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Admiralty.. 

Confidentia 

Mar. 31. 1909 

Affairs in the Gulf. Transmits copy of tele- 
gram from Commander-in-chief, Fast 
Indies re-jiceting 

Ixi 

1 

5?ir G. Barclay 

21G Tel. 

Apr. 1, 1909 

Oil Company. Minister for Foreign Affaire 
desires that from 1st instant 1,000/. 
n-year be paid to Commissioner 

1 

“ 

. 

217 Tel. 

1. 

Withdrawal of Indian guard for Gil Syndi¬ 
cate. Transmits telegram from" His 
Majesty's t'-msul at Ahwnz (No. 52) 
recommending. Agreement 1 between 

Serdar Bahadur and Serdnr Muhtashem 
with regard to guards. Reply to Captain 
l.urimer approving suggestion that. Major 
Cox should be authorized to sanction 
withdrawal .. 

1 

3 

. 

218 Tel. 
Confidential 


•• Daily News" correspondent at Tabreez, 
llis Majesty's Consul-General leports 

Mr. ... has left him and gone to Ijlal- 

el-Mulk. Mr. Wratislaw fears he may 
join Nationalists 

• 

• 

. 

219 Tel. 

1, 

llrit Lsli newsjkapercorresjiondcnt and Tahreez 
Nationalists. Transmits telcgmm(No. 26) 
to llis Majesty's Consul-General at 
Tahreez, instructing latter to warn corre- 
spmdcnt that la* must take all risks and 
not relv on British protection .. 



Sir A. Nicolson 

181 Tel. 

2, 

Drop .sod joint representation*. Minister 
for Foreign Afiair< lias asked when reply 
of Hi- Maje.-ty’- Government to his last 
projmsals would la; received 


6 

Sir G. Ha relay 

220 Tel. 


Rlt*si. hi C.•nsul.Gefei.il at Tabreez. Defers 
to No. 525. Dart XVII. llis Majesty’s 
i onsul-Genera) reports depo t m e of .. 

o 

7 


221 Tel. 


Suiiisam-es-Sultnneli. IVndnns in l.ondou 
bave telegraphed to Stumunu pressing him 
In tnaieh mi Tehran in view of Tal-reez 
siiuatioe. lias refused to authorize 
Mr. Uruhnnu* t«> give S.tmsam information 
as to re.il situation at Tubreez .. 

3 

« 

„ 

222 Tel. 

2, 

Recall of Ifaiiim Khan. Refers to Nix 506, 
Fart XVII. Agrees with Russian col¬ 
league that it would serve no useful 
pi'.ip'-e to ileu.and. Has held Shall and 
Persian Government responsible for losses 
and lives of British subjects 

3 

9 

To Sir (J, llarelay .. 

11 • Tel. 


Cruiser for Bushin*. Refers to No. 538, 
Dart XVII. llis Maje-iy’s ship "Fox" 
In- slutted from lienin'in for Bushin*. 
Sone oulets apply a- in case of “ Red- 
breisi” .. 

3 

i 10 

Vdmiraliy.. 


2, 

Situation nt Bushiio. llis Majesty’s cruiser 
“ F»»x " has left Hen jam lor Bushiro .. 

3 


[1019] 






. -->’1 Tel. \pr. •>, 1999 Molinmiuerah customs. Refer* to No. 514, 

I l’ari XVII. Hi.- Majesty's Consulre(>ort« 
that Slieikli Im* called on Director of 
Customs to retain receipts in custom¬ 
house safe, and Major Cox has instructed 
him to urge Slieikli not to touch customs 
receipts himself 

• ““■* *''*• "Daily News" correspondent at. Tabreez. 

Defer.- to No. I. Ili.s Majesty’s Conan I - 
(leueral suggests proceeding against Mr. 
•Moore, but will not U* authorized to do so 
without sanctum of llis Majesty’s Govern- 
ment 

. 22a Tel. I), Situation in Azerbaijan, (lives text of tele¬ 

gram from llis Majesty's ('oiisul-deneral 
reporting deportation of Governor of 
l iumia bv Nationalists 


.. 226 Tel. | :}, 


To Sir A. Nicolson .. i 155 Tel. 


To Sir G. Barclay .. 121 Tel. J :}, 


Sir A. Nicolson .. 203 1 , 


To Sir A. Nicolson .. 458 Tol. I 5 , 


To Sir G. Barclay .. |22 Tel. 


"Daily News” correspondent at Tnhnvz, 
Transmits telegram fr«»m Tabreez.(No. 62). 
Mr. Moore publicly drilling recruits 

Situai.oii at Meshed. Defers to No. 519. 

| Dart X\ II. llis Majesty’s Consul-General 
| reports that Russian Consul-General has 
i amiotifflml impending arrival of loo 
Co-sacks. Russian Charge d’Affaires’ 
explanation .. .. .. 

Anglo-Dussiau proposals. Defers to Nos. 
4-12* and >164, Port XVII. Comments on ■ 
jx>int.s 1,8, 4, 5, and 7 .. .. | 

“Daily News" correspondent- at TabreezJ 
His Majesty's Government think nugges-1 
lion of llis Majesty’s Consul - Generai j 
should uot he acted ( ,n (see No. 12;, mid 
consider warning suggested in No. 1 will 
aunico .. .. ,, I 

Reinforcement of Russian Consular guaid | 
at Asteraliad. Transmits copy of a note 
received from Minister for Foreign 
Affaire informing of 

Diopisod loan to Slieikli of Moliatuincrah. 
Transmits copy "f telegram to Viceroy of 
29th March relative to .. 

Mohammornl). In reply to .Vo. all. Pan 
XNII, concurs in proposal to approve 
adit.a of llis Majesty’s Representative 
at Tehran .. 

Situation at Meshed. Impiire.s whether 
then- is any truth iu rcp.rt in No. I I. li 
s'», to n-k Russian Government to give 
assurance similar to that which they gave 
m connection with n like miestton at 
Resht 

Telegram to Samsum from Persians in 
l.ondou. Refers to No. 7. Approves 
action 

Appointment .,f M mitaz-ul-Mulk as Persian 
Minister in London. Refers to No. 473, . 
Part XVII King approves .. 

Moliammer.ih. Anion reported in Vo. 5M, 
Pint XNll.iiml No. 11 approved by llis 
.Majesty s Government .. : 







tabu: of coxtkni 


2. r > To .Sir G. Barclay 


III To Sir A. Nicolson . 


it, l'JOy Turkish Consular Agent nt Litigah. As 
llis Majesty’s Government urc about to 
appoint an English Vice-Consul. to sug¬ 
gest that ho should take charge of Turkish 
interests 

ii, Anti-Jo wish riots at Korman-liali. Acknow¬ 

ledges No. Ml, Part XVII. Approves 
action .. .. 

it, Samson's demands with regard to telegrams 1 

losing through Ispahan. Concurs in j 
Sir K. Grey’s projsisal to approve action ; 
of His Majesty’s Minister 

it. Russian Consular guard at Meshed. Refers ! 

to Nos. I I and 20. Reports increase of .. 

i'. .Situation at Tnbreez. Ills Majesty’s Consul- 

General reports that Royalists have shelled 
interior of town ,. .. ..: 

•I. Situation at Tnbreez. Would not like to 

make representation indicated in No. ;V21 ' 
without Russian colleague, who has not 1 
yet received instructions 

<». Situation in Azerbiijan. Gives text of tele- : 

gram from IHs Majesty’s Consul-General 
at Tnbreez .. 

<1, Situation at Astrabad. Refers to No. 17. 

When making rotjUfst concerning re¬ 
inforcement* for Medicd (see No. 20) to 
iuclitd" that for Astrubnd 

f>, Situation at Tnbreez, To try to get autho- 

litv. for which Russian CImrge d'Affaire.- 


Situation at Tabre« /. l.'efei Jo No. 211. Is 
communicating with Kusmuii Government. 
To iiiforiu Shah that he will In* held 
responsible for any harm done to British 

subject h and Coiisuinte 

Turco • 1'ci-i.iii f*oii!i. i. Turkish t’hurgc 
d'AlY in s ha* announced that Ins Govern- 
nmnt lire ready to resume discussion of, 
when order is restored in Persia .. 

Persian ConimiKMonei'. Necessary iii'truc- 
ti"ii' for yi uly jsivmenl <>f 1,01*0/. due 
to Minister for Foreign Alfairs will he 
given 

Ilirie.v-itig alarm in North Persia. Has 
received Memormnlum from Russian 
Government aiinoitliciiig dispUtill of ; nil- 
boti'l to Knzeli in view of 

As.-u. in- ■ - to Sheikh « f MohanimeraS). 
TraiiMiiits telegruu (No. 21*i>> from llis 
Majesty’s t'on.sul • General at Busniie, 
eni|uiiiug whether assunmee as to exten¬ 
sion of guarantees may !*• given to Sheikh 

Fituit.vi.il a--ist.it. to Sh. i’di of Militant- 

me. Tr.oiMii.ts telegram (No. 300) 

fr.-m llis Majesty’.- «*... s'll-G.-wial at 
lltlshire. giving utv..uuf con iderations 
wliii b 1 ii him to apply f.-i loan. Sag- 
gi ,-t. d reply to .-hetkli 
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11 To Sir A. Nicolson , 


10 To Sir G. bowl her 


17 To Sir G. Barclay 


231 TcL Apr. 7.11*05) General situation. Turkish Charged’Affaircs 
Ii.un heaid that Nationalists contemplate 
movement from Isjcihan and Ueslit on 
Tehran on isth April, ami lias telegraphed 
to his Government for guard of 100 men,. 

235 Tel. 7, Situation at Meshed. Refers to No. I I. 

Rojkirts departure td some <»! Russian 
revolutionaries for Tnrbat-i-IInidnri. Llis 
Majesty’s (’ >nsid>General apprehends 
increa.si.il anarchy at Meshed .. 

23 G Tel. j 7, Financial assistance t<* Sheikh of Moh&tn- 

muruli. Refers to No. :!S. Supports 
Major Cox’s suggestion. In any ease 
might not a general assurance lx> given 
that Hi- Majesty's Government would 
help him to raise money in Loudon ? 

207 Tel. 7, Sheikh of Mohnmuierali. Refers to No, 37. | 

Suggests that Mis Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Bushire might point out to 
Sheikh (hill constitutional regime will 
not lx* strong enough to encroach on his 
. l ights, at any rate for a long time, and 

that assurances in Sir A. Ilaidiuge’s letter 
of the 7th December. 15102, would hold 
good 

23* Tel. 7, Situation at Tidirce*/. Considers it prefer¬ 

able* to omit for the present mention of 
safe - conduct referred to in No. 33. 

J Gives reasons 

•172 Tel. 7, Meshed. To ask Russian Government to 

instruct Russian guard, if necessary, to 
protect lives of British subjects.. 

*171 Tel. 7, Guard for Turkish Embassy at Tehran. To 

rci|ue*t support of Russian Government 
to representations at Constantinople on 
J questions of (.m*o Nos. 35) and 10) 

22o Tel. 7, Guard for Turkish Embassy at Tehran, llis 

Majesty’.-. (Jovermnent deprecatedis|Kilcli 
of, which is nntim e.ssaiy (see No. 311) 

l**l Tel. ! 7, Husliire. Refers to No. -100, Pun XVII. llis 

Majesty’s Consul-General should Is* in¬ 
structed to protect Ottoman subjects, if 
necessary 

I-" 6, Rumoured financial uipport given by 

Gminaiiy to Persia. Tran-mit.s extract 
. "f article in the •*Sllddcutsche Reichs- 
' korres|H>nden/." contradicting tlm rejmrt 

•• r '- | Guard at Ahwaz, Gives views as to hint 

to In.nveyed to local authorities with 

regard to possible n introduction of guard 

• • 7, Oil. Syndicate. Transmits telegram to 

Vi"*roy, dated tin- '-th April, relative to 


i 'Libiv -z. Refi*i> to N". 32. Russian 
Mm '!••« ft i I'm ign A dan* is tele- 
gi-ipliing in R'i- i oi «'h.i!gi : d* Affaire* to 
concert with British Minister us to com¬ 
munication to Shah in the event of mas- 
<c • hv llis M i-. ty\ troop, if Tnbreez 


b 












TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


52 | Sir A. Nicolson 


102 Tel. Apr. 8. 1900 


5 Sir Cl. Barclay 


To Sir G. Barclay .. 133 Teh 

„ .. 105' Tel. 


50 Sir (i. Barclay .. 241 Tel. 


2-12 Tel. 0. 


63 India Office 


61 Admiralty.. 


65 Sir O. Ban-11; 


Confidential! 10, 


215 Tel. , 10 . 


2ldTd. 10, 


Meshed. Refers tn N«.s, 11 and 15. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs declares 
instructions will !*• sent as t*» protection 
of British subjesrt- by Russian guard at 
Meshed. Russian Government will 

join in represontnti >ns to bu made by Sir 
G. Lowther at Constantinople .. 

Proposed joint representations. Transmits 
tiiilfiuri/Kiin- received from Minister for 
Foreign Affairs 

Kazvin. Minister for Foreign Affairs has 
announced that dragoman from Russian 
legation at Tehran is being sent to Ka/.viu ( 
with live Cossacks 

Baklitiari at Ispahan. ! Ii- Majesty's Consul* ! 
(ieneral report* expected anivalof Fanlttr 
Assad . . .. . • • • j 

Protection of Bahreinis. Deprecates taking 
action in sense of last paragraph of No. 1-12. 
Part XVII, for fear of raising general 
question .. .. .. •• 

; Situation at Tabreez. Refers to No. 43. 

Agrwi* . 

' Tabriz. Russian Got eminent have beard 

' that population would Im* ready t<» 

I capitulate if they could obtain reasonable 
tonus from Shah, and suggest British and ( 
Russian Representative should rejmrt most 
practicable manner of arriving at agree¬ 
ment .. 

j Bushire situation. His Majesty's Consul* 
General rejxuts that S*yid Miirteza’s kind 
i raided l.mzatir and have stolen somu British 
. 

Bushire situation. Rej*u t> situation serious. 
Mutt e/a has got .ml of hand. Consular 
colleagues are mging British intervention. 
Tin* threat would prokihly suffice. and 
would involve no interference with 
Nationalism .. 

Ibis!lire situation. Repels following sent 
to Hi, Majesty's Consul at Ru-hiiv aiuho- 
ri/i-s him to* Use thl. nl (sec No. I’.Ot. 
Before landing a force, notification should' 
be given licit it is only to maintain order.. 

Plea 


Bushire situation, liefer** I • No, dl. 

substitute •• for the protection of British j 
subjects" fol 


■* for the inletest*. of order" ! 


Road from Koh-l-.Malik Siali to Nnsratabad. , 
Refers to No. :;77. Part XVII. Think it 
would l«* dosirable to opp»e M. R. Kilabji s 
application f..r a Com i*sjtOli for construe, 
tion of .. 

, Situation at Bushire. Transmits copv of 
telegram dated 9th instant from Coin* 
Hian.lor-in-chb f. Fast Indies, reseeding .. 

Nhnh'n jewels. It i< rep rte! that French 
jewellers. Carlier, are in negotiation for 
purchase of. Suggest* frustration of 
project, us Shah would he siiei-gtliened .. 

Royalist troops at Radian. Now numl-i 
i.ktMt. They may go over to Samsim-c- 
Sultoneh 
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No. 


Name, 
dG*| Sir G. Barclay 

To Sir A. Nicolsou .. 


Page 


250 Tel. 

251 Tel. 


7! T" Sir A. Nieolson .. 


Apr. 10, 1909 


Tabreez. Refers to No. 58. Has asked 
Consul • General Wratislaw’u. opinion on 
Russian suggest!.<n. Peace negotiations 


opened to-day at Basuiinch 


Situation at Bushire. To inform Russian 
Government of contents of Nos. 59, 60, 
Gl, and 62 .. 

Situation at Bushire. In case of inquiry, to 
inform German (Turkish) Government that 
His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire 
has been authorized t.. land men from His 
Majesty's ship solely for protection of 
foreigners .. .. .. • • 

Bushire. Refers to Nos. 59, dt>, 61, and 02. 
Approves iiwtruethms to His Majesty's 
Representative al 

Shah’s jewels. Refers to No, 65. Mr. 
Kitabji has undertaken not to enter into 
any such transaction .. .. 

Negotiations between Shall and Tabreez. 
Gives text, of telegram from His Majesty’s 
Consul-General concerning possible sug¬ 
gestion of mediation by two Consuls 

Landing of bluejackets at Bushire. Gives 
text of telegram from Major Cox reporting 

Tabreez. Refers to No. 71. German Consul 
lias offered to mediate at Basmiuch. t tfTer 
has been refused 

Tabreez. Informs that Mr. Wmlislnw 
irputts Anjunum is sanguine ot relieving 
town 

Bushire. Transmits telegram from iIi-** 
Majesty’s Consul-General saying Daria 
Bogi k rep>rted to lx* mi Ids way to take 
up post a*. Governor. Cun lie lx* stopped 
to prevent Shah's iiilluence renssertiug 


Tubivoz. Rejxirts measures taken Tor food 
supply of foreigners .. 

Proposed Miiuncial CommUnion. Decision 
should be reserved till after f srtlier con¬ 
sultation. Objects that two Governments 
Would make llieiiiHelvos ro-qoiisibh* for 
government of Persia. To urge Minister 
I'm- Fmeig.i Affair* i . instruct Russian 
RepreM'ntativo at Tehran to concert with 
Ilk Majesty'** Repiesonlutive in ropruwii- 
tatiotts on subject .. .. .. 

Shah and C.iiislitutioii. Refers to N>>. 132, 
Part XVII. Details of Russian Charge 
d’Affaire*' audience of Shah 

Zil-es-'hiltaii Mr. Churchill rejNiiis delivery 
of box io /i| on 27th February, and eon- 
ver-atiou with ttie Zil I’m im affairs .. 

Oil Syndicate. Transmits copy of delimteh 
from llis Majesty’s «'*.i»-.il at AWa/. 
reporting cm tain demand* m.ide by Senior 
Muhtashem in connection with piymcut 
of Febiuury iustnlmont duo tram, and 
reply returned to him .. 
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Vmm. \.. Data. 



Sl'iiJKCT. I' a £ 


Bahrein. Refers to No. -'T''., Tart XVI. V' »• 
not present. Haim of Bahreini as originalI.V 
intended, ami will not raise *n *»f 

British rights .. .. .. 25 

Tabreoz. Transmits copy of note addressed 
to Persian (Jovernnumt in February, and 
of note repeating warning as to Consulate- 
ficnorat and live* and projierty of British 
triijbjecH in Tabrcez (see No. 371, 

Fait XVII). with reply From Minister lor 
Foreign Affairs .. •. •• 25 

M. Bizot’s liimncial Report. Is completed. 

(Jives summary of .. .. •• 27 

Rcsht. liefer?'to No. dll. Fart XVII. Sub¬ 
mits a Report on events at .. .. 28 

Search for arms in Messis. Ziegler’* premises 
at Tolihilff (Jives details of .. .. 30 

Protvedings of Kahini Khun in neighlioitr- 
hood of .lulfa. Refers to No. -170, 

Part XVII. Transmits copy of joint 
Russian and British note addressed to 
Persian fiovermncut protesting against .. 30 

Situation at Tubreez. Events at Tabrcez. 
Transmit'- dcsjiateli from Ili* Majesty’s 
Cotisul-Oenerai concerning .. .. 31 

Spread of Nationalist: movement. Bushin- 
and Bunder Abbas have seceded from 
Shtili. Details concerning .. .. 33 

Shah and Constitution. Refers to No. 75. 

Mu-ting of representatives of population 
of Tehran pm posed by Jfaad-ed-Dowleh. 

Its purp-'se fttislrated by nomination by 
Shall of reactionaries. Saad-od-I)o\vleh 
convinced oi Shah’s insincerity. Protest 

by two dragomans .. .. .. 3-1 

Revolutioiiarv movement in the provinces. 

1 Ihn-i'N t-> Nos. 2*3 and 117, Part XVII. 
Kc|w!H spread of, especially at Meshed 

and Titrbftt-i-llaidaii .. .. .. 35 

' Situation at I-pahali. Refers to No. lid, 

Pail XVII. Reports no alteration in. 

1 S iiii-am lias been endeavouring to win 
( mei S!-.--il;ii M-dmiiimenih and Sowlet- 
i d-P.-uleh. Sum.-’.nil has control of one 
I. |. •.»p>!i lim* and claim* that ini political 
u.i diouhl U* transmitted over 

( British line from Tehran to Shiraz .. 3C* 

Sliita. - and llainadali. Refers to No. 

1 Part XVII. Reports that they have joined 

Nationalist movement.. .. .. 37 

Ml- -,s. I,\neh's I.."I ill Shellilieh. Refers 
1.1 N...*.V.»7. Part XVII. His Majesty’s 
Con-Ill at Ahwuz reports arrival of Sheikh 
Mm ...m, wh • In*- agreed to settlement of 
.si pi • will .'b in t ■ I «• lefern-tl to a Shari 
Ci.uit. Ca «• i-. to be inferred t*» Shari Court 
sit Nej- f .. .. .. •• 37 

Monthly - m.s; tv. Tratssiuita for past four 
Weeks .. .. .. .. 37 

Foreign oflieers ami non.couituiitfioned 
an tlovernmont. 

Transmits n--t< - by Military Attache oh .. -11 
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Mar. 25, I90i> Situation at Tehran. Deliberation* of 
Austrian, German, Italian, and Turkish 
Representatives as to means of wife- 
guarding legations in case of outbreak at 
Tehran. Position of I.iakhoff .. 

25, Aliwnz-Isjiahan road. Refers to No. 110, 

Part XVII. Transmits copy of desjiateh 
from His Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Busbire regarding desire of Muntnzzim- 
cd-I>owlels t-i sell his interest in the road 
to Messrs. Lynch. Thinks it would be 
unwise to come to terms with Muntazxim. 
Reasons for this 


05 ..I 71 20. 


116 Sir A. Nicolson .. 211 Apr. 2. 


101 ! Sir F. Bertie ..! 150 II. 


It>2 Admiralty,• .. Conlhh-ntial 11. 

1 ' I 


I i Sir A. Nicohwn .. 106 Tel. 13, 


Murders at Shull Abdul Azim. Refers t<» 
Nos. F.t-t and 501, Part XVII. Transmits 
copies of two notes addressed, ill eolijuiic- 
lion with Russian Rcpresentativt-. to 
Pei man (Jovernment re.sjx-cting.. .. 

Russian pro|«s.ils with regard to Persia.; 
Refers to No. 5. M. I-volskv Inis asked 
for reply of His Majesty’s (Jovernment. 
His anxiety about tla- Rusht-Tehran road 

Russian proposals. Ha* communicated sub¬ 
stance of No. -139*. Part XVII, and No. 15 
to Minister for Foreign Affairs. Transmits 
copy of ?uV/e-inrii-ioiwlwinded toM. 1 >volsky. 
Russian (Jovennueiit will prolxddy accept 
Ills Majesty’s Government's projosals. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs d-mbts 
whether Russian Government will make 
any advance. No decision yet as to 
Rexht-Tehrati road .. 

Tabreez. Refers to No. 32. lias retpiested 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to instruct 
M. Sabliue to join with Sir G. Barclay in 
impressing on Shah necessity of modem- 
tion in event «-f capitulation of Tabr.cz. 
Transmits <ti>h receivetl from 

Minister for Foreign Affair- 

His Majc-ly’s Government* stig-i'-liun-- 
respccting programme of Persian reforms. 
Transmits r**ceivcd ftola 

Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affair in 

Proposed di-|vitch of Turkish troop- to 
Tehran. Refers to N-> 52. Transmit- 

Copy of ni<lr-„i-\n<iir< ..ived from 

Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
respecting .. .. . J 

Zil-.-Sull in Refets to No. 2d *. Purl XVII. 
Transmit* letter from, n-jiectii.g demand 
of Nationalist - at Isj-ainiu that His 
Imperial lliglm—* should advttnee j«rt of 
the sum they claim a-- l«-iiig du-- for ta.v-s. ! 
Hi- In.p-ri -1 Highness tm-!- Consul at 
Ispahan n.ay urge that no .dvam-c-s Is* 
demanded until it is H- ai t-» wlmm they 
an* to I*- pdd 

Hist hi La nee- at Bushin-. Transmit* copy 
of teleglam, dated the 111h in-lant. 
fr-«iu Coiuin.inder-iioehi-f. Hast Indie-, 
rbxjiccling .. •• .. . 

i Joint n prcM-ntnti >ns to Shat*, hvf. i - t . 
No. 71. Ha- -polo u t-> Man t> i t--: | 
Foreign Affairs in seme of V . 7 b r*ug- 
gestc-d alteration- in Mem -randtim 


f i u l.o 
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Hm To Sir A. Nicolson , 


110 To Sir (i. lift relay 


III SirU. Barclay 


lift To Sir A. Nieolsor 


\.,r. 1:5. 11)00 Customs receipts at Bushire. Give* text of 
telegram from Major Cox announcing 
seizure of by Se.vyid, ami text of reply 
authorizing him 'iso bluejackets in event 
of attempts to-iwitt' iitoro 

1Sheikh of Moliftttiln'eruh. HeforetoNo.il. 

Sheikh has lx-on informed that customs 
receipts of Culf p-rts are pledged to IIis 
Majesty's (h»vernmout 

i:} t Sheikh of Mohiiumierah ami Daria Begi, 

|(rfere io N-> 7i«u. Authorities at Tehran 
have invited Sin-iklt J<> urn* Daria Begi. 
and Nationalist* haw invited him to stop. 
Sheikh has nppli«*d for advice .. • •, 

i:{. Tabrn /. negotiation-. Two Consuls have ■ 

llOttii insti acted in sense *>f No. <1 .. 

];| t Persian linaiieial reform. < oucure in ctiticism 

on Financial Advisers conclusions in 
No. 71 .. . 

j;j t rro|N>se*t Consular mediation. To ascertain 

Kussiait (ioVeinmeht’s views loti projxjsals 
indicated in N*>. 71. Hi* Majesty b 
ijovcrntiivui ate ready to approve .. 

1:5, Oil guard. Defers :«■ No. if. Government 

of India lift- authorized withdrawal of. 
To inform Persian Government removal is 
dii*' ti* ”• *ik 1 telation* with British subjects 
and sh.it •■es-ntioji would involve return. 
Will Beynolds’ nlisetice complicate? 

j.| t |'ij.nl fi.r foreign subject* in Tnbrcez. 

I .earn.* that ie.pie.-t for [•crmis-imi to 
intioduce will be refused. Turkish 
colie»gne urges him to press matter 

j.p p.1 fi.t fnremu subjects in Tabrcez. Defers 

t.. No. ill, Turkish colleague will pr.di- 
al.lv uige Porte ».. take aeliye measures 
uiiio-.* Hiah permit* introduction of 

II. Kerman situation. I* drawing attention of 

Persian Government t>> eomlition reads. 
Hi- Maj’-.-tv’.- Consul reports end of 
attthoiily iti'lown mtd scarcity of bread .. 

14. 1 In.shire situation. Hives text of telegram 

front Ili- Mil j* -ty’s Coii.-ubGenornl and 
text of reply.. 

j 1. Hitmds for ihnuasi. \u.-triuii. Turkish, and 

Italian l.e-.it:on-. Apparently Herman 

I Mim-t. r ha* l**'U dUni*sing advisability 
,,f. ljej.lv "i tieiiuan Government to 
their M.ni-t suggestion. What would 
Ik* DiK-luti Government’* reply in similar 


lit. To Sir (I. Ilarclay 


Tahree/. Appo.ve. N... 71U*. Obligations 
,.f Persian Government willy regard to 
pi.u*'i ti"ii lit fn.eigiiere. Io iiisi-t, if 

I iieci -*.iry, on bin igiters bdng allowed to 
j,.iive |||,*. |.,un. or on food luting admitted 

ItlL-hile. V; pi 'Ve- No. 7-III illuejiu l.ets 

: to N* i•mpl'Oid in mi wav that might he 

eoii-lt til'd .is intiTl'i'ieii.It behalf of 

I Shah. Control of custom* might enable 
ii- to -retire refiitulilig of moliv-V seized by 
Aiiw'd-Powlcli 
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117* To .Sir 0. Barclay 


^ l IS Tel. Apr. H. 1909 Bushiro situation. Defers to No. 104. 

I Approves instructions.. .. 

I 111 Tel. U, , Tabreez. Concurs in No. 107 •• 


Bu.shire. Expulsion of Sevyid (see No. 11*1) I 
would be inadvisable .. 


Persian linanecs and propped advance to 
PersiantJovernment. I* requesting French 
t Jovernment to lose no time in appointing 
Inspector and Treasurer-General. This is 
necessary preliminary to scheme mentioned 
in No. jus. Suggested means of con-1 
trolling expenditure of an ndvance. To 
consult Financial Adviser and report 


Mohiitmr.crah. Defer* to No. 10*>. Action 
njipruvcd .. .. .. •*. 


Situation at Kerman. Defers to No. lid,, 
ltniuiri* whether His Majesty’s Consul I 
mid British subjects could not leave the j 


Korun irrigation. Defers to No. 11*1, Part 
XVII. Transmit* copy of No. II. Sug¬ 
gestion that a Concession for might U* 
| obtained in return for a luntt .. 


Karmt irrigation. Transmits copy <>f No. B7. 
Suggests Sheikh should !»• informed of' 
Ili* .Majesty’s Government’s readiness to 
give him same support against any en- j 
eroarhiiicnt as promLM.il in 11*02, and to : 
extend assurances already given to hi* 
•• heirs ami successors" 


: Bluejackets at Bushin? and Bussoralt. Sttg- 
I ge*ts relief of by small contingent of 
Indian ami other 11 oojm* 

1 Island of llultll. Is taking steps to obtain 1 
samples of oxide from. Inquires ns to 
I stains of the island .. 


Hutird* for foreign legations at Telirun. 
Defets I.. No. 11 ft. M. Isvolsky consider* 
no reply is necessary t" German eotnmuni- 
eatioii, wliieh i- simitar to that madu to 
Hi* Majesty’s Government 


Shiraz Ispahan road. IIis Majesty’* Consul- 
General at Istuilinii ha* warned British 
subjects against travelling oil. His 


Majesty’- Consul at Shiraz is ls-ing in- 
?.|fueled to issuesimilar warning. Deport*, 
deprodnlioti* "f KiihgeliMii* iii Veydikltast 
district 


| Ttdireez negoliatioi 
Deport* progress 


tnii irrigation. Imputes a. to where- 
ib>ait* of Sir W. NVilleoeks, whoso views ' 
»n question are desired 
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131 To Sir G. Barclay . 

To Sir A. Nicolaon . 

India Office 


135 Sir A. Nicolsoti 


Sir G. Barclay 


Apr. 15, 1009 I Budtire. Admiralty sogge.-t replacing biue- 
| jackets by Indian troops if iliey arc likely 
In have to remain for long. Requests views 

15. ' Enzdi-Tehran road. Russian Government 

contemplate sending troops to keep open.. 

15 Loan to Sheikh of Molianmu-rnh. Refers to 

So. 191. l’urt XVII. Tnnismits copy of 
telegraphic correspondence with Govern- 
nient of; India respecting. Lord Morley 
sees no objection to suggestion made in 
KCCdlid |<m»graph of N*». II 

15 t Pay of Imperial Commissioner. Transmits 

ropy of letter from Imperial Commissioner 
to Mr. D'Aivy. A>k> fot conlirmution 
from S>rG. Barclay, and institutions us to 
wbom salary is to lx 1 pod .. .. 

It;, Joint action. Russian Government agree 

to Hippn-ssioii *4' passige-* mentioned in 
No. lint, but suggest an addition 

It;, Tables-/. Refers to No. 109. Russian 

< Government have instructed Russian 
Consul t" concert with Mr. Wratisluw, 
and eonsider that two Consuls should lx- 
left t i deal with mediation 


Foreign subjects in Tnhn-ez. Refers to 
No. IHI. Has received let reply as to intro¬ 
duction of food. Ili> Majesty's Consul- 
General thinks departure of foreigner* 
impracticable. Does not contemplate 
tun her aetiou tlinn rep >rtcd in No. 73e .. 


Ml To *Mr G. liar 


2C>9 Tel. If.. 


270 Tel. If., 


271 Tel. It'., 


. 272 Tel. If.. 


2751 Tel. I ft. 


l.VJTtl. 1»:. 

I ft i T» I. 1(1, 


Anglo-Russian representation to Shah. Iu- 
quiros wltnt ate p ints (<>), ( 4 >), tuul Cc) in 
No. 71 

' llluej:M r.el' ft Bushire. Refers to No. 131 . 
Major Cos lia> ,siigg« .-ted i«t Government 
of India replaceuieiii. by troops at Ya-h. 
Is suggesting tlui* bluejackets lie retained 
for the present 

Publication of representations to Shah. In¬ 
quires whether substance of reprcseiita- 
tiotis may Ik- publ'i-dn-d. as effect on ."'halt 
might lie useful 

Tablet /. Trnu-n.its telegram (No. 77 )from 
||is Majesty’s Core-uMo-neinl giving result 
».f tu-* Consul*’ deliberations oh the 
situation 

Foreign sllbjeels ill Table-/. I yl stall 
I .o\elllliielit have iltstHl' «e>! Ain-i"l- 
| low lei i to faeilitnle depuliite of, I'M 
refuse to allow intiodiietion < 4 * fond 

Rusl.ire customs ivicpts. Refers!" N". 117 . 
Suggestion as to prtHTiiure which might 
insure payment of monthly instalment' *-t 
III), 111*0 loin.III'. Demand of Table**'/. Local 
Assembly of 50 , 01)0 Imiians from the 


forth in 


pl -1.. ti:! • ■. II- t' I*' No. 1 ‘ 
o«ed olliUsi* -|i of p ili- n of Ntt-cl - 

t.iiiml in pirngnph N*. 
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if I Hare-lav .. 101 Tel. Apr. 10, 1909 Oil Syndicate. Refers to No. 1. Mr. fjiccc 

Mb i ,oaH F ] 1JW communicated u letter from badigli- 

es-Sultanoh (of Kensington), who claims 
to lx* Imperial Commissioner. To ascer¬ 
tain facts 


147 To Admiralty 


14* To Messrs.I’ll.Ziegler j 

I and Co... 


274 Tel. 17, 


Replacement of bluejackets at Bushire by 
Indian troops. His Majesty's Representa¬ 
tive at Tehran deprecates suggestion, and 
expresses hope that proposal will not be 
pressed 

Search for arms on Company’s premises at 
Ispahan. Gives substance of report 
from llis Majesty’s Representative at 
Tehran 

Payment of Syndicate's February instalment. 
Transmits despatch from Vice-Consul at 
Ahwnz reporting demands by Serdar 
Mubtashem as to, and reply given 

Nasmtabail branch of Imperial Bank. Trans¬ 
mits copy of letter to Imperial Rank rela¬ 
tive to working of 

Karun irrigation. Refers to No. 122. I-ord 
Morley cannot approve proposal unless it 
can bo carried out without imposing a 
charge on Indian revenues. It would be in 
accordance w ill: lust paragraph of No. 139 
if Sheikh could l*- put in communication 
with suitable applicant for Concession .. 

Mohammcrah. Refers to No. 123. Concurs 

Tnhrcvz. Minister f<*r Foreign Affairs Iwirns 
from Russian Charge d'Affaires tluit 
Persian Government refuse to permit 
introduction of food, and ask that Consul 
should have town. Proposes introduc¬ 
tion of small quantities of food at 
intervals .. .. • • 

Astra bud. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
informs him that, in view of events at, 
Russian Commissioner ut Goumbet-i- 
Kabours has been instructed to proceed 
there with escort 

Nationalists and Hormuz oxide. Nationalists 
have .stopped mining operations. How 
long can Sir. Weir jsistjionu shipments 
without loss? 

Tabree/ negotiations. Gives text of tele¬ 
gram from llis Majesty's Consul-General 
slating that only hop-of Nationalists lay 
in intervention of Powers 

Situation at Kerman. Refers to No. 121. 
His Majesty's Consul reports improvement 


t.' T' ir K. Gorst .. 17 Tub i 17, 


I 5k . o Sir A. Nicolson .. 53s Tel. 17, 


Sir W. WillcocU Refers to No. 130. 

Sir W. Willcocks has modified liis plans, 
and is now on the Tigris .. .. 70* 

Proposed loan. Refers I" Nos. 99 and 135. 

A misunderstanding must have arisen 
with regard I" meaning "f No. 139*, 

Part XVU. Defines suggestion* made .. 71 
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163 ToL 'Apr. 17,1909 Food for Tabreez. Requests 
proposals in No. 15:1 .. 


161 Sir A. Nicolson .. 211 Tel. 


162 Sir 0. Barclay .. { 277 Tel. 


163 .. 278 Tel. 


165 „ „ .. 280 Tel. 


167 Sir A. Nicolson .. 238 


168 Messra. Ziegler anil 


169 Sir A. Nicolson .. 211 Tel. 


Sheikh of Molmmtnerah. To inform Sheikh 
that support promised In 1902 will l>c 
given, mid that assurances, if desired, 
can he extended to “ his heirs and suc¬ 
cessors" .. •• •• 

Anglo-Russian representations to Shah. 
Hefers to No. 158. Russian Government 
accept modifications .. • • 

Tabreez. Consul reports food is scanty and 
riot threatens Europeans. Tabreez sug¬ 
gests delegates lie sent from all towns to 
arrange compromise .. 

Prmwsed l..un lo I'eraU. Neither two 

Representatives nor Financial Adviser 
approve proposed Commission of Control. 
M. Bizot concurs in general proposals in 
No. 120 

Astrabad and Roslit. Shah’s troops are 
marching on Resht .. 

Representations to Shah. Ills Majesty 

has been strengthened by reaction at 
Constantinoplu and state of Tabreez and 
news referred to in No. 164 about Resin. 
Therefore Hi* Majesty's Representative 
and Russian Representative will represent 
at once, but thinks success is unlikely .. 

Tabret-z. Turkish Representative will 
demand that food should Iw allowed to be 
sent in. Riders to No. 159. Two Repre¬ 
sentatives think representations pressing, 
but me not sanguine .. 

Escort for Russian Consulate-General at 
Meshed. Refers to No. 52. Transmits 
copy of iiide-niatwire received from I tnporiul 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs respecting .. 

Search for arms on Messrs. Ziegler’s premises 
at Ispahan. Refers to No. 148. Express 
yvarme t thanks to Mr. Grahame, and note 
with satisfaction that Sir <». Barclay con¬ 
siders apologies tendered by Samsam were 
ntuplo . 

Situation at Tabreoz. Refers to No. 166. 
Russian Government are considering ad¬ 
visability of threatening Shah that unless 
food i* admitted to Tabreoz they will take 
Mejw to introduce it themselves—by force, 


170 Sir G. Barclay .. 282 Tel. 


‘abreez. CotiMiil reruns food very scarce. 
Danger of starving poor rushing houses .. 

I’nbroez. Refers to N". 520. I’art XV II. 
Consul re|nrts •• Nationalist* hope for 
intervention by killing British subjects; 
imputation have lost their heads.” I* in¬ 
form ng Mr. Wrutislaw. for transmission 
to Nationalists, lie will represent on 
Wednesday .. • • • • «• 

I'nbreez. Refers tn N--. 171. Consul reports 
blockade will be attempted t»» be broken 


iierhap* Consulates 
attacked. Coti-su' fears representations 
will not restrain Nationalists, but ultimatum 
might .. •• •• •• 
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173 I SirG. Barclay .. 285 Tel. i Apr. 19, 1909 


174 „ ,» .. 286 Tel. 19, 


176 To Sir A. Nicolson .. I 551 Tel. 19, 


177 « .. 561 Tel. 19, 


178 To Sir G. Barclay .. 168 Tel. . 19, 


„ .. 170 Tel. 19, 


180 I „ „ ..171 Tel. 19, 


181 I To Mr, Fairley .. Telegraphic, 19, 


182 1 To Sir F. Bertie .. 168 19, 


184 Sir A. Nicolson .. 215 Tel. 20, 


187 Sir 0. Barclay .. ]2*7 Tel. 20, 


Tobreez. llus informed Consul. He will 
represent to Shah that ho will bo held 
personally responsible for any injury to 
foreigners .. .. 

Tabreez. Imminent danger to British 
subjects in the town .. .. .. 

Food for foreigners at Tabreez. Refers to 
No. 153. Concurs in No. ICG. Russian 
Government to Ixj informed. Warning 
might bo addressed to Shah 

Tabreez situation. To inquire views of 
Russian Government ns to dispatch of 
troojis to Julfn 

Anglo-Russian representations. To proceed 
with at once (see No. 101) 

Tabreez. Approves instructions in No. 162. 
To instruct Hi* Majesty’s Consul-General 
to impress on Nationalists that they should 
protect foreign Consulates in case of 
necessity .. .. .. • • 

Tabreez situation. Approves instructions 
given to His Majesty’s Consul-General 
(see No. 171). His Ma j**Hty's Government, 
would not object to dispatch of Russian 
troops 

Tabriz. His Majesty's Government are 
making every possible endeavour to 
insure safety of British subjects 

Zil-c.N-Sullun’s taxes. Refers to No. 101. 
To inform ’/il that His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment cannot undertake to instruct Ilis 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Ispahan to 
i intervene 

Payment of Felwuary instalment to Bnkhtiari 
Chiefs. Arrangements made by Hi* 
Majesty’s Ropnyenlativp at Tehran are 
perfectly satisfactory.. 

Situation at Tabreez. Refers to No. 177. 
M. Isvolsky has sent orders to Russian 
Representative at Tehran to warn .Shah 
tliut Russian Government Would them¬ 
selves take steps to introduce food unless 
lie gave orders for its admillaiiee, (,'nui- 
pamtively large force will bo necessary .. 

Situation at Tabreoz. Refers lo No. 184. 
Minister for Foreign Affnits has decided 
to semi Russian force to Tabreez. Orders 
to Is* given to the oflirer commanding .. 

Situation at Tubreoz. Nationalist cause 
nm»t necev-arlly U* favoured by presence 
of Russian tmops, as siege would be 
1 practically raised. But chief object is 


’abn-ez. Has soul telegram to Consul to 
inform Nationalists that any outrage on 
foreigners would Is* severely punished, 
and any amnesty would cxcludo them .. 
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188 Sir U. Barclay .. MW. Apr. 20, 1908 28 |tl‘“ 

allow introduction of food, lhis should 
afford good basis of negotiations, and 
Nationalist demands should not exceed 
scope of representation • • 

2 gn To! 20, Tabreex. | Refers .to No. 187. Consul reports 

189 .. " '* 10 * ’ al dawn Nationalists attacked Saniad 

Khan with no result, iiopes danger will 
Wow over, but can offer good resistance. 
Sutter blames Bagher Khan for plot 
against Consulates 


100 To Sir A. Nicolson ..' SC3 Tel. 


J 574 Tel. 20, 


J 570 Tel. ( 20, 


A&fctancu and protection of foreigners in | 
Tabreez. liefer* to So. I Oil. Steps of ■ 
Kussimi (loverrmieiit will have cordial . 
approval of Ills Majesty’s Government. J 
Necessity for prompt action .. • • 

Publication of Anglo-Uussian representations. 

It Kussian (iovermnent have no objection 
to (sec No. 110), it would have excellent 
effect. To iLscertiiin their views 

Persian financial reforms. Uefers to 
So. 103. Proposal to Ixj mado to Kussian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs res[*ecting 
advance .. .• • • 

German proposal as to guards for foreign 
Legations at Tehran. Kefers to No. 1V».. 
Mis Majesty’s Government agree that no 
reply is necessary 

Tabriz. Ilis Majesty’s Government lmve I 
no objection to offer to suggestions of two ] 
Consuls iM-e No. Ml). To ascertain! 
view of liiissinn Government .. • • j 

Tabrcc/.. t’onciirs in proposal in No. 1*1 


13tl I To Sir G. Barclay . .| 17:1 Tel. | 20. 


1 Sir A. Nicolson .. 213 Tel. 


Tnbreez. situation. Approves action re¬ 
ported in No. IB*. Gofers to No. 141. 

Is communicating with Kussiuti Govum- 
nicnt . • • • 

Concession for road from Kuh-Mnlik-Fi.ih to 
NnsintaUtd. Kefers to Nos. 353 and 
;tso. Pan XVII. Deprecates scheme for 
military ami economic reason, Govern- 
uieiit of India ww-ose granting of Goitres. 
mou to Kitabji. Persian Government 
should \*' urgisl to umlertnku improve- 

! mentis 

Kolat garrison. Transmits telegram to 
Vhvr.iv of iitttli March approving No. 453, 
Part XVU. 

Situation at Tabreez. Kefers to No. iKs. | 

I In coi.scptence of arini-tice Kussian force 
I has Imvu ordered not to cross frontier .. 

.bent represent at Luts at IVluan. Kefers t > 
y t . |•.|. M. | -\..|-ky doe- mu favour | 
li e idea of publishing the text of the ; 
pro grab) WO .. .. »• •• 
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N*i. Name. 

| 

Date. j 

Subject. 

Page 

20.’. Sir \. Nicolson 

.. 221 Tel. 

Apr. 21. 19DH 

Financial assialnnw tor IVrsi... IMew 

N.i. 132. M. Isvolakvs • ntieisms of 
scheme of Ilis Majesty’s Govonnneiit for 
controlling advance .. 

83 

204 i 

.. JH'TM. 

21, 

Tabiw/. liuwian torn’ will remain at Jolt* 

until effect of armistice is seen. M. js- 
volskv’s suggestion of small escort for 
bringing foreigners out of Tab ret. 1 /, 

; 84 

2Uf> Sir G. Barclay 

.. 230 Tel. 

21, 

Kussian troops for Tabreez. Kefers to 
Nos. 135 and 13* Trusts troops may lie 
ready t" start at .my jimnlent in case of 



’o7 To Sir A. Nicolson .. 573 Tel. 


.. 292 Tel. 

.. 293 Tel. 


215 To f^ir G. Barclay 1 illi Tel. 
VII Sir \ NicolKon .. 223 Tel. 


215 sir <j. Barclay .. 297 Tel. 

2Id .. .. 298 Tel. 


may also be necessity for supplic-’ 

Mediation belivceii Sh.il) ami Nationalists at 
Tnbreez. Transmits telegram (No. 13) to 
Ilis Majesty's Consul-General at TabreeZ 

authorizing hint t" concert with Ktuuuan 

colleague with a view to 

Tabreez. Kefers to No. ISO. If Shah 
i rejects adviee he will be |o blame for ad- 
1 vantage which may accrue to Nationalists 
from Kussian intervention 

1 Kussian (.'ousulatc-Geiieral at Bmdiire. Sug¬ 
gests preventing appointment of Ovseenko 

Kitabji’s projected mad. Believe-, real 
object of Kitabji’s vi-it to Tehran was to 
lish in troubled waters 

General representations to Shall. Audience 
to-day postponed: no* pressing for one 
to-morrow .. 

Tabrecz Attitude of Turkish t’hurge d'Af- 
fnirc>. Sadreddin Hey informs him Unit 
Turkish I'ensul-Gemml La- asked for u 
guard. German Minister probably con¬ 
nect iil .. • • • • • * j 

Tabr.cz. Gives |e\t of telegram front Ilis 
Majesty’s Coiisul-Gen-rul ropm.ding Ilis 
Majesty's Kept.illative it Tehran to 

I itring procure on Aiti-ed-Dowleli 

' Tnbreez. \pprov. S V.s. 174 and 1*7 .. 

1 Tnbreez. Armistice. Kussiati t'oiisul at 

I Tabreez siys no instruction- is aiitiis- 
tii’e have ii-tclled Am-ed-D wleb. M. 
Isvolsky thinks it U-iter that Kussian 
force should eros.** frontier .. .. 


Tllbt'i Ill- • .ut !e e ix.-il III Majesty’s 

(Vnsnl-Goiiei I.cert with Kussian 

colleague in te - onij*nnviiig dele ites 

, ltitruductii.n .if food ini" Tabree/.. Kefers 

to \ | r,;i an : VO,.. Two t ’•itistiU- 

■ Gei.ei d I’.iVe i'lbm.I Ain-ed-Powlo)t 

I th.it n> ip- will u. eotu|x»ny -tore- l-eing 
| brought »•• the town 

General upr*'■■.•Hinti»in-* to Shah. Kejmrt.s 
interview with Shah, lib Majesty u\- 
re-r i d satisfaction with 
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rONTKN'TS. 


XIX 


•233 ! .Sir (». Barclay 


T«*1. Viir. 23, P.Ktf Tabreez. Refers to No. 222. Nothing lias 
Ixm-ii done to facilitate entry of provisions . 

•jog To] 23. | Sini oxide. Moiii-ut-Tiijjarlias mined oxide | 

o5i Fnrur. Little Pnnir, and Mm. lias 
I* informed Persian Government that Moin j 
, cannot be recognized .. 

!I07 Tel. 23. .Situation at Tehran. Administrator of' 

Customs has been informed that Persian 
Government eau no longer answer for 
Minviour of troops unless they receive 
200,000 tomans .. •> • 

3ie> Tel. 23, Tabreez, Kliatih wa.sm-t raptured yester- ; 

day as reported in No. 220 


Tabreez. Two Consuls are withdrawing 
their Relegates from Ihismineh. as Ain-cd- 
p.ovleh lias not facilitated introduction of 

food 


240* To Sir (J. Barclay •• I'JS Tel. 
241 | To Sir P. Bertie .. 32'.* Tol. 


212 To Sir A. Nieolson .. 001 'lei. 


21 a To Mr. l‘\ C. Strick .. i 


247 Sir A. Nieolson .. | 220 Tel. 


with Minister for Poieign Affairs coueero- 
1 iug guarantees for Shall, loon, &c. 

^ Tabreez. Gives text of telegram No. t»S 
1 from I lis Majesty's Consul-General 

j Tabreez. Approves Nos. 215, 210, and 217 

1 Persian financial reform. Trusts there will 
he no further delay in ap|*iiutmont of 
Inspector of Finances mid Treaxurcr- 
’ General 

Tabreez. Only course now left open is that 
ive.in.mended hv Russian Minister for 
P,.reign Affairs in No. 214. Ilu^mn 
Goveniment must protect Consulates und 
foreigners. Statement should Ik* issue*I 
in Ktigland explaining imture of Russian 
intervention.. . ■ • • • ♦ 

Instructions to the two Representatives. 
Russian Government have already (see 
No. .Ml, Part XVII) !>eu» asked to give 
their consent to, ns suggested in No. 235. 
To state farts and reiieut request. Moment 
.reins favourable for bringing Shah to 
reason 

Bahrein. Refers to No. 101, Part N\J1. 
Transmits, with eoimnents. Nos. 50 and 7tf. 
Asks opinion of India <Mice .. 

Island of I lain!. Refers to No. 125. 
Informs of nnccrfaiiity of status of 

Cemetery of Ikesidti. Refers to No. •'»<>*, 
P.iM XVII, Do not generally make 
contributions towmds upkeep or repair of 
cemeteiies nbioiul. and therefor*.' cannot 
shute e\prnse» iucurml in lepairiug tomb- 
•tone ., but will accept as charge to British 
fund-, a moiety the iH of the proposed 

expenditure .. .. .. •• 

I Tabreez. Has communicated No, 212 to 
M. Isvolsby. I.ntter concur 4 . Belay in 
dispiteh Russian force, Question of 
^ending udvam e guard 
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•;i;; •|\.|, Apr. 21, I 909 Belg'mn Director of Btisbire Customs and 
" lVrrcpolis.” <lives extract from Major 
Cox’s telegram No. #87 

OM Tel. 21, Tahreez. tjuotos His Majesty.- Consul- 

(Jenerul’s telegram N<*. 99 

3 If, Tol 21, Persian Covemment am! new issue of oil 

shares. Persian Covormnent “ consider 

their right* prejudiced": would like to lie 

..I'.. I.. Mini-let fof torVI^H 


Karim irrigation. Refers 1" N;;- 

Inquires whether Hir W\ Will* k-- 

views, received from Him Majesty's 
I Consul at Moliainnierali, are to Ik* tele¬ 
graphed 


Bush* re Customs and *• Per.-epulL*. Uefers 
to No. 218. Quotes Major «'ox’s telegram 

No. :)*9 

Fltuli and C. iistituti n. Deports Shah’s 
f.ivoiiralJe attitude to. Hopes of gaining 
Hointi tfOojl .. 

Tallin/. He lun interviewed Minister for 

Foieigu Affair.-* on Royalist tieiienils 

obstruction of food supply. I-ault lay* 
with Amir dang. Shah had sent note* my 
instruction* .. • • •• **| 

Tahreez. Turkish Consu!-i5ener.il at. II - 

Majesty’s Con-ii! * i ionenil re|H*rl> c«»l- 

li-.iguc-i are eo-o|orating eonliully. and 
Turki-h C*.n.-utM5.-neral ha- a-Mtred hi> 
slip]***rt. Tmkish Clmrg« : d’Affaires has 
asked CoiiHul-iiem-i al f-*r explanation of 
his attitude .. 

Treasurer-*5.-.leral and In-i-ector of I’iniineo 
fur Persia. Defers to No. 211. Has in¬ 

formed Political Director that His 
Majesty’s tioveimnent Iiojhj I’leneh 
(ioveruineui will proeeed at mice with 


Oxide in theUulf. Approves No. 234 
Approves No*. 2517. 251*. 239. and 2 It* 
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23. 1'JOS liusldte. Minister tor l oriisu Aff-ura >>»•■ 
received urgent uppeid or dispntdi 
w-sidp to. »nnn tioveninient will ^ 
taku.uo action 

Hi Ilia MujcslyV Consul -(i.mcrel 
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2 ;i. .Shall ..ml Constitution. Vi 

apniint his undo Naib-cs;feul nut in p 
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•in \i.ohi-rvr-i:.ii HU Company. liefer* . I" 

l JJ.J, Persian Minister for Iu reign 

All'nir-s lias wriltvu to Nit >h Haiduv 
under a misappalivusluli. N.i.avs ot 
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aunt, res limited to lh"-e given in Ih-wm- 
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I lliissian ollirdr .- !■■ I- -m.l lo leliranlu 
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I Cotttfiil at Bushire .. •. • • lit 
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r,!,..d,' in IViiiui. >b.'ur.uu,-..i w * 
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i- r i f. i »ill -.ml (uriliii iiitoriuathiii 
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Cossiuka, position of .. •• •• ** 
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Sifwlulnr. I;..f, i.l.. N„ B .3;0,MV,aud'U2. 

1 Russian colleague’s views on his attitude 188 
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N;.M-ul..Mulk will return. Two Ugsliulis 
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Loan to Persia. Refers to N". 40k Mode 
of disbursement of. Reports interview 
with Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs n 

Tubreez. Action of Russian General. 

M. Tcharykoff says Russian General has 
demanded surrender within forty-eight 
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sentrv. Russian authorities think tliev 
were*Russian revolutionaries. M. Teliary- 
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Efforts to reconcile Shall and his people. 
Refers lo No. 112. Instructions do nut 
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I of No. 405 .. •• *• *' 

Bluejackets at Bushirc. Refers to No. 113. 
Admiralty have Been informed that reten¬ 
tion of is desirable for a week, at end of 
which they may he repla<vd by Indian 
troi.^s if extra gnnnl i" neevnsary 

ilis Miijcsty’n skip “bV ni Uusl.iro. 
Kefir- t..' No. lie. Sir K. Urey N«* 
that bluejackets will Ik ralninud W 
another week 

Pniivenul tmii-fer of Tnlirmi-Mexlieil ami 
Klinf-Nn-rntahuil telegraph lines. ■•'‘"i 
Mnrtey doe* not see wliy |irhici|ile <’f >■ l":ti i 
division between tlio two hx.'li.-|0"iw 
.hoi,Id Ik departed from, and Irunla w t- . 
Co y will obialn Tl.-atsury siniclnm to tins | 
principle.I 

rinntii'iul aK.i-l.nrv to Persian fb.voriiinont. 

Tnimmiit* telegrams concerning 
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I Bluejackets at Busline. liefer- lo No. I-'- 
Bluejackets might bo withdrawn now.and 
i„ view Ml Kllssialis III mirth might he 
replaced by sowars .. • • .. 1 

Advance of Kcshl Sutimmlists. His 

Majesty's Government sanction prop'll 
in No. * . To urge acceptance oi Mtah * 

PecrceH on Sipahdar .. • • • • 1 

Tubrvc/ (iovernor. liefer- III No. I.’B. 

'll. support Biissi.hi Colleague if li" 1 
..liieclleli. To |iress l’ersian leivenilllellt 
to si ml w ilium! delay, bill selection must 
slilt Nationalist!* 

I Persian l-mi. Kefirs I" N... 132. Ilnib-li 
share eaimot Ik advanced without ranctmil 
I of is.-eml Iv. If troepsare |atd and Minn 
i '.gniu-t Nftli. luli'l' grave re- 
I wsmsiliililv r. -ts . a Biissimi Uoveniment, 
who should prevent reai-tiou nu sludnt 
] part 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


431 Mr. M. Elliuger 


May 13,1909 


435 Sir G; Barclay J 389 Tel. 14, 


•130 „ » •*) 


.. 390 Tel. 14. 


.. 391 Tel. 14, 


..| 392 Tel. 14. 


252 Tel. 14, 


253 Tel. 1 14, 


till | . . .. 255 Tel. 14. 


^ 444 [ To Sir G. Barclay .. 214 Tel, 14. 


415 To Sir A. NicoIboii .. 675.Ted. 14. 


44ft Sir A. Nicokkiu .. 298 10, 


117 Sir G. Barclay .. 893 Tel. | 13, 
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regard to payment* (or Jfewg 
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Turco-l’eryian frontier. Has heard from M. 
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Turkish forco in I'rumia .. •• **’ 

Loan to Persia, liefer- to So. m Mas 
expressed attitude "f Ilis Majesty s 
Government. Rejairti* interview with 

i Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs .. 
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No. 414. Russian action nt .. • • P 
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i Russian ti--.ps to guard Kesl.t -Tehran road. 
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Transmits tele^iant fr«•«»! His Majestys 
Coiisul-Geiaual at Tahree/. reporting de- 
jMiL’ire of ituKsiaii p*e*t to I rumia 
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1 i. |>iii• - I Im . .u il.li. Imptlrcs derails as to j 
e.iielitions’en which Ills .Majesty’sGovern- ( 
meiit would udvanco money .. 
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To,. May 22, 1909 Ag-g *, | 

rulSng ap^inlri Governor | 2; 

of Knr* • • •* * * * * I 

41* Tel. **. ||* 

-,M Tel. 22, ICTn-lS! 

Itakh.Lri Chiefs at Ispahan Satiafnal tviU. 1 
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■ 2711 Tel. 23, ^Tratuindts ^.*1 * t.f"’ilroft ’ eon 1 

prats.I l.v Hessian Goveniniont ... ■ 

_,.ri Niisr-ul-'lnlk. Unseinn Ainhnssatlor has 

• KVel. -J- ^eninstracfedloe... with Ins Bnttsh 

coUeiigue in pressing NasMil*Mulk* t" i 
return to Tehran .. •• "I 

o, 5. 1 Shahnndf'.insiUnliotiipferapU.tktoovomsI 

* following uikiii nudrence of — n J * v l >r ! I 
Transmits Meieorandnn. hy Mr. t Imrehill 

1 and copy of 'llitperial Ueseript .. 
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by AsMinlily. Aetinjr Mimstor for 
Foreign Affairs* views.. 
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posod communical'nin to 
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Minister for PwdRn Affairs thinka Oover- ■ 

„„r sli.iiilil !>■ ap|minte.l. Uoasian "idem- | 
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M. TcImryki.lTs attention to No. Il«. 

I lotler’s reply •• •* ” " 

18, ; Conununlcalions helwisn < Z!l f 
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I l«ni>eri.»l ’Majesty **"' !»' “T'" 

I iti in'nmUitingtiium with. M. lcl.«rjk«n | 

1 n.|4.Ated iirdoiHKti^um (.enen.lalready 
j indiiMteil in No. fiM2 .. •• “j 

ii, i Successor 'f ('oltuiel ljukhoff. Acting 
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19. I Kvent.s at B.-slu and Antralwd. Miulater for j 
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Punoff .. - •* **| 

•»4 1 Wnncklmus’ wharf at Mohtmiinerali. Tran- 

I mils teli'gratn *ent t«» Hu* M«J‘*l>* 

I 4m- ul-r i-i.il al Biishnv inking b'r 
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•>4 1 Cossick r* iimiandi'i. Bcf' i No. 

I Col,mi-! Margaiii will n'litimm mi l.'ii-sun 

nelive lisi. Pnsilinii reluains statu , l u " | ■* 
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508 Sir A. Nie-dson .. 272 Td. I May 24, U'09 | 


.. 273 Tel, | 24. 


Persian telegraphs. Russian Government 
have not yet replied .. 

liecall of Zil-i-s-Sultan Kotow to Xn. «3. 
Shah iota his return. Acting Mimatec 
j f„r Foivign Affair, s.)'S liu returns at Ins 


.. 271 Tel. I M, 


511 1 Sir F. IJortio .. 73 Tel. I 24, 


513 | To Sir G. Barclay .. 259 Tel. | 24, 


.. 260 Tel. ’ 24. 


.. 201 Tel. | 21, 


516 , To Sir F. -Bertie .. 356 Tel, 21. 


Situation at Urumia and Tabrecz. M. 
Teharykoff informs him that Km&mn <•<>- 
vcrnuieiit is increasing Consular guard nt 
rnunia in view of information of anarchy 
there, ami that Russian troops will not bo 
withdrawn from Tabrecz Ivfore arrival "f 
Governor-General .. •• •• 

Nasr-id-Mulk. ftefet* to No. 520. Acknow¬ 
ledges No. 510. Ke|»orta conversation 

with Spanish Amlxta'ador 

German competition at Mohnmmornh. Is 
. ,.„vinced that lliiji Rais’ allegiance could 
!*■ oht lined without giving a liandle to 
: ilie Germans.. 

Mtijteheds. Proposed communication. Rc- 
! Iris tn No. 4510. Requests* observations 

' on wording of 

Kantian loan. Kntarn 10 So. •*»•'»• l» ad- 

Vance secured? It so, how. and what 

(particulars?.. .. •• * -1 

Zil-es-Sultan. Refers to No. 41*11. Authorizes 
him to reply as suggested if Russian col¬ 
league similarly authorized. To obtain 
1 promise of constitutional action .. | 

Nasr-ul-Mulk. To act in concert with ■ 
Russian colleague in sense of Nos. 48a j 


517 To Sir Hugh Burne* 


Abulaii 1'' nnl. Transmits c.ipies of Nos. 476 
and 477 H-peCting pto|msals for grant ol \ 
'. ... in ii-tnrn for irrunt of Mile 


518 To Mr. M. Klllngvr.. .. 24, 


519 To India Office .. •• '-1, 


Mr. F. (\ Strick .. • • 21 * 


523 Sir G. Butvlay •• 416 Tel, | 25, 


lloruin/. oxide. In reply to No. 472. copies 
of communications tv.-etved from .Messrs. 
Fllingei will I - sent Sir G. Barclay, nut 
no other notion will b»* taken .. "j ” 

Katun Irr'.eutinu t'om••ssioii. Transmits 

.on.-spoinlein.v with Sir G. Barclay and J 
Maj.-r Cos on -iibvvt of negotiations .. 2 

Nosi-ul-Miilk. Cannot return to Persia at 

..no . t •uesthui of his receiving assurance 

of British mul Russian protection in event 
of hi* return.. .. •• : 

Ua.vfhlii. Transmits copy '•» dosputch to 
Government of India, dated 21st Muy, 

1 relative to work at .. • • • • 

Haiti! lain nil in r-r-iil' Half- U.-f.-r-. In ’ 

N..S, 21, mul 271i. «'i-!io ... 

.,i,t to Itwiik'iil in . * nil" to |«'riuit In* 

agents to explore 

Arabbtan irrigation, fotivur* generally in 
So. |1*|. Sheikh'- terms appear accept¬ 
able, as foivign coUii*etUlon would !*• 
excluded. Kxclmduii of foreign capital 
would lie durable. M. de Sturler's option 
expires Junuury 1911 Nos. 492 and 
5lM») . 1 
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Russian troop* in Tabrcws. Russian General 
ami M. Miller agree that reduction «.f 
might be made 

t ionnnn cotnjK'titiou at, Moluimmerah. lvefer.s 
No. 492. Is oommunicaling with Ilium 
Office with regard to excliange of Consuls 
at Mohaminbrah »lid Herinammali. Insti¬ 
gation to Uiycott Wonckhau* to be ^ 
avoided .. • • * • “ 

SaM-al-Mulli. li.'f.-r* In So. 7.11. To offur 

RIIBIIO' ill So. 181 III, If RU®'»" 
league will join • • • • “ 
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1 Legations of appointment of as l resident 
1 of the « ounoil with [Killfolio ot I' malice .. -Md 

Proj o-ed ronuiiunicntioii to i lenm of 
Mesiij*otnmia. Refers to No. t»13. ^ 
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1 Ci'iiimmiictilion t" Mujteheds. Refers to 
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R'ls-iun Goveuiiii-’ut’x ussent obtained .. 

Kxelmnge ->f Consult*. Transmits irom- 
... nd.-ins* lietu-HMi Ills .Majesty* Repn- 
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P inn Gulf. Coimnei.ts, and ittk* opinion 

'lii.iisbu' «»f Telmiu Meshed and Klmf- 
I Nu-wntulxid, Transmits copie* csut-- 

..deuce with India Office. Sir K. Grey 

ii,ms jn view that expense should !*-> 
shared e-pmlly l»y t wo Ksclicquera .. 2.51 

Ttirco-Por.-ian frontier. Transmit* telegram 
from Tulircez rujiorting attack «»u Souj- 
boulnk by force of Kurds and Turk* .. 23.* 

Persian telegraph*. Point* specially men¬ 
tioned by ih<* Ru-»ialisat a meeting with 
expert at the Ministry for Foreign Affair., 
Wording of prop'vd Agmnnent with 
Persiuu G-*vornment wcems to-* vague for 
thu Russian*.. .. •• 

ImiKml Commissioner fur Oil Syndicate. 
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Bagdad 


517 Sir A. Nicotson •• 279 1*4- * l, ‘* 
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likn ilbtnil. nf .. 
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558 Sir U. Lowtlier .. 872 

559 India Office .. .. 

300 „ n 


561 Fir tl. Barclay 


4’10 Tel. June 1. 


Fir A. Ni' "l>c 


Tubreez and Turkish bast. Turkhan Pasha 
lui. show,si him telegram from Rlfaat 
l’aslia regarding 

Karun-KlHTkiT irrigation scheme. Trans 
mils telegram from Hi* Majesty* t 0U*m- 
t5ener.il »t Bagdad re|K»rling that Nr W. 
AVillc-. i-ks has clear idea as to method of 
carrying out, and I* ready to put his 
knowledge and skill at llis Majesty*. 
Government** disposal * 

Sejef Mnjtehed*. Infers to No. 515. Has 
ilgreisl with Russian colleague on terms 
of identic instructions- which have been 
1 stmt to Bagdad 

, Tabrecz. Refers to No. 553. Pcplorable 
effect of military authorities* liehavtom;ou 
co-ojiernlion ami chances of Constitution. 
Question of recall of some troops 

Turco-PersiaII frontier. Presence of Otto¬ 
man Customs officials in Persian territory, 
rumours of. Porte denies categorically .. ( 

| Salutes for Persian Gulf Sheikhs. Trans¬ 
mits note to Admiralty on 

llnlxit garrison. Transmits copy of a tele- 
| gran. t«. Viceroy, »f I4tl» May. approving 
pro|*wals as to .piarlers for tn*ops. Half 
| cost to lx* borne by Army Council . • | 

I Proposed increase of t'ossack brigade. | 
Kefers No. oil. Moment seems un¬ 
fortunate. Reasons .. 

Russian mlvaiii'i! ... IVolan Guivmnu-nt. 
Piait of Convention has been subimlbHl 
t.. KusM.-in lioverriuient bv M. Siibliue. 

Minor ... iiLSertwl since No. 524 

was sent .. • • • • • • I 

Russians in Tnbreez. Traiismiis telegrams 
1 from Tubreez rejsirting ••xce'sive a. tivity 
of, and on bast at Turkish Consulate- 
' General .. •• •• 


263 Tel. June 1. 


Russian aelion in Tahn-z. Refers to 
No. Russians have put forward 

large claim for damages I" their load 
against Fat tar Khan. Indignation in 
Tehran .. . • •• 

Tubreez. lias called attention of Minister 
for Foreign Affairs t . Nos. 551 ami .».»2, 
ami has suggested diminution in number 
of Russian troops 

Tubreez. Action of Rilrtfiuu General. Refers 
to N... 557. Interview with M. Isvolsky. 
who read report from Russian Consul. 
Ibis again suggested reduction «.f Russian 
troops .. .. .. •• 


H» 41)1 
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May 28, 1903 | Mohammerah Cotwulate. Defers to No. 53-1. 

• I £oril Mmlcv ngn-on tlmmllicvr of Imluiu 

.eriico duiulil In- iip|winl«l. uml concurs , 

I in Jiii'iit of Captain llaworth. am* i 

| of Mr. McDouall to Kenitanshab. Trans-1 
| mits draft telegram to Viceroy .. • • j 

T-t 3. S.T « t^SST ! 

1 received. Might he induced to change 
| hln mind .. • • • • * * 

iV.MVl 2. I Situation at Tabroez. Transmits telegram 

' f„„„ Tnbree/. reporting communication , 

imulo hv Turkish Consul-General as to 
.S.ittar and Daglivr Khans, with reply .. 

rtf. To I 2. Uussian action nt Tabrec/.. 1 ransritils tele- 

‘ gram from Tablet* ivporting on nuU- 

Du*siau agitation. lhis undouhteulv 
leing encouraged hv Turkish Consul- 

j General. 03 

T ,.i •> Nnsr-ul-Mulk. liefer* 10 No. SOS. Would 

1 ' do wull 1“ telegraph Ills inleittioiw witli- 

i ml iiinliiguitv. lliforrillili.ru rewiv.nl 
(roil. Minister fur foreign Affuirs dot-si 

not coincido vvitli No. .i-ls .. -uu 

T „| 1 o I.ouu 10 Slieikli of Moliammenili. To, 

I *• inform Ills Mnjeuiv's Uuimut DoUub m 

reply to Niks -I7C. 477. nnd -t. 8 .. -m 

..... ., Nusr-ul-Muik ile.'lres inforumlion about I 

1 1 " jirogntiulm'. lit- I,light sro if ns suggested ^ 

rts Tol ! :! I Bust al Turkfeli l.ogi»liou in Tnbns*. Refers 

1 , lu n„. .Min. Two Cuimuls uro u* send! 

,-emiH. Turkish l.'oltsul Im* anted iimler 
1 ortlrrs in n linium-i- nilenhited io mtlnine | 
pnpuhcu against liosslnUH .. 

n'J Tel 3. 1 Host of TnrkUi, lionjijljfC^Wluml at 

" ' ' , T.d.iv. , . liofors It. No. oM. Hives sub- 

st.iuw -J not.- uddn-sM-d l,y Turkisli 
Uluirgd d'Aifnirus lu Reiman (.ovonum-nt -at 

oun Tol 3 ! Hast in Turkisli tVmslllato at Taliri-cz. 

i:u-.sii.ii liiiViTiuioiit lt,i' advised Rnrte 

I ilnoiigli Ainlms-iidor to allow ivfugi« lu 

Il.-uvu . JjS 

lh'feme works for llis Majesty's L’ullsiilatc 
at S'iM.ui. Imputes as to necessity of 
and nd\ inability of continuing (*>eu 
No. . SM 

OJOTH 3. I Till,,,-i n. Refers io No. 339. AppioVM 

action . • • • • • • * 

“rt Tel 15. Utue-iau trovips in Tabreez. Io impress on 

Mini-ter tor 1’otvigii AiTaiu* necessity for 
I commencement of withdrawal of,as siiua- 
lion can no long, r U> expUined m l urlla- 
! ment .. •• •• • • * ao 

717 Tel. 3. Arabian telegraphs. Defer* to Nos. 516 

* 4 , mi ( 17. Pmsidoi* that Agreement 

should l*> signed at mice. To aftvrluin 

whether Kuk-mu Government are di.sjk.sed 
to accept suggested declaration.. . • 

71H Tel 3. Ruashm action at Tabroez. Defers to i 

U * ’ No. 580. Deplores.| 25G 


TABLE OK CONTENTS. 


No. Name. 

582 To Sir F. Dertie 


581 To India 


246 !I * 


MO Tel. | 1. 


441 TeL ■ 4, 


To Sir■(». Barclay ..j 281 Tel. j 4, 
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To India Oniiv .. 

Sir A. Ni.-nlsuu .. 33* Tel. S, 


Nasr-ul-Mulk. KcfOrt to No. oil. Io 

... vvitli itussiaii collonguo in m- 

ducing Nusr-ul.Mulk to soiul unambiguous 
toll-gram to Pemba ilovommont .. 

Zilo-S-Sultiui’s villages. Befom to No. «9- 
Camiot furtlier protect /.il. nit Its 
M-iiostv s Minister at Tehran will lie told 
to oo wlmt ho cun. 

liobnt gourd and S«- ; ,sl!iu guard. Ackuow- 
Imlges No. -1*1. Concurs in former (iro- 
,h>miI. nnd sees no m-wssit.v to revonsider 
second .. • • • * * * 

\f-tion of liussinim in Tnbrce*. Refw* 1,1 
’ \o Dusainn (hoernment have 

M-vcri-ly nOuiked M. Miller for nut re|wrt- 
ingmore fully . 2,11 

Tumi-l’orsinn frontier. Teraian Cotysriinn-nt 
have addressuil note to two Legations, 
eomplniiiing of eucroilelimellls in lomtn-r 
districts •• •• ’• *' 

Nasr-ul-Mulk. Defers to Nos. 571 and 582. 
Itussiaii Ambassador has recone»l im 
instructions, f.mimumcatioim Ixjtween 
SI,oh and Nasr-ul-Mulk. haad-ed-Dowleh -57 

Exchange of <5..isolates. Pending final 
exchange lie tween homo and India. 
Government*., latter are being instructed 
to arrange txTSOtuil exchange between 

McDouall and Haworth .. •• 

{safeguards to Sailor Khan. Defers to 
No. 575. No necessity f-«r (sc; No. h.'.i 
if lie l.-aves Persian territory of his own j 
,,,-cotd. Degreltable effect which wo.i.d 
lv,« protlueisl in Kugland if lm and his 
followers left to avoid o|>preJM»V.« tleat- , ^ 

inehti liy Dussian General .. •* 


Tabris*z. Anglo-Dussinn co-operation m 
Persia. 11ii h communicated sense oi 

\, . and 581 to Minister for P*-reign 
Affairs t.igether with Memorandimi. 

I.utter has given inforumlion of Itussiaii 
Consul 

Tatirin*/. Ilef-m 10 No, Ml. M. I.votnkv l 

says Itussiaii Consul at Talinu/. has la-eii 
reproved for not having reported fully on 
I will incidents 

Arabistati teh-gnij-hs. Defers t<- N*». 
Dus-sian Government have no objection to 
inimedi.it-- sigi.atii.vof Conyeiition as now 
d-afted. Suggest' d addition t • * s,, ei''t 
Anglo-lluksimi Agii-emeut of clause re- 
..jveting Du-sian hignallers (kw No. 516) 

Nasr-ul-Mulk. Defers to No. 573 Dussiai. 

I•overnuie.it Wave no objiHstion to com¬ 
munication of text of programme to 

Table**/.. Katlar Khun. Has u-ldrcssed 
letter t«- Miuist'-r for Foreign Affair* in 
aensu of No. 583 .. •• •• 
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No. I Najno. j No * j 
595 I To Sir G. Barclay ..j 284 Tel. 

590 ' To India Office .. 

597 Consul-General Cox 557 Tel. 

to Sir <J. Barclay 

598 ' Sir A. Nionlson .. ‘-98 Tel. 

599 T<> Sir A. NicolsOU .. 726’lei. 

599a Sir 0. Barclay .. ss 

599n .» •• 


COO .i *. • • W 




SoitJKcr. | Pa 8° 


Swr-ul-Mutk-* return. To cnncort uritl. 

Russian colleague, uud uptake alips to, ^ 
clear matter up (see No. o8*) .. • • 

Exchange' of tolograpli '»"*• ‘j° tcre J“ 

No. MO. TiauwulW Not AsK i ., rl 

Lord Motley's views .. •• 

Situation »t 111,shire. Deports i'.pnrsio.. of 
20(1 Taligistanis. (i.nortlor is dealing 
with situation effectively .. “j 

Siller Klmii. licforsto No. .VJ I*. Minister 
[„.. v,Adnirs Inis I'l.iiiullllii.ati'd 
hislnirlhnis issi'vd IStewUn Uiargo 
.TAfTniras n: TVliri.il with "-'gurd 10 - . .. 

CSivoj* substance of these .. •• 

Tnliri'or- lh-fers t<> Nos. *v.il mill '*112. To 
assure Minis!‘‘i' for Foreign Atom* « 

desire .. isi-"|iLTiiiion. 1“ “• 

hoped lliissinii military authorities will Is- ^ 

restrained .. •• •* 

Karan irrigation. IM«r» <“ 

TTulismils drsjalrli Iroin Ills Mi.jr.sty 
Consul ui Moliiiuiuiiiiali reporting "u 
Sir W. Willeoeks’ visit 10 Aims/, mid Ins 
views on irrigation . • • ■ *' 

Oil -vndii'ate. Transuiits (lespalell from 

ills'Msi-lv's Consul al Aliwa/. re|s.rling 

intentieli oi I lil Syndicate t.. to 

Bnkhlhlli Kilims II ]»'i cent, of oi.llliiny 

shares of one only o, several ' -|,"|SI' <■" 

it)e>iit lo lx-formed. Strongly dopre. ales ^ 

lilts.. 

Customs r.s-eil-ls ill IVrsi.1. Transmits ml.Ill 

showing, .lining year I'.IIW-U as eompalyd 

.vllll lilt- pro. ions year. Draws i.lt.-n"."J 
l„ ilimiiiiltiiiti of receipt* *" Britntli ainl 
lmliaii zone .. •• " . 

shall ami Coi.-liliilioli. liefer- lo N"-. ■■'.'I' 

amt Cm. Virws.nl onmiK'silioliol I alntiet - c - 

(l,| Svo.lirt.te. Ililll.-lllty niisell l.e|\v.-.-i. 

Ili.' Majesiv's t'.".-ill al Alnvii/. and syndi¬ 
cate'.! malinger. Explain-. mid wake- 

|m,|s.sals for seltliugtllv matter 

Sheikh of Mohaininemli's giievau.es againsl 
Cuslotns tdminislralioli. Tntu-unl- n.p> 
of de-J.all'll from Hi ■ Mnjesiy's Consul 1.1 
.Mohninmenih tcsfjjgfeting 

Event* III Ihishire. Ilefera lo S»( S» 
Ti:»n-*mit> |-»i« ; on *'f weekly diary "f His 
M:iii"*tConsul-General giving account 
of circumstances leading to luiiuni^ "t | 
bluejacket* .. •« • • *' | 

Karat, inlguli. Hef.es >- *«*• *>»•*£ 

\. Transmit* ropy of despatch f"tu 

Hi- Mii-o'tvN ('•>n>uhGeneral l 't Bu>»ni»• 

ling sir IV. Willeoeks' views ^ 
gatd'mg .. • • ■ * ' * 

Kv.-Uls ill I’ersin. Mniiltily siinuii.iry of .. '-'VI 

\-small.', s lo sliili. Transniiis Hole ad- 

,1,_l I.. Minis!.i for Foreign Minus 

hiring . 

Tiihreez. Itefers lo X... H.T.'eels 

lending up to arriral of llussiau triune .. -M 
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Ispahan and Baklltiari Khans. Before TO 
No 892 Serdar Assad reached Ispahan 
on 6th May. Khans arc encamped 2 nules 
from city 

Situation nt Bushire. Refers to No. 898. 

' Honoris Ilia! there is little change in. 
Arrival ef Daria Ihjgi. Act"’" nf German 
Consulate .. •• 

Shall and Constitution. Continues narrative 

Situation ..« Bushire. Has .informed M. 
Tcluirvkoff *.f re-emharkatton of him - 
jacket's. M. Tcharykoff said Russian 
troops would not ho withdrawn from 
Tahrecy. till a competent Governor was , 
api>ointe<l 

Persian telogroplis. Reports mnyeraation 
with M. Tcharykoff. Transmits Mcmomii- 
(linn of conversation between Mr. Kulston. 

M. Klemm, ami M. llartwig and reply 
to Memoramlum of 18th March.. 

New chief of IWinn IWiek hricnde. 

M. Tcharykoff informed him that Colonel 
Moroni "would not l>o appointed 

Arrest of fedni and float ruction of house. 
Refers ioNos. 551.552,aud 558. Interview 
with M. Isvolskv on. and on battnr and 
Baghir Khans taking refuge in lurkish 
Consiilate-Ccneral .. •• •*, 

German shipping and trade hi J Wti Gulf | 
from Septemls'r 190< t" Ik’hdaT l.jOS. 
Transmits report on by Vice-Consul Chick. ( 
with comments 

Russians in Tnbrw/.. Tninsmit. telegram 
from Tabrcex. Russian claim ngaiii.sl 
Sattar Klmn for damage-H t<» Russian load. 
Intervention of Russians in l ;dnee/.; 
arrests and blowing up of houses 

Attitude of Russian (’onsnl-'h-m ral it 
Tnbieuz. Refers to N-. 5*5. l nplyasant 
consf-'iiu iices may result to. for neglect in 
matter of full report. His Majesty s 
CotMil-Concrnl says lie is on good terms 

with Russian Coiisul-tieiierat .. 

Proposed inereaseof Cossack Brigmle. Refers 
to No. M. Jfahline has re. eived pro- 

I tost I from Peisiaii t Jovernnietit that. 
Iirigafle should inen a-ed by 250 men. 
Pioliablv could not !»• clone al om e. owing 
t.. financial dirtlcidtie- of Persian tluvorn- 

N. I r-ul-M.llk Refers to Nos. :.h 7 me! .v.«5. 
Shall has diaft'sl another telegram to. 

Cans*' u of recent hitch •• •• 

Bushin* ni.totn- Temporary arrangerneiU 
referrefl t*. in No. t.M ha- given place to 
i onufd condit ions. Pro|».'*'s to Imul over 
sliare of receipts (s»S* So-. 151 and 4Hd, 
Pal XVII) to I sink, as their interest is in 
arrenr .. .. •• •• 

Telegraph ('otivi*ntion. Refer-* t > So. .»98. 
Impiires whether Convention may la- 
signed. Gives text of pronutdo 
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j To&r(J. Hurt-lay ..j 287 TeL Junu 7. 1909 I 

I in showing text of rail* (a* No- J- 1 - 1 ) to 

I Nnsr-ul-Mulk . 


To Sir A. Nicolson .. 728 Tel. 


To Sir CJ. Barclay .. I 73 


Sir C». Barclay .. 449 I**’!* 


.. 460 Tel. I 8, 


I To Sir 1*\ Bertie .. -*>* 


To India Oflice 


Russian action at Tabreez. Refers to No. .). 1. 

I Russian Ambassador lias given explana¬ 
tions Minitm to those given by Minister ^ 

| for Foreign Affairs .. 

I Shall and Constitution. Acknowledges 
N'O. SOlt. Approves statement.. •• 

Klitctofai law. Draft luw I*** 
i„ Naiionaliiit provincial AtaewUmi fur | ^ 
approval . * • * * ' 

Situation at Medlcth Tra.ramila l.-Ugram 
from Ilia Maj. *ly '» CutiauM.fttotal report- 

iiilf Iiistmlws, though "u Bangor to ^ 

Europeans .. • • * * 

Kfrniamtltall arai Mohaun.iorah t:....^^- 
Ill-furs I.. No. 3 K 8 . .Sugginu « lUunmiKht 
ink., i-haigr- "f Muliammcrall Cnraulnto 
until a new man is appointed .. • 

Busliire situation. Refers to No. ,,3 ‘ • 
Keimrt.s ejection of Tangistnnw and 
capture of Seyyid Murtaax 

N.isr-ul-Mulk. Russian Government have »• • 

’ 'objection t« programme being shown to. 

! Transmits No. 3 L‘ 0 , giving text 

! Telegraphs. Transmits No. 022 . Asks views 


I Sir G. Barclay .. 461'lei. 


. J 134 Tel. ‘J, 


I Sir G. Lowtlmr *. !*.».» T «•!. I J ‘ 


Sir A. Nicolson .. 21*6 Tel. 


Action of Turkish(•onsul-Uencrnl at Tahree/. t 
! Refers to Nos. 608 tuul 024. Bjame riallv | 
tests with the Russians. Conditions on 
1 which Sutter and Bugher Klmns will retm. ( 
it. Turkey. M.SahlincH views •• •*. 

! Situation m Kaavim Sipahdnr apMnled I 
Governor of Mazanihran and t.hilau. 
Situation at Knasviu linpcuved .. •• 

Itocull of Zil-es-Sallan. u.-ft-rs to Nos- J93 

■uni all. '/.it taiulil probably restore onlur. 
Ilona not fool justiiiod ill |.ro»«|,K for Ilia 
luumi ia view- of lukewarm utututio of _ 
Russia toward* It .. •• •• * 

Solatan dofcneo fehetue. Defer* to No. 

777 No greater need tor detente* at. 
Soistan than at other Gonsulates - 

Korklm. Transmita telegram from His 
M iiest\‘s Consul-General at l»agdiul say- 
tag that Sir W. tVill»fk» 

... lai accomplished, awl that ortu 

may I).. Induced to adopt his scheme 

Nasr-ul-Mulli. I’.rsmu Minister doubts 

. .t.itily of. Sllggoats Saa.I-.aMlow o 1 

would do I letter i.a I'rewdent of the 


I.0..11 to Slioilill of Mrdianimorah. ludors to 
No. -.'Til. Recommend. reconsideration »l 
• i- nt ..f UMitit'A Comments on .■'lieiKli a 

conditions ami Reynolds' draft agreouiollt 828* 


r.uii.t: or contests. 


686 To Sir (j. llarclay .. 288 Tel. dura. 1*. J0«J '^l.oiiia not l-o’ pressed for i( 

Russian Charge d‘Affaires does not favour 
idea • • • • * * ” 

1 . , ltussiau General at Tabrisiz. Refer* to Nos. 

637 I Sir A. Nicolson .. ,IW ’ 37li and 681. Transmits copy of Memo- 

tamtam loft with Minister for foreign 
Affairs respecting. tins spoken to Mi»t»ler 
for Foreign Affairs in sense desired. 

|.utters version of events .’- 1 

.. .. . 6, Snttnr Kliait and hia followers. Refers to 

038 I .. .. No. 389. lias addressed private letter to 

M. Isvolsky. Latter has read instructions 

sent to M.'Suhlitio. Inst motions seem to 
he satisfactory .. •• •• :v " 

Riirim irrigation. Transmits copy of letter 
C39 India Ollioe •• •• ‘' f ron , tJovernment of India dated 20th 

May. with inclosnrea, relative to. Sir \N . 
Willeockss opinion on the scheme .. •>* 

| [ >) Persian telegraphs. Refers to Nos. 690,690, 

t*40 •» “| ** and 630. Transmits copy of HOW oy 

* J Director-iu-chief of Indo-European tele¬ 

graph Detriment on certain points to he 
decided. Uni Mur ley concurs generally 
in the views expressed by Mr. Kirk .. 3. 

cm -irti Birelav . 433 Tel. I 10. Electoral law. Refers to No. 020. Electoral 

611 WrO. Barclay - »•»•» I Uw not yet forwarded to provincial 

Assemblies. Cabinet limy object to certain ^ 
points .. •• •* •• -1 

fiif! Sir U Icwtlior .. 202 Tel. 10, Turco-IWian frontier. Energetic repn.- 

64! air t«. Auncr .. -o- .sentations have Ihjoii made by Peisian 

Amlxissador at the Porte on subject of 
even's re|«»rted in No, 6«6. Reply of | 
Turkish Government .. .. .. 

| C42 | To 8ir 0, llarelay . j * T,d. | .0, rffe 

silOiciont. To sign Arabistaa Agmiuuit 
.. : 

643 I To sir A. Nn-tlson... 739 Tl-I. 10, Ikraall t.d,-graphs. Itufursito No. (1)2. 

Approves declaration in No. 617, with 
addition indicated in No. 603. To act in 
seiiso of No. 330, Part XVII, first sen¬ 
tence, third paragraph .. • • 

611 To India Oflice .. .. 10, Exchange of Consulates Itetweeu His Ma¬ 

jesty's Consuls at Mohuminerah and Ker- 
umnsliah. Transmits No. 027*. ReipiesLs 

«4S I Sfr'SSUatU. .. 227 ^ 9, Nuar-ul-Mulk. Ruftta to No. 029. Iutur-1 

view with Rus-ian Amlxissador and 
Nasr-ul-Mulk. Litter Iiuh expressed hit 
readiness to icxx-pt ollhte, but his return 
must depeml on hU son’s recovery. 
Transmits telegrams exchanged Ldween 
Shah and Nasr-ul-Mulk .. •• 

Cir, Anglo - Persian <>il .. 0, .Sheikh of Mohuunnorajl* Transmits copies 

Company ! of u form of agreement botween Company 

and Sheikh, which Directors might sign .. 

617 Sir G. Ban-lay .. 136 Tel. 1 11, Payment of Oil Commissioner. Refers to 

No. 638. S.vligli-es-Siiltaneh t<> receive 
salary up to and including dune, tin his 
arrival in Tehran. Legation will lx* notified 
of name of his aucuuMor 


j To Sir (J. Barclay 


Ci;t I To Sir A. Nicolson .. 73fl Tel. 10, 


646 Anglo - Persian tiil 
Company 


617 1 Sir G. Barclay 
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! To Sir A. Nicolson .. [ "W Tel. 


j Sir G. Barclay 


mg r»|urt of ... ™"'f: 

Renewed representation! l * 1 I .jgg 

at Constantinopto • • * * ‘ ’ I 

,,, T#L ,1. ^logram ! 

in Meshed .. •• * * j 

, : ,, Tur»-<»-IYl>i;lil frontier, li.-fcri* «o No. ) 

111 K '' ' TnuumiM telegram fi**'l.v 1 

ing cvteuatlon ..1 SmjImmUI. •Ii»»«'-' '•>J M , 

Kurds .. •• •• "l 

"• «^,IS» 2 -Sr;l 

' tiui*stiuii 1* i* thought to have Lu ii | 

| Kted ... RtOi. I'*.. 3 , 

| satisfying Shellili • ■ • • ’' j 

■««i ”• 3 

permit of Lis return . • • • I 

11, P„l,li»ti,.n of p,,,gramm.M.f«ln r ms. llo-j 

• -1C2T.-l. “• bominoiKls. Hcnsma for this .. 

.. 4 « Tol. ». "er«u 

n , f Kit.*' "onUi I- I.H.ng 

sui^ool for complaint. Ho is a no.orn.nM ^ 
| swiudler .. •• ** i 

•• 7«-m "• i 

Arabistati Convention . 

it I i..o|s.M,l oso .ango. ho,on,I «... 

fiotn Tehran to Meshed 

•• I'UTcl. H. 

no. involvo lntlo-Kurol«n lolograpl, 
U^jiurUiient in any exjionse 

... Ilriii.li slum) of cnstmuH twoipts m linn,lor 

•• " AW^ ... in proposal to npprovy | 

suggi'slio.i in No, .131.. ■ • ’' I 

... I Pro.ws.Hi reduction of Hossian l*uon« | 

• • -Url lol. I- | " Tninsn.its lologram i""> 

ifiU ro,,or,ino ,l,n. Mg"* 

. lono.'ul m.'t I l. nural hnarsky art in a„n, 
unlit an to adviwliillly of 


' TurooPor.ini. fronlior. 'I'rnnsmiln tologian, 

tasj=i'f.;;r£:-rs 

I Coroiuiiwinn of Inquiry 

1,It,.so,I Moiiiorionlnin to I'"'*™' 
| at prvricnt •• *■ 
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600 I Sir A. Nicobbtf .. ^01 Tel. ( dune 12, 1009 


661 To Sir 0. Barclay ... 292 Tel. 12. 


.. 203 Tel. 1 12, 


663 „ „ .. 294 Tel. I 12, 


6C:> 1 To Cousul - General 


667 ! India Office ..| •• i June 12, 


669 Messrs. Hllinger nod 


670 | Sir G. Barclay .. 166 Tel. 13 


.. ICTTet. I M, 


Tnbrcoz nn,l Meshed. Russian Oovornment 
will wolnhly decide on teduct.o,. of tns.ps 
at fctweez. All lliat is mpurcl at 
Meshed is moderate increase ol gunnl • • ’ v * 

Loan to SLeikli of Mohammerah. Transmits 
communication for transmission to Major ^ 

Cox 

Iz-ase of land to Anglo-Persian Oil Corn- 
, anv by Sheikh of Mohammerah. Impure* 
as to exact meaning of No. 6a 1.. • • 0 

Nasr-ul-Mnlk. Transmits telegram from 
shall to. and from Nusr-ul-Mulk to >luih. 
Former expects to leave Kurope towards 
end of July.‘ 

Busin re customs. Approves proposal in j 
No. .* 

Prowsed loan to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 
Refers to No. 661. Transmits Nos. .»1<, 

:» IM. ami 616. Calls special attention to ^ 
two point* .. •• 

Negotiations between Oil Company and 
Sheikh of Mohammerah. Kefirs to 
No. 176. Transmits copies, with trans¬ 
lation, of declaration by Sheikh as to 
purchase of laud by the t ompnny. 
Undertaking given by former with regard 
to Kanin irrigation scheme, and under¬ 
taking with regard to possible »chemes for 
irrigation from rivers a|«rt from Karun 
scheme .. • • • • • * 

Mohammerah Consulate. Transmits copy 
of telegram to Viceroy, dated 7th June, 
containing Foreign Oflico pruj>osal.s 

Karun irrigation. Refers to No.all'. Ic-rd 
Morley euirenrs generally in Sir K. Grey s 
views, but advisable to give Hiejkh no 
more than general pledge*. ill view of 

1 Ilormuz oxide. Refers to ..I s . Gives 

substame of further communication from 
the Mouiu tcs|)octing the stock of oxide at 
Hormuz .. .. •• •• 

Sheikh of Mohammerah and * »il Company. 
Refers to No. 662. Regret- omission to 
explain which was Firman referred t-» in 
No. C,:;;, m Sheikh has not -'fat pioduenl 
the Firman, but gives sulrstance of its 
contents. Suggestion a- t** iv-surnnee 
(see No. 6.M) was put forward in view of 
imtejHUiultiniate paragraph in No. 63/in .. 

Insecurity of roads near Rushire iiid ilead- , 
lock in trade. TransmiL 1 ' telegram No. 212 
from ihishire, rejiorting that Rushire 
(JiutiiW of Comiueree have reipiesteil . 
fresli urgent representations to In; made .., 

lnscmirity of roads. Refers to N-.. 071. 
Russian fon.Mil-to m ral at lluslrirv Hiate- 
he is convinced Russian and Rritish 
Governim'itt* sleniM take -teps put " 
stop to brigamlagr*. Ap|rointruent */il 
n> Goventor is tie’ only chauee, but will 
make repivscntation* dosirvl .. 
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302 Tel. «Iune 14, 1909 


iusul-General Cox 697 lei- 
to Sir 0. Barclay 


To Sir A. Nicolsun .. 761 Tel. 


Mr. K. 0. ritrick .. tloiilidciitial »• 


078 I Sir Ci. Barclay •• |r, ' J l ’" 1- 


list To Sir t!, Ikirclny J SOTTd. 
088 I To India Offlcfe 


To Colonial OfficO 


To Anglo - IVtaian 

Oil <\im|mliy 


Tsbrcer. and Meshed. Refers to So. 000. 

lius-siali Govermnent lmve dj^ed^n 

reduction of iroops at Ubrccu 'Jr'}' “ 
of proposal. Sotma of Cossacks will be ^ 
sunt to Meshed • • **| 

Anrceiiiotlt between D'Arcy and tlio Bakh- 
tkriKbans. Refers UiNo.OIISu. Persian 
t lovenunent originally raised no AM 
to danse providing for reversion of build- 
mgs at expiration of lea*e 

Publication of terms "f Anglo-Uussinti 
Vpiiaeiilotions 10 Shah. Pro,.am* .f 
sanction proposal in So. 659, if Russia i 
(Jovernment do net object 

. , t j otl at Tnhreer. To thunk 
Suicr for'Foreign Affairs for communi- 

cation reported in No. 3 

Karon sleameis. lias heard from his house 

» t ..al, that llamburg-Anlenen l.iue 

lr yin rf towcure managementof Moiu* 

steamers • • • • * * 

Movements of Turkish troops on Khoi. 
Refers to No 668. Gives selmlaneo of 
further communication from Inrkisli 
Charge d’Affaires reacting .. 

I Tabieez. Reduction of \ln*s\*n trOpp s - 
\ f So. 673. Minuter for f oreign 

Affair. 4 snvs io<lu«*tiou has Ivon decided 
ii|> in, but ’cannot yet give details 

Programme Uf reforms Refers |o Nos. 6M 
I and 1176. Russian Government do not 

olileel lo puldiealion of substance of, hut 

M ould wish pivaulhle and point 0 omitted 
InseeOfity of iwula in I'vrsia. Approves 


-'T 

maiter should ln» dropped •« ‘ * 

~rs:s:T,r^&» 

Tolirao I" divide wllal is lirst lavoiicdile 

opportunity for raising tilO ipivsno" 

Peter Kltoiv. Transmits No. 65$'. Sir h. 

1 Iirev would be glad if urgent uuiuiries 

I .1,1 I.. of British < ohimbiu 

autiiorities ns to slalvuienls coiicoiimn, .. 

I Negotiations will, Sheikh of AWiauiuierah. 

teka.ovledyes No. 6IO Informs •, ole 

„ from 111- Majesty.i ( iiiisul-Gelierill 
at Ib.diiie. Ihspivsts observations 

Advance toSheikh of Moh.muiiertlh, U»»ons 
lo which sir i'. Spring-lttco attribute! 

.mi,mlo of Persian Government towards 

Baiildiari Agreeiiient, Mr. Groat Him s 
I opinion. Cannot do more for iheikh than 
I give him ;e*uraucu suggested in -V*. 
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; Consul-General Cox 610 Wl. I .Tone 16, 1009 


Gilt) Sir 0. Barclay 


471 Tel. 17. 


•173 Tel. 17, 


To Sii («. Barclay .. 30u Tel. 


' Tu Sir A. Sicolson .. 7*’• I Tel. 


To Mevst.-, Kllinger 
. umt Co. 


Mohammcruh. lieiersio .*u. «>"• * 

to obviate delay when draft lease hits been 

receivisl. lleRUesls that new |wiuts 

draft may he telegraphed .. .. ouo 

Programme of reforms. Refem to No. 653. 
Subject lo niOdlhcaUOIl III No. 680. to 
e,nicer: will, M. Sabline as to |,uhlicatlol, 
of .. 

TAdvamv lo Persian Government. Refers to 
| No 181, l’arl XIII. inquire* whether 
procedure prupwed in third paragraph of 
No. 1st. l’arl XIII. lias concurrence of 
Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs .. .H.I 

Advance on Tehran. Transmits telegram 

from iiis Majesty’s Consul-Gencpil at i 

lspulinn reporting visit from . irdar 
Assad liefore latter’* departure. Mrs ^ 
protiablc route • • • * . 

Advance on Tehran. Transmit* reple to 
His Majesty's Consul-tieucr.d at l«]isklmi» s 
telegram No. *8 (se« No. 0^0). expressing 
surprise nt. Sirdar Assads intention, and 
convoying message to the* latter depre- ^ 
eating 

Action of TurkishConsuidicncral nl Tahiwz. 
Transmits telegram from Ills Majesty a 
Consul-General. reporting meeting of 
refugees at Turkish Consulate-General. 

1 las mentioned matter to Turkish colleague , 
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desirable to any anything more to Hmaian 
<Jovi nitucnt ab jut proposed exchange .. 
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detachment of Cossacks has 

crossed frontier. Appointment of <•<•- 
vcrnor-G’, neral was made at suggestion 
«f two Legations 

... .... ... Moin’s Steamers on the Kanin* Moin says 
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..Ii ' o.isnlalf. TraUMail- I 

I ...am - III I" III- Majcaly s 
' iii.lrncling llim to lllllnl over I on-lllale u 
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[12315] 

Admiralty to Foreign'Office— (Received April 1.) 

(Confidential.) Admiralty, March 31, 1909. 

I All commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the AdmiraUy to tranamit Eor 
the information of the Secretary of State for Fore.gu Affairs, “PV 0 “‘“'Xfm'in he 
to-day, from the commander-in-chief, East Indies, respecting the state of affairs in the 
Persian Gulf. j am _ &c . 

C. I. THOMAS. 


Inclosurc. 

Commander-in-chief, East Indies, to Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) , . *«"**}.»» „ 

FOLLOWING report received by telegram from His Majesty s ship 1 ox 
regarding situation in Persian Gulf:— 

“Towns on the coast have without exception yielded to the national party, no 
resistance being experienced. Pending some agreement as to the sums payable to the 
local committees the custom-houses are, so far as issues aro concerned, closed. In this 
connection it is pointed out that several foreign loans were granted on the security or 
the customs, henco any negotiations are difficult. For the present the result is that 
there is a scarcity of food’, and it is feared that unless tho above agreement is arrived 
at soon there wall bo an attack on the custom-houses, with a view to plundering them. 
Apparently thoro is, in the opinion of tho Resident, no immediate peril to Luropeans, 
hut ho has made the suggestion that in order to reassure foreigners llis Majesty’s ship 
‘ Fox ’ might bo sent to Bushire. For the meanwhile the ship will not leave the 
Gulf.” 


[ 1010 ] 
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[12440] No. 1. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 1, 1U00. 

OIL Syndicate. 

Please inform Syndicate that Minister for Foreign Affairs desires that irom tho 
1st instant the 1,0001. a-year due to the Commissioner should be paid to bun. 


[12460] N °- 2 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 1.) 
tTelcgraphie.) P. Tehran. April 1,1900. 

WITHDRAWAL of Indian guard for Oil Syndicate. 

I have received thej following telegram No. 23 ot the 31st March Irom Ills 
Majesty’s Consul at Ahwaz:— 

" The moral tffcct of the Indian guard at the oil works, which is a most 
important factor, is declining; and, in my opinion, in which Lieutenant \\ ,Ison concurs, 
it has already served its purpose. The present arrangement, by which the Syndicate 
nays the otlicer and men, may complicate the situation when Mr. Reynolds goes mi 
leave. Moreover, us long as tho Indian troops remain the Syndicate s authorities 
here will not appreciate the necessity tor beihg in u position to place re rnnee on the 

Bak'd'angurndB^ent ^ kuly (]niwll up by Sordar Bahadur and Serdar 

Mulitasheiu, by which the Syndicate, commencing on the 1st April, will control and pay 
the guards ; for this purpose they will he permitted to deduct bOOf per annum from the 
instalment due by them to the Khans. The Agreement has been signed by these two 
Chiefs only. They claim to act on behalf of the whole body. 1 be remaining Khans, 
however, have not been consulted. Should the Agreement come to anything, 1 think 
that it would afford the best opportunity possible tor the withdrawal ol the piesent 
guard. It will, however, bo advisable to sense tins opportunity without delay, as it can 

l """“ L would v'euture to suggest that His Majesty's Consul-General at Busline lie given 
full and immediate authority to sanction withdrawal of these troops whenever he may 
concur with llis Majesty’s Consul at Ahwaz ns to its expediency. 

1 have telegraphed ns follows to Major Cox and Captain Lorimor 
“ 1 concur in your suggestion us to the powers to lie given to His Majesty’s Consul- 
General, but he and Consul at Ahwaz must first satisfy themselves that the Agreement 
in question is binding on all signatories and legally m order before acting upon them. 


[Him] 


B 

















[12451] 


No. 3. 


(No. 218.) 
(Telegraphic 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 1.) 


Telegraphic.) P. _ , 

•• DAILY NEWS ” correspondent at Tabreez. 


Tehran, April 1, 1909. 


(Confidentiality ^ Consul _g enera j at Tabreez reports that during His absence yesterday 
afternoon Mr. Moore, the correspondent of the '* Daily News, left, the Consulate-General 
and S up bis abode, will, Tjlal-el-Mulk. Sir. Wratislaw fears, from a letter winch 
Mr. Moore left for him, that he intends to join the Nationalist cause. 

Mr. Moore, with a view evidently to avoid embarrassing Mr. Wratislaw, gave the 
latter no warning that be was about to leave tile Consulate-General. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. , . . , Tehran > A P ril 11 190<J ' 

BRITISH newspaper correspondent and Nationalists at Tabreez. 

I have sent the following telegram No. 2G to Ills Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Tabreez:— 


“ You should, with reference to your telegram No. 58, warn the gentleman ill 
question that should lie take part in hostilities he cannot rely on British protection to 
save him from the results of his own action, and that it lie identify hunsell with the. 
cause of the Nationalist party he does so at his own peril." 


[125951 No. 5. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ilereived April 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. ®. Petersburgli, April 2, 1909 

M. ISV0LSKY asked me to-day whether I should he likely soon to receive the 
reply (if Mis Majesty’s Government to his last proposals in regard to Persia. I said the 
messenger who arrives to-morrow might bring them, hut I would ask you. 

Il ls feared that the Caucasian revolutionaries may give trouble at Kasvin, and 
perhaps destroy the bridge at Menzil, and a Council of Ministers is being held to-day 
to consider what measures can he taken for protecting the Rcslit lelirau road. 

1 asked why the Russian Government did not take steps to prevent Caucasians 
leaving Baku or even landing at Enzeli. M. Isvolsltv said he would bring this point to 
the notice of Council this evening. 


[12555] So- 0. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 220.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 2, 1909. 

RUSSIAN Consul-General at Tabreez. My telegram No. 200 of the 29th ultimo. 
Mr Wratislaw reports the departure yesterday of Russian Consul-General (see 
uiy telegram No. 200 of the 22th ultimo). 
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[12556] No. 7. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 221.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 2, 1909. 

A TELEGRAM has been sent to Samsam-es-Sultaneh by the Persians in London 
pressing him to march oil Tehran in view of the parlous position of Tabreez. 

1 have refused to authorize Mr. Grahamc to give Samsam any information as to 
real situation at Tabreez for which the latter has asked. 


[12557] No. 8. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 222.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 2, 1909. 

RECALL of Rahim Khan. 

Your telegram No. Ill of the 20th ultimo. 

M. Sabline and I consider that it would serve no useful purpose to demand that 
Rahim Khan should he recalled. M. Sabline has received no instructions, and in these 
circumstances 1 do not propose to act. 

I have already held both the Shah and tho Persian Government responsible for 
all loss and injury to British subjects and property. 


[12504] No. 9. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 119.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 2, 1909. 

CRUISER for Bushirc. Please see your telegram No. 215 of yesterday. 

A ship has already started from Henjam for Bushire ( Ills Majesty's ship " Fox," a 
2nd class cruiser). 

With regard to the landing of men, she must observe the orders which have already 
been issued to His Majesty's ship “ Redbreast.” 


[12504] No. 10. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office. 

Sir, Admiralty, April 2, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 1st instant, respecting the unsettled state of 
affairs at Bushire, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
request you will inform the Secretary of State for Foreign AfTairs that Ilia Majesty’s 
cruiser “Fox" (complement 319) has left llenjum for Bushirc, and that the orders 
already issued with regard to tho lauding of men will hold good. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) O. I. THOMAS. 


[12744] No. 11. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 3.) 

(No. 223.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 3, 1009. 

Mt HIAMMHRAII customs 

Referring to my telegram No. 199 of the 27th ultimo. 

According to a telegraphic report from llis Majesty’s Consul at Mohammerah, the 
Sheikh has called upon tim Director of Customs to retain for the present the receipts 
in the custom-house safe. In order to prevent possible disturbances, he has also 
demanded that the Customs steamer “ Mozafleri " ho kept at Mohammerah. 

llis Majesty’s Consul has been instructed by Major Cox to urge the Sheikh very 
strongly not to touch the customs receipts himself, and to repeat to him the advice of 
llis Majesty's Government not to involve- hiiusolf in party politics. 









[12745] 


No. 12. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 3.) 

(No. 2-24.) Tehran, April 3, 1009. 

^ ee, M)AII Y NEWS" correspondent at Tabreez: My telegram No. 219 of the 

1st ll ^ ul ^ ra jj g | aw (jyggests that he might proceed against Mr. Moore under Article 281 
of the Persian (trier in Council if he can obtain proof that he has taken or is about to 

t!lkl ' {’slml'i" 'o^nuthoiize Mr. Wratislaw to take any action without your sanction, in 
view of Mr. Moore's position as a correspondent. 


[12746] p 13 ' 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 3.) 

^Telegraphic.) 1>. . .. Tehran, April*, 11,1.1). 

fhlm^tweWed the^ftSiwhig telegram, No. Gl, from His Majesty’s Consul-General 
at Tabreez:— 

"The Governor of Ururnia, who is also the President of the Persian section of the 
Turco-l'ersiun Frontier Commission, has been deported to Salmas by the Nationalists of 
Ururnia, who have now risen. The archives of the Commission have been seized. 

It seems extremely probable that this manoeuvre has been instigated by the 
Turks. 


[127501 No - 14 - 

Sir G. 'Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .—( Receivid April 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) V. Tehran, April 3. 1000 

M ESI 1KU situation: My telegram No. 201 of the 28th ultimo . 

Ilia Maii-sty's Consul-General at Meshed reports that Prince Gabon, the Russian 
Consul-General, has announced that 100 cossacks with two guns will shortly arrive 

1 am informed by my Russian colleague that his Consul-General has asked for an 
increase'1 guard because the recent disturbances were due to an anti-Russiuu 
propaganda, that the Russian Consul-General was threatened and a Russian subject 
lias been killed. 


(10476J' No - 16 - 

Sir Jhdward Urey to Sir A. Nicutson. 

(Telegraphic.) I’. . Foreiyn Office, April 3, 1909. 

ANGLG-UUSS1AN Agreement respecting Persia. . 

UofOflJuco is to your telegrams Nos. 152 and 155 of the LStli and lJth ultimo 

^ the Shalt makes a special point of the Amir Bahadur Jang being 
rotaim -l in the l’alaee, His Majesty's dovernmont will raise no further objection. 

Points 3, i, and 7 [sec my telegram No. 328 of the 17th ultimo, which contains 
the views of His Majesty’s Government).—1 presume that when M. lsvolsky made the 
last proposals he was not iu possession of the substance of this telegram, rlease 
ascertain whether his Excellency would bo satisfied if a list of suitable candidates were 
supplied privately to the Shah. , , , . 

You should point out to his Exeelleuey the advisability of adopting a solution on 
the lines indicated above, and suggest that, as regards members of the Council, the 
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[127491 • No. 13*. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edtvard Grey.—(Received April 3.) 

(No. 220.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 3, 1909. 

“ DAILY NEWS” correspondent at Tabreez. 

1 have received the following telegram, No. 02, from Ilis Majesty’s Consul-Goneral 
ill Tabreez to-dav:— 

“ Referring to my telegram No. 00, Mr. Moore was publicly drilling recruits 
vesterday. A leading member of the American Mission has joined him." 






Sh-ih should obtain our opinion in the same way as in the case of Ministers. You 
should urge the acceptance o£ this compromise on his Excellency very strongly, and 
call his attention to the important concessions with regard to other points which we 


have made. , _ .... 

Point 5.—His Majesty s Government agreo to the revised version. 


[12745] No - 16 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Ilarclny. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Forri 'J n °# c «- A P ril 3 - 1!)0a 

“ DAILY NEWS” correspondent at Tabreez. 

IIj H Majesty’s Governinent are of opinion that the suggestion of His Majesty s 
Consul-General should not he acted on (see your telegram No. 224 of the 3rd instant); 
they consider that the warning which you suggest in your telegram No. 20 to Tabreez 
will suffice. 


[12891] No - 17 - 

Sir A. tficolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 5.) 

(No. 205.) 

gj r St. Petersburgh, April 1, 1009. 

’ 1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a note which 1 have received 
from M. Isvolsky, informing me of the reinforcement of the Russian Consular guard 
at Astrabad. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 17. 

M. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicohon. 

Mon clier Ambassadeur, Saint-Pete* sbourij, h 18 (31) more, 1000. 

.IE crois devoir vous fairc savoir quo des troubles serteux ayant delate a 
Astrabad, nous avons trouve prudent do renforcer do vingt-ciuq homines l’escorte de 
notre Gonsulat dans cotte ville. 

Votre sinceremont devoue, 

(Sigue) ISVOLSKY. 


[12856] No- 18 - 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 0.) 

THE Undor-Secretnry of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 29th ultimo, relative to the proposed loan to the Sheikh of 
Mohammcrah. 

India Office, April 3, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 18. 

Viscount Morley to Gorernnunt of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. March 29, 1909. 

MOHAMMEHAII. Your telegram of the 19th March as to loan to Sheikh was 
communicated to Foreign Oflico for consideration beforo decision conveyed in telegram 
of the 25th instant to Sir Cl. Barclay, repeated to you, was arrived at by His Majesty's 
Government. 









[12987] 


G 

No. 19. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 5.) 

India Office, April 3, 1909. 

8ir ' IN REPLY to your letter of the,31stiTm direct'd to 
the Sheikh of Molmmmerah and Ac ^proposal to approve tho action of 

state that \ iscount Morley concurs in Si ■ • > consideration of any other action in 

His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, and to defer the coiisiocraiion oi > 
the matter pending the receipt of further Iteports from Si ^ ^ 

(Signed) A. GODLEA. 


[12750] No ' 20 ’ 

Air Edward Grey to Sir A. Sicol.ion. 

(’r'ii oraphic ) P Foreign Office, April 5,1909. 

at Resht on a previous occasion. 


[12556] No> 21 • 

Air Edward Grey to Air G. Barclay. 

(No- ^ 22 ‘\ * \ n Foreign Office, April 5, 1909. 

( '' 'voru ’lclegran. No. 221 [of the 2nd instant: Telegram to Samsam from Persians 

in Loudon]. 

Action approved. 


[11468] No ' 22 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 12l>.) Foreign Office, April 5, 1909. 

telegram No. LSI [of the 22ml ultimo: Appointment of Momtaz-td-.NIulkas 
Persian Minister in London]. 

Api»ointnient agreeable to the King. 


[129871 No ' 23 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

g^liic.) P. ***»■ A “' il 1U09 ' 

ill Majesty’s Government approve the action which you havo taken, bb reported 
in your 1 .1.grains No. 199 of the 28th ultimo (last paragraph) and No. 223 of the 3rd 
instaut. 
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[9806] No ' 24 ' 

Air Edward Giey to Sir G. Fowl her. 

(No. 97.) Foreign Office, April 5, 1909. 

ilr ' 1 HAVE to inform your Excellency that His Majesty’s Minister at iehran lias 
reported that the post of Turkish Consular Agent at Lingali, on the l ersian coast, has 
offered to ail employe of the German Sm of W onckliaus and Co., Mi. Biou n, 
with the alternative that he should select an inhabitant of Lmgah for the post. It is 
further stated that Mr. Brown has refused the offer. 

His Maiestv’s Government have under consideration at present a proposal to 
appoint a' Vice-Consul of English birth at Lingali, and it has occurred to me that as 
good as the British Vice-Consul is appointed he might also take charge ol lurkish 

nlt<ir i request that your Excellency will, if and when you think it advisable, discuss 
the matter with the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs and let him know that His 
Maiestv’s Government are willing to make arrangements in this sense. 

J J I am, txc. 

(Signed) E. 


GllEY. 


[12207] 


No. 25. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 15.) Foreign Office, April 5, 1000. 

1 ’ I HAVE received your telegram No. 212 of the 30th ultimo reporting riots directed 
against Jews at Kermanshah. 

I approve your action in the matter. 

I am, ivc. 

(Signed) E. GltEY. 


[13121] Mo- - (i ' 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April ti.) 

gj r Imho Office, April 5, 1000. 

IN reply to your letter dated tho 27th ultimo, 1 am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs iii the proposal of Secretary Sir E. Grey to approve the action taken 
hy His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran in consequence of the demands made by the 
Sanisam-os-Siiltaiioh with regard to telegrams passing through Ispahan. 

I mu to add that Mr. Kirk has been informed by Mr. Barker that tlm Persian 
Minister of Telegraphs has been told that messages from Tehran to Shiraz can bo 
transmitted by land lino to Karachi, by cable from there to Busliire, and thence to 
Shiraz, thus avoiding Ispahan. 

' I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLliY. 


[131*8] 27. 

Sir A. Nicolson la Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April (I.) 

(No. 188. t 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. 8t. Peterrhurgh, April ti, 1909. 

PERSIA. Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 227, and your telegram No. 138 of tlm 
5th instant. 

The Russians have increased their Consular guard at Meshed. I fear that I forgot 
to telegraph this information, which was communicated tome by M. Lvolsky the day 
before yesterday. 

1 was told to-day hy M. Isvolsky that the Meshed guard is being increased miller 
exactly Ihe same conditions us in the case of the increase of the Reslil Coiisular guard. 











[13129] 


No. 3S. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 0.) 


(No. 228.) Tehran, April G, 1909. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

His Majlis ('ralsui-neneral at Tabrecz reports that the Royalists for the fart 
time shelled 1 the interior of the town in the course of an artillery duel which took place 
yesterday. 0 A certain amount of damage was done to buddings. and several non- 
combatants were killed and wounded. 


[13131] Ko - 2n ’ 

Sir G. Barclay la sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 0.) 

$£X) r- 6, MOO. 

In w »mm *» US »l H» JM“it} 

one which I should like to make alone, and my Russian colleague has not jet received 
iimtrnri ions Ii mil'll! lie worth whilo to remind the Russian Government. 

,e iSti^SSrgeiieral instructions it is all we can do for labreez 
though it would probably have little effect. 


[13139] No - 3a 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April ti.) 

(N°,- 231 -). , „ Tehran, April 6, 1909. 

(1 eh ••'rapine.) t. 

^havifrccoWocI tin* following telegram No. 00 from His Majesty’s Consul-General 
at Tabreez:— 

“ Tho party here in favour of peace are trying to enter into negotiation direct with 

,he %; en . have ... reports for some time past that a strong relieving force is 

•ulvuiciii ' from Salmas. There seems to be some truth in this, and it is understood 
'that the force has reached Dizakhalil." 


Sir hi waul Grey to Sir A. Sicolson. 

(Telegraph"''1 1*. , Foreign Office, April 0,1909. 

SITUATION at Asterabad. 

Uel'erelice ill t" your despateh No. -Uo "I tile 1st instant. . , , 

\e| ... tl„. request eoiicbrjiing remloreements for Meshed (sec my 

telegram No. -158 of the alii instant) you should also include that for Asterabad. 


Sir Eduard Gi ry to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. '‘‘ f t Foreign Office, April 0, lUOSt. 

(Telegraphic. t l • 

Pleise^rv't'-et imtlmrUv for which the Russian Cl.argd d'Allaires at Tehran luis 
r r, sir l? Harelav's telegram No. 230 of to-day) sent to Inin immediately 
applied (su. 8 ^ indignation would he aroused here against the Shall 

•MUs K Maiestv’s Consulate or British subjects came to any harm, or if His Majesty 
were to treat Tah.ee/, with barbarity. 





lltilit] 
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[13250] No - 37 ’ 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey— (Received April 7.) 

S5U . m„.,A„nn,im. 

Consul-Genomi (it. Busline 

“ With reference to the second part of my telegram No. 251. • 

« M; lv 1 irive the Sheikh some assurance m regard to the extension o the exist g 

guarantees will’protectT.hn^.^‘'l^^iWe^^MSS.enT by" «' institutional 
reply, which you repeated to mo m your telegram No. t>9 ot the 28th March. 


[13254] No - 38 ’ 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received April 7.) 

(No. 233.) p Tehran, April 7, 1909. 

^ ' ' KIN AN Cl AD assistance to Sheikh of Mohammerah. . ,, 

pfiving telegram, No. 300, dated the 5th April, has been received lion. Ills 

Majesty’s Consul-General at Buslin e 

' •' With reference to your telegram No. 09 of the 28th March, 1 think that 

U,at^ai31#)ligatio.i to giant, him a loan. fins great anxiety, however, 
as to his self-preservation at this moment may have made him somewhat vetom ■ 
c following analogous considerations, in themselves reasonable on g , 
inspired his application tor a loan • 

•*lle thinks that his host method of sell-protection is to wmmoncfr immediateW 

him either l.v introduction of pnvato capital or Government loan, lit has been 

0 !^, these e.insiderations bythe recent ..f a Dutch Concesst. and by the 

desire lo safeguard himself against any non-British Concession which may 1* sprung 
upon him by the corrupt Central Government. 

.. May 1 reply to him on the following lines, in view of the vital importance of 
keopingus good-will in the immediate future?: That, in the event o so,no serious 
utmtannn scheme being instituted requiring a large sum ..I money, and which would 
recommend itself to His Majesty’s Government, lie might rely on our general good-" 
towards himself to secure him either a direct Government loan or the means ot obtaining 
money from private British sources. Or, secondly, that, m the event of a small sum, 
when' he had stated the amount necessary and the object in view, the Indian Govern- 
incut would do their best to satisfy him. . , p 

As ivuirds a small loan, it would lie diihcult to explain to him why tin Govern¬ 
ment „r [iidm were unwilling to finance him temporarily us they hud done lor Ins friend 
Sheikh Muburek." 
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[13239] 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 7.) 

Tehran , April 7, 1009. 


(No. 234.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

GENERAL situation. 

I received a visit from the Turkish Clmrgd d’Affaires yesterday, who came to 
say that lie learned that a movement of the Nationalists from Ispahan and Resht on 
Tehran was contemplated for the 18th instant. He said he had this information from a 
sure source. 

He said that he had telegraphed to his Government for a guard of 100 men, 
who would, he thought, cross into Persia at Kasri Shirin ; he had done this as a 
crisis was evidently approaching, and his Embassy would then be in especial danger, 
owing to the presence of his bastis, on whom the Royalists would wish to revenge 
themselves. 


[13240] No. 40. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 7.) 

(No. 235.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 7, 1909. 

SITUATION at Meshed. My telegram No. 227 of the 3rd instant. 

Some of the Russian revolutionaries have gone to Turbat-i-Haidari. 

His Majesty's Consul-General apprehends that the anarchy at Meshed will 


[13256] . No. 41. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 7.) 

(No. 230.) 

iTelegraphic.) P. Tehran. April 7, 1909. 

FINANCIAL assistance to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

I venture to support Major Cox’ suggestion as to a reply to the Sheikh, contained 
in his telegram No. 300 of the 5th instant, in view of the importance of maintaining our 
influence over him rind keeping his good-will at the present critical moment in our 
struggle against German influence in the Persian Gulf. It is, 1 presume, clear that we 
shall be obliged to find money lor the Sheikh when he really requires it, whether wo 
now give him any assurance on this question or not, in order to avoid the danger of Ins 
applying for it elsewhere. 

If His Majesty’s Government does not approve of Major Cux* suggested reply, 
might not a general assurance be given to the* Sneikh that we should do everything to 
facilitate his raising money in London, should he require it for any purpose to which wo 
have no objection ? 


[13258] No. 42. 

Sir G. Bnrclan to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 7.) 

(No. 237.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 7, 1909. 

S11 I ll K11 nf Mohammerah 

Telegram N'o, SO from I Ms Majesty's Consul-General at Btishiro which I repcatcil 
to you in my telegram No. 232 of to-day's date. 

1 venture to suggest that Major Cox might point Out to the Sheikh of Mulinmmoruh 
that die time is probably remote when a constitutional regime, even should it desire lo 
encroach upon his rights, will ho strong enough to do so. lie might, however, ho told 
that the assurances which Sir A. liardinge gave him in his letter of the 7th December, 
1902, would hold good should the case arise. 

i have no observations to oilier in regard to the question of extending to his 
immediate offspring the guarantee given to himself. 










12 


[13259] Na 43 ' 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— {licenced April *.) 

(No. 238.) Tehran, April 7, 1909. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. , C3ent men tion of safe-conduct 

It would, I think, he pwfctaM* * gj iustaut P i ( would probably evoke from 
tA'l request Consul-General and British subjects should leave 

the town immediately. Persian Government holding them and 

ssjs - »#■ -*» 


[13240] No ' 4i- 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(N<>. 472.) Foreign Office, April 7,1909. 


[13239] No - 1B> 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

/t'!' 171 r 1 P Forci, J' 1 °# ce - A > ,ril 7> 1909 - 

U InDEAVOUK to obtain the rapport of the Russian Government to our represen- 
tations at Constantinople on the question of the guard for the Turkish Embassy at 
Tehran (see Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 234 ol to-day and my reply). 


[13239] No ‘ 4a 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowtlier. 

(No. 220.) Foreign Office, April 7, 1309. 

' ¥lfsim .Ely deprecate the dispatch of 100 Turkish soldiers to Tehran as a guard 

r ,1 *e„,i.'... 1 ,- S v there which is quite unnecessary (see Sir G. Barclays 

telegram NV 234 of to-day), and you should do all you can to induce the Sublime 
l>o,.r.. ,,, refuse the application of their ChargiS d Afiaires. , . 

The brigade of Persian Cossacks has always suthced tor the maintenance of order in 

TCl "our Legation is guarded by six sowars only, and the Russian by fourteen 
C 'ossacks. 


[132641 N<> - V7 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 1111.) Foreign Office, April 7, 1909. 

(T ‘ Tils' Majesty's Consul-Guneml at Busl.ire should bo instructed to protect Ottoman 
subjects there if necessity arises. 

Sr-e my telegram No. 100 of the 20th ultimo. 
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Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 8.) 

(No. 127.) 

g| r> Berlin , Aptil 6, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of an inspired statement 
which has appeared in the '* Siiddeutsche Reichskorrespondenz,” contradicting the report 
as to tlie recent financial support having been given by Germany to Persia. 

The latter portion of the statement contains a strongly worded protest against the 
allegations in the foreign press as to the anti-Russian tendency taken by German policy 
during the Near Eastern crisis. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. E. GOSCIIFN. 


Inclosure in No. 48. 

Extract of Article in the “ Siiddeutsche Reichskorrespondenz.” 

(Translation.) 

TH K " Birsheviya Vyedomosti ” is trying, by reference to English sources, to 
make it appear credible that the Shah of Persia has received a considerable sum <>f 
money from •Germany. The “ Bureau Reuter ” received a communication from 
St. Peterspiirgh to the effect that according to reports received there the Gerjnan 
Government have offered to intervene between the Shall and the Persian revolutionaries. 
On the very day, however, when this announcement reached the Russian capital, 
Prince BUlow made a statement in the Reichstag respecting the position we laid 
taken up with regard to the Persian disturbances and lie specially emphasized the fact 
that we do not intend to interfere in the internal affairs of Persia. This statement 
removes all grounds for discussion about Germany giving financial help to the Shull 
in order to continue the war with his own people, and also with regard to our alleged 
intervention iu the,Persian party struggles. 

False reports which try to add something to our policy in Persia, are comparatively 
harmless. Tne clumsy untruths regarding a terrorizing of Russian diplomacy by 
Germany, a rude note, an ultimatum, threats of German mobilization, and even of a 
German invasion must be more seriously considered. The authors of these stories 
know that there is nothing behind them hut their own imagination. It appears, 
however, as if a great part of the European press systematically attempted to entangle 
Russian public opinion in a mesh of anti-German lies. Our diplomacy lias nothing to 
explain away or to hide with regard to what it did in St. Petersburg!! towards the 
maintenance of jjeace. We do not need to withdraw one word; but we do not want 
to be credited with statements that have not been made. 


113394] No- 49. 

Mr. D'Arcy to Foreign Office.—(Received April 8.) 

Bear Mr. Mallet, Stanmore Hall, Stanmore , April 0, 1909. 

I HAVE to thank you for your letter of the 3rd instant, which I bad an opportunity 
of discussing with some of the friends interested in Persia with me, and wo arc <|uite 
prepared to fall in with the recommendations that you make subject to the conditions 
detailed in your letter. 

Wo would, however, beg that when and if the guard is removed a hint be 
conveyed to the Persian authorities ami local Chieftains, something to the effect that, 
although owing to the amicable relations existing between them and British subjects 
engaged iu their business in Southern Persia the guard in question is being removed, 
they may expect its prompt reappearance should there be a change in the nature of 
those relations snob as might cause His Majesty's Government to consider a return of 
the guard desirable. 

[1019] 


E 
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Mr. Reynolds proceeds on leave. ’ Yo urs &0 

(Signed) W. K. D’AltCY. 


[13332] No ‘ 50 ‘ 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 8.) 

Viceroy,'dated the Oth April, relative to the ttffwrs ol the Oil Syndic.it . 
India Office , April 7,11)09. 


Inclosure in No. 50. 

Fi'scouul Morleij to Government of India. 

... r, India Office , April G, 1909. 

<T f'| l |''ASE & telegram of 15th ultimo from His Majesty’s Minister Tehran 

after consultation with ( onsul, hi . . . , | t ,.j es This has concurrence of 

gSnli-Oatopportunity win 1. lalbf wl.on • MM“" ll thiIt d 1 
fore lio avoided. 


[13408] No - 51 ' 

•Sir A. Nicolttnn to Air lidmard Grey.—(Received April 8.) 

(No. 190.) jjj, I'cteisbiirijli, April A, 1909. 

^ S’nl'H toletrram No. dill [of the Oth instant t l tilirce/.]. . . , 1 , • _ 

1' si , Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that he ,s telegraphing to Russian 
(’l„Jn ; AffaS Tehplo concert with British Minister as te comimurmation ^ 
he made to the Shall meeting the eventuality of massacres and reprisals by Ins troops 

aud ttitiilo ct::cKM<.si"d tve not ye, crossed the frontier, but that 
instrnetioiis^len to them and to those for Asterabatl are identical with those given ,n 
the* cast* of lioslit. 


[13415] Ko 5 "’ 

sir A. NicoUon to Sir Edward Grey (Received April 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. *• A ' ,ril S ' 1!K)9 ' 

Your tfli'^rams No^. uiul •!< I of tliu itli iiistuut. 

| am infumied hv M. tsvolsky that instructions will be sent as to protect ion being 
afforded to the lives and property of British subjects by the Russian guaid at Meshed. 

|I'm l-'.\eolleiiev also promises to instruct the Russian Representative at 
Constantinople to support the representations which Sir G. Imwther is lo make there. 
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[13416] 


No. 58. 

Sir A. Xicolson lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 8.) 

St. Petersbunjh, April 8, 1909. 


(No. 193.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . . 

' sUtlGESTED joint representations to the Shah. 

Russian Government agree to the modifications which wo recently suggested, 
and 1 have received an aide-memoire from *M. Isvolsky containing the following 
programme:— 

(R) 1. The two Governments demand of the Shah the resignation of the Grand 
Vizier as well as of Ameer Behadur Jang ; the last to bo removed from all Ins offices 
in the Cabinet and at the Palace. If the Shah presses very hard to retain him at the 
Palace, this point may be conceded. - . .,. , 

8. Governments will obtain from Shah [V group omitted- promise toj re-estauusn 
constitutional regime after the introduction of the following reforms. * 

3 . The composition of a Cabinet composed of persons worthy of confidence, and 

the addition without delay to the Council of Empire of enlightened persons belongmg 
10 different parties. , T 

The Council to elaborate and promulgate a now Electoral Law. 1 ho Ix-ptions 
will privately submit to the Shall a list of candidates for the Cabinet and the Connell. 
If die Shah'chooses people not inspiring the necessary conlidenee, no money advance 
will be made to Persia. , _ , , . , . 

4. Two Governments will obtain from the Shah a general amnesty with the 

limitations previously announced. . 

5. Two Governments will demand that a date for the elections and for the 
convocation of the Assembly be immediately announced. These dates to he made 
known to the whole country without delay. 

It. Russian Government may, if they think it necessary, advance to the Persian 
Government 100,0001. as soon 'as preparatory measures enumerated in paragraphs 
1 to 5 have been taken by the Shall. British Government will, if they consider it 
necessary, make a similar advance to the Persian Government when the elected 
Assembly will have accepted a foreign loan [V] more or less considerable. 


Assistance of the two Governments for a foreign loan will only be granted on 
condition that a special Commission composed or Directors of British aud Russian 
Banks and of Persian Delegates is constituted. Commission would control expenditure, 
would supervise elaboration of the annual departmental budgets as well as their 
application in conformity with the Budget which will be drawn up by tin: Minister of 
Finance with tile aid of the Commission, and will assist the Minister of Finance, ill 
revising and regularizing the law on Muliat. 

Russian Government consider that, if the Shah does no, accept this programme in 
all its details, the two Governments should desist from giving the Shah advice and 
leave him to his own resources, aud ho can no longer count upon any support, from 
them, la submitting the programme lo the Shall the two Representatives should make 
a categorical declaration to the above effect. 

Russian Government would like to hear, as soon as possible, whether 11 is Majesty's 
Government agree with the above programmo so as to send the necessary instructions 
by telegraph. (End of R.) 


ll is not quite clear to me whether you are in accord with the views of tins 
Russian Government as to the Special Commission and the functions which it is 
proposed that it should exereiso; I am also nut quite clear as lo whether ils prp|)o«od 
fund ions would not clash in some measure with the duties assigned to the Financial 
Adviser aud to the Treasurer-General. 


113417] No. 51. 

Sir A. S'icolsoii to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 8.) 

(No. 191.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. St. I’etemtiuryh, Aprils, 1909. 

AT our interview to-day M. Isvolsky informed me that a dragoman from the 
Russian Legation at Tehran is being seat lo Ka/.viu with an escort of live Cossacks for' 
the protection of the officers employed by the road administration at the latter place. 
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[ 13405 ] No - 55 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 8.) 

KShic) P. Tehran, April 8,1009. 

According teifreport. which I have received from TTis Majesty's Consul-General at 
Ispahan, Sardar Assad is expected to arrive there in a week with cavalry' said to 

n '"" On theSth instant two of the Khans from Tehran left Kashan For Ispahan. They 
will he met at Nuncltikhar by several Khans from Ispahan. The B&khtmri at Ispahan 
announce their intention of starting “ at the new moon (viz., the -Oth instant) on their 
march on Tehran. 


[ 13414 ] No - 5e - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 8.) 

telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April S, 1909. 

I’ROTKCTION of Bahreinis. , , .• t T 

I am afraid that wo shall run the risk of raising the general question if take 
action in the sense of the last paragraph of your despatch No. J- of the■ lith ultimo. 
Unless His Majesty’s Government are prepared to press the question to an issue I 
should be loath to do this. (Please see your telegram to Mr. Marling No. 100 of UOo.) 

Have wo not Sufficiently assorted our position m regard to tills question for the 
present by unr success in obtaiuiug tho withdrawal of the objectionable note . 


[ 13259 ] No - 57 • 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. liarclay. 

(Telegraphic.) If. f orei 91 ? fi|^ 17 8| 19 ° 9 ' 

V(>UR telegram No. 23S [of the 7th instant: bituatiou at labreozj. 

1 agree. 


[135261 No - 38 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

^Tcic'u'uiiliic) I’ Poreiyn Office, April S, 1909. 

' \t't't Ilf l>INt; to information which has been received by the Russian Government, 
the population of Tahrccz would lie ready to capitulate if they could obtain reasonable 

terms ft.. the Shah, and they suggest that tho Consiils-Gonoral at labroez should be 

instruclcil Itv the British and Russian lfu|>rcscntatives at lehran to report what they 
consider the' most practicable manner of arriving at an agreement between the Royalists 
and the Nationalists in order to avoid the bloodshed with which the town is now 
threatened. 


H3423 No. 59. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 9.) 

(Telegraphic ) I’ Tehran, April 9, 19U9. 

HUSH lUK situation. , . n . . 

In ;i tfl.n'iain No. 87,:U5, dated to-day, His Majesty s Consul-General at Bushire 
reuorts that vvsteid.iv olio of the numerous bauds which hud been brought into tho town 
bv Sk v via Murteza got out of control and made a raid on part of the bazaar during tho 
day ’ Several robberies, some of a considerable quantity of British merchandize, took 
place during the night. Major Cox adds that in consequence the bazaar was closed 
to-day. 
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[13424] 


No. CO. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sit Edward Grey.—(Received April 9.) 

(Telegraphies) P. Tthran > A > nil 190a 

SITUATION at Bushire. 

1 have received the following telegram from Ilis Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Bushire, No. 31G, of the 8th April:— 

The position lias become still more serious than as reported in my immediately 
preceding telegram. 

1 My Russian, Turkish and German colleagues have been urgently representing to 
me to-ilav the. necessity for His Majesty's Government to intervene so as to restore 
order; and, in my opinion, we should greatly lose prestige were we not to do so. 

Scvyid Murteza repudiates all responsibility for the maintenance of order, and the 
disorderly hand of Tufangehis which he has collected arq, now apparently completely 

° Ut 'Vl ie bond tide Constitutional Party, on the other hand, have to-day informed me 
that they have broken their connection with him, and can no longer bo held responsible. 
They have for the past week been trying to get rid of him or bring him to reason, but 
without success. . 

This afternoon I informed Seyyid Murteza that I could no longer believe in Ins 
protestations of good faith after bis persistent retention of these Tufangehis ami then- 
lawless outbreak of last night, I further informed him that I should have to report to 
my Government that we could no longer rely on the good intentions of the soi-disant 
Nationalist leader, and that measures must be taken for the protection of British 
interests, unless the Tufangehis were immediately disbanded or greatly reduced, lie 
replied tliis evening that though he still disclaimed all responsibility lie was never¬ 
theless doing his utmost to maintain order, that he was now paying of! his riflemen and 
doing his best to get rid of them. . , . 

To-night the promiscuous rifle tiring of last night is being renewed, and it appears 
to me to become urgent that we take our own measures for the restoration ot order, 
unless those riotous elements are removed or reduced to-morrow. ...... , 

If 1 were to inform the Seyyid and leaders of Tufangehis that His Majesty s ship 
“ Fox would land men and guns to remove them, if they would not leave of their own 
accord, 1 think the threat would he sufficient, if His Majesty’s Government were 
prewired to put it into execution. . _ 

1 would venture to point out, that this is merely a question ol suppressing 
brigandage, and implies no interference with Nationalism. 


[13425J No. til. 

sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Ilereived April 9.) 

[Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 9, 1009. 

BUSH I HE situation. 

1 have sent the following telegram, No. 85, to Ilis Majesty s Consul-General at 
Bushire to-day:— 

“ You are authorized to use the threat you suggest in your telegram No. 88,-UP of 
yesterday’s date You may also curry it out if it produces no real improvement in 
the situation. . . 

“ Before landing a force, should it become necessary to do so, you should iksuo 
a notification to the effect that it is in the interests of order solely that this step is 
taken." 

M. Saldino is Iniing informed of the situation. 


[ 104 '.)] 
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[13426] No. 02. 

Sir G. llarclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 9.) 

(No. 211) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 9,1909. 

BUSIIIRE situation. 

Following telegram, No. 87, sent to-day to His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Bush ire*:— 

Please substitute* in my telegram No. 85 of’ to-day the words “ tor the protection 
of Hritish subjects and foreigners,” for “ in the interests of order.' 

Offensive action should of course be avoided by the troops unless the lives of 
foreigners are in danger without it, in the event of your being compelled to land a 
force. 


[135051 No. 03. 

Indin Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 10.) 

gj r> India Office , April 7, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter of the Gth ultimo, 1 am directed to inclose copy of 
telegraphic correspondence with the Viceroy respecting M.E. Kitabjis application for 
a Concession to construct a road from Koh-i-Mulik Siah to Nasratahad. 

Viscount Morley concurs generally in the views expressed by the Government of 
India, and thinks it would be desirable to oppose the grant of the Concession. 

On the general question ol policy involved, I am to say that V iscount Morley would^ 
be opposed, for the military foul economic reasons referred to by the Government of 
India, !o any ambitious scheme of road construction in these regions. The l>est course 
to be pursued in present circumstances appears to be that indicated in Sir A. llardinges 
despatch to the Government of India of the 1‘Jth December, 1902, to which you call 
attention, and to continue, as occasion offers, to urge the Persian authorities to make 
such improvements in the existing track as are most needed for the purposes of Indian 
trade. It must, however, be admitted that the efforts of His Majesty's Consul to 
persuade the local officials to take action have not led to any practical result. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 03. 

Ftscoun/ Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. /«</«/ Office, Murch M, 1909. 

IIEPOKT from Sir G. Barclay states a Concession for road from Koh-i-.Malik Siah 
to Nasratahad is being Sought by ’Edward Kitabji at Tehran. Kitabji says he will form 
a British Company to work Concessit!n, hut be does not apparently represent ^ any 
English group, lie wishes negotiate privately, and has not invoked the aid of the 
British Ligation. Apparently he is not qualified for naturalization, although he 
declares his intention of becoming a British subject. Imjuirv is made by Foreign 
Office as to expediency of opposing application. For Kitabjis antecedents please 
nifor I" I’imvs letter to Foreign Office of the 15th April, 1907, inclosed with 
letter of the 10th May, 1907, from Political Secretary, India Ollico. 


luclosuro 2 in No. 03. 

Government of India to l iscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. March 30, 1909. 

YOUR telegram of the 12th March : Read from Nasratahad to Koli-i-Malik Siah. 
Application ..f M. Kitabji shmiltl, in our opinion, he regarded with suspicion. 
Genuine Company would never derive benefit from Guticessioii, hut it could he used 
to hamper our trade, to subvert British influence, and to obtain rights amounting 


to domination over the Seistan landholders, through whose land would run the only 
portion of road requiring construction, and whose labour would make the road, if it 
were constructed. Road: dues, moreover, in addition to existing heavy charges for 
freightage, cannot be borne by trade on this route. On strategical grounds, Concession 
is strongly opposed by : military authorities. I consider that attempt to frustrate 
application should be made in the interests of trade, no less than on political and 
military grounds. 


[13527] No. 64. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received April 10.) 

(Confidential.) 

® ir > T ... ... r , , Admiralty, April 10, 1909. 

I A.M commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of'a telegram dated 
9th instant from the Commander-in-chief, East Indies. 

■ I am, &e. 

(Signed) C. I. THOMAS. 


Inclostire in No. 64. 


Rear-Admiral Sir G. Warrender to Admiralty. 

(Teicgraphjc.) P Bombay, April 9, 1909. 

Busliiro - | g 0fficer ’ 1S Mujcsty s shi P " Fox >" as follows from 

Uc have been asked by the Representatives of the foreign I 

.....is ta' ’ ... ... 

isacked. 

have been sent, by me to His .Majesty's sbip 
flic disembarkation of any of the 


“ Wo have been asked by the Representatives of the foreign Powors to restore 
order, as continued bring is taking place and mob law prevails in the town. The 
bazaar Jias already been .sacked.” 


In reply, the following orders 
“ Fox — 


i 1 n ? embarkation of any or the crow of His Majesty’s ship ‘ Fox ’ lor servfce 

“ s],,, . r '- 18 f to.lilt,wed unless the state of affairs is serious, and you are to res.rktt 

youiseir to affording assistance and protection to British and European subjects." 


Tehran, April In, 1909. 


[ 13645 ] No; 05. 

(No -J.j .5 ) Sir (i ' ,1 " rclm J 10 Sir Eduard Grey.—. Received April 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

I LF Shah’s jewels. 

It ts sat.l that Mr. Kitabji and a British subject named Richard are negotiating 

SSL**" w * - .. . - ....* 

of Uf S " ch ,'} t 1 ran *r. tio “ would much strengthen the Shah. The transfer 

the I X a " "? a1,1 «»*Pt through the Imperial Hank of Persia or 

dmiiT! , »n'f wo " l i l that tho imperial Bank might he re.,m,si,.,| to 

M. Sahliue is suraTt' ral ° f " r | U “ y «*““«*erablo transfer It, Kitabji or liielmr.l, 
Russian Bank! Sg g a slmllar °° ur8e 10 >»« Ciovermnent with regard to the 




20 


[ 13546 ] No - G0 ' 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 10.) 

^eie^aphic-) R Tehran ’ Avri ‘ 10, 19 ° 9 ' 

ROYALIST troops at Kashan. 

I learn that the Uoyalist troops non- at Kashan under the command of I rmcc 
Farman Farina’s deputy number some 1,600. It is an even chance whether they will 
fight Samsam-es-Sultaneh or go over to his side. 


[13547] No - C6 “ 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran - A > lril 10 - 1909 ’ 

SITUATION at Tabreez. . , . . . , , 

I have asked Mr. Consul-General Wratislaw for has observations in regard to the 
suggestion of the Russian Government conveyed to me in your telegram No. Ido of the 

As the result of pourparlers carried on by the Nationalists direct with the Shah 
the party in favour of peace at Tabreez arc sending delegates to-day to open 
negotiations at Basuiiuch. 


[13425] No - ° 7 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(Telegraphic ) P. Foreign Office, April 10,1009. 

INFORM the Russian Government of the substance of telegrams Nos 241, 242, 
243, and 244 from Tehran of the 9th instant, which have been repeated to you. 


[ 13425 ] No - 0S - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschcn. 

(Telegraphic^ P. Foreign Office, dpril 10, 1909. 

IF the German Government make any inquiry on the subject, you may mtorm them 
that, in casu the necessity arises, His '.Majesty's Government have authorized their 
Consul-General at litishire to have men landed from His Majesty’s ship. This measure 
would l>e taken solely for the protection of foreigners. 


[ 13425 ] No - 09 - 

sir Edward Gres, to Sir G. liar clay. 

(Tele'raphio.) K. Foreign Office, April 10, 1909. 

YOI K telegrams Nos. 241, 242, 21.", and 244 [all of the 9th instant]: Bushire. 

1 approve jour instructions to llis Majesty’s Representative at Bushire. 


• Also t„ Sir G. Uwlber, No. 222. Telegraphic, mutatit mutandis. 
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[13554] No. 70. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 11.) 

(No. 248.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 11, 1909. 

THE Shah’s jewels. 

Referring to my telegram of yesterday, Mr. Kitnhji is properly impressed by tbo 
resentment which would lie felt by the Nationalists at the purchase of the Shah’s jewels. 

I have now received from him a written assurance that he will not enter upon any 
such transaction. 


[13555 i No. 71. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 11.) 

(No. 249.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 11, 1909 

NEGOTIATIONS lmtween Tabreez and the Shah. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 72, of 10th instant, from llis Majesty.. 
Consul-General at Tabreez:— 

“ The Nationalist party will probably still hold out for a Constitution, though 
auv terms satisfactorily guaranteeing lives and property would Ik- acceptable to 
the bulk of the population. 

’’ I think, with refer,-nee to your telegram No. 33 of to-day, that we should wait 
fra-a requestfrom the Nationalists, or at the least a favourable opportunity, before 
offering mediation. Ill the meantime I might, with my Russian colleague, agree on the 
suggestions t„ he made, and find out unofficially from the Nationalists what terms they 
would lie willing to accept. 

" It is. 1 presume, the desire of our two Governments that any action should lie 
entirely confined to the British and Russian Consulates 

“ May I mention this matter to the Russian Consul-General, with whom 1 am on 
the best of terms ?” 

1 presume that it would l» the wish of the Runsinn Government that tho two 
Consuls should act alone in the event of their bring called on for mediation. My 
Russian colleague has no instruct ions, and 1 have told Mr. Wratislaw to await orders 
More taking any action. 

Reference is to my telegram No. 247. 


[13556] No. 72 

Sir 6. Ban-lay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 11.) 

> No. 230.) ' ' m 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 11, 1909. 

BANDING Ilf bluejackets lit Bushire. 

1 have received the following telegram from His .Majesty's Consul-General at 
Bushire No. 321 of 10th instant 

“ As no serious reply had been received to the ultimatum, which wns delivered 
yesterday at 5 f.M.. in the terms approved bv you, 1 had a Proclamation made 
according to your instructions, and HID men were landed from the ships, the 
Iiifiuigehis being still on the island and less under control than ever. All Europeans 
who bail need of them have been provided with guards 

“ I here was no opposition to tho landing, which was effected without a hitch, 
tiliy men being received at tbo custom-house and fifty at tbo town Residency." 
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[13557] No - 73 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 12.) 

©eSL.) 1 Tehran, April 12,1909. 

TABREEZ situation. 

iWSIi^!!fi3Sr-r- »-*. Consul-General • «» 

effect that tin. Gorman Consular Agent has offered Ins services t* intermediary a 
Bnsmineh. The Tabrce/. Local Assembly, on the ground that outs.de interference is not 
desired, have declined his otter. 

The post of Herman Consular Ajpit was only created a few weeks ago. 


[13416] No. 74. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

»e.) 1*. , ^onign Office, April 12,1909. 

IT would lie bettor if the proposal with regard to the Financial Commission could 
he reserved for decision at a later date, so that the composition and the duties of the 

(.’omi.ita.iot. could Ik .re fully discussed by the British and Russian Governments 

consultation with the Financial Adviser to the Persian Government and our 
Representative at Tehran. 

The criticism which 1 have to make with regard to this proposal is that the two 
Governments would be making themselves practically responsible lor the Government 
of Persia, and that, if it were accepted, the appointment of managers oi bonks in 
Persia institutions of which the object is to make money—might lie unwise. 

With ivoanl to the rest of the proposals I have no objection to make, ami you may 

..the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to instruct bis Representative at iehran 

tons,cert with llis Majesty's Minister for joint representation on the subject. 

In tlm matter of till) Financial Commission, yon should ask him to deter giving a 
decision. 


[136381 So - 75 ' 

sir G. Barclay la Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

jj,*, 0, Tehran, March 1(1, 1909. 

\S reported in mv telegram No. I S3 of to-day, mv Russian colleague was received 
|„ private audience by the Shall yesterday. 1 am indebted to M. .Saldino for the 
following details of this audience. . , . ... , . 

llis Majesty expressed concern at the delay m the representations which are to be 
made by the two Legations as the outcome <>l the pourparlers now proceeding between 
London' and St. Petersburg!., and to which llis Majesty appeared to look ns ottering 
him a means of escape from the almost desperate situation in which be buds himself, 
lie asked 'll Saldino whether lie could not in the meantime give him advice as to the 
course he should follow. M. Subline replied that it would tend to relieve the situation 
if llis Majesty gave his consent to a proposal submitted to him by the Munster for 
Foreimi \ifairs that a meeting should be held of persons representing different classes 
ami parties to consider the situation. With regard to this proposal, I should explain 
tint in brim'im' it to the notice of the two Legations, Saml-ed-Dowleh had explained 
that'the object Tie had in view was that the meeting should result in such a pronounce¬ 
ment in favour of the restoration of a constitutional regime as could not he dts- 

U ”"In 'reply to M. Suhline. llis Majesty promised his consent to the proposed 

" ll ''The Shall then related to M. Saldine the following most improbable story. He 
said that he laid been approached by the German Legation with promises of support if 
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[13558] No. 73 a. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 12.) 

(No. 252.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 12, 1909. 

f ABREEZ situation. 

1 have received the following telegram, No. 73, from His Majesty’s Consul-General 
at Tnbreez:— 

“ The Anjuman professes to he very sanguine as to the possibility of relief by the 
force from Salmas, which is said to number 3,000 men (this is probably exaggerated), 
including—as well as Persians—Kurds, Turks, and Armenians. According to a letter 
received front this force, it is about to take the offensive." 


[13559] No. 73 B. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 12.) 

(No. 253.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. * Tehran, April 12, 1909. 

BUSHIRE situation. 

1 have received the following telegram, No. 327, from His Majesty’s Consul-General 
at Bushire:— 

“ News reaches me to-day of the approaching appearance of the Daria Begi, who 
has been apiiointed Governor 1 >y the Shah. He is thought at present to be at Bagdad. 
Could you by any means get his progress stopped by the Tehran authorities? 

“As the Tangistani8 have for the greater part, temporarily at least, left Bushire, I 
was alxmt to make proposals for the removal of Seyyiu Murtza, a stop which would 
insure the restoration of order, when the above news arrived. In these circumstances, 
I am afraid that the disposal of the Tufangchis and the expulsion of Seyyid Murtza 
would only facilitate the entry of the Daria Begi into Bushire by Bander Rig or some 
other route, and the consequent reacquisition of the town to the Shah's interests. The 
Nationalists' faith in us would thus be greatly weakened, us they would certainly 
imagine that our recent action had been inspired by the wish to restore the old riSgime 
in Bushire.” 

In reply, I have telegraphed to His Majesty’s Consul-General as follows :— 

“ 1 am informing the Persian Government that the bluejackets who have lieen 
landed at Bushire are there solely to protect the lives and property of foreign subjects. 
They cannot, therefore, if the Nationalists should seek to prevent the arrival of the 
Daria Begi, interfere in any way with their resistance. 1 have telegraphed at the 
same time to His Majesty’s Consul at Bagdad to inform the Daria Begi in the alsive 
sense.” 

1 do not fee! at liberty to use stronger language than this to the Persian Govern¬ 
ment without your instructions, although it is most undesirable that Daria Begi should 
I*' enabled to take up bis post by the restoration of order due to our bluejackets, and 
moreover disorders may break out afresh on bis arrival. 

He would, however, in normal circumstances lie a good enough Governor. 


[13560] No. 73 c. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eilwuid Grey.—(Received April 12.) 

(No. 254.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 12, 1909. 

POOD tor foreign subjects at Tabreez. 

have received the following from llis Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez :— 

“ A meeting was held at the British Consulate-General yesterday,at which French, 
I urkish, Russian, and American Consuls were present. It was decided that we should 
appeal, in view of existing circumstances, to our various Legations to send us 
[1919] G« 







171 kharvars of flour—seven for the use of British subjects in the town and the 
remainder for foreign sujects and their households. 

“ The following is confidential. Though the Local Assembly has as yet taken no 
definite steps in the matter, 1 understand that it has already had under discussion the 
advisability of warning the Consuls that food can no longer he supplied to foreign 
subjects by the town. The British subjects are not so hard-pressed as the others, 
particularly French and Russian, though the question of finding food for my escort may 
arise at any moment, and we have considerable difficulty in supplying our servants. I, 
however, thought it best to fall in with my colleagues’ suggestions." 

Notes to the above effect have been presented to the Persian Government by the 
five Representatives. 

I have asked, after consultation with His Majesty’s Consul-General, that general 
instructions should be issued to Ain-ed-Dowleh to provide, in the event of an application 
by Mr. Wratislaw, a safe-conduct for all British subjects. 

Private information has reached the Turkish ChnrgiS d'Affaires, who Inus 500 
nationals at Tahreez, that the Shah will refuse to allow the entry of flour into the town. 
I presume that in this case we cannot claim it ns a right. 
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he would enter “ into [closer relations with the Legation.” The support was to take 
the following form : Germany would induce the bostis to leave the Turkish Embassy, 
would persuade the Mujteh'eds at Kerberla and Mejef to change their attitude and 
advice against; the Constitution, and finally would bring about the withdrawal of the 
Turkish troops from the Turco-l’ersian frontier. 

At the conclusion of the audience the Shah made some unfavourable remarks 
on the Anglo-Russian Agreement, which he said was greatly to Russia’s prejudice. 
M. Sabline, in reply, pointed out how much it was to Persia’s benefit. Persia, he said, 
had become anything but a desirable neighbour to Russia, owing to the present mis¬ 
governing, anil had it not been for the self-denying arrangement bctwettp the two 
Great Powers, Russia would long ago have intervened in Azerbaijan. 

It may Ire asserted with some confidence that the Shah would regard this fact as a 
most unwelcome result of the Agreement. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 

P.S. March 25, 1909.—Since writing the above, I learn from M. Sabline that, 
when at his audience with the Shah, he informed His Majesty that forty Cossacks 
were being sent to reinforce the Consular guard at Resht, llis Majesty-said that 
700 at least should Ire sent, lie then asked M. Sabline to telegraph to St. Peters- 
tnirgh that llis Majesty invited the Russian Government to send a strong force 
to Resht to punish the rebellious inhabitants. 


Sir G. Burduy to Sir Edward Ore i /.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 51.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 1!), 11)0!). 

MR. CllPItCHII.L reports that he delivered Iho Zil-es-Sultan’s box to llis 
Highness at Nice on 27th ultimo, and obtained his receipt for it. 

During the course of conversation llis Highness touched upon the political 
situation in Persia, and expressed his gratitude for having been prevented from 
ret timing to Persia at this critical juncture. He hoped that England and Russia 
would soon be able to restore order, and that lie might he enabled to return to Persia 
to attend to his persoual affairs, llis Highness suited that his most ardent wish was 
that llis Majesty’s Government should bring about a better understanding between 
him and the Russian Government, lie felt that the Russians looked upon him with 
quite unjustified suspicion and hostility, lie had no desire to take any political part 
in Persia, and did not aim at acquiring the throne, lie had considerable landed 
property in the neighbourhood of Ispahan, and would wish to live there on his estates 
in a private capacity, lie was prepared to give identic written assurances to the 
British and Russian Governments that he would under no circumstances put himself 
forward as a candidate for the Persian throne, and ho hoped that once the air had 
been cleared lie would cease to he the object of hostility on the part of the Russian 
Agents in Persia as had been the case hitherto. 

As to his property known as Saadabad, near Tehran, lie did not consider it very 
important, and he was quite satisfied to know that the question would be amicably 
arranged between the two Legations at Tehran, lie only wanted fair play in the 
matter, and he hoped that if llis Majesty's Government could help him to dispel the 
suspicion entertained against him by the Russians the trifling matter of his garden 
would right itself automatically. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Sir O. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received April 13 ) 


'hhruu, March lit, 1901). 

I 11 AYE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a duHptiteh from llis Majesty’s 
Consul at Aliwnz reporting certain demands made by Senior Mulitnshem, llbeggi of the 
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Bakh'ti&ri tribes, in connection with the payment of the February instalment due from 
the Oil Syndicate, and the reply returned to him. 

The maintenance of Samsam-es-Sultaneh in the position of Ukhani, of which I was 
assured by the Persian Minister for .Foreign Affairs, enabled me to authorize Captain 
Lorimer, who bad telegraphed for instructions, to allow t,he procedure of payment of 
the instalment by the Imperial Bank of Persia at Ispahan to take its normal course. 

I have addressed a despatch to Captain Lorimer approving the terms of his reply 
to Serdar Muhtashem as reported in the inclosed despatch, which, l venture to suggest, 
might usefully ho communicated to the Oil Syndicate. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 77. 

Consul Lorimer to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 7.) 

Sir, Ahwttz , February 18, 1909, 

I 1IAYK the honour to inform you that I have recently received a hatch of letters 
from Gholam Hussein Khan, Serdar Muhtashem, relating to matters connected with the 
a Hairs ..f the t hi Syndicate. 

The demands which he makes proceed directly from the estrangement which has 
arisen hot we. u Kamsani-es-Sultaneh and the rest of the Khans, the suin'!' caus® which 
led t<> the principal of our dilliculties in 1907. 

3. Gholam Hussein Khan in his present letters claims :— 

(1.) That the February oil instalment should be paid to him aud Jalar Quli Khan 
(eldest son of llaji Ali ( v hdi Khan). 

(2.) That half of it is due to himself personally. 

(:},) That it should be paid in Arabistau and not Ispahan; failing which lie and 
Jalar Quli Khan inf.rin me that they will withdraw the guards and repudiate responsi- 
bilitv for wlmt may occur, lie admits that Samsam lias not been deposed, but states 
that lie is in a state of rebellion against the Government, and that his responsibilities 
as regards the tribes have been made over to Jafar Quli Khan, by whom it is not made 
clear. 

The above is, of course only the essence of his letters which areas usual weighted 
with unfounded statements and intentional misrepresentations. 

4. I have replied :— 

(l.) That we can only pay the oil instalments in accordance with the expressed 
desires of the four signatories of the original Agreement. 

(2.) That following out this rule we have since 1906 paid the money jointly to the 
Ilkattch and the llbeggi. 

(3.) That we have nothing to do with the division of the money which is entirely 
a (picslion among the Khans themselves. 

( I.) T at "ii receiving a proper written authority from the four signatories we shall 
pay tin* witol.- or anv part of the money to any particular person specified. 

(n.j That we at-- in no way hound in our agreement to pay the instalment in 
Arnhi.Nt.in «»r any specified place; perhaps he is confusing it with payment which the 
Khans a;.- nudei oliligition to make to Messrs. Lynch Brothers at Ahwaz, an obligation 
whieh they have always, except on one occasion, repudiated. 

That we haw acted in tile only way that was legally possible for us in regard 
to th« I •brnsiy instalment, and are in ho way responsible for his inability to get 
possession of any [ • :tion of it due to him. 

(7.) That the instalment heiny paid for the provision ol guards and tin- practical 
recognition of their responsibility by the Khan we shall most assuredly stop payment 
from the mom* lit that guards are withdrawn or responsibility repudiated, and in euse 
that any injury, small or .rent, being subsequently sustained by the Syndicate satisfac¬ 
tion will he demanded from the whole of the Khans. 

5. In conclusion I may add that the Khans'guards are as unsatisfactory as ever 
and are never, or rarely, available for escort work. 

1 have also learnt that Gholam Hussein Khan has been taking the so-called head of 
the guards to task for allowing the tribes to cultivate near the oil works, it being the 
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intention of the Khans to force the Syndicate to pay compensation for all land in 
the neighbourhood. 

Such an attempt Cvould be in direct contravention of the terms of their agreement 
under which the Syndicate can only be called upon to pay for cultivated land actually 
occupied. 

This question has not, however, in the present case come as yet under discussion. 

G, If the differences between the Khans continue wo are likely to have trouble, 
but l have no suggestions to make as to our hue of action beyond such as are implied 
in my answers to Gholam Hussein Khan of which I have just given an abstract. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) D. L. LOllIMEIt, Captain. 


[13642] No. 78. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 53.) 

Sir, Tehran , March 19, 1909. 

IN my telegram No. 407 of the 30th November, 190S, I stated my intention of 
presenting to the Persian Government a claim on behalf of a Bahreini as soon as I had 
obtained from the Persian Government the substitution of an amended communication 
for the objectionable note respecting Bahrein addressed to this Legation by Mushir-ed- 
Dowjeh on the 24th April, 1908, and in my despatch No. 10 of the 22nd January. I 
reported that the desired substitution had been effected. 

1 ought now to inform you that on a reconsideration of the matter l have 
refrained from presenting the Bahreini claim as originally intended. The claim was 
in respect of the seizure and confiscation by the Customs authorities of the Persian 
Gulf of a Bahrein dhow for breach of the Customs Regulations, and on discussing 
the matter with M. Mornard, I found that there could be no doubt that the confiscation 
of the dhow, though a harsh puuishment for the offence committed, was teclmically 
justified. M. Mornard, moreover, promised to consider whether he could not, as an 
act of grace, give orders for the return to the owner of the dhow of a portion of the 
price realized by the dhow, and orders have now been given for the return of 
200 tomans to the owner. Assuming that it is not desired by Ilis Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment to raise the general question of the sovereignty of Bahrein at this moment, 
when it would be inopportune to take the steps which would bo necessary to press 
it to au issue, I have, in view of the considerations that the case is far from strong 
and that a partial remission of the penalty has been ordered by M. Mornard, abstained 
from representing the ease officially to the Persian Government. 

The Persian Government can be in no doubt as to there bciug any question of 
the departure of His Majesty’s Government from the attitude with regard to Bahrein 
as explained in Mr. Marling* note of the 30th March, 1908, but as soon as I learn that 
the terms of the amended note substituted for that of Mushir-ed-Dowleh of the 9th April, 
190S. is acceptable to His Majesty’s Government, I shall, when informing the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs that this is tlie case, make a further statement in the sense of 
the last paragraph of your despatch No. 17 of the 10th ultimo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 54.) 

° ir » t Tehran, March 20, 1909. 

i! k honour to transmit herewith copy of the note which I addressed to 
t >«• Persian Government in February when it was rumoured hero that Ain-ed-Dowleh 
contetnnlated a general attack on the town of Tabreez. I also inclose copy of the note 
m which, in accordance with the instructions contained in your telegram No. 80 of the 
•'t i instant, I repeated the warning to the Persian Government in regard t*» His 

II 
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Majesty’s Consulate-General and the lives and property of British subjects in the town, 
together with the reply which I have now received from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. n 

I have, tic. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inelosurc 1 in Xo. 70. 

■S'iY (7. liarclaij to Satttl-ed-Dowleh. 

h' Ministre, Trliran, February 21, 1000. 

II Is rumoured in eertain circles in Tehran that Ain-od-I)nwlch is about to attack 
I abreez. 

I dll not know what credit is to lie attached t„ these rumours, but 1 feel it, my 
duty to repeat your Excellency t" cause most stringent orders to he given to all 
( ommanders of the Shah's troops that in the event of any attack on the town the 
BhIis , ( onsulato-Geneml must he most seru|iuli,uslv respected, and to remind your 
I'.xceMoney that the Persian Government will he held responsible for any injury that 
may lie suffered by British subjects and interests. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 2 in Xo. 70. 

•Sir G. Ilnrday to rSiiiul.eil-DnwIrli. 

M. lo Ministry ......... Teh ran, March 0, 1000. 

I AM instructed by Ills Miyestys Governiuent to state that they will hold the 
Persian Government responsible lor any injury to His Majesty's Consulate-General 

at I abreez due to the net.if the Shah’s troops. 

I have, as your Kxecllency will remember, already had the honour to address the 
lersian (».veninient ns to the necessity lor sertipnlomsly respecting the Consulate. 

lieneral, lint, ns I have received no answer to this ..iiinication I venture to refer to 

the matter again. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosttre 3 in Xo. 70. 

Xmtl-rd-Dowkh tn tiir (i. Ilareldy, 

iv.. ,i , „ ,, . , , [Itmiveil March 10,1009.1 

IN eplj to your Kx, vile, levs note of the till, instant respecting the instructions 

of the' p ,'vV’i . .V'i ' l <,0Vem ""'" t 1,1 Tnbrcez and the proceedings 

ie to Hi \ I Cl"'!' t " l, , l “’" 0,,r S ' atl ' tlmt ""•I"'i"er has been submitted by 

authorities ' ' U '' " ,ld n * Ce * ,MW » »»«.•.. telegraphed to the proper 

^1 an, ah,'ordered t„ inform von at the same time Hint the Persian Government 
1.1. tri. ih" security ot the lives and property of the members of the British 

. " Kl Gte t.eueral as long as the ... . at T.du.. and the British subjects 

do not support the iiisurgenls, do not associate with the.. do not aiipear ainono 

the insurgents who are in defiance with the troops, 11 g 

I avail &o. 

(Signed) SA AD-EI).|)OIVLEII 
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[13644] No. so. 

Sir G. Ihirchnj lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 55.) 

Sir, Tehran , March 22, 1000. 

M. BIZOT has completed his financial Report, and although he has not vet 
submitted it to the Shah, In- has been good enough to inform m<> very confidentially of 
his conclusions, which may In; summarized as follows:— 


The nearest approach to n Budget which he can obtain shows a deficit for this year 
of 30,000/. The real annual deficit must, however, lx* much larger owing to expenditure 
which does not figure in the Budget. 

A series of animal deficits has produced a floating debt which is continually 
increasing. 

Besides the Russian loan of 32,500,000 roubles and our own of 200,000/.. t here was 
Just October debt of at the very least 1,850,000/., and this has since then considerably 
inen-a-ed. This is exclusive of foreign claims, e.y.. postal and road mhltones (which 
must amount to a large sum). This debt consists partly of advances from tin two 
hanks, some of which were originally made to individuals, principally to ('abinct 
Ministers and Imperial Princes, hut have IK?en recognized by the present Government 
(and which the Assembly will doubtless dispute), and partly of unmet havalelis (orders 
for payment drawn on different branches of the revenue). 

As remedial measures M. Bizot recommends— 

1. That the Budget should he properly prepared ; 

2. That the European Treasurer-General should he appointed to enforce its 
application; and 

3. The establishment of a “ Cour des Comptes.” 

This Budget would inevitably show a deficit unless— 

(a.) Tim muliai, which is in towns ridiculously low, were increased ; 

(h.) The list of pensions were revised; and 

(r.) The advances from the two banks to tin.* Government—some I.J'io.ihki/, 
which l»ear usurious interest, were converted. 

Even thus, owing to the cost of necessary reforms, there would still Ik* a deficit for 
Some years. 

A loan will he necessary for the conversion of the hank’s advaneis, for sett lenient 
of other creditors’ claims, and to meet tin; cost of reforms. Its amount eaunoi In* 
determined until a programme of reforms has been prepared and the ehiims of these 
other creditors, principally holders of unmet Imvulehs, have lieen examined, M Biz it 
has lieen shown a statement, according t•» which tin* outstanding huvuli hs previous to 
I DOS amounted to 540,000/. This sum must have increased since then, hut tin re 
would doubtless he considerable reductions on the examination of tin* claiini <»l the 
holders. 

In conclusion, M. Bizot emphasizes the desirability of tin* prompt appointment o| 
the Kuropeun Treasurer-General. 

The general situation is so uncertain that it would he mem a tun* to lay down any 
definite programme for putting Persia on its logs financially, but in view of tin* stage 
which tin* Anglo.Russian pourparlers in regard to the line to he taken la tin- two 
Powers, especially in regard to the question of financial assistance, have reached, and 
on the perhaps doubtful assumption that the situation will not get mil of Imml, hut 
develop mi peaceful lines, I ventured in my telegram No. 152 of the Kith instant to 
indicate, though without any attempt at precision, what, in my opinion, would Iihc 
most ellicaeioiis manner of helping Persia with money. My suggestions urn i . . d on 
the principle, which I believe to be indisputably sound, that, except fm* the |oii|m... >•! 
securing Mohammed Ali on his throne, it would he quite useless until the day. probably 
still far distant, when a nucleus of honest Persians shall have made ii h whs into ub 
ranks of the Administration, to give this country money unless tin* handling o| ii u< 
restricted to Ifepartments strengthened by a European element with tin I**• K ..g m , 
populrti* Assembly. The only Department where the introduction of a I'.uiopian 
element is in sight is the financial. The Shah has given hi consent to lb* appoint 
ment of a European 'lYtjusurer-Geneinl and Inspector, and whatever m.»\ Is tin 
attitude of the next Assembly towards foreign assistance in tin* oilier bramilai. o| iI k 
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Administration, it may fairly be hoped that if, by the time it meets, these two othcers 
are on the spot, it will recognize an accomplished fact and support them m their efforts 
to reform the finances. I cannot elicit from M. Bizot any estimate of how much would 
be required for this urgently needed reform, but of course nothing like a sum ot 
400,0001. would be needed. . , .. c 

I should have liked to postpone any further advance until the introduction Ot a 
European element into the administration of the 1 gendarmerie and police whose reform 
comes next in urgency. 

1 notice, however, from Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 15- that Russia is quite 
resolved to make an advance to the Shah's Government as soon as certain preliminaries 
for the reintroduction of Parliamentary government have been completed. Ot the 
possible developments of the Anglo-Russian pourparlers it would, in my opinion, be 
almost the worst that the Russian Government should separate itselt from us m tins 
matter of financial assistance. If she alone gives money, presumably she alone will 
havo a voice in its employment. Not only this, but it will confirm the general 
suspicions of a divergence of views between the two Governments, and thus greatly 
weaken the effect of our joint advice. Indeed, sooner than that Russia should act alone 
I think that it will be worth while, even at some apparent sacrifice of consistency, to 
meet Russia half way. My telegrams Nos. 119 and 172 suggest a course, winch, if 
indorsed by His Majesty's Government, might receive the Russian Government s assent. 
This course might, in circumstances other than those now. present, lead to friction 
between the two Legations, but M. Sablino lias, always worked so cordially’and loyally 
with me that, even though there are other Russian influences at work in Tehran than 
those of the Government’s Representative, I have strong hope that we should hud 
t possible to agree as to the times at which the purse strings should be loosened 

or drawn. _, „ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) g. Barclay. 
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Sir G. Dm clay lo Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 13.) 

^ I r 0 ' Tehran, March 23, 1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 31 of the 23rd ultimo, I havo the honour to 
submit a Report on events at Resht during the past month. _ ,, 

As reported in my telegram No. 127 of the 1st March the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs communicated to me, in a note dated the 28th February a telegram addressed 
by (lie Council ot Minister’s to the Ulema, Notables, and inhabitants ot Glnlan 
denouncing the Sopuhdar, exhorting them to abstain from insurrection, and threatening 
innocent and guilty alike with loss of life and property in the event el a concentration 
of the Imperial forces on Resht to suppress the movement. , .. .. 

On the 2nd March the Acting Vice-Consul at Resht telegraphed that lor the time 
being there was no fresh development, but that twenty or thirty Caucasians arrived by 
every steamer, and that the mail steamer due that day was expected to bring fifty 
Russian Cossacks as a Consulate guard. The guard did not, however, land until the 
2utli March. On the 22ud March 1 received a telegram from the Provincial Assembly 
of Ghilan, copies of which had been sent to the other foreign Representatives in 
Tehran, protesting the constant efforts ot the Nationalists to insure the safety of 
foreign subjects and against the dispatch of the Russian Cossacks sent to guard the 
Consulate, which, they stated, had caused great oxcitement and might lead to trouble. 

In conclusion, 1 lieg to transmit copy »f a Memorandum by Mr. Churchill reporting 
on the situation and the control established by the Nationalists over, the northern 
gn-tiou of the Kesht-Tehran road, along which he recently passed on his return from 

Ul Tmay add that Panov, the Bulgarian ex-Komitaji and newspaper correspondent, 
who returned to Persia at the head of the Caucasians at Resht after having been 
deported by the Russian Legation, bus now been arrested by the revolutionaries on 
the, 1 believe, well-grounded suspicion thut lie bus previously been employed by the 
Kussian Government as an uyent / trovocutcur ; he has now loft Kesht for Mazandeiau. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 
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Inclosme in No. 81. 

Memorandum by Mr. Churchill. 

WHEN I passed through Resht a few days ago I called on Serdar Homayuu and 
Serdar Motamitf, from whom I received accounts of the events which occurred there on 
and after the 8th February last. I also called on Sepahdar, who had expressed a wish 
to see me, but a member of the Revolutionary Committee was present throughout the 

mterview^s dear to me> both from what I saw myself and from the accounts 

I received from various sources, that the entire movement at Resht was planned m the 
Caucasus and carried nut by a band of determined Caucasians not exceeding titty in 
number. These have been added to during the six weeks which have since elapsed, and, 

I was told, now number roughly 350. In the meantime a considerable number ot 
Persians who were in exiie have come to Resht, including several who took refuge at riis 
Majesty’s Legation last June. Three brothers, the nephews of Serdar Mansur, known 
respectively as Muiz-es-Sultan, Amid-ea-Sultan, and Korun Khan, havo throughout 

taken a very prominent part with the Caucasians. T , 

The town of Resht I found in a normal condition as regards public security, the 
bazaars were open and trade was pursuing a normal course. Red flags were displayed 
at nearly every house door, and those not Hying the revolutionary emblem either 
displayed a Russian or a Turkish flag, indicating that the inhabitants claimed the 
protection of tiiose Powers. I also observed two British flags. 

Sepahdar, in the course of conversation, declared that he was determined to suppoit 
the Constitution, and that in the meantime he would maintain order in Resht so long as 
troops were not sent against him. If, however, troops were sent, he could not answer 
for the consequences, though he seemed confident ot being able to deal with any force 
the Shah might l>e able to send. L deprecated such acts as the detention of bhoa-es- 
Sultaneh, and the Sepahdnr informed me that he had so far opposed this step on the 
part of the Caucasians, that he had threatened to abandon Resht if they persisted m 
their course. . _ _ . . .. 

It was quite clear that the apparently fortuitous arrival of Sepahdar on the scene 
on the occasion of the murder of the Governor had been carefully prearranged by the 
Caucasians, huf^ I am equally convinced that neither Serdar Homayun nor Serdar 
Nfotamid were taken into the confidence of the conspirators, though such, I believe, to ho 
the general suspicion. It is inconceivable that these two timid persons should have 
gone to the curd party at Mudirieh on the fatal Monday (the 8th February) knowing 
that a band of Caucasians would forcibly enter the house with the determination to 
kill the Governor undone or two others supposed to be reactionaries, i hey would, if 
they had been in the plot, most certainly have found some excuse to avoid being under 
fire and liable to he hit by a stray bullet, or even shot by mistake, as the Caucasians 
did not even know any of the party by sight. Muiz-es-Sultan directed the party at 
Mudirieh, and himself found the Governor who was attempting to hide, and held lmu 
by the coat while the Caucasians killed him. 

The road to Tehran, for about 100 miles up to Yuzbashiohai, I found to be under 
the control of Caucasians. I found no barricades on the load, hut at several points 
trendies had been made and measures had been taken to defend the passage of the 
Monjil Bridge, as well as Beverai other easily defended points on the road. I was 
stopped at four points by small bauds of men and questioned as to my business, ray 
destination, and tne nature of ray luggage. I, however, had no difficulty in satisfying 
them, though 1 was not in possession of the usual pass from the War Committee at 
Resht, which all travellers who are authorized to leave Resht are now given. I counted 
over sixty armed men on the road, and the advanced body near Yuzbasiuohai, which 
was returning in the direction of Resht, after having killed a Kurdish Khun sent there 
by the Shah, and one of his men on the night of the 12th March, was composed of 
thirty-four mounted men. They appeared to me to ho all Caucasians, and I even noticed 
among them two fair men of an unmistakably European appearance. In fact, at one 
place where I was stopped, the leader of the hand addressed me in German, aud from his 
personal appearance might well have been a Gorman. 

On the steamer by which I crossed from Buku to Enzelli there were about thirtv 
Caucasians, who shortly after we left Baku produced a number of arms, iliey received 
quite an ovation at Resht from their colleagues. I was told by the Sepahdar and 
others in liesht that these men were constantly coming in, and I estimate that there 
[1(349J 1 
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wc*p- about 300 ol them in Kesiit already. I noticed that they had Persian passports, 
and 1 pat her that these are obtained from tin: Persian Consuls in tho Caucasus by a 
process of' intimidation. 


leliran, March IS, 19ii9. 


G. P. ClimiCUILL. 


Sir G. Ilarclaii to Sir Edward Grea. — (Receded April 1,'hi 

(No. .07.) ' 

. __ Tehran, March 23, 1909. 

I VKXTI'RE to submit, with reference to yonr despatch Xo. 19 of tin; Kith 
hobrmiry, a brief report upon the foreihle search for arms in Messrs. Ziegler's 
premises at Ispahan. 

till the morning of the 1st February Uio ferrash bashi of Samsain-ex-Sultnuoh 
aceorii],anied by two Seyyids and several armed Baklitiuri, entered .Messrs. Ziegler’s 
premises, and while condneting a forcible search for arms and ammunition, opened 
three eases of goods, cutting their tin linings. 

Sninsam-os-Snltnnoh tit lirst asserted that the facts had been misrepresented to 
Ills -Majesty's Consul-General, lint when pressed hy Mr. Grahanie, agreed that an 
examination should lie conducted hy the Kargnzar on the 9th l'c hr nary. At the 

“PI"'' 1 . . hoar Mr. Grahanie, Messrs. Ziegler’s agent, and his witnesses appeared, but 

.. >•••■ defendants attended. Mr. Grnhame accordingly claimed two apologies, 

lir.-tly to Messrs. Ziegler for the incident of the 1st February, and secondly from 
Samsam-es-Sultanch personally to himsolf for the uon-appearauc'o of the defendants at 
the Kargtizari. 

Oil till' morning of tho following day Samsam-es-Siiltaneh called on Ilis .Majesty’s 
Coiisul-Gi-neral anil expressed his regret, and on the Sth February a Baklitiuri Khan 
acmnipanied hv Sevyiil Messili, the prime instigator ot the incident, aimlogized to 
Messrs, Ziegler’s agent, assuring him that there would he no repetition of such 
proceedings. 

With the delivery of these apologies, which were ample and satisfactory I 
considered the incident definitely closed. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Air (I, liarclay to Sir Edward Grey. —f Received April 13.) 

k' r ' .. .. Tehran, March 24, 1909. 

".1111 rel'ereiirc to my telegram Xo. 182 of the 22nd instant, I have the honour to 
Iran.mil herewith copy of the joint note which my Russian colleague and I have 
addressed to the Persian Government in regard to the recent proceedings of Rahim 
Khnn in the ncighlmiirhiHid of .lulfa, 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY 


I liclosure in Xo. 83 . 

Sir G. Itarcluy and M. Sahline to Sniid-cd-l)oadch. 

M. le Mini-."., Tehran, March 22,1909. 

nil British and Russian Legations have the honour to address the Persian 
Government in the name of humanity in regard to the proceedings of Rahim Khan, 
leader ol Hi- Majesty's irregular troops 

I lie two legations learn that these troops have pillaged and burnt nil the villages 
in ilic iiri^lilitturli"ttl uf .fulfil nml that 1,000 persons, flu* majority women and 
children, have With forced to take refuge on an i.dand in the Aras river, where they aro 
m danger owing tit 11 n• probable Hooding of the river 

hahim Khan s methods of making war are entirely to lie regretted, and tho two 
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Legations feel it their duty to point out to the Government of the Shah how desirable 
it is, not only in the interests of humanity, but also in the Shah’s own interests, iu 
order to avoid producing a deplorable impression throughout the civilized world, that 
the Shah himself should give precise and formal orders to Rahim Khan to abstain from 
acts which discredit the Government of His Imperial Majesty. 


[13648] No. 84. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey.—{Received April 13.) 

(No. 59.) 

Sir, Tehran. March 24, i9o9. 

ON the 25th ultimo an attack on Tabreez was commenced by the forces of Ain-ed- 
Dowleh and those of the Governor of Maragha. The bombardment, which continued 
(luring the 25th and 26th, was without effect on the defences of the town, and the 
Royalist torces were ultimately repulsed with Heavy loss. 

This attempt on the part of the Slmh’s troops to reduce Tabreez was no doubt, the 
attack which, as reported in my despatch No. 38 of the 25th ultimo, it was so 
confidently hoped at Bagh-i-Shah would bring about the fall of tier town. The failure 
to accomplish his purpose forced Ain-ed-Dowleh to retire to Basmiucli, and no further 
lighting occurred until the 5th instant, when the Maragha force began an assault from 
the direction of Karamelik, which it had recently occupied. At the same time the 
Basminch artillery bombarded the I Laban quarter. The lxunbardment was without 
effect, and the artillery eventually retired from their positions. The Maragha force was 
also repulsed with severe loss. Maraud was captured by Makulis on the 5th or 6th, 
and Julia hy Karadaghlis under Ibihim Khan on the 15th, but it appears to have been 
subsequently reoccupied by the Nationalists. The destruction of the villages iu the 
neighbourhood of Julia and the liarbarous treatment of the inhabitants by Rahim 
Khan have, as reported in my telegram No. 182 of the 22nd, formed the subject of 
a joint representation to the Persian Government by my Russian colleague and 
myself. 

There have also been slight disturbances at Urumia, in consequence of the 
Governor’s unsuccessful reactionary enterprise. The Turks on the frontier have 
recommenced their aggressions, and a body of Young Turks have entered Salinas with 
arms and ammunition for the Nationalists, while some others are helping the Nationalists 
at Khoi against the Mnku forces. 

On the 3rd instant the telegraph-line of the Indo-Kuropeau Telegraph Company 
was cut between Tabreez aud Julia by Rahim Khan. The telegraph employes of the 
Company were unable to go out of Tabreez and repair the wire, through lear nf 1,’uhim 
Khan’s men, and, in spite of the orders which Am-ed-Dowleh declared he had given, 
Rahim Khan refused to allow the Tabreez representative of the Company to execute 
repairs. The Russian Charge d’Affaires lmd in the meanwhile made.* a strong protest to 
the Persian Government, and lmd put forward on behalf of the Company a claim of 
500/. n-day during the period of interruption. His representations, which I supported, 
eventually resulted in direct orders being sent to Rahim Khan, and communication on 
the line was restored on the 19th. 

I havo, Ac. 

(Signed) G. RABCLAY. 

P.S.—I transmit a copy of a despatch from Mr. Consul-General Wratislaw, giving 
nu account of the lighting on the 25th ultimo and 5th instant. The last paragraph 
briefly describes the devastation wrought by the Shah’s brigands. 

G. B. 


Inclosure in No. 84. 

Consul-General II ratislaw to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 13.) y 

TnhreeZy March 7, 1909. 

( )r tlu? two assaults on Tabreez by the Maragha army under Samad Khan tho 
latter was undertaken with larger forces and pressed with greater determination, 
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hut even in the first, on the 25th February, unexpected courage was shown oy the 
assailants, and though the defenders were never very hard pressed, the presence ol hatar 
Khan in person and several hundred men was necessary helore they were finally driven 
hack The attack was made from Sndertid. and the lighting took place in the orchards 
before the Nationalist outpost at Kliatih. One Hoyalist was taken prisoner, and ten 
corpses were picked up close to the Nationalist defences. I'mm the traces ot blond on 

the snow it was.in that a larger number of dead and wounded had been removed 

curlier in tin* (lay l>y their friends. The Nationalists lost three killed and live 

""""on'the 2nd March Samad Khan transferred his head-quarters from Saderod to 
Kammrlik, a large village to the east, and considerably nearer to I nbrecz, and at 
daybreak on the 5tli instant a large mixed force of I'hardowleh cavalry and Persian 
infantry. with one gun, advanced along the r .ads leading to the suburbs ol Ahoum and 
Hukniiihad Thev effected an entrance into I [tlknnlbad, but instead of pursuing; their 

advaiil:. the (Jhardowlehs commenced pillaging the houses, mid thus allowed 

NalioiiaTist reinforce.. time to come up, and by -I o'clock both attacks were repulsed 

and the llovalists in full flight. They were even unalile to removo the greater part ol 
their loot from Iliikmaba.l, and five prisoners were taken, besides trophies iu the shape 
of Samad Khan's drum and the donkey carrying his lunch. Twelve ltoyalist corpses 
wen picked up and brought into the town, and their total loss iu killed and wounded 
must have been very Considerable. , , . ,, ., , 

The Nationalists lost five kilted and ten or a dozen wounded, ulus assault excited 
meal apprehension in Tahreez, as Hukmahad is virtually part of the town, and the 
itoyalists had not previously come so close or shown such determination. A number ut 
imihdis joined the Nationalist forces in the defence, and though it is not to lie expected 
Dial ill.' reverend gentlemen did limeli actual execution, their presence certainly 
encouraged the lighting men. , 

ilij this as on all other occasions Satar Khan showed distinguished personal 
Co,I,*11',. 1 hut lie exposes himself fur more than should n commander on whose life the 
whole Nalioiialist cause in 'future/, depends. In the abortive attempt to open the 
•lull'll mad oil the 22nd Fehruarv lie was for a time ill the greatest danger.being left by 
the mass ,,f I,is men with only a handful of Armenians ill a critical position, from which 
he extrieat.d bine If with much difficulty. He also proved his humanity on the 5th 
instant l.v interferin'' at some personal risk to save prisoners from the hands of an 

" '"'The 'pm. eedings of the Hasminch army are quite incomprehensible. On the_25th 
F.-hruan they supported the attack on 'Kliatih by a feeble bomlmrdment of the 
iliahnii quarter, which onlv resulted ill two Nationalists being wounded. This ..bard¬ 

ie nt was resinned next 'dav with a similar lack of effect, and the barricade at 
which I he three guns were 'firing all day was nut once hit on either occasion. Some 
d.iuno'. was dene le the gunners by Nntioiiiilist rille lire. 

fim-iug the attack on llukiiialmd on the 5th llinban was again bombarded, hut on 

... -.loll the Nationalists attacked the position occupied by the ltoyalist artillery. 

ami the mins were hurriedly withdrawn some time lietbrc Samad Khan's assault was 
I, pul'. ' \ d. ierin'uied Iiskatllt mi Uia'xm would have prevented liaghir Khali, who 

eomm.iiid.- in that direct!. ... sending reintercements ns In' did to Satar, and the 

latter's position might well have lieeenie critical. 

The same day a small detachment of ltoyalist cavalry appeared before the 
outpo t at Khatih, and the defender- withdrew te their inner position, taking their 
guns with them. The post was, however, reoccupied the same day. 
b From the statements of prisoners it appears that the ltoyalist soldiers liavo all 
hi-i. instructed that the I'ahreezis havehei'ome llahis,and that it is therefore a religions 
dulv I" tight them. t ..... 

’ Since tin- linl .-European telegraph line was cut by the Karadaghlis little is known 

,,)• ||„. ..lings of these brigands. It is, however, reported, 1 believe with truth, 

that thev have eivupicd Mare ml anil ure threatening Julia. They pay no attention to 
orders liven them l.v Mil-oil llowlch mid Inst v.eek two travellers, a Greek and a Swiss, 
proceeding m Jul a with a siife-coiidnet Irom him were robbed of all their possessions. 

Tic "bread question in the town has not yet become acute, though the amount 
served mil is lurch snllicieiit for tile daily needs of the population. On the 28th 
Fehruarv a baker was exeeiilee lor selling Hour nljove the rate fixed l,y the Ktijumeii, 
after ilu. warning, and eu the next day a reactionary Buffered a like fate lor treason. 

The geiiend siate of the country is iiulescrihdily had From Zenjaii to Basmiiich 
the vil! i-eis, who have been despoiled of their all by the ltoyalist troops, take to the 
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road and rob in their turn any one they can catch. The Karadaghlis on the Julia road 
have looted everything within reach. 

I have, &c\ 

(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


Sir G. Biirctaii to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

l g^. 0 ' T.frail, March 2t, 1909. 

THE Nationalist movement lias now spread to the ports of the Persian Gulf. 
Bi,shifu ami Bunder Abbas have thrown off their allegiance to the Shah and passed 
without bloodshed under the control of the Nationalist party. 

Ai the end of February the Resident at Bushire reported that Seyed Murteza 
Ahreiui, one of the leading Mullahs in Bushire, was endeavouring to bring about the 
dispatch of a number of Tangastnni tribesmen into Bushire for the purpose of creating a 
disturbance. Major Cox addressed the local Government urging them to take 
precautionary measures if there was any truth ill the rumour. The Acting Russian 
Consul-General consulted Major Cox, and further representations wore addressed to the 
Deputy Governor, who replied that lie was taking the necessary steps to prevent- 
disturbances. 

Major Cox also reported that in the middle of February the Nationalists wore 
threatening to enter Bunder Abbas and take possession of the custom-house. For the 
moment, however, he said the movement was restrained by the fear of foreign inter¬ 
vention in the shape of foreign war-ships, and the visit to Bunder Ablins on tile 
10th Felirviiii v of IIis Majesty's ship “ Perseus" had for a few days a calming etTect. 
i III the 17th March, however, ’it was reported to me that, as the result of the pressure 
from the Mlijteheds of Nejef and the Seyed of Luristan, the Nationalists ut Bunder 
Abbas had assumed control of the Government and the customs, the Kurguznr being 
installed as Governor by them. lo telegraphing this information the Resident at 
Bushire stated that lie was asking the Senior Naval Ollieor to dispatch a war-ship to 
Bunder Abbas for the protection of British subjects. Major Cox also stated lliat lie 
presumed that 11 is Majesty’s Consul slimild recognize the dr facto Governor, and that 
British importers clearing murchamfizQ from the oustum-house should pay duty t" those 
iua position toenforee ii. 1 replied Unit His Majesty’s Consul should deal with the 
Kurguznr without oiltcinlly recognizing him ns Governor; that ho should tell him 
that the Southern Customs wore pledged to His Majesty’s Government and to nsk that 
lb.- Bunder A Urns receipts should he paid to the Consulate ; that I was informing the 
Persian Government that 1 should consider import duties (mid to the Nationalists by 
British merchants as duly acquitted, and that 1 was claiming from the Nationalists the 
customs receipts on account of tiie overdue interest on our loan secured ou the Southern 
Customs. Major Cox further reported that thu Belgian Customs Director had been 
oilrivd the choice of entering the Nationalists’ service and paying the revenue to them, 
nr leaving the Customs, and that lie had preferred the latter alternative. Further 
information was to the effect that order was bung effectually maintained, lint lliat 
dimecr lay in the fact that everybody in the town was armed, and that armed 
hands from the interior continued to' arrive. (In the 23rd March Hie Majesty's Consul 
at Builder Abbas reported tm interview with the Kurguznr, who had inquired whether 
His Majesty's Government wished that the whole of the customs duties should 
he handed over, and asked whether we should not be satisfied with the daily payment 
t„ the Consulate of half of the receipts. Captain Sliukespear, in reporting this 
conversation, urged that it was desirable in the interests of tranquillity to leave the 

Nationalists a portii.. the customs receipts lor the payment of the men under arms, 

uml l ac ordinglv authorized him to use his discretion in the matter. 

'flic rapid march «f events at Bunder Abbas njijienrs to have brought affairs ut 
Bushire to a head. Oil the 17th March the Resident reported that the populace there 
had hitherto hesitated to obey the dictates of the Nationalists, but that it seemed 
probable that the news from Bunder Abbas would prompt them to l'oUBw suit The 
Governor of the town was absent, and it was scarcely to he expected that the garrison, 
consisting of 200 Persian soldiers from Ispahan, would oiler serious support to the 
i 'listen,s Department or the local authorities against the Nationalist parly. Major IV. 
added that lie had discussed the situation with his Russian colleague, and though tin the 
moment there was no reason to apprehend deliberate molestation of foreigners, yet, in 
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view ot the possibility of general lawlessness, and the tact that the revenues of the 
Bushire customs were pledged to us, it might he prudent to have n wor-slup within easy 
call for the protection ..four interests. I reputed this in my telegram »"• of the 
18t.h March, and received your reply telegram No. 100 ul the jiOth March, stating 
that the Admiralty hud been asked to send a gim-lmat to Busjim; and to instruct 
it, as well US the gun-boat at llunder Abbas, to protect all foreigners m case ot 

(In tile 10th March 1 mei'ed a telegram from the Resident forwarding an urgent 
mess.-..-,. fr„.n the Karguznr to the Minister for Koreign Affairs with a request that it 
mi'dii ’ll! eoiiiuiuiiiiiated to his Kxeellency by llis Majesty’s Legation. In this message 
,1,0 Karenzar ileserihed the dilliculties of his position and stated that the troops Could 
„„t he relied on for eheoking the Nationalists, and that the danger of ilistnrhauee was 
hourly itier,•using. lie suggested that either application should be made to Ills 
Majesty's legation lor assist ana.* in keqpjng;‘jnlor, or that lie sliouhl !>e authorized to 
make sonm temporary arrangement with the Nationalists. 

(>n the 22ml March it was reported to me that Seyed Murteza Ahremi having 
introduced a numlxtr of Taiigestani riflemen, has peacefully takeni«»ver control of the 
Government on behalf of the Nationalists, that Jbhe pr.iiicipal local officials were resigning, 
ami that, though the Gustoms hits so far not been interfered with, the question of 
taking them over was under consideration. Olptain Trevor, who was in charge in the 
absence ..I* Major Cox at MoHpmierah, added that lie was informing the Seyed that the 
oust >ms receipts were pledged to His Majesty’s Government. 1 replied that 1 had no 
objection lo the Nationalists taking over the Customs provided that a monthly 
instalment, of 40,000 tomans to cover t he interest on our Government loan as well as the 
interest on the Imperial Bank of Persia's advances was regularly paid into the Imperial 
Bank of Persia (my telegram No. 185 of the 23rd March). . 

On the 2;ird March Captain Trevor reported that Seyed Murtcza had written 
oilieially to the Consulates announcing the assumption of the Government by himself on 
behalf of the Nationalists, and stating that he was temporarily undertaking the duties 
of tin- local authorities and that he w did arrange for the protection of the lives and 
property of foreigners. There had so far been no disorder, nor had the Customs been 
interfered with, Tail tlie Seyed stated that lie was referring to Tahreez on the subject. 
In order to prevent the local business ol the Residency coming to a standstill, Captain 
Trover impure,! whether he might treat oilieially with the (le facta , Governor ; I replied 
that lie might deal with him witlmul according him express recognition. 

Uitesf iuloniintiiiii is to the eli'eot that on the 23rd March ilm Seyed took over the 
Customs, the Belgian ollicials witlidmwiug. Karly the same day a meeting had I icon 
convened at the residence, of the Mirpenj, the commander ol the local (Iovernnient forces, 

., 11,1 was all.led by Seyed Murteza, oh Iwhtd'f of the Nationalist party, the Karguzar, 

the postmaster, and other heads of the local departments, and by some half a dozen 
respectable merchants. On being pressed as to whether lie was for or against the 
Nationalists the Mirpenj tendered his resignation, the other (ioverument officials 
following llis example. Thu Seyed, accompanied by his followers, then proceeded to the 
(lovermir's house where the Ithyal Standard was lowered and the National Hag was 
hoisted in its place and a salute ht tweiuy-one gnus tired. This bloodless revolution is 
staled to he due to the fact that all classes in Bushire, including the Government 
olliciuls, are Nat ionalists at heart. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


[13650J No. .SB. 

Sir (i. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey .— (lleecircd April lib) 

^j r ^ Tehran, March 24, 1900. 

A RKFKRKNCK will be found in my despatch No. 49 of the Kith instant to the 
idea which originated with the Minister for Foreign Allah's, Saml-ed-Dowloh, to convoke 
si meeting ..f representative members of the different classes of the population of lolirnn 
to discuss the situation and to express their views as to the desirability in principle of 
reverting to the constitutional regime. 

Sand ed Howleh professed at the outset to hope that this would he a moans of 
turning the Hank of the Court party's oUtinatrlv reactionary policy He appeared 
to hope that the composition of the members of this meeting would he such that a 
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frank exposition of their views would he possible, in which case he did not doubt of the 
result, especially as he contemplated inviting a large proportion of persons who have 
fo*en faithful to the Nationalist cause throughout. Moreover, he proposed, with the 
Shah’s authority, to open the proceedings himself with a speecli which would by its 
liberal tone give courage to those who desired to advocate a return to the constitutional 
re«dm<% which he professed to have so much at heart. 

My Russian colleague, who was anxious to further this scheme, obtained on the 
«*2nd instant from the Shall a list of the persons it was proposed to invite to the 
meeting. A mere glance at the document was enough to show the spirit in which 
the (’ourt party arc acting in the matter. The persons named are, with very few 
exceptions, reactionaries, and include Amir Bahadur, Sheikh Fazlulluh. Naib-es-Sultaneh, 
and the Sadr Azam, with about twenty reactionary clericals, who would effectively swamp 
the small liberal element chosen. 

Mr. Churchill and his Russian colleague showed the list to Saad-cd-Dowleh the 
same day, and they found him in a very despondent frame of mind. He looked upon 
the proposed meeting as a farce, and had no hope of an improvement in the .situation, 
as he was, lie said, convinced of the Shah’s insincerity. The meeting, he said, it 
allowed t'» be held, could only widen the breach between the Shah and bis people. The 
Nationalists bad informed him that they would not attend, and under’these circum¬ 
stances he declared his intention of entirely dissociating himself from the undertaking, 
ns it was only intended by the Court parly as a means of strengthening their own 
hands. 

I therefore consulted my Russian colleague ms to the attitude we should adopt in 
view of this development, and we decided to make a joint communication to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs through the two dragomans, who have this morning left 
with his Excellency an aide-memoire in which the two legations express their opinion 
that the proposed composition of the meeting is not of a nature to meet the require¬ 
ment* of the situation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


[13651] No. 87. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grcii.—(flcceived April 13.) 

(No. 32.) 

Sir, ' Tehran , March 21, 1909. 

THE revolutionary movement in the provinces, regarding which I reported in my 
despatches No. II of the 23th •lanuary and No.‘IS of the 25th tillinio, appears now 
to be spreading towards the north-eastern districts of Persia. 

On the 13th February llis Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed reported that a 
strong reform movement was apparently Iwing organized, but that the Governor- 
General, Rukn-ed-Dowleh, was keeping in touch with the reformers, and as these were 
timid and seemed to have no special objective, it was possible that the town might 
remain quiet. A week later Major Sykes reported that an abortive strike had taken 
place among the Meshed police, who had tried, but failed, to induce the soldiers to join 
them. 

lip to the end of February it appeared as if the appointment of Ruku-ed-Howleh 
•as (lovernor-General of Kkorussnn would be renewed at Nnuroz. a course recommended 
to the Persian Government by the two Legations. It was reported that though 
attempts were being made to persuade the people not to pay revenue, and there was a 
general feeling that a demonstration of some kind must be made to show .sympathy 
with tin* reform party, yet the people as a whole seemed not to be dissatislied with 
their actual Governor. Marly in March, however, it was reported that Uukh-od-Uowleh 
had been dismissed, and that the Slmh bad appointed in his place the Nayyir-cd- 
Dowlch, whose record is not a good one, and who is personally unpopular in Khorassan, 
on the strength of a present of some 2,400/. which the latter had offered for the post. 
Hii the Itli March Rukn-ed-Dowleh left Moslmd, and cm the 7th March Major Sykes 
reported that disturbances in Meshed had commenced. 

A bomb was exploded at the house belonging to a nephew of the new Governor- 
General. The revolutionaries, who were stated to be led by Russian subject*, seized 
tin- telegraph olliee, the shops in tin- city were closed, and the Palace of the < iovornor- 
General was guarded bv guns. The Deputy-Governor was taken prisoner by the 
revolutionaries, and a new Assembly of the reform party was opened. Ilir> Majesty’s 
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Consul-General reported that important dovcjSpments were to be expected in ™» d 
tin- absence of all ponnanont responsible Government officials, including the ate 
Karguzar, L 'i person of good reputation and great local ,..licence, but who had lately 

Kill, March Major Sykes reported that the Acting-Governor had been attacked and 
killed bv 1 revolutionary party headed by Baluclus. He further reported that the 
Meshed Assembly had boon much encouraged by this success, and by further successes 
n‘Dortr.1 to have boon gained by the revolutionaries in other parts <>t 1 erbia. 

1 have received no further report from Meshed during the past week, but there 
seems to be no reason to suppose that the revolutionaries have au.v intention at present 
of returning to thoir allegiance to the Central Government. 

(Sign!) ' U. BAltCLA 


1136521 No - 88 - 

Kir 0. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

Tehran, March 25, 1909. 

' r ’ I HAVK the honour to report, with reference to my despatch Xo. 37 of tlm 
•'Hit ultimo that no alteration in the situation at Ispahan itself has taken place, though 
Sum sat,,-es-Snltaneh has been actively engaged in endeavouring to win over to the 
Nationalist cause the hitherto wavering sympathies of the Sheikh of Mohammu.i i an I 
SowIcl-ed-Dowlek, chief of the Kashguis. An attempt to force the hand of tin latter, 
which narrowly failed to hi; successful, was made by Samsatu at the end of l'ebruary 
by Ihe dispatch of a bogus tologram to Asset-cd-l lowleh, dismissing him fiom the 
Governorship of Shiraz, and of a simultaneous telegram to Sowlot-od-Dowloh uphold¬ 
ing him for bis inactivity and urging him “to fulfil Ins promises. 

Sowlct-ed-lluwleli, believing the telegram to be genuine, prepared U> leave hht.az, 
but tlir absence of any orders in regard to tlm appointment of an Acting Governor 
r .|*, S( .,| sunn) .sus|»ifi.»ii, imil upon reference to Tehran the I ram I wasdiseoveivtl. 

•IV practical uses to which a complete control of telegraphic communications 
could hi put, illustrated ill litis incident, bad no doubt rendered the Karnsam tnoro 
insistent in bis demands in regard to the Telegraph Office of the Indo-huropean 

' The present position is that. SaiuHJim has control of one line, and is claiming Unit, 
no mossa-cs of a political nature shall be transmitted over the British wire from Tehran 
In Sliiraz?und further llttil the receipts for local traffic shall lie handed over to him on 

beliulf of the Anjumau. . , 

III view of the importance of not offending the Minister of lelcgraplis until tile 
tormina)■<>u of the present negotiations in eotmeetion with the Arnbtstnn lines and the 

exieusioti III'.. telegraph concessions, I am endeavouring to temporize with Samsaut- 

e--Salt:moli who has been told thill his demands were lining considered and tliut ill tile 
meant i me lie bad better abstain from cutting the wires, which would make a deplorable 
impression us interfering with international traffic and would not prevent telegraphic 
eoinitiiinieati.m between Tehran and Shiraz, which would then lie conducted by a 

rouiiiMiqul route. .> , , • • iri » • 

There arc at present some 1,500 troops at Kum and one Hakhtiari Khan, Amir 
Ktifaklium; Sardar /.afar and Sardar Ashrat having gone to Kaslurn, and the latter, it 
is said, with the Shah’s permission, on to Ispahan, I he three Khans are behoved to be 
awaiting the arrival of Sardar Assail before taking a decision as to the course to bo 

folkuuah: )|ilR ralc | llM | Mplumiiiierah, whore he is reported to he endeavouring 

to persuade the Sheikh uf Mohaimucrali to join in the movement. 

1 I have, occ. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 
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[13653] No. 89. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

gjj. Tehran, March 25, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 192 of to-day's date, l have the honour to 
report that, according to telegraphic information which I have just received, the towns 
of Shiraz and llamadan have joined the Nationalist movement. 

It appears that at a meeting held at Sltiraz yesterday afternoon, and attended by 
the Bcder llegi, Nasr-od-Dowleli (the head of the Kawami party) and all other leading 
Persians, it was decided to proclaim the Constitution and inaugurate the local Assembly 
to-day. . , . , , . . ... 

At llamadan, where the Constitution was proclaimed, the Acting Governor joined 
in the declaration, but lie has been summoned by his father to Buriijird. The Shall 
then appointed a new Governor, hut the people replied to His Majesty that il the 
Governor entered llamadan they would cut him in pieces. In reporting this information, 
His Majesty’s Consul at Kertnanshah states that the Nationalist movement in that part 
of the count™ is being engineered from Kerbela. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


[13654] Xo. 90. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 65.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 25, 1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 45 of the 1th instant respecting the question 
of Messrs. Lynch’s shed at Shellilieh, I have the honour to report that on the 
8th instant I received a telegram from llis Majesty’s Consul at Ahwaz informing me 
that Sheikh Murtaza had arrived at that place. In an interview with Captain Loritnor 
he agreed to the settlement of his dispute with Moin-ut-Tujjar regarding the ownership 
of the land upon which Messrs. Lynch desire to erect their shed in a Shari Court at 
either l'izful or Ncjef, should objection lie taken to Shushter. 

Upon receipt of this information, I instructed Ablins Kuli Khan to call on 
Moin-ut-Tnjjar. The latter at first attempted to evade his previous declaration that he 
left it to the other parly to choose between a Shari Court and a Committee of 
arbitrators, but eventually consented to have the case referred to a Shari Court at 
Nejof. He further promised to write immediately appointing as his agent in that, 
place Agha Seyyid Ali, soil of Aglta Seyyid Javad Kiliddar. 

Messrs. Lynch's agent here professes liis satisfaction tit this development of the 
question. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) (1. BARCLAY. 


[13655] Xo. 91. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 09.) 

Sir, Tehran , March 25, .1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the usual monthly summary lur 
the past lour weeks. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 91. 

No. 3.— Monthly Summary. 


THE Shall continues to reside in bis armed camp at Bngh-i Shall surrounded by 
his reactionary supporters, with the Sepahsalar (Amir Bahadur) at their head. Violent 
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reactionary councils prevail, and the Shah, who was ten days ago reported to be much 
depressed, is now stated by those Europeans who see him daily to be cheerful, and to 
have received the news of the Nationalist successes at Turbat, Bunder Abbas, Bushire, 
Shiraz, and llamadan with complete equanimity. 

The abortive attempt made at the eleventh hour by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to Convene a meeting of all classes of the population, which should have paved 
the wav towards the re-establish men t of a constitutional regime, has been reported upon 
in a separate despatch. 

The l*azniir# at Tehran remain closed, and the refugees are still at the Turkish 
Embassy. Those at Shah Abdul Azitn have been increased to about 1,000 persons, and 
on the night of the 23rd instant a gang of roughs entered a house near the shrine 
and murdered the inhabitants, four in number, including Mirza Mustafa, the son of 
the late Mujtelied Mirza Nassau Ashtiuni, who took so prominent a part in the Regie 
disturbances. This act, which is attributed to orders emanating from Bagh-i-Shah, 
has caused much sensation, and the Shah’s unpopularity has, if possible, increased. 

The political situation has caused much .stagnation in financial and commercial 
affairs, lie Imperial Bank's operations have been greatly humjiered by the diflioulties 
and dangers of remitting caravans of coin to the provinces. Exchange which is 
offering it Inbreez, Iv«*sht, and Meshed cannot he l>ought, 1m; cause money cannot be 
sent there for the purpose. The result is that high rates are maintained, to-day’s 
rale being o.V’f per pound. 

Humours have been current that the Shah has been given 200,000/. If was at 
first slated that the Russian Bank has given the money, then it was reported that a 
Norman group had made the advance. It is, however, interesting to note that no 
large sum could he transferred from Europe to Persia excepting through the Imperial 
or Russian Banks, and any such transfer would cause a full in exchange. 

Soiii'- rime ago it came to the knowledge of the Legation that the Deutsche Orient 
Bank at. < • --nslaulinoplr had placed the equivalent of 10,000/. on fixed deposit for 
three mouths at .» percent, with the Russian flank here. The full significance of this 
operation is not clear, though it muv merclv !»• a speculation in exchange in the hone 
of a fall. 1 * 1 

Many p'T.soiiri, no doubt fearing general disorders, have sent their securities and 
cash to the Imperial Bank. 

(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL. 

March 20, 1000; 


I he state of affairs at T.ibieoz. Resht, Meshed, Turhat-i-llayderi, Bushire, and 
Ispahan forms the ouhjeet of* separate despatches. 

Astcnibud. 

1 tic 3rd February the Governor, Amir Muknnvin, Iwirricaded the Palace 

and plaerd ! .ad s<>ldi( rs in t he old fort. Next day the Nationalists closed their shops 
and UKS4Muhled in a mosque, and their leaders decided that the Governor must leave the 
town. I lie < onmmiidor of t he Ilozur .Jerib regiment, bring a Nationalist, was ordered 
by the Govri n. r to proceed with his regiment to Kafshckr. On leaving the town he 
gave tin Nationalists twenty rifles, and sent in 200 men from neighbouring villages to 
liylp thorn. Lilly in March some of the local officials, although apparently not 
Nationalisttrlrgraphed io the Shah requesting thedisniissul of the Governor. On the 
/th .March 11 .i■ Prime Minister replied that tin* Governor had lieen recalled. The 
Nationalist.*, to sliow that tie- credit of getting the Governor dismissed l>elongcd to 
them, and not to the local officials, dosed the bazaars and assembled in large numbers in 
a mosque. 

SeLstiin. 

I. I he Rusd:in (’onsul recently informed Major Keniiion that a Russian /lector, 
Dr. Otto, now it Turh.it. would shortly come to Seistan. 

Kerman. 

I. 1 he Governor, Sahib Ekhtiar. has released the Nail* and permitted the Nazim 
, ‘‘ ,,,, n to Kerman, lie ..Iso tendered fiis resignation, bit the Persian Govern¬ 
ment are unable to find a successor owing to the disturbed state of the country, llis 
Majesty s t ousul anticipates trouble unless a strong Governor is appointed. 
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2. On the 14th March His Majesty's Consul telegraphed that the Governor of 
Baft had been defeated by the Afsharis, who had revolted. The Governor had been 
brought to Kerman seriously wounded, and the Afsharis had captured most of his camp 
and Giggage, one gun, and the revenue which he had collected* 

Kermanshah. 

1. Captain Haworth, telegraphing on the 24th February from Hamadan, reported 
that a.small number of leading Nationalists at that place had taken refuge with the 
Turkish Consular Agent, and had sent telegrams to the Turkish Embassy at Tehran 
and to the Porte regarding the present state of affairs in Persia, The Nationalists 
believed that they could raise 2,000 horsemen, with the help of the Khodahendulu 
tribes to assist them, hut Captain Haworth thinks that this is an exaggeration, and 
that they are not likely to declare openly for the Constitution until they are certain of 
raising enough horsemen |o withstand the regiments and local Chiefs who are on the 
side of the Shah ; 2,000/. was said to have lieen collected for the nayment of the 
Nationalist forces. The Acting Governor informed Captain Haworth that lie had 
r- p atedly resigned, but the Shah only replied with orders to suppress all Consti¬ 
tutional movements. The Acting Governor said that if he carried out these orders the 
people would kill him, and if he disobeyed them the Shall would kill him. lie asked if 
|j« could take refuge with the British Representative, to which Captain Haworth 
replied that wi! give sanctuary only when the life of a man is in danger. 

2. Writing on the 20th February, His Majesty’s Consul says that the telegram in 
the ‘■Times” that the Kalhur tribe was prepared to uphold the Constitution at 
Kcnnuiishah is incorrect. The fight, of the Kalians, as previously reported, had 
nothing to do with the Nationalist movement, nor would Daood Khan forward such a 
policy, except under necessity or to serve the time. 

3. There was an earthquake shock at Kermanshah on the morning of the 
Sard January at about 6 o’clock. It was also felt at Hamadan and Sultanalmd. 
Captain Haworth states that a European informs him that forty-seven villages were 
destroyed, and that, 35 miles from Burnjird, a mountain was split in two, causing 
u landslip. A gap of 500 yards was made in the mountain, and two villages were 
buried under the landslip. The loss of life was estimated at about (5,000 persons. The 
tract most affected was inhabited by the Silakhoris. 

Yezd. 

1. It appears that the party of 200 raiders, mentioned in last month’s Summary as 
being Bakhtmris, was in reality composed of inhabitants of Feragheh, a notorious 
robber village between Alstded and Abnrgough, who had been joined by a number 
of Taft is. S.-msam-es-Sultuneh disclaimed any connection with them. The party, led 
by one Khosrou Khan, approached to uithm a short distance of Yezd. This caused 
consternation in the town, and the Governor sent out n force, which retreated altera 
skirmish with the raiders. Khosrou Khan announced that he bad come to restore 
Constitutional government, but met with no response from the people of Yezd, 
who believed that lie and the Tnftis only wished to loot the town. Failing to get a 
telegram sent to Smnsam-es-Sultaneh, or to get support from the Yezdis, the party 
withdrew, and its subsequent movements are not known. 

2. With reference to the ill-treatment of Parsons in f he neighbourhood of Yezd, 
it appears that tin* culprits were Tnftis, who raided a Parsec village and carried 
off three men, who were subsequently ransomed by their friends. His Majesty’s 
Acting Vice-Consul made representations to the Governor, and by the end of 
February the latter had assembled a force of al>out 1,000 men to lie sent against 
Taft. Meanwhile the Tnftis, who appear to have influential friends in Yezd, were 
trying to patch up a truce, and no force has yet gone against them. 

3. A number of robber hands still frequent the roads, and robberies are of IV« fluent 
occurrence. The Kerman road is perhaps the least safe. 

i. Un the 20th February a telegram was received at Nain from Aglia Norullnh, of 
Ispahan, calling upon all those who were ready lo take up arms in the righteous 
cause to come to Ispahan. Entezam-ul-Mulk, formerly Governor of Yezd, was also 
reported to be collecting troops at Amirabad. He lias since joined the Bakhtiaris tit 
Ispahan. 

A person calling himself a German, who arrived recently from Shiraz, is 
reported to lie selling magazine rifles and ammunition at Yezd at high prices. 
Mr. Blackman is endeavouring to get definite information mi this subject. 
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Shim:. 

1, The centre of gravity' pf Kars politics is still in Liristsm Tin* Kavatnis seem to 
be pressed for money. On tin- 14th February the Kavam’s agent in Tehran tele¬ 
graphed that unless they could accomplish something it would lie all tin with them. 
On the 5th February a telegram arrived addressed to Sowlet-ed-Dowleh from the 
Anjuman-i-Saadet at Constantinople congi'ittulatiuj him on his patriotism and 
requesting him to telegraph tin account of the state of affairs in 1'ars. Mr. Bill 
thinks that the future of Kars is entirely in the hands of Sowlet-ed-DowUm. whenever 
la* makes up his mind to commit himself, and the most probable result wouh 4 seem to 
he the nccuiiution of Shiraz, hy him when the Kashgais migrate in the spring. 1' is 
much l • he hoped that the situation will change before that time,as it is not likely that 
the < 'hiel's of the Kashgais will lie. able to maintain tbo perfect control over their men 
that tie* Bakhtiaris have apparently displayed in Ispahan. Nasr-ed-Dowleh, who 
returned unexpectedly in the middle of February from Ldristuu, told Mr. Bill that the 
Kavatnis f..rces had defeat# t lit* Laris, but Mr. Bill believes that this was a fabrication, 
an l that ii L unlikely that, the Kavatnis will be able to make head against the Laris. 
Nasr-ed-Dowleh insisted that the Lari Seyved was playing for his own hand,ami would 
jmy no more attention to the ortlers of a i onstitutioual Government than to tie s© 
of the Shah. He stated his own intention of transferring his whole establishment to 
Km ro;.e • ith tlie design of remaining there until the Persian horizon cleared. Mean¬ 
while. the Bakhtiaris have telegraphed in tlm strongest terms to the Sowlct-cd-Dowleh 
reproaching him for his inaction 4 * after all that lie had promised," and, on the other 
hand.it seems certain that, the Kavatnis are trying with some success to come to an 
arrangement with Semsam-cs-Sultuneh, in which case Sowlet-ed-Dowleh may find he 
has overstated his market. The latest news is that the Kuvam returned to Shiraz on the 
7th March leaving his troops at Fassa. 

2. In Shiraz itself early in March there was a mild agitation in favour of the 
Constitution under Clerical leadership. It seems that the (iovernor-Getieral, so far 
from suppressing the two meetings held, sent them messages of sympathy. 

t )u the 21st February a serious assault was committed on t\\ o Parsecs who were 
seriously tabued hy a drunken servant of the Governor-General's. Mr Bill sent the 
Consul;ii• lunshi with a private letter to the Governor protesting against the incident 
as seriously endangering tile public peace. The offender was arrested, hut a large 
crowd ls-sieged the home of the Parsee employer of the wounded men and intimidated 
him into proceeding in person to the palace and giving his sanction to the immediate 
release .»t the otlender. 

4. On the llili March a caravan accompanied hy pilgrims was attacked near 
Yezdikliast. f )ue pilgrim was shot dead and four others were mortally wounded. 
Thirteen loaded mules were taken away. One of the eases looted contained thirty 
magazine rilles. 

a. t»u the 20th March 11 is Majesty’s Consul telegraphed that Mr. Gentleman, 
agent Messrs Ziegler, had been stripped-aud robbed near Sivend hv robbers, who were 
believed to in- Lashaiiis. The (iovmior-tletieral dispatched thiity men to try to capture 
the robbers Mr. Bill also reported that 200 telegraph insulators had l*eeu broken 
during the week hy triliesmeti near Zergoon, and that several robberies had oceuned on 
the iv»ad south "I Ahadeh. 

Persian Gulf. 

Hush ire. 

1. The German Consul is reported to he collecting information as to the number 
of muh s and camels available in the districts of Dnshti and Dashtistan. the alleged 
reason for hi.- action being the desire of the German house, Wonckhaus, to establish 
agencies in those districts 

2. It is reported that the Darya Beggi has lioon reapjaiinted Governor of the Gulf 
ports. 

3. Guii running seems to 1 m* prevalent in the vicinity of the town of Bushire. The 
smugglers are said to oiler the Ikiatnien 5 krans for each title to be taken to Bushire 
from the neighbouring villages. 

4. The Kesiilent returned from Calcutta on the 25th February, and left for Moluun* 
muridi "ti the 21st March. 
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Bunder Abbas K 

The first Afghan caravan of the season, numbering 152 camels, arrived from Herat 
on the 11th January. Two others numbering 500 and 300 arrived on the 19th and 21st 
respectively. Twenty Afghans having purchased some camels at Bunder Abbas, left 
with them for Jask overland on the 19th. 

Lingah. 

1. In accordance with the instructions received by the Director of Customs through 
the proper channel be has taken charge of the papers of the French Consular Agency 
and removed the flagstaff from the house of Haji Abdul Rahman, French Consular 
Agent. It is as yet not definitely known whether the French Consular Agency has 
been abolished for good or temporarily suspended on account of the unsatisfactory 
conduct of the Haji. 

2. The German firm, Woncklmus and Co., appear to have imported into Muscat 
200 rifles in compliance with an order received from a Lari, the latter having agreed to 
make his own arrangement*;'to bring the arms over to the Persian coast. 

3. Seyyed Abdul Hussein Lari, having heard of the arrival in Lir of Amtoun, 
an Armenian, recently sent there hy Woncklmus anti Co,, asked him to leave otherwise 
In* would 1m* killed. Aratoun returned to Lingah on the 1 9th January and is reported 
to have lieen roblied of everything lie had. 

4. At the end of January about seventy inhabitants of Lar came to Lingah to 
escape the tyranny and lawlessness which prevail in Lar. Others arc expected to follow 
their example. 

Mohammerah. 

1. 'lbe land leased to Messrs. Wonckhaus on the river for 2002. a-year is in their 
charge from the 24th January. It has been surrounded by a mud wall and two mud 
stores have been built in it. 

2. Fat ly in February it was rumoured from Bam Hormuz that the other Bakhtiari 
Khans had offered, to make peace, with Somsam-es-Sultaneh and restore the previous 
arrangements recognizing him as llkhani, presumably on account of his recent success at 
Ispahan. 

3. At the beginning of February Dizful and Shuster were said tO;be in disorder. 
Things are said to have quieted down since. 

(Signed) C. B. STOKES* Major, 

Military Attache. 


[13657J No* m 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. (Received April 13.) 

(No. 08. Secret.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 25, 14)01). 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you some notes hy the Military Attache to 
His Majesty's Legation on the foreign officers and non-commissioned officers now in the 
service of the Persian Government. 

1 have, &t\ 

(Signed) U. BARCLAY. 


Inelosure in No. 02. 

Major Stokes to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 14. Secret.) 

_ Tehran , March 25, 1000. 

I HAVE the honour t<» submit, for your information and that of the War Office, 
the following notes on the foreign officers and non-commissioned officer* in the service of 
the Persian Government — 

[ 1010 ] 
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The following arc the Russian officers employed with the Persian Cossack 
Brigade:— 

Commandant: Colonel Liakhoffi . 

Other officers: Captain PeribinosetV, Captain Blasnoff, Captain Sapolski, 
Captain Gregoriovitch-Baski, Captain UshakofV (on leave). 

There is also a Medical Officer. 

There an* eight Russian non-commissioned officers with the brigade. 

Quite* apart from tin* Persian Cossack Brigade, there are in the personal service ol 
Ilis Majesty tin* Shall tin* following Russians:— 

A Medical Officer: Dr. Zadol'ski. 

An Aide-de-camp: Captain Khuhaielfi 

Two non-coininissioned officers, of whom one was formerly in tin* brigade but 
is now in the Shah's personal service, while the other has been recently engaged to 
organize a Bodyguard of 1.00 men. 

It is to he remarked that whereas the contract for the Russian officers of the 
Cossack Brigade provides for a Commandant, three other officers, and live non-commis¬ 
sioned officers, there are now on the strength of the brigade a Commandant, five other 
officers, and eight non-commissioned officers. Since June last reports have reached me 
more than once that a fresh contract, providing for an increased number of Russian 
officers and noncommissioned officers, had been signed, but so far inquiries have failed 
to prove the truth of these reports. 

Colonel Kostcrsitz-Mnrenliorst, an Austrian officer, who lias for some time been a 
Professor at the Military College at Tehran, is now stated to be employed as Instructor 
to the Shah’ Bodyguard. Another Austrian officer, i leneral Padowutz, who came with 
him, has left Persia and the Persian service. 

(huier.d Maletta, an Italian officer, who left the Persian service some years ago 
with a pension, has now returned, and describes himselt as in the Shah’s service. He 
was many years ago in the Egyptian gendarmerie, after which lie became Infantry 
Instructor to tin* Persian army, a post ho filled until he retired some eight or ten 

A German ex-nou-cemiuissioned officer, I fuse, is employed as a mechanician. He 
was lormeilv in charge of the macliitie-guns. hut these have now been handed over to 
Colonel Liukhofi’. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) (’. B. STOKES, Major, 

MHilary Attache'. 


[13658; No. 1)3. 

Sir (i. Unrrlatf to Sir Edward drey,—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 69.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 25, 1909. 

THERE has lately been a good deal of alarmist talk in Tehran regarding the 
possibility of an outbreak in which European lives might he in danger, and the role of 
Colonel Liakhoffi ami his subordinates in such an event has formed the subject of 
conversation between some of tho Foreign Ministers. Ciunit Quadt, who had already 
had a somewhat acrimonious correspondence with Colonel Link It off in regard to the 
frequent withdrawal of his Cossack guard from the Herman legation for purposes of 
drill, talked of asking for some sailors from the (lennaii ‘*stntiomiuire M at Constantinople 
in ease lie found that he could not count on Colonel Liukliotl. The latter let it he 
known I at Ids general instructions were (I) »" protect tin* Shah’s life, (2) to protect 
the barrack** of tin- < ossack Brigade, and (3) to maintain order in the city and to protect 
the foreign Legation' This, however, did not satisfy some of the Ministers, and on the 
I Ith March th* Austrian, Herman. Italian and Turkis Representatives decided to 
sound their Russian colleague on the subject They even talked of summoning 
a meeting of the Chels de Mission to elicit an official pronouncement from Colonel 
Liukhotf, and an undertaking that he would protect them in ease of an outbreak. 

The Russian Charge d’Aflaires placed the matter Iwloie his Government for 
instructions, hut in the meantime Colonel LinkliotV «ailed on the Austrian Minister, 
and, according to the latter’s own account, represented that he was placed in a very 
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awkward position, ns he did not know hv his instructions exactly what rAle to assume 
in case of an armed conflict between the Shah’s troops and the Nationalists, who might 
at anv time advance upon the capital from either Ispahan, or Resht, or both, and as to 
thi* protection of the Legations he was again in doubt. 

The replv received from the Russian Government-on or about the 21st March was 
to the effect that- Colonel Liakhoff was in the service of the Shah, from whom alone he 
was to take orders. If the foreign Representatives desired special measures to be 
taken for their protection, the natural course would be for them to apply to the 
Persian Government. This M. Sabline lias communicated to the Italian Minister. 
If,. i,as, however, informed Mis Majesty’s Legation privately that more precise instruc¬ 
tions were added as to Colonel LiakiiolPs action in case of an outbreak. He and his 
subordinate Russian officers are to take no part in active hostilities, hut the Colonel, 
uuilcr the Shah’s orders, should direct the brigade from hend-tjuarters, while only tho 
Frisian officers are to take active command of the men. The brigade should endeavour 
to maintain order and to protect foreign lives and property. The Colonel’s main duty 
is to protect the life of the Shah. 

As regards the danger of an outbreak in tlu* town, I am somewhat reluctant to 
express an opinion. There is certainly a groat deal of nervousness almut amongst 
Persians and even in certain foreign quarters which has been considerably increased by 
tin* murder a day or two ago of four of the bastis at Shah Abdul Azim, which there is 
only too good reason for thinking was committed at least with the cognizance of the 
Shah. The Turkish Charge d’Allaires visited my Russian colleague and me on 
learning of these murders, and told us that he had good reason to fear that the crimes, 
which lie said had been committed by direct order of Mufekher-ul-Mulk, Vice- 
Governor of Tehran, would prove the forerunners of similar crimes against his own 
hast is, and lie talked of applying to Constantinople for a guard to be sent out to bis 
Embassy. 

I doubt the danger to the Turkish Embassy. Turkish intervention would not 
suit the Shah’s book, hut there is certainly a possibility of further murders with a 
view to cowing the Nationalists. 1 cannot even altogether exclude 1 he possibility of 
an outrage on some foreigner in order to provoke intervention, and 1 have to day 
ventured to suggest by telegraph that the surest means of averting such a proceeding 
would he that the two Legations should he authorized, in the event of furt her crimes 
like the recent murders, to make the communication proposed in your conversation 
with M. Poklewski, and recorded in your telegram to Sir A. Nicolson, No. 328, viz,, 
that it should Is* impressed on the Siiah that Ju* has nothing to gain front inter¬ 
vention, and that it might probably result in bis dethronement on account of 
his incapacity to govern. This should to some extent keep the Shah on his good 
behaviour. 

I have already more than once mentioned the possibility of the droops getting 
out of hand; I see no indication at present, of such a development. Should it occur, 
it would probably mean a few hours’ looting, but I do not foresee any special danger to 
foreigners, least of all to the Foreign Legations. There would he easier looting 
elsewhere. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


[13659] No. 94. 

Sir Ci. Itarclay to Sir Edward (tretf.—’{Received April 13.) 

(No. 70.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 2f>, 1909. 

WITH reference to the penultimate panigraph of my despatch No. 29 of the 
18th ultimo, in which I reported that Serdar Assad was said to he endeavouring 
to negotiate a loan in London with Messrs. Lynch on the seriirity of the Aliwnz 
Ispahan road, 1 have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a despatch wliieh has 
L < n addressed to me by His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire, regarding tin* desire 
"t Muiituz/.im-ed-Dowleli, one of the Bakhtiari Ghiefs, to sell his interest in ill; road 
to Messrs Lynch. 

I understand that Messrs. Lynch's Tehran agent has communicated this offer »o 
is principals in London, and has received a reply to tin* efi’eei that the question i . 
r* ceiving careful consideration 

You will notice that Captain Lorimer, in his despatch No. f the l fit It February, 
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which is forwardeil by Major Cox, agrees with Messrs. Lynch's Aliwass agent in 
thinking that it would be unwise to endeavour to come to terms with Muntazzim-ed- 
DowlelC ami though Messrs. Lynch are of course free to act as they please, 1 am 
inclined to indorse this view. ... . ,, 

|i Hoeins questionable whether the Mums, under tie* terms oi their (concession 
from the Persian Government, have the right of alienating the road tolls, and, in the 
event difficulties arising between Messrs. Lynch and the Khans, it would.be difficult 
for His Majesty’s Legation to Support a right of the nature which it is proposed 
Messrs. Lvuch should acquire. 

I have, Ac 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY 


Inelosure 1 in No. 94. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Unrein;/. 

(No. 21. Confidential.) 

Bushire , February 27» 1909, 

I HAVE the honour to forward for your Excellency's information, and such 
action as vou may deem expedient !<■ take, a copy of a letter which I have received from 
11is Majesty's Consul, Altwaz, regarding tin-desire of the Miintazzim-ed-l>owleh to sell 
his interest in the Ahwaz-Ispuhun road to Messrs. Lynch Brothers, 

I have, &c. 

(For Consul-General Cox), 

(Signed) A. l\ TREVOR. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 94. 

Consul Former to Consul-General Cox. 

(No. •'»:!. Conlidential.j 

Sir, Ahwaz, February 10, 1909. 

I IL\V K the honour to forward inclosed copies of a letter addressed by Messrs. 
Lytieli Bi'>*t hers' Ispahan agent to their Tehran agent, and recently communicated to me 
by Messrs. L\ ueh Brothers at Ahwaz. 

‘1. Tin - agent here does not know what, if any, action is being taken in regard to 
it, ami agrees with me in thinking that it would be unwise to aim at coming to terms 
with the Muntazzim-ed-Dowleh in the matter referred to. 

This opinion has been arrived tit in view of the difficulty which lias been expe¬ 
rienced in maintaining satisfactory relations with the llakhtiari Khans in business 
matters. 

a. It is also questionable whether the Khans have the right under the Concession 
for the road, which they hold from tin- Persian Government, of in any way alienating 
the tolls which are collected on the road. 

Paragraph 7 of that Concession runs as follows :— 

“ The administration and maintenance of the road and the levying of tolls will 
remain for the whole period of the Concession in the hands of the concessionnaires 
without any interference on the part of the others . . . 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) l). L. R. LORIMER, Captain. 


Inelosure .’1 ill No. 94. 

Messrs. Lynch Brothels' Ispahan Atjenl to their Tehran Agent. 

(Confidential.) 

Dear Sirs, December 2, 1908. 

MUNTAZZ1M-1*D-l)(>\VLFII, the eldest son of tin- late Isfamliar Khan,Sardar 
Asad, sent his servant to me explaining his desire of selling his and his brothers' shares 
of tin' llakhtiari Hoad t 'oneessipn. amounting to ouc-sixth of the whole, lie is desirous 
of selling it to our firm at a reasonable price, hut before he unities the price lie likes to 
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lennw whether the firm will undertake buying it. Will you therefore be kind enough to 
communicate this to Loudon friends and see if they at all can; to enter into such 
transaction. The following will show shares and shareholders o! the Concession 

Late Isfandiar Khan, Sardar Asad, one-sixth. 

Late Muhammad Hussain, Sipahdar, one-sixth. 

Present Ghulam Hussain, Shalmh-us-Saltanah, and brothers, one-sixth. 

Present Najaf Quli Khan. Samsain-us-Saltunuh, and Yusuf Khan, one-sixth. 
Present II. Ali Quli Khan and H. Khasrau Khan, one-sixth. 

Present Lutf Ali Khan, Shuia’-us-Sultun, and brothers, one-sixth. 

Yours faithfully. 

Per pro. Lynch Brothers, 

(Signed) ' M. FAZLULLAII 


[13660] No * 95 * 

•Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13 ) 

gj r °’ ” ^ Tehran, March 20, 1909. 

IN continuation of my two telegrams Nos. 193 aud 197 of the 25th March and 
to-day respectively, I have the honour to transmit copies of two notes which rny 
Russian colleague and 1 have addressed to the Persian Government respecting the 
recent murders at Shah Abdul Azim. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inelosure I in No. 95. 

Sir G. Barclay and M. Subline to Suad-rd-Dowleh. 

Votre Fxcellonee, 24. wars, 1909. 

LES deux Legations d’Angleterre et do Russie out appris uyec regret que 
quelques-uns des hastis a ('hall Abdul Azim out etc assassin es liier soir. Les details 
inanquent, mais on dit que les coupables sout dans I’ynploi du Vice-Gouverncur de 
Teheran. . 

11 est evident quo pour dviter d'autres crimes de cette nature il est indispensable 
qu’uue unquote soit tenue et que les coupables soiont puuis, et les deux Legations ont 
I'hoimeur de f'aire oirserver a votre Excellence que dans le cas oil il serait avdre quo 
ceux-ci ont agi sous les ordres du Vice-f lonverneur, il serait an plus haul dogrd 
desirable cpie Mufakher-ul-Mulk soit destituo sans retard. Cette mesuro serait, voire 
Excellence le recommit rn, la meilleure pour dviter que les crimes d’liier soil* namenent 
des troubles' plus eteudus qiii pourraient loser les intdrets des nationaux des deux 
Legations et qui pourraient exposer le Gouvernoment du Chah it une lourde 
lesponsahilitu que les Legations voudraient lui upargner. 

Je profite, &e. 


Inelosure 2 in No; 95. 

Joint ,Wf| communicated to Snad-ed-Dowleh. 

LES deux Legations, sc re I’d rant it lour note collective du 24 courant, croient do 
leur devoir de fa ire savoir an Chniveruemcut persau (pie le bruit rendant. responsible 
Mufakher-ul-Mulk des meurtres a Chuli Alxlul Azim est tellemont general qu ils 
croient de leur devoir, pour apaiser I'agitiuion actuollo dans la capitale, de donmmler le 
renvoi de ce fonctionnaire. 

En faisaut cette demarche les deux Legations sunt convuinoues qu’ellesagissei t 
dans les meilleiirs intdrets du Gliah et de son Gouvernoment, qui seront tonus cntieiv- 
ment responsahles par les Goiivernements hritanniquo et russe txmrcequi pourra arnver 
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h lours national!x par suite ties troubles quc los deux Legations craignent dans le e.-m 
oil lours deinandes ne seruient pas oxecut oos. 

Les deux Legations prient votre Excellence de sounicttre ce qui precede it Ha 
Majestb. 

Lt 20 mars, 1909. 


•Sir A. Kicolson tn Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

(Extends Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 181 of April 2.] 

(No. 211 .) 

Sir, St. Petersbiiryh, April 2, 1909. 

M. I.SV'OLSKY asked me to-day when I expected lo receive the reply of 11 is 
Majesty’s Government to the proposals which the Russian Government had submitted in 
respect to the situation in I’ersia. 1 told his Excellency that I might possibly receive 
them by a messenger who was arriving to-morrow morning, hut in any ease I wo did 
telegraph and inquire. 

II is Excellency then said that lie was just proceeding to a Council to discuss 
Persian all'airs, and that a very difficult point would have to he dealt with, and that 
was the security of the Resht-Tehran road, lie had received anxious reports from 
the engineers at Kasvin. who were in fear of the Caucasian revolutionaries who 
dominated the situation in that part of Persia, lie always discounted the reports 
from men exposed to certain risks, hut he could not altogether neglect them. 
There was a fear that the Menzil bridge might he destroyed, and communication 
between Tehran and Rcsht interrupted, lie was in rather a dilemma, lt would 
he taking a great responsibility to adopt no measures for the protection ol the 
only communication between Tehran and Itesht; while any measures which were 
taken would he, he could not deny it, in the nature of intervention, lie had an idea 
<d’ sending a Vice-Consul to Kasvin with an escort, hut this might irritate, and not 
overawe, the revolutionaries—he was speaking of the Caucasians, as from the Persians 
he had mjlhiug to apprehend. While if he dispatched an adequate force to establish 
pickets at certain points on the road, and lo guard the Menzil* bridge and to protect 
officers of the road administration at Kasvin, this would undoubtedly bo interpreted, 
and indeed was, intervention. The Minister of War and the Viceroy of the Caucasus 
were both against any movement of troops; hut he had the responsibility of keeping 
the mad to Tehran open. In any ease, he would do nothing without informing His 
Majesty's Government, and he would let me know the results of this afternoon’s 
Council. He asked me to give him my opinion. I said I perfectly appreciated the 
dilemma in which he lonud himself, and the quest ion was really a very dilticult one 
to decide. It was doubtless ol importance not lo leave Tehran en I'air; hut, on 
the other hand, I here were all the objections he had mentioned. I was sure that my 
Government would quite appreciate the dilllculty. I asked if the Russian authorities 
could not take measures lo prevent these terrorists from leaving the Caucasus for 
l'.nzeli, or even to prevent their disembarkation there. I heard that they wore 
continually passing over openly in steamers. Ilis lixcelleney said that ho would 
mention this point at the t.'ouncil. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Sii .1. .\icotson In Sir Ed ward Grey. —- Iteeeired April 13.) 

St. I’vterrhnrijh, April 5, 1909. 

'AI.I.ED on M. Isvolsky yesterday afternoon and communicated to him the 
re of your telegram No. In!) of the 3rd instant relative to the views of His 
’s Government on the last proposals submitted by the Russian Government in 
to the joint communication to he made to the Shah. I pointed out to his 

• Over the Kizit then River half-way between Kasvin ond Itesht. 
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Frrollenov that Ilis Majesty’s Government had made great concessions in order to meet 
die wishes of the Russian Government, and that 1 earnestly hopetl that now he would 
...„ke no difficulty in consenting to the conditions which His Majesty s Government had 
nm forward. Your telegram No. 32S had arrived the day subsequent to the com¬ 
munication liy M. Isvolsky of his last proposals, but on its receipt 1 laid given Inin 
rhnllv the substance. 1, however, repeated it again to him yesterday, anil embodied 
iis principal points in the aide-memoire which I sent to him after my interview, and of 
which I have the honour to transmit a copy. , 

| ,|„ not think that his Excellency will make any difficulty m accepting the 
nronosalsof Ilis Majesty's Government, and he is anxious that instructions should he 
to the two Representatives at Tehran as speedily as possible. I will telegraph as 
soon as I receive his written reply. . . , , , , , , ., 

I niav men* ion that M. Isvolsky gave me as Ins private view that ho doubted if 
the Russian < Iovernment would make any advance of money lo the 1 crsiau (.overnment, 
and if they diil grant one they would limit it to as small a sum as possible amt dole it 
out as late as lHissible. .... , . . 

I asked Ilis Excellency whether the Council had come, to any decision as to 
takim' unv measure to protect the Resht-Tehran road, lie replied that no dehuitc 
(irrisiou "had been taken, and that the question was still being examined by the 

competent Ministries. , „ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 97. 

Aide-memoire communicated to M. Isvolsky. 

Ills Majesty’s Embassy had the honour to receive the aide-memoire, dated 
lie 1th (17th) March, of the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs relative to the 
procedure to be adopted by the Governments of Russia and Great Britain m regard to 
Persian affairs. , , 

Ilis Majesty's Embassy is now able lo state that as regards point 1, Ills .Majestys 
Government are still desirous that Amir Bahadur dang should he removed from all 
Id- offices both in the Cabinet and at the Palace. In the event of the Shall pressing 
v. rv hard that that functiofffl-y should be retained at the Palace, Ills Majesty s 
Government would not, however, raise further objection to conceding that point- His 
Majestv’s Government will not insist on the removal of Sheikh Fazl-ullah from 1 elirau. 

W ith respeel lo points 3 and I, Ilis Majesty’s Government arc not disposed to 
undertake the responsibility of designating the members or the Cabinet or of the 
('. uiicil, and they consider that il would have been preferable to make the grant ol a 

loan..litional on a change of Ministers for others who inspired conlidenee. But, ill 

order to meet as far as possible the wishes of the Imperial Russian Government, Ills 
Majestv’s Government would be readv to agreo that the two Legations should submit 
privately in the Shah a list of suitable candidates both for the Cabinet and for the 
Council; il being clearly understood that il unsuitable candidates are selected by 
the Shah no money will be accorded, 

As to point Ilis Majesty's Government have no objection to make to the revision 
of that point as proposed by the Imperial Russian Government. 

As to point 7, Ilis Majesty's Government leave it to the Imperial Russian 
Government to act in regard lo their share of the advance under the conditions 
mentioned in the aide-memoire of the -1th (17th) March as they may consider advisable. 
Hi-Majesty’s (iovernment would he unable to make their share of the advance until 
the Assembly had accepted the whole loan. 

Ilis Majesty’s Embassy earnestly trust that, in view of the concessions which I lis 
Majesty's Government have made towards meeting the views of the Imperial Russian 
Government, the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs will accept the proposals made 
in this aide-memoire. 

St. I’etvrsbunjh, March 22 (April I), 1909. 
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Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Heceivcd April 13.) 

(No. 224.) 

8j r> St. Peltrsburgli, April 7, 1009. 

IN nccordanou witli the instructions contained in your telegram No. 404 ol 
yesterday, I Imvo tin; honour to report that I have requested M Isvolsky to be good 
enough (o cause instructions to he sent to M. Saldino to join with Sir G. Barclay in 
impressing on the Shah the necessity of treating the population of Tahreez with 
moderation in the event of the town being forced to capitulate. 

His Excellency sent me this morning an nids-msmoire and some extracts from the 
Reports of the Acting Consul-General at Tahreez, of which I lieg leave to inclose 
copies. As soon as I have received a reply to my request of this morning 1 will inform 
you by telegraph. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 98. 


M. Isvolitki,/ to Sir .-J. Nicolson. 


LE Ministry des Affaires Etrangfcres, en prdsentant sea cpmplirnents empresses ^ 
son Excellence Sir Arthur Nicolson, a rhonnour de lui Ihire parvenir sous ce pli un 
extrait do deux Rapports du Gdrant du Consulat-Gdudral tie Russie It Tauris, contenant 
des dniitides fort intdressuntes sur la situation actuelle des affaires, ainsi qu’un aide- 
mdinoire au memo sujet.' 

Saint-PSiersliourij, If 21 mars (C$ nvril), 1909. 


IUclo.su iv 2 in No. 98. 


Aide-memoire i>y M . Izvolsky. 


LES nouvelles vciiunt de Tauris semblent indiquer quo la population do cette ville, 
ussdf ii I><nit. par les exactions des rdvolutionnaires, ttoiiL le regime e.st tout aussi 
(untenable cpn* celui des Adininmtrntours gouverneinehtaux, et fatigude ties troubles 


(pii noiil <pir trop dure, ferait volontiers la paix awe le Scliali, si elji no craignait quo 
les troupes ot les partisans du .Scliali ne meltent la villi; a sac nussitdt aprds l’avoir 
oecupdi* M. Miller suppose qu'uno activite commune et systdmatisee des Reprd- 
seutaiits russe et anglais a Tauris enutrihuemit puissnmmcut a une solution pacifiquo. 

Lo < I'ouveruemeiit Imperial trelive desirable d’inviter les deux Legations a Tehdran 
do charger M. Miller et Mr. WT.itislaw d’e.xaminer conjoiutement la situation dans tous 
ses details et de soiimettre ensuite ;i h-urs Gouvornomentij ivspee.tifs leur.- considerations 
par rapport atix m 08 tiles au moyeii desquelles la Russie et l'Angleterre pourraieufc 
contiil.uer ii mettle tin ii la lutte intestine et antener uno solution paoitiquo de la 
situation extiemeuieiil grave et dangeivuse qui regno actuellemcnt a Tauris. 

I. Ambassadeur de Russie a Londres a etc charge do se inettro en rapport ii ce 
sujet awe Sir Edward (irey et de le prior de munir Sir George Barclay destructions 
en ee sens; |c ras eclieaut, des instructions idenliques seront expediees dgalemerit it 
M. Sabliue. 


Saint-I'ctcrsboitcg. If 21 mars ((5 nrril), 1909. 


Inclositre 3 in No. IKS. 


Extract from Reports of Russian Aciimj Conaal-Ueneral at I'ubrtez. 
LA situation it Tauris se present© actuellement sous l’aspect suivant : 


La villi* est coriidc par les troupes du Prince Kiu-oud-Dovleli, de Rabim Khan, et 
de Oln»udja*<»ud-l)i»vleli, (lont les forces reunion atteignent le ehiffre tie 12,000 it 13,00© 
environ. Rahim Khan oeeiipe le rayon situb outre Tauris et Djoullu, sur la clmussde 
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russe. Les voyageurs qui prennenfc cette route se trouvent entibrement ii la merci des 
cavaliers de Rahim, qui, entre a litres, out rdeemment arrdtd deux goulams du Consulat- 
Gdndral de Russie, ainsi (pie trois Europdens (deux sujets autriebiens et un ressortissaut 
suisse). Les representations faites itoe sujet au Prince Ein*oud-D<>vleh par le Consulut- 
Geneial n’eurent aucun rdsultat. 

I .es partisans du Seliah gardent une attitude plutot passive. Lours mouvements 
sont indecis et desordomrds. Sehl, Ghoudja-mid-Dovleh se ddcida it attuquei, lo 
20 fevrier dernier, It* faubourg iloukmahnd, qui fut en effet occiq e par ses troupes 
jiriidaiit <pielques lieures; iidimmoins, elles ne rdussirent pas it s'y maintenir et furent 
rcfouldes par les rdvolutionnaires rentbreds d’lin certain nombre d’anarchistes gcorgiens, 
armeiiii ns. et tartares du (’uncase, nrmdS de bombes. L'insucees de cette tentative doit 
ctre attribud, exclusivemeii* it Tinuction du Prince Kin-oud-Dovloh, qui ne s’est pas 
decide une seule fois, depuis son arrive© it Basmindj, it soutenir les attuMUes des 
troupes d Clloudja operant du cote oppose de la ville, ce qui a toujour* permis aux 
dbfenseurs de la ville de concentrer toutes lours forces centre les troupes do 
Ohoudja. i 

La ville tnenie est (ldfendue par un groupe de rdvolutionnaires dont le nombre ne 
surpasse pas 2.000. A part I’dldment indigene, il se trouve dans lours rungs soixante 
Tartares, dix-sept Georgiens s’oocupant spdei dement de la fabrication do liombes, et 
quutor/.e Amdniens, tous originaires du Cancjise. La population tie Tauris est. tenuc en 
lesiiect par c© groupe d’aventuriers, qui en rdalitd no sesoucient nulleineiit des priticipes 
de la liliertdeonstitutionm lle (“ machrOUtu ") proclamdspareux et incomprdbensibles pour 
la masse de la population. (’ette dernifere, terrorisde par les rdvolutionnaires, accablde 
d’impbts nouvollemeiit introduits. et exjxxsde b la famine, n'attend quo le rdtalilissfun ut 
de fordre et (le la trnuquillitd. N dan moms, elle ne se decide pas it livrer la ville aux 
partisans du Scliali, prdvoyaut quo ces dormers la met I rout it sac. 

L’administi-atioii que les rdvolutionnaires avaient introduite est inaintenant 
c<»tnpldtement desorgamsde. Le pouvoir est divisd parmi les Endjoumens, ou clubs, 
suivauts:— 

L’Endjoumon-i-Vvaldti, prdsidd par Sdid Mobammed Taghi et Hadji Sclieili Ali 
Asker (sujet russe), iepreseute l’organd central qui s’occupo des relations avec les 
Consulate dtrangers, ainsi que do la press©, ot. rddige des Proclamations qui sont 
journo!lement atlichdes sur les murs de la ville. 11 ne jouit pourtunt d'aucune autoritd 
spdeiale qui pniirrait le placer it la tete des autres Endjoumens. 

L’Kiidjoirmen Koudret, ou Club des ” Fichu's," est prdsidd par Bagbir-Kban, un 
simple ouvrier ina<;on. 1 a*s fida'is" sont engages au service de ce dernier, rnoyeuuatit 
une somnie de 2 krans (3d copecks) par jour. 

L’Emljoumen-i-Hukil\el, ou Club d.- la Vdritd. II est prdsidd par Sattar Kbait, 
ex-lerraoli (agent de police), puis pulefroiner, et ensuite maquignon.^ 

L’l'hiiljoiimen-i-Moudgabid Outagbi-Nizam, ou Chambre militaire, prdsidd par 
Bagbir-Kban et Sattar-Klian. 

M. Miller est d'avis <pre la situation actuelle it Tauris pourra prendre fin d’uuo 
farun paeifique si le Gouveniemeiit du Scbali se decide on fin ii employer la force et si 
les Consuls dtrangers dans cette ville font preuve dune certaine dnergie. Mallieuretihe- 
meni, une pareille solution, qui ponriuit etn* si facilenront amende, est remise de jour 
enjour. Ceci s'explique tfabord par le fait quo la situation, telle qu'clle so prdsentu en 
ce moment, olTiv de nombreux avantages materie.s taut au Prince Itin-oiai-lloh 
(ju'aux chefs du muuveiiibnt rdvolutionmtiro, ensuite par la torreur* inspiree a la 
ponulation paisiblo de Tauris par les forces du Scliali, qui ne manqueroiit pas do piller la 
ville de fond eh comble si elle leur est livrde, et enlin par ntlwence d’une action 
commune et systdinatisde des Consuls russe et anglais a 'fauris. 

M. Miller croit <pi’il est ndeessaire «pie les eliefs des troupes de Mobammed-Ali, 
gnmntissent la sdeuritd de la population paisiblo en cas de prise de la ville. Quant aux 
demarches eventuelles du Sclmb tendant il convoquer uno Assemblde Idgislative, ellcs 
ne sufliraicnt pas, ii fuvis de notre Consul, il satisfaire les rdvolutionnaires de Tauris, 
qui ne poursuivent «jue leur.s intdrels personnels et lie pensimt qu’a exploiter la 
population paisible, terrorisde, et passive. 


11649] 
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Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Gre<j.—(Receiccd April 13.) 

^ Si. Peterslmrijli, April S, 1909. 

' lr ’ [ II \VE the honour to transmit herewith -<$)’ of an aide-memoire which I have 
received from thr Imperial Ministry f-r Foreign Alfm-s m reply to the_ last 

..Hi ions or llis Mnjostv’s Government respecting tin- programme »l orsiim refbims 

Tim substance ol‘ this 'aide-memoire was convoyed to you m my telegram No. I!).! «< 

to - ,lll - v ' s [ have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOI.S )N. 


Inclosliri', in No. till. 


Aide-memoire cominuniaitcil in Sir A. Nicolson. 


|,E Gomel ncmeiit Imperial ncccptc lew clinngonionts >|Uu I Amhassadc britnnniquc, 
dans son aid-memoir, ; du 22 mars (-1 nvril) commit propose d mtroduno dans le 

..„„„„„ d.w .soils a ... il Sa Maj-stc 1- hclud, paries(.ouv-rn-m-nts .USSO 

ot lu-it,unique. J.a l-iiour definitive do co programme. mpdifm contormoment aux 
dcsirs exprimes par 1- Cabinet do l.ondros. scrait done la smvantc : 

I |.os (louv-rnom-nts do Rttssio ot do la Orai l dc-Br.;to^^#»nt do suit- du 

Sclial. la < 1.-mission du Sndr-Axnm ainsi ..Ho d- 1 hunr Bdiadom-I >jeng ; a 

admission do ,1-rnior so rapportera hi mutes les Inactions qu d exnice tant dans le 
Onbin-I d-s Mi,list,vs ipi’au I’alais. Toutefois, si 1- Sel.uhs oppose d une taeon par- 
tieuli-r-m-nt opfniatre it co (pie CC lonelionnairo smt -loigne du lulm-, les deux 

Gmm,rn-me, its n'insistoront pas sur - dernier point. , 

• |.a Itussie -t I'Angletorre ohtiendrom du Schfdl 1- i-etulilisscinent du regime 
constiiiitionnei -n |»enw at! nmyou d- rintnduction immediate dus rdfoilues enumbriies 

iliiiiH lo>> suivantu. ... • • i* /4 i • . 

:t. |’,. s deux Gouv-rnoments uxigeront du Sclial, la constitution dun Cabinet 

compos- d- pcrsoiuies digues do ..liniico -t rndjnnction saus retard an Council rie 

I'Kmpire do ,-rs,.„„alit,w .vlaiivcs apparUmant a divers partis lequel Conse.l sera.t 
cini 't' ilVLiln»ivr ft ili* proinulguer uno imuvfllf l"i flfctorak*. Lt*s kegntrijys tie 
itussie ,-l d'Amd-terre il Tclicran soumettroiit an Scliali, dune ta{on privoo, une 
list.- (les c nidi,lids les plus dppmpries a lair- panic du Cabinet ct du Con soil de 

riCuipi,.,.; il -si liii-n -at In .pie si 1,- clmix du Scliali tomhe sur des person lies 

n’inspimut pas la eoniinneo uecessairo aucunc avaiiee d argent no sera faito a 

' V ' T i.,-s deux (iouvcrnemeiits exigerr.nt du Schnli an- mnnistie general- pour tous 
ceux ,iui out pi is 1-s armes contre lui et se sent rendu# cupaUes de crimes politupies; 

il va de soi one cette mesur. se-teiulra pas a ceux des revolutmnUaires ipu out 

. .is .utr-des crimes de droit coinmun. Quant aux mdividus cuuvauieus de 

brigandage ct a .faulres inall'aileurs ,pii anraiciit eommis d-s -rimes do droit coinmun 
eu aiiusaut du umuvi*im*nl ooiistitntionnel, If < »«»uv**riidiii*iit tin Scliali sera tenu tie 
, 1 ,,1,-s < 4 iimiitit's tilt Cf tju’aueuMf pfiiif m* kur sfi.i nilligof autmnent t|Uf par 
iuiTfinfiit thin Tiihunul iiii|>urii;il. ainsi «|Uf ‘'flu ;i etc fait eu wn tomjxs par 
*< *rt itfisniiiifH tini avaifiit jn'is l»cst clans 1 ., l.fgatitHid Angletenv a Lohoran. 

L, Kus-ift t I'Anflftcm* fNi-.-front fit "iitif In lixuti.ni immediate *le la date 
tit s fl. ftit.ns jiarlfiiifiitaires, ainsi tjlte de ft Ilf tit* la r« mi vocation du Medjliss. t ea 
i!n'f -It- rt.nl etre portffs sms retard i\ In eomiai>saidu pays ftitier. 

i; \„- (;,.uvfineiiiem ntRSe pourra. sil If juge ueecssuiv. avuneer au Oouvejto- 
iii. -nt noi n atissitol tjiif l«‘s mesnifH propamtoirt s t nunU-refs uux $$ \ a a du 
promnnimf iui.»nt ete prises par le Stlinli, urn* soiimn d. 2.500.000 tr.. ilestmef a 
suhveiiir dux tlt'pfiises iinimkliatt'S neefssitefs par I intnNhirti<»i» df> rolonnes. i)a sou 
cAte, le (ioiivernement Kritannitpif, sil le juge mWsstiii'f, ptiurra lane au Gouvenie- 
mfitt tin S. ImIi une avance du tur^iuu nioutunt aussitAt tpif 1 Assomblee elective aura 
ail'.ptf If piojet tl'iin emprunt exteiieur plus oil iianns eonsiileialtle. kn presence d une 

par.-ill,- dec is.In Medjliss. U d-ux I’nissimc-s necord-ront u In I’-rse Icnr nppui eu 

' lie de In eiincliisiim de eet cmpruni L.'uppni pour ... d’uii emprunt extiSneur 
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n,. nourra #tre donne au Gouveruemeut persan qn’it In condition MW Commission 
snecinl- eomposee des Dircctenrs des linnques Russe et Anglmse h fdhernn ot de 
llelegues persatis soit institute, lmiuelle Oomimssiou— 

\ Controlernit lc d^boursement des ressources de TKtat et veillerait it ce ipte ces 
resources slSnt nllect&s exelusivement aux hesoius du pays; 

,/, ) Surveillciait l’ordtv d’dlnboralion des dev.s (les assignations nnnitel es pour 
s L |,ranches de l’Admmistration, ainsi que le mode d’applieation de ces devis, eu 
conlormitd avec le Budget (pii serait dressii par le Ministhre des I'mmices persan avee 

I'-iid- du lu Commission; et , . , , . . , , , , . 

(c ) Assisteraiii le Minister- des Finances du Sclmh dans la revision et la reguhuisu- 

tion des lois sur le maliat. 

Te Gouveruemeut Imperial estime (pit' la mise it execution du programme expo S 5 
ci-dcssus repriSsente pour lu Perse le mad moyoti de sortir de la situation piescpto 
iin-xtricahle oh ello se trouve nct-uellcmeut et que, si le Scliali u aceepte p.is ec pro- 
, ,e dans tous ses details, la Russie et l'Augteterre n’.iuront plus qu a d.scoutniue 

Furs ,'imscils et ... Mohammed Ali it ses propres ressources, apres quo, ,1 

unit plus il ei.mpter sur auenn soutien de leui part. I'm consequence, le Gmnerne- 
„;,„t mss- trouve desirable qu’en soumettaut le programme en quest mm m tschali les 
Ucpriisentants russe ot hrttannique lui fassent une d&larntmii cat-gon.pi- dans 

° 'vussitol que r.\mliassade britannique aura inform- le Ministore Imperial .les 
Affaires IxtnmgVes de ce epic le Cabinet (le Lomlres na pas d objections au t-xte du 
i„-„'„r,,mme contem, duns lc present nid-memuiro. ce pmgrainnie■ s-ra unm-diat-ment 
conumuiique par telegraplm a,. Cliargd d'Allaires do Russia a I ebdran aim q„ d lass,, 
uupres du Sclrah, conjointemont avee le Mimstre anglais, la cltfmarehe piescutt. 

Snint- Petn sbourtf , lc 20 nuns (8 uvril), 1001). 


[13872! No 10 °- 

Sil A. A icolsou In Sir Edward Grey .— (lleceiced April 13.) 

(No. ..11.) gy Pclersbiu'iili, April 10, lOOtl. 

WITH r-i'-r-ncc to 111 V telegram No. 192 of lb-8tb instant, I have tlm Itonour lu 
transmit b-r-witl, ,-opy of' n„ aidc-mnuoire which I have ^‘vod 1mm I «■ Russian 
Ministry for Foreign AlIiurB respecting the proposed dispnteli ol Imkisli troops to 

Tehran. . . .. 

1 have, «xc. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 100. 

Aide-memoire communicated to Sir A. Nirnhon. 

LK i iiiuverncineut Imperial partago entierement l’nvis du t ’abim't 'I'' !• 0 , l '') 1 r ‘! s ; au 
Mtjttl dc la domain le adresseo a la Porte par le I 'barge d’Allaires do. I nr,pile a elieian, 
qui r.-clamo l'envoi d'uno -scorte do 100 llommos pour pmieger I Amlsissad.- ottoinaiio 
dans -eu- villu, oil -as il’iin conllit outre les troupes du Scliali -I les p-rsonnes qm out 
pris best dans la dilo Ambassada. Lu G.mverneinent russe pease, toot -online 1- 
lionwriifinfiit hritaimitjue, quo l'envoi do troupes turquoa a Ifheran «wt inutiif. 

I'm ..ice, des instriietious viimiteul doiro expediecs a M. /auovunv, 

finvitaiit a soutonir eiiergiqitOmenl toutes les demarches quo .> 11 - 1 J.""in-i seta 
charge de faire aupres du la Sublime Porte eu vue (1’empecber 1 envoi a I -boron , une 
eacorte turque. 

Saint-Pfftersbourg, lc 27 
(9 nvril), 1909. 


mars 










[13734] 


No. 101. 

Sir !•’. Ilerlie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 


1S0 ^ Paris, April 11, 1000. 

WITH rofpreitai lo your despatch No. 70 of the I till February last, I have tlio 
honour lo transmit to yon herewith copy of a further communication which the Zil-es- 
Sult-iu has addressed to me respecting the ilemaml uf the Nationalist party at Ispahan 
that His Imperial Highness shonh! atlvancn part of the sum which they claim as being 


llis Imperial Highness is anxious that His Majesty’s Consul at Ispahan should bo 
instructed to urge that no advances on the taxes he demanded until it he made clear to 
whom such advances are lo he paid. I shall he glad to learn what answer you desire 
that I should return to the Zil on the subject. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 101. 

Zil-ee-Sultan to Sir E. Bertie. 

80 Ida, Promenade ties Anglais , Nice , 

Excellence. /* G noril, 1900. 

.IT.SI’KUE (pin vous it’hvoz pas oiildie not re conversation du Grand Hotel, on 
veils m’uvt:/. protnis quo lo <iouverneinent anglais ferait protdger mes biens et ma 
famille. .Ill suis oblige tie vous demander encore oonsoil ot appui an sujet de la 
perception des impels. Duja unc fois, les Nationalistes d’lspahan out exige et pris par 
la force one part in des impots; ils vculrnt do nouveau prendre des avances, et jo ne 
sais quo fain*, de tie refuse pas do payer l’impot, mais jo vcilx savoir a qui jc dois 
payer et ne pas clro expose a I’ohligatiou de verser de deux cotes a la fois. C’est 
pourqnoi jo voudrais quo le Minislro des AfTaires Etrnngcres dounat, des instructions 
an Consul hritanniquo a lspiSfian tifiu quo mes interots no soieul pas loses. 11 pourrait 
ohtenir quo I'on no mo demandat pas d'avanoes sur mes impots jusqu’a co qu'il soit 
bicn dlabii a qui on doit les payer 

,le serais I res houreux d'avoir unc roponso eatdgoriquo a cc sujet et voudrais quo 
le (louvirnciiionl anglais mo trafat unc ligne do conduite, imisquo jo men suis remis a 
Ini pour sauvegnrder mes interots. 

Veil ilie/., Ac. 

(Signd) ZF.LLE SULTAN. 


[135791 No. 102. 

Admiralty to Foreign Otlice.—(Received April 13.) 

(Confidential.) 

sgj,. Admiralty , April 11, 1909, 

I AM commanded by mv lain Is Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the inlonnulion of the Secretary of Stale lor Foreign A Hairs, copy of a telegram dated the 
lllh instant from the Commander-in-chief, East Indies, respecting the disturbances at 
.tushire. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) 0. 1. THOMAS. 


Inelusure in No. 102. 

Renr-Admiral Sir G. IVarrender to Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. Bombay, April tl, 1909. 

THE following action, which litis boon approved by me, hits been taken at the 
request ot llis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. Fifty men have been landed from “ Fox " 
and are occupying the Consulate and neighbouring buildings, and other fifty have been 
landed to occupy the t 'iistoms, which command the bank. This allows foreign Consulates, 
Ac., to lie guarded by the residents, 
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[13938] No. 103. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 19C.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersliurgh, April 13, 1909. 

.IOINT representations to the Shah : Your telegram No. 486 of the 12th instant. 

I have seen M. Isvolsky, and have spoken to his Excellency in the sense of your 
telegram No. 480. I have also suggested in a Memorandum the elimination from the 
communication to be made to the Shah of the passage in Article (i beginning “ The 
support for the conclusion of a foreign loan, Ac.," and also the points marked («), (It), 
and (e) In my Memorandum 1 further explained that, while the other points in the 
programme were urgent, the question of control, Ac., was not, and that it was one 
which required careful consideration. 1 have impressed on 11. Isvolsky that the 
communication should be made to the Shah with hs little delay as possible, and 1 think 
his Excellency will agree to the elimination of the passages indicated. I told him that 
his Majesty’s Government would accept the rest of the Memorandum, and would 
telegraph instructions to Sir tl. Barclay without delay as soon as they were informed 
that the proposed modifications were accepted by the Russian Government. 


13841 No. lot. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

No. 205.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 13, 1909. 

CFSTt IMS receipts at Bushire. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 328, of the 12th instant from llis 
Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire :— 

“ With reference to my telegram No. 296 of the 4th April. 

"tin the 8th April Seyyid Murteza forced the merchants, in whoso names the 
receipts had been deposited, as already mentioned, lo withdraw and pay over to him 
tile balance. Thus the entire income since the 23rd March, amounting to some 
2II,iiiiii tomans, has been seized by the Seyyid and his followers. 

“ Fifty of the men landed yesterday were located at the customs wharf, which 
affords ample accommodation 5))' them. It is also the most convenient place, owing to 
Ulc Stale "I the weather and to the fact that from there it will be easy to prevent the 
ingress of further bodies of riflemen expected from across the harbour. 

"It, pending the final regulation of this question, the Seyyid attempts to seize 
more of the receipts, 1 presume that 1 may use the men who arc already installed here 
to prevent this.” 

In reply, 1 have sent the following telegram, No. 92:— 

l’liere is no objection lu the proposal contained in the last paragraph of your 
telegram. 

" please tell Seyyid Murteza and other Nationalists that unless some arrangement 
satisfactorily securing our rights is made wo shall be compelled to contemplate the 
possibility of seizing the customs, though we are most anxious i„ .uoul doing so. 
I am trying to have a very strong hint sent lo Seyyid Murteza uom the proper 
quarter. 

“The customs receipts had best be retained by the Belgian officials in the custoni- 
iiousu until we can come to some satisfactory arrangement . i.., ifie leaders of a 
responsible Nationalist party." 


[13844j No. 105. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 250.) 

(1 1 legraphic.) 1’. Tehran, April 13, 1909. 

SI IE1K11 of Mohammerab. 

I have told the Sheikh that the customs receipts of the Gulf ports are pledged to 
Great Britain. I bis will strengthen his hand in the event of the Nationalists pressing 
fittn for them. 

[1049] 1> 
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Acting on mv statement, ho has refused to remit the receipts to Sanfm. "ho has 
pressed for them, to pay for his march on Tehran. 
p The roforence is to my telegram No. 223 of the 3rd instant. 


Sir G. Bur day In Sir Edward firry.— (Receive// April 13.) 

(No. 2n7.) Tehran, April 13, 1900. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

SIH'.IKII of Mohaminernh anil I'arm liegi. 

Mv i<"le"ram No. 253 of the !2tli instant. .... . , • 

Til,. Sheikh has been invited by the authorities at lehrnn to provide the Daria 
n„„; .. i,I, :;i)H riflemen, and hv the Nationalists lo stop him. 

" To his reams, for mv advice, I have merely replied according to the tnstrnctions 
contained in the last sentence of the second paragraph of your telegram No. 10.) of 
tin* 2f)ih ultimo, renewing tIm advice already given. 


Sir G. Barmy lo sir Edward. firry .—(Uereiyed April 13.) 

Vo".' • , ,, Tehran, April 13, 1909. 

Pelpginphie.) 1. 

Tv‘ l |wtisl.'WSn Consuls have been instructed, in the sense of your 
tele", ",, No -111 of the I III, instant, to consult together and reporgjmy Uussian 
colleague imving now received instructions to that effect. 


Sir G, Barclay In Sir Edward Grey.—(lleceind April 13.) 

®>o. Tehran, April 13, 1909. 

(Telegraphic.) I'. r 

liKKOU.M of Persian linuneos. 

A omnnarv of the financial Adviser's conclusions must have already reached you 
and I shall not discuss with him the matters referred to in you, telegram No. lbh 
of the 12th instil,I, to Sir A. Nieolson, without yoim instructions, lie looks to a 
fnronean Treasurer-General anil a " Dour ties Compton. 

I 1 entirelv concur in vour criticism eontainetl in the above-mentioned te egram, and 
agree that the ,,ueMion of the financial Commission should he postponed, so that it 
any not delay our representations. There would he small hope of the .Shah yielding 
were Tahreez to fall before these can be made. 

Penditi" the organization under the National Assembly of a proper system of 
financial control, with the assistance, 1 hope, of a Kuropoan 1 reasurer-Oenera 1, the 
Coninib'ioii of i 'onlrol might serve as a temporary expedient to regulate the expenditure 
of the Russian advance. , . . ,, ... , ... 

I would venture to point out in this connection that Mr. Wood, unlike 
M. Oslr.gradsky, has no olllcial position. 


Sir Edward Grey In sir .1 Sicplyon. 

telegraphic.) I 1 . April 13, 1909. 

I'l f \<f ascertain the views of the Uussian t .overntnenl on the Lousids pro¬ 
posals imliealed in telegram No. 219 from Tehran of the I lilt instant which has been 

1 i’s', 1 -,* i,.V objection to the pro|H>sals and shall therefore approve thorn and send 
instructions accordingly, provided the Uussian Government do not object. 
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Sir Edward Grey lo Sir G. Barclay. 

(Telegraphic.) P. foreign °# ce ' A l"' !l 13 - 1909 

Ol'ARI > for oil works. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 217 of the 1st instant 

The < lovernment of India has sent Major Cox authorization to sanction the with¬ 
drawal of the oil guard, on the conditions which you have suggested. 

If after consultation with the local authorities, you think it desirable to convey a 
hint to’ the Chieftains and the Persian authorities that the removal of the guard is duo 
tn the present good relations between themselves and British subjects, hut that any 
change in these relations would mean the return of the guard, you are authorized to 
do sa This course has been suggested hy D’Arcy. 

Ilow will the fact of Mr. Reynolds being absent, on leave increase the difliculties 
of the situation? 


Sir fi. Barclay to Sir Eduind Grey.—(Received April I t.) 

ffiSJL) P. . 7Wtr«o dynV U. I9M 

I I.KARN that our request for permission to bring in food for foreign subject# in 
Tahreez is about to lx, categorically refused. . 

Mv Turkish colleague writes to me privately urging me to press tins matter tint 
professing great anxiety ns to the plight of the Turkish Colony, lie says the Shalt will 
yield to our insistence, and immediate complications will be avoided, and lie urges tlm 
absolute necessity of a prompt solution. . ... 

The Uussian CiiargtS d’Ailaires is telegraphing to his Government, in tin- above 


Rl " 't .. Turkish colleague 1 have replied that the Persian Government have not a, 

yet returned any answer to my request. 


Sir G. Hnrclny lo Sir Edward Grey .—I Rereired April I t.) 

(Telegrapliip.) P. . Tr/inia, April I I, 10"!). 

FOOL) tor foreign subjects in Tabreez. 

In continuation of my telegram No. :’60 of to-day. 

I ’ulfss tin* Shah consents to the introduction of food into lahreoz, I am led to inter 
from the manner ami language of my Turkish colleague that he may recommend the 
Porte to take active measures. ... . . , , 

Kv, a if we insist in regard to the supply of foot) for foreign subjects, l doubt tlm 
Sladi’s consenting, lie would dtwibtloss reply that his troops "ill not prevent them 
from leaving the town. 


Sir fi. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Heceiiied April hi.) 

(No. 202.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Tehran, Apnl 14, 1‘JO‘J. 

KKItMAN situation. ... 

I am drawing the attention of the Persian Government to tin* situation at 
Kerman, where all the roads, with the exception of that to Meshed, are closed. 
Nothing, however, can lie done except to hasten the departure of the newlv appointed 
Governor. 

His Majesty’s Consul n ports that all authority in the town is ut an end, tL.it bread 
is scarce, and that hungry crowds have looted the linkers shops. 
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[14045J 'No. 114. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(deceived April 14.) 

(No. 203.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Apnl 14, 1909. 

SITUATION at Hugh ire. 

I have received the following telegram No. .143 of the 14th April from 11 is Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Bushire : — 

“Seyyid Minicab still persists in keeping 200 to 000 riflemen with him ; the town 
is panic-stricken, and mutters are at a deadlock. A raid hv these men is anticipated ; 
the bazaars consequently and even shops are still closed. Unless some relief come 
soon tin: inhabitants threaten to take “bast " en nias.se at IIis Majesty's Consul,de- 
General. 

“ The. whole community now realize that the Soyyid's mask of Nationalism is merely 
designed to cover his rapacious intentions. Three prominent Chiefs of Dashti and 
Tangistan have written to me signifying their intention to adhere to my wishes. 

“The chief Nationalists and Royalists among the Persian population laid before me 
their views on the situation. 

“They consider, without exception, that Seyyid must leave Bush ire, and suggest his 
removal to Nejef, where the Ulema already have knowledge of his character. They are 
all equally convinced of the impossibility of restoring order if he is allowed to remain. 
Can you, in these circumstances, authorize me to turn him out, the Nationalists not 
being sufficiently strong to do so without our help? It is urgently required that action 
should be immediate. 

“ As there is some ground for thinking that Seyyid Murteza has been encouraged 
by the German Consul, I should prefer in the present instance not to consult with 
him; hut I have no doubt that the french and Turkish Consuls will agree with me, 
and I am convinced of the entire concurrence of my Russian colleague." 

In reply I have sent the following telegram No. 94 to Major Cox :— 

“ You have aheadv lietm authorized to employ bluejackets for the expulsion of the 
Tnngistanis if their presence were to constitute a real danger for tin* lives of foreigners. 
1 cannot sanction their use as you suggest without the authorization of’ His Majesty’s 
Government." 

If y n should intend to give this authorization to His Majesty's Consul, it would be 
well that lie should secure from lx>th Royalists and Nationalists a written request to 
deport Seyyid Murteza. 


114134J No. 115. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Xicolson. 

(No. non;) 

(Teleglii)iliii'.) / oreiijn Ollice, April 14, 1909. 

FROM :i communication miiile to mu liv ll.< .11 KiiiImssv here, it appears 

lint tin- Grrmaii Minister at Tehran has Ihicii ili ,.ug with his colleagues the 

desirability of gtiutxls being sent for the protection of the Legations of Germany, 
Austria, Turkey, and Italy. 

In reply, tit'' German Foreign Otlice have " ’’ , 1 heir Representative at Tehran 

that" ..approach the Persian Government with a view to obtaining guards for the 
Legations before that Government had officially declared themselves unable to fulfil 
their intern itional dm .ins would !»• contrary to the principles of international law.’’ 

1 should like to know how the Russian Minister lor Foreign Allairs intends to 
reply if a similar eeiinnunieation has been made to him, 
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[13560J No - U6 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 146.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 14, 1909. 

THE action reported by you in your telegram No. 254 of the 12th April has my 
approval. The Persian Government have undertaken by Treaty “ to respect and 
efficiently to protect" the subjects and citizens of foreign Powers. 

You should, therefore, when the necessity arises, insist on their either allowing 
the foreigners in Tabreez to leave the town or allowing sufficient supplies of food to 
enter it. 


[13559] 


No. 117. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 147.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 14, 1909. 

THE instructions sent to Bushire (see your telegram No. 253 of the 12th April) 
have the approval of His Majesty’s Government, it is important that no action 
should be taken to facilitate, by means of the force of bluejackets which has Ixurn 
Lauded, the re-establishment ol the authority of the Shall. Without of course 
interfering in any way with any arrangement for the payment to the Imperial Bank 
of 30,000 tomans, would it not be possible for us, now that the Customs wharf is 
apparently in the hands of tho bluejackets, to withhold the Customs receipts from 
Darya Begi until we receive assurances that a sum will be set aside out of those 
receipts for the refunding of the money which has been seized from British subjects 
by Am-ed-Dowleh ? The remainder would be at the disposal of the Shah. 


[13841] No. 117*. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 148.) 

(Telegraphic.) It. Foreign Office, April U, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 255 of the l.‘*th instant: Bushire affairs; 

Instructions approved. 


L13939J No. 118 . 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay . 

(No. 149.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, April 14, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 258 [of the 13th instant: TabreezJ. 

I concur. 


[14045] No. 119. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 150.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiqn Office, Apnl 14, 1904. 

THE expulsion of Seyyid from Bushire, suggested by I Tin Majesty’s Consul- 
General in his telegram repeated to me in your telegram No. 2G3 of the 14th April, 
ami which it appears that the Nationalists have joined with the Royalists in 
requesting, would go beyond the object for which troops have been landed, i.e., the 
protection of the lives and property of British subjects and residents of other 
nationalities. Moreover, if we were to expel Seyyid, the decision as to who should 
be intrusted with the government of Bushire would rest with us. His expulsion 
[1049] U 
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i 138441 No. 120*. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 152.) 

(Ti'leeranliic.) P. Foreign Office, April 14, 1909. 

pSroilAMMERAlT.] 

Action reported in your telegram No. 250 of yesterday's date is approved. 


[1040] 


Q* 
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[13849] No. 120°. 

Sir Edward Grm to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 153.) 

(Tt'lSljittfhic.) I’. Foreign Office. April II, IDO!). 

HUSlllltE. 

I approve llie action reported in your telegram No. 257 of yesterday's date. 
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advantage through subsequent extension to Mesopotamia, and would create a British 
interest on the Persian Gulf, and would compete successfully with any which Germany 
mav acquire later through the Bagdad Railway. 

I am further to point out that the present moment is a most favourable one for the 
realization of such a scheme, since, in the existing condition of affairs in Persia, there 
no reason to fear any effective resistance on the part of the Persian Government to 
the granting of such a Concession by the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

1 am accordingly to submit, for the consideration of Lord Morley, that a determined 
GTorl should be made without delay to secure this Concession for a sum, say, of 5,000i. 
oi- (1,000/., to be repaid by the concessionnaire as soon as the work begins to be 
promable, and I am to add that Sir E. Grey attaches great importance to the successful 
execution of this project both from the political and commercial points of view. 

1 am to invite a reply to this letter at the earliest possible convenience of 
’ Viscount Morley. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[13250] No - 123 - 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

gj rj Foreign Office, April 14, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 25th ultimo and previous correspondence 
relative to the assurances of British protection solicited by the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 

I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies of two 
further telegrams from llis Majesty’s .Minister at Tehran on the same subject.* 

The former of these messages repeats a telegram from llis Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Bushirc, in which lie expresses the opinion that the Sheikh will require 
from him some definite reply, first, as to whether the guarantees already given include 
protection against the violation of his rights by a possible constitutional Government 
in Persia, and, secondly, as to the extension of those guarantees to his immediate 
offspring. 

The later telegram conveys Sir G. Barclay’s observations on the tirst of these two 
points. 

With regard to this lirst question, Sir E. Grey would suggest that the Sheikh 
should he informed that llis Majesty's Government tire prepared to give him the same 
support against any encroachment on his rights as already promised in 1902, whatever 
changes there may be in the government in Persia. 

With regard to the question of the extension to the Sheikh’s immediate offspring 
of the guarantees already given, the Sheikh might be reminded that these assurances 
have already been extended to his successors, and that, as these will presumably be his 
offspring, our assurances do, in fact, already apply to the latter. If this declaration 
fails to satisfy the Sheikh, Sir E. Grey sees no objection to a formal extension to “ his 
heirs and successors” of the guarantees already given, since, should the Sheikh’s 
immediate offspring fail to govern successfully anil lie expelled, His Majesty’s < lovorn- 
mont would lie no more bound to uphold them than they now are to uphold his 
successors. Sir E. Grey is, moreover, of opinion that tin assurance of this nature 
would lie likely so far to strengthen the Sheikh’s position that his successors would be 
likely, if it were given, to be his lineal heirs. 

I am to state that, if Viscount Morley concurs in the views above expressed, Sir 
I (Irey will address a telegram in that sense to Sir G. Barclay for the guidance of 
Major ('ox. 

I am to invite a reply to this letter at the earliest possible convenience of Viscount 
Morley. 

I am, lie. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 






(>0 


Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received April 15.' 

(Confidential.) Admiralty, April 14, 1900. 

1 AM commanded by my l»rds Commissioners of tin.' Admiralty to suggest, for 
the favourable consideration of the Secretary of Slate, that a small contingent of 
Indian or other troops might be sent in one of the troopships of the Royal Indian 
Marine from Bombay or Knrrachee to relieve the bluejackets landed at busline, us well 
as any at liussorah, should il be necessary to land them at this place also, as indicated 
in recent telegrams sent to the Admiralty by the Foreign Office, 

2 Mv Lords hope that Sir 10. Grey may favourably entertain tins proposal, as the 
state of unrest in the Persian Gulf appears likely to continue for some time, and 
the efficiency ol llis Majesty's ships suffers by the absence of the crews. Moreover, the 
men themselves are unprovided with the equipment necessary for military work on 
shore, and are eonsei|i.ently at a great disadvantage as regards their personal wants 
and capability for such work in the trying climate of the 1 erstan Gull. 

.'! 1 am to add that their Lordships have already detached two vessels from the 
Mediterranean Station, to provide for the extra work thrown on the East Indies 
squadron, and a third vessel, the lirst-elass cruiser “ Hawke." has just been ordered to 
convey Sir K. Wingate to Somaliland. In addition to these the Commander-in-chief 
of the East Indies squadron has asked for yet another vessel to be placed under lus 

orders. . 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. GllA UAM G RKK.NE. 


Mr. i\ C. Strick to Foreign Office.—(Received April 15.) 

Baltic House, Leadenhult Street , London , 
April 14, 1909. 

’ 1 LEA UN from the “Geological Survey of India,” vol. xxxiv, Part IV, that 
Hisits of led oxide of iron exist on the Persian Gulf Island of Halul, and 1 am 
lonlimdy taking steps to obtain samples from these deposits. 

Meanwhile. I should be much obliged if you would kindly let me know whether 
• above island is under Persian rule, or whether it lielongs to one ot the Arabian 
riklis. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 

1 have, «c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. STRICK. 


[14200] No. 120. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward drey.—(Received April 15.) 

(No 200! 

(Telegraphic.) P. St • Fflersburyh, April 15, 1909. 

Ft iliKIGN legation guards for Tehran : Your telegram No. 505 of the 14th April. 
German Charge d'Affaires here made to Assistant Minister for Foreign AITinrs 
a communication similar to that made to you. M. TchurykofI took the view that the 
communication indicated that Germanv for the present would take no stepB to provide 
guards for her Legation at Tehran, and accepted the communication with satisfaction. 
M. lsvolsky regards the communication as having been made u litre Je rensayne- 
mail, and considers that it does not eall for any answer. 
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Sir (1. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 15.) 

lNo. 264.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 15, 1909. 

CONDITION of Shiraz-Ispaliau road. 

llis Majesty’s Consul-General at Ispahan has warned British subjects against, 
travelling on the’ Shiraz-Ispahan road, and 1 am instructing His Majesty’s Consul at 
Shiraz to issue a warning couched in similar terms. 

Tin' Kuligelnoi tribes are out plundering and murdering ill the Yeydikhast district, 
and the state of the whole road is deplorable. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(lleceioed April 15.) 

(No. 2115.) 

(Telegraphic.! P. Tehran, April 15, 190S. 

TABREEZ negotiations. 

In my telegram No. 249 I mentioned certain negotiations as in contemplation 
between the Nationalists at Tabreez and the Royalists. 

These negotiations are being conducted from Basin inch—Ani-ed-Dowleh's camp— 
with Tehran. 

To the Nationalists' demands for a Constitution the negotiators in Tehran replied 
that Tabreez must surrender unconditionally, and that the Shall would do his duty to 
bis country. I learn this from a secret source. It is evident that the negotiations are, 
so liir. very unpromising, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 15.) 

(No. 21111.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 15, 1900. 

RUSSIAN troops for Astrabad. 

’I'lie Russian Consul at Astrabad reports that be bus applied for troops, as the town 
is siinnumic.l bv Turc >mnns and lighting is in progress, and be needs them to protect 
the Consulate and stop the fighting. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Gorst. 


(No. 17. Very Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. Foreign Office , April 15, 1909. 

KA11 UN irrigation. 

Wo are anxious to have the views of Sir W. Willcocks oil this question, which is 
at present under consideration. Is he in Cairo, or if not, for how long will ho be 
away? lie might communicate through you, unless he is likely to be in ixindou. 


[14098] No. 131. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 150.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 15, 1909. 

SITUATION at Bushire. 

Is it probable that the necessity for the special protection of Europeans at 
Bushire will be of long duration? If su, the Admiralty object to the prolonged 
employment of bluejackets on shore, and suggest that they should he relieved by the 
dispatch from India of a small contingent of t roops, either Indian or others 
Please furnish me with your opiuion ou the subject. 


[1649] 


R 
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[13969] No - 132 - 

Sir Edward Grey to .Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 122.) 

gj r Foreign Office , April 15, 1909. 

’ THE Councillor of the Russian Embassy called at this Ollice on the 10th instant 
and informed Mr. Mallet that they had received a telegram from the Russian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs stating that he had informed your Excellency that the Russian 
Government were considering the desirability of sending troops to keep open the road 
between Ehzoli and Tehran, but that no stop would lie taken to carry out tins plan 
without a previous notification to His Majesty's Government 

M. I’oklcwski thought that if this step were simultaneous with the joint representa¬ 
tions to the Shah to grant a Constitution, it could not bo said that the measure bad 
been taken in support of His Majesty. 

I am, «c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[14239] No- 1:!3 ' 

India Office In Foreign Office.—(Received April 1G.) 

gj rj India Office , April 15, 1!)01). 

WITH reference to the letter of this Office of the 2.0th ultimo, as to the question 
of the grant of a loan bv llis Majesty's Government to the Sheikh of Moliammerah, I 
am directed by Viscount Morlev to inclose, for the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, 
copy ,,| further telegraphic eorresiKtiideuec with the Government of India in the 

'"'"'Ytord Morley is still of the opinion expressed in the letter referred to that no charge 
should Oil this account lie laid upon the revenues of India. Ile does not, therefore, 
think it nocessiiry to express Jin opinion on the proposals in tlic first paragraph of 
Sir G. lint-clay's telegram No. 23G of the till instant, but be sees no objection in 
principle to tlic suggestion made in the second paragraph. 

1 I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLKY. 


Incloaure l in No. 133. 

I'iscouni Morin/ In Government of India. 

(Tcle< r rapbie.) 1’. fm/m O/ffce, March 20, 1009. 

MtillA.MMERAII. 

Your telegram of the lOtb March as to loan to Sheikh was communicated to 
Foreign l mice for consideration before decision conveyed in telegram of the 25th instant 
|o Sir G. I tan-lay, repeated to you, was arrived til by llis Majesty’s Government. 


Incinsure 2 in No. 133. 

Government of India to I'iscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) I’. A P ril 9 . J90 °- 

I.OAN to Sheikh of Mahanimcrah. 

See i .iir telegram of 29lh ultimo, and telegrams Nos. 200 and 300 of the 
5tll instant from Resident, Persian Gull, to Sir G. Han-lay. ... 

We are so (irmly eonvitteed of vital importance to Indian interests of maintaining 
our inllneiice with Sheikh of Mohummcmll that, while we fully recognize difficult 
position ill which llis Majesty's Government are placed, we venturo once more strongly 
to support Resident in action in regard to loan which In- proposes to take (see his 
telegram No, 300, concluding portion). 

Matalis mutandis, I desire to associate myself with views expressed in my 
predecessor's telegram of the 20th November, 1002, its we eaunot overrate importance 
which altitude of Sheikh may assume itt certain eventualities. 
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[14272] No - 134 » 

Mr. Preece to Foreign Office.—(Received April 10.) 

Dear Mr. Mallet, l, St. James' Place, London, April 15, 1900. 

WITH reference to your uote of the 3rd instant regarding tlic pay of the Imperial 
Commissioner, I now send you on the reverse a copy of a letter from him to Mr. D'Arcy. 
Will you kindly get from Sir George Rat-clay a confirmation of this, and positive 
instructions as to whom tlie salary of 1,000/. from tho 1st instant is to lie paid, and 

° U ' ge ’ Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) J. R. PREECE. 


Inclosure in No. 131. 

Sudigh-es-Sultu neh to Mr. D'Arcy. 

Dear Sir, Kensington , April 12, 1909. 

AS 1 mentioned at our last meeting, 1 wired to his Highness the Persian Prime 
Minister, through the intermediary of his Excellency the Minister of Public Works and 
Mines, applying for an explanation with reference to the notice which you have 
received from the British Foreign OlTice. In reply I had a telegram from his Highness 
the Persian Prime Minister to the eJTect that there was a misunderstanding; no change 
lias been made in the post of Oommissionership. You sire the Imperial (commissioner, 
and the fee of the Imperial Commissioner must he paid to yourself. Accordingly I 
have to request you to be kind enough to act on the authority of the above telegram. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) SAI )IG lI-ES-SULT A N El I. 


[14309] 


No. 135. 


Sir A. SicoIson to Sir Edward Grey. - (Deceived April 10.) 


st. Petersburgh , April 10, 191)9 


(No. 202.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

JOINT action in Persia. 

Suppression of the passages mentioned in my telegram No. 190 of tie- 13th instant 
is agreed to by the Russian Government. 

It is, however, in tlioir opinion, indispensable that tho Shall should lie informed 
that the approbation of an elective Assembly is not the only condition attaching to the 
conclusion of a loan, but that certain guarantees will also be required. They propose, 
therefore, that after the words “ en presence d’une pareille decision du Mcdjlis ' an 
addition to the following effect should be made :— 


“ Russia and Great Britain will grant to Persia their support in regard to 
conclusion of the loan under certain guarantees, which Will form the object of a 
subsequent exchange of views between the two Powers and the Persian Government.” 


In order that the necessary instructions may be sent by telegraph to the Russian 
Representative at Tehran, M. Isvolskv begs that he may he favoured with a reply as 
soon as possible. 


U4312] No. 130. 

Sir .*t. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April Lb.) 

(No. 203.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, April Hi, 1909. 

JGI R telegram No. 195 of the 13th instant. 

Proposed mediation at Tabreez. Proposals mentioned bv llis Majesty’* Consul- 
General at Tabreoz are accepted by Russian Government, who have instructed their 
onsulur Representative at Tabreez to act in concert with Mr. W'ratislaw. 
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Tlm vipw of Russian Government is dial the British and Russian Consular 
r> mi itit Tabrcez should unquestionably be left to deal exclusively with any 
Representatives * * , ^ l( * HcprosonUitives shouhl, if necessary, make He 

Wi " tit ^mionoftln- Russia* 1lover.|t .lie a.lvive to 

(lovermnenui to StS^See 'llie'li^hm Governme.it safest 

‘ h ‘ X C '^“^lo lho Nationalist leaders that the old regime 

would"lie' definitely terminated by the introduction of the reforms which the two 
Governments arc urging the Shah to adopt. 


[143031 No ' 137 

Sir ai Bit relit ;i to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 10.) 

(No. -*»7.• Telirini, April W,m\\ 

Meirittiihie.) 1’. , 

| Incas'leeeiu-d’.m repl^as to the introduction of food into the town. 

Ills Maiestv's Consiil Geneml reports that Russian subjects are unwilling to leave 
T i ' i . I.’iuks that British subjects would also refuse, and that their departure 
I t",' v e ise not Ismilloweil by the Nationalists, lie thinks that it would not he 
' w, . u 1 ' -.i stnli in this sense as he mi'dit provide laeililie.s tor their (putting tlio 

tnvvn mnUlicn'tehne anv lurlh, r'responsihiiity. lie also repnrts that British subjects 

r"; iSndr-nction reported in my telegram 

No. g;, iVil' the till, instant, 1 do not for the moment contemplate any further move as 

'* K "'I'lie reperenee is to your telegram No. 11G of the 14th instant. 


[143081 No - 138 - 

*c; r (;. Ilnrelinj in Sir Edward lire,,.—{Received April Hi.) 

<£«{• - lis ) Tehran, April 10, 1900. 

' it is proposed to eliminate from 

t „e ,Sf» *' A ' U e- N, - 486? 


[14264,1 No. 109. 

Sir G. I!arelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receive,I April 10.) 

(No. - Tehran, April 10, 1909. 

l ' l ‘'TlT l!'l V('K|.”PSat Bushire: Your telegram No. 15(1 of the 15th instant. 

M ’l I-I'm, leis-dreiidv suggested to the Government of India that the extra two])8 

1,mV fe^ct^'ifd^meti by India., troops might eause a false impression. 


G5 


[14321] No. U0. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 16.) 

(No. *270.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 16, 191)9. 

PUBLICATION of representations to the Shah. 

May we communicate the substance of our representations to the uewspnper 
correspondents here ? I think it would be calculated to make a useful impression on 
the Shah were we, after we had made them, to have them published. 


[14316] 


No. 141. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 16.) 

(No. 271.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 16, 1909. 

TABKEEZ. Two Consuls’ deliberations on the situation. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 77, from Ilis Majesty’s Consul- 
General :— 


“ With reference to your telegram No. ‘Mr of the 13th April, we are still waiting 
for the result of the negotiations at Basminch. Those of the Nationalist party who are 
in control of the town will not move from their original demands, wldch are understood 
to he— 


(«.) Restoration of the Constitution. 

“ (/».) Universal and complete amnesty. 

“ (c\) Removal of all—most particularly irregular Government troops. 

“ hi.) Retention of all arms which are not Government property. 

“ ( r.) Appointment of a Governor-General acceptable to Tubreez. (The three 
following names are mentioned in this connection : Saaed-ed-Dowlch, Mukhlier-es- 
Sultaheh, and Iummkuli Mirza.) 

“(/'.) These terms must be guaranteed by foreign Powers. 


. “The general population, on the other hand, desire nothing but to see an end to 
the present distressing situation. To accomplish this the two Governments might, if 
they thought tit, press upon the Shah to accept these conditions, or such modified forms 
of them as the Nationalists might lie forced by straitened circumstances to accept 
“ The town is at present quiet, but lack of food is severely felt. 


“ Part 2.—A foreign guarantee of constitutional government in a modified form 
should bring about an earlier solution of the question. My Russian colleague and l, 
however, think that, shouhl a capitulation l»e forced on the town, the following arrange¬ 
ments are urgent:— 

" (a.) The tribesmen under Rahim and Sarnad Khan shouhl he removed to a 
distance of at least 20 miles, and under no circumstances allowed to enter the town. 

“ (/i.) Anv persons who may he excluded from the amnesty should, under the usual 
implied conditions, 1 h* allowed to take ‘ Iwist ’ at the Consulates. 

"ir.) The parties may arrange the surrender of arms and munitions Ixitween 
themselves. 

“(d.) The hulk of Ain-ed-1 )owleh’s force should lie instructed to maintain its 
present positions, while only the Persian Cossacks should be allowed to enter the town, 
with Ain-ed-I )owleh, to maintain cutler. 

“ (e.) Aimed-Dowleh should In- instructed to see to the maintenance of order in 
the town, and to conform to our joint representations in everything connected with or 
arising from the capitulation. 

“ We do n<»t think it advisable to otter any uncalled-for help in the above sensi-, 
but, should the peace negotiations fail (as is not unlikely) and no help come from 
outdde, the Nationalists will I*.- forced to consider the prospect of a surrender on lew 
favourable terms. Then they would presumably apply to us, and the moment, we 
think, would be a good one to put forward our proposals. 

“Great caution will Ik.- necessary in the granting of guarantees, b.th sides being 
thoroughly unreliable. 

[1619] 













“ Part 3.—The actual conditions of the moment have inspired these conclusions, 
but some unexpected success of the Nationalist aims in another part of Persia, internal 
strife, or treason may completely change the face of things and consequently the 
tenour of our decision.” 

(R.) Ah regards first part, two most essential points are sufficiently covered by our 
own [?] general representations. If latter succeed, points (c), (d) } and ( c) should be 
obtained. As regards {/), more cannot, be given, and may not be necessary, than the 
knowledge that the Shah’s concessions are due to our representations. 

Ah regards second part, which should only become necessary if our representations 
fail,,Consul should, if the case arises, endeavour to obtain terms indicated, and we 
shouM support them here. 

It will be obviously desirable that thy two Consuls should act independently of 
their colleagues, and they should discourage Nat ionalists from applying for help to other 
Consulates. 

In view of imminence of our representations, and the fact that His Majesty's 
Consul-General thinks that Tabreez can last barring accidents at least three weeks, 
we have not made representations to the Shah indicated in my telegram No. 198. 

(Sent to St. Petersburg}!.) 


[14322] No. 142. 

.Sir G. Bardin/ to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April IG.) 

(No. 272.) 

(Telegraphic.) V. Tehran , April 1G, 1909. 

F( )K E1G N subjects in Tabrcez. 

The Persian Government has instructed Ain-ed-Dowleh to facilitate the departure 
of foreign subjects and to ensure their safety, and suggest that they should now leave 
the town. As 1 expected they refuse to allow the introduction of food. 

As already reported Brit ish and Russian subjects do not desire to leave Tabreez. 
My Russian colleague and i are informing the Turkish Cliargd d'Affaircs, with 
a view to allaying his anxiety, that wo hope to make our representations in a day 
or two. 

I shall continue to act in harmony with my colleagues in this matter, although 
British subjects arc less hard pressed than others. 


[143231 No. 143. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 1G.) 

(No. 273.) 

(Telegraphic. P. Tihran , April 1G, 1909. 

BGSIIIRK customs receipts. With reference to your telegram No. 147 of the 
14th instant. 

Now that tho attempts of Seyvid Murteza to seize the Bushire customs receipts 
have compelled us to guard against further misappropriations, our first object should he 
to ensure the ^afeguftrding of all receipts intact at either the customs or the hank, 
without deciding to whom any surplus (and it is extremely unlikely that there should 
la* anv for some time to come) should he paid, until a proper agreement is reached as to 
the payment of 30,000 tomans a month with arrears, with whoever may be in authority 
in tin- town. 

Practically all the money seized bv Ain-ed-l)owleh from British subjects has beeu 
refunded. 

A report reaches me from His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez to the effect 
that the local assembly has demanded 50.000 tomans from the customs, this being, as 
far as 1 know, the first demand preferred by the Nationalists on customs pledged to the 
service of the Russian Debt. The Relgian Director of Customs at Tabreez has taken 
“ hast ” in the Russian Consulate-General. 


C7 


[14303] 


(No. 150.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

V TABREEZ 
The views 
approval. 


No. 144. 

■Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
p Eoreiga Office, April 16, 1909. 

set forth in your telegram No. 2G7 of yesterday’s date have my 


[143081 No - 115 - 

Sir Edward drey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 160.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. 

YOUR telegram No. 268 [of the lfith instant]. 

Proposed omission includes that portion of Article 6 of programme suggested in 
Russian Memorandum which is summarized in paragraph of Sir A. Nieolson’s telegram 
No. 103 beginning “assistance" and ending “ Maliat.” 


Foreign Office, April 16, 1009. 


! 14272] 


No. 14G. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

Foreiyn Office, April 10, 1909. 


(No. 161.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. 

01L Syndicate. 

l’lease refer to my despatch No. 17 and to your telegram No. 216 of the 1st instant. 

A letter signedSadigh-es-Sultnnch," and written front Kensington, has been 
communicated to me by Mr. Preece. The writer of the letter asks the Syndicate to 
take note of the fact that the Persian Prime Minister has addressed a telegram to him 
informing him that he is Imperial Commissioner, and as such entitled to receive a 
salary of 1,0001 

Please ascertain the facts of the case and let pro have a telegraphic reply, as I’reeeo 
asks whether you can conlirm this, and give positive instructions as to the individual 
to whom the payment is to be made. 


[14264, No. 147. 

Foreiyn Office to Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreiyn Office, April 10, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Groy to inform you that on the receipt 
of your Conlidential letter of the 14th instant ho addressed a telegram to Ilis Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, apprising him of the suggestion that the bluejackets lauded at, 
Bushin: from llis Majesty's ship “ Fox " should be relieved by a small contingent of 
lndi an or other t roops to he sent in one of the troopships of the Royal Indian Marine from 
Bombay or Kurrachco. Sir E. Grey also inquired whether the need for special protection 
for Europeans was likely to last long, and called for an expression of Sir G. Barclay’s 
views on tlie proposal put forward. 

A telegram lias now been received from Sir G. Barclay, reporting that lie would 
much prefer the bluejackets to remain at Bnshire for the present, and that their 
replacement by Indian troops might give a false impression, lie adds that ho is 
uuablc to foresee how long the services of these men will ho needed, hut that they will 
he dispensed with at the earliest possible moment. 

I am to state that Sir E. Grey concurs in the view expressed by Sir G. Barclay, 
mid to express the hope that, in these circumstances, the birds Commissioners of 
His Majesty’s Admiralty will refrain, at any rate for the present, from pressing their 
proposal. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
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[13646] No. 148. 

Fm ngn Office to Messrs. Ph. Ziegler and Co. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, April 10, Iffilj. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 18th February relative to tile forcible search 
lor arms, made on your premises at. Ispahan, I am directed l>y Secretary Sir Edward 
drey to inform you that lie lias now received from Hi's Majesty’s .Minister at Tehran a 
report on I lie subject. 

|| appeal's from this report that on the intoning of the 1st February the fen-ash- 
bashi of Sitmsaupcs-Saltane, accompanied by two Seyyids and several armed IJakhtiari 
entered your premises, and while conducting a forcible search for arms and ammunition 
opened three eases of goods, cutting their tin linings. 

Samsam-os-Saltano at lirst assorted that tlm facts had been misrepresented to lli B 
Majesty’s (Jonsul-t icneral, but, when pressed by Mr. drahame,agreed that an examination 
should lie conducted by the Karguzar on the tilli February. At. the appointed hour 
Mr. drahame, your agent, and his witnesses appeared, but none of the defendants 
attended. Mr. drahame accordingly claimed two apologies, lirst to your linn for the 
incident of the 1st February, and secondly from Sumsam-es-Saltunc personally to him¬ 
self for the non-appearance of the defendants at the Karguzari. 

dll the morning of the following day San||in-C8-Stiltaiie called on llis Majesty's 
donsul-doiieral and expressed his regret, and on the Slh February a Halthliari Khan 
accompanied by Seyyid Messih, the prime instigator of the incident, apologized to your 
agent, assuring him that there would be no repetition of such proceedings. 

Sir i i. I la relay states that the apologies tendered were ample ami satisfactory, and 
thill, in his opinion, the incident may In* considered closed. 

I am to inform you that Sir K. drey concurs in this view. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[13641] No. 149. 

Foreign Office to Mr. Preece . 

Slri , ..... , Foreign Office, April lb, I-JOO. 

I A At duel led by Secretary Sir Edward t.rey to 1 . 1-1111811111 to you herewith for the 
informal ion id your I >1 rectors, ropy of a despatch addressed to llis Majesty’s Minister at 
lelirai, by Ills Majesty's Vice-tjonsnl at Aliwaz ’ reporting certain demands made by 
. eidai Miihtasheiii, llbcggi of the Hakhliari tnlies, 111 connection with the payment of 
the i'eliriinry iiislalmeiil due from your Syndicate, and the reply returned thereto. 

a lorwariling this report, Sir d. I!arelay ohserves that tlieimiintcuauceof Sainsam- 
es-Sallaiu in the position ol llkhani, of which lie was assured by the Persian Minister 
for 1..IV.M', Miens, eiaihleil him to authorize Captain Loiimor, who had telegraphed 
or iiidr.ieiions, to allow the procedure of piiyiiiont of the instalment by the Imperial 
I Sank • m I rr>i:i :ii Is|>:ihun to tnkr its normal course. 

Sir 1 , Hardily adds that lie lias approved the terms of Captain Lorimer's reply to 

Serdar.Muhiashem, and I am I.Iona you that Sir F.. drey has expressed concurrence 

m tins approval. 

I am, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


114 82 N„. lot). 

I "dill Office to Foreign Office,—(Meceheil April 17.) 

11,1 1 "dei >e, tv 1 ary d Slate lor Imlia presents his Compliments to the Fader- 

. eeiviiin ol Stale lor l-oreig,, Alla,rs. and, l,y .lire,-lion of Viscount Morlev, forwards 
111" I " 1 .ih'’ iiiforinaiioii ol I he Seerelary .4 Slate, copy of a letter to tlu Imperial 

Itank Oi l crsia. dale,I the till, iiisiant, relative. . working of the Nasintalmd I,ranch 

during the year elided the 20|li Septeinljcr. I tilts, 

Indio Office, Apiil 111. ItMiti. 


' Iciyl uiwnl l-cmm-r to Sir O. ttnrclay. February la, lyuii. 


69 


Inolosure in No. 150. 

India Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 

Sir, India Office, April 0, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to inform you that 
this dllice has been furnished with a copy of your letter to the Foreign Qffico of the 
3 O 1 I 1 December, 190S. 

In accordance with the arrangement accepted in Sir Lcpel Griffin's letter to the 
Foreign Office, dated the 22nd May, 1903, a draft for the Sum of 1,5001. is forwarded 
herewith, being the amount of tile subsidy payable for the year ended the 20 th 
September, 1908, on account of the Nasrntabad branch of the Imperial Hank of Persia. 

At the same time 1 am directed to invite reference to the final paragraph of my 
letter of the 5th February, 190S, and to remind you that the liability of the Secretary 
of Stale in Council is restricted, in accordance with the Agreement of 1903, to the 
payment in each year of 1,5001., less the amount of any not profits for that year. 

The question of com inning the subsidy is under consideration, in consultation with 
the Foreign Office. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) A. GODLF.Y. 


14380] No. 151. 

India Office to Foreign t Ifficc.— (Received April 17.) 

Sir, India Office, April 10, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter dated the l ltli instant, as to the obtaining from the Sheikh 
ef Mohainmoraii of a Concession for the irrigation of the Karim basin, I am directed lo 
say that Viscount Morley finds himself unable to approve this proposal unless it can he 
carried intoelTert without imposing a charge upon Indian revenues. 

It would, however, be in accordance with the view expressed in the last paragraph 
of my letter of the 15tll instant if facilities could he given to bring the Sheikh into 
direct communication with any suitable applicant for the Concession. 

Lird Morley understands from vour letter that Sir li. Grey docs not anticipate any 
■lifliculty arising, from 1110 fact of an option fora Concession for works on the Karim 
River having already boon granted by the Persian Government. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GOLLEY. 


|-14379J No. log. 

India Office lo Foreign Office.—(Received April 17.) 

k' r > , India Office. April 10, 19018. 

IN’ reply to your letter dated the 14th instant, 1 am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in the views of Secretary Sir E. Grey as to the intimation that may ho 
made to tlie Sheikh of Mohammerah regarding the support to he given him against 
any encroachments on his rights. 

Lord Morley also agrees us to the formal extension, if necessary, to “ his heirs and 
successors” of the guarantees already given lo the Sheikh. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GULLEY. 


1 14423J No. 153. 

Sir A. Fiicolson to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 17.) 

(No. 20G.) 

'Telegraphic.) R. S . Petersburg^ April 17, 1909. 

MINISTER for Foreign Affairs hears from Russian Charge d’AITaires at Tehran 
that the Persian Government refuse to permit introduction of food into Tabreoz and 
L1619] T 
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ask that Consuls should leave the place. Minister for Foreign Affairs thinks that the 
introduction of a large quantity of food for Consulates might expose latter to danger 
of attack from the famished population, and he asks whether it would not be practicable 
to obtain permission from the Shah that small quantities should from time to time lie 
introduced for use of Consulates and foreign colony. If you think this proposal 
practical, he would suggest that instructions should be sent to British and Russian 
Representatives. 


Sir A. NicoUon to Sir Edward Grey.—-{Received April 17.) 


(No 207 ) 

(Telegraphic.) It. # Petersburg/!, April 17, 1900. 

ROSSI \\ Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that, owing to events occurring 
at Asterabad and the danger of the town being pillaged, orders have been sent to 
Russian < 'ommissioner at Goumbet-i-lvabuurs to proceed with his escort in all haste 
to Asterabad. 


14459] N ' , >- 150 ' 

Sir ft. Harclng to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. _ Tehran, April 17, 1909, 

NATIONALISTS and Hormuz red oxide. ' . 

The Nationalists, wishing to prevent Moin-ut-Tujjar from paying his royalties to 
the Shall, have stopped milling operations, hut L am inclined not to press the mutter so 
long as they make no attempt to seize the oxide. 

(tan you inform me how long Mr. Weir can post]Ki»e his shipments without 
incurring loss? Without this knowledge l am unable to decide definitely on the best 
course to be followed. 

Reference is to my telegram No. 229 of the lltli instant. 


[14458] No. 15(3. 

Sir ft'. Harclng la Sir Edward Grey,—(Received April 17.) 

(No. 275.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. Tehran, April 17, 1909. 

TABREI3/2 negotiations. 

1 have received the following coulidential telegram, No. SI, dated 16th instant, 
from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tnbrocz :— 

“A leading member of the Local Assembly told me yesterday, on the occasion of 
a private visit, that foreign subjects would certainly not lie allowed to leave the town, 
and tlinl, in ease capitulation should become necessary, the Nationalists would seek the 
mediation of the British ami Russian Coiisulates-General. lie thought, however, that 
there was a sufficient supply of food for another three weeks, lie added that the 
Nationalists would be willing to accept whatever terms the British and Russian Govern¬ 
ments might suggest to the shall, there being no hope now Imt in intervention by the 
two Rowers." 


[144601 No. 157. 

Sir G. Ilarclng to Sir Eiliraid Greg,—[Received April 17.) 

vNo. 276.1 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, April 17, 1909. 

KERMAN situation. 

With reference to your telegram No. 151 of the Mill instant. 

The slap' of Kerman, according to a report received from His Majesty’s Consul, is 
no longer so bail, ami British subjects are in no danger. 
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114461] No. 157*. 

Sir E. G Orel to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 17.) 

(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 17, 1909. 

I HA VE the honour to inform you, in reply to the inquiry contained in your 
telegram No. 17 of the 15th April as to Sir W. Willcocks’s whereabouts, that his family 
have telegraphed to ask him about his future movements. Recent events at Constanti- 
1 tuple and troubles on the Tigris have caused him to modify his plans, which were to 
leave Bagdad for Constantinople and Cairo on the 20th April, lie is now on the 
Tigris. 


[1619] 
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Foreign Office , April 17, 1909. 


[14309] No ' 138 - 

Sir Edward, Greg to Sir A. Nicohon. 

(No. 538.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

PROPOSED loan. 

See your despatch No. 232 of the 8th April and your telegram No. 202 of the 
16th April. 

A misunderstanding seems to have arisen as to the meaning of my telegram 
No. 238 of the 17th March. It must be understood that at this moment we cannot 
pledge ourselves to giving the Persian Government a large loan. In saying that 
the acceptance of the whole loan by the Assembly would lie followed by our advance, I 
meant by “ the whole loan,” the loan of 400,000/., and not a subsequent loan. AVe 
might, perhaps, facilitate a further loan by foreign capitalists if it were clearly shown to 
be necessary, but the two Governments would have to discuss this matter between 
them. A'ou should express to the Russian Minister for Eoreign Affairs my regret that 
such a misunderstanding should have arisen, and, as representations at Tehran are now 
urgently necessary, von should beg him to agree to the wording which I now suggest 
without further delay. 

My suggestions are as follows :— 

1. The words “ le projet d’un emprunt exterieur plus on moins considerable ” should 
be omitted from paragraph 6 of the inclosure in your telegram No. 232, and the 
following words should bo iuserted in their [dace: “ aussitot que 1 Assemble elective 
aura adopte cet emprunt.” 

2. The following sentence should be inserted after the above words instead of the 
sentence : “ En presence . . . emprunt ” :— 

“The only means of facilitating a larger loan to the Persian Government, if such 
should subsequently be found to be necessary, would be to do so under certain 
guarantees, these guarantees to be discussed by the Persian Government, on the one 
Bide, and the British and Russian Governments on the other, at some later date.” 


[14423J No. 159. 

Sir Edward Greg to Sir G. Farcing. 

(No. 103.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 17, 1909. 

POOD for foreigners at Tabreez. 

1 should be glad to have your views on the proposal contained in telegram 
No. 20(1 from St. lVtersburgh repeated to you. 


[14379] No. 1UU. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 101.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 17, 1!)0 ‘. 

WITH regard to the assurances to be given to the Sheikh of Molmmiuerah, you 
should inform him that whatever changes may take place in the Government of Persia 
the support already promised by His Majesty’s Government in 1902 will ho given to 
him against any encroachment on his rights. 

You should further remind him that our assurances do in fact apply to his 
cliquing as they have already been extended to his successors, who presumably will 
he his oilspring. But there is no objection to formally extending the assurances already 
given so as to include “ his heirs and successors” if he is not satisfied with the above 
guarantees. 








[14496] 


No. 101. 


Sn A. Nieoloon to Air Edward Greg.—(Received April 18.) 

(N°- 211 -'.. . ,, St. Petersburg, April 18,100!). 

1 PEHSM Your telegram No. 53S [of the 17th instant: Anglo-llussian repre¬ 
sentations t" theW modifi( ,. al i ons which you mopose, ami will telegraph 

to-morrow' necessary instruetLs to Russian ( W .PAffatn., at lehrau so that 
programme may he ilelivercd to the Shah without further delay. 


[14572; No - 10 “- 

.Sir G. Barclay to Air Edward Graj.— (Un-need April 18.) 
m'°r 877 'i t i» Tehran, April 18, 1UO0. 

[ I olographic.) 1 . ' 

SITUATION of tureiimpis at lubreuz. ...... Ir . 

I |,avi! recoivwl the following telegram, No. 82, <>l the I7tli April, irom His 
M:\jestv s ('ohSul-Uuiicral at labreez 

" i nclicvc that public food supply is much smidler than I was at first given 
tu malurstu.d. There seems, however, to he a fair quantity for the soldiers The 
amount* are apparently unascertainahle. The situation is very critical and Me, lxus 
of the Assembly have hinted that Europeans would lieur the brunt ot the not that is 

’ "This nfleriiomi my Russian colleague and I wore invited to visit the Assembly. 
They declared that a serious riot was probable unless something to relieve the situation 
were immediately done, the food supply (except for soldiers) being very small. hey 
hi‘gged iis to convey a reipiest to the two Rogations to urge the Shall to accept the 
following proposals :— 

•• | That a supply of 150 khavars of wheat for the poor, which they guarantee 
would mu he used for combatants, should he sent in by the. Bnsmiiieh road, which 

should III* npoiHMl lor Iliis purpose-. . , ... . 

•• o Tin* u,,filing of tlm rond to U* followed by a suspension of hostilities. 

Tlmt tl.e\ should enter into communication with the Mnili, ami with other 
towns in iVrsia. with a view to arranging a general settlement through delegates 
chosen by them. 

••The Assembly beg the two Legations to support them in these claims, and 

l( , impress.he Shah that tiie people of Azerbaijan are not lighting against him, but 

have taken up arms with the sole object of defending fundamental laws and the 

Consttlul , 1 n.,;!! I,, have been present on this occasion, Imt did not 

* * "\h Russian colleague and I pointed out to them that the acceptance ol thuil 
terms lias very improbable, but promised to comply with their request. 

\n identic communication was addressed by the local Assembly to ( onsuls tin 

... begging them to take measures fur the welfare ol natives and foreigners alike 

This conn nut, leal lot, stated that ,it,til now food bail been supplied to foreigners as well 

as t .was).pie. Imt that lietteeferward it would he scarce. 

| „m replying to Ills Majesty's Consul-General instructing him to inform the 
Nationalists tiuti any Injury to foreigners at their bauds may do irreparable damage to 

their cause. , , 

Mav wc make our giMiorul ropiest*ntut ioiih to-morrow f 

As , I,is seems to me „ .. which might possthly improve tbe very ciRtctd 

situation, 1 shnll try to pc,stti.de my Russ,an colleague to telegraph lor the sane 
permission. It appears to me quite useless to attempt to press the terms suggested by 
the Assembly on the Shall. 
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[14492] 


No. 163. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .—l Received April IS.) 


(No. 278.1 _ 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIAN finances-: Question of loan. 


Tehran April 18, 1909. 


The proposed Commission of Control no more meets with the Financial Adviser's 
approval than with ours. Me thinks that unless the exact reforms for which the loan 
„ r advance is to lie employed are clearly stated (and I presume that the small loau 
contemplated by His Majesty's Government is destined for the introduction of reforms), 
the task assigned to the Commission would lie almost impossible. The reforms for 
which it is to he applied can best be decided later, when any such abnormal form of 
control as that of the bank Managers, &c., will be no longer necessary, i.c., after the 
Assembly lias met and given its approval, and when the Treasurer-General is in office. 

Should the proposed Russian advance of 100,0001. now be made under the control 
of the bank Managers, the Shah will certainly try to use it for his troops, unless they 
are told that it must be employed for other purposes. 

M. liizot concurs in the general proposals contained in your telegram No. 151, and 
suggests that the two Representatives should he instructed to pay no instalment without 
llis approval, as he thinks that it would bo incompatible with his position for hint to be 
associated more closely with them. 


[14493] No. 10*. 

Sir G. Barclay la Sir Edward Grey.—(lleceiveil April 18.) 

i No. 279.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April IS, 1909. 

ASTRA HAD and Resht situations. 

My Russian colleague informs mo that a force of Shuhserends is marching on Resht. 
These troops are under t he Shah’s orders. 

lie also tells me tlmt Astrabad seems to be at the mercy of tho Turcomans, who 
are obeying instructions from His Majesty. 


4494] No. 165. 

Sir G. Burclau to Sir Edward Grey. *(Received April 18.) 

(No. 289.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 18, 1909. 

PROSPECT of Representations to the Shah. 

llis Majesty has been unfortunately strengthened in his attitude by thu news of 
recent events at Constantinople. 

The whole reactionary party, too, have drawn great encouragement from tho 
critical situation at Tabreez, the successes of the Turcomans at Astmhad, and the 
prospect of an attack on Resht by the Shuhserends, referred to in my telegram No. 27!) 
of to-day. 

In these circumstances mv Russian colleague, whom I have just seen, and I think 
it our duty to report that our chances of success are greatly diminished. M. Sahline, 
however, agrees with me that we should immediately make our general representation* 
to the Shall In view of the precarious situation of Tahreez. 


[14495] No. 166. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir lidii’ irtl Grey.- (lleceiveil April 18.) 

(No. 281.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 18, 1909. 

Ft)(> I) for foreign subjects in Tabreez. 

I am informed hv the Turkish Chorgti d’Afl'aires tlmt he has presented a note to 
tin- Persian Government, in which In- warns them that his Government will have t . 
“seek strong and necessan measures," if permission to introduce food is refused. 

[1649] ’ U 
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With reference to your telegram No. 163 of the 17th April my Russian 
colleague nn<l 1 flunk tlmt'for the moment our general representations are the most 

pressing. We are not, however, sanguine as to their success. 

We can. howevm-, when making these, fall hack on a demand for the gradual 
introduction by instalments of food for the foreigners in lahreez. 


[145981 


No. 107. 


Sir A. Ni CO Ison In Sir Edward Grnj. - (Received April 19.) 

Sir" ~ * S * Sf. Pclera'.urgh, April 15, 1909. 

’ WITH reference to my telegram No. 192 of the Sth instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of an aide-memoire which 1 have received front the Imperial 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, respecting the escort dispatched to the Russian Consulate- 
General at Meshed. 


I have, etc. 

(Signed) A. NIGOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 107. 

Aide-memoirr communicated to Sir A. .\icotson. 

PAR un aide-memoire on date du 20 mars (8 avril) 1 Anihassadr hrilanniquo a 
binn vcii 1 1ii exprimer le desir *jiu* l’escorte du Consulnt-Geiioral 1 inpenal a Meched suit 
chargee do protegor, on cas do danger, la vie et les biens dcs sujets hritanniques qui 
sc trouvent drills OOtto ville. . . . ... 

I.Vsoorto on question, composeedo soixnnte-qumze homines ayec deux mitrailleuses, 
vu so mottro inoessamment on route pour Meclicd. II va do soi quo eotte escorte 
aceordera sa protection, on eas do danger, non seulomont aux sujets russes residant a 
M.•.•lifl. mats onooro a loute la oolonie otrangero, aiusi quo rcla so fait habit uellomcnt 
dans imitos les villes de la Porse oil so trouvent dcs Consulate russes. 

Snini* I‘etershourij , le 31 mars (13 avril ), 1000 . 


[147191 N°- ,cy - 

Messrs. Ziegler and Co. to /•« eign Oj/ice.—(Received April ID.) 

o: r Manchester, April 17, 1909. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your communication of yesterday, 
and hog t" thank you for favouring us with the particulars of the events subsequent to 
the forcible search for arms made on our premises at Ispahan. 

Whilst expressing our warmest thanks to Mr. Grahame for all he has done to sale- 
guard our interests in this matter, we note with satisfaction that lbs Majesty’s Minister 
at Tehran slates that the apologies tendered by the Samsam-es-Sallane wore ample,and 
that the incident is now to be considered dosed. 

We remain, &c. 

(Signed) l*11. ZIEGLER and Co. 


[147541 N'o. 109. 

viV .-i. Sirnlxon [o Sir Edward lirrii.—(Removed April 19.) 

(Telegraphic, t I’. I'elerslamjli, April 19, 1909. 

SHT ATM »N at Tahreez. 

Telegram No. 28 l of the 18th instant from Tehran. 

The Russian Government are considering the advisability *>t threatening the Shah 
that, unli vi certain quantities of f«*od are admitted into I a 1 .-reez. they will themselves 
stfp-. t-* iutroilm’e the same, ami will, it* necessary, employ loreo to effect that object. 
This t*ouhl 1 m* done, M. Isvolsky says, by dispatching an expedition from Julia, and he 


---- 
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6avs that he will consult his colleagues in the Cabinet on the subject. He explains that 
foreigners in Tahreez cannot 1*‘ allowed to die of starvation, ft was the threats 
employed by the Turkish Chargd d’Affaires at Tehran which first suggested to 
M Isvolsky the idea of an expedition. I beg to be favoured with your views on the 
Russian project. 

M. Isvolsky informed me that Caucasians from Reslit were threatening Astara and 
the life of the Russian Consul there As Astara is situated close to the Russian frontier, 
troops will probably be moved in for the protection of the Russian Consul. 

The programme is being telegraphed this evening to M Sabline. The necessity of 
obtaining the Imperial sanction has caused delay. 

[14596] No. 170. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received April ID.) 

(No. 282.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 19, 1909. 

SITUATION at Tahreez. 

I have received the following telegram No. 83 of the lSth instant from His Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Tahreez. 

“ With reference to your telegram No. 11, bread was very scarce to-day, and will ho 
scarcer still to-morrow. 'The chief source of danger for the moment lies in the 
immense number of starving pour who may at any time rush the houses where they 
think food is likely to l>e found. There, is at present little danger from the Nationalists 
themselves.” 


[14748] No. L71. 

Sir G . Barclay to Sir Edwaid Grey. -(Received April 19.) 

i No. 2S3.) 

iTelegraphic ) I*. Tehran, April 19, 

THREATENED attack on Consulate at Tahreez. 

With reference to my telegram No. 205 of the 28th March, 1 have received the 
fnflowing telegram No. 84 of the 19th instant from 11 is Majesty’s Consul-Goneml at 
Tahreez:— 

“The women are clamouring lor bread at a shrine where they are gathering. 

“The question of negotiations is being discussed, although the military leaders, 
I hear, are opposed to the idea. Sikkat-ul-lslnm, who was already in negotiation with 
the Slmh from Businihch* bag invited the Assembly to send out delegates. 

** Ini' rmation has reached both my Russian colleague and myself that the 
Nationalists have some hope of securing Russian intervention, which is preferred to 
surrender to the Shah, by an attack on Russian and British Consulates and subjects. 
Gn the Russian Consul-General asking my opinion ns to the advisability of summoning 
Russian troops, I answered that our Governments were aware of the situation, and 
would take what action they thought best. 

• The population have entirely lost their heads, and any appeal to their feelings for 
the cause would he useless ! will consequently tell them, should an oppMrtuuitynri.se, 
t at tin* life of a British Consul is not of great value to His Majesty’s Government, and 
that they could hope for no very great result by killing one.” 

1 am informing Mr. Wratislnw that we hope to make our representations 
tiHiaarow or on Wednesday. 1 am instructing him to let this he known to the 
Nationalists. 


T14755] No. 172. 

Sir G. arrlny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received iprtl 19.) 

(No. 281.) 

'Telegraphic.) p, Tehran , April ID, I DUD. 

*— CONTEMPLATED attack on Consulates at Tahreez. 

I have received, with reference to my telegram No. 283. T the IDth instant, the 


tea 










following telegram, No. 85, of the 19th instant, from His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Tabreez:— . ,, 

' Kl^^ri^ ap^rrW ■ 

hope to or^te a diversion feading f. foreign mterventron, and I he n that, us a re o. 
this tin: Consulates muy lx: attacked to-morrow. 

J&B^M&u****** 

presenter! to His Majesty they might be restrained. 


.Sir (?, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(0ceive% April 1!).) 

(No. f£.) > Tehran, April 10,1909. 

«»•» - 

Tabrcoz:— . 

Mi 

under a Constitutional regime.’ 


.Sir fl. Iturclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(licenced April 19.) 

(No. 2.80.) Tehran, April 19,1909. 

srrts^ 

1 | mv « rnlonned IIsMa^ muko our gime nd repri 
reach my ltussmir colleague > seeking an audience to-inorrow, when w 

sniitalions to il«- * !■• '. >'« . ? ’ harm befall our (insulates or fellow subjects, 

shall warn Ills Mnjr stj ' • W« shall at the same time urge upon him 

zHX ^rs&ysAJ^t <«*>....u * 

‘“""we shall make these „.presentations because of the grave danger threatening our 
fellow subjects at Tabreez. 


1 j.*tf *sjj 

British SubjecH, Tabreez, to Sir Edward Grey.—(lleceived April 19.) 

Tabreet, April 19, 1909. 

^Tolegni.l'lu'':) fc "S Tabrae/ feel compelled advise you we are imminent danger 

.. <*fe.j^ssux?J&z 

Stevens, Senior Merchant. 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 10, 1909. 

POOD for foreigners in Tabreez. 

With reference to your telegram No. 20(5 of tho 17th instant. 

Sir G. Barclay’s views, as set forth iu his telegram No. 281 of yesterday’s date, 
have the concurrence of Ilis Majesty’s Government, and you may so inform the Russian 
Government, although there is not much chance of the Shah agreeing. 

It might possibly he advisable that the British and Russian Governments should 
insist on their Consuls leaving Tabreez and taking with them any other foreign subjects 
who may wish to leave the town. 

The Shah would have to he warned that any losses which they may suffer will 
have to he made good in full, and the Consuls and foreign subjects should also he 
informed of this. . . 

Reply as soon as possible ns to tire views of the Russian Government on this 
subject. Tehran should also be informed at once. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 

,’No. 561.) ‘ „ _ 

lTelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 19, 1909. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. 

In view of scarcity of provisions iu Tabreez (see Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 283 
of to-day), it seems advisable that a small force of Cossacks should he sent 
from Julia with a view to either bringing Europeans in safety out of the town or 
protecting the British and Russian Consulates. Of those two alternatives the former 
would probably be the more practicable. You should ask the Russian Government 
whether it would lie possible to send such force. 


The joint general representations may I 
i Si. Petersburg!!, No. 211 of lSlh April). 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

No. 1(18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 19, 19U9 

AXliI.O-liUSSiAX representations at Tehran. 

The joint general representations may bo proceeded with at once (see telegram 
from Si. Petersburg!!, No. 211 of 18lh April). 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 170.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 19, 1909. 

TilK instructions which you issued to Ilis Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez, 
as reported in your telegram No. 277 of the 18th instant, have my approval. 

You should also instruct him to impress upon the leaders of the Nationalists, on 
behalf of Ilis Majesty’s Government, that in tho event of tho mob attacking foreign 
Consulates in the hope of obtaining food, they should furnish protection to the latter. 


[14748] No. 180. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 171.) 

I Telegraphic.) I 1 . Foreign Office, April 19, 1901). 

I APPROVE tho instructions given by you to His Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Tabreez as reported in your telegram No. 283 of to-day. 

[1949] 


X 
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the Russian (iovermuenl sending them if they wish to do so. 


[14745] No - 18L 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Fairley. 

. < \' ,\ Foreign Office, April 19, 1909. 

wi!’ ‘are making every possihle endeavour to insuro your safety. Nothing 
practicable will bo left undone to effect this. 


[13734] No - 182 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No lli8 -) Foreign Office, April 1!), 1909. 

S "'’ 1 II\VK ree.-ived your ExeelleucyV despatch No. 150of the 11th imfc inquiring 
"’bat reply si,....1.1 be fllr’thcr a.h'XeIn 

llm'Xesdlmhy l.^n'ne'llighness should be tlemanded until it is made dear to 

Wl “ ,, Yrn^lSXy“rf.oX'"’inform the Ml, in reply to his eommunieation, that His 
Majesty s Government cannot undertake to instruct I Us Majesty s Unsul-Umerul to 
intervene in itho matter. j am 

(Signed) E. UREY. 


[148461 No. 183. 

Mr. Preecr to Foreign Office.—(Received April 20.) 

1, SI. James' Place, London, April 10, 1000. 

I IIAVl'l the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch with reference 
. , . ,t, U'.iriit;■,ri Phiofs of tin* February instalment duo to them. 

t0 Th/ V 'uTangci,.cuts'mad'c bv His Majesty's Minister in 'reliran are perfectly 
satisfactory, and the Directors of the Oil Syndicate are much obliged for the trouble 
taken. I ] iavCj <&(». 

(Signed) J- *R. PREECE, 


[14913] NalSi ' 

Sir .1. Sirolson to Sir l-dward Grey. ' lleeeieed April 20.) 

(Teieenphie I 1* St. Petersburg!., April 20, 1909. 

SITU ATION ut Tabreez. 

Your telegram No. 5(51 ol tin* 19th instant. . „ ... oi,„u 

Russian GimrgiS .1'Affaires at Tehran was instructed; y 1 '* 1 '# 1 } - ^ ft n^ o k ^rv B m 

tlu^nwlvvi t« ca«« tl« 

rt,J|K'tuirv to-day as to whether a small Comtek .Wee would not he 
sent bv the' Russian Government to bring away the Consuls and any otliu torugi 
suhieets who mi'dit wish to leave the city, M. lsvolskv replied that it would be risky to 
send a small force, and that a comndemhle hotly ol t roops would is- ncceSEUiry l , 
nun her reouiivd would have to i e decided by the authorities on the spot. By u faced 
inareli (V>s-aeks might reach Tabreez Iron, Julfi. in two days; three days would Is, 
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required in the case of other troops. Would it not be better, M. Isvolsky suggested, to 
iH>st|> me action for another twenty-four hours, until the results of M. Sabline's action 
at Tehran and of the Russian Consul’s announcement at Tabreez were known ? If an 
attack were made on the Consulates to-dav, as threatened, then the troops could not 
arrive in time, and, on the other hand, it was possible that the Shah might act in 
accordance with the suggestion conveyed to him by M. Sabliue. To this I replied that, 
according to the information which had reached me, there was not much hope of the 
Shah proving amenable. The safety of the Consuls was the main object to 1 *j kept in 
view. M. Isvolsky promised to consult with the Minister of War and to let me know 
their decision this afternoon. 


[14915] No. 185. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

(No. 210.) 

(Telegraphic.) l\ SI. Petersburgh, April 20, 1909. 

TA Hi! FEZ. My telegram No. 215 of to-day. 

I have just been informed by M. Isvolsky that it has Ixien decided to send a Russian 
force t<> Tabreez. 

The orders to be given to the olficer in command will he to facilitate the entry into 
the town of the necessary provisions; to protect Consulates and foreign subjects, and to 
assist those who wish to leave the town to do so. 

The Caucasus authorities are to decide the number and composition of the force to 
be sent. 


[149181 • No. 186. 

Sir A. Xicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

(No. 218.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St, Pelcrsnurgh, April 20, 1909. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. Your telegram No. 563 of the 1.9th instant. 

There is absolutely no desire on the part of the Russian (lovernment to take any 
step which might favour either party in the struggle ; hut it seems to me inevitable 
that the arrival of a Russian force in Tabreez will allow provisions to (low into the 
town and will he practically equivalent to raising the siege. In his conversation with 
me to-dav M. Isvolsky remarked that the passage of food for foreigners alone would he 
an impossibility, as an attempt to seize it would immediately lie made by the famished 
crowd, or else the latter would wreak their vengeance on the foreign colony and blood¬ 
shed would be the result. It seems to me that it would be the Nationalists who would 
profit by the arrival of the Russian force, but 1 : ubmit that the chief object to he kept 
in view is the safety of the Consuls, even at the risk of the measures which 
circumstances have rendered necessary proving of benefit to the popular movement at 
Tabreez. 


[14796] No. 187. 

•Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. (Received April 20.) 

(No. 2S7.) 

tielegraphic.) I\ Tehran, April 20, 1909. 

SITUATION of foreigners in Tabieez. 

1 have sent telegraphic instructions, e. clair , this morning to His Majesty’s 
( “i.sul-t icneral at Tabreez to give out, if possible, that the result of tin* outrage on 
h'reign subjects which is contemplated would he the most severe punishment of those 
responsible, and exclusion of any concerned from any amnesty which may lx; granted. 
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'14902] No - 18s 

gif G, liurclny lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

(No- 888.) . Tehran, April 20,1909. 

(Telegraphic.) I • 

’IVSbdf gave his promise, at tjienuili&ice granted this mornijjg(8ee mv telegram 
No a«G of 10tli instant) to my Russian colleague mid mysell, to sernl telegraphic 
instructions to Ain-ed-Dmvluh to permit the introduction of food into labieei unti. 
midday of 2<ilh instant. During these days there will he a cessation of hostilities 

flm introduction of food is of course] conditional on the alistmence ol the 
Nationalists from nuv attack on the Royalist forces. ... . . 

\Vo arc informing the two Conslfa-Geueral at Tabreez that, if reconciliation is to 
result fro... any negotiations for peace, it is important that the demands of the 
Nationalist party should not exceed the scope of the general representations ulneli 
we hope to make to-morrow, and we are instructing them to inform the Nationalists 
of the t.-niis of the truce and to induce them not to break them. Armistice should 
afford a good opportunity for negotiations. 


[14903 ] No - m 

Sir (!. parting to Sir Edward Grey. -(Received April 20.) 

(No. 289.) Tehran, April 20, 1909. 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. 

W!th relhrimoe* to' mv'*1 eli^gram No. 287 of to-day I have received the following 
telegram from His Majesty’s Consul-tieneral at Tabreez, No. 8ti 

"This morning at dawn the Nationalists attacked Saniad Khan’s position. An 
American volnntem- with the National',si force was killed. fhe result is uncertain. 

bUt "T'n mmh ^fiftio information contained in your telegrams Nos. 42, 43, 
U1M | 1 have made it known, and the result, 1 believe, is satisfactory I hope the 
a.... 1V im w blow over, but we can, however, if necessary, offer a good resistance. 

' Stitt ar Khan yesterday laid the blame for the plot against the Consulates on 

liiedior Khan, and declared that he had no hand in it. 


I14754J No. 1U0. 

Hir Edward drey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

■» ;' W ’» • i) Foreign Office, April 20, 1909. 

1 ’ ‘wi'l l'l reoard to the proposals for the assistance and protection of foreigners ui 
Tahree/ miaiimucd in vour telcgmm No. 214 of the tilth instant, any steps winch the 
Itussiau'tfovernmeiit may take for protecting foreigners Iron, attack, or lor proyiduiL 
hem I il l, food will have our cordial approval. Prompt action is necessary. I need 

hardly say that His Majesty’s Dover.lit understand thuDsuch steps will he Uikeii 

s ,jlei ■ Ihi 'lhe pvnieetiol,'of the lives of foreign residents in Lahreez, and that nothing 
will he done to favour either one side or the other. 


114321) No ’ 

.So Edtiara Grey Io Sir A. Nicolson. 

ft 0 : M5 -) . Foreign Office, April 20, 1909. 

( IP 'the' Uuasiao Government have Ho objection to the publication of the 

sidmt..f the joint Anglo-Russian representations to the Shah (see telegim 

N ■'"o of the li'tli instant from Sir G. liarelay), I think that it would have an 
excellent effect. You should ascertain how they regard this proposal. 
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According to a private telegram from Sir G. Barclay, the Russian Charge d'Affaires 
is reluctant to suggest this course himself to the Russian Government, though he appears 
to consider it advisable. 

The preceding paragraph is confidential. 


[14492] 


No. 192. 


>'lv Edward Grey to Sir .4. Nicolson. 

Foreign Office , April 20, 1909. 


(No. 370.) 

(Telegraphic.) P- 

PERSIAN financial reforms. 

With reference to telegram No. 27S from Tehran of the 18th instant, which was 
repeated to you, you should make the following proposal to Russian Minister for Foreign 
All,ills : That the advance, which is to begin with the 100,000!., which is to bo paid by 
ilm lliissian Government on the receipt of satisfactory assurances from the Shah, should 
|„. pieced to the account of the two Representatives jointly, who, when they have 
satisfied themselves that the money is to be devoted to proper purposes and have conic 
tu mi agreement which lias been approved by the Financial Adviser, shall pay over the 
Iiiimev Til instalments to the Persian Government. They would then he able to stop 
die payments if they found that the money is being used for different purposes from 
those which have been approved. 

This system could lie continued, if it is found to he satisfactory, in the case ot a 
larger loan being granted at a later date. 


[14200] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

P. Foreign Office, April 20, 1900. 

fx reply to your telegram No. 200 of the 15th instant, Ills Majesty's Government 
a ,r reo with the view of the Russian Government that no reply is necessary to the 
German communication on the subject of guards for foreign Legations at lehrun. 


[14316] No. 194. 

Sir Edward drey to Sir A . Nicolson. 

(No. 074.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 20, 1909. 

11IS Majesty’s Government have no objection to oiler to the suggestions ol the two 
Consuls (see telegram No. 271 of the Ifitli instant from Sir G. Barclay). 

You should find out what is the view of the Russian Government on this 
question. 


[14913j No. 195. 

Sir Edwin d Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 570.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April *0, 1909. 

I CONCUR in the proposal contained in your tolograra No. 215 of the 2Uth April, 
thatt, until wo have ascertained the result of the joint representations, it would, in view 
of the permission to send food into the town and of the granting of an armistice for six 
days, be better if the dispatch of Russian troops to Tabreez wore delayed. ' PK: • 
respite will in any wise give the troops time to reach Tabreez il our represent;] 
fail. 


his 
it ions 
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[14194] No. 196. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Tol'egrap^ib.) P. Foreign Office, April 20, 1900 

KH1UAZ-ISPAHAN mad. . 

I approve the instructions sent to Shiraz as reported hi your telegram iNo. 2«»4 of 
the 15th instant. 


[143231 No. 197. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay . 

(Teli;oni|ihic.) P. Foreign Office , April 20, 1901). 

PUK111 HE and Tabreez Customs. 

The action reported by you in your telegram No. 273 ot the 16th instant has my 
approval. 


[14902] No. 108. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Teiegmphic.) P. Foreign Office , April 20, 1909. 

TARREEZ situation. 

1 approvo the action reported in your telegram No. 288 of tho 20th April. 

See your telegram No. 271 of the 10th April. 

I uni communicating with the. Russian < iovornment, and the two Consuls should 
now ho given authority to olTer their mediation in the event of an opportunity presenting 
itself. 


[ 13505 j No. 199. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 18(5.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’.' Foreign Office, April id, 1909. 

('i >*\'< T.SSION Cm- road from Kill. Malik-Siah to Nasratalwd. (See your telegrams 
Nos. 129 and 13G of the 3rd ami 8th ultimo respectively). 

A road ... so ambitious a character is to ho discouraged for military as well 

as for economic reasons, and the Government ot India oppose the granting of the 
concession to Kitnhji. Detailed instructions will reach Jtou hy mail. It would he best 

to follow the I.. indicated hy Sir A. Harditjge in Ids despatch to India dated the 

19th December, 1902, and to' urge the Persian authorities to undertake the road 
improvements which are most needed. 


[149651 No. 200. 

hitliii Oficr to Foreign Offire.—(Heceived April 21.) 

•pill.; I'nder-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secreiarv "I State lor Foreign AlVuirs, and, by direction ot Viscount Morlev, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary ot State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated die doth ultimo, relative to tho Uobal garrison. 

India Office, April 20, 1909. 
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Inclosure in No. 200. 

Viscount Mori eg to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Min Office, March 30, 1909. 

i APPROVE proposals in your telegram of the 17th March as to Robat garrison. 


[14980] No. 201. 

Sir A. Nicnlson tu Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 21.) 

(No. 219.) 

(Teiegrapliic.) P. St. Petershurgh, April 21, 1909. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. 

Telegram No. 2SS of yesterday from Tehran. 

In consequence of the sis days’ armistice granted by the Shah and the permission 
to bring supplies into Tabreez, the Russian force, Mi Isvolsky tells me, has been 
ordered not to proceed across the frontier. 


[150551 


No. 202. 


St. Petershurgh, April 21, 1909. 


Sir A. Nice Ison to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 21.) 

(No. 220.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

JOINT representations at Tehran. 

'l our telegram No. 0(55 of yesterday. 

The idea of publishing the text of tho Persian programme is not welcomed hy 
M. Isvolsky. who would prefer to give the public only such information as lias already 
been published in l.ondou hy Reuter’s Agency. 

M. Isvolsky points out that the programme contains some disagreeable messages 
to tlm Shall and certain references to persons which, in bis opinion, it would lie better 
uni i<> publish, lie mills that the programme would lie analyzed and criticized by the 
Russian press, and that this would lead to polemics which he would like, if possible, to 


[15056] No. 203. 

Sir A. Xicalsou to Sir Edwurd Greg.—(Received April 21.) 

(No. 221.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. S/. Petershurgh, Apul 21, 1909. 

EINANCIAl. assistance for Persia. 

Your telegram No. 570 of yesterday. 

Ai an interview which I had with M. Isvolsky to-day, I spoke of the proposal that 
the Russian share of the advance should lie put to the joint account of the two 
Representatives, and promised to give his Excellency a Memorandum on the subject, 
in iinter that he might lie in a position t" discuss it with the Minister of Eimince. 
M Isvolsky thinks it not unlikely that M. Kokovtsoff may remark that, if there is to he 
a joint account for the Russian advance, thou the British Government should also 
contribute to making that advance. 

M. Isvolsky said that he understood that the view of llis Majesty’s Government 
was that there lire objections to making anyadvance until the Assembly have approved 
it llis Excellency pointed out, however, that, if llis Majesty's Government were to 
take part in keeping the accounts mid controlling tile disbursement of tile first advance, 
they would practically lie sharing the responsibility for making it. 

Thu above were merely preliminary remarks on the part of M. Isvolsky, who 
promised to let mo have a reply when he had studied my Memorandum and talked the 
mailer over with M. KokovtsolT. 
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Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 21.) 

(Telegmp Iiio.) ^ P. St ~ *""***• /!pri ' 81, 19 ° 9 ' 

llfitU * the Russian Ivernn.eut sec what effect is produced at Tobreta by tie 
armistice and At turn events are likely to take after it lias expired, tie Russian force 

Wi " fcSfi trJirirtlny. M. fsvolsky Observed that 

nival from me. 1 pointed out that, for the time being, danger no longer seemed 
iimdnen. and suggLal that in any ease tve had better wad unt.l tie s.tuat.on was a 
little clearer. 


Sir (i. Unrrltiy to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 21.) 

(}".■ - M '\ . , Tehran, April 21, 1009. 

(xolc^rapluc.) , . * 

RUSSIAN troops for protection of foreigners in labreez. SSL 57G t 

With reference to your telegram No. 184 and to your telegram No. 5ib to 

Tirssstt 

Sands • t,t. 5 not 8 be 1 u^Ain^-Dowleh's control, when an 
egc ,„ r t would lie needed for food coming lrmn Jnlfu. 


Sir G. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 21./ 

(No. 291.) (( Tehran, April 21, 1909. 

^ ^ \l l.'*| l| A fit)N between SKfili and Nationalists at labreez. 

E si.It the following telegram, No. 49. to Ills Majesty's Consul-General at 

. i„ x,, 77 of 1 5 tli Abril. 1 am instructed by 

tvitli' vour ..1 league in all'ering your good offices tor negotiations betUDMl 

would delinitelv put an end to tie former absolutist Goveriiment. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. »*«*•' „ portion Office, April 21, 1909. 

(Telegraphic.i 1. 

Sl'l'l Vllt'Nai labreez , . iastant. if our advice is rejected by 

to tit r Nationalist vhm*'' 1,0,11 - . » j- ,j u . ,r r( . a test use as a warning to 

!i?E; 1 3»tlt t! rS.»^wSEW di*«.ity 4 ji 

remain willi regar.l to tie arrangement of terms for tie town. 
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[15035] No - 208 ' 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edu ard Grey.—(Received April 21.) 

(TcWrapliic.) P.. Tehran, April 21, 1909. 

RUSSIAN Consulate-General at Busline. 

Major Cox lias had entirely satisfactory relations with Kadlubowski and Miller, 
but lie now bears that it is intended to appoint Orsecuko to tie Bushire consulato- 

Wbutcver instructions Orsecuko may receive as to bis attitude, it would be very 
difficult for him to change it. lu these circumstances* cannot anything be done to 
prevent the appointment rumoured ? 


Tehran, April 21, 1909. 


[15036] No - m 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received April 21.) 

(No. 293.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ... 

MU. KLTABMS projected road. . ... 

Mr Kitabii, who left on Sunday, drelares that on his return to Loudon no will tty 
n, obtain the support of the Foreign Office for bis seliemo, which be has not pressed during 
his present visit here, t believe, however, that the road concession was only a pretext tor 
his visit to Tehran, and that his real idea was generally to fish in troubled waters. 

It would of course he hopeless sit the present moment to expect the Persian Govern- 
introduce any improvements in the matter of roads, so l do not propose to press 
,]„. IVrsiun Government, as suggested by the Indian Government, lor the present (see 
your telegram No. 18C). 


[15049] 


No. 210. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 21.) 

Tehran, Apiil 21, 1909 


(No. 291.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) P. , 

GENERAL representations to the Shah. 

We are pressing for an audience to-morrow, as t he Shall has postponed that accorded 
lor to-day on tile ground of ill-health. 


[15050] 


No. 211. 


Tehran, April 21, 1909. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 21.) 

(No. 295.) 

(Telegraphic) P. , , .,, . 

TABHEEZ. Attitude of Turkish Charge d Allairs. 

1 surmise, although proofs are lacki.e;, that the German Minister is connected with 
the seemingly excessive anxiety displayed by Sadivddm Bey. , 

The latter has addressed me a letter, m which lie tells me that Iurkisli consul- 
general asks for a guard, repelling the situation as still very .'rare. In case nl opmler 
or attack he adds, that the troops stationed on the 1 urkisli Inintiei will mteiu.nc 
immediately at any cost, lie, further, professes scepticism as to the results ot the six 

1 5 /have replied that we lmpe that some good may he effected by the armistice, and 

lha. His Majesty's consul-general reports that it has made a favourable impression in 

the town. 


[1049] 
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No. 212. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 21.) 
gSlic.) P. Tehran, April 21,1909. 

1 have received tile following telegram No. 87 of the 20th April from His Majesty s 
consul-general at Tabreez: 

We immediately communicated the arrangement mentioned in vour telegram 
No 40 to the Anjumim rcqUeStiiig them to inform Sattar Khan, who munedmtelv ordei ed 
cessation of firing, 'ijhey hugged us to convoy to the two legations the assuiance of then 
profound gratitude.** 

Mv HuSSim. colleague and I have written to Ain-ed-l lovvleh, and after muel, trouhle 
have induced the assembly, who are childishly procrastinating and suspicious, to take 
the same step. We have informed him that the assembly has accepted and pionuses to 
adhere to the armistice. A representative of the Russian consul-general and the British 
vice-consul, who took our letter to the camp, will remain there to arrange details and to 
superintend matters. We also begged Ain-ed-Dnwlch to take steps at once to send 
provisions Could you bring pressure to hear on Ain-ed-DowlcIi from lehran. as, unless 
lie sends us some of his own stores, I am afraid it will he two or three days before 
provisions are obtainable ? , , , . ,. , , •, 

1 We hope, tomorrow to seo Sattar Khan and do what we can through him. 

B.edier Khan has ceased to be a menace for us, his brother and principal supporter 
having been killed to-day. ■’ 


[14757] No. 213 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

ffilrijliie.) P. Foreign Office, '>W |fe- f 

TA1IRKEZ. I approve the action reported in your telegrams Nos. 260 amt dst ot 
the Will and 201 h instant. 


[15175] No. 214. 

Sir A. Nicolvon to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. St. Petersburg/!, April 22, 1909. 

RUSSIAN Consul at Tabreez has telegraphed to Minister for Fotoign Affairs to 
the elfeel that no instructions as to the armistice had reached Aiu-ed-lJowlch, though 
he had consented to open up the Uusmineh road with the object of letting in provisions. 
M. Isvolsky is put out at the apparent non-fulfilment of the Shah’s promise and at Ilia 
Majesty's 'action in asking for time to think over tlm representations which are being 
made 'to him by Sir (i. Barclay and M. Saldino. Ili- Excellency fears situation at 
Tabreez may again become acute, and he thinks that, in order to insure the safe 
introduction of provisions and the protection of foreigners in the event of situation 
suddenly becoming dangerous, it would lie best that the Russian force at Julfa should 
he moved across the frontier. M. Isvolsky also thinks that this move may have the 
elfeel of hastening the Shall to agree to the representations of the two Governments. 
His Excellency is about to hold a consultation with the Chief of the General Staff and 
Ministers of War and Einance. I anticipate that orders to advance will be issued to 
tlm Russian force. 


[15133] 


No. 210. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 

gSlic ) P. Tehran, April 22, 1.909. 

Mb' arc'd mianding that the armistice shall be prolonged for an additional thirty-eix; 
|,„„rs, Ain-ed-Uowleh not having yet received any instructions by yesterday akernoon. 


[15134] No. 210. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 22.) 

f 0 .- 298 ’}. , „ Tehran, April 22, 1909. 

(Telegraphic.)^ r. 

1 ‘Viave''authorised His Majesty’s consul-general to concert with hisdlusstan 
colleague in accompanying the delegates who were to be chosen yesterday, should they 

requestbnn ^todoso.k ^ Sattal . Klmn, whom they visited yesterday, will listen to 
reason. 


[15135] No. 217. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received April 22.) 

(N°; 290j). Tehran, April 22, 1909. 

(Telegraphic.) I*. 

INTRODUCTION of food into labreez. oon 

With reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 214, and to my telegram No. 290 

01 tl ‘Hm tVo'consuls-general at Tahreez have told Ain-ed-Dowlch that in view of the 
irregular troops under Rahim Khan being probably out of hand, and conscSyouth 
likeTv to prevent the dispatch of provisions by the Julfa road, a large enough body of 
h-1ms to ensure safe transit of* stores in the face of any possible opposition wdl 
ac omnany food from Julfa unless other roads leading to Tabreez are opened. 

| have demanded that instructions on this point be sent direct to Rahim Khan, and 
have approved the action of His Majesty’s consul-general. 


[15149] N °. 21S ’ 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 

KLe I. , «"“•*" «n 

. .. ■» 

I- nm "•».« .. 

thiouch the Minister for Foreign Affairs at the earliest possible date. 

In reply t<> our pressing him for a fixed date, lie could only assure us that an aimwer 
would be returned without delay. 

We lelt un aide-memoire with IIis Majesty. 


[15151] No. 219. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 

jN'i’ 301 ’). Tehran, April 22, 1909. 

I telegraphic.) P. ‘ 

TABREEZ. „ , 

With reference to my telegram No. 297 ot to-day. armistice 

My Russian colleague and 1, at the audience this morning, asked that the ar.mst.ee 
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might ho prolonged, and complained of the excessive delay on the part of His Majesty 
in sending instructions to his generals as to the passage of food for the town. 

The Shall assured us that categorical instructions to this effect had now been sent. 

Ah to the prolongation of the truce, His Majesty, in spite of pressure, refused 
and hogged us, in view of the general representations which we were on the point 
of making, to postpone the matter. 

When we know the result of negotiations at Tabreez and the effect of our own 
general representations we shall if necessary press His Majesty further. 


[15172] No. 220. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 

(No. 302.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 22, 1909. 

TABREEZ. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 92, from Ilis Majesty's consul-general at 
Tabreez: — 

“ W< ; have just heard from the Nationalist governor that their important position 
at Khatih has been occupied by Sam ad Khans irregulars. This is very serious, as, 
in my opinion, the besieged have not much poWer of resistance left. 

•• The governor has asked us what, is to he done, and we have replied that they 
should take their own measures to defend themselves." 


[15173] No. 221. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 

(No. 303.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 22. 1909. 

TABREEZ. 

Mis Majesty's consul -general informs me in a telegram, No. 94, that as yet none of 
the promised supplies have been sent in. He adds that, in his opinion, the two 
consuls must see that provisions are obtained, and that the truce is strictly observed 
now that they have persuaded the Nationalists to cease hostilities on the strength 
of these two concessions. If they fail in this their position will bo very unpleasant. 
He and his Russian colleague agree that caravans from Julfa, which, however, could 
not arrive In-fore i week, should start. for Tabreez under the escort of Cossacks who might 
keep the road open. 


[15174J No. 222. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 

(No. 301.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran‘April 22, 1909. 

TABREEZ. 

I have addressed the following telegram, No. 58, to His Majesty’s consul general at 
Tabreez:— 

• Mv Russian colleague and 1 have lodged a vigorous protest against the action of 
Samad Khan. 

“ This morning, the general representation* being tho object of our audience, we 
did i •; press as hard as we might hove done for an extension of the truce, but if it 
becomes nc»v:4sar\ we shall press t>> the utmost of our power. 

■ Non should not let tin* limited period of the armistice interfere with any arrange¬ 
ments requiring a longer time, which you may make for the introduction of provisions, 
if y <i unal.'.. I * obtain them within the six days. What quantity of provisions 
would it he : »ir to ask for as a six days' supply ? 

We can hardly expect Ain-ed l>owleh to induct* his own supplies; the best that 
we cm hope Idr is taut he will give you every assistance in obtaining food. 

“ I hope your Russian colleague will net as proposed in vour telegram No. 94 if he 
lias irevived authorisation." 


[15035 ] No. 223. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 595.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , April 22, 1909. 

]K wc were to ask the Russian Government not to appoint M. Ovseenko to tho 
Russian Consulate at Busliirc (see telegram No. 292 of the 21st instant from Tehran), 
the Russians in tlieir turn might ask ns to make changes in our own Consular service, 
which we might not be prepared to do; there would, however, be no harm in drawing 
the attention of the Russian Government to the very satisfactory nature of the relations 
which have existed lately between the Russian and British Gonsuls-General, and in 
asking them to impress upon M. Ovseenko (if the report of his appointment is correct) 
the desirability of maintaining friendly relations with his British colleague. 


[15055] No. 221. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 000.) 

(Telegraphjc.) P. Foreign Office , April 22, 1909. 

THE effect would not bo so good if at least the substance of the Persian programme 
were not published, though it would not be necessary to publish the actual text (see 
your telegram No. 220 of the 21st instant). I had to reply to a question in Parliament 
to-day on the subject, but I mentioned no names and did not quote tho toxt, confining 
myself merely to the substance of the representations. 


[15050] No. 225. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 191.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 22, 1909. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. 

I approve the language held by you to the Turkish Charge d'Affaires, as reported 
in your telegram No. 295 of the 21st instant. 


[13637] No. 22l>. 

Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 22, 1909. 

W I I'll reference t<> my letter of the 3rd November last, relative to tho property 
at Shellilie leased by Messrs. Lynch Brothers from Sheikh Mortezu, 1 am directed l>y 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has now received two further 
despatches on the subject from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. 

In tho earlier of these despatches Sir G. Barclay reports that ho lias received from 
His Majesty's Consul at Ahwuz a clear statement, furnished by Messrs. Lynch's agent, 
of the case of Sheikh Mortezu and of that of the Muin-et-Tujjur, based on documents 
in the possession of the former and on certified copies of other documents communicated 
t * His Majesty's Legation by the latter. The details of the two eases are doubtless 
known to voui Directors, and it therefore appears to Sir E. Grey to bo unnecessary to 
reproduce them in this letter. 

In communicating these documents to Captain Lorimor, Mr. Parry showed anxiety 
that the case should he settled at. Tehran and not locally, and such is understood to bo 
tho desire of Messrs. Lynch. 

With regard to this point Sir G. Barclay observes that, although an examination 
of the Mwin’s claim slimvs his case, to he very weak, it, would he dillicult for Ilis 
.Majesty's Legation at Tehran to tuko action m accordance with tho desire expressed 
by Mr. 1‘any, since any representations with a view to comjiel tho Main to drop his 
claim would naturally ho met with the reply that the Legation has no ground for 
interference in tho case ul a dispute between two Persian subjects, the settlement of 
which properly belongs to the Shari Courts. The action of tho Legation in such a 
[1919] 2 A 
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matter could only be unofficial, and would not, in Sir G. Barclay’s opinion, achieve the 
desired result. 

Sir (I. Barclay states that some weeks before the date of writing (4th March) the 
Muin called on hint in connection with this case and expressed his desire to arrive at a 
settlement. Alter some discussion it was agreed that the Muin should appoint an 
ttgn.t with full powers, locally to represent his interests in the matter; tlmt Sheikh 
Morteza should, it he returned from the ilaj within a reasonable time, say two months, 
be urged by’ (,’aptain Loriiuer bimseli to bring bis case before a competent Tribunal, 
or, should bis absence bo prolonged, likewise appoint an agent with full powers ; and 
tlmt Messrs. Lynch should be enjoined by Captain Lorimer to abstain from any 
participation in the proceedings, finally, and after considerable-hesitation, the Muin 
agreed that a representative of His Majesty's Consulate at Aliwaz should be deputed 
to attend the proceedings on tile express stipulation that he held a watching brief only 
and had no voice in them. J 

I he Muin expressed indifference as to the character of the Court before which the 
eas- woii .l be heard, and left the choice of a Committee of Arbitrators or a Shari Court 
to the other party. 

1,1 •»* l"l'M <l(.'s|,i .tell, till till till! !ti»t 1 1 March, .Sir Cl. Rarcluy reports tlmt Sheikh 
Morteza I'l'tiirn.'.t In Aliwnz nil t|,i! Mill March uinl Ims agreed til the settlement of tliu 
'« 11 • Sl '»» ' at Dizfu) Nijcf, should ol.jacti.rn l.o taken to 

ll,is infoi'inntioii was convcyeil to tin- Muin ho at first attempteil to evade 
l‘ H l"' , ; v " , " s 'ii- l., 1.,1 I lia! III. led the nii#e of .settlement of tile <^i.- to the other 

|i;"-ly, III,I eventually '-use.I to haw . .as.- relum'd the Shari Court at Nijef 

I.•T' ' 1 "»»lc-<lmt.-ly, appointing as .is agent at that place Agha 

hi. yyi.l All, son ,,l Aglia Seyyt.l Juvnd Kilidilar. h 

n is no I, rsioo,| th.ii ■ M. ssra. I.ynch's agent at Tehran is satisfied with the 
arrangement made. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[15243J U. i-7. 

hiilin OJ/ice lo Foreign Office-(Received April 23.) 

Slr ’ ...... . , , , , , . ■ India Office, April 21,1909. 

AM .In .vi.-d lo uckimw edge the receipt of your letter, dated the ath April, 1909, 
asking lor the Views o I he Secretary of Slate lor India as to the desire of the Oil 
nd um- '’ e 1 :, l" ""<* telephone line along the pipe line to he l.uilt to their 

III '•'•ply, I . to say that Viscount Motley, while agreeing that there is no 

appatent I.' . ' .oty to appoael, ihe I'er.sian tinvert,mo.it in the matter, would suggest 

t.;rS.r tey ..stder,,..that ,t might Is- advisable to refrain from exposing 

U> ' I i" 'v' 1 !"." " , ’ , "'t" ,'".';T 1 , vi "K t".' 1 * Syndicate. and to st.v merely that 

iMaiitl vC m mi t'.'V ' '."'•r'V " a I'i tf .,1 it would I .• in their inten-sls that llis 

.Ui|.hly s Mmist" at Ii Msmid raise the matter t the present stage with the 

| >. II''' Majesty s I meermiieiit will he prepared, should the 

■' i"' 1 !> r . 1 "H'll-s will, tin I’ersinn (h.v<innient in support of the 

AW'V mal"| '|' , V , V I Vl'll" ""'.' 'Y",''-*? 1 K »' )•»'"• department to 

■ k - '; ■"" l }'">'> and Mill. r. ,1.1 thi.--.Mth I’ehrtiarv. 1995, 

: • "" ' ' ,l “ S y" ll '«“e to allow the Use ,.f their poles to the Judo- 

‘i Kir i 1 l*"l- , .l;.u-"t. l.ord .Meilev agrees with the view expressed by 

.. uotu 1,1 a aopy is melosei!, that the offer should he declined. * 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) A. GODLLY. 


•i's 1 hist lnr.|e| ; i|,j| laclosuiu 


1)1 


Inclosure 1 in No. 227. 

S'tetajtheDireelor-in-chief, Mo- European Telegraph Department. 

HIE only part ol the letter from the Concussions Syndicate that directly affects 
the liflo-Luropean Ielegraph Department is that in which the offer is made of 
allowing tin- use ol then- poles where they cmdd he utilized hy tlm Department The 
working a telegraph wire on a telephone line interferes with the telephone working. 

ts srss- “ -.*.i* e i 

April 7,M 909. (Sis ' 1Cd) A. KIUK. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 227. 

Cnptnio Trevor lo (lorermne ,1 of India. 

^ ''ii'ITlfi' I' t ,• Hash ire, January 30, 1909. 

•Ms I eee, her 7o'.w' ‘° F(, ' ci h'" I•epaflinent, .luted the 

, '! 1 " 'Vg'.iivltng the Ahwt.z.Horasjtttt telegraph line, I have the honour 

Imu^t- Ifitm • f tl» Oovemmu,.! of India, a eopy of a letter which I 

. ' 1 , '. ol V ,I|S Majesty s ( onsiil at. Aliwaz on the subject, 

-. have iiifonned (fiptain Lorimer nnoliicially that I am forwarding his letter to 
mvermitent ot ml,,,, am that no doubt if they think there is aln-Zm fe 

h!“r HiiV-V.w".! 1 /VV'’ r' * p f '' aCll0,, -,e | nlso J"*** "ait Mr. Uqumhls is 
w'hh ti e er .? ‘I 1 ;-'"■ | ; , - K,,, ;‘*I.‘---"' -l l <-li-M'-M>l, Company have am-thi'g to do 

i . and tlmt it the Directors of ilu* Concessions Syndicate wish to aunroach 

oSoet H"n- "I' "‘ t: Wrl' ! I,UV ,m< ' -'<>—-themselves i! thfln^k 

other °1 to the Director, in-clnet of the Indo-European Telegraph Department 

olKta'cie t!'. e BrTt?, S |o n rad» al o,d ef comniunicnt i u11 Al.w-az is a serious 

m-rease there. 1 am asking llis Majesty’s Sr?iTtn ^^hl^L'I'"™ 

"f< “.ptZ'urin^s^r 0 °" * h ° 1W " G ° V, ’ r " nK ' nt aS su Sb'^‘«> paragraph 4 


Inclosure 3 in No. 227. 
Captain Lorimer to Major Coj. 


(Oon tidcntial.l 


I: Vtu.l.l V 'l l i'onotir to inclosi) a copy 0 | a letter ..ntly addressed by Mr. G II. 

'Ids. loc .1 .Manager lor the Concessions Syndicate (Limited). his nnuoiinls on 

t'',-anlM-e, ot he means of telegraphic .. w hich will iH-come'^“,S,7„ •“ 

tlie7,1'r " " co, ' st ™ otll), ‘ '">>1 "lainteuatme of a pipe line from the oil works to 

1 lll ; lt } < l l ,'‘t<‘ flow Mr. Reynolds’ drift, but it would of course lie 

MohauL^'lLSCiXfe^® 0VW tl,C , "'" m P ,,K:nt liuo N‘»eeu 

,, , ^Wt"; t-egiml to the question of alignment, it is doubtful i„ any case whether 
Syndics. . ' ' Uepnrtme, * t wouM Im ' lva<1 )' tl > accept that required by the 

.tT'm -’Short .Uatance’’ referred to at the Aliwaz end would Is. of „„ si.milicai.ee 
" Moli.nomerah the I,tie would lie on the opposite side of the river ftonj ^.e toZ 

It [s. however, wo || tlmt the Government should know what is being talked of 

a H33S .. . .. 
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The lino between here and Mohamnierah lias now been continuously out of w. rk 
eincc* Xovemljcr, while tin* line to Botnsjun, which gives communication with the restol 
Persia and Europe, has only been working on tho2yth December and old January since 
my return here on the 17th December. 

As the operation of the Syndicate increase the necessity for direct means of 
communication with Europe and the inconvenience of its absence arc steadily growing. 

If circumstances are adapted to the employment of this form of argument, might it 
not he possible to press the requirements of* the Syndicate on the Persian Government 
in such a way as to aid the Indo-European Telegraph Department in their negotiations 
with the Persian Telegraph Department i 

f). The question of the Syndicate's local requirements should not be referred to in 
any discussion with the Persian Government, They seem fairly entitled to build a 
telegraph line in immediate connection with their work and their doing so will probably 
not be questioned. But were tins matter to l>c forced on the notice of the Persian 
Government or anv statement made which could be misconstrued into a request, tor 
permission to build snob a line, the Persian Government would doubtless, following 
its best traditions, become obstructive, witness the removal of the rocks in the Karuu 
at Kut Abdullah. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 227. 

Mr. Reynolds to the Concessions Syndicate, Glasgow. 

Alm az, January o, 1009. 

I HAVE the honour to point out that telephonic and telegraphic communication 
along tlio line of the pine from the field to the site of tanks and refinery will be needed, 
as also some reliable telegraphic connection with the Indo-European lines, and as this 
may take time to arrange 1 make no excuse for pressing it on your notice now. 

2. Along the pipeline it would seem that we shall need a system of two wires: 
one for tehjplionie eoiumunicatiou with the nearest telegraph station by means of a 
small instrument made fbr the purpose, and which can In* connected with the telephone 
wire at <n\ point d >ired by tin* line inspector, each of the several inspectors carrying 
Btieb. and the second being a telegraph line, and both of these would be solely for the 
use of the Pip.- Line Company working the pipe line and not for the use of the public. 
Assuming the tanks and refinery be at Abadan Island, it will follow that this telegraph 
line will emincct. • •xcepting a short distance at each end, the two existing telegraph 
stations..!' Ahw.-*/. and .Mohamtmrah. 

I have said, "excepting a short distance at each end,” and in explanation would 
note that l*-r our purposes ii is essential that the telegraph line should follow the course 
of the pipe, and that will go some few miles south of the town of Mohammeruh and some 
few miles to the east of Ahwaz, where there is a gap in the hills. 

:i. Now, as I have often pointed <>ut to you, the line this to Mohamnierah and this to 
Borasjiin. both " worked " by the Persian Government, are only very occasionally liable 
to lie imiiitevrupt' d. U-ing supported on wooden poles, where they are supported at all, 
and the u-e of insulators being ignored, and it is this, coupled with the ignorance and 
apatliv of tlie Persian Telegraph Administration, that is the cause of the present 
unsat isfactory state of affairs. 

It b:»v been mooted, I WTieve, that Messrs, the Indo-European Company should 
work tie Mobamnier.di, Aliwax. and Borasjun lines, in which case they would, 1 presume, 
put up iron pole- ; .1 ltd in c< uoddem I ion of a line being nee. ssarv for the Pipe Line 
t Cm i .an v Le| we.-n M"li.nniiiemh and Ahwaz, it would seem that the line they put up might 
with ndv.iiiluge fdlow the course of the pipe, and it moiety of the cost of the line 
I. tween those point', oi o far as their pol. s were utilized by us for our lines, could lx* 
slim• d bv ii*. so elieapeiiii the cost to 1 h»II t. 

k It tin* I ndi-Em ope,in (’oiiq»anv took over the line this to Mohamnierah, the 
possible c .nii. etion-, with their system would seem to he— 

(e.) M 'hainiuerah to Euo. 

[in) Ahw.iz to iWnsjiiu. 

(r.) Ahwaz to Ispahan. 

As re-4 .ids the lir-t of those (*/i, 1 n that the cost of messages to Europe by Kao, 
Buddie t -| ik.iu, ..1 Tehran would b-* he ivier than at present when tile Persian line 
Ahwaz Boi.isjun, Ispahan, and Tehran t«. Europe is used ou account of the cable, Euo to 


Bushire. Again, if the public used the route to Europe from this via Molmmmcrah, Fao, 
B lissom h, and Constantinople though cheaper than the routes via Tehran and that vid 
Bombay, no code messages would lie allowed to pass. 

From the point of view, then, of the public, it would he better that the Indo- 
European reconstructed the line Ahwaz to Borasjun or made a new line, Ahwaz to 
Ispahan, following the route of the caravan road. 

5. The object of this letter then is to get you to move in this matter, and if you 
would put yourselves in communication with Messrs, the Indo-European Directors you 
would hear their view’s. 

Trusting that you will sec your way to move in this matter, and that the 
suggestion of sharing a moiety of the cost of the Ahwaz Mohammeruh section may 
commend itself to you. 

You will please look on the use of any poles for our line other than iron as 
absolutely unsuitable, as they will he robbed. 


[15207] No. 228. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 23.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, 
dated the 10th instant, relative to the proposed loan to the Sheikh of Mohainmcrah. 

India Office, April 22, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 22S. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office , April 10, 1909. 

MOIIAMMERAH. Loan to Sheikh. 

I have intimated, in communicating your telegram dated the 9th April to Foreign 
Office, that I adhere to the view that no charge should bo laid upon Indian revenues on 
this account. I informed them at the same time that there appears to me no objection 
in principle to the suggestion made in telegram of the 7th instant from His Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran that general assurances might be given to the Sheikh that we 
should do what wo could to facilitate his obtaining money in London if he should need 
it for any purpose to which wo did not object. 


115250] No. 229. 

Mr. F. C. St rick to Foreign Office.—(Received April 23.) 

Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, April 22, 1909. 

I BEG to refer to my letter of last week, wherein 1 inquired whether you could 
inform me what country claimed the ownership of the Persian Gulf Island of llalul. 
If not troubling you too much, 1 should he obliged if you could give me an early reply, 
as 1 am anxious to take steps as soon as possible to obtain samples from the oxide 
deposits said to exist there, before such work is rendered difficult, if not impossible, by 
the approaching hot season. 


i have, Ac. 

(Signed) FRANK C. STR10K. 
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[15298J No. 230. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(No. 225.', 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petershuryh, April 23. 1909. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. 

My telegram No. 223 of yesterday. 

I am informed by Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Russian detach¬ 
ment has been ordered to move on from Julia to Tabreez. According to i\ telegram 
received from the Russian Consul the situation at Tabreez is more threatening than 
over; the Russian (lovernmcnt consider therefore that, there should no longer beany 
hesitation on their part. 


[15315] No. 231. 

* S 'Y A. Sicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(No. 220.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. St. Petersburg!!, April 23, 1909. 

I'nri; sipndmns of Cossacks, three battalions of infantry, two batteries of 
artillery, and a company of sappers, all on a pence footing, will constitute the force 
which is to be sent to Tabreez. 

Two thousand men, M. Isvolskv estimates, will be about the total number of the 
force. Detachments have to be left for the protection of the road, so that it would 
have been risky to dispatch a smaller number. Instructions have been given to the 

Commander not l«. undertake any administrative duties and not to interfere in the 

Struggle between the opposing parties. 

The force will lx* withdrawn when matters have settled down. It will be 
impossibl. for I bo forte to carry with them sufficient food to supply the whole of 
Tabreez, but they will keep the road open so as to allow supplies to come in. 

F.vplanalions of the necessity of the dispatch of troops, &c., will be given by the 

Russian Government to the Rowers in the form of a Circular. 


115317 j 


Sir A. Xicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(No. 22S.) 

(ToltKmjiliic.l l‘. SI. PeUrsburtjh, April 2.‘i, 100!). 

Ill Shi AN Consul at I’nshirc. 

N.i. Sis of yesteivlav, ami Toliran telegram No. 292 of the 

21st instant. 


In «ynvei-:iti..n with M. Isvolsky to-day I mentioned that news had reached me 
t-> the elD i that the |e.-.t .it Russian Consul at Busline was to bo given to M. Ovseenko. 
M. Isvolskv •- 'id that lie knew nothing of such an appointment. To this I replied that 
it was onK a rep.., I which had reached me, and that my sole object in mentioning it 
was t.. express a hope that instructions would hr sent to him to maintain with Tlia 
M-.|,*sty s Consul-Ceiieral at Bushirc the same friendly relations us had existed in the 
time ,,| Ins pied.vi•ssor. To this M. Isvolskv replied that any Russian Consul who 
ini jil be appointed to Busline would, of' course, receive strict instructions in the sense 
indicated. 


L15234 J No. 233. 

^ ^ Sir G. Ilarclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

^ Telegraphic.) I*. 

tabreez. 

In continuation of my immediately preceding telegram. 

In spite of the M.al/s declaration that he has sent orders to the commander-in- 
tbe* truce la- "n ^ £ tv ' n " 1 1,18 H!en liont ‘ to facilitate the entry of food, nor line 


Tehran, April 23, 1909 


Whether this is due to the disobedience of the generals and to bad faith at Baghi 
Shah, I would urge that the authorities at Julfa he instructed to supply a strong 
escort for provisions. My Russian colleague is also urging the dispatch of food 
under escort. 

The food cannot now reach Tabreez tyefore the six days’ truce has expired, but we 
shall insist on its renewal, and a supply for six days ought to be introduced with or 
without the Shah’s consent after the royalist generals’ breach of the armistice. 


[15287] No. 234. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(No 300.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 23, 1909. 

MOIN-UT-TUJJAR’S oxide. 

I bear from TIis Majesty’s consul-general at Bushirc that Moin's employes have 
been at work on Farna and Little Farna and have mined some 100 tons of oxide ou 
Sirri Island. 

i lmvc reminded the Persian Government of our caveat in this connection and have 
warned them that I cannot recognize Moin as concessionnaire, at the same time 
requesting them to stop Moin’s operations on Sirri. 

I am pointing out again to Moin that, beyond the rights conferred on him by the 
firman of 1904, be has as yet given us no proof of any privileges as to mining oxide 
in the Persian Gulf. I am also informing him what our attitude is with regard 
to Sirri. 


[15295] No. 235. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(No. 307.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 23, 1909. 

Til 1C administrator of customs has, I learn, been told by the Minister of War, 
Amir Bahadur Jang, that the Persian Government can no longer answer for the 
behaviour of troops in the capital unless they at once receive 200,000 h umus. This 
threat was apparently intended to reach M. Ostrogradskv, to whom it was conveyed. 
The Russian charge d’affaires is reporting this telegraphically to his Government. 

There is little likelihood of the threat being put into execution, but I should like 
to be authorized, with my Russian colleague, to make a communication to the Persian 
Government to the effect that disturbances might be followed by intervention, by which 
tiie Shah and those responsible would prolwibly suffer. You will remember that you 
have already advocated such a representation in conversation with M. Poklowsky. 


[15281] No. 236. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 23, 1909. 

TABREEZ 

Kliatib was not actually captured yesterday, as reported in my telegram No. 302 
of the 22nd April. 

The royalist troops have now retired from this neighbourhood. 


[15311] No. 237. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(No. 309.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 20, 1909. 

TABREEZ. 

It appears from His Majesty’s consul-general's reports that the royalist troops have 
no intention of allowing supplies to enter Tabreez and that the advantage of the 
armistice is likely to be illusory. 
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The following is an extract from his telegram No. % of to-day:— 

“In negotiations for the purchase of provisions, am I authorized to pledge the 
credit of His Majesty’s (Iov< rninent ? We cannot give the guarantees of safetv, without 
which no merchant here will place an order. The Shah's troops are terrorising the 
whole country, and without their assistance it will be impossible to procure supplies. 
My position in the town is practically that of a prisoner, and my influence is at present 
very small. Fighting men still have some food, but many of the poor have little more 
than grass. 

“ I cannot expect arty good result from the negotiations, ns the Nationalists have 
been rendered very suspicious of us by the break-down of the truce, and I should 
think would he too much afraid of treachery to go out for this purpose.” 

I have replied that it is for the merchants to order provisions, and have invited 
him to concert with his Russian colleague and the representatives of the principal 
firms as to the !>est means of obtaining supplies from Julfu. Should the consignment, 
of provisions be stolen e»t route, we will, of course, recover compensation for the 
merchants, who should have no hesitation in pledging their credit; hut 1 do not doubt 
that, alter receipt ol telegrams which M. Sahline and 1 have sent to l’ctersburgh and 
London to-day, a sufficient escort will be provided. 


[15312] No. 238. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(No. 310.) 

(Telegraphic.) ]'. Tehran, April 23, 1909. 

I A BKLOKZ. 

As Ain-ed-JJowleh has given the two consuls no facilities for the introduction of 
food into the town, they are withdrawing their delegates from Basmiueh. We are 
instructing them to inform him of their reason for this step. 


[15313 ] No. 239. 

Sir G. Ilarclay U < Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(No. 311.) 

(Tekgraphie.) 1’. Tehran, April 23, 1909. 

1 . alternoon, by appointment, my Russian colleague and I met the Minister 

or f oreign Allans, who was the hearer of a message from this Shah, at the Russian 
legal mu. 

Ali. i making the usual request for guarantees for the Shah, and receiving as usual 
the ivjtlv that \v«* could not g<» Im'voikI (lie assurances given to His Majesty by the 
dragomans on the 22nd December last, Sand-ed-Dowloh asked that these might he 
given in writing. We replied that the aidr-memtiire left with him yesterday was the 
best written guarantee wo could give. We further stated that we gathered from our 
inlorm.ilion that those ol the Shah's people now in revolt would spontaneously cease all 
Opposition, were I lls Majesty to accept the advice ol the two representatives and reign 
as a eon titutional Sovereign ; in any case, when satisfied upon this point, we would do 
our lirst lo bring about a reconciliation, 

W . ini. ruled I he Minister for Foreign A flairs that wo would he willing to summst 
privately t . him persons who, in our opinion, would inspire confidence, and wotifd' he 
fitted for posts in the Cabinet and council. 

lo Ills Majesty's request tor an advance exceeding 100,009/., we answered that 
we were well aw,ate of the need for a substantial loan. 

Su' h a loan was indeed loroshadowed in the representations we had receutlv made, 
and when the assembly was sitting and a reformed financial administration in working 
older We would do our utmost to accelerate the granting of the financial assistance 
indicated, 


J.V.’S.J'- ■'.•rvur.r: t ui 





[ 15133 ] No. 240*. 

Sir Edward Grru lo Sir G. Bardin/ 

(No. 108.) y 

(I elegraphie.) I!. Foreign Office, April 23, ISO!), 

'll >1 I. telegrams Nus. 207. 208, ami 200 ot the 22ml April [Tabreez!. 

I approve. 


| It! 10] 
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[15314J No. 210. 

Sir G. Bardin/ lo Sir Edward Grei/.—(Received April 23.) 

(No. 312.) ‘ ' 

(Tol^raphfc.) ‘ Tehran, April 23*, 1909. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 98, from llis Majesty’s consul-general 
at Tabreez:— 

Hussion consul-general tells me that it lias been decided to send Russian troops 
to Tabreez. r 

" As the news of the dispatch of a Russian force must necessarily ho known before 
ilifir arrival hero, we think it would be prudent to announce the facta ourselves to the 
Nationalists, in view of preventing any possible danger to Europeans that niight ensue. 
Wo further bog to 1 m* allowed to give them the following assurances :— 

I hat the troops in question lire coming to Tabreez to protect foreign subjects 
and Persians from the Shah’s brigands and to secure the opening of the road. 

“That the Shah’s troops will not be allowed to enter the town; that no one, 
whatever his. nationality (including Russians), will be molested for any part he may 
have played in recent events; and that the occupation will only last until peace has 
been made ljetween the Shah and his people. 

We are informing the people that we have threatened Ain-edJDowleh with 
n forcible opening of the road, in order that they may understand beforehand what our 
attitude is. 

I have approved Mr. ‘Wrutisluw’s action, and have, with my Russian colleague’s 
concurrence, given the authorisation requested. 


[ 13940 ] No. 211. 

p. „ ^ ^ Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(I clegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 23, 1909. 

AS general representations have now been made to the Shall jointly by the 
Imtisii :m ; 1 d’ussian Representatives, wo trust that there will be no delay in the 
selection by the French < lovcrnment of otlieials to fill the posts of Inspector of 
nuances and of l reasurer-fJeneral in Persia (see my telegrams Nos. 01 and GO of the 
-Mli January). 


[ 15175 ] No. 212. 

Sir Edward Greg to Sir A. Nicohon. 

(No 001.) 

( 1 “h'graiibm.) I’. Foreign Office, April 23,1909. 

\(U I! telegram No. 223 of to-day. 

I he only coarse which wo can safely adopt, now that it. appears that wo cannot 
jicpcml on the royalist lorcos outside Tabreez to observe any conditions, whether ibis 
11:1,1 ‘“M" "" lll, ‘"' l«irl or wlielher it he that (lie Shah has not sent sullieientlv 
e\phc" last met ions, and now that the Shah has deiaved giving ns a satisfactory 
ai,-wer to our representat ittiiS, is that recommended by M. Isvolsky in tour above- 
nicni lonn I telegram. 

It till" population ol Tabreez are driven lo desperation by the violation on the part 
■I , 111 1" '7 • loops of the conditions promised through mir l.'epresentutives lo ■ ho 

I iti’i.' z. .Nalinnahsts to our subjects ami Consulates mat become the objects of 
f cilK'n..!, „n their part. It ns cs.-enlhd that this danger should he guarded against by 
'is l.iissian loveruiuent. It appears, however, to he desirable that an authoritative 
Male,,,,.lit should he issued here to the elfeet that any intervention which mav ho 
mteitaken ,u any part of Persia hv either of the two Powers is of an entirely 
[1(U9] ? c 
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tho Kv^Uy toule'^^s:;^ 1 * “ *"*■ ™ 


[15295] No . 9.13. 

f No ( ;o 7 ) S ‘ r E,l "'" rd G”U lo Sir A. Nkokon 

(Telngmphic.) P, 

ultSJ'Ln !^l f!oVCr '; ,n0n . t '*=‘y.> alroa.Iy (sec your ^’^^73 f’ffith 

ropr>J„iativ..s ms su^sfcd WS Ihn'!'!v i,° | ". 1St, ;", c ' imls "> >» "«t to the two 
April. "" - " '■ Ulu ™) 111 !•» telegram No. 307 of the 23rd 

nn" fcSidiS:^ I*ms* : ."" i r r a !, thn >™-«*»«■ 

officers . .i].i,o llt : „,iXrs,,' ': ';i:"r 1 "'y ' 1 - f ,l1 " t™*** 

,,it, y «■*,.19p^::;ir^£vXr’^ £mjrinr mm * 

.. ..--n.n.ir.ns hud drum. and act on the ndv|^>Sd 


|13414 J No. 2II. 

foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, . 

, WITH reference |„ V onr I,.Iter of .he l-M, „u- jn , A P nl - 3 . 1009. 

tho protection „f Bahreini snhjeels in Persian lerri orv’/'f' 1 ‘'r ‘° ,| '"’ s,i<>1 ‘ of 

■ 0 Edward Grey I., transmit t„ v „„ herewith ,-.,,, v I '! I tll '! eute< \Jffi Secretary 

.Minister,-U Tehran l.i.r i, , • . >’• 1,1 •* hdograin Iron, His Maiestv’s 

:"l-lress ,„ l^ltS'S ^'S "..'mill,■cation which he is'aUnd 

illiijeslv's II,.vernnienl „r il.oir amended in,le "r' -'inv 1 l 1 ' 1 ' acceptance by His 

-f y-r h Her, on ..round ,h m ',■ I 7 ," ,c *V»*' " f the last 

T‘"which Sir II. liar,-lay is nmvillin.M., , .! , I ' '-'.''m'.'' 1 "• nU , St> 11,0 fc’ u »ernl 

prepared i<. press it to an issue ° ^ ,s M&jcsty s Government arc 

:fi,.*. . ?■ %».u,™,,. „ 

dist reii,m. Mis i , ], U el tin « nmimiincaiiojj t„ Sir (1 Hm-l-iv’c 

Mi.ii they .hi in»t i1 1 1 1 • mI‘i<» permit the'Verd-m' ( ". >u ' v '' r ’ show by their acts 

OV,.,-It:.l,r,.i„i snhjee.s in ,!,eir h'rrih.rv! «> »**>« Ihrir^t, 

I am furl her t<> transmit ■ , r i .10 

reasons for which, afn-r .>i,i,’r:,iio„' lam' omidi^’h ^ ^ting forth tho 

t" the | its, an t .'overhnieni ||„ ..lain, ,,'f t |„. |r,hr in' ",l’ 1 .*', 1 " present ollicially 

Irii.l Mil,lex see ,,i 1 ,il,joe,.In approve Sir I i ||.. r .I ..." ! !••' V"" 1 .'* P>'‘>Poso, should 

matter also. 11 '*• “.‘"days attitude xvith regard to this 

I am, Ac. 

___ "Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[141591 


No. 21.-,. 

Forrhjn Office to Mr. /•', ft Strict;. 


Sir, 

IN reply tn vonr letter .•(' the I iti. , I'orriyn Offici % April 23, l‘J09 

1 am hy Secretary Sir l -’ f lW " tlu * Is,ail M <*f I lalul 

prcauits some dilhculty. 1 > to you that its status 

,u ,slil1111, w, 't™ “ uninhahitod, appears to I,av , , c ■ 

11 UrS t0 1,0 oxvner, and any 


f No. 7s. 


no 


assertion of rights oxx-r it, beyond die usage of it by Arabs Iron, Bahrein, the liucial 
Coast, and K1 Katr, which is now customary, is considered undesirable for the present 
hx- Mis Majesty’s Government. 

■ I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[15415] No - 21C - 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received April 24.) 

yi r Treasury Chambers, April 23, 1009. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of Mis Majesty’s Treasury 
Mr. Mallet's letter of the 20tli ultimo, respecting a proposal by the Government of 
India to undertake certain works at Bassidu, on Kislun Island, in the Persian Gulf, at 
an estimated cost of 3,!I03 rupees. . , 

As Si-civtarv Sir E. Grey is aware, it, has for long been the practice ot this 
deeline to make contributions towards the upkeep or repair of cemeteries abroad, and 
they regret, therefore, that they cannot agree to share such portion of the expense as ,s 
connected xvith repairing the tombstones in the cemetery at Bassidu. lhe amount, 
involved ill this part of the work is not stated, but it: probably is not considerable ; and 
xvith this exception my Lords are prepared to accept ils a charge to British lands a 
moiety of the expenditure noxv proposed. ^ 

(Signed) G. H. MURRAY. 


[15490] No - - i7 - 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdwartl Grey.—(Received April 24.) 

(No. 229.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Sf. Petersburg!!, April '24, 1909. 

1 read to M. Isvnlskv the substance of your telegram N'o. 001 of the 23rd instant, 
XV-ill, which bis Excellency expressed complete agreement, lie hopes that you will find 
nothing lo object to in the telegram which he is circulating to all tile capitals. 

This afternoon M. Isvnlskv told mo that a telegram had ... received from the 

Vicernv of the Ik,liras,is stating that it would be impossible for the force to start till 
Wednesday next. I observed that this meant great delay, and said that I had hoped 
that by this time the force xx-as already on its xvay. A telegram has been scut by 
M. Isvnlskv to urge the Viceroy to lake all possible steps to hasten the departure of tho 
force. |(is Excellency said that he had made arrangements to see the. (,'hief of the Stall 
this afternoon in order to discuss with him the possibility of hurrying on an advance 
jjaard at once. In reply to his inquiry as to whether I thought it would be safe to 

„ I on an advance guard, I told him that it xx'as really impossible for.to oiler an 

opinion on this point, but that the urgent matter was that there should be as little 
delay as possible in getting the force to Tuhrcez. 


[15460] No. 248. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Urey.—(Received April 24.) 

(No. 313 ) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. Tehran, Agril 24, 1999. 

BELGIAN Director of Customs at Bushiro and “ Persepolis.” 

The chief customs otlicer, acting under orders from Tehran, bus diverted 1,200 
tomans from the customs receipts, in order to buy coal for the “ Persepolis,” in spite 
of the arrangement concluded botxveen His Majesty's consul-general and himself 
xvlu-rcbv these receipts xvere to lx. impounded pending a satisfactory settlement. It Is 
well kunxvn that the " Persepolis" is to take on bourn the Darya Beggi and what force 
lie can collect, to lx- used against Bushiro, at Bussorah. 


L 






The followin'; is an extract from Major Cox’s telegram No. 387 :_ 

"Thin action not only constitutes n flngrant Invacl, of faith with me personally 
lm . it tie* money .l. taino.1 by our arrangement with the Nationalists in the Customs 
s to I,.* used to actively assist the Darya Beggi to reach Bt.shire in the interests of 
tin* .Shah .Hit goo,| faith apd neutral attitu.le will Is* entirely Compromised. Another 
i"|".i consuleralion is that tins vessel is armed and there is nothing to prevent 

III. .1,1.1 lieggi. should t|„. Shall ..struct him, from intimidating the Sheikh „f 

Mol,., on,ei.di into handing i.ver to him the local customs receipts and providing me,, 
or l. ishiie, I suhniittcd. therefore, that in these circumstances wo would lx; justified 
" "it”"""? /i™"" 1,1111 "" «‘»not thus actively participate in the 

' I , ' ," U "’ . ersepohs, and in consideration of the methods employed we must 

oDjBOt to her putting to sea. 1 J 

Ills Majesty s eonsiil-general has warned the oflicer-in-conimand that, until he 
ohlain- a reply Iron, me, he will not he ahl,* to allow the vessel to sail. I have approved 

Majo. t ."xs . mstrneled him t hat .ship must lx* detained until the money 

altstnieteil has he,.,I i. lui,.led, and until such time has thereafter elapsed as may in 

the "P"„o" ,o the Ilritisl, ... Naval Oflicer, lx* suflicient lor coalite, the 

diverh'd" ' "* ,lUott,1 y <loi» by means of the money 

I have informed the I’ersian Coven,nienl of these instructions, ami have explained 

.. "l.the arrangement as to the impounding of the customs receipts, it 

o, d h" a violation ol the neutrality, which the legation earnestly desires to oL-rvc, 
to allow tin- \vs.seI in Im> coaled in tins niiuiiior. 

I have I icon earetul, in my note, not to exclude the possibility of a further 
l :er I a i Id v' i, a vi • 1, ■ ft ' " " n S lstit, ' ls sl 1,1 been in possession of the tow,;, she could not 

e,„.sid l :: : 'd 1 l< '#‘ 1 ' l :.; h " ,d llis M 1 , U c * l *>;' s 0< "» il 'l-;l>* , nonil if you think that this 
ousidei at a hi will lustily a permanent detentien of the “ Pcrsopolis.” 


(No 'll) l ' 1,1 hk/ir«rt/ Grey .—(Received April 21.) 

Tehran, April 24, 1909. 

genend’iuTahreexU''" 1 ' 1 ' ^ f ° ll ""' i "K telegram, Na*.#9, from His Majesty’s consul- 

and nrmZ'Ihl 'f??*"W *? 1 ',' 1 'i’ allo "' i "S I 1 "'™'"™ to enter the town, 
cold. 1,1 h. J'; , ,'" " V" * V r 1 " 1 " !!' lc b’ rl " 11 suttse to the Shah. This 

I, . • t. lie done as the telegraph Inn* was not in working order. Ain-ed- 

Dovi It "iiilly seemed disposed to give Ins permission. He was later much di&Jtrbed 

" I learn (In* above from a report hy mu* delegates at Bnsmmch.” 


'll ', ) <! ln Sir Mwiril Grey. — (Received April 2*1.) 

t v 1 ■ . * * Tehran, April 21, 1909 

” *\. * "'XftniiHMit mid now issue lit oil Him revs, 

tie I’ersiat, C-ye,-am,.at learn that attention lias Iteet, given t„ their interests 
i 1 ',I" here, .shares.. Svndieate). " 

l,m , - ■-»w-- r ... ^ ,i,.. Mi„is„*r 

II*. "Alla,,-, «l.„ |u,s written to m.* privately that the Persian I Worm, lent 
• "" "yh s ptypalieed l.y tin* illegal action of the ceiicessioimaire, uml will 

" ■ ,l,u "bitnlcs ol the new Company which they cannot recognise. 


101 


[15471] No. 251. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received April 21.) 

(No. 316.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 7’c/iran, April 24, 1900. 

KARUN irrigation. 

llis Majesty’s consul at Moharamerali has forwarded to me by post Sir W. 
Willcocks' conclusions as to irrigation from Kerkha and Karun. 

With reference to your telegram No. 17 to Cairo, shall 1 telegraph details of his 

views ? 

The scheme, ho says, would he highly remunerative, and 250,0001. would probably 
cover the cost. 


[15473] No. 252. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 24.) 

(No. 317.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Tehran, April 24, 1909. 

IAB11EEZ. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 100, from llis Majesty’s consul- 
general at Tubreez:— 

■■ 1 lc . am confidentially that my Turkish colleague is stirring up the Nationalists 
ami assuring them that the only safe course is for Turkish troops to participate in the 
occupation. \ shall sec him this afternoon with my Russian colleague. 

“The Nationalists cannot keep the same opinion for two davs, and seem utterly 
devoid of common sense. Mutual suspicion and terrorism are tin* order of the day, and 
no one dares express Ids real ideas or wishes. 

“ They arc now organizing an agitation, professing that anything is preferable to 
loreign occupation, led on by the declaration of some fanatics that the armistice and 
opening of the road are mere pretexts for a permanent establishment of Russian 
control.” 

1 have written to Sadreddin Bey stating that I can hardly believe that his consul- 
geneial can have Jeon guilty of such highly reprehensible conduct. 

My Russian colleague, at my request, is also bringing the matter to Sadreddin 
Bey’s notice. 


[15474] No. 253. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 24 ) 

(No. 318.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 24, 1909. 

IHJSHIRE customs and “ Persepolis.” 

With relerence to mv telegram No. 313, of to-day, I have received the following 
telegram, No. 389. from llis Majesty's consul-general at Bushin;:— 

" A guard of riflemen stationed on hoard was in charge of the ship, while Seyyid 
Murteza was in authority." 1 


115481] 


No. 251. 


Sir G. Barclay In Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 24.) 

i No. 319.) 

(telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 24, 1909. 

SIIAII and Constitution. * 

His Majesty wits present lit a Council held this morning at tin; Palace, to discuss 
tin* question of the Constitution, and 1 hear, on tin* highest authority, that llis attitude 
"as distinctly favourable. 

The Shalt was strongly urged hy the Minister for Foreign Allaire to follow the 
advice given to him hy tin* Representatives of Great Britain and Russia. My informant 
[1649] 2 1) 
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thinks that Saad-ed-Dowleh will eventually gain his point, in spite of the very 
considerable opposition with which his suggestions were met to-day. 

I have pointed out to his Excellency how much it is to be desired that Ilis Majesty 
should act upon our recommendations promptly. 

I o-morrow a further meeting of the Council is to be convoked. 


[15482] No. 255. 

8m* G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grcu.—(Received April 24.) 

(No. 320.) 

(Ielegni|)hk) Tehran, April 24, 1909. 

I wad to-day to tin* Minister for Foreign Affairs, a summary of the reports received 
from Iks Majesty’s consul-general as to the obstructive attitude of the Royalist 
Uenorals on tin; ijuestion of the food supply for Tubrcez. 

lie n.|>li.*i| till) 1 Amir 'i aug li.-xl doubtless .scut secret oislers to subordinate oflicers, 
anil tliul till- •lilli.-ulty mi! thus arisen. He told me, further, that the Shah was much 
hurl bv the suspicion I lint In- hud not sent the promised instructions to Ins Generals, 
and declared that he had sent them. 


[15483] 


No. 256. 


Tehran, April 24, 1909. 


H°1 ) S ' r (1 ,l " rc,a ' 1 10 Sir Edti’urd Grey,—(lleeeived April 24.) 

(Telegraph ie.) I*. 

A I 1111 III*. "I I urkish Consul-General at Tahrcc/,, 
at Tallies •-’" iV " <1 NV "> 1 , from Ilis Majesty’s consul-general 

„ .H'"** K , ' l "’ , ' a N.V. ..dially co-operating with us. 

” 'to iclereiice to my telegram No. 11)0. 

. .,., n '.... ^ ” n *i'’’ I urkish consul-general, who assured us of his 

Willi reference to inv telegram No. 317. 

asked' his'c ::;r « 1 a , 'v " ,r . ., 1 T " ii ‘ i . si : ( ti.«t i, e 

:ftiwTr::,Si^:.’:i| ,,c .* - . ... lu ti* «**&»,* 


[15287] 


No. 207. 

Sir Eduard Grey to Sir G. Hardily. 


(No. am _ 

I Ippi-rtv,! 1 "”''"" N "' :! " n ,,f ll "' - ;!r ' 1 Oxide in7L°Po7simf Gulf!’ ' 9 ° J ' 


[154711 


(No. 204.1 
(Telegraphic.) I'. 
PI.KASK let m. 


No. 208. 

Sir liilward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

i i . Foreign Office, April 24, 1909. 

v “ sinnnmry ,.| Willmcks 1 views on the subject 

see v.mr tc cc-raio aw; ... . 1 .. J 


.." O'yiapi, a sinunmrv o| \\ iIlisK-k 

mention I win Karim (see your telegram No. 310 of to-dav). 
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[15386] 


(No. 08.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


No. 25fi*. 


Sir F. Bertie la Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 24.) 


YOUR telegram No. 320, Urgent, of to-day. P“"3, April 23, 1900. 

I informed tlie Political Director tills evening that, in view of the joint general 

1 e ' llnrX'Fr oJr r° ^glMI and Russia, His Majesty’s Govenimcnt 
r, ..' aS7 a Govpmnont .would proceed at once with tin- selection of a 

osnrer-UcnernI and an Inspector of hinances for Persia. 


113313 


No. 257*. 


i "■ 202.) 

11 ■ legraphie.) R. 

1 < U K telegrams 
I approve. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


V an,I am .... ,, Porciyn Office, April 24, 1909. 

Noa. 30.1, .410, 311, and 312 of the 23rd April. 
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[15460] No. 250. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. liarclay. 

(No. 205.) 

(icieftnipljic). P. _ Foreign Office, April 24, 1909. 

111 h action reported by you in your telegram No. 313 of to-day lias the approval 
of His Majesty s Government. 

I am instructing Ilis Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire to refer to me for further 
instructions before lie allows the “Persepolis” to leave. 


[15471] 


No. 2GO. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Gorst. 


(No. 10.) 

(1 olographic.i P. Foreign Office, April 24, l‘>09. 

.. .BARCLAY telegraphs that he has now receiveil Willcocks’ views on the 

subject of irrigation from Karim (see your telegram No. 17 of the 17th instant). 


[15460] 


No. 261. 

Sir Edward Grey to Major Cox. 


(l< lc„rapine.) P. Foreign Office, April 24, 1909. 

\()U should refer to me for further instructions before allowing the “ Persepolis' 
to leave Bushire. 1 


[15492] 


No. 202. 


^ ^ Sir A. S’icolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 25.) 

(I eli.'grnphic ) P. St. Petemburgh, April 25, 1909. 

K.) 1 Cult telegram No. 007 of the 23rd instant : Danger of troubles at Tehran, 
hussmn Government have sent telegraphic instructions to the Russian Charge 
(I Affaires at Icliran to join with llis Majesty’s Minister in informing the Persian 
■overnment, if necessary, that if any disorders occur as intimated by the Minister of 
* an intervention may take place which would hrobably lead to consequences 
disagreeable to the Persian Government and to those who would be responsible for the 
troubles. Russian Government add that the Charge d’AIVaircs is also to state that the 
o 'loots lor which an advance will be made is to facilitate payment of arrears to the 
soldiers, and that therefore it. depends on the Shah to obtain this assistance by 
(FntTof ft) r0 ^ J ' t0 l * 1C a '* V ' CU wb ' cb bas been given by the two Representatives. 

Tn the Memorandum which I addressed to the Russian Government I had 
mentioned that tho consequences of an intervention would be disagreeable to the Shah, 
hereas in the Russian Memorandum it is the Persian Government who are threatened 
" ith disagreeable consequences. 

that , it «J{W havo beci1 ^ter if the Russian Government had omitted 
ho last paragraph of their instructions to M. Sabline, but it is hardly worth while 
trjing to have the instructions modilied, as they have already been dispatched. 


[15484] Na 203. 

(No 3°2 ) ^ Sarelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 25.) 

* U AlOiUSTAN irrigation. Aj "' d lm 

316 "" April ' 1 ... . <•» 
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.In h "- W. dloeck s opinion the works on the Euphrates and Tigris should be 
cuiri.Ml "Ht Ill-hire commencing on the Kanin on uccount of the damage-wliieli would 
otherwise result m the date groves on the ShuU-l-Arnb. He estimates the cost of the 
Jvarun works at aOO.OOO/. e 

Kcrkha, which would cost some 250,000/., should, he thinks, first tie utilized. 


[15485] No. 201. 

^ ,, )M ^ Sir G. IJarcluy to Sir Eilirard Grey.—(Received April 25.) 

fr.di-graiihic j lt Tehran, April 25, 1009. 

2„h April AN S refcre »“ your telegram No. 201 of the 

As regards irrigation from the Korkha, 750,000 acres, comprising the whole tract 

lung ictwcen the I urkish ... and the Karun from llawizch to the Shut-el-Arab 

could la- irrigated by n -loriug tin- dam at Xal.r llashem. Xizam-es-Sullaneh Vl-d m] 
Nj.hr llashem itself, hut Arabs under the Sheikh of .Mohammerah inhabit the district 
alh etuii, | he uni nil I-.,si of these works would he 250,000/. The tribesmen e, „1<I , 11 1 

%T\ ..'/"T «'••• -»m work was c pleh-d cic S Lldf 

could he exercised by one European and a few Indians. -supervision 

ce ,'V rilll "' ,v “'"."K ,,u ' ri « h ! ," f <l ,e Karun could then pay well, and would bo 
limer,. J «'V'tl,« nver^t T™*' JC0 " 0 “5 to i " terf, ™‘“ navigation of die 

A n kculaliii^ weir at Aliwa/. would In* u&jessary for irrigation fmm #)*« i' .. i 

■ ’ ’" h 1 'll irrigation works, but until then they would suffer .-r -Lllv 

. mi) mterlerenee with the waters of tin- Karun. «iuitly 

Sir \V. Will,-neks sillers these works of suUieienl i.nporlanei- to justify the 

^4 fldfS: hlfer eouh[ l^madi £° . . ° f *• ^ «• 


[15486! No. 205. 

(No. :(-| ) ,S " <l W "' y/ "-7 10 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. 

TA lilt FEZ. Tehran, April 2o, 1000. 

at Ta'bieea':— '**'* 1 U4 * mw N,, ‘ 102 fi °'» Hit, Majesty's eonsul-genera, 

the Ifrifetll 0 " tlU ; l "- i " ri,y " 1 ' l '“' I'-'l-uiationlook ..-ably on the advent of 

" Some members of the local assembly went to the teloomnl. onto i . • , 

... ..*.. tK*.. rmtnttHlKtfci!?' 

.1,,. imiulbni!:^;!;,'ti 11 ' y* is ni u, l ^ 


[15487! No. 2(10. 

(No. 1125.) Si ' UttrCla!> 10 S ‘ r Ed "'“ nl frr H-~(lteceived April 25.) 

Telegraphic.) If. . 

, A N«; I .< Mil SSI AN representations.] 4pril 2C ' 1»°9. 

morning.' ^ ** -I'poimmeut on .Minister for Foreign Affairs this 

replied hi'M s,c/uvmu"sliT^i^^^ 
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reatfr to iliseuss privately with the Minister for Foreign Affairs such composition of 
the Cabinet; as would in their opinion inspire confidence 1 

Minis,cr for Foreign Affairs said that Shall had kept no record of assurances given 
verba ly (see my despatch No. 221). His Majesty desired to have some record, and his 
Excel COO, who realized that wo could not give thorn officially in writing, proposed 
that the Representatives, answer to a private inquiry from him, might remind £ in 
a private letter of what dragomans had said in December, giving text and s .tine b n 
they, had the authority of the Representatives for these assu™.^ IhZerteFW™ 
Affairs points out that if this request is refused the Shah will be suspicious ^ 

Cl i • “V V? , I>r0mlS ° C0 " lp ! lauo ° t,lis r ‘-'l> l “' lo [group undeeyphoraWol upon the 
Shall s official acceptance of programme. It was only the sympathy ie f V | encouragc- 

" 1C (Sen. to St.:te£S|* ' "' aS 1>r0miSel1 iH Certail ‘ continseneies. 


[154881 No. 207. 

(No T'O ) ^ G ' B " rclay 10 Sir Iidw « r ’l Grey—(Received April 25.) 

(It h, i.ipliic ) R Tehran, April 25, 1009. 

j . DJ ERSBUUC.il telegram No. 22!) [of the 24th instant]. 

In view of unfortunate delay in the dispatch of the force to Tabreez, mv Russian 
colleague and r are pressing for six days’ extension of armistice. ’ ’ 

(Kepeated to St. Petersburg!!.) 


H5489] No. 208. 

(No 3-57 ) S>r G ’ ll " rC '" !l ‘° m EJward Gre H—(deceived April 25.) 

(Telegraphie.) I’. , . .. . 

PROVISIONS for Tabreez. Apnl 25 ’ 190 °- 

Tabreez':—* S °" 1 No ' 67 to His Mqjerty*. consul-general at 

•' Hie MimsU-r for Foreign Allairs I,as just written to me that the Shah, at the 
i.ieiliran. l,! iv !' ; 'T Z t Anj '' ,,u 'r ,i,s . t V lc 'K ra l ,llc<I 'iw^ietions to all his generals t.,, 
•laai'litV or time. At the'same B.ne^^^Tlhite'c^^on'‘ofCt'lC^Wmffi'red ^ t( ’ 

r,«p“, s Isns-a 

.. pi ' 1 “ n 1 t,e '- . 1 '""O Jelegra])hed in this sense to Ills .Majesty. 1 

sail, if sim K s-ri!.‘i!- > ‘ t l,l! -' , ’" r . 1 obs< i , ,' vat . ,, ’" s - P»«ticularly as to ubetluir it would be 
situation " 1 ' 1 th0 Kuss,n " ,K lpe> "* view of the present changed 


.15522] No. 209. 

(No ’ll ) ^ A p ' ,colsm 10 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

•Sir ** '* 

mmmumm 

Ills Majesty observed, with a suiiie, that wo had landed a force of bluejackets at 
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Hush ire. I said that this step had been rendered absolutely necessary on account of 
the disorders in the town, and it was undertaken simply with the object of protecting 
the lives and properties of foreigners. The Kmperor remarked that a similar condition 
of things existed in the north of Persia. As 1 saw what was in liis mind, I said that 
my (Government had always recognized the right of the Russian Government to take 
steps to protect the lives and properties of foreigners in the north of Persia; but I 
admitted that a certain sect ion of British public opinion was always ready to criticize 
the action of foreign < loverriinents in certain circumstances, which action they 
considered quite natural and defensible when Great Britain found herself placed 
in similar circumstances. I submitted that the views of Ilis Majesty’s Government and 
not those of other pimple were tin; important points to keep in consideration. 'As 
soon as order was re-established in Bushiro tin? bluejackets would be withdrawn. 

Ilis Majesty said he was a little anxious as to the Resht-Tehran road being kept 
open, as it was essential that Tehran should not he cut oft' from all communication with 
the outside world. 

I have, Arc. 

(Signed) A. NIC OLSON. 


[15524] No. 270. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edirard Grey. - (Received Auril 20.) 

(No. 2V,.) 9 

^ st. Petersburg^ April 10,1001). 

I II.WT. the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my telegram Xo. 202 
of to-day’s date, copy of an aidc-mcmnirc which I have received from the Imperial 
Ministry for foreign Allairs, respecting the amendments proposed by His Majesty’s 
Government in tin* programme of Persian reforms. 

I have, Arc. 

(Signed) A. N1COLSON. 


Inelosuro in No. 270. 

Aith-mctnoire communicated to Sir A. Nicolson. 

LI'. Goiivernemenl Imperial aeceptc la proposition du Cabinet do Londros, 
mentionnec dans I’aide-memoirc de I'Ambassade l)ritanni«|ue < 1 u .">1 mars, auneo 
eourante. de supprimer dan- la eommunication a i'airo an Sehah le passage, du 
paragraph** ii Ji.vant rapport a letnblissement d’une (’ommissioii do ContnMe, et 
eonummeaiil par |.*s mots, “ L’appui pour la eouelusiim,’' Aar., ninsi quo les alineas (a), 

I.c (n"ivcriiemi'iit ru—*• croil, toutefois, rju’il seruit indispensable (l’avortir des & 
present l«* Sehah que I appni des deux GmivernemeniN pour la conclusion d’un cm prunt 
h-*ra aeeorde n**n S'ulemeiit a la condition de I’approbation juvalaldo do cel emprunt 
par 1 As-rmMee i’*leeiive, niais aussi sous certain**.- garanti. s doht la nature fprmera 
I t d mi eeliiuigc tie vucs 11 11 * • ii< • *ir entn* les Cabinets do Suint-Potersbourg et do 
Loudres et Ii* t iunvi>rii**ment persan. 

. .un"|*" 1 M.'*•, Ii. iJ.iiiv.tiu-ui.-iiI I■..]>■'rial propose il'insi'rordans le paragraphe 6 , 

“‘.’" T- 1 "-.l* ;,,, *'‘ , l>' decision .1.1 M.-.ljliss," la phrase suivante: 

la I...SM- el la 'ir:imli-llr*-iii ) >nn am.r.l.-r<.iii -, la I’.-rsc, sous c-rtaines garauties qui 
former--i11 I -I-li t -I mi •vl.ai.-.-e .I.- viu-s uli.-ri.-ur i-nin- h-s iloux Puissances et lo 
houveriieincnt persan, leur appni on vue de la conclusion de eet emprunt " 

Le'joever,lenient Imperial s.* ,.l a it a cs,u<rer .pie lo Cabinet do Londrca n'aura 
P'lint il i.hj.-.-iams a i-i-lii- ii.iulifi.-aliim ilu paragraphe Ii .In programme en question ot 
. . Il " r ,"' v . *» • | **' l "*'> ii •*•• #i*j«* -Ians tin .l.-lai aussi href qua 

:i ! i . . . enw ^ p ar tisi » 
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115525] No. 271. 

Sir A. S'ic'.lsun to Sir Edwurd Grey. —( Received April 20.1 

(N’o. 2*14.) 

Sir. r StSPelersburyli, April 10,11)09. 

W ! III reference to my telegram No. 203 of to-day’s date, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of an aide-memoire, which 1 have received from the Imperial 
Minim rv lor Foreign Allaire respecting the proposed mediation between the Nationalist 
and Royalist parties at Talireez. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 271. 

Aide-memoir e communicated lo Sir A. Nicrnmn.. 

I.h (Jmveruemcnt Imperial n’a pas d'nbjections it ce quo le Consul-GemSral 
1 1 .i;ii.t.i. jin- el Ii* I -it, in! dii Consiilnt - General tit* Russie a Tauris, sans offrir 
f-rii"-lli-iiu-nt mix Natinnalistes lour mediation en vue d’une solution paeilifiue do lour 
111 !"' coiitro le Sehah, sondent ccs deruiers quant uux conditions qu'ils jugeraient 

. .ptahh-s. M. Miller a deji. reyu les instructions ndeessaires de ^entendre icvec son 

e lli-giu- .1 Angletcrre par r.iiipiirt mix m.-surcs qui pouiTnient ctre prises .1 ccs fins, et 
il si-ruit extrCmemont desirable .(uc Mr. Wratislaw suit muni sans retard d’instructions 
analogues. 

II est hors de dilute quo toule action mediatrico devrait fltre com-entrdc 
(•xclusiven.ent dans les mains des Roprusentauts consulaires russe et britaqinque. 
, mti-rveiition dans les affaires jiolitiques de la Perse des Reprdsentants d'autres 
n.issances a etc systemntiquement ucartee de tout temps, et il est dans I'interet de la 
Uitssi.-.et lie l’Angleterre d'ohserver le nu-me principc dans le cas actuel. Atinde 
inyvi-mr I nnmixtion d'nutres Consuls dims les alfaire.s de Tauris M. Miller et Mr. 
\\ i.ilislaw poiirniient, en cas do liesoin, fair.; comprendre anx chefs du iiarti constitu- 
M "iiel que sils demandeiit la ffddiation d’autres ROjr&entants consulaires ceuic do la 
*'!])"' . et lle 111 (! ™<ib-Rrctngm; s’ahstiendront do Unite participation ii faction 
nicsuatnce. 

11 a pres les rensoignoinents que le MinisU-rc viont de reccvoirdo Tauris, il y a lieu de 
Clone que les Natioiialistes do cette ville ddsiroht surtnut qu’m.e Constitution suit 
(lotniyce, qu line aiimistie plcaicrc- soil pinelamee, i-l quo les habitants puissont ganlor 
11 - urines qui sunt h-ur propriety person nolle, tout >-n livraut an tiouvermimeiit eelles 
V ,appart.omioiit.j .Is demandent, outiii, unu gamntie diplomatique cm.Ire lo 
u mlilisscmcnt il*? laiieien regime. 

1,- (b.iivi-n,emoiit Imperial estime que ces ildsirs sunt eu grande iiartie eonlbrmes 
mix c.mseils quo les deux tJouveriic-munts out en vile de donner au .Sehah. (Juant a la 

j!«n.nt"- il.pl.it.qu.-, il serait puut-fitre possible de fi.iro savoir mix Nationidislos quo 

• ^ <l»*ux Gouv*?riiements insistent uupro.s du Selmli preeisdmem sur l ii«tr> diietion des 
r V ■«!!«* ( 1«« ,,u ‘ttront delinitivemeiit fin an regime dont l**-s Xatiomdistes rednutent Je 
iftalilissement. 

Saint- Pvtersbdurij > h 2 (15) avril, 1909. 


[15528J No. 272. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Recmcd April 20.) 

(No. 24S.) 

lr ’ \t levmerv t , , . , St. Petersburg, April 19, 1909. 

M. IM OI.MvI informed me last evening that ho accepted the modilioalious in tbo 
piogriimiiie of refunnsto be presented to the Shall which von had c„n,mumealed to 
Hie m your telegram No. oils of the 17th instant, and that he would send to-dav the 
ti' i-e-sary instruetiiius to the Russian Charge d'Alfaire, at Tehran. The inslrm'lions 
"III not lie dispatched till this evening, as the final revise lias to ho previously 
eiilmmtcd to the Emperor. I said that probably Sir t J. Ib,relay would have received 
in, instructions to-day, and that doubtless M. Sahline, even if his Imd not arrived 
would not hesitate to act with his Rritish colleague as the matter was urgent. 








ar. Isvolsky had recotyci] (ho stimo information from Tt.broos! as that which 
■Mr. \\ ratislaw had commimptfcl, and also the threat of the Turkish Charge d’AITair™ 

i, , , ia "Y' z JViis provisioitcd his Cover.eat would take strong measmv 3 

M. Isvol-kv said (hat he was debating whether it might not lie well if the Itu«shn 
(mvermtienl wore to threaten the Shah (hat, unless he permitted a certain quantity of 
food-stuiTs to ho introduced for the foreign colonics, such supplies would be sent to 
lahre. Z from ■fiilfa, and their entry obtained, if necessary, by force. lie would have 
to consult with Ins colleagues in the Cabinet, but the idea appeared to him to be 
pci 1 m| of fionio use. Ho did not like, lx* to abstain from taking any measures 

for supplying the foreigners with tin- necessary means of subsistence. 

i . 1 , Jjtat In* bad received information from Astara that the town 

was wing threatened by Caucasians who had comb from Reslit, and who announced 
their ‘mention of taking the life of the Russian Consul. As the place was close to the 
Russian frontier, troops would probably be sent to afford the necessary protection. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


115532] No. 273. 

( str A - Nicolson to Sir Edward 'Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

WITH reference ..y telegram No. 207 of the^j-tlfinstanU ha”! dishonour 

1 havu ~ -wd u 

I have; &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inelosure in No. 273. 

M. [s to Is la/ to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Mon ehcr AmbuKsudeur,. Smnt.Pitersbourg, U 3(1 (!) nvril, 100!). 

.11 eons devoir urns Intro suvotr qu’umsi quo funnoneen't les deraihm. nouvtjllbs 

6 Oin it" '' t" V -' " . I ,: "' a.s l>ni.<l.s do Turcomans dont le t,ombre utteint 

CO , (lit on, et qmnut eternises "ii niouvement pur les parlisnns du Seltal, rout re |„ s 

f^ 1 " .""V IVS -, V" .. -le qu.-k,u.« “sTt 

hvres an Const,! d,. Ituss,,, |„ vill. . lo danger ,1'L- mi*. 

nomhieux habitants out pris bent an Consult t. ° ’ 

. ^ '«*•«’pM.»WU*.im,h Gotnnbe*-i.Kal)bus dose rettdn. 

i’ll tout" hate avec son oscortu it Aslrabad. 

Votre sinreivment ddvoud, 
(Signd) ISVOLSKY. 


[15533' Xo; 274. 

(No. 253.) Sl> A ' Kinlm ” 10 Slr K,lmrd Gr '-H'~(i:>veivc,l April 2(i.) 

proposed mtr.nluetion off,„„! into T, three/.. ” ^ ru *l lw * , "S tl,tf 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


10D 


Inclosure in No. 274. 

M. hvoUktj to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Mou (-her AmlKissndeur, Saint-Pctersbourij, le avril. 1909. 

LK Gerant du ('onsulat-General de Russia it Tauris, do concert avec les autres 
Consuls dans cette ville, seat mlressS an Charge d’ Affaires de Russie ii Td I id rim en le 
priaiit d’obteuir du Gouverngment du Sclmh lautorisation de laisser entrer it Tauris 
80 kharvars de farine pour le Consulut de Russie et les sujets russes dans cette ville. 
M. Miller a ajoutd que cette quantitd de farine pourrait sufKre pour deux mois, et quo 
les autres Consuls adressaient uue pribre analogue a lours Legations respeetives. 

En si* rdfemnt ii co teldgramme du Gdrant du Consulat-Gdndral. M, Sabline nous 
inlbriiie quo le flouvernqmeiit persan refuse l'mitorisation demandde tout.es les 
Legations et insisto pour quo les Consuls quittent Tauris. Le Chnrgd d'Alfaires ajoute 
q e son eollegue fie Turquie, ties indignd de ce refus, menace les Legations de Russie et 
dV la Grande-Bretagne de complications, si idles lie parviennent pas obtenir ladinission 
it- la farine pour les (Strangers ii Tauris. 

•le crois, de mon cote, que larrivde d’um* grande quantitd de vivres aux Consulats 
tl'* Tauris pourrait exposer ces (lenders aux dangers crune attuque de la part de la 
populace ulfuinde. Mais on pourrait peut etre obtenir le consentemont du (louverne- 
iii* *i 1 1 du Seim 1 1 a 1’ii ttiv nluction dans la ville, it plusienrs reprises, de quantitds moins 
considerables de farine pour les besoins des Consulats et de la colonie etrangere. 

.le ddsiremis connaitre votre avis it ce sujet et, si cette coinbinaisoii vous paralt 
pratique, des instructions en ce sens pourmieut etre envoydes it Mr. Barclay et it 
M. Sabline. 

Votre sinebrement ddvoud, 
(Signd) ISVOLSKY. 


[15535] No. 275. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

(No. 255.) 

^‘ r ’ f St. Petersburg, April 20, 1909. 

M. |S\ OLSKY asked me to call upon him this morning,and informed me that the 
iiews which lie had received from Tabree/. was alarming, and that an attack on the two 
< oiisiilate.s bad been threatened for to-day. lie had sent last night an urgent telegram 
to M. Sabline t«. lose no time in demanding from (lie Shall that immediate orders should 
h-- sent to allow 150 klmrvars of wheat to l>e daily introduced into Tubree/. for the 
u;*. .,| tin* foreignei'S and of the peaceable population ; and to inf.im His Majesty that, 
unless this request was at once granted, the Russian Government would themselves 
take measures to cause the necessary supplies to cuter the town, lie had also instructed 
th- Russian Consul, by telegraph, to make known to the population of'Tnhrccz the steps 
which had been taken by the Russian Government, in the hope that it would have a 
calming (fn.-et on the populace. 1 here was then the question **fsaving the (’onsulsand 
tti.* ..tlit-i* foreigners, and he asked what news I had. I gave M. Isvolsky tie- substance 
ol l,,e «'T rains which I had nxvived from Sir G, Barclay, and I told him also that I 
\sas authorized t*> inquire ol him whether the Russian Government could not send a 
Kn,; 'H l ! M ‘ er "f Cossacks to assist in s-euring the safe withdrawal of the Consuls and the 
' dier foreigners wlm might wish to h av, . His ICxcelloncy said that this qtiestion had 
i 11 delsited with the Minister of \\’ar on the previous evening, and it was considered 
that tlie dispatch of a “small force might lie a risky proceeding ; and, moreover, lie 
questioned whether it might not In- la tter t . wait to ascertain the results of the steps 
'vidcli were to he taken at lehran, and also tlx* effect which the announcement of the 
Russian Consul might have on the population of Tubree/.. I t .id bis Excellency that 
'hi info)nialion in my possession seemed to indicate that it was exceedingly doubtful if 
'<i- Shall would consent to the step which M. Sabline was to propose. Ifli’e refused the 
•• '[" ration ol tlx* people would Ik- worse than ever, and precious time would have been 
"st. His Excellency said that if the attack on the Consulates were to take place 
t day 0 Was clear that the troops would arrive too late, as they could not reach 
al.iet/. li-m Julia under two or three days. I said that this was true, but that 
perhaps tin* attack would not take place on the date fixed, and that if it were known that 
tr<>op> were -*n their way the plan would probably he abandoned. I understood that 
[HUH] ' o p . 
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the attack was to he made with a view of inviting an intervention; and if it were known 
that one was imminent the attack would have no object. There were the lives of our 
Consuls and nl the other Europeans to he considered. 

M. Isvolsky said lie would speak again with the .Minister of War, and asked me 
to call again upon him in the afternoon. I have just returned from seeing his 
Excellency,^and he iiif.rmed me that orders had been sent to dispatch a force to 
Tahreez. The number and composition of the force would he left to the authorities in 
the Caucasus to deckle. The Ollicef Commanding would receive orders to protect ti e 
Consulates and foreigners, to facilitate the entry of food into the town, and to assist in 
tli(! wipjirtiiro of imy loioi^nor w ho nii^ht wish to leave. I should mention, ns regards 
the entry of food, that M. I churykofl, who was present at my morning’s interview" had 
observed that there was plenty of food waiting, to enter, and if a road were opened 
supplies would How in at once. 1 

I venture to think that the Russian Covernment have taken a decision which was 
imperatively called 11,r by the circumstances. None can regard the departure of a 
Russian three as in any way intended to support the authority of the Shah, as it is 
Kfint to rdlove n town besieged by his forces, and in which are Europeans exposed to 
most serious dangers. Ii would not have been possible to leave the Consuls mid 
Europeans to their iiito without an etfort being made to save them, and, indeed the 
presence ol the Russian force will he entirely to the advantage of the Nationalists,'and 
will, It IS hoped, prove to the Shah that the patience of the two Governments is 
becoming exhausted. It is to ho trusted that the force will not arrive too late. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


(15538! No. 279. 

i)r ^ slr A. Siodson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ueeeimtl April 20.) 

Slr ’ I HUM' , , . S/. Prtersliurijli, April 21, 1009. 

I 11 \\It the honour ft. transmit herewith the trunsluti.m of a coniiiiiinioinS 
published „i this mornings “ Olliciul Messenger," relative to the state of aflaiis in 
Ialiieez, and to the instructions which have lieen issued to the Viceroy of the Caucasus 
to hold liunself in readiness I,, dispatch a column of Russian troops to' that town. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inelosure in No. 270. 

Ktirucl from the “ OJ/ieitil Mmneitijer ” of April 21 1009 

translation.) 

AC( •olilMNG to information received by the St, Petersburg), Telegraphic Agency 

"r "r .• ^'oiisidntc-(teueral a, Tahreez, the .CO of that towm 

drive,, lo desnetat iqii by starvation, will, the •• lidais" at their head, intend to plunder 
in then see,-1, lor hr, .,. , the Armenian ipiurters mid the Russian and Uiitish Consulates 
“ T " 1 '"j 1 " 1 ** <»• '!>•• movement calculate apparently that by this means, 

i , I, hi an e.xtioine ruse, In tin, murder ,.. ot the Consuls, Russian interventiun will 

moke.I. « neh «,II delay the surrender ol lahreez to the troops of the Shall and 
make It possible lor iho revolutionaries t„ eoneeal themselves. 

Ill view ol such a stale ,.l iill'aiis the Russian Government instructed their Retire- 

■. 1 •. ''■itryoneally demand o| the Shah orders for the immediate 

ndunssKiii into I abl e,-z .4 a siilhuionl quantil > of provisions for (lie needs of the foreign 
ousiilates, est'itihsliuients. and suojeets, mid also of the peaceable populiitioi, of the 

■mu I'lirllieriiioro the ( barge d Allures hits i.. instructed to infirm the Persian 

ooeiimI,-I,I hat lailure to cany ■ ill tins demand forthwith will compel Russia to take 

t'hevarri!:'' 'i'i'iiT '"T.. T''-""'" '’- V " r """ 1 of ll '>' "'>><1 to Tahreez lor 

til. •Ullage thither Ot provisions and in the deleiiee of Rnssiiu, mu] foreign establish- 
uieiits and siih)ects in that town. b tstauiisu- 

IV • 1 I " 1 " "K rt a,H * extremely alarming infornmtion as to tile state of 

nlhiirs m t hat town was received from the Director of tiie Co,isuiiitu.Qoneral at Tahreez 
““ ‘/f’ 1 , t ' lu 1 uetsion arrived at hv the starving populace mid “ lidais " to 

attack the Russ,,,,, and English Consulates in the i,m„edin<e°f,,uL Simihtr infonnl" 


111 


tinn iias been received also by the British Government, who on their part have notified 
to tiie Imperial Government the desirability of dispatching a detachment to Tahreez 
to enable foreigners so wishing to leave the town. 

Ill view of tiie aforegoing mid[with tiie permission of tiie Emperor, the Viceroy of 
the < uucosus was instructed to dispatch immediately a column of sufficient strength 
|,»r the defence of Russian and foreign institutions and subjects in the town, lor 
arranging for the transport of supplies for them, and also for the maintenance and 
guarantee ol communications between Tahreez and Julia. 

In view of information which has been received that tranquillity now prevails in 
Tahreez owing to orders of the Shall for the cessation of hostilities for six days and 
i„r the admission of provisions into the besieged town, the Viceroy of the Caucasus 
lias „hui ordered to delay until receipt ol lurther instructions the dispatch across 
the frontier ot the column destined for Tahreez, hut not to cease, however taking 
preparatory measures m the event of further com plications. 


[15544] No. 277. 

Sir A. Xicolson to Sir Ed word (ircy.— (Receive d April 20 ) 

(No. 201.) 1 

S |r ' St. Pclersliurtili. Anril 23 1 Otl'l 

M, ISVOLSKY told me yesterday that his news from Tahreezw’as not .^tistaetory. 
1 Am-ed-Dowleh stated that he hml received no orders to grant an armistice, though, 
all, r some discussion, he agreed to permit one road to lie opened for the passage of 
provisions. He assorted that the telegraph line from Bus,much to Tehran had not been 
in working order which probably accounted for the fact of his having received no 
instructions from lehr,.,, as to according an nrmistiee. M. Isvolsky was of opinion that 
lit no reliance could he placed on the word of the Ain-ed-Dowleh, and that probably 
Ilillauilties would arise as to the sale passage of provisions. Moreover, the Shall had 
inlornied the two Representatives that he would reflect over the proposals which had 
r;" " lulle t0 ' Um r , u ,g m ' (1 to <••>« promulgation of a Constitution, & c. The situation at 
at,'eez would probably become dangerous again at any moment, and he has about 
a "'j , " sult W? Minister ol finance and of War and with the Chief of the General 
I 11 , !,s l " "'“ethbr, m the circumstances, it would not he prudent to order the Russian 
.1, t .climent to advance to Tahreez. This step would secure the five passage of 
i",e.‘Sioux mid might also exercise an influence over the Shah to expedite his giving a 
favourable reply to the representations of the two Governments. 

Late last night 1 received a letter from M. Isvolsky, of which I have the honour to 
transmit a copy, stating that he finds that the telegraph line from Iiasmineh to Tehran 
i : - Hot Is-en interrupted, and that the Russian Consul telegraphs that the situation is 
more threatening than ever. 

la these circumstances the Russian Government consider that they can hesitate 
.10 longer ; and orders have been sent to move on the detachment at Julia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure ill No. 277. 

XI. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 

M"t, elver Ambassador, Saint-Pftrrsboury, to 9 (21) avril, 1909 . 

. . tlermeis telogrammes quo jo vtens dc reccvmr do'l’auris Jtalilissent d'unefacou 
'Ii f"- , entre , <•' TehtSmn n'a p„s eesstS do fonctionner, et 

fit I,. n'a itailhmuu,r<iriu vilh?' 1 *** d " S ° lwl ' C ° UCW '“ UUt 

.. ,!| l ,i|l UQ °' l x'‘| 3 • 110S Co " auls sm,t pMcds ast extroiiioinent dpinuuso uprbs 

1 population aunt pus dte cxdcutiies. M. Miller uSld»raphiu oue le 
'l inger ost plus inenafant quo jamais. " 1 “ 1 1 10 

(! Dans ees conditions d n’y a plus d'lnSsitution possible, ot nous uvons decichi do 
on mouvement sans retard le dutachemoni prepare i, Djoulfa. 

Votre sinefirement ddvoutS, 

_ (SigntS) ISVOLSKY. 
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whether any American citizens who may be in jeopardy may rely upon the protection 
of this expedition. 

I may mention tliat our Legation at Tehran has informed the Secretary of Stato 
that the American Consul at Tabreez regards the situation as desperate should tho 
joint representations made by Great Britain and Russia fail. He states that foreigners 
are not permitted to leave Tabreez, and that ho is powerless to do anything to 
protect them. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. R. CARTER. 


[156611 No. 281. 

Sir G. Barclay to tiir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

(.no. 328.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 26, 1909. 

TABREEZ. 

With reference to my immediately preceding telegram, I havo received the following 
telegram No. 103 of the 25th April. 

“Tire local assembly have sent a deputation to us with a copy of a telegram sent 
by the Shah for transmission to Ain-ed-liowleh and to each General personally. They 
arc ordered in this to open all roads, to do everything in their power to facilitate entry 
of provisions, to keep their present positions, and entirely to suspend hostilities pendirrg 
further orders. They have begged us that, until it is seen whether the Shah’s orders 
will Ire obeyed, tho Russian troops may trot advance. 

“ As we cannot rely on either party we think it best that tho Russian troops 
should trot be stopped until they are within reach of Tabreez, but that we might he 
authorised to say that they will only enter the town under circumstances of exceptional 
necessity. 

“ Itt this way tho safety of foreign subjects is most likely to be assured and a 
reconciliation made possible between the Shah and his people on tho lines of your 
representations.” 

The two consuls are probably right in advocating the dispatch of Russian troops in 
the interests of foreigners' safety; moreover, tho dispatch of Russian troops will 
undoubtedly incline the Shah to listen more favourably to our advice. 

It would be well to press home on the Shah tho lesson that Russian intervention is 
not necessarily in his favour as until now he has never realised this. 

We will, should the two Governments concur, authorise our eonsuls-general to 
make the declaration suggested, and might at the same time address to the Persian 
Government a joint note in the same sense. 

1 think that it is desirable that in order to demonstrate tho complete harmony of 
the two Governments I should associate myself with my Russian colleague in making 
this announcement. 


[15662] No. 282. 

Sir G. liarcluy to Sir Edward Grey.—(deceived April 20.) 

(No. 829.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 26, 1909. 

TABREEZ. 

1 have received the following telegram No. 104 of the 25th April from 11 is Majesty's 
consul-general at Tabreez. 

“ As the same situation could easily recur in a few days and for tho reason put 
forward in my immediately preceding telegram, I venture to suggest that it would be 
unwise to stop the troops. 

“Tim intense joy resulting from the Shah's concessions, which the Minister for 
Foreign A Hairs mentions, is rather exaggerated ; it will not in any wise Income evident 
until some result ensues, and this is still considered doubtful by the population. The 
people change their attitude hourly. I cannot follow their ideas or tell what their real 
wishes are.” 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 26.) 

(No. 330.) 

(Telojrn.pliic.) P. Tehran, April 20, 1909. 

THE Talmiez Local Assembly and Tagbi Ladeb, I am told, made an appeal yester¬ 
day to the Shall and his Ministers. They stated that Russian troops had already 
crossed the frontier, and urged that the best means ol avoiding foreign occupation would 
lx* the restoration of a constitutional regime. The Shah's concessions were the result of 
this appeal. He immediately sent instructions as to the observance of the armistice, &c. 
The (luestion of a constitution, however, was postponed for future consideration. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

(No. 331.) 

(Telegiaphic.) I'. Tehran, April 20, 1909. 

JOINT communication lo Shah regarding entry of troops. 

With reference to my telegram No. 328 ufthe 2$th April I should like to include a 
reference to Rnshire, if you can see your way to make this proposal, in the joint com¬ 
munication regarding the Russian troops for Tabreez, although I have already 
brought the object of landing bluejackets at that port to the knowledge of the Persian 
Government. 

Ry this means mv association with my Russian colleague in making this Communi¬ 
cation would be justified, and, further, the identic character of the motives inspiring the 
action of the two Powers would he further emphasized. 


[156611 No. 285. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 206.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 26, 1909. 

HIS Majesty's ConsulslOiieral may he authorized to make the proposed declaration 
in concert with tin* Russian Vieo-Coiisul »see your telegrams Nos. 328 and 329 of the 
2(ith instant ) if the Russian Government have sent similar instructions to their Charge 
d'AlTaires. 

You may join with Russian Charge d'AlTaires in addressing note in the same sense 
to the Persian Government. 


[154551 No. 28(5. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 207.) 

(Telegraphii 1 .) P. Foreign OJfice, April 26, 1909. 

llnlLMCZ Oxide. 

I have referred your inquiry (see your telegram No. 271 of the 17th instant) to 
Ellinger, who says that he cannot give a clofinit* reply because the demand for oxide, 
which it is impossible to foresee exactly, controls the rate at which Weir can ship it 
profitably, lie does not understand why you make the inquiry. 

The Moin has not notified his linn- of any interference with mining operations. 


[154871 No. 2S7. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 2(18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 26, 1909. 

YOf may repeat the assurances already given (see your despatch No. 321 of the 
29th December, 19081 in compliance with the request of the Persian Minister for Foreign 
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Affairs, reported in your telegram No. 325 of the 25th instant, when the Shall has 
officudiy accepted the programme, if your Russian colleague has received similar 

instructions. 

The text of the original assurances must bo rigidly adhered to. 


Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir lidwitrd drey.—(Received April 27.) 

(No, 2000 . . , 

gj ri St. Petmlmnjh, April 2 t, 11)09. 

THE intelligence which reached M. Isvolsky from Tabreez in regard to the 
increased tension of the situation there, and the evident duplicity either on the part of 
t!„- Shah or of his Generals in respect to the armistice and the rovietualling of I ho 
towii, decided the Russian Government to lose no time in ordering the immediate 
advance of the column which Itjafl been.held in readiness at Jlilfa. It was clear that 
pr.nv risks would be incurred if further delay were permitted, and, unwilling as tho 
Russian (lovernmeut are lo proceed to active measures, the position of affairs left thorn 
in. alternative but to take steps for insuring tlm safety of the European colony at 
Tabreez. The column consists of three battalions of infantry, four sotniasof Cossacks, 
tv. . batteries, and a company of sappers. The battalions tire oil a peace footing, so 
that M. Isvolsky estimates that the force will amount to about 2,000 men. Tho Russian 
Consul tit Tabreez considered that a force of 200 Cossacks to guard a convoy of pro¬ 
visions might be sufficient, but the Russian authorities were of opinion, and I venture 
to think rightly, that tho column should he of sufficient strength to he able to overcome 
any resistance if such were offered. Moreover, it will be necessary to leave posts at 
certain intervals to keep the road open, so that the number of men does not seem to he 
greater than reason would require. M. Isvolsky informed me that the column would 
take with litem as much provisions as was possible, though, of course, it was impossible 
fur it to collect and transport supplies sufficient to feed the whole population of Tabreez. 
Nevertheless) oncelljiat the road is opened up, probably supplies will flow in. The 
orders given to the Officer Commanding the column are to abstain from any interference 
ia the differences between tho two contending parties at Tabreez, and in no wiso to 
assume any administrative duties, lie is to give the necessary protection to the foreign 
Consulates and institutions, and to all foreigners residing in the town. When tho 
situation has returned to a normal condition, and there is no lunger any fear of danger 
tu the foreign residents, the troops will lie withdrawn. 

An official communique has been published here explaining the reasons for tho 
departure of a force, and a Circular telegram has boon sent to tho Powers to tho same 
effect, 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) A. NICObSON. 


Sir A. Xicolion lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 232.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. SI. Petcrsliurgh, April 27, 1909. 

PERSIA. Shah's request for guarantee. 

The idea of making a private and unsigned communication to the Shall on this 
subject is not welcomed by M. Isvolsky, who would prefer that we should either givo 
a guarantee openly or refuse it. If wo wore to put the guarantee given by the 
dragomans into writing the Shah might be satisfied. 

M. Isvolsky asked whether His .Majesty's Government would he disposed to givo 
the Shah a guarantee on condition of his accepting tho joint programme, and, if bo, 
"hat form such guarantee would lake. 1 promised to refer these inquiries to you. 
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[15924] No. 290. 

Sir A. A icohon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 233.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petenburyh, April 27, 1909. 

TAUPE KZ. 

Sir G. Barclay’s telegrams Nos. 328 and 329, and your telegram No. 200 to him, 
all of the 20th instant. 

I am informed by Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Russian force will 
encamp outside Tabreoz and will not enter the city. In order to provide guards for 
banks and for other institutions, and for any Consulate which may wish to have one, 
some small detachments will be sent, into the town. M. Isvolsky hardly thinks it 
necessary to address a joint note to the Persian Government to inform them of this, 
but lie sees no objection to the two Consuls letting it be known to whatever persons 
and in whatever way they may consider desirable. 


[15791] No. 291. 

Sir (i, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 332.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 27, 1909. 

1IUSS IAN t n >ops for Meshei 1. 

I have n*ceivrd the following telegram, No. 24/390 of the 26th April, from Ilis 
Majesty’s consul-general at Meshed : - 

“ Yesterday the Russian detachment arrived, and was received with military 
honours by the Persian general. The town is completely cowed, and the governor- 
general may now take up his functions. Detachment consisted of six Turcoman levies 
under four ollicers, thirt y gunners with two Maxims, and seventy-five Cossacks.” 


(158661 No. 292. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 333.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 27, 1909. 

TA BREE55. 

With reference t<> my telegram No. 330 of yesterday, I learn from Ilis Majesty's 
consul-general at TahrCCz that S tons of flour were sent in yesterday from Basminch. 
There is still some wild talk about resisting Russian troops and massacring foreigners, 
but Mr. Wratislaw attaches little importance to this. 

The Shah lias urged the local assembly to admit Ain-ed-Dowleb, to defeat the 
project of a permanent Russian occupation which Ilis Majesty assures them is 
contemplated. The two eonsuls-general hear that a good effect has been produced by 
their explanation nf the motives and temporary character of the Russian action. 

The Shah has granted an amiesty, anti made a vague promise of a constitution 
consistent with Mussulman law, tin Nationalist party using the approach of the 
Russian troops as a means of extorting concessions from him. 

My Russian colleague and 1 have heard that the Shah proposes to publish a totally 
iuadt ijUate project, drafted, I believe, by M. 1 butwig some months ago. in place of the 
rcijuitvd electoral law. We have consequently explained to Ilis Majesty that such a 
step would not be consistent with an observance of our programme of advice, and would 
bring no improvement to the situation, and have again urged him to signify at once his 
acceptance of our advice. 
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[15876] No. 293. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 

(No 334.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , April 27, 1909. 

TABIIEEZ. 

I have received the following telegram from Ilis Majesty’s consul-general, No. 107 
of to-day’s date :— 

“ A subscription has been opened here for the relief of the destitute. 

“ Satnad Knau appears to be encouraging the inhabitants of surrounding villages to 
supply provisions, and has himself sent in a large quantity of corn this morning.” ° 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 335.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 27, 1909. 

\\ 111 IDIIA\\ AL of Oil Syndicate’s Indian guard. 

With reference to last paragraph of your telegram No. 144 of the 13th April; 
Inexperience or ill-timed interlerence on the part of Reynolds’ locum tenons might 
give rise to difficulties. 


[15919] 


No. m. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 330.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 27. 1909. 

NATIONALISTS and Hormuz red oxide. 


My reasons for making the enquiry replied to in your telegram No. 207 of the 
‘ilitli April, were as follows :— 

We might have to take strong action if the interests of the British linn were being 
prejudiced by the present cessation of mining operations, whereas, if Moin-ut-Tuiar was 

til.ily sufferer, I thought no action would ho necessary. I believed that Weir was 

Buttering from the stoppage of work ; for no ship is expected and there are already 
3.II0U tons of mineil oxide waiting to lie shipped, blit I wished to be quite sure. 

I'or the present, I shall assume that the stoppage of work does not injure Weir’s 
interests, unless I am advised to tlio contrary. 


[15844] No. 290. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edu ard Grey.—(Received April 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 27, 1909. 

ATTITUDE of Gorman consular agent at Tabreez. 

My Russian colleague and I have brought to the notice of the German Minister a 
o.inplnmt emanating from the two eoiiHiils-geueral at Tabreez, according to which the 
toTumii consular ugcut in that town is employing what influence lie has in opposition 
to t hem. 

\\ c have asked Count Quadt to solid the necessary instructions as to his attitude 
to this officer. 
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[15790] 


No. 207. 


(No. 020.) 
(Telegraphic.) I’. 


Sir Edward Grey (o Sir A. Idicolson. 

_ _ Foreign Office, April 27, 1909. 

THE proposal made l>y Sir O. Barclay in his telegram No. 231 of the 20th instant 
as the approval of His Majesty’s Government. Please ask the Russian Government 
.a semi inil ructions accordingly to their Representative at Tehran, if they have no 
objection to the course proposed. 


[15884 ] No. 2!)S. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 

(No. 210.) 

(Telegraphic.) Ii. Forciyn Office, April 27, 1909. 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 333 and 337 [of 27th April: Tabreez]. 

I approve. 


[15472] No. 291). 

I'orcijn Office to Mr. ,/. It. Brecce . . 

Sir, Eoieitjn OJJice, April 27, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received 
a telegram from llis Majesty's Minister at Tehran stating that, according to information 
which has reached the Persian Government, their interests have been ignored in the 
issue of the shares of tho Anglo-Pcrsiaii Oil Oompany (Limited). 

The Persian Minister for foreign Affairs has written privately to Sir G. Barclay 
that the Persian Government consider their rights prejudiced by the illegal action of 
tho eoncessionnaire, and will not ratify the statutes of the new Company, which they 
cannot recognize. 

Sir < 1. Barclay adds that he would like to be able to reassure the Persian Minister 
for foreign Affairs, lint that lie has no details, and 1 am accordingly to ropiest that you 
will lie good enough to furnish Sir K. < Irey with a statement of the facts of the case in 
order to enable him to furnish Sir G. Barclay with the information which he requires. 

A perusal of the Company's prospectus, a copy of which is in Sir E. Grey's 
possession, throws no light on the matter. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[15941J No. .'SOU. 

Sir A. Siealsnn In Sir Edward Grei /. —(Received April 28.) 

(No. 267.) 

Sir, S'. Petersburg!!, April 25,1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 231 of to.due's date, 1 have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of an aide-memoire which I have received from the Imperial 
Ministry |Lr foreign Atl'airs respecting the warning to he conveyed to the Shah as to 
possible troubles in Tehran. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 300. 

Aide-memoire vinnmiiiilaihd la Sir .1. Sicohon. 

EN ivponsc it I’uidr-mcmoire de l'Aniluissade britaimiqiie de ce jour, le Ministers 
Imperial des Alliiitvs Elrangorcs a I’honueitr d'inlbrmer qil'il (tarlnge eutibroment le 
point de vue qui y est expose. Aitssi, des instructions vieuuent d'etre domains par 


IP.) 


tiilegraphe au Charge d'Affaires de Bussie a TiSheran, hi laissant la faculty, dans le cas 
oil lui et le Ministre d’Angleterre le jugent ndcessaire, de fail'd savoir au Gouvernement 
peisan que des dtlsordres tels quo les fait prevoir le Ministre Person do la Guerre 
polirraicit lieccssiter une intervention et que eette deruiere entrainemit trfes proltnble- 
m ont des suites lacheuses pour le Guwvcrnement person et pour cetix qui semient 
rcsponsables des troubles. 

M. Sab lino est cliargd d’ajmiter ipi'un des bills en vue desqucls le Gouvernement 
russe scrait dispose a faire au Triisor person 1'avaiieu menlionnee au point 6 du 
drogi'ammo des conseils amicaux doimes an Sehnli le 9 couraiit par les Represcntauts 
guise et anglais, etait precisement de laoiliter le payemeut des arricrus de soldo dus it la 
raniison lie Telieran. II depend done du Seliali d'obtenir ce secoui-s en activant la 
ivpouse qu'il a promis do doimer aux conseils susmentiomies. 

Sninl-Pdlershourg, le 11 (21) anil, 1909. 


[16046] No. 301. 

Mr. M. Ellinjer to Vnreiyn Office.—(Received April 28.) 

IVar Mr. Norman, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, April 27, 1909. 

I THANK you for your note of yesterday, and wired von as per copy inclosed, 
ns your letter does not distinctly state whether you told Sir G. Barclay on tho 
2Li December, 1908, that the contract conferred the monopoly of the oxide on 
j), -sis, Andrew Weir anil Co. As I pointed out to you yesterday, this is a vital point, 
n^, even if the Mourn slops his mining operations, we hope llis Majesty’s Government 
will not allow tile rights of Messrs. Andrew Weir and < Jo. to lie violated hy any shipment 
of oxide by the Nationalists from Hormuz. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) M. ELL1NGER. 


Inclose re in No. 301. 

Mr. M. Ettinyer to Eoreiyn Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Manchester, April 27, 1909. 

LETTER received. Question was whether you had told Minister at Tehran that 
Weir’s had monopoly of oxide under contract. 


[159691 No. 302. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 28.) 

(No. 33S.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ATTITUDE of German consular agent at Tabreez. 

I hear from the German Minister that lie has instructed his consular agent to 
abstain I 
altitude. 


Tehran, April 28, 1909. 


hear tram the t.ermall .Minister mat tie tins insirucusi ms cunnmm agem, 
i from political agitation of any sort, and has asked him for an explanation ol his 
le, which I reported in my telegram No. 337 of yesterday. 


[16025] No. 303. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.- (Received April US.) 

(No. 339.) 

(Telegrtipnic.) P. Tehran, April 28, 1909. 

Proposed, joint note regurdin^ Russian troops. 

With reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 233. 

A false uml regrettable impression will l>e made if the two legations make no 
nllicial declaration in the sense proposed; I therefore trust that the Russian (Severn- 
tuent will consent. Tho declaration would explain the motives and the temporary 
character of the intervention of the two Powers, and would announce that, except in 
the case of absolute necessity, Russian troops would not enter Tabreez. 
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[16054] No. .304. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 28.1 

(No. 340.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 28, 1909. 

(• K11MAX consul's request for a war-ship at Bushire. 

< .'oiint (luadt lias informed liis French colleague that the German consul is nskino 
his Government to solid a war-ship to Bushire, and that lie hears that a French vessel 
will also lie sent to that port. M. Lccomte is enquiring of his Government as to the 
truth of this statement, although lie personally does not believe it. 

As, perhaps, the presence of the flag-ship has given rise to the German consul's 
request, and no doubt causes a false impression, I am asking His Majesty’s consul- 
goncnil lo persuade ihe Admiral, who is merely visiting Bushire to acquaint himself with 
liiH duties, to leave there as soon as possible. 


[16056J No. 305. 


to carry out their scheme, and therefore, if he will grant their application and give 
them a good title to the land or procure one on their behalf, they are willing to 
advance him 5,000/. or G,000/. through the agency of His Majesty's Government. 

“If the Company buy the land they will pay reasonable market value for it. 
If they least; it they will give 500/. a-year for us much land as they need as long as 
the (.oncessiou lasts or if it is extended, lliey would require G per cent, interest on 
their advance. His Majesty's Government have undertaken to do their best to see that 
the Sheikh pays interest and sinking fund (should one Is; provided for), but if the money 
is not forthcoming they will not undertake financial liability for payment, 

“Aou should tell the Sheikh that if he concludes an .arrangement on theso terms 
with the Company and grants to a British Company a Concession giving them the 
exclusive right to undertake the irrigation of the Kanin Valiev, in accordance with the 
scheme worked out by Sir W. Willeocks, His Majesty’s Government are willing to 
advance him 5,000/. or G,000/. 

“ Se careful to represent to the Sheikh that the loan comes from His Majesty’s 
Government, and not from the Company." 


^ ^ Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) P.. Tehran, April 28, 11109. 

Ill SSI AN notification of dispatch of troops. 

\\ itli reference to your telegram to St. Petersburgh No, G20 of yesterday. 

■M. Sabline has just informed me that he has received instructions to'notify the 
Persian Government ,,f the dispatch of trpops, and that he cannot postpone this until 
he may lie authorised to admit my taking joint action with him. He has just 

learned tint his Gown.. were under the impression that he had already presented 

the notification. 

In his note, which lie has shown to me, he states that, unless it he necessary, the 
troops will not, enter Tabreez, explaining I he motives and temporary character of the 
Russian Government's action. 

With reference to the declaration proposed in my telegram No. 328 of the 2Gth 
April. I have authorised His Majesty's consul-general to act in concert with his Russian 
colleague in the sense desired. 


(152931 


No. 300. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicotson. 


(No. (122.) 

) r ‘ , • Foreign Ojficc, April 28, lOffl 

\\ L Ituvr no objection lo M. Isvolsky’s proposal reported in your telegram 
y" "I > Vs,, *rd:iy relit 11 v«* It. (Ik- assurances to the Shall, provided the 'idea commends 
11 , . l " l '"’ ,w " Ih'pivseiitatives on the spot and the assurances do not no heyoud the 
Yri lul oiiai.oitco ^ivrn last December. 

I would refer you t-• Sir G. Raivlay’s telegram No. 1125 of the 25th instant, and my 
reply No. 208 ot t he following day. J 


116185 


No 


3(17. 


[16185] No. 308. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received April 29.) 

II inchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sit. , . _ April 28, 1909. 

I HAVE just seen Sir Hugh Barnes, who 1ms left mo a copy of my proposed 
letter to you, showing the modifications which you have been good enough to suggest. 

These include our putting forward a proposal to rent land on Abadan up to 10s. per 
acre per annum, a rate which is out of all proportion to the marketable value of such 
land, and partakes largely, if nut almost entirely, of the nature of a subsidy payable 
fur the Sheikh's good-will. 

In these circumstances we would very much rather seo the “rental” fixed at a 
round sum of say 500/. per annum to cover all lands required by us, estimated at not 
over 1,000 acres on Abadan, and a strip for a pipe-line on the mainland. 

If you sec no objection to this, may I suggest the excision from your proposed 
telegram to Sir G. Barclay of the words which 1 have therein underlined in red, and 
the substitution of the words which 1 have put in the margin in red? 

But I leave it to you to do as you think best without further reference to me, and 
1 consequently inclose my letter without making 51)0/. per annum a condition thereof. 
I also inclose the draft, of your telegram to Sir G. Barclay. 

1 have today received the following cable from Mr, G. B. Reynolds, our repre¬ 
sentative in Persia, who is now in Mohammerah:— 

" Sheikh expects to leave Mohammerah shortly. I must leave 4th May for Ahwaz. 
Quick work is therefore necessary." 

I suggest, therefore, that it is very desirable that the Foreign Ollice should 
telegraph as early as possible to Sir G. Barclay. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) C. W. WALLACE, 

Vice-Chairman, 


(No. 

(Teh 
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have 
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,s, r Ed mini fire if to Sir Ci. Borclnq, 

., !’• „ , Foreign Office, April 28, 4900. 

I the billowing telegram to 11 1 - Majesty's ('unsul-Gcneml at Bushire 

I" 1‘eisian Oil Company which have lately been lint.1 wish at ..nee 

r»\ i»n AI mi Inn I slat nl. for whitrli a .site must Ur nc<|uiied. They al 
■ 11 ‘ refinery with their mills by means ol a pipe-line, which « 

"■ gr.-.iii ..I a strip ol' land. They are entitled by the terms of the., 
acquity waste land lice of cost, and it appears that tiie land which they 
tor their refinery (which is estimated at not more than 1,0(11) acres) anil 
", "I l ‘' 1 . the pipe-line liel-ngs to this category. They recognize, 
they require the good-will and assistance of the Sheikh of Mohammerah 


ill 


U6185] No. 300. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ollice.—(Received April 29.) 

Winchester House, Old Brood Street, London, 
s "'- , ... April 28, 1909. 

AMIRO-Plt-RSlAN Oil Company (Limited). 

1 am desired by the Directors ol' this G'othpt 

subject:— 


Company to address you on tlm following 


Ihe Anglo-Persian Oil Company, as you aro aware, lias been formed to work the 
"d I'oneesstoii obtained by Mr. \V. K. d'Arcy in Persia, and we are now anxious to 
proceed with tin* development of this Concession ns rapidly as possible. 

[1G-WJ 2 X 
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The matter of immediate importance is the acquisition, by purchase or lease, of a 
8 ite fur an oil refinery on the Island of Abadan, and of a strip of land for the pipeline 
which will connect this refinery with the wells. The land on Abadan, about 500 to 
1,000 acres, selected by this Company's representative is said to be uncultivated, so is 
also most of the land that will 1 m* occupied by the pipeline, and by the terms of their 
concession this Company is entitled to obtain tree ot cost uncultivated land helqpgiiig 
to the State. Hut it is recognized that in the territories governed hv the Sheikh of 
Mohaimneruli nothing pan be satisfactorily settled without the Sheikh’s good-will and 
co-operation, and tins Company litis every desire to deal with this Chief fairly and 
liberally on reasonable business principles. The difficulty is how to commence 
negotiations, anil though the Foreign Office has been good enough to instruct Ilis 
Britannic Majesty's ('onsuMleuerul to assist in the matter, it has not so far been 
possible I'* make much progress. 

We have heard that the Sheikh is urgently in want of a small loan, and that while 
it is considered desirable to assist, him in the matter, there is some difficulty in finding 
all the money requited. In these circumstances, if the proposal is agreeable to the 
Foreign Ollie.\ I am to suggest that this fumpanv would contribute, the sum of 
5,0001. to ti,<mo/. through tie Foreign Office towards the advance required on the 
understanding lhaiil is made a condition of this loan that the Sheikh first considers 
and settles satisfactorily the (.'oinpany's application for land and gives it, or procures for 
if, a good title to all tin* land made over to it. 

The Company is of course ready to pay the reasonable market value of the land, 
either b\ pmvhase or hv rent on a lease eo-extensivc with the currency of the Oil 
Concession or the extension of it, if absolutely necessary, hut as this rate seems to ta 
very high |i»r such land we name it as an extreme. 

We presume that the Company's advance will h -.ai a icasonahle rate of interest, 
Huy 0 pm cent., ami wo trust that the (iovernmenl will instruct its Representative to 
fake t lie same rare t-> safeguard the loan as w ill he exercised in the c ise of the 
advunee of (lovernnient funds. It is understood, however, that though the Government 
will do their best to insure that the interest ami sinking fund (if one is formed) are 
duly paid by f he Sheikh, they do not undertake financial liability for the payment if 
the money i not forthcoming. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) C. W. WALLACE. 


[16226! 


No. ;:iu. 


Sir hi. (lOsclirn lo Sir Edward drey, —( Received April 20.) 

(No. fili.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Merlin, April 20. 1900. 

AN urgent appeal for the immediate dispatch of a war-ship, owing to the very 
alarming eliameter of situation at Bushire, has just reaeheil Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs from the German (’ousul there. Mis I'.xeelleney informs me that, as 
they are desiioiis of avoiding taking any aetion liable to arouse susceptibilities of public 
opinion in F.uglaml, they will not dispateh a ship to Ihishiiv, although they have one 
which could g.* iln re. On the other hand, German public opinion might take it amiss 
were Ilis Majesty’, (lovrinineiit to be formally requested bv the Imperial Government 
to protect German citizens. Consequently, having full confidence in both the ability 
ami the desire of Ilis Majesty’s Government lo deal with the present situation and to 
protect foreigners of all nationalities in Persia, the Imperial Government will take no 
action in response to the German Consul's appeal. Baron von Sclioen expressed the 
hope that the procedure of the Imperial Government in the matter will he looked upon 
as showing a friendly desire on their part to avoid causing any embarrassment. Ilis 
Kxcclleney asked that this communication, which is to Ik* withheld from the press hero, 
might he regarded as being of a very confidential nature. 


[16150] 


No. 311. 


Sir G. Barclay la Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 29.) 

(No. 342.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. 

ISPAHAN. 


Tehran, April 29, 1909. 






at Ispahan:•— 

•• Ssmsau-cs-SuItanch b%begun to moVe small bodies-of troops outside the town. 
II,. is encouraged by telegrams urging him to move immediately from Persians in 
I’.i:-. aid Constantinople and by the news contained in Reuter's telegrams. 1 learn, 
|„,v, i»r, llmt nil advance on Tehran is improbable owing to lack of funds, internal 
div. -nsions, and dillerenccs with the priests. Yesterday I was informed by the llkhane, 
(|, al fielding was to he expected in the neighbourhood of Ispahan.” 

The Shah's troops have now set out for Ispahan from Kaslian. I am consequently 
adit.- in the sense of your telegram No. 17 of the lOtli January, and holding the Shah 
insihle for nnv danger to British lives ill case of hostilities. 


[16216] 


No. :112. 


Sir G. Ilarrluii la Sir Edu ard Grey.—(Received April 29.) 

(No. 313.) . 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

BUSHIRE. 

I 1 ,,i vn i, : e,.i veil the fnllnwino t charm m. No. 407. from 11 is Mairstv’s consul-general: 


Tehran, April 29, 1909. 


‘Ilis Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad telegraphs that the Tigris is still 
impassable, and that the Darya Bcggi may he delayed indefinitely. 

“May we now, in view of recent changes in the situation in Northern Persia, bo 
permitted to deport Seyyid Mnrteza, whose presence is an impediment to any satisfactory 
Relation and a constant source of anxiety? 

“ If von approve this course it would be well that the co-operation of an ample 
frui •. > should obviate any possible miscarriage. Consequently, it would he convenient 
to utilize the presence of the Admiral." 


[16217] No. 313. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey. — [Received April 29.) 

(No. 344.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 29, 1909. 

BUSH IRE. 

1 have sent the following telegram, No. 109, to Ilis Majesty’s consul-general : — 
"la reply to your tele-gram No. 407. No Compulsion should he used against 
Sovvid Murieza unless his action is likely to cans'- immediate danger to foreign 
subjects. Russian troops have crossed the frontier and British sailors have lieeu 
Ini'd'd s.delv t" protect the lives and property of British and Russian subjects and 
II 'feigners generally." 


[16232] No. 311. 

Sir G. Raiclai/ lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

(No. 340.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 29, 1909. 

REMOVAL of troops from Robat. 

1 have addressed the following telegram to the Government of India :— 

" With reference to your telegram of the 27th April. 

“ The position of the Indo-European Telegraph Department will he very difficult 
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witl.ont limps at Robat, as the nearest point to which the start - at Dehaneh could then 
fall back in case of need would he Kerman. 

“I therefore presume that the troops will be withdrawn only until the beL'itiniiiir 
of the next arms traffic season.” b 


[16225] No. 315. 

•(!(• ) S " 6 llarcl '"' 10 S ' r Edward Grey.—(Receiver! April 20.) 

, P- ... Tehran, April 29, 1909. 

811 All and constitution. 

IVi! Iiavri learned that tfie Shah proposes to appoint as Grand Vizier his uncle 
Naib-cs-Su laneli, who is a most pronounced reactionary ; that no Cabinet which includes 
JNiub-es.rMiltuiioh will come within the requirements of our programme. 

We have taken the occasion to inform ihe Shah that the” two representatives will 
seek another audience in order to receive his reply to the advice tendered by the two 
1 owers, unless an answer ik forthcoming by the 2ml May. 


[16217] No. 316. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

[No. 214.) 

(T ° l0 nillR^,„ No. 344 vM April] : Bushire.^"' 3 " *** ^ 

I approve. 


[16225 ] No. 317. 

Hir Edward Grey to air G. Harclau. 

(No. 215.) J 

(1 olographic.) I*. Foreign Office, April 29, 1903. 

n, .1, • , 1 V v “r" r /T '!Wr r, T* rl, ' li ■“ fW- telegram No. 340 of to-day, relative 

to the appointuioiit of a Grand Vizier in Persia. 


116267] No. 318. 

i\otc communicated by Count Benckendorff\ April 29, 1909. 

1,A situation iiicertauin it Tabreez a d(5cid(S le Qouyernemeut Imperial it no pas 
■ "‘i 1 "' 1 "; v ” s , 1 al ' m>z ,1 " 'letac lenient russe. Toutefois, si d’ici a son arrivde sur 

pluie es nrilres do Sehal, coflperumit I armistice ot l’approvisionnement do la ville sont 
execute- et ,1 „ y alt pas d ..litres raisons urgentes pour i'entrae du dOtnchen.eut dans 
1 . Mile. .1,1 reel, lord,,, de snrrOter en dehors, au pout .l'Adichaisk. Do c« point le 
..niniaiidani dmt expddier des polotous pour la garde du Consulat Impdrial et ties 

ur la t ,| " 1 ’ ?T " y objectent, et aussi en taut qua ndcessaire 

P out 1,1 guide do tmites les institutions russes et (Strangbres. 

!.andret, le 29 avril, 1909. 


[15774] No. 310. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Carter. 

lS|r ' , ,,, .... , , , , , Foreign Office, April 29, 1909. 

in min, , ,T "I" 0 ” 1 ! ai! kiiowlodge the receipt of your note of the 25th instant, 
laliivoz^ * 1U ‘ SlKlU ' ‘ tl ' 01 " ltussla " frontier of a dotaehment of troops to 

... - I 1 u ‘ iufonu you in reply that the Russian Government have 

||. . With the eon, mroueo ot Ills -Majesty s Government, on the imuiediute dispatch 
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of such a force with the special objects of introducing food into the town and of 
protecting the foreign Consulates and residents there. American citizens in Tabreez 
will, of course, receive from these troops the same measure of protection as other 
foreigners. 

According to the most recent reports received from Mis Majesty's Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg!!, the Russian Government hoped that the force would bo able to leave 
.1 ul fa on the 28th instant. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[16275] No. 320. 

India Office to Foreign Office. — (Received April 30.) 

Sir, • India Office , April 28, 1009. 

I AM directed by Viscount Morley to inclose copy of a secret letter from the 
Government of India recommending an increase of the salute of five guns at present 
accorded to the Sheikhs of Mohainmerah. Koweit, and Bahrein. The proposal is to 
raise the salute of the two lirst-named Sheiks to twelve guns and that of the Sheikh 
of Bahrein to eleven guns, the salutes to In? personal in all three cases to the present 
Chiefs. It is further proposed that the eldest sons of the Sheikhs of Mohammernh and 
Koweit should receive a salute of live guns, amd the eldest son of the Sheikh of 
Bahrein one of three guns, on the occasions when they visit one of Mis Majesty’s ships 
as their fathers’ Representatives. 

liord Morley is disposed to think that the recommendations of the Government of 
India should he approved, and would he glad to learn if Sir E. Grey concurs in this 
view. In that event, this Department would propose to make the necessary com¬ 
munication to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on the subject. 

Attention is called to paragraphs o and 7 of the letter of the Government of India. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 320. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Fort William , March 18, 1909. 

WE have the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s consideration, a copy of a 
letter from the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf relative to a proposal to increase 
tin 1 salute of live guns which is at present accorded under the authority of Lord George 
Hamilton’s despatch No. 66, dated tin* 12th .Inly, 1901, to the Sheikhs of .Mohnmmerali, 
Koweit, and Bahrein. 

2. The claims of these Chiefs to an increase of the salute which is at, present 
assigned to them, have been fully discussed in the accompanying correspondence, and 
wr ne t ;d only express our entire cm incurrence with the opinion of the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf that, in consideration of the enhanced importance ami prestige 
which these three Chiefs, especially the Sheikhs of Moliainmerah and Koweit, enjoy 
owing to recent political developments in the Persian Gulf, a salute of live guns is 
no longer adequate. 

We have carefully considered (lie question of the precise number of guns to 
which the salute may in each case he raised, and we are disused to agree with 
Major Cox that a salute of twelve guns may appropriately 1 m? uecorded to the Sheikhs 
of Mohannnerah and Koweit mid one of eleven guns to tin* Sheikh of Bahrein. Tim 
two former Chiefs will thus receive a salute slightly in excess of that which is accorded 
t" the Political Otlicers accredited to them, hut less than that to which his Excellency 
ill" Naval Commander iit-elii T and tin* Political Resident in the Persian Gull are 
1 linat ilv entitled, while Sheikh Iv-a, who is relatively of much less political importance 
P oi Sheikh Mubarak, will receive a salute equal to that accorded to the Political 
Ollicer at Bahrein. 

•1. If these proposals are accepted, we would recommend, as suggested by 
Major Cox, that the eldest sous of the Sheikhs of Mohuumiemh and Koweit should 

[1C 19] 2 K 
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receive a salute of five? guns) and the eldest eon of the Sheikh of Bahrein one of three 
guns on the occasions when they visit one of 11 is Majesty s ships as their lathers 
Representatives. 

5 \\\. nru ,,f opinion that the increased salutes should in each case be personal to 
tbo present Chiefs, and that it should he explained to them that it is within the 
discretion of the < lovernment of India to continue it, or not, to their successors. 

(i. A- regards the Sheikh of Mohammernh, His Majesty’s Government will no 
douht (le-sire to consult Sir Ch orge Barclay on the ixgbt raised in paragraph 4 of 
Major Cox’s letter, dated the 3rd August, 1 it08, as to flow far the proposal to increase 
his salute is alfeeted hv his position as a Persian subject. Our records do not show 
whether the Persian Government was consulted or not when the Sheikh’s Salute was 
originally fixed.. _ . 

7 . We trust that these recommendations will m-. t with the approval ol 11 is 
Majesty’s Government, and we would suggest that, should our proposals be sanctioned, 

it ’should 1 m left to the rlisereti.if the Politi.;.’, Resident in the Persian (lull', in 

consultation, if noce.ss.arv, with 11 is Britannie Majesty’s Munster at leliran, to decide 
when it would L- opportune to make the unnouneement to the Sheikhs concerned. 

We have, &C. 

(Signed) M INTO. 

KITCHENER. 

II. BULK K1C11 ARDS. 

C. II. SCOTT. 

II. ADAMSON. 

J. o. MILLER. 

W. L. HARVEY. 

G. F. WILSON. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 32o. 

Major ('nr to Government of India. 

Hush ire, August 8, P.JOS. 

I II A VK tie-honour to refer to tin* correspondence ending with Foreign Depart¬ 
ment telegram dated the l!Mh April. 1908. on the sul.j.-et of the salute to he accorded 
to the Sheikh of Koweil. and incidentally of those assigned t«» tin Sheikhs of 
Mohamtuerah and Bulavin. 

*.!. The political developments of the past few years point to the desirability of 
increasing the scheduled salute of each of these Arab potentates, and I attach separate 
Reoorts from the three British Representatives concerned, in which each officer enters 
fullv into tile ease of the Sheikh to whom In* is accredited. Tln-ir Reports leave me 
little to add regarding tin* claims of the Sheikhs, and I need merely record niv own 
ideas as to the number of guns which, in view of their representations, seem appropriate 
in each instance. 

3. From our point of view it would seem advisable to plan* the Sheikhs of Koweit 
and Mohaimiii*ruh on the same footing, and I think that the choice lies between 
twelve guns and thirteen guns in their case. The grant of a salute of thirteen guns 
would place them mi a level with tin- Resident in the Persian Cult* and with his 
F.xcollenev the Na\id (\ inimander-in-chief, when Rear-Admiral, which rank he has 
generally held in the past. Sir George Wnrrcnder, as Commodore, only receives 
eleven guns, hut it is po^ihlc that his is a sjteeial ease, and that tile rank of the post 
has not ... permanently reduced. 

As \isitors of the rank as their host, the Naval Commander ill-chief and the 

Resident would have to make tin* fust call when visiting Koweit. This jiositioii is of 
no ivnse»|ueiiee as fin as the Resident is concerned, as Imtli Sheikhs have reasoitable 
grounds lor hesitating to pay frequent visits on Lmrd ships, and the dispatch of 
business. |hr which pur|*ose the Resident generally \isils their ports, makes it more 
convenient lor him to proceed on shore and get in touch with the Sheikh ns soon 
as possible. 

The rase of the Naval < ommuilder in-chief, however, is different. He is only utl 
occasional v isitor, nod during his tours in the Gull'it is politically advantageous to endow 
him with as much dignity and importance as possible, and for this reason it would he 
preferable that when either of the Sheikhs can In* induced to venture on Liard the 
flag-ship he should p.iv the first call. Their excuse that if they lx»ard British ships it 
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makes it difficult for them to decline to take the risk of Lmrding Turkish or Persian 
ships has a foundation which we can understand, hut I have little doubt that their 
reluctance to visit men-of-vvar is partly due to the paucity of guns which would be 
accorded to them. Twelve guns would he most convenient, as, while placing the 
Sheikhs on a slightly superior footing to that of the Agents accredited to them, it gives 
tlii* f'oininaiider-in-cnief and Resident precedence. On less, therefore, the accord of OH 
even-gun salute, as is prescribed for the Chief of Makull&j is considered objectionable by 
the Admiralty for service reasons, twelve guns would, in my opinion, lie most 
appropriate. The Sheikhs might he informed that the distinction was personal. 

■t. It may lie well to note here that technically the salute of the Sheikh of 
M.iliammerah, as a Persian official, should lx* prescribed hv the Persian Government, 
But I do not imagine that they were consulted when the salute was formerly lixed at 
live guns, and there seems no reason why we should do so now. They appear to have 
lie definite regulations on the point. 

a. The s.dute which our ships accord to the Darya Begi, Governor of Bushire, 
seventeen guns, is, properly speaking, too much for him, and should he considered 
ji r-onal to his Excellency and not to his appointment, which might be treated on a par 
with that of the Sheikh of Mohnmiucruli. The practice of giving the Durva Begi 
seventeen guns arose in thiswise: His Excellency having proceeded some years ago to 
call on one of 11 is Majesty’s ships in an Admiral’s uniform, and Ijoing in charge of the 
“Persi&h navy” (that is, the “ Persepolis ”), and Governor of the Gulf Ports, was 
accorded a salute of seventeen guns. No grout harm is done by our continuing the 
salute in his ease, hut his title. Darya Begi, or “ Lord of the Sea,” is not really a rank, 
lmt his personal title, and there is no reason why any successor of his should 1 h* accorded 
such an exalted salute. 

(5. As regards Bahrein, 1 am of opinion that an eleven-gun salute will lx* sufficient, 
the same as that of Ins Political Agent, and somewhat less than the Sheikhs of Koweit 
and Mohamnierah. 

As Major Prideaux suggests, the intimation of the grant of the enhanced salute 
might Ik* postponed until Sheikh Esa lias done something specific to earn such a 
favour. 

7. Finally, if enhanced salutes are granted to the ruling Sheikhs, I would 
recommend that, in the case of* Koweit and Mohammernh, when the eldest sou visits 
one of His Majesty’s ships, lie Ue saluted with five guns, and in the case of Bahrein 
with three guns. I hardly think they or their people would understand an alternative 
salute, sometimes of three guns aiul sometimes of five on the lines suggested by 
Major Knox, and as regards the number five, it has lx*en given by courtesy and with 
cxpi'CSs explanation to that efleet as the salute of the lather, on occasions when the 
father, on account) of sickness or from o ch er causes, as at Koweit, has sent his son to 
represent him. 

In the event of the Sheikhs themselves being now permitted to receive twelve, 
twelve, and eleven guns respectively, their sons might, if Government see no objection, 
he accorded live and three. 


Inclosr.ro 3 in No. 320. 

Consul McDouall to Major Cox. 

Sir, Mohamnierah, June G, 1908. 

I HAVE tin* honour to inform you that since the Governor of Bushire, in or aljout 
1882, carried off certain Gulf Chiefs who had called on Liard the “ Persepolis,” the 
Sheikhs of Mohamnierah have made it a rule never to call on Liard the vessels of 
any Government. Persian or foreign. Should, however, the Sheikh of Mohammernh 
ev-M alter this rule, the salute provided in the table, of five guns, would I"* inadequate. 

This mimlier was apparently fixed many years ago, when the Sheikh of Mohammernh 
w ; ,s only Sheikh ot the Mulmysie tlilies and Governor of their district, and the position 
• >f the present Sheikh, Lith personally and administratively, is very diflercnt. 

Personally, the Sardar Aria, Sheikh Klmxul Khan holds the highest Persian 
military rank, that of Amir Nuyani (“ Lord of 100 , 000 ”), under which he might lie 
Considered hv the Admiralty instructions to 1m* entitled to a salute of fifteen guns; but, 
as presumably the Governor-!Literal of Arabistan is entitled to a larger number than 
the Sheikh, I would suggest thirteen as a suitable number. The present Governor* 
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General holds the game military rank us tins Sheikh. At the same time it should 1 x 3 
noted that the present Governin' of Bushin! receives seventeen guns as Admiral, hut 
holds the military rank of Amir Toman {“ Chief of* 10,000”) only. 

Tim Sheikhs of Moliammerah receive their appointment us Governors of Molmm- 
merah, Shot-el-Aruh, and Kanin, and Sarhad Dar (“Warden of the Border ”) direct 
from Tehran, hut for administrative purposes are under the Governor-General of 
Arahistan, who, however, cannot summon them to attend him, and, unless of Royal 
hloiM 1. is not of higher rank. 

The present Sheikh, the Sanlar Alfa, is Sheikh of the combined tribes of the 
Muhaysin anil Ohanb, ami the districts of Moliammerah, Ahwaz, and I)am*ak are under 
him, and also] but by tin* Governor < lem.uars appointment, is in charge of the llawijeh 
and iieiolilmuriiig districts During the nlisence of the Governor-General he is nominally 
in charge of the province. He has under him Demit y-Governorfi at Ahwaz and 
Mohammerah, and oilicials at I'VliihicIi, Mashur, and llindijan, in addition to die 
Sheikhs of tribes. 

Ilis sou Ghasih Khan Nusret-el-Mulk is now Deputy-Governor of Mohaminendi, 
and there is, as far as 1 know, no reason why he should not call on board Government 
vessels, 

I would suggest that the same salute be accorded him as the Deputy-Governor ol 
Bunder Ahlms, viz., live guns, which his official position alone would justify. 

A copy of this despatch is sent to His Majesty’s Churg<$ d’Affaires at Tehran, 

f have, &c 

(Signed) W. McDOUALL, 

His liritannir Majesty's Consul for Arahistan. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 820. 


Major Knox to Major Cox. 

(Confidential.) Koweit, July 8 , 11)08. 

I HAVE tin* honour to refer the (juestion of the salute of guns to hi* paid to 
Shoikli Mubarak, on the occasion of his paying oliiciul visits on lward British men- 
of war. 

At pivseiit, tin* Sheikh of Koweit, like other Sheikhs of his standing in the 
Persian Gull’, is eutit Gd to receive a salute of (ive guns. In tin* course.of my experience 
at Koweit. tIn* Sheikh has never visited a British man-of-war, and therefore the salute 
has never been tired. 

:i. On the occasion of the visit of his Excellency the N^vnl Commander-in-chief, 
East Indies Station, in IlMJti, the Sheikh was suddenly called away by the serious illness 
of his sun Ealiad. win. died shortly after, and the Sheikh himself was unable to visit 
his E\eelleney. Sheikh .lubir paid a visit to the llagship, mid a salute of five guns was 
tireil as In- lei t tiie ship: hut I was instructed by his Excellency to explain carefully to 
Sheikh .htlur that this salute was tired only liecaUKe he was regarded as his father’s 
deputy, -ill'I in the absence of his father, the ruling Chief. The explanation was given 
to Sheikh •lahir in the presence of his Excellency. 

I. At the suhse.pieiil visit of his Excellency in 1007, it would appear that no 
salui •- weie tiled, though Sheikh .lahir visited the ship to welcome his Excellency. 
Sheikh Mnhaiak i. i ill'll, d his Excellency’s visit at the Agency. 

*’• ^ hen his Ex'-elleucy \isited Koweit in May of this year. Sheikh Mubarak paid 
the t.i i visit .it ill. \ • i.ey, which was returned privately the same evening. Again, 
Sheikl. Mubarak paid the first otlieiai visit the following day, which was returned 
ollieiallv alt.-r the lapse of half ail hour. Gwiug to the state of the title, and the 
arrival -I the llagship a day belt.re expected. Sheikh .lahir was tumble to pay the 
visit .1 welcome, hut Sheikh Mubarak sent a formal letter of apology expressing 
his regret. 


I ■ 1 the 111 ie>ii<in ol s;,biles is a matter to which the Ruler of Koweit attaches 
«"av h". I i jlink, interred from the correspondence that took place aUmt the 
1 1 "I R l‘ l a Surprise, \\ hen the matter was referred to in your presence, 

dulwilak v ai 1 1 that lie was unable to send his son to return tliO Commandant fl 
I with the usual salute. 

o past some dilliculty regarding visits on hoard of 
ttribute it, at least partially, to the Sheikh's idea 
•ives is ilot suHieient, The main dillicilttv would 
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»Pi*»r ® l ||e Sheikh cannot tolerate the notion that it is possiblo for a personage 
more important than himself to reside permanently in Koweit. b 

*• .'hstinction, therefore, made between himself mid the Political Agent is 
jinrtieularly invidious m Ins eyes, and there is no doubt that it would be noticed by the 
inhaMtautH «>J Koweit, more especially as the visits of himsi f .u.l the Political Agent 
would take place naturally alxmt the same time. 

p. It. would bo an unnecessary lowering of the dignity of the liriti.sh Representative 
" l I^oweit to reduce Ins status, mid would lead the Arab mind to t lie unfortunate 
conclusion that he no longer [XJSSeSsed the confidents of his Government, 

1 ( 1 . The only course then appears to he to consider the claims of Sheikh Mubarak 
1,1 the raising ol his personal salute to the-dignity of the Political Agent : 1 opine that 
Ins claims to this honour would lie based on («) his own importance and that of his 
principality, (M the extent to which lie supports mill furthers British interests as far as 
lies in Ins power. 

11 . Both these points deserve careful consideration, mid the difficulty is enhanced 
In; the presence ol arguments of considerable weight leading to opposite conclusions. 
Mill! relerence to the first, I think it will not lie too much to state that one might 
scinch Arabia through to find a personage possessing a more real power than Sheikh 
Mulmrak o Ixoweit at the present time. Thanks to British protection and to an equal 
eUcnt to Ins own commanding personality and mastery of Oriental intrirale he is 
urn, ill-ally the arbiter of the Ibrtunes ..f (fontm! Arabia, while his rich Kao iStnies and 
Ins strong friendship with Sheikh Kliazal of Mohammerah make him an important 
personage on the Shatt-el-Amh. Me has shown his absolute power over the Bedouin 
triK-.sol Ihc vicinity by imprisoning in the course of the Inst two vears the two most 
important chieffittne, among them, Sheikh Kaisal-ud-lJawish of the Umtnir and 
Muliammud-I.m-Mit dmr, tile present tie facto Chief of the powerful Ajumn trilie, who 
defeated the I urkish troops at A1 Alisa, and looted the inhabitants of that district It 
is now a matter of common knowledge that the only method the Turks could find for 
laming this nun was blackmail, and the still more shameful proceedin', of huyino l Klc k 
In,m him a captured gun and mules. It- goes without- saying that Sheikh Mubarak is 
undisputed master of Ills own town, and it must lie added that the town and 
surroundings are well governed and orderly, mid may be, without exaggeration, termed 
a [►attorn administration for all Gulf towns. 

1-. (hi the other hand, before Sheikh Mubarak's accession Koweit- was nothing 
more than a clean little Bedouin town, with dilliculty repelling itleserl. Bedouin mitrarajs 
on the very outskirts of the town itself. Ilis successor, if incompetent, or wluit is 
perhaps more likely, two rivals fairly equally matched, lighting it out between 
themselves could easily and in a remarkably short time reduce it to its old level of 
unimportance. 

13. Two things are especially likely to hit Sheikh Mnlmrak himself very hard, and 
III no distant future. One is the desperate state of the pearl market,‘which’will 
impoverish the town considerably, and will probably embarrass the Ruler -it least 
temporarily, for he has made very largo advances to his principal merchants, who were 
in ji wry slmky condition already. 

I lie second is the probable loss Of the large income that Sheikh Mulmrak derives 
•rom the customs duties on arms and ammunition. 

1 - 1 . Ill the late prosperous times, Sheikh Mtilmmk seems to have, idmudoned the 
Simple, frugal fashion of living that was prolmbly an inheritance of the past, and, from 
this point of view, il would seem that the friendship with the Ruler of Mohammerah has 
led to disastrous results. 

\ arums distinctly oppressive measures have made him decidedly unpopular in his own 

town, and both rich and ... have felt the burden, especially when the town is 

languishing under the ruinous condition of ils principal industry. ' While large portions 
of the town lira falling into rum, Sheikh MuUirak has limit a large palace, and has 
purchased a motor-car and a steuni-yuchl, and is making extensive additions lo the 
bazaar m well-built shops, for whirli lie is uppnrrutli experiencing some difficulty in 
III,hug lessees. Ills recent order, at tempting to till thorn by driving licggurly street 

liawkers out ol the streets, si.is a most unprofitable expedient. 

I.,. I be one satisfactory feature of the present situation is the prospect of a settled 
al-nor under the undisputed rule of Alidul.biu-Suud. This might, however, easily lead 
lo such an increase of power in that llulor as would materially shake the inllnuiice of the 
iVAv.-u Ruler over the surrounding Bedouin tribes. 

ill. There still remains to the Ruler of Koweit his income from the l-ao estates, hut 
tbe lurks realized that Sheikh Mubarak was embarrassed in other directions thev 

[W»l 2 L ’ 
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would not fail, cither hy open confisdtioh or by the more insidious Slf.terasf 
,.,..raging rival claimants, to encroach lit the Law Courts, to add to his embarrass 

m0, “?7. To sum up, the importance of Sheikh Muharnk and his 1’rincip.dity*«»«*«» 
to justify the enhancement of I,is salute. At the same turn. Kowert ,s a to o mud, 

:™ ::£ .513^:—-it; SOS® £ 

itS :r °r.tWETfl.. point n the extent to A Sheihh wjfgM 

has shown himself ready to support tie- eattse ol law ami. .nU-r am It h; . » 1 ^ "j 
Of Hri.ish trade. The marine survev, the j-nzettcer »l the 1 VT" , -v.-rv ....Jtiid- 

assist..lie has f'aeililaled my aetplaiutaliee with the netohl-mruto Hedoum hieU 

.,„i| ,„v .lit, ' Ion- distances into the interior ol Arabia and the I, Ali a , 

where I oild not have moved to miles without Ins support. In the deheate rpiestam o 
Z U Uehreio proper, v. where Aral, thllow-lhelino imgM have Us-., expeeted to 

I him to oppose us. he assisted . loyally III every way. Indeed, it is no 

hull of Sheihh Mu I u raids that lirilish inline,,." is not paramount m I lad am! Utadh and 
i iVrilish A....ml e.n rison in eharee of the halli.r Stale of Id Kasun keep,no the 

tieaee b'lweeii lie. lital elaimnnt.s to the riljljol < enlr.ll Arahlll. 

1 |.J It,, il.I her hand. .1 here I wish l„ write with all resene lest pt tty 

.._ should have warped mv judgment, I ..I disguise lr.im ,n\selt the 

p,|... ;,i ... :: wir.l. Shcilrl: \:;dsa*i;h s ml t '.111 i n, tin t l ■ ' 

play .. town, and that he is l„ eon,ml tlma.gd, me, thcHrish 

IsoVer.. As for V ..rolling him „r uilvising him t„r Ins gtss. l»«jll^ 

at lie. „,„i .„. The i»,liey is natural enough in a .. who has had to lac, no s, nous 

oiiposii io,, i,. I,.- murdered his In-others ami the disaster ol Sartl. 

11 \v hill I ..I die.iii.se from mvself the .. having only „i,o man to 

humour -I perm.,,!., in this .own, there’m.. present to my mind two dangers. he 

4.1 isie.i Sheihh Mill,Utah should I,V smile rash ambitious venture, "specially in the 

,|l r ,.,.,i.I' I'-,.., entangle ,H seriotislv 1,1 an iaop|mr;ime moment - null lew nuimeiits 

indeed would !»• opportune in u ip'iarrel with the Turkish (lovernment, in which we 

eotild not with anv sense of right, defend our protege. 

i ; . .. ... I., mv loin,I, is internal. Sheikh Mulsimk, hy u violent act ol 

1,),„,,Is!I Io mover nil,I he sue,-.led to:, tow,, that had undoubtedly heel, well 

omerned in il.e past 'fie pie were tented, lightly taxed, and enjoyed a largo 

me asm. of i i ii lepen, lems'. The Sheikh „f old times was merely primus inter pans, amt 
riri, pearl „„ r...|„,„is had their sav ill all laaltrrsofaihaiuistratioi.. , , 

\] „ I ,,r this former stale of affairs still exist m the r,,llgh-alid-rea,lv (.mirts 

||j,.' ,j]...... 11 „r .re,,t,tile eases, the wav the pearling is managed and all rights 

..| I.v , u .tom, ami the general altitu'de of the |.pie, who show a lvnmrkahlo 

nl»i1it v l" niaia:*u** town atVairs without undue in!• , **l‘**i , «*i»Ci* troitt either King or 

1 "'"*TI.|,| svst.Mii, under the iron rule of Sheikh Mubarak, is rapidly breaking down, 

.I II,,- wl.Is tun, rastilv. The merchant Sheikhs are things „l the. past and the lew 

,|,| music 1- ,l.,re not , all'll,„ir souls their own. This won!,I not Dignity it the sheikh 

ilimselfw.e. a!.... Itul a g I V or two in the pear trade and the sudden 

ineiva-e of revenue from the hni»,rtuti,,n ol arms Ini'" revealed ill Inin it hit Junto 
misuspe, ie,| last., for lusarv and ostentatious display The taxes are still low, hill have 

increased npidlv of past rear- and new extortionate demands have I.it levied on t ie 

ie Kvervihiiig points i„ lean years to come, and il is prohlematieal whether the 

S|„'il,l, will I.i j a - slrenolh of mind to .. It is far more prolmble that la, 

will in.,. is le,„uad.s ,,,7 the people and drive t ,a,le out of the town At present 
the people who eon,plain ,oatii,nailv. look to . th"ir deliverers. It win »' an 

,plea..,Ml .-or US when ll.ev arrive at a juste,- view of the'Situation and realize 

11,„I i, la ..„pp.,rt ,'hiellv that has eimhled and will enable Sheikh Multuraks 

desm.ii..,,, I,, iloiirisli, ami I,night him that he need no longer rely on the alleotailis„t Ins 
iKs'ple mill their eoalidemv in' his strength, wealth, and justice _ . . 

JO It will 1 crimpsI.Mihjeel,si that a most,if not the most, mijiortnnt colisaleratnin 
of this problem has I veil lost sight of in this lteporl; this is the diplomatic 
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advisability of keeping Sheikh Mubarak in (rood humourwitb a view to utilizing Kowglt 
and its Rulers as a formidable outwork of British influence in tile Persian liiilf. The 
tli,,,ndit is ever present, but here so much depends on strings that are pulled in Loudon, 
(..mstanfiiiopl,., or Berlin, that 1 may be freely forgiven for leaving this care to 
iuinioasurably wiser heads than mine. 

*J1. I have ventured to use the question of Sheikh Mubarak's salute as a text on 
wiiiclt to hang, I fear, a lengthy dissertation on problems that have long K*en troubling 
i,,,-. After detailing the considerations that have guided me to a decision, I have the 
honour to recommend the salute of eleven guns to Sheikh Mulxirak as a pur&mul salute. 
1 venture to consider the personal ^proviso indispensable, and think that it should lx; 
cii-,.fully explained to Sheikh Mubarak that we do not consider the ordinary dignity of 

Sheikh of Koweit entitles him to more lliau five—a salute of five guns to tin* heir- 
ai,|liiivtil. Sheikh Jahir, when he represents his father, and a salute ol three guns when 
Ii,- visits on his own account. 


Inclosure 5 in No. o-0. 

Major Pridraux Io Major ('ox. 

Bahrein , Jitlji 11, l DOS. 

I U.VVK the honour to submit, for consideration, the anomally which exists in 
,v U ard Io lhe salutes which the Chief of Bahrein ami the Political Agent receive from 
British < lovernimuit vessels (siteh as are authorized to lire salutes) at the termination ol 
jjtficiid visits oil board in this port. 

o. The political Agent, on the analogy of Indian appointments of the same status, 
is entitled, I believe, to a salute of eleven' guns whenever he pays an oflicial visit to an 
authority who can pay the compliment. Me ought, therefore, on a few occasions 
annually to In* given such a salute by the Chief of Bahrein, hut whilst Sheikh Ksa 
jv,'fives onlv five guns from British men-of-war ami Indian marine ships, it seems 
invidious to expect him to concede this compliment gracefully, and I have never mooted 
11 ,,- point on my own behalf, though I have found no difficulty in getting salutes paid 
to the Naval Commander-in-chief and to the Political Resident when they have called 
upon him. 

T!ie present annual revenue of the Bahrein State maybe estimated at .'1 lakhs 
of rupees, though under a lietter administration it should lie easily capable of expansion^ 
to 6*lakhs. I believe that a large number of Indian rulers, such as the Chiefs of 
Ajaigarh, Baoiii, and Chhatarpur, who receive salutes of eleven guns, possess smaller 
revenues than the Baliiviii Chief, Mid though their dominions may he more extensive, 
tli ir political importance at the present day is perhaps not so great, la the circuni- 
stiiiiffs, therefore, I would like to see the status of the Bulavin Principality enhanced 
to a suitable degree as soon as the general circumstances of tin* Chief’s relations with 
the Government of India are considered to be sufficiently satisfactory. It might, 
perhaps, 1 m* found desirable to give the Chief ordinarily a salute of eleven gnus, with a 
{M-rsonal sahlle in Sheikh Ksa’s case ol twelve guns (r/. the case of the Sultan • *1 Shall!’ 
mid Mukallu), which would properly mark his position 1h*1o\n that, of tins Political 
Resident, but tils)vc the Political Agent’s. If the salute of the Political Resident 
could also U* enhanced, l would even advocate giving the Chief of Bahrein thirteen 
guns, , , 

I. With regard to the question of the opportuneness of sueli inodifieation, I am 
in lined i . recommend some procrastination, as I do not think there is any occasion for 
immediately granting Sheikh Ksa fresh favours, after remitting t wo years of his neohew 
Slicikh Ali > punishment of exile, and in view of the fact that the people ol Bahrein 
wmild perhaps only think that the honour was being conferred in expiation for previous 
harsh treatment, . . 

a flu* obstinacy ami folly which the Chief has displayed in persisting in the 
formation of his own Customs Department this year, bv means of which he will 
pr-.Kd.lv obtain h*. ■> than a lakh of revenue, is hardly likely to survive much longer, 
ami 1 hope tlmt within the next year or two, the force of circumstances will induce thu 
Siieikh to accept our advice about the reformation of his administration in this resnect. 
Il in the interim Sheikh 1 ’^sji sees that some of his compeers are being honoured by^ 
the Government ami raised to higher grade than his own on account ostensibly of 
their friendship and amenity displayed towards in, the requisite^ incentive might 
possibly he provided to initiate a perfectly satisfactory condition ol affairs here. 










0 . At till! present time, with the one exception of the customs question, I think [ 
cun confidently assert that the relations between myself and Sheikh Esa are as intimate 
ami Cordial as can lie wished for, and there are no outstanding cases in dispute calling 
for a reference to the Government of India, 


[16316] No. 321. 

Mr-. J. It. 1‘reecc to Foreign Office.—(Received April 30.1 

J, tit. James Piece, London, April 29, 190!). 

1 G.WI'. the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
2 ilh instant regarding the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

I am afraid that the Persian Foreign Minister in his private letter to Sir Ucor™> 
lltmdny has written miller a misapprehension. In accordance with the Concession, before 
the , latiites of the Articles of Agreement or Association were completed (hey were 
shown to the Imperial Commissioner, and lie with his lawyers, Messrs. Ltunley and 
•III,dey, . Heeled certain alterations which were agreed to. ' At the last moment, the 
lawyers "I, the Imperial Commissioner suggested that their names as solicitors to the 
Imperial < .oniniissumers should appear on the prospectus, hut as these were already 
printed n was then too late to alter the paper. They, however, pointed out that this 
could lie obviated and the same end obtained by its being inserted in the 
advertisements in the various newspapers; and this was done, their name appearing 
in even paper in which the Company was advertised in Guidon and the country last 
Saturday. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. It. PIIEEOE. 


[16364! No. 322. 

N Sir ri. Nicolson la Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 30.) 

(1 clcgraphic.) 1'. St. Retershurgh, April 30,1800. 

, , ~";T',", l ''.c f r ll "' SlmlL V,mr hdegram No. 022 of the 2Sth instant. 

I I. day toll M. Iclmrykow that there was no objection on thepartof llis Maicstv’s 
lovernmeiil lu the two Representatives giving the Shah a written guarantee if the two 
beprese,natives themselves saw no objection to such a course, and provided the 
a-surane, s given were strictly hunted to those which the dragomans gave verbally to 
Ills Alajrsty in December 1908. 

M. Ii harykow said that he would inform M. Saldino of this by telegraph. 


[16365 1 No. 323. 

J.. . ^ * ir A'Vo/son III Sir Edvard Greg.—(Received April 30.) 

(Toh’grapliio.)^ P. ^ ^ ^ ^ «. ,’etrr.diargl,, April 30, 1900. 

- 'Vl.i.t-yk.iir that the ll„s S i;„, advance guard is now in the 

neighbourhood of the n wn, that Sa.tar Khan has shown himself well disposed towards 
In m, and that the} met with a good reception on the way. M. Teliurykolf added that 
(, "'T". a| ’! i "" K'oitld be sent Ironi Tehran to takeover the eommand of the Persian 
fossil .ksl"",""g part ot Ain-ed-l >owleh s force. M. Telmrykolf explained that the 
luissi.m tnaernnietil thought it would be well, now that hostilities between the two 

purt'os were at .-ml, that a htissiui, ollieer should be In command of the Cossacks, 

?" 1 1:11 ll " | crmi"iition of negotiations with the Nationalists the Cossacks might bo 
IV “ 111 '"habitants of Tulireez being pillaged or maltreated bv the 

Kovalist troops. 


8 ir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 30.) 

(No. 346 J 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 30,1909. 

TABREICZ. 

With reference to my telegram No. 333 of the 27tli instant, I havo received the 
following telegram No. I OS of the 28th instant from His Majesty's consul-general ■— 
The bocal Assembly yesterday asked the Shah to restore the old constitution, 
informing him that the proposed arrangement on the lines of religious law was not 
acceptable. Negotiations are continuing to-day at the telegraph ollieo. 

Many foreign subjects are still anxious, and the situation in the town remains 
unsatisfactory. 

It is believed that Bagher Khan intends to go ovor to the Shah’s party. 

Provisions are still very short, but they are gradually coming in. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Greg.—(Received April 30.) 

(No. 317.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 30, 1909. 

TAIMKEZ. 

1 have received the following telegram No. 109 of yesterday from llis Majesty's 
consul-general:— 

This morning Sattar Khan called to express his profound gratitude to Great 
Britain. 

lie is confident for tho future, Imt, too changeable to bo entirely trustworthy. 
Provisions are coining in regularly, and to-morrow tho bakers’ shops will bo 
reopened. 

l til the whole tho situation appears to be clearing up, though no answer as to 
the Constitution has as yot boon given to the Anjuinan. 

(Confidential.) 

The Russian general will be asked by my Russian colleague to send 300 men into 
the town. This number appears to me exaggerated, but I hardly think it worth while 
to make any objection. The men will be used to guard foreign houses and institutions. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 30.) 

(No. 3 IS.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 30, 1909. 

TABRF.EZ. 

I have received the following telegram No. 110 from llis Majesty's consul- 
general :— 

The royalist armies are dispersing. 

Tomorrow tho normal postal service will be resumed. 

Yesterday evening ISO Russian soldiers reached the Agi bridge, and entered tho 
town this morning without a hitch. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Greg. (Received April 30.) 

(No. 319.' 

Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 30, 1909. 

GERMAN consular agent at Tabreoz. 

With reference to my telegram No. 338 of the 2Sth instant. 

The German consular agent lias replied to the request for an explanation declaring 
that interested members of the bocal Assembly have been using his name, but that lie 
lias strictly abstained from all political agitation. 


[inter 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschcn. 

(No. 180.) 

(Tolographic:} P. Foreign Office , April 30, 1000. 

THANK the German Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs for his friendly attitude 
as reported in your telegram No. 50 of yesterday, and tell bis Excellency that wo 
appreciate it warmly. Tell him also that His Majesty s ships at Bushire have already 
received instructions to take any steps that may be necessary to protect foreign 
Consulates and -.objects, and that wo are now sending to His Majesty’s Consul-General 
Bpcciui instruct ions to ascertain from his Herman colleague what protection is required 
for German subjects and to take measures accordingly. 

Thu situation at Bushin: has greatly improved, and you may add an intimation to 
that effect. 


[16226] No. 321). 

sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 218.) 

(Telegraphic.) I\ Foreign Office, April 30, 1001). 

VOlf should instruct His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushiro in the sense of my 
telegram No. |8t) of to-day to Sir K. Goschcn. 

In present circumstances there is no need for the Admiral’s stay to be cut short. 


[154151 No. 330. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 30, 1909. 

WITH reference (o my letter of the *2« th ultimo, relative to the proposal of the 
Govenmi' iit of India that certain works should !•«• undertaken at Bassidu at the joint 
expense of lie- British .and Indian Exchequers, I am directed hv Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the Treasury in reply to the 
conuhunieatioii whieh he caused to In* addressed to that Department on the above 
date. 0 

Viscount Morlev will perceive that the Lords (Vnnmissioiicrs arc prepared to accept 
usa charge t.» British furnL a moiety of the expenditure promised, with the exception of 
the portion of it which is connected'with the repair of the tombstones in the cemetery. 

I am l<» inform vou that Sir E. Grey concurs in the proposal of the Government of 
India, subject t»» the condition laid down hy their Lordships. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


115919.1 No. 331. 

Foreiyn Office to Mr. M. Ellin ger. 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 30, 1909. 

I AM directed hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23rd instant relative to the inquiry made by liis .Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran as to how long M» -is. Andrew Weir and Co. can, without loss, postpone 
further shipments ol oxide 1 1 -in the Bland oi Ormuz. 

I am to iuf-aiii you that, as a result of the interview which you had at this Office 
on tin* 2t»th instant with Mr. Norman, Sir E. Grey addressed a telegram to Sir G. 
Barclay staling that, as the rapidity with which it would pay Messrs. Weir to ship tho 
oxide depended mi the demand for that article in the market, which could uot.be 
calculated beforehand, it was impossible to return a definite reply to liis inquiry. 
Sir E. Grey added that you were unable to understand his reason for asking the 
question. 


• No. L*4l». 
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Sir E. Grey has now received a further telegram from Sir G. Barclay, in reply to 
his communication, stating that his inquiry was prompted by the fear that the reported 
stoppage of mining operations might be injurious to the interests of Messrs. Weir, in 
which case strong action might be needed. Sir G. Barclay adds that there are already 
3,000 tons of oxide awaiting shipment, and that no ship is yet expected at Ormuz. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[16475] No. 332. 

Mr. ./. /(. Prcecc to Foreign Office.—(Received May 1.) 

1, St. James' Place, Pall Mall, London, 
Dear Mr. Mallet, April 29, 1909. 

WITH reference to your note of the 3rd instant and mine of the 15th, regarding 
the salary of the Imperial Commissioner, will you get a reply from Sir George Barclay 
authorizing us to pay tho Imperial Commissioner his salary from the 1st instant? 
lie is somewhat anxious about it, and judging by the telegram whieh he has received 
from the Sadr Azam, referred to in the inclosure to my note, whieh I have seen, he is 
entitled to, but which wc cannot pay until authorized to do so by you. 

Bloase excuse the trouble I am giving. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) J. 11. PREECE. 


[16493] No. 333. 

Sir G . Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 1.) 

(No. 350.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran , May 1, 1909. 

SHAH has dismissed Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Latter has identified himself with the representations <ff the two Legations, ami 
has taken a determined stand against reactionary iiilluences opposed to us. liis 
dismissal, Xaib-es-Sultaneh’s appointment, and other indications show that the Shah 
remains obstinate, and this Homing of the two Legations has compelled ns to abandon 
our intention of avoiding details until the Shah lias officially signified his acceptance of 
the programme. 

Although it was agreed between the two Governments only to suggest privately 
the composition of the Cabinet, we have I'rlt it our duty to protest strongly, ami the two 
dragomans informed the Shall last night that unless he forthwith dismissed Nail) and 
reinstated Suad-cd-ltowleli the two Representatives would inform their Governments 
that liis Majesty had rejected their adviee. The Shah declared that he accepted tho 
programme, but be was very firm about exclusion of Snad-cd-HowIeli, and I know he 
intends to make a determined stand against admission of Xasr-ul-Mulk. 

The. two Representatives feel that inclusion in the Cabinet of these two should he 
made the lest of the Shah’s sincerity, and that unless he agrees forthwith to accept 
them he should In* told that the t wo Powers regard him as having rejected their advice. 
Nasr-ul-.Mulk is indispensable for any reforming Cabinet, and, although much may he 
said against Saad-ed-Dowlch, he has, for a Persian, rare courage, whieh is especially 
needed at this moment. 

We have been very loth to depart from course laid down of private suggestion, but 
by making a firm stand at this stage we shall, il the Shah yields, have a better chance 
of an execution of programme. Partial execution would Ik* positively mischievous. 

Ho the two Governments concur? Without authorisation we cannot take further 
action iu above-mentioned sense, which amounts to more intervention than was 
intended. 

I exclude as almost negligible chance of tho negotiations with Tabreez resulting 
ul themselves in a satisfactory Constitution, though of course this would be best 
solution. 

(Scut to St. Petersburg!!.) 









(16495] 


No. 33-1. 

Sir G. Hurcluy to Sir Eihrard Grey.—{Received Hay 1.) 

(Telegriipmc.) 1’. Tehran, May 1,1009. 

.STATUS of Russian officers in Tehran. 

ii would appear lhat the Russian officers of the Cossack Brigade are still under 
tlie orders of their own Government in spite of the contrary impression which 1 had 
received, , 

II' a Russian captain is sent to lake command of Persian Cossacks at labreez, I 
presume that he will bo instructed to take no part personally in hostilities which may 
possibly break out afresh, the Shah not having as yet come definitely to terms with 
Tabrcoz. 


[15910J No. 335. 

Foreiyn Office to Mr. IT. K. 1)' A icy. 

(Private and Confidential.) 

Dear Mr. D'Arcy, Foreiyn Office, May 1, 1909. 

SIR EDWARD tIRBY referred to Sir Cl. Barclay by telegraph the request 
contained in the last paragraph ol your letter of the 0th ultimo for an explanation of 
tho statement made by His Majesty's Consul at Aliwaz, that difficulties may arise in 
future in connection with the presence of an Indian guard at the works of tho 
Concessions Syndicate, especially when Mr. Reynolds proceeds on leave. 

Sir H. Barclay has now 'reported that difficulties might ariso owing to the 
inexplicable and undue interference of Mr. Reynolds’ understudy. 

1 would refer you in this connection to toy letter of the 27th ultimo, marked 
" private and confidential.” 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) C. UARDINGE. 


[16498] No. 3110. 

Sir A. B’icolson to Sir Edward Grey .—(Received May 2.) 

(No. 237.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1*. St. Pctcrsbunjh, May 2, 1909. 

PERSIAN reforms. Telegram No. 350 of the 1st instant from Tehran. 

The Russian Government, M. Tcharykow informs me, are ol' opinion that it would 
be impossible for the reforms to lie undertaken by any Cabinet which did not include 
Saad-e l-Dowleh and Nnsr-td-Mulk. M. Tcharykow intends to ask the Emperor to 
sanction the dispatch of instructions to M. Sabline to state that if the inclusion in the 
t'abinel of these two individuals is refused by the Shah the two Governments will 
consider such refusal as equivalent to rejection of the advice which they have given to 
llis Majesty. 


116496] No. 337. 

Sir (i. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received May 2.) 

(No. 352.) 

(Telegraphic.) I'. Tehran, May 2, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops for Urumia. 

I have received the following telegram No. 112 of the 1st May from llis Majesty’s 
consul-general at Tabrcoz : — 

'• 1 1. urn from my Russian colleague that the Russian force when passing through 
Maraud released ih dork of their Vie.-t '.insulate at Urumia and three Russian ('ossacks. 
'I law had been sent by the vice-consul at Urumia to telegraph from .Jnlfa for the extra 

... . ,,f - i ne thirty Cossacks which they had been promised if necessary. They were 

seized bv 'sugai Nizam, and when released had been imprisoned in chains for six days. 
" K'i-siaucoiisiil-geitoral tells mo that his vice-consul at Urumia is apprehensive. 1 
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[16364] No. 335 a. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 219.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, May 1, 1909. 

J 01NT guarantee to Shah. 

As soon as instructions havo been received by Russian charge d’affaires you may 
act in accordance with telegram No. 235 of the 30th April from St. Petersburg!!. 


[15243] No. 335 u. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 220.) 

(Telegraphic.) I 1 . Foreiyn Office, May 1,1909. 

Oil. syndicate. 

Eoritner’s despatch, last paragraph, enclosed in your No. 13 of the 1th March. 
We have received an enquiry from tho syndicate in connection with the proposed 
construction of telephone and telegraph lines along the pipe lino, as to whether in our 
opinion they can legally carry out tliis proposal without consulting Persian Government 
(see article 2 of concession, last sentence). Unless you see objection, we wotdil answer 
that if the syndicate on their own responsibility are prepared to proceed to work 
without, consulting the Persian Government wo will support their claim if necessary, 
but we think it would bo better for the syndicate if this question were not raised with 
Persian Government. 

\\ ith regard to tho proposal made by Reynolds for instituting telegraphic com¬ 
munication between the oil Syndicate’s plant and a point on the Shatt-el-Arab, Barker 
has been instructed by Kirk to discourage the idea, as it is thought advisable here 
to keep tho affairs of the oil syndicate distinct from those of the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department. 
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have had no news from this place for a month, but I gathered from my Russian colleague 
that the attitude of the Nationalists was merely ofTensivo and that nothing particular 
had occurred ; he had, however, requested of his legation that a force might be sent 
there. 

“ The Nationalists are in great force along the Turkish frontier and serious 
complications might result from this step, which I think would be only warranted by 
the gravest necessity.” 

M. Sabline .tells me that four Russian Cossacks and two Porsian Gholnms left 
Unimia four weeks ago and have since disappeared ; his consul’s intention really is to 
send a small force to ascertain the fate of these men. Ho adds that the dispatch of 
such a detachment rests entirely with the St. Petersburgh authorities. 

I have informed him that the Russian troops have already found and released 
some men, probably a portion of the party in question, and have made him acquainted 
with the sense of the last paragraph of Mr. Wratislaw’s telegram. 

Could not the Russian Government be urged to defer dispatch of troops until 
careful enquiry has failed to disclose the whereabouts of the men stated to be missing. 


[16769] No. 338. 

Mr. M. Ellinger to Foreign Office.—(Received May 3.) 

Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, Muy 1, 1909. 

I AM in receipt of yours of the 30lh ultimo, and note that Sir G. Barclay’s inquiry 
as to how long Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. could without, loss postpone their ship¬ 
ments of oxide from the Island of Hormuz was prompted by a fear that the reported 
stoppage of mining operations might be injurious to the interests of Messrs. Weir and 
Co., in which case strong action might be needed. Wo do not think that Sir G. Barclay 
underestimated the quantity awaiting shipment, and it is perfectly correct that no ship 
is at present expected at Hormuz. 

It appears that when, on the 4th December, 1908, I informed you that the contract 
had been signed by the Mouin-ut-Tujjar and ourselves a..d Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. 
for the sale of oxido to the latter for threo years, I omitted to mention that the contract 
gave Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. a monopoly of the sale of the oxide; and it is 
consequently of importance that Sir G. Barclay should be informed of this, as it would 
he very injurious to the interests of all concerned if oxide were allowed to bo removed 
from die island for the purpose of shipment or sale by any other than the Mouin-ut-Tujjar 
or Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. 

I shall be obliged if you will notify Sir G. Barclay of this at once, as if tho 
Nationalists are interfering with the mining at Hormuz this would appear at the moment 
to be the danger to which thoso interested aro oxposed. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) M. ELLINGER. 


[ 16651 ] No. 339 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 3.) 

(No. 353.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 3, 1909. 

LIE it.MANS at Bush ire. 

1 have instructed His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire in the sense of your 
telegram No. 218, and have informed him very confidentially of part of tho contents of 
telegram No. 56 from Berlin. 

1 have now received from him the following telegrams, Nos. 418 and 419 :— 

No. 418 of tho 1st May : 

“ Following to corroborate my previous reference :— 

“ Seyyid Murteza had been asked by four notables chosen by seventeen persons 
representing the whole community to render an account of tho diverted customs receipts 
and to dismiss his Tufangchis. They received a formal reply to the effect that if 1 were 
[1049] * 2 N 
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to give a guarantee of the withdrawal within three days of British bluejackets to the 
Seyyid through the medium of the German consulate he would comply with their 
request.” 

No. 410 of the 1st May : 

“ We have good circumstantial evidence for believing that the German consulate 
has all alonir, with the sole object of raising obstacles tor us, given support and incite¬ 
ment to Seyyid Murteza, to whom all our troubles here are due. Direct indications of 
this are reported in my previous telegram of to-day. 

“ On every occasion when the question of guards for foreigners has arisen I have 
consulted with my German colleague, and have entirely complied with his requests. In 
view of this, his application for a ship is instructive. 

“ The story that a German war-ship had arrived or was about to arrive at Muscat 
has for the last two or three days been constantly related by the Mirza of the German 
consulate." 

I have brought this matter to the notice of the German Minister, and 1. have no 
doubt that he will give the necessary hint to the German consul, though I have had no 
answer yet. 


116497J No. 310 

Sir G. Hardiiy to Sir Edward Qrey.—(Received Mai/ 3.) 

(No. 354.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 3, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops for Urumia. 

1 have just learned from M. Subline that his Government considers unnecessary the 
proposed dispatch of troops mentioned in my telegram No. 352 of to-day. 


116685J No. 311. 

Sir (i. Itarelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 3.) 

(No. 355.) 

('Holographic.) I 1 . Tehran, May 3, 1909. 

ISPAHAN. 

In reply to the note which I addressed to the Persian Government holding the 
Shah responsible for any danger to British lives through hostilities at Ispahan, the 
Shah has sent to inform me that his troops are returning to Kashun. This is doubtless 
duo to the paralysis caused by Amir Bahadur Jung's dismissal. 


[167771 No. 312. 

Sir G. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 3.) 

(No. 35li.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 3, 1909. 

SAMS A M-KS-Sl • I.TAN Mil and Snrdari Cessad, who has presumably arrived at 
Ispahan, have telegraphed jointly to all the foreign legations expressing their gratitude 
for the measures taken to save Tabreez, but asking at the. same time that the Powers 
should now interfere no further in their internal all'airs. They add, after protestations of 
loyally to the Shah, that tie r and all other nationalists tire about to march on the 
capital to force on His Majesty tin- fulfilment of pledges made to his people. 


[166861 No. 313. 

Sir G. liarclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 3.) 

(No. 357.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 3, 1909. 

SI I All’S birthday congratulations. 

It the Shah formally accepts our programme the King might wish to telegraph his 
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[16475] 


(No. 221.) 
(Telegraphic.) I*. 
OIL syndicati 
Syndicate wis' 
lHill April Inst. 


felicitations on the occasion of Mohamed Ali's birthday, which falls on Wednesday next 
In the case of acceptance, where shall I telegraph the King ? 

There are now indications which point to the Shah’s officially accepting the 
programme, hut until we insist on the execution of details matters will not come to 
a head. 


[16687] ' No. 344. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 3.) 

(N«» 358.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , May 3, 1909. 

TA BKEEZ. 

The following are extracts from a telegram No. 113 of the 2nd May which 1 have 
received from his Majesty’s consul-general :— 

“There passed through Tabrecz this morning a telegram addressed to the Czar by 
the Shah, in which the latter stated that he had changed his Ministers ami granted a 
constitution in compliance with the Czar's wishes, and that he trusted that His Majesty 
would see that his rights as a Sovereign were respected. 

“ There are 269 Russian troops in the town, and the general informs me that he 
has nearly 4,000 men under his orders.” 


[16498] No. 345. 

Sir Edtpard Grey to Sir A. Nicohon. 

(No. 039.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyu Office , May 3, 1909. 

WE share the opinion of the Russian Government respecting the composition of 
the new Persian Cabinet, and concur in the course which they propose to adopt as 
reported in your telegram No. 237 of yesterday. 

Please inform them of this, and add that we are sending the necessary instructions 
1 Lis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. 


No. 340*. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

Foreign Office , May 3, 1909. 

Salary of Imperial commissioner. 

Ii to know result of your enquiries as to my telegram No. 161 of the 


[16651] No. 346. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 

(No. 183.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , May 3, 1909. 

1NKOHM German Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of the incident reported 
in telegram No. 418 from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bush ire to Jlis Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran (see the latter’s telegram No. 353 bf to-day), and tell his Excellency 
that Major Cox has from the first consulted his German colleague as to the protection 
required by German subjects, and has complied with all his wishes in that respect. 
Mention also the proceedings of the Mirzu of the German Consulate, reported by Major 
Cox in his telegram No. 419 to Sir G. Barclay, and state that the latter is in corre¬ 
spondence on the subject with the German Minister. 


[16316] No. 317. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 223.) 

(lelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 3, 1909. 

WITH reference to the question raised in your telegram No. 315 of the 24th ultimo, 
I learn from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company that they showed the statutes of the 
Articles of Association or Agreement to the Imperial Commissioner be fort' they, were 
Completed. The Commissioner made some alterations in the statutes on tlie advice ot 
hislawyers, Messrs. Lumley ami Lumley, which the Company accepted. Messrs. Lumley 
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suggested that their name, as lawyers to the Commissioner, should appear in the 
prospectus, but this proposal was made at the last moment, too late to he acted on. 
All the advertisements of the Company in the press contain, however, Messrs. Lumley’s 
name. 


[ 16498 ] No. 348. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 225.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Foreign Office, May 3, 1909. 

AS soon as the Russian Chargd d’Affaires receives his instructions to make joint 
representations as to the composition of the Persian Cabinet, you may act on the proposal 
contained in your tolegram No. 350 of the 1st instant, which expresses the views of 
the Itussian Government and our own. (See Sir A. Nicolsons telegram No. 237 of 
yesterday, and my telegram No. 639 to him of to-day.) 


1 . 16769 ] No- 349. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 22(1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 3, 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 336 of the 27th ultimo, Mr. Ellinger is 
anxious that you should know that the monopoly of the sale ol oxide from Hormuz 
belongs to Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., in virtue of their contract with the Moin-ut- 
Tujjar, and therefore that, if anybody hut Messrs. Weir or the Moin himself were to 
remove oxide from the island, British interests would he injured. 

We have replied to Mr. Ellinger that you are perfectly aware that no oxide must 
be removed by other people, and that you would take action immediately to prevent it 
if any were necessary. 


[ 16955 ] No. 350. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 01.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 3, 1909. 

THE Persian Minister called at this Office to-day, and read Sir C. Hardinge a 
telegram from the Shah to the effect that the British and’ Russian Ministers at Tehran 
had received a Petition from the Saad-od-I)owloh to be maintained in his position as 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, from which post he had just been dismissed, and that he 
Imped that the two Ministers would not insist on his reinstatement. The Shah 
expressed his readiness to appoint anybody as Minister for Foreign Affairs whom I 
might approvo. 

Sir ('. Hardinge told him that His Majesty’s Government had not received nows 
from Tehran to the above effect, but that 1 was much dissatisfied with the appointment 
of the Naih-es-Sultaneh as Grand Vizier, and that if the Shah wished to put an end to 
the present situation at once, and to forestall any further action on tho part of the two 
Representatives at Tehran, ho should at once appoint a Grand Vizier and a Minister 
for Foreign Affairs whom the two Ministers at Tehran could approve. Sir C. Hardinge 
added that 11 is Majesty’s Government must insist on the now Cabinet being composed 
of able and satisfactory persons, and that after what had occurred they could not 
regard as inspiring confidence any Cabinet which did not include the Sttad-ed-DowlcU 
and the Nasr-ul-Mulk. 

The Minister said he would reply to the Shah's telegram in this senso. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 





[16947] 


No. 353 a. 

Sir K liertie to Sir Eiluanl Grey.—(Recoiled May 4.) 


(No. G!).) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Paris, May 4, 1909. 

PRUSSIA. 

Under instructions from the Shall thu Persian Minister camo to see me this 
mi inline, mill in request that I should inform you that His Majesty had dismissed 
S.-iud-ctl-Dinvloh, tho Minister for Foreign Affairs, who has been, the Shah states, the 
Iiritu-i|,:iI obstacle to the execution of Uis Majesty’s good intentions ns regards reforms. 

I he Minister went on to say that Saad-cd-Dowleli had become very unpopular, and 
had lost llte conlidence of the Shah. Ilis Majesty anticipates that the ex-Minister, being 
a great intriguer, may attempt to enlist tho support of the British and Russian 
Legations at Tehran itt order to get hack into power, and Uis Majesty would therefore 
lie glad d the Legations could he warned not to give heed to Saad-ed-Dowleh’s 
representations. 

The Shall is inclined to nominate as his successor either Aln-os-Snltanch (father 
ol the present Minister in London, and himself formerly Minister there) or some other 
person who has the sympathy "f Kughind and Russia and the confidence of Ilis 
Majesty. 

The Persian Minister is anxious to answer the Shah's telegram. He says that he 
I.no" ~ Saad-ed-l towleh !< 1 have frequently changed his views, lint he himself takes no 
part either for or against him. 

I he Shall lias made a like communication through tin Persian Minister to the 
Russian Ambassador lions Ilis Majesty has adopted this means of eomuiiiuicatioti 
because the Persian Minister at St, Petersburg!! is a cousin of Saad-ed-Dowleh. 


16931] No. 353 n. 

( 'onsul-deuerul ('ox to Sir G. Barclay .— (Received May -1.) 

(No.: ILLS to Tehran.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Busliire, May 1, 1909. 

I I is necessary that “ Persepnlis" should go to Shatl-el-Arab in order to lake in 
supplies it fresh water and I see no objection to this being done. A promise has been 
given that she will return at once and not to bring any outsider back with her. More¬ 
over, the leaders here have received a telegram from the Ulema of Nejef saying that 
they eau support the appointment of Daria llegi after the assurances which he has 
given them. 
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[16876] No. 351. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4) 

(No. 359.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 4, 1909. 

OJI. Syndicate. 

I concur in the reply proposed in your telegram No. 220 as to tho Syndicate’s right 
of laying a wire along the pipe-line. 


[16912] No. 352. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 

(No. 3o0.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. Tehran, May 4, 1909. 

(11L Syndicate. 

J am pressing the Persian Government for an answer to your telegram No. 221. 
hut such disorganisation prevails that reply is likely to be delayed. 


[16949] No. 353. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 

(No. 3G1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 4, 1909. 

SHAH and constitution. 

Tho Actiug Minister for Foreign Affairs has officially informed my Russian 
colleague and myself that the Shah has accepted the advice tendered to him by us on 
22nd April. 

In view of this official acceptance we shaU to-morrow givo His Majesty tho 
assurances authorised iu writing. 

The Shah desires that a meeting should be held between the two representatives 
and his delegates, whore explanations of certain points of detail, for which Ilis 
Majesty wishes, may bo given. 


116955] No. 354. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie .“ 

(No. 339.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 4, 1909. 

IN a telegram communicated by tho Persian Minister yesterday, the Shah purges 
that wo should not press the reappointment of Saad-ed-Dowleh. 

The Minister was informed that Ilis Majesty should not delay the appointment, of 
a Grand Vizier aud Minister for Foreign Affairs deserving tho approval of the British 
and Russian Representatives at Tehran, and that in view of recent events, no Cabiuut 
which did not include Saad-ed-Dowleh and Nasr-el-Mulk could bo regarded here as 
inspiring confidence. 


i 16931] No. 355. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 228.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Ol/ice, May 4, 1909. 

IN view of tho telegram of Uis Majesty’s Consul-General at Iiusliire to you No. 428 
uf to-day, tin 1 “ l’ersopolis” may be allowed to leave if you see no objection, subject to 
(lie reimbursement of tho sums which have boon diverted from the Customs, and if llte 
Darya llegi is not accompanied by a lighting force he may be allowed to land. It iu 
impossible to allow foreigners to run risks from a collision between any Tangistauis 
who might return to Bushiro aud tho I larya Hegi’s men. 


2 O 


[1919] 


• Also to Sir G. Barclay, No. 227. 
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[12115] No. 356. 

Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 4, 1909. 

WITI I reference to my letter of the ‘29th October, 1908, relative to the repairs to tin; 
Ooclar Bridge on the Ahwaz Ispahan road, I am directed hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey 
to transmit' to you herewith a Memorandum on the subject prepared in this Office. 

[ am to inform you that Sir E. Grey is in general agreement with the opinions 
expressed in this paper, and I am to suggest that the most suitable course for your 
Company to pursue in order to reach a solution of tin 1 present difficulty would l>o to 
approach the Bakhtiari Khans direct with a view to obtain their consent to a reference 
of the question to some suitable Arbitrator to be agreed on by the parties and approved 
by His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


Inclosurc in No. 350. 

Memorandum on the Incidence at’ Pic Responsibility for defraying the Cost of the Repairs 
la the Oodar liridge on the Ahwaz- Ispahan Road. 

THE Persian Transport Company have not communicated to the Foreign Office 
the full text of the Report of Mr. Howard Humphreys, the engineer whom they 
consulted with reference to the repairs to be curried out on the Godrtr Bridge, but the 
“outline" of his opinion, inclosed in their letter of the 19th October last, does not 
appear to meet the facts of the case as now ascertained. 

These lactssliow that the delects which have made their appearance in the bridge 
are due to an obvious unsuitability in its original design which necessitates certain 
structural alterations, and that, in so far as the bridge has been misused hy unequal 
loading, this constitutes no more than u contributory aggravation of its primary 
unsuitable condition. 

The question thru presents itself as to who is responsible for this unsuitability of 
design, and who is chargeable with the expense of rectifying or attempting to 
rectify it. 

The bridge was erected by Messrs. Lynch Brothers for the Khans under a species 
of contract, and the responsibility for suitability of design rested on the former, as 
being t he only persons coneerned in a position to judge of such matters. The responsi¬ 
bilities incurred by Messrs. Lynch Brothers in regard to the construction of the road 
have since been taken over by the Persian Transport C ompany. 

It. is true mu the other baud that, though the bridge was in the first instance built 
bv Messrs. Lynch Brothers at their own expense, up to the present only a portion of 

its cost Ims I.. recovered by them from the Khans, mid that the latter Jo not appear, 

either at the .. when the bridge was completed, or subsequently, to have taken any 

object ion t • ► its design. 

The question is further complicated hy the change of attitude of the Persian 
Transport Company with regard to the extent and cost of the repairs required. These 
were at fust represented as slight, and the consent of the Khans was obtained to their 
execution at a e.-riaiu eost. It was not till later that the serious nature of the repairs 
required became known to the Foreign Office, and it is difficult to understand why the 

Company. w ho must have I.. aware of it for some time, did not disch.se it earlier. 

Their omission t.. do |, .• i die ujjyct of placing IIL Majesty’s Representatives on the 
spot iii an embarrassing position with regard t » the Khans and of weakening, in propor¬ 
tion. their power of taking effective uetiou on the Company's lxdtalf. 

In view of the effect of the Company 1 .* proceedings in causing His Majesty's 
Government toy .mmit themselves t<» the Khans and of the. attitude assumed hy the 
latter, it is impossible for His Majesty's Government to press on the Khans the 
noeessitv of their agreeing to l>ear the cost of the repail of the bridge, whether on the 
extended scale now proposed, or on tin* lower one previously suggested. It is ewu 
doubtful, in the . irouinstnmv>. whether Ilis Majesty’s Government would be justified 
iu accepting from the Khans the 1,000 tomans which they expressed their willingness 
to provide in autumn, were the Company now to express a desire to avuil themselves 


of that offer, at any rate unless it were shown that this money was to lie expended on 
repairs, as apart from structural alterations. The only alternative appears to be to 
suggest to the Persian Transport Company that they should themselves take such steps 
as may seem fit to them in order to arrive at an understanding in the matter with the 
Khans. In the event of the negotiations being carried on directly between the Khans 
ami the Company, if the Khans raised no difficulty on the score of responsibility for the 
design of the bridge, there would he no moral obligation on His Majesty’s Government 
to invite them to do so, or to interfere with any arrangement which, as free agents, they 
might see lit to enter into with the Company. 

If the Company desire a continuance of the support of His Majesty’s Government 
through His Majesty's Consul at Ahwaz in this matter, they should submit to the 
approval of the Foreign Office any proposals which they may decide to make to the 
Khans. 

(Initialled) H. N. 

Foreign Office , Muy 4, 1909. 


[17086] No. 357. 

Mr. M. Kllinger to Foreign Office.—(Received May 5.) 

Dear Mr. Norman, 28, Oxford Street , Manchester , May 1, 1909. 

I THANK you for your lotter of yesterday, and note that Sir G. Barclay is 
fully alive to the necessity of preventing any shipment of oxide from Hormuz hy the 
Nationalists, and that he does not propose to take any action to insist upon tlio 
resumption of mining operations so long as their cessation threatens no loss to Messrs. 
Andrew Weir and jCo This assurance sots at rest the fear 1 had that the Nationalists 
might, attempt to realize some of the oxide lying on Hormuz. 

I will at once let you know if we hear of any occurrence of a nature to make steps 
at Tehran desirable. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) M. ELLINGER. 


[17053] No. 358. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 5.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign A flail's, and, by direction of Viscount Morloy, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, 
dated the 3rd May, 1909, relative to Anglo-Russian representations to the Shah of 
Persia. 

India Office , May 5, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 358. 
discount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office , May 3, 1909. 

AFFAIRS in Persia. 

British and Russian Ministers presented joint Memorandum to Shah on the 
22 nd ultimo, in which any financial assistance was made conditional oil dismissal of 
brand Vizier ami Amir Bahadur Jang and an undertaking on part of Shall to re-establish 
constitutional regime after following reforms have been introduced:— 

(a.) Cabinet composed of persons worthy of confidence to Is* formed and suitable 
persons belonging to different parties to be at once added to Council of Empire; both 
le gations to submit privately to Shall list of'candidates for Cabinet and Council. 

(//.) New electoral law to be elrtlmrated and promulgated by the Council ; no time 
to Ik* lost in making public the date of elections ami of convocation of Assembly. 

(c.) General umiiesty, subject to limitations ulready agreed upon, to lx> granted by 
the Shah. 
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See telegram of tlie 18tli March from His Majesty’s Ambassador at St, Peters- 

t! .Memorandum contemplates, as regards form of financial assistance to lie given, that 
100 ,0(10/. should he advanced to Persian Government by Russian Government, it they 
think it necessary, ns soon as Shah has taken aliove measures, and that sinul.u advance 
should be made to Persian Government by British Government, when they think it 
necessary, when elected Assembly has accepted principle of loan. Should it lie found 
necessary subse(|ueullv to facilitate a larger loan to Persia, Memorandum indicates that 
certain "guarantees will lie required before this can lie effected. There, will lie a 
subsequent exchange of views between tbe two Governments and the Persian Govern¬ 
ment on the subject of thesu guarantees. 

In submitting this programme a categorical statement was.to be made by the two 
Representatives to the effect that if programme in all its details is not accepted by Shall, 
the two Governments will leave him to his own devices and cease advising him, and that 
their support can no longer be counted upon by Ills Majesty. His Majesty’s Minister 
at Tehran reports that, in acknowledging the communication, Shah asked that more than 
IOO.odii/. might be advanced to him. Kuiinsseututives pointed out that hope of more was 
held out by their communication, and that lmth Governments would do their best to 
accelerate loan, the need tor which was recognized, when financial administration was 
reformed and Assembly was winking. . . 

Proposal has been made to Russian Government that the advance, beginning with 
the 100,000/., to he paid by Russia on receipt of satisfactory assurances from Shah, 
should lie placed to the joint account of the two Representatives, and that the latter 
should disburse it to the Persian Government in instalments after an agreement has 
lieen come to bit ween them and approved by Financial Adviser. No reply has been 
received from Russian Government, but. view is indicated by them that we should 
participate in first advance if they accept our proposal. 


[17101] No. do!). 

Sir .1. A'lco/sun to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received May 5.) 

(No. aim.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Pelcrsburgh, May 5, 1000. 

'I’l l;K F.Y and Persia. 

Telegram No. 311.’! of the otll May from Tehran. 

M TeharykolY, who is in charge at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, informs me 
that, according to Goulideutial information which has reached him from Krzeroum, a 
Turkish force of about.3110 men has been ordered to march in order to protect “tho 
Gousulato." lie has no indication as to what Consulate is intended, but he presumes 
that the reference is to the Turkish Consulate at Urumia. 11. Tcharykoff thinks that 
the intention of the Turks is to occupy that place, and ho expresses a hope that if the 
Russian (lovcrnuient find it necessary to make representations on the subject to tho 
Oltumau liovornineut. 11 is Majesty’s t lovornuiout will he ready to instruct their 
Ambassador at Constantinople to support these representations. 


1170381 


No. 3110. 

Sir /'.'. (loschrn to Sir Etlwnrtl Grey.—(Received May 5.) 

Berlin, May 5, 1009. 


/No. -,s.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ItUSIlIRK. 

I have carried out the instructions contained in your telegram No. 1S3 of tho 
3 rd instant. Baron von tvhoon was much put out by my communication, lbs 
f.xccllcirw Stated that he was sure that British (.Will-General had donejmd was doing 
everything lie could for the protection of German subj- Us. Ho said that the Imperial 
Government had sen! instructions to their Agents to refrain from interfering in any 
way, a-Ihev were specially anxious that no embarrassment should be caused by tho 
nction of tlmir Representatives. In view of this he did not understand relerenee to 
German i'on-ulate made by Seyyid Murtza, and must, ascribe it to hitter's desire to 
cause mischief, lie would send telegraphic instructions, ho lidded, to German Koprc- 
seulaiive at Tehran to give German t‘onsul at Blishiro warning to bo careful that ill 
future no suspicion of political agitation could be attributed to him or his staff. 


[17011] 


No. 3G1. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Man 5.) 

(No. 3C2.) ' y 1 

(TdegTaphic.) P. Tehran, May 5,1909. 

AimUL)L ot German acting consul at Bushire. 

I have addressed the following telegram, No. 362, to His Majesty’s consul- 
general:— 

“ Can you let me have any definite information which I could use to establish that 
the Mirza s action was as reported, or to prove the Soyyid’s request for a guarantee 
front the German consulate, or any facts which may tencl to show that an understanding 
exists between the Seyyid and the German consulate." 


The German acting consul categorically denies the interference by himself or his 
staff in local politics. He understands that a guarantee for the re-embarkation of blue¬ 
jackets wais required by the Seyyid, not from the German consulate particularly, but 
from that of any foreign Power. 


[17028] 


No. 3G2. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 5.) 

(No. 333.) 

(telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 0, 1909. 

RUMOURED Turkish occupation of Persian territory. 

1 have received the following telegram, No. 116, from Ilis Majesty's consul-general 
at Tubreez:— 


“The royalist troops are continually circulating reports that Urumia, Soujlwulak, 
has been occupied by ji Tuikish force. [ have no confirmation. 

“ Rahim Khan, with a great quantity of loot, 1ms left the vicinity of Tabreez.” 

1 am informed by my Turkish colleague that a guard hns licen sent for the 
consulate at Soujboulak as for other posts near the frontier. He has no information of 
tile alleged occupation. 


[17040J No. 3G3. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 0.) 

(No. 3G1.) J ’ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 5, 1909. 

BUSHIRE. J 

1 concur in your views as regards the departure of Persepolis and landing of Darya 
Beggi, and am instructing consul in the senso of your telegram No. 288. 


[17095] No. 3G4. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May G.) 

(No. 3GO.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 5, 1909. 

SHAH and constitution. 

A rescript has been issued by the Shah promising the restoration of a constitu¬ 
tional regime. The electoral law will shortly he published, and elections are fixed lor 
the Itlth July. 

The constitution Is described as subject to the limitations of Muhommcdan law and 
in accordance with the requirements of the couutry. 
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Sir G. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 5.) 

(No. 307.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 5,1909. 

KAZVIN lias been taken with little bloodshed by 200 revolutionaries from lteslit. 
The town is now quiet. 


Sir G. liarclny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 5.) 

(No. 308.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 5, 1909. 

SHAH and constitution. 

M y Russian colleague and I have taken act of the Shah’s official acceptance of the 
advice tendered by ns. We are now ursine the acting Minister for Foreign Adairs to 
hasten on the proposed meeting at which we are h. give explanations as to the 
formation of the Cabinet and other points of detail for which Ilis Majesty has 
asked us. 

We shall not for the present give His Majesty the assurances, as proposed in my 
telegram No. 301 of yesterday, since we have learned that Naib-es-Sultaneh is still 
officiating as Prime Minister. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 230.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, May 5, 1909. 

OXIDE. 

We have been informed by Strick that the Nationalists have taken possession of a 
large quantity of oxide, amounting to 20,000 tens, which are awaiting shipment. Strick 
wishes to buy this oxide from the Nationalists, and he has asked us what attitude we 
should adopt if he did so, and if lie sent a ship for it. 

In reply, we informed him that we should lie obliged to protect the interests of 
Weir, as established by his contract with the Moiu. 

lie will probably let the matter drop, in view of this answer; but what steps do you 
consider we should take In the event of any tampering with the oxide on the part of the 
Nationalists V 


1167691 No. 308. 

Foreiyn Office to Mr. M. Ellinjer. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 0, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter of the 1st instant, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey 
to inform you that a telegram has been sent to Ilis Majesty's Minister at Tehran stating 
that you are desirous that lie should be informed that, by their contract with the Moin- 
ut-Tujjar, Messrs. Weir have acquired a monopoly of the sale of oxide extracted from 
Hnruiii/. Island, so that liritish interests would be injured if oxide were removed from 
the island by any party other than Messrs. Weir or the Mein. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[17154] No, 3G9. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 6.) 

Sir, India Office, May Si, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 23rd ultimo as to the protection of Bahreini 
subjects in Persian territory, 1 am directed to say that, in the circumstances described, 
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Viscount Morley concurs in the proposal of Secretary Sir E. Grey to leave to the 
discretion of His Majesty’s Ministor at Tehran the wording cif the proposed communi¬ 
cation to the Persian Government, though His Majesty’s Government will continue to 
3 i„,w by their acts that they cannot permit the Persian Government to oxercise 
Sn-creigntv over Bahreinese in Persian territory. _ 

J>ird Morley also concurs in the proposal to approve Sir G. Barclay s attitude in 
abstaining from representing officially to the Persian Government the case of the owner 
ef the Bahrein dhow, which was confiscated for breach of the CustomB Regulations. 

, I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May G.) 

telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 0, 1909. 

REVOLUTIONARIES advance from Roslit, 

My Russian colleague is instructing his consul at Roslit to urge the Sipahdar, 
in the interests of a speedy reconciliation between the Shah and his people, to hold up 
the advance along the Resht-Tehran road. ... 

The Shah has ordered 100 Cossacks to proceed against the revolutionaries, who are 
now believed to have left Kazvin. , 

M. Saldino, who now looks on the Russian ollicers as no longer under the legation s 
control, does not know whether one of these accompanies the troops. From other 
sources, however, I learn that they are under the command of Captain Lapolski. 

o r .. Utrr*™ Vrx 3f»1 of ihft 1 MilV. 


[16185] No. 371. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

Si r ^ Foreign Office, May G, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 211 of the 28th ultimo, relative to tho 
c ,editions of the proposed advance to the Sheikh of Mohumuierah, 1 lmvo to inform 
you that tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company lately submitted to Sir C. llardingo the draft 
of n letter which they proposed to address to this Department on the subject of their 
desire to acquire a site for tin oil refinery on Abadan Island and a strip of land for a 
pipe line to connect the refinery with tho wells, in return for which they expressed their 
willingness to advance a sum of 5,090/. or G,000f. to the Sheikh. 

Certain trilling alterations were introduced into ibis draft, and it was returned to 
the Company, who, in their turn, made two further changes in it Indore sending oil' tho 
letter, oil the receipt of which I addressed to you my telegram above referred to. 

I transmit lo you herewith copy of tho Company’s letter, together with copy of a 
letter from Mr. Wallace,f the Vice-Chairman, giving the reasons for the introduction 
of the iiual modifications spoken of above. 

You will observe that I have thought it best that the advance of 5,0001. or 0,000/. 
should he represented to the Sheikh as coming from His Majesty's Government, and 
not from the Company, and that I have added to tho conditions on which the Company 
are willing to make (lie important one of the grant to a British Company of a Concession 
fur tho exclusive right to carry out a scheme of irrigation from the Karim on tho linos 
proposed by Sir .1. Willeocks and on terms to be settled lator by mutual consent. 

I uni, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 
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[15752] No. 372. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, _ Foreign Office, May 6, 1909. 

WITH reference to the letter of the 13th January from this Office relative to 
Concessions for mining red oxide on islands in the Persian Gulf, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Secretary 
of State for India, copy of a letter from Mr. Frank C. Stride,® stating that the agents 
of his Company are dispatching a prospecting expedition in connection with this 
industry. 

With reference to the last paragraph of the letter, I ain to state that, if confirma¬ 
tion is received from Mr. Strick of the report that the employes of the Moin-ut-Tujjar 
aro working oxide on one of the 'lambs, Sir E. Grey will cause a further letter to be 
addressed to you on the subject. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[16876] No. 373. 

Foreign Office to Mr. J. II. I’reece. 

_ Foreign Office, May (1, 1909. 

I AM directed by- Secretary Sir K. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 22nd ultimo respecting the right of the Oil Syndicate to construct a telegraph 
and telephone along the pipe line which they aro about to construct from their oil wells 
in Arabistan. 

I am to inform you that Ilis Majesty’s Government are doubtful whether it would 
be to till) interest of the Syndicate to raise this question with the Persian Government 
at. the present moment, but that if they desire to proceed with the work on their own 
responsibility Ilis Majesty's Government will, if necessary, use their good offices in 
support of the Syndicate’s contention that Article 2 of their Concession entitles them to 
Imihl a telegraph and telephone lino along the pipe line for uso onlv in tho ordinary 
course of their business. 

I am to add that Kir E. Grey is obliged to the Syndicate for their offer to allow 
the uso of their poles by the Indo-European Department for the service of tho Borasjoon- 
Ahwaz-Mohammoruh and Shuster line, but he does not consider that any such arrange¬ 
ment would he practicable. 

I am, &c. 

' (Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


The Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received \lay 7.) 

Winchester House, Old llroad Street, London, 
b ' r ’ i , • , -Way 0, 1909. 

ON the third of last mouth you were good enough to write to .Mr. ,1. It. Prccce on 
, subject of the future payments of salary due to the Imperial Commissioner by this 
Company. 

I have now received a letter from Smligh-es-Saltanch, who was, as you know, 
appointed Imperial Commissioner, dated the 3rd of this month, in wliieli ho says that lie 
ha* im’iwtl a tflf^raui from *‘ his llighiu ss tin iVrsiau Almisu?r,lo lliu effect that 
there was a misunderstanding ; ’ no change has been made In the post of commissioner- 
i ‘I’ • alv ">*’ imperial UommisMoner, and the fee of Imperial Commissioner must 
lie paid to yottrsell lit these circumstances Sadigh-cs-Sallanch requested me to 
resume paying lum his salary. 

In view of your letter of the 3rd instant, I am, of course, unable to do this until 1 
hear I u ft her from you. May 1 ask you to be so good as to ascertain whether the 
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instructions contained in your letter of tho 3rd April are to stand, or whether I may 
resume the payments to Sadigli-es-Saltauck in terms of the telegram which he advises 
having received from the Persian Prime Minister. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) C. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman. 


[17243], No. 375. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 7.) 

(No. 370.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 7, 1909. 

GUARDING of the Resht road. 

I understand from my Russian colleague that his Government is being urged by 
the Tehran-Rcsht Road Company to dispatch a Russian force to protect, their property. 
M. Sablinc adds that one of the company's employes on the Kazvin-Hamadan road was 
recently ill-treated by the Shah's troops. The company, it appears, are now losing 
8,000 tomans a-month. 

1 have told my Russian colleague that as far as my information goes the road is 
safe and tho traffic on it in no danger. He appears to agree, but fears that unless it 
is guarded it. may bo blocked or damaged later on. 

It would not surprise mo were he to recommend the precautionary measure of 
dispatching road guards. 


[17327] No. 37C. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 7.) 

(No. 371.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 7, 1909. 

NATIONALISTS and Hormuz oxide. Your telegram No. 230 of the 5th May. 

Ilis Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire thinks that the arrival of the Darya Ueggi 
will firing about a satisfactory solution of the question. 

The Nationalists have expressed their willingness to refrain from all interference 
if wo will hold in trust, until tho granting of a constitution, all payments for red oxide. 
This arrangement I have authorised Major Cox to accept 

On the 2nd May Sheikh's agent at Busntrc was instructed to ask Ilis Majesty’s 
consul-general to assist him in the purchase of oxide from the Nationalists. Major Cox, 
with my approval, refused. Tho agent accepted his advice and has rejected tho 
Nationalists’ overtures. 


[17349] No. 377. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 7.) 

(No. 372.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May ", 1909. 

SIIAII and constitution. 

The application of the Russian Road Company for a guard, and the action of my 
Hti'siati colleague, reported in my telegram No. 309 of the (ith May, suggest tho 
T""-l_iou what should be tho altitude to he adopted by the two representatives should 
tli" Nationalists fail to lie satisfied by the Shull’s execution of our programme. This 
'oilliiigency culls for early consideration by the two Governments ou account, of the 
Nationalist move on Tehran, which is possibly imminent, 

\Yc shall endeavour at the meeting proposed by the Shah, as explained in a 
previous telegram, which is fixed for this afternoon, to persuade Ilis Majesty to announce 
by proclamation that lie is immediately putting into execution those points of our 
I"'gramme which are susceptible of prompt accomplishment, and that everything 
possible will bo done to hasten on the others. 

1 am not very sure, however, that the Nationalists will lie satisfied with this. 
[1019] 2 Q 
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Samsaiii, whose forces are about 4,000 strong, lias replied to the Shah’s decree of the 
,0th May that he can only accept the former constitution. He has again announced his 
intention) of marching on TeEran. Resht Nationalists are credited witli the intention 
of dethroning the Shah. 


[ 17371 ] No. 378. 

Sir G. Loxbther to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received May 7.) 

(No. 185.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. Constantinople, May 7, 1009. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 293 respecting the reported movements of 
Turkish troops in Persia, the Minister for Foreign Affairs denies that the positions 
named have boon occupied by Turkish forces, lie insinuated that, in the event of the 
Russians threatening to occupy Tabreez permanently, the Ottoman Government might 
he obliged to send troops into Persia with a view to accelerating the Russian 
evacuation. 


[172431 No. 370. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Xicnlson. 

(No. (lot.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreiyn Office, May 7, 1909. 

IF, U' seems probable from Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 370 of the 7th instant, 
the Russian Government are desirous of sending troops to guard the Reshl-Tehran 
road, you should point out that a threat to take such action would probably suffice to 
produce the effect'desired, and express the hope that, as the actual dispatch of troops 
would create the impression of intervention, the Russian Government will not go 
beyond a threat. 


[ 17238 ] No. 380. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 232.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreiyn Office, May 7, 1909. 

IS it guile certain that the Russian officer reported to be opposing the revolutionaries 
who are threatening Tehran from Resht is no longer on the active list of the Russian 
army, and can you obtain definite information as to whether the revolutionaries in 
guest ion are chiefly Russian Caucasians or Rersian Constitutionalists? 


[ 17373 ] No. 381. 

Sir G. Ilnrelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 8.) 

(No. 373.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, May 7, 1909. 

S11AII and constitution. 

I his nllcrnoon the meeting indicated in my telegram No. 372 of to-day took place. 
We gave the desired explanations of points of detail, mid insisted that Nnsr-ul-Mulk and 
Saad-ed-1 towh h should be in the Cabinet. A list of persons suitable for Cabinet and 
council was at the same time privately communicated. 

I here is a considerable modification of the Shah's attitude indicated by the removal 

ft'" 11 'oll'n.I Naib es Sultaneh, Amir Jang, and tie Grand Vizier, and particularly by 

t he selection o| suitable delegates for to-da\ s meeting, though, of course, I cannot as 
yet pronounce defmitulv as to the impression we have made so far on the Shall. 

The population el Tabreez has been favourably impressed by the Shah’s decree, and 
Nationalists there h ve telegraphed to Snmsuln to suspend his offensive movement. 

1 here is great alarm at the Ralace, due to the advance of revolutionaries from 
Resht. There are wild rumours alloat that hundreds of these men have marched from 
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117524] No. 

Air A. Xirnlxon lo Sir Kdmird Grey.—(Itereired May X.) 

(Tcfeiirihic.) I' si. Petmliurgh, May 8, 1905. 

IMCKSIA. 

Sir (i. limvhiy’s telegram No. 370 of the 7th May and your telegram to mo, 
No. 05 I, of same dale. 

I have seen M. IVliarylioll', tvlio tells me that a Cabinet Couneil will he hold this 
evening, aaiI that he intends In propose al their meeting that a force ot four companies 
should lie held in readiness al iiakii, and that notification should he mado nt Resht 
and all along the road hoi ween that place and Tehran that if traffic on the road is 
interi'iipled these troops will he dispatched. 

M. Teharykolf told me also that, orders to return to Tehran had hceu sent hy 
the shall lo the I’ersian Cossacks serving with Ain-od-l)nwleh’s force. These Cossacks, 
he said, were under a Russian captain, who, on the cessation of hostilities at Tahrcoz. 
had hceu sent to take charge of them with a view to keeping thorn in hand ami 
preventing pillage in Tahreez. In reply to my emptiry as to whether this Itussian 
ollicer would accompany the Persian Cossacks on their march to the capital, M. 
I charykolf replied in the alfirmativo, adding that the officer in ijucsliotl was in till 1 
Shun s service and not in that of the Emperor of Russia, lie said that in the event of 

I lie, Iteslil people.cling the Cossacks on their road lo Tehran and attempting to stop 

their advance, the latter would have to make their way through hy force. To this 1 
replied that it would lie well to avoid action on the part of any Russian ollicer which 
might have the appearance of lining directed against the fedai's, even if the officer in 
guest ion were no longer on the active list of the Russian army. M. Teharykolf replied 
11 ,'at the officer's action would not he of that nature, hut would only consist in bringing 
ln^ nifii t<i lehran in uccordaueowith tin* orders issued to him. In answer to a further 
enquiry on my part, M. IVharvkolT said that no Russian ollicer had accompanied the 
*"iv. .1 Cossacks sent from Tehran to guard the bridge on the road between Kazvia 
and the capital. 
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Kazvin. A secretary of the Russian Legation, who has been sent there, reports that 
reinforcements constantly arrive, hut so far only a lew have come beyond Knzvin. 

The German Minister here displays great anxiety for the future, though for the 
time being the town is quiet. 

[17527] No. 382. 

' Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 8 .) 

(Xo. 374.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , May 8,1909. 

ATTITUDE of German consulate at Bushire. 

I leai ii, with ruferejaep to m v telegram Xo. 362 of the 5th May, from Mis Majesty’s 
consul-general at Bushire, that German acting consul denies, as far as In* is concerned, 
that lu> gave Sevyid Marietta any ground for mentioning the German consulate in 
connection with the required guarantee. 

Major Cox iveouniionds that, in view of tin; tranquillity likely to result from 
tin- Darya Beggi’s arrival, we should temporarily accept this dementi, although 
Herr Wasmass’s explanation is hy no means convincing. Meanwhile His Majesty's 
consul-general is sending bv post to you and Tehran a suminary of evidence which lie is 
sure will establish that the Gennm consulate, lias from the first been using these 
troubles as a means of intrigue against us. This, lie is inclined to think, is merely a 
part of a wider policy. 

It is possible, seeing that the German acting consul has only been in office for two 
weeks, that he has personally taken no part in these maiueuvres. It, is, however, 
significant, with regard to telegram No. 56 from Berlin, that on tlm 1 st May lie 
informed Major Cox that he had some time Before reported that German subjects were 
reviving Millicient protection,and that thanks to the presence of British bluejackets the 
t 'Wii was quiet, lie did not know that his appeal for a war-ship laid been reported to 
us from Berlin. 

I shall avoid further discussion of this matter with my German colleague until 1 
know what action you take at Berlin. 


[17519] No. 383 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mai/ 8 .) 

(No. 375.1 

(Tek'XnipmOi) P. Tehran, May 8,1909. 

RUSSIAN "dicers "f Persian Cossacks. 

Beyond the information contained in my telegrams Nos. 201 , 213, and 369, 1 can 
learn nothing here as to the status of the Russian oHioers. 

I am informed by my Russian colleague that the Russian officer in command of 
Cossacks on the Knzvin road is returning to-day. 

In answer to your telegram No. 232 of the 7 1 Ii May, I am afraid I can give no 
definite opinion as to the strength and composition of the Resht force in the msjglibour- 
li'"»d of Knzvin. Russian information is to the effect that the advanced posts of lhis 
force are at Kerendeli, the first stage on tin* road from Kazvin to Tehran, and the 
dominant element of the force is a body of 200 Caucasians. 


[17963] No. 381. 

Sir Edward Grai to Sir G, Barelan. 

tXo. 05.) 

Sir, Foreinn Office, May 8 , 1909. 

THE Persian Minister called to-day and read to Sir C. Ilurdinge a telegram from 
tf Shall i" the effect that you had yesterday, with the Itussian Charge d’Alfaires, 
in Ui. d mi the appointment of Saad-ed-Dowleh as Minister for Foreign Affairs. Hu 
h>d already telegraphed to the Xasr-ul-.Mulk to return to become Grand Vizier and 
Minister of Finance, but be begged that we would not insist on the appointment of 
F.M'Im d-Dowleh as Minister for Foreign Affairs, lie added that the latter had a quick 
temper, and was never able to get on with the other members of the Cabinets in which 
lie had served. 
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Sir C. Hardinge told tho Minister that I had not insisted on the Saad-ed-Howleh 
being made Minister for Foreign Affairs, but simply on his being included with the 
Nasr-ul-Mulk in the hew Cabinet, and, from your telegram No. 373 of the 7th instant, 
of which he read to him the first two lines, you had made the same demand. Sir 
C. Hardinge added that I regarded these two appointments as a sine quit non, and 
advised him to express to the Shah my conviction that only a promptaceeptance of 
our programme could avert a forward movement oT the Nationalists on Tehran, which 
would expose the Shah’s person to considerable danger. 

I am, &c. 

Signed) E. GREY. 


[17529] 


No. 385. 


Tehran, May 1), 11)00. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 9.) 

(No. 377.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. 

SI IA11 and Const itution. 

The cx-Minister for Foreign Affairs has just been reinstated. lie has read to me a 
draft proclamation which ho hopes to induce the Shah to issue to-morrow. I have 
suggested the insertion of some slight changes, with which it ought, if carried out, to 
give satisfaction to the Nationalists. Tho measures announced in it are in full accord¬ 
ance with the requirements of our programme, and my Russian colleaguo and I have 
given the assurances authorized to IIis Majesty. 

Saud-ed-l)owleh, who has been ordered to forma Cabinet, has chosen members 
according to our desire. 


[175481 


No. 38(1. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(lleceiied May 10.) 


(No. 72.) 

yjr. Tehran, April 3, 1909. 

SO.Mli month- ago :i ease containing 00,(H)0 Imperial Hank of Persia two-toman 

notes and 10,000 one-tom.. were stolen from the post on their way from London 

to Tehran between Shiraz and Ispahan. These notes were not yet furnished with tho 
Government seal of the High Commissioner and were therefore valueless, but 1 regret 
to report that some of them have recently been presented to the Ispahan, brunch with 
the High ('ommissioner's .statl forged. 

I feel it my duly to bring this matter to your notice as it may have very serious 
results for the Hank. There is indeed no great likelihood of the Hunk's being taken in 
by the forgeil notes, but their refusal to honour them must injure their credit and 
might lead to a run on the Ispahan branch. 

I .ists of the stolen notes have been published but it is doubtful how far this will 
prevent their circulation in the Hazaars. 

At the lime of the robbery 1 held the Persian Government responsible for the 

consequences, but should it ever a.. to pressing th'is point I am in some doubt as to 

how lar we could properly go, for the Persian Government is only very indirectly 

responsible for the injury to the Bank's credit which is tin.. probable serious 

consequence of the robbery. It was as much with a view to stimulating the Persian 
Government to strenuous eilorls to recover the stolen notes as for any other reason that 
I held them responsible, and with the same object I am now, while informing them that 
some of the notes are in circulation, reminding them of their responsibility. 

1 have, iSc. 

(Signed) 0. RAllCLAY. 


1175491 


No. 387. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 


(No. 73. Confidential.) 

g; r) Tehran, April 3,1909. 

1 IIAVI', the honour to report that M. de ltosthorn, the Austrian Minister, left 
Tehran yesterday on six months' leave. 


[17116] 


No. 384°. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowthcr. 

(No. 302.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 8 , 1909. 

IN response to a request from His Majesty's consul at Hodeida, His Majesty’s ship 
“ Durham " has been ordered to proceed thither from Aden. 
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Before his departure he was received in audience by the Shah, when he took the 
occasion to lecture His Majesty on the dangers of the course lie was following. 
M. de liosthorn has been good enough to let me take a copy of the address which 
he read*to the Shah. I inclose it herewith. While it was being read His Majesty 
showed signs of annoyance and finally appeared to allow his attention to wander. 
He evidently did not relish the lecture at. all and replied in a few curt words. 

M. de itosthorn tells me, however, that at a farewell luncheon party given to his 
honour by the Minister for Foreign Affaires, Saad-ed-Dowleh made a speech in which 
lie conveyed to him an expression of the Shah’s thanks for having spoken to him so 
frankly. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 387. 

Address read to the Shall of Persia by M. de Rosthorn on taking leave. 

Sire, 

J'AI l’honneur de me presenter devant votre Majestd pour prendre congd. 

Apres un sdjour de trois ans en Perse mon Gouveruement viont de m'accorder un 
congd ile six mois, aprbs leiptel je compto rester dans mon pays, dont j’ai dtd sdpard 
depths un quart do sidcle. 

Durant mon sdjour dans cette capitalc je me suis toujours souvenu qua l’Euvoyd 
d’un Souverain ami de votre Majestd et de vos illustres aieuls doit se considdrer non 
pas comme un simple agent pour liquider les affaires, inais commo un ami du [lays it qui 
incombe la titche de se pondtrer des iddes et des sentiments de la nation, de suivre et 
d'encourager ses efforts dans la voie du progrds, et de resserrer les liens de sympathie 
qui out existd depuis des gdndrations entre la Perse et l'Autriehe-Uongrie. 

Cette tache je crois l’avoir accoinplie avec conscience et assiduitd. Le Ministre 
ties Affaires Etranghres, ici prdsent, stiura tdmoigner it votre Majestd (pie, dans mes 
relations avec le Gouveruement Imperial, je me suis constnmmont efl'orcd d'dhmiucr 
toute cause do malentendu et d’aplanir toute difficulty surgissnnte. Mes collaboruteurs, 
le Chargd d’Affaires, que j’aurai l'honneur de prdsenter it votre Majestd, et le Secrdtaire 
persan de la Legation, sont mes tdmoins que les prineipes qui out l'dgld toutes mes 
relations et ma conduite journaliero dtaient la loyautd envers votre Majestd et le ddsir 
de pouyoir en quelque sorte contribuer ii rdtahlir l'harmonie entre le Gouvernement et 
le pimple. Maintes fois, par l’intermddiuire du Ministre des Affaires Ktmngdres, j’ai 
cm devoir avertir votre Majestd des dangers que le rdgime actuel lui prdpare; et 
maintes fois, dans mes entretiens avec les reprdseutants des Nationalisms, je lour ai 
reccinmanild la moderation et le raeeommoilement avec lour Souverain. Lorsque le 
people est venu se rdfugier en masse it 1'Ambussade ottomnne et aux Ldgations j’ai 
renvoyd tout le monde en l'assurant que votre Majestd avail promis d'accorder la 
Constitution ii la nation et que la parole du Souverain validt mieux quo tons les Traitds. 
La rdponso du Gouvernement dtait l’arrestation de quelques gens iuoffensifs qui 
tfavaient rien fait que prdsenter des rcqtidtes au doyen et aux Ministres, et l’un 
d'eux, hien quo reconnu innocent par le Tribunal chargd do l’enqudte, sc trouve encore 
privd de sa libertd et sous la protection du drapeau national de mon pays. Mon 
Gouveruement et moi-mdme nous no sonimes pas du tout inclines a donner asile it 
des sujets persons centre leers autoritds, inais I'humanitd indine exige quo les Itcprd- 
seutants des pays civilises usent de ce droit taut qu'il n’y a pas de justice on Perse 
et que des Moulakher-ul-Mulk oxeroent les functions de Gouverneur (le la ville. Je lie 
voux pas croire que votre Majestd suit responsable de tons les actes arbitral res et eruels 
qui sont commis en son uom, inais il est de mon devoir d’attirer sa ties haute attention 
sur la catastrophe quo 1'abus de leur pouvoir do certains fonctioimaires d un rang tres 
' levd et tres proche du trdne lui preparent. 

ljuund je pense it l’dpoque ou je suis arrivd en Perse, jilein du curiositd de coimattro 
ce pimple, parent du ndtre et porteur d’uno ancienne civilisation, qui venait de faire les 
premiers pas vers la modernisation de ce vdudrable pays; quund je pense que, alors, It 
dtd de beaucoup dignorunce et trop d’orgueil, on runcontruit stir toutes les figures 
l espdrance d’un meilleur avenir et que, dans quelques jours, je liuverscrai ce memo 
1 GAD] 2 It 
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pays cn souffrance et en rd volte d’un bout it l’autro, jo no puis pas rdprimer un certain 
ddcouragement moi-rndme. Oepcndant, j’ai confiance que la Perse se gudrira do cette 
crise nt continue™ sa marche vers une destinde heureuse. 

Eli premint congd de votre Majestd jo lui soulmite la santd et le bonheur,*u elle et 
h. la Famillo Hoy ale. 


[15647] No. 388. 

Sir G. liurclmj to Sir Edward Gray.—(Received April 20.) 

(No. 71.) 

Sir, Tehran , April 8, 1009. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 55 of tin* 22iul ultimo, I have* the honour to 
transmit copy of the Financial Adviser’s Report, which he has now submitted to 
the Shall. 

You will notice that., in M. Bizet's opinion, the need tor n loan is indisputable., 
though lie is unable i • ; ; enounce as to the amount, required. In my telegram No. 152 
1 gave it as 2.5110,000/. at the lowest estimate, independently of the small advances 
which would be needed |'<.r the reorganization of the Departments which most urgently 
call for reform, and I ■ ild mention that in this estimate I bad M. Bizet’* concurrence. 
Besides i e (loverrin ii I' sdebt to the two Rinks, amounting ill round ligures to some 
l,200,ooo/., whi'*i., I>e 1 1 iii.; exorbitant interest, cries loudly for conversion, there are 
other creditor-’ claim whieli, .wording to a statement given to M. Bizot, already at 
the end of l!»07 s aniouoted to 2,751 tomans (550,000/.). Tlicso must greatly 
have increased durite/ ;h« year just ended. There are also the claims for postal and 
road robberies, &e.. til' d l>\ the foreign Le/ations. of which it would he rush to attempt 
an estimate, but whi h must represent a very considerable sum. 

Assumin'/ that the >um indicated almve is approximately sullicieiit to convert the 
advances of the two banks, and to settle the Haims of oilier creditors and those 
presented to the IVi-H,, Government by tin foreign Legations. Persia’s total 
indebtedness may be estimated at something iike (>,000,000/., i.c .: — 

£ 

Kiistiim (loveriiiiient’s loans .. .. .. ,. .. ,'1,‘JiMi.nno 

Itno-'h himI lii'li.in i•''•v'cninicntV li-an, with arrears of interest.. .. 600,000 

Kei|iiiie»l ('«jay off lluiUiiig debt, &e. .. .. .. .. 2,51)0,000 

6,000,000 

To pay interest on this at 5 or G per cent, the Customs receipts would amply 
suflice, leaving a verv substantial sum at the disposal of the Persian Government, very 
nearly as largo a sum, indeed, as that now lelt over after paying the interest on the 
loans and advances as at present secured on the proceeds of the Customs. The 
conversion of tiie l,2no,ono/. owed to the Imperial Bank of Persia and to the Russian 
Bank, so as to reduce the interest from 12 to G per cent., would elicct a saving of 
72,000/. n-yejir, or nearly enough to pay G per cent, on the sum needed to clear oft' the 
rest of the floating debt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 388. 

IlfliorI h>j M. Ilizol on the Financial Situation in Rendu* 

I’Ol'l! dormer de la situation finaiieiero de la Perse mi tableau aussi exact quo 
possible, je voudrai k « , \j> -s. r quels soiit les milages de Y Administration et montrer 
comment e. t-. \dmiuist ration, bieii coueuc, a perdu pen pelt les qualitcs d'ordre et de 
methode qui laisiient sa force. 

Les quelques ebillVes que j’ni pu ivcueillir grarid’priiip rendront plus clairea cos 
considerations generales. 

•le tae imai d'indiqiter les roformos propres an rulcvcnient des finances du pays. 
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Le fonctionnement des services de recettcs et de ddpenscs doit dtre Otudio : — 

1 . Dans les provinces. 

2. Au Gouvernement central. 

1. Administration provinciate. 

L’Administration provincinlo comprcnd, it sa tete, un GbUverneur-Gdndral muni 
en fait do,thus les |M»uvoirs, ayant des attributions de justice, finances, police, et, clans 
chnque suMivision de la province, ties Gouverneurs choisis par lui. Les dentures et les 
f.iinptes sont tenus par h s Mostofis, 

Dans quelques provinces importantes le Ministre. ties Finances envois un de ses 
airen'H (PicHetir) sjidciuleinent clmrgd tie veiller au recouvrement de l’impot. 

" L '*8 Gouverneurs ont sous leurs ordres, pour faire executor leurs decisions, des 

Coinmissaiies appelds Malunours ou Mobaohars. 

Le Minis:re des Finances adresse au commencement tie l’annde chnque 
fJouverneur-Gdridral un budget, ou kdtab, sur lcquel sont inscrites les recettes et les 
dupe uses de la province. Si les recettcs sont supdriciires uux ddpenscs, 1’cxcddent res to 
a la disposition du < louvernenient central. Si, j»ur centre, les recettes sont insuffisantos 
jvour acquit ter les ddpeuses imputccs sur la province, le Ministre lies Finances devra 
parfaire la diffdivnce uu moyen tl’iiu envoi tie fends. 

Los 1 ’i‘ViMius des provinces sont: (1) le Maliat, proprement dit, oil A si. la- Maliat 
fraop-' les revenus de la terre et- des troupeaux ;ilvst dgalemcnt. peryu sur les boutiques ; 
\-' le Fare ouTnfuvot-nmul (augmentation de recettes). 

Le Tafavot -amal est uu suppldmeni d’impot prdlevd. aborigine, par les Gouverneurs 
p « ir frai' d’administiation. Les Gouverneurs imputent. aussi sur les funds du Tafavot- 
amal ties pensions accorddos pareux aux person lien de lour entourage. 

Le Tafavot-amal est. peryu sous forme de centimes additionnels au principal du 
Maliat. II a etc Houvout modifid et augmeutd par les Gouverneurs.; il est trbs dift’drorifc 
Silivaat les provinces, et ddpasse parfois le montant du Maliat-Asl. 

I.e Tafavot-amal est luijouitl’hui, comine le Maliat, a peu pres fixe. L'excddent des 
recettes sur les ddpenscs du Tafavot-amal doit Gtro versd Tdlidran avoe le surplus du 
Maliat. 

I /i partie du kdtab oil sont inscrites les ddponses apparalt: coinnio une longue list© 
de tiiiitGments, pensions on indeinnitds, ranges d'apres la classe socialc des bdndnciaiim 

Les dd]lenses split ainsi rdparties:— 

(I.) Ddpenscs non militaires: 

(A.) Appointements— 

(a.) Des Princes. 

(//.) I >es heritiers des Princes. 

(c.j Autres quo ceux des Princes. 
id.) Des gens tie plume. 

(B.) Pensions— 

(a.) I >u clergd, des seyed. 

(b.) A utres. 

(C.) Eclaimgo des lieux saints. 

(II.) Defenses militaires: 

Appointements desofticiors hors cadres, soldo des ofticiers, soldo ties homines. 

Les appuintoments et peiisibnsont satis doute dtd ncoordds autrefois a des persnnnes 
qui exeryaient des functions publitpies; les traitements actuels antics quo ceux do 
1 amide sont, pour la plupart, des sortes tie rentes t-onedddes au prix de cadeaux ou 
par favour, sans aucune raison d’intdrdt gdndral. Ce sont ties ddpenscs impixaluctives. 

Quandle Gouverncur-Gdndml a reyule budget de sa province, il rdpartit l'impAt 
Asl et Fare entre les Gouverneure, et donne h. cliucun d'eux 1’ordre tic le pcrcevoir sur 
les villages tie son re-sort. 

Dans chnque village, le chef tlu village—mi Kbatkhoudn—reprdsentant du 
propridtaire tlu village, est charge tie ivcueillir le Maliat. Si le Khatkliouda lie paio 
pas, le Gouvoriieur envoio uu Mahmour dans le village. 
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Le Mahmour — type des nucleus garnisaires—exige des redevables, en outre du 
Mnliut ei du TafnvoUsmid, une nouvelle redevance—Gholijgh—comme indemnity de sea 
frais de ddplacement. 

pans les provinces oil il y a un Piclicar, le Piclicar rdpartit les lutes d unpOt entre 
lea Goiiverneurs ot fait leu diligences udcessaires pour obtenir des Gouverneurs le 
versement de lcur part contribution, muis il ne peryoit pas dircctcinent 1 impot. 

11 n’y a pas, eu gdiidral, dans les provinces, du caisscs publiques. bus Gouverneurs 
ddposont bis foods qui leur sont envoyds cbcs leur banquier—Saraf. Lus Sarafs lcur 
vcrseiit un intdrdt. 

1 failleurs, le produit des inipbts resto, en grande partie, chez les collecteurs pour 
servir sur place au paiement des ddpenses. 

A cut effet, le GouvorneurGdiidral, a pres examen des mandats, remet uux 
crdances de l'Ktat un Havald, ou boil il payer, soit sur un Kliatkhouda ou Mahiuour, 
soit sur un Saraf. ... 

Beaucoup de bauts personnages out reju, it titre de pension ou de trmtement, la 
jouissance de certains revenus du domaine imperial ou une delegation les autorisant i 
percevoir, pour leur compte, le Maliat de leurs terres oudautres villages. Ces privileges 
nucleus—Tioul—avaiont etc supprimds par le Parlement. Quelques-uus subsistent. 
Dans 00 oas, le Gouvorueur u’a b intervenir ni pour la recettc ni pour les ddpenses qui sa 
r&glent par compensation. 

I,'Administration provinciate, en apparence bien ordonnde, se prdto a d mnombrables 
abus. . . 

Dans qiirlques provinces, les Gouvornenrs, le Piclicar et certains employes ont des 
appoiuteimnu prelevds sur les fonda du Tafavot-amal, niais, le plus souyent, les 
fonetioimaiivs n ont pour traitement, s'ils en out un, quo leur pension imldpendante de 
leur i-mploi ou certaines redevances dtahlios par l’usage cotnme celle de quatre ehais 
par toman quo touchent les comptablcs, Mostotis, sur les mandats soumis il leur controls 
avant paiement. , 

Gniiverneur-Gdndml et les Gouverneurs ont dft, pour obtenir leur poste, fairs 
des cadt-aux : les Mabniours aclietent leur charge. 11 faut quo les prolits de leur emploi 
les deilolnmageiit des sacrifices qu’ils out iaits. 

Ce n’esi pas en general dans la perception de 1’impAt que se commettent les 
oxnetiims. la's bnbitants des villages savent ce qn’ils doivent payer ; ils se rofuseraiont 
it verser advantage. 

I.es (Iniivermmrs sunt tout-puissants. G'est. par des menaces, des accusations 
inblisongbres ml d'uvjustei cbltlimentH qu’ils se pi'ocurcnt des ressources. 

las Malm,, airs qui reinvent 1'imjH'it font aussi exdcutcr les decisions do justice ; ils 
trouveht dans I’excrrice do leurs functions le inoyon de rtialisor des bdudlicos serieux. 

A I I tin (le I'niiiido, les Guuverneurs doivent rondre terns cotiiptes an Ministre (lea 
Final,ees. Un Minislre special, "Ministre des rcsles," a pour mission d’exiger le 
vorsentout des summes en oxeddent dont ils sunt reconnus ddbiteurs. 

I.es (iiiuvoriiuuro refusent de rtSpnndro mix injunctions des Ministres. S'ils se 
deeblent deposer leiirs oomptes, ils s'etlbroenl do ddinontror qu’ils li'ont pu peroevuir 
le Mali il ou lie grussir le ebill'ro de leurs depenses; qnand on vent faire do leur gestiou 
nne vdiifieitiou trap approfimdie, ils savent endoritiir la vigilance des Agents do 
flout idle. 

2. Administration central?. 

I.e Minisirede I'inanees, Chef de l’Administration, est entounS do comptables ou 
Mnstnlis ebarges de l eiiiegistroment des piiiees, de la tonne des dentures, do la confec¬ 
tion de. Iindgois, de la vdritieation des ctuuptes, et du visa des mandats, kalis ou liarats, 
dmis il Tdbdr.in. 

I," Mmisire du Ti'i'sur paie les ddjxmsc.s. 

I/Aitministratinu centrale a un budget propre ddsigud sous le nom de Recab de 
Teheran. 

I.es iveettes du Itocab sont: 

1. law excedents lu Maliat et du Tafavot-amal ties provinces. 

2 . Les iveettos dont I'encaissenient nest pus coiifid mix Gouverneurs. 

It,.. (1c la do,lane, recettes du tdldgropbe, redevances el prix do concessions, 

produit ill- passiipiirts. n venus do 1'lldtel des Monnaies, Ac. 


Les (Idpenscs iuscrites an Recab sont: 

1. Les exeddents de depenses des provinces 

2. Les frais de la Oour. 

3. Les intdrfits des emprunts. 

•1. Les tmitements des fonctionnaires europdens. ^ 

a. Les appo'mteoSbnts et pensions, les depenses do l'armde, do la brigade des 
Cosaques payables il Tdbdran. 

Soys le rogue de Nasr-cd Dill Scluili le budget dtait dressd nvee le plus grand soin. 

Les Gouverneurs payment rdgulidreiiicnt le Maliat. 

Les Mostotis formaient une corporation puissante ; lour contrflle dtait eflicaee. 

Le Ministre du Trdsor avait la liste des recettos et des ddponses; d refusait de 
payer touto ddpense non pi'dvue au budget. ... , . 

L’autoritd de certains Ministres lies Finances dtait si torte, dit-on, qu elle no 
tldcbissait memo pas ilevuut les ■ Mil res du Grand \ izir. Les Mostotis, eux-momes, 
savaient resistor au Ministre des Finances. „ , , 

Pour iiiuiuU'iiir l\Squilibni entire les recettes ot les utSpeusos, Nusi’-ed-Din • clmli 
avail, si deux reprises, reduit le eliilVre «les tmitements. Le budget so soLhut presque 
cheque amide pur un exeddent de iveette. . . 

Peu it pen on a abamloiiivd Unites COS regies, qui inettuiplll un obstacle au desoruio 
ut au gaspillage des, Hniuices. II n’en resto plus que des dcritures smanndes, 
iutelligibles jamr les seuls initios et de vaiiu-s (onnalitcs lM*aueoup mieux laites pour 
eiimgistrer les abus que pour les cnipOcher. . 

1. On adresse toujours eliaque amide les listes de recettes et tie uepensos du Keen'' 
tloTebdran. I)ix Mostolis, au inoins, se piu tageiit cette tache, nmis oili ne reunit plus 
ces listen eparses. 11 semblc qu’on iipprdheutle le lcsultat linal que terait apparaitre le 
nipprochemeiit des cbilVres do recettes et ties depenses; 

11 est juste tie faire reinnnpior que lu preparation du budget est dimcile. 

Hu Pt’i’se, les attributions ties Ministuivs sont mal tlelinies ; les services publics sont 
it peine organises; on no pent dune prevoir, au moment de la confection tin budget, les 
sommes ndcessnire® ii lour fonctioimoment. v 

()„ inscrit au budget les pensions et les traiteineiits dont le clutlre est pen pres 
invariable; les depenses supplui nentaiivs pour lesqiiclles on n a ouvurt aucun credit 
moilitk«*nt ebaque amice compluluimiiit les evaluations primitives. 

Les Mostofis continuiMit a visor tons les mandats. Aucune piec* ne pent iigurei 
ii l'appui d'un compte si elle li'est revetne ‘le ein«| cachets: (1) le cachet du Mostoli tin 
servico intcres.se; (*J.) quatiii cachets de contrule. ... » i . 

Pour elle ulHcaee, le eontrdle tl. s Mostolis doit mdcdder le paiement tl«* mandats. 
('Vst ou general ce qui a lieu ; mais certains Ministres ties Finances out pns 1 luibitutli? tie 
donuer des tii-dres (le paiement-sur L douaue notumment—sans soumettre les mandats 
it fexamen prdalablt- ties Mostofis. Les o,tires tie paiement dire* concerned, le plus 
souvent ties depenses extraordinaires, tpii lie soilt pas iuscrites sur le llecabettpn devmieut 

' " A'lii^fin <le 1'iuiiuSe, iivi.nl .1" romlic ses vmn|.t«s, 1" pro«ont.i mix Mystdis 

cos miimluls ncquiltes pmic qu'ils upposmit les cinq oiwjjiets nSglaiitoiitniresildsoniiaissiiiis 

lltilite. ... , . , • , 

3 i.e Mi uisti(1,1 Trdsor no (levrait payer quu des (Idpenscs pruvuca et aulorisccs; 
il devr.,it done avoir, pour les depeuses ordinaire ,, les listes ml lleoab, ot, pom- les 

d,meases extraordinaire*, eopio des divisions sptViales iesiipprouvaut. .no on no 

ini romet aucun do ees documents, il paie tons les .. rovctiis des signatures ot 

cachets d’lisage. , . . 

Ijuand M. Nans, Ministn- ties Douaue-*, a v.mlu i^.uuser leservnvde la I »csomriet)U 
<'ais.se Impciiale (11)0 l -11)07), il u’u jam <is pu obtenir urn* copie du Kccubtle Iclicran. 
I.e. agents lie 11 Gnissc uccept.iiont eoninio regulb-rs tons les mandats slgnds par In 
Ministre des Finances suns suvoir si la ddpoiise ftgumit mi budget. . 

Un nourrait objector quo cutto annuo toils les mundnts prusautes mi Ministre < u 

Tresor pour dtro paves dunI 'aim sous la forme du bands, oil »rdrea .els du 

Sebali, |)<.riiMit aver eux la preiivo de I'liutorisation de la ddpense. Ndm,m„ms, le 
l.udeei lie pent etru niainteim en dqililibro quo si les Iminls soul onus dans le. liuiltes 
,|„S isi,,„S lie r,-Cette. et lie depenses ; le Ministre du Trdsor dolt done eonnaltre ces 
provisions, ear son role est de nipneler et de faire respecter, d'ncoord avco le Mimstro 
den Finances, celte regie essi-utielle. 

Ui, href exposd ties fonetions du Ministre du Tresor lem eonnmtre les mitres 
[li tit] as 
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dEfauts de 1'organisution actuollc. (Les monies critiques s’appliquent, du reste, au mode 
do paiement des dupenscs, dans les provinces, par les Gouverneurs.) 

Li- Miuistre du Tresor est chargE do payer les mandats du Hecab. II rei;«»it uu 
relcvode toutes/'les reeettes du Recal) sur lesqucllos il jpourra imputer les ddpenses. 
Certains rovenus du Itccsih la domino, les passeports, la posto—out des affectations 
Rpdciales, et ne sont pas mis a sa disposition. 

!.*• Minister du I rest>r n a pas de Caisse; on no Ini verse jjdndralemenfc aiicune des 
recettes dont il doit Giro emploi. 

Lorsqu il doit paver uu mandat.il reniet un lieneficiaire, en Eclmnge do son titre 
(pi’il conserve coimnu piece justificative, uu ordiv do paiement, on liuvalE, sur 

mi des agents de ..sties, t buivorneur de provinee, Miuistre de TolEgraphe, .Miuistre de 

la Monnaie .... 

La comptsihilitc du Miuistre du Tresor est tros simple. 

I tans uu premier registn* il irisorit. tuns les mandats ncquittEs pour losquels il a 
delivro des liavales. I Jans un autre ivgislro il elasse les reeettes par categories et note 
en regard les liavales imputes sur cos reeettes. Il commit ainsi lo monlaiit des lmvalEs 
souscrits e* le restunt disponible de chaqtio espeee tie revonus. Si, par oxomple, 1c* 
Oouvtirneur de la province de Fars doit wrser a Teheran 250,000 tomans, et si on a 
tire sur lui des hav.dcs pour 200,000 tomans, le .Miuistre du Tresor sait tpie le reliquut 
do la province est tie 50,000 tomans. 

L* double prii.eipe de la e. .niptubilito publiipie pi isaneest ipie toutes les redevances 
dues sont citiisidereu.S' eotimie tlisponibles. menu* avaut d'etre onea issues ; tout mandat, 
dans les ventures du I ivs.ir, est Sense pave lorsipie le bavale a etc don tie. 

II apportion! mix ereauciers de fain les demarclies necessaires pour oI)touir leur 
paiement. Cu li’est pas clmse facile. Les (loiivei rieiirs fiuxquels iIs presmitent leur 
litre ol.jeeteiit qu’ils ti’oiu pu pcrcevoir rimpbt, quo leers ressources out etc absorbEea 
»ar d unties <lejlenses. Ik'auo.uip tie mandats restent impayes. Les porteurs de liavales 

jnissent parfois par les coder pour line sommo inlime aver une perte de GO ou do 
70 pour cent. ( onime le pawur fora ligurer les liavales clans sa eomptnhilitc pour leur 
valeiir nominal.', la 'Ii He tenet* de GO on de 70 pour Cent const it lie pour lui uu benefice. 

La delivranee d'mi title de pension, d'un mandat, la remise d’un bavale sont des 
lormnlitEs cofiteusi-s. Qunnd un poiisionnaire de 1’Kt il est muni de toutes ses pieces 
purf'aitemenl en regie, il pest pas certain d’etre pave. II a un billet 5 ordre qu’il ue 
pent pus toiijours encaisser et qu’il est memo heureux de ndgocier au bazar pour 
(|Ut)l<pies krans. 

t )n petit imaginer les e..mbiliaisons nuxquelles donnent lieu des operations aussi 
h.'isarib*uses duns un pays trouble et sans ressomces oft 1c souci de la rogularitu s’ollHce 
(levant I'l .spoir de realiser un gain. 

Le Miuistre du Tresor sc eonteiite pas toiijours de remettre des liavales ; il paie 
parfois aussi direetemei.t les appointments aver des funds dout il fait l'avanco. S’il 
opere urn* reteuue sur les mandats et si I les iuserit dans sa conipt ahilite pour leur 
valour nominale, il pent realiser, ipiand il sera rembourse de ses avauces, un gain tr6s 
appreciable. 

Au lieu if' leiiiiir le (louvernement dans la voio des dEpeuscs, le Miuistre du 
Tresor lui i meuri! niri-i .!• s f*..-ilit.*< apparent. *- dout il retire le plus grand profit. 

i. Si I s I'evenus .!• ! Lt.it etai. nt autretms regulieremeiit etjwdsses, il n’en est plus 
d" meme uiijoiird bui. Le* (!..uve incurs, nous I'avons vu, trouvent mille famous d'ajourner 
le verseiin nt des reeettes de leur province qui revierineiit au budget du Tebenili. 

hapii s les eomptes de la t aisse Imperiale. lea (ioiiveriuMirs doiveut encore sur les 
redevances total, s (Ketah el Iteeab) .pi ils avaietit a verser a I'Administration de la 
1 resorerie :— 

I'.uir llim-il (t'.iua-ro 
four Ve»lit-|| i I'.mk'i 7 1 
l.es r.'itev.i.iee, . laiei.l- 
Ki» llnn.il .1.* 
cm Yo.mt-il do 

Ils doiveut done encore plus d'un quart ile ees redevances. 


b'xamru ihs Cninptt's (/«• I’fimt, 

A 1 'tpjuii de ces eonsid. rat ions d'ontiv puieral. j'aurais voulu donner des indications 
precises lire, s de-eomptes de 1 Flat, maU il y a ilatis .as eomptes taut d’obseuriUis et 


Toiuans. 
580,4 fift 
tilO.TUl 

-, 10.1,4*14 
i.ysy.7s3 


de confusions qu’on no doit m6me pas attribuer aux chi fires une valour absolue et 
definitive. . i . . 

D’aprts un premier jesumd qui m’avail ete donnd des Evaluations budgctaires du 
seal llecab de TeliEran, on prevovait pour 1’annEe 132G (H)08-9.) un deficit de 
552,18‘J tomans; on ajoutait:— 

“ Dans le cas oil les reeettes indicpiees ne parviondraient pas au Oonvernement 
idles .ju’elles sont inserites sur la liste. et flans le cas oil so prodtiiraient certaines 
dope uses imprevues jiour ITanpire, ce cbiflVe sera augmente du total de ces depenses, et, 
du in. tins, pereu sur les reeettes.” 

Le Hudget general de la Perse, dresse plus tard sur nm demahde, compreiiant les 
r . iitcset les dejjenses des provinces groupees avec cellos de ’leberan, fait apparaitre 
une situation un pen diflurente :— 


1 . Hope! les— 

K.retles on os pi 1 ccs en nature 
HIu et <»rg«* . 

faille 

Fournige .. 

I>. |. u-.i's i*n muiHlrnire on nature 

HIE et orgo 

Itix 

faille 


I,.* .loiicit on urgent est .lone do 


7,SoO.S:51 lo'iian**. 

air,,;. 17 klmlv.irs. 
6 .01M 

MS.825 .. 

four luEmoiro. 

8 . |»; 7 .r.as tornnns. 
17 .‘t .*201 kliit! vnrs. 



four liioiuoii'o. 

GK6.704 toiuaiis 


11 ost aitotiuo | ar I’oxcodent du .Malint juiyo eu nature— 

III,: ct urKf.. .. .. .. •• 173,810 klialv.w. 

Kiz . 3,171 „ 

I’ailllt . 70,132 „ 


Si oil (lonuo mi bl<S ct ^ 1’orgo uno vnleur moymme 'la 25 krnns le klmlvar, 
au riss c-lla du 5 toiuiilis ct it la paille cello do I krati, 1‘oxcddont du Maliat on nature 
rujiroseuto— 

Tonuuut. 

four 1c We et Torgc .. .. •• •• •• 433,290 

four Id'Hz ■ •• •• •• •• •• •• 15.8.05 

four lu jmiIIc .. .. .. •• •• •• •• 7,010 

Total 
A rot rancher do 

Moutaut du deficit.. 


.. 450,700 

.. 630,704 


Le deficit prevu au budget de l'annee 1320 ne 8emit done quo de 179,94-1 
tomans. 

I.e deficit nest pas un fait exceptionnel. 

Ih puis loligtcmps les Ministres n'otit jamais pu fnirc face aux depenses deponses 
inserites sur les bmlg- ts, depenses supplomciitnires -avee les smiles reeettes budgutairee. 

11s out eu recoui*8 a divers precedes rl'empnmts:— 

1. Les revmius si venir out etc escomptes. 

La redevsiiice annuello de 10,000 Ii*. {wiyable par les beritiers Lyanosoff commo 
prix de lucutim. lies pecherios a etE versEe le I .> avril, l'JOG, et d'avauce pour les aniiues 
1007, iiUJiS, I'JO'J, et le r r decembre, 190G, pour l'annee 1910. 

I’ii imuvel .accord du meme genre a Ete lait en 1908. 

Par Convention en date du 14 juin, 190G, la Compagnie du TelEgmphe Indo- 
I'.'in.pE. n si fait au Oonvernement persan une avaucc de 40,000/. a vsdoir sur les 
redevsuices de la ( omjNignie a partir de 1’anuEe 1912. 

Le- redevances auuuellcs de 5,000/. sont daillours retenues jusqu’en 1912 par la 
L'mip.i^nie pour se rembourser d'availces antEricures ou des sommes qui lui soul dues 
p■•nr I'- prix d* s tElEgrammcs tmnsmis et non payes, 

2. L s Ministres a’adressont aux baiiquos ot font des Kinprunts it courtc EcbEanco 
ou '*n compte-coumnt. 

I e 2s mars, 1901, on emprunte it la. Hanquo ImpEriale de Purse 1,000,*)00 tomans 
^ 12 pour cent, reinbourssddes en trois ans. 

2. Le 2 (15) mai, 1904, on eiupruntu it la U nique d’Escompte 1,200,000 tomans ii 
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<) pour cent, remboursublcs on cinq mis. Lcs intdrets et annuitds lion payds sont 
capitalists <-t pussiblcs d’un intdret fie I - pour cent. 

Le 7 (20) join notivel emprunt de 500,000 tomans it 12 pour cent, reniboursable 
en quatre mis, ii la Banque d'Lscoinpte. 

()n no pent d’aillours ignoror, qiiund on (ait (lcs emprunts roinboursaules a «i 
brieve dclicauce, qiie la situation (inanciete lie pennettra pas (le payer les annuitds, ni 
ineine les iutdrets. 

L'avance do 1,000,000 tomans flu 28 mart, 1001, figured t flans les comptes d« la 
Banque Imperiale au 30 novembre, 1000 [sir p.ur 1,254,042 tomans; cellede 1,200,000 
tomans du 2 (15) mai, 1004, a la Banque d'Kscompte, montait au 1" janvier, 1000, £ 
1,757,802 tomans, et Celle de 500,000 tomans du 7 (20) juin, 1005, it 715,044 
tomans. 

3 . Lcs Mii.istres empruntont en lour nom ott font des avances au Gouvernpment 
de lours propres deniers. 11s font ensuife reconnaitre ces pruts conimo dette de 
l’Ktat. 

be im mai, 1008, le Ministre des Tdldgraphes emprunte 50,000 tomans a 15 pour 
cent, jwiur If ronipte des Tdld 1 raphes a la I'aiujue Imperiale. 

1.. , j:: mai. 1008, le Ministere des Alfaires Ktrangeres emprunte 5 la Baiique 
Imperiale 17,000 touiaiis, ruuilxMirsahlus dans six mois it 15 pour cent, gnrautis Mir 
le produit des j.assejioru pour payer les appmutcments des employes. (Ces deux dettoa 
in- sont jias eiieotv ivfvniiuf-s eoiniue dettes puhliques.) 

I.f Ministre do 11 list ruction Publique sVst fait rembourser en 1008, uno somnie de 
9,000 tomans, qti'il avail avaneuc dans son service. 

la- Ministre du Trdsor reclame nctuelloment le remboursement <les avances faites 
par lui pour le paiemeut des mandats en 100b. 

I.f (inuvi rnemeiit doil ii Tun des MinMres de la Corn* une forte Somme pour prix 
d’aeliat de fldeornl ions et insigtifs non rembourses. 

Les avances lie son! pas d’ailieurs toujours librement offertes, et lieaucoup do 
grands personnagoft sollieitent mi paste dans 1'espoir fit: rdcupdrer les soinmes dont le 
versemeut leiir a did impose. 

1.. iv ^ .uiv(•, f\iraoriiiiiaires provenant d'avances ou d’emprunts nc suffisent \m 
pour paver Joules les deputises. Bouucoup de mandats restent impnves. 

I.f Ministre des l , 'in;inces m'a rctnis all mois d’oetnbre 1008, une “ liste des traite- 
ments anieres des troupes, des Knvovdx Kxtruonlilinires, des Gonsuls. des Ministres, des 
jiensioniiaires pendant annees llan-ll, N>iuiti-ll, Ghoui-il (1005, 1900, 1907), dri 
Homines dues an\ Saiufs, mix intendants de hi l 'our, au lunqtiier Tuunmuiaiitz. au 
Cieusoi pour le prix des anues fournics a la Perse." 

(\ iim lisle monte a 2,7a 1,038 tomans (50,000 tomans out etc rembourfics (lepuis au 
Iwmquier Toumuniant'/.). 

(,!«• n ai pu vdrilier I'exacti tilde de ce ebiH'ie.) 

11 landrail njotitcr it la somme tie 2,751.038 tomans— 

1. l.es mandats restant it payer de IVxereice 1008-0; le relevd n’en a \M 

dtd fail : _ 

2. l.es in.in-iat> imputes snr la douane, «pii n'ont pu dtre regies pour dtflaut de 
funds, ;;79,o.V| i •mans ^pielipies-uns de ee.s m.uulats ligurent peut-etre ddjii sur la liste 
precedent* > ; 

3. l.es indemnites demunddes pour vols postaux, 143,058 tuinans. 

I tea nr- <up fie reelamaiits out disparu, la delto de 143,058 tomans pourrait etre 
rdduite. Ae. 

|., , mm des d-MUH-fS cert nines sur la detle de la I’erse sont—uvee celles do la douane 
et fie I . posle cedes des deux billfples llusse et Anglniso. 

I > detle «le I t ei’M it la Banque d’Kscompte comprend— 

1. I., S emprin.is 5 pour cent de HUM) et 1902, reiuboursableH en soixanto-quinM 
nnnuih's 32.500,000 roubles (nii.mt smmii. nt jideduua). t 

2. Auti’es delles rcconuuvs coniine flettes fie l'Ktat, uti 31 ddoembre, lUUb, 
3,290.eo • lomaiis 

I idles non rceonnues—pour memoire. 

l. i detle :i la llunqiie Imperiale coljlpreud 

l l.'r.mpiuif .• pour Cent tie I9u3 4, reniboursable en viugt ttlinuitoo, 200,00c I 
(amoi t ivst jiiri.t a deduiie . 


2. Autres-dettes au 20 septeinbre, 1008, suivant dtat fourni j>ar la Banque, 
2 , 020,000 tomans. 

Lcs emprunts it court terme et les avances dans les deux lwinques portent intdrdt 
9 , 10, 12 et 15 pour cent. Les intdrdts arridrds sont capitalists tons les six mois; 
It- taux des einpnmts 0*12 pour cent est done en rdalitd de 0*20 et 12*36 pour cent 
quand les iutdrets ne sont pas payds 5 I’cchdance. 

Rcsultats dex Operations t(e la Caisse Imperiale pour VExercice 1905-0. 

17Administration des Douanes vient <le terminer les comptes de la t 'aiase Impdriale 
pour rannee Ilan il, 1005-6. 

Kile en a fait un resume Sui montre clairemeut les diflicultes financidres de la 
perse et rimpossibilitd, en l’etat actuel, de rdaliser I dfjuilibre du budget. 

Les CJouverneurs doivent encore sur le Maliat d'Uan-il, 580,455 tomans. 

Ijes appointements restant it payer dans les provinces montent ii 77,000 tomans. 

La Caisse Impdriale n'u jamais on la liste ties autorisations de fldpenses du budget 
de Teheran ; ello ne peut done indiquer les rentes ii payer sur le Hecab. 

Pour acquitter les ddpenses, la Caisse a du chercner des ressourecs en dehors des 
recettes lmrmales fie l’annde. 

Le Trdsor Impdrial a found 322,263 t. 2*25 kr. On a emprunte : 


Pour |«ypr la brignilo de Cosaques 

T. 

.. .. 01,1186 

kr. 

1*20 

A la Ituuque Imix-rialo 

.. .. 205,554 


Un a i>rdlove— 

Sur lcs fonds do I.oui-il (1901-5).. 

252,441 

2-75 

Sur los fonds de Yount-il (l'Jf)C-7) 

.. 1,0*2,924 

3*75 

Total 

.. .. 1,965,169 

5-05 


Lcs comptes de la Trdsorerie ne centralisent pas toutes les operations budgdtaires 
de I’anndo llan-ll. 

La Douane avuit it cette dpofpie un budget spdeial. On ne peut done dire que lo 
ddlicit ait etc en Ilan-il de 1,065,160 t. 5 05 kr. 

La confusion des comptes, des exercices, ne peimettrait pas de tirer des chitlres 
ireccdents une telle conclusion. ()n un peut seulement ddduire line preuve evitlonte de 
a luativuise administration des linances persanes. 

Conclusions. 

l.es premieres ruformes ii entrepreudro pour rdtablir l’onlre dans les linances sont 
les suivantes :— 

1 . II (uut dresser un budget unique pour toute la Perse laisant apparaitre 
clairemeut toutes les recettes et toutes les ddpenses flu pays nuigdes mdtluKlifpiement 
par Ministere et par nature de services. < >i» dovm rattaeher au budget toutes les 
ri ci-ttes qu f efTcctuei.it les agents pour lour propre compte et Cfimme rdmuneration de 
lours services—droits pjjrcusau moment de 1 ciablisscment d’un 1 hi rat ou dun bubs, 
taxe sur les alfaires contenti«;uses, recettes flu 'rafavfd-amal laissdcs il la disposition 
des Gouvcrneurs. 

On iuscrim au budget toutes les depenscs d administration et les traitemcnts des 
fonctionnaires. 

La multiplicite fles budgets—budgets j»rovinciaux, budget de I rborau— la classi- 
lieation des ddpenses d'apr&s les revenus a 11 ecids ii leur jNiieiuent, ilepenses iinpulces sur 
les foieis flu Maliat, sur la Douane, sur les Pnssenorts, sur lea revenus des Posies ou des 
Tdlegrapbcs fd>seurcissont les compte>, fu ilitent les doubles paiements. 

Les revenus flu la Perse sont uctiicllciueut insuflisantN pour Giro luce aux flepenscs. 
L'orgunisation fles services publics, In paiemeut des fonctionnaires, occasionneront ties 
fldpenses nouvelles. , . . t 

On flevra flonc chercher aauginenter les revenus fie l'Ktat et a rdfluire les deponses 
d<mt l’utilitd est contestable. _ . 

L'augmentation du Maliat est possible dans certaines provinces. Limpot 
par l**s villos est miuiuio. Le Maliat de Tdhdr.au est de 57,481. bur cette son line, 
22 000 tomans sont payds par les lubricants de briquea. 
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La dcrnibre revision du Maliat date rle plus dc trente ans; on a formd depuis long- 
temps l(j jn-ojet do procederudeuouvellcs evaluations destindes it supprimer les inegalit&s 
dans l'assieite de cut inqiot. 

he Barlemont avait decide do rdduire les traiteincuts anciens et les pensions. 
Son Excellence Nasr-el-Molk, Ministre des Finances, avait fait dtablir par les Mostofis 
des roleves des iraiteineuts inscrits au profit d une memo perisoune dans plusieurs 
budgets. On a done tons les elements d’un travail recounu necessaire. 

Les inturets (Sieves des. emprunts a court tonne et des avances sont une lourde 
charge pour le budget; mais on no pout songer a retwbourser les avances fuites par 
les banques sans con tractor un einprunt dont les conditions pourraiout etre moins 
ondreuses. 

2. loutos les augmentations d impot ot toutc-s les Economies qu’on pourrait realisor 
no abnnoront pastjucore mix Administrations nouvellesassezde ressources pour fonctiomicr 
avec rugularitu et pour lutter contre des erremonts inveterds. 

Si on vent monor a bieu cette ojuvre de relcvement, il faudra recourir it des fends 
d’empmnt dont l'emplei sera justifib par l’ulilitd de la ddpense. 

•L ()n devra organiser an Ministere des Finances et dans les provinces un corps 
d agents rugulierement paves, charges sous les ordres d’un Trdsorier-lldiidrnl, responsables 
do loxdcuti«m dujnidget. du la perception du Maliat, de la centralisation de toutes les 
recotto.s et du paiemeiit des ddjienses. 

Les projets les uiioux coneiis, les regies budgdtaires les plus strides sont inutile 
sans agents pour les appliquer. 

.le pen so memo (pur soul un Eumg^en ties nu e .urant de la comptabilitu budgdtaire 
aura.it assez de savoir- ot d'autorite pour rdtiiblir ford re et soustraire les services tinanciers 
it faction prtfdnminaiite des Gouvenieurs. 

Les dillicultds de cette luehe serotit gmndes ; elles ne sont pas insUrnion tables. 11 v 
a dans les provinces et il Tdlidi'an des agents experimentes nuxquels il no manque qu’un 
chef jiour les guider et coordonner lours travaux. 

4. On a ddjiimis a lutude autrefois le projet de creation d’une Cour des Comptes. 

Let to institution pou era fieulo empecher les irrcgularites <pii so commettent 
aujomd’hui a i moment de la remise et de la verification des comptes. 

Si la ueecssitc d'un emprunt n’est pas contestable, on n'en pout des maintenant fixer 
le cl till re. 

Les funds de cot einprunt devront recevoir une triple affectation : 

1. It'ihlxmrsohtent d(N dettes a cour to ucheniico on t'X iglbles dans les banques. 

2. Keglnuent des mandats (’•mis mais non paves, et autres dettes. 

3 Paiement des deponses dorgaiiisat ion des divers services publics. 

La (lotto flottante dans les deux bampies russe et anglnise ost conmie. Mais des 
dillicultus (resgrandes so presenteronl ipiaitd mi voudra proeeder au remlKmrsemeiit des 
mandats et mitres dettes. 

11 l.iUiira dabordeu etablir une lisle complete et sincere; puis diseuter les bases du 
reinlHMirsement. car on ne pout udinetiro quo des mandats dont la valour actuellemeut 
ostimoo a ::() oil 40 pour rent do lour montant nominal soieut iutegialement payes, 

Li determination dessommes necessaires a ['execution d’un programme (le rufornics 
BUpposo quo co programme ait etu prealahlement arrete dans clinque Ministere. 

t ie sera un travail long et eoinplique, parce (pie, si dans les Ministeres des Finances, 
de la Guerre, on des A Hu ires Etrungercs on trouvera des elements <1'organisation, 
certains services, t Is quo I’Instruction, les Travaux Publics, la Justice, devront 6tre 
untibreinent erees. 

Le foiieti.»in.«*mem regular do tout service puBj|i est etroitenient lie celui de 
1’Administration Imuuea-re, qui procure rs ressouices et acquit te ies ddpenses. Host 
done indispensable de pr-»eed( r des maintenant a la reorganisation du Minist&re des 
I'inancos ot d olgeuir, au pllui tot, feiivoi d’un fond ionnaiio ouropeen qui suit mis a la 
tCte do cette Administration. 

L’lnspoeteur des Finances on mission, 

Conseiller Financier du Gtmvornement Imperial Persan, 
(Signe) .1, BIZOT. 

Teheran, le 15 mors, 1901). 
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[17650] No. 3S9. 

Sir G. Barclay In Sir Edward Grey .— (Received May 10.) 

(No. 75.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 8 , 1909. 

I UjAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a despatch from His Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Seistan to the Government of India, in regard to the Seistan-- 
Bindah section of the .Seistun-Meshed telegraph line. 

I have shown this despatch to Mr. Barker. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 3S9. 
Consul Reunion to Sir G. Barclay. 


Sir, Scislan , March 11, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, copy of my letter No. .‘17 c, 
dated 11 th March, 11)01), to the Secretary to the Government, of India, in the Foreign 
Department, with inclosure. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) K. L. KKNNION. Major , Indian Army, 

ihs Britannic Majesty's Consul for 
Seislan and Ram. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 389. 

Consul Reunion to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Seislan , March 11, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for the information of the Government of India, a 
c »py of a Report made bv Mr. E. A. McManus, Sub-Assistant Superintendent of 
Telegraphs, on the condition of the Seistan-Bandaii section of the Seislan--Meshed 
telegraph line. 

2 . With reference to the concluding paragraph of the Report, I am informed that 
a fresh supply of sulphate of copper has since been received from Meshed. 

3. I hope to be able to get the condition of the remainder of the Seistun and Kain 
sections reported on very shortly. 

4. Copies of this letter with inclosures are being sent to His Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran and His Majesty’s Consul-General, Meshed. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) R. L. KENNION, Major, Indian Army, 

His Britannic Majesty's Consul for 
Seistun and Rain. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 389. 

Report on the Condition of the Telegraph Line from Nasratahad to Bandan 
(February 15 to 26, 1909). 

AS the physical features of the country through which the lino posses are very 
different-. I have divided the line into two sections, viz., (1) Nusrntahad-Lab-i-Baring 
(2) Lah-i-Baring- Bandan. 

2 . Section I. (a.) Mijnmcnt .—For the first 4 miles from the city the line crosses 
the “ put," thence to Afzalabad, a distance of 2 miles, over inundated country. From 
Afzalabad to Mil-i-Baring across the “ naizar.” 

The alignment from the city to Afzalabad is faulty, as during tin* winter season 
that portion running across the inundated country is maintained with great difficulty, 
if at all. At the time of my inspection there were three posts heeling over so much 
that their tops were barely a foot above the water, and but for the support given by 
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tin; wire itself, would undoubtedly have fallen. I brought this to the notice of the 
Gluilain Bashi at Bauriun, hut lie informed me that owing to the depth of water nothing 
could be done at present. Two important points seem to have been overlooked in the 
construction of this sectioni viz., facility for inspection and repairs, and erecting posts 
in firm, solid ground. When ground liable to inundation cannot be avoided, special 
measures to ensure liability should have been adopted. 

If the construction of the line from Uobat is sanctioned, it would be advisable to 
divert the line from Afzalabad to the city slightly south to meet this line, and thence 
onward to the city on the same supports. 

Tin* alignment across tlm “ uaizar ” would appear the best that could be taken. 
If special measures, such as liberal cross-staying, bushing, planting the supports in 
barrels of stones, Arc., be adopted -as this part of the country is liable to inundation— 
there is every reason to hope that the line will remain stable. 

(It. i Posts. -Except for a couple of miles from the city, the posts oil this section are 
in a bad eondition, for Iwsides the majority being below the standard dimensions 
(the diameter at the base L-ing baivlv -U inches), and their bases ant-eaten, there are 
no loss than 50 no higher than N feet. In a country like Persia, where the camel 
nlxiunds. the lowest headway should not lie less than 12 feet. In this connection I 
would draw attention to the following: the (Jhulatn Bashi informed me that recently an 
interruption occurred by a camel getting entangled in the line wire, and in trying to 
extricate itself pulled down two or three supports. 

(r. > Wire. The common fault is “tying down." This is due to two causes: 
firstly, when the wire was first erected the correct working strain was not given, as 
looking at it now it is much too tight; and, secondly, owing to the numlier of short 
posts, the tops do not follow even curves, that is, they suddenly rise and fall, this causes 
the wire to he tied down to the insulator on the low posts instead of the insulator 
supporting the wire. As undue strain is thus thrown on the insulators, they must 
crack or break, and, consequently, the insulation of the line, on which so much depends, 
is considerably reduced. 

((/. ) Insulators. —Several cracked and broken. This fault 1 noticed frequently 
occurred at severe angles aiid wlibil* the wire was tied town (please see the preceding 
paragraph). 

il. Station 2. («.) Alii/nmcnt From the Mil-i-Bnring the line crosses the “dnsht" 

to Bandan. This alignment is good. 

(It.) Posts. —There are as many as sixty short posts on this section. Other 
conditions are much the same as tliore described in 2 (ft). 

(r.) Wire .— In the same condition as 2 (r). 

(//.) Insulators. —In the same condition as 2 (d.) 

4. (Icncrul. —The Ghulum I'aslii at Bandan informed me that no thorough repairs 
were undertaken this winter. He did certain petty repairs on the section Seistan- 
Sideh with the help of the tihulums, but no funds were allotted, the expenditure 
incurred being met hv contributions from the tihulums themselves! No Russian 
Inspector or Sub- Inspector accompanied the party. 

No poles base lieen changed since the line was originally constructed; those 
ant-oaten at 111«• base were simply cut down and re-erected, hence t he large number of 
short supports. 1 have already drawn attention in paragraph 2 (It) to the deficiency in 
headway, and, until steps are taken to replace these short posts, frequent interruptions 
may he expected. 

No insulators are available to replace those broken. 

I experienced great difficulty in working Seistau from Bandan; this was due to 
a very weak battery and iio sulphate of copper available to charge the cells. The 
(Ihulum Bashi informed me that the little he had had been sent to Seistan, and 
that th«* ery all along the lino was for more sulphate of copper. My personal 
experie e of S,Titan is the same. From the present state of the line and batteries 
1 can form but «*nc opinion, and that is, then* will be a sudden cessation of work 
very shortly. To prevent this, immediate steps should !>e taken to put the fine and 
the batteries into working order. 

(Signed) E. A. MoMANUS, 

Sub-Assisiun t Superintendent. 
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No. 390. 

Sir G. Hnrclay to Hr Eduard Grey .—(Reduced May 10.) 

(No, 7(i. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tehran , April 14) 190$). 

IN' m.v telegram No. 129 of the 3rd ultimo I reported that .Mr. Edward Kitaliji was 
in IVliran seeking a Concession for the construction of a road from Kult-i-Malik Stall to 
Nasratnbad. 

Jlr. Kitaliji called yesterday at the Legation to tell me that lie had not been 
pressing tin' matter, nor did he intend to do so during his present visit to Tehran. He 
t .ld me, however, that on his return to I/mdon next month he hoped to interest the 
foreign Ollico in his scheme, which, 1 gathered, embraced not only the construction of 

tlm proposed load,.Imt also the establishment"nf a steam-traction servie.lit. Ido 

ii"! know whether Mr. Kitaliji is really in earnest a I Halt ibis (oneessioii. the value of 
which is problematical. Indeed, I have reason to believe that the object of his visit to 
Tehran was quite other than that explained to me. 

He is accompanied by a Mr. Richard, who is a jewel expert in the employ of 
Earlier, the great Baris jeweller, and the two have purchased jeweller}' from Naih-cs- 
t'ultanoh to the value of 11),'Hill/. Ii came to my knowledge a day or two ago that the 
Nail) was attempting, on the part of the Shah, to dispose also of Crown jewels of great 
value, Imt 1 am happy to say that alter a conversation which Mr. Churchill had with 
.Mr. Kitaliji by my instructions, the laller was so much impressed by the resentment 
which ho ami his friends would he likely to incur with the Nationalist parly if they 
bought Crown property, that they broke oil' negotiations with the Naih-cs-Sultaneh, 
which they assured me they had only proceeded with in the belief that the jewels really 
belonged to him. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


117552] No. 391. 

^ Sir G. Hardily to Sir Eduard (hey—(Received May 10.) 

S l ’ wvm ... . Tehran, April 10, 1909. 

1 NO I ICE from the “ I imps " of the 1st instant, which has just reached me, that 
on the previous day Mr. Rees asked a question in the House whether you had any 
ollieial information to the oll'ccl that the Shull’s Government had received a’luan thromdi 
the < i.Tman Bank in Tehran. 

There is, of coarse, no Gorman Bunk in Tehran, and though there have been 

. . . r, '°m time to time that the Shah had received financial assistance from one 

d 'he great banks in Germany, I believe them to lie totally unfounded. Not only does 
I "'1111 Guadt deny I Imt there has hern anything of the kind, lint ii is obvious dial any 
formgu loan would lutve sent down exchange, which, on the contrary, stands now lit. 
’''' minimally high rate ol ol> kt'an- lo the pound. Such rumours are probably spread 
'' l ' ^hnli s readionary rnuire-lloiv, in ific hope of discouraging the Nationalists, 
liny generally relate to alleged loans from the Imperial or the Russian Bank, and are 
intended to serve the additional purpose of engendering mistrust between the two 
'•"'"'mils. Ii is true that the Shah has procured a certain amount or money during 
d." last few weeks, and lie lms_manage, I h, pay three or fimr months’ arrears to his 
troops. 2li,0u0f. were paid by Niziim-os-Sultunoh on the understanding that he was to 

. .O', I Minister of Eiuanec, an understanding which, I should mention, lias not 

I'lllilled ; Kavani-ed-llowleh still retains that porlfolio, ami Nizam-es-Sidtaneli 
hi- been forced to content himself with the Governorship of Kerman. Nuyoi-ed- 
"Wleli, the newly-uppoiuied (I,.venior of Mi-s||e,l, i- also said to have paid 30,000 
i "Mils lot his post. Besides this the Shah lias also received a considerable sum from 

" bossian subject for I lie morlgag" , ,1 tlm fines on ... of lamb-skins. The 

individual in queslion has secured the mortgage for live years fora payment of 20,000/., 
'j i represents no more than our year - revenue from these fines. Only a part of 
! • • ■’i however, lias gone to Bagh-USliuh, lor my Russian eollcague informs me rhat liis 
l., gallon has contrived to secure a substantial portion for the settleim-m „f ei rlain 
tt.iuns. Negotiations for the sale of the Crown jewels were in contemplation, lull I 
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am happy to say flint tlio parties with whom the deal was to have heen effected have 
realized that if they proceeded witli the negotiations they would arouse the bitter 
resentment of the Nationalists. They assure me that as soon ns they realized that the 
jewels were not tlm property of a private individual they abandoned their project, and 
they are leaving Tehran this week. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


117553 ] No. 302 

Sir G. Hindui/ to Sir Idmini Grey.—(Received May 10.) 

(No. 78.) 

Sir, Tehran , April 1C, 1900. 

SIXCK my despatch No. 03 of the 25th ultimo there has been little change 
in the situation in Ispahan. 

Si-msam is daily awaiting the arrival of Serdar Assad, who is reported to lie accom¬ 
panied by some 2,ooo Bakbiiaris, and a move on Tehran is, it is said, projected for the 
21st April. The Chiefs are now said to he united, and it appears very unlikely that 
any stand will he made by the Shah's troops at Kasliun, who number some 1,500 men, 
including 300 Ruklilinris, who will probably join their fellow clansmen at the first 
opportunity. The few supporting troops at Kum are in a semi-mutinous state, and some 
days agon iimihIht of them took bast at tin? IndoThiropeau Telegraph Departltfent's 
olliec as a protest agsiusi tin- non-receipt of their pay, which they stated was two years 
in arrear. In 11 m*-«• eiivumstanees it is scarcely to lie expected that the troops covering 
the iiiad to Tehran will make any etlective resistance should the Bakhtiari advance take 
place. 

Meanwhile, an Ispahan oriler appears to 1 m* effectively maintained, though Semsam 

Seems l*i I.oinewha: disgusted with tin* attitude of the molhdis, headed bv Agha 

Neji'li. and !<• be thr from successful in raising money by voluntary means for the 
payment of his na*n An attempt was recently nultjlo by the Sadr Azam, through a 
certain Sahani '-s Sultaneh, t<< patch up matters licfcween the Slmh and the Bakhtiaris, 
ami a compromise was proposed by which the Governorship of Ispahan was to lie 
conferred "ii Semsam, wl» », however, indignantly refused to listen tu this clumsy ellbrt 
at reconciliation. 

Mr. t 'onstjl (Jenec.il Grahanie has, so far, been successful in inducing Semsam to 
respect the line; of ill** l ndo Kurope.m Telegraph Department-, which the Chief had 
complained were being used against him. lb* appeal's to have been mollified by the 
promise | instruct d Mr. Grabame to make, to the effect that after the 1st April 
the receipts for local trail! • should lie made over to him. By virtue of this arrangement 
a certain "mull sum (1.2‘M brans) was Immled over to Semsam at the beginning of April 
on account the I-ic.i 1 tr,iflic during tlie previous month, and the Department’s wires 
are now working witI.out interruption. 

Th«* Lp:il,:i», Shir.iz r *ad is m a state of deplorable insecurity. Some four weeks 
ago a Mr. (lent leiu,in, ag.-nt Messrs. Ziegler, w a- robbed at Yezdikliast, four stages 
north Shiraz, by men I- longing to the Lusliuni tribe. A Mr. Linton, of the Church 
Missionary S..cieiy t ami the post between Dehhid and Sivend Imve also been robbed, 
while two ghulams ..I 11 e Inifo-Kwropcaii Telegraph Department oil the same stage have 
been held up by Arab tnlM-siuen who lieiU and stripped them. On the 8th April His 
Majesty > Ooiisul General a Lpahau was informed by Semsam that the trilwsmen were 
on the war path, and l'<a! no British subjects should travel on any roads in the Ispahan 
district for some days to come. 

Semsam added ihat he was ordering his people In take precautions against possible 
raiders. 

Mr. (itahame h r accordingly warned British subjects against travelling in the 
Ispahan iieijl Lairlm : until further notice. I have also directed 11 is Majesty's Acting 
( onsul at ShiiM/. t•» is-oo i similar notice, and a further warning has 1 k*ci» also circulated 
among the British subjects in Tehran. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 
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sir G. Hi relay to sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 

(No. 79.) 

Sir. Tehran, April 17, 1909. 

WITH reference to Mr. Marlings telegram No. 102 of the 27th dune, 1908, 
reporting the appointment of M. Passek to he Russian Consul-General at Tehran, I 
have the honour to slate that M. Passek has now left, and, from the language held by 
various Russian officials, l understand that he is not likely to return. During his stay 
here M. Passek did not, enter upon the functions of his post, the new system of a 
separate Consulate-f leneral not having as yet been put. into force. 

It is rumoured, hut with how much truth I am unable to tell, that M. PokhitonofT, 
lately Russian Consul-General at Tabreez, may succeed him. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


^ ^ Sir G. Hardily, to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 

Sir ' .Mo-m miP-. • • • Tehran, April 19, 1909. 

t ins I | Ml | hs of minor importance only have occurred at Tabreez during the past 
|,.in* wc-ks. On the 21th ultimo a sortie was attempted against the Royalist army, and 
t'c Nationalists s.mceeded in capturing one position, but nothing fifrther was achieved, 
ii" the hulk of their forces remained in their trenches; their loss is stated to have Ihjoii 
thirty-four killed and wounded. An ineffectual bombardment of the town took place 
oa i la- oth instant, and a few shells were fired on the 1-ltli instant, and some slight 
skirmishing took place the same day, but no definite engagement has taken place. 

The disturbances at Uruimtt mentioned in my despatch No. 59 of the 24th ultimo 
w.-r- not of a serious character. They appear ‘to have originated in an ill-advised 
a-t-nipt of the Governor to intimidate the Nationalists,Who were subsequently 
reinforced by supporters from the surrounding districts and by some hands of Kurds, 
anil induced the Governor to come to terms. A subsequent rising took place at the 
e.t'l ot March, and the Governor, who is also President of the Frontier Commission, 
w.i- deported to Salmas, the Nationalists taking possession of the archives of the 
(A>mufission. Mr. Wratislaw suspects the Turks of being implicated in the latter 
affair. 

the end of February a lmdy of thirty-one Young Turks arrived in Salmas, 
i n;y are said to have lieen provided with letters of recommendation from the Committee 
oi Lmon and Progress at Salonica, to luive furnished the Nationalists with a number of 
Mauser rifles, and to have assisted in organizing an expedition to relieve Tabreez. This 
Crc.\ numbering, according to their own account, some 3,000 men- a figure which is 
probably greatly exaggerated, were reported on the 0th instant to have advanced to 
within some |0 miles of the city, hut, beyond causing a certain amount of elation in the 
meal Assembly, it seems to have effected little. It Would appear tlmt neither the 
rehevers nor the liesiegud have much real inclination for fighting or power to assume 
the offensive. 

Meanwhile supplies in Tabreez had begun to run short, and famine was loginning 
t" make itself felt, especially among the non-combatants. In view of the prevailing 
distress, it was hut to he expected that a disposition to open negotiations should 
manifest itself among certain sections of the population, and that the Shah should 
endeavour to reduce the town by the well-worn method of spreading dissent ion among 
’ e besieged. Certain delegates’ were sent to the Royalist camp at Basmineh, not, as I 
understand, officially representing the Nationalist party, but with their consent. I may 
T' 1 '* luynti'in that the German Consular Agent offered Ifis services as intermediary, but 
J," s aiwistuuce was declined by the local Assembly, who {tinted that no outside inter¬ 
ference was desired. My telegrams of these last days will have kept His Majesty’s 
I lovermnuiit informed regarding these negotiations and the general situation in Tabreez. 

ie proposals of the local Assembly, which the Russian and British Gonsuls-Geueral 
" re requested to press upon the Shah through their respective Legations, and which 
".•IV to the effect that supplies should he permitted to enter the town, and that 
delegates should be chosen to treat with the Slmh and other towns with a view to a 
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general settlement, were such jus His Majesty could scarcely be expected to listen to at 
a momWt when events pointed towards the surrender of the Nationalist centre which 
had through so many months held out against him. The Turkish Charge d* Affaires had 
two days previously pointed out the desperate condition of his nationals in the 
beleagured city, and bad addressed a menacing note to the Foreign Minister. 
Mr. Wratislaw, in telegraphing yesterday to me the conditions for an armistice laid 
down by tin* local Assembly, informed me that the amount of grain available for public 
consumption was less than lie lmd been given to understand, and stated that there 
was a probabilit y of riots taking place which might endanger the; lives of the foreigners. 
To-day Mr. Wratislaw lias informed me that the possibility of an attack on the 
foreigners had become very real, and it might possibly even la* countenanced by the 
military leaders of the Nationalists. 

In view of this very serious news, I to-day consulted with the Russian Charge 
d'Affaires, with whom I have ln*en in constant communication regarding the situation, 
and we have decided to seek a joint audience of the .Shall to-morrow and to press upon 
I Ms Majesty the urgent, necessity of protecting the lives of the foreigners at Tnbreez, 
which appear now t*. he in imminent danger. 

1 have, just learned that the Shah will receive us to-morrow, and I shall have the 
honour to report tin* result of' this audience in a separate despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


117556 ] No. 805. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 

(No. 81.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 20, 1909. 

1 IX) not think it is necessary to trouble you with an account of the numerous 
conversations I have had with my Russian colleague on the subject of tin.* critical turn 
affairs in Tabreey. have lately taken, as my telegram and those of .Mr. Consul-General 
>\ ratislaw will have kept you fully informed of the course of events. 

As reported in my telegram No. 288 we decided late last night, in view of the 
urgency of the case, to ask for a joint audience of the Shah for the following day in 
order to urge upon 11 is Majesty the necessity of granting a truce and of allowing the 
introduction of Ibn.l in order t.i» avoid the threatened attack on our Consulates and fellow 
subjects at Talilee/,. 

The audience took place this morning between 11 and 12. 1 began by making the 

usual inipiiries as to Mis Majesty's health and immediately proceeded to mid the state- 
meat, of which I have the honour to inclose a cony, a translation of which Mr. Churchilll, 
who was present as well as M. Buroiiowsky, lead to the Shah. 

II' - Majesty aid that lie would give a reply, after carefully considering the matter, 
through the Mini .ter tbr foreign AIfairs, hut lie desired to say that he* had four days 
ago ordered his troops before Tahreez to desist from all hostilities pending the negotia¬ 
tions wliieh a ere in progress, hut that last night hostilities were opened by the rebels, 
and were st ill in progress. 

Speaking on behalf of myself and of my Russian colleague, 1 informed tin* Shah 
that we were not concerned with the rights and wrongs of the struggle at Tahreez. Thu 
matter was loo urgent lo admit of discus-don. We were face to face with u situation 
which pre euie-1 i •»e giuvest perils for our respective Consuls and fellow subjects there. 
I strongly urged II:- dajesty t" give orders that an armistice should he declared and 
that supplies should he allowed to enter the town in order to avert the danger which 
threatened. 

I he Soali seemed to have some doubt as to tbe existence of provisions in the 
neiglibo ;r!io d and repented that the rebels wen* attacking his forces, and asked whether 
his (lea r.11 -> wen await such attacks with their arms folded. 

I 1 i '! *.it m' lie- Majesty declared I hut an armistice would he observed by him for 
a gi\en pen 1 and if suppli** were, during such truce, allowed into the town, my 
KiisM'.hi e>.! .igue and I would instruct our Consuls to use all their iiitlueucu to prevent 
the N a i totiali - is from attacking. 

I I • Shah said i .at Relegates had been sent to Basmiuch from Tahreez to discuss 

•'••III- ot ( • w. ; I and that the p. ..pie of Tahreez Were ready to submit but that, 

l"‘* ' i 1 . i I . !s under arms, as distinct lVom the peaceful population with whom 
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lie had no quarrel, had made a determined attack on his forces. Was he at this juncture 
to allow provisions into the town ? 

L again impressed on the Shah the grave danger to which our Consuls and fellow 
subjects were exposed : a situation which demanded immediate action. Every minute 
was of importance if a catastrophe was to he avoided. M. Sabline joined in this earnest 
appeal. 

The Shall replied that he had for nine months been endeavouring to get the mastery 
of the Tahreez rebels, and for this purpose lie had besieged the town and stopped the 
entry of supplies. They were now in sore straits. Was he at this juncture to allow 
supplies in and thus undo all the work which had been done by bis forces ? 

I said, in reply, that His Majesty was only asked by us to declare a temporary 
cessation of hostilities and to allow a limited quantity of provisions to enter the town 
which would at any rate avert the imminent danger to our Consuls and nationals. 

The Shall replied that he did not know why the foreign Consuls and subjects did 
not leave the town, to which M. Sabline fluid I answered that such a course was, under 
the circumstances, quite out of the quest ion. My Russian colleague tulded : 

“ Our Consuls cannot leave their fellow subjects in Tahreez—the interests at stake 
are too great; and the numerous Russian subjects in the town cannot go out they 
have their families and property to think of. If we thought your Majesty could 
protect them we would aslc you to do so; hut you cannot. Wo must therefore insist 
that your Majesty will comply with our representations. Mr. Miller, who is known to 
your Majesty, has telegraphed to me that there is imminent danger of an attack, and 
I fear it may occur at any moment. Therefore I cannot sufficiently impress upon your 
Majesty the importance of immediate action. I would even add that the country is at 
stake.” 

The Shah appeared to l>e much impressed by this appeal, and alter some further 
discussion agreed to send a telegram to Ain-ed-Dowleh to hold his hand for six days 
(/.<*., until midday on Monday, the 26th April), during which time provisions approxi¬ 
mately required for that period will lie allowed to enter the city on condition that no 
attack is made in the interval on the Royalist forces. 

M. Sabline and I undertook on our side to instruct the Consuls-Gcneral at Tahreez 
to communicate these terms to the Nationalists, and to use all their inlluence to prevent 
the resumption by them of hostilities. 

We informed the Shall during the course of the audience, which lasted three- 
quarters of an hour, and at which the Minister lbr Foreign Affairs' was present, that 
we proposed to wait ujhhi him again the following day, in order to make represen¬ 
tations of a more general character in accordance with the formal instructions of our two 
Governments. 

On returning to the Legation 1 received a message from the Shah, through the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, communicating the following telegram which he had just 
received from Aiu-ed Rowleh : - 

“ The reliefs only want to gain time, as they expect a relieving force from UTumia 
and Salmas which will attack Serdnr Nosrct. There is ulisolutely no doubt that two 
guns have reached Salmas from Urumia.” 

The Shall desired it to he understood that, should this force attack his troops, the 
armistice would lie considered at an end. 1 replied that l agreed on tLis point, and my 
Russian colleague suliseqiiently gave a similar reply. 

We have sent identic instructions t*> the British and Russian Consuls-General at 
Tahreez ill tbe uliove sense, and it seems that for tin* time lieiug tbe danger lias Iwen 
averted. 

I liave, &e. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. .'595. 

Note read (in translation) to Shah Of Persia. 

THE situation of our fellow subjects at Tnbreez is serious in the extreme. It seems 
that tin* food in the town is so scarce that the people are desperate, and there is reason 
t" apprehend that an attack on the British and Russian <’onsuluteH-Geii'*ral is in 
contemplation in order to secure provisions. 
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In these circumstances^ the Representatives of Great Britain and Russia are 
compelled to point out to your Majesty that the two Governments will hold him 
personally responsible lor any harm which may come to their fellow-subjects and to the 
Consulates-General in Tubreez. 

We have sought an audience to-day in order to indicate to your Majesty .the only 
way of preventing the deplorable outrage threatened, and in view ofthe impossibility 
in which your Majesty's Government finds itself of protecting our subjects at Tubreez 
we are compelled t*» insist on tbc immediate necessity of pacifying the population of the 
town by granting a Iruce and by promptly taking the necessary measures for the 
introduction of food for the starving populace. 


[ 17558 ] No. 306. 

( Sir 6. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received May 10.) 

. Tehran, April 21, 1000. 

AS report«*il in my telegram No. 202 of the 28th ultimo, Ain-ed-Dowleh seized and 
detained at Basniinch two sums of money, amounting respectively to 4,000 and 
0,000 tomans, which am being forwarded by post to Tubreez by Messrs. Stevens and 
Messrs. Ziegler. 

1 am glad to aide to report that the two firms have now received practically the 
whole of the money'detained, including a further sum of 5.000 tomans belonging to 
Messrs. Stevens, wliieb was on its way from Tehran when I received news of theseizuru 
ol the first two amounts, though the money, upon being released bv Ain-eil-Ifowleli, and 
forwarded to fabreez, was, upon its arrival there, impounded by the local Assembly, 
win* only surrendered it upmi the urgent representations of Ills Majesty’s Consul- 
General. 

I inclose copy ol the note which I addressed to the Persian Government on tho 
subject, and of (heir reply, in which is given Ain-odd )owleh’s explanation of the incident. 
From the information I have received from Mr. Wratisiaw, 1 have no doubt that tlm 
story t"Id by his Highness is no more than an after thought when he found that 
the Central ( e*\enmicnt wa- being pressed to take action, and I consequently replied 
declining to aeeept his I Ugliness $ protestations of good faith. A copy of this note is also 
inclosed. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) Cr. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. .’*1)6. 
sir G. Barclay to Saad-ed-Dowleh. 

Vour Excellency, Tehran, March 27, 1909. 

I IM‘.G|!ET N* haw to bruig to the notice of the Shah’s Government two further 
robin‘lies committed by tin- Shah’s General in command of the troops at Basmineh. 

Sums mspr-.-tively *.f tomans and 4,000 tomans addressed to the British 

firms, Messrs. Stevens and Messrs. Ziegler have l*eeil seized in the post by Ain-ed- 
Dowleh, and 1 request yur Excellency to move the proper Department of the Persian 
Government t*> refund tliis money promptly to the firms which have been so shamefully 
robbed. * " J 

Interest and cost ol transfer will, of course, In* charged to the Persian Govern¬ 
ment. 

I should add that there is a further sum of 5,000 tomans on its way to Messrs. 

Stevens in Tabi and in view of the shameless maimer in which Ain-ed-Dowleh has 

.•ici«mI, I request vour Exivlloncv to submit to the Shah the desirability of His 
Majesty's sending direct commands t<» Ain-cd-Dowleli t(» abstain from any further 
robberies. 


I avail, Ac. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 390. 

Saad-ed-Dowlch to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Translation.) 

Yom* Excellency, Tehran, April 0, 1909. 

\V I I'M reference to your Excellency’s note of the 27th ultimo respecting the money 
belonging to Messrs. Stevens and Messrs. Ziegler, I have to state that, as you have 
already l>eeii informed by my note of the 28th ultimo, strong and immediate orders 
were telegraphed by Ills Majesty to Ain-ed-Dowleh who has sent the following 
answer:— 

lt I have had the honour to receive ^ our Majesty's Rescript respecting the money 
belonging to the firms of Stevens and Ziegler, i have not confiscated these two sums 
• »f money, but since the date of their arrival they are lying in tho Basmineh Post 
Ollicc. 

“ Owing to the disturbed state of the town, the postal Ggnlam does not dare to 
take the money to the town. The owners should come to Basmineh Post Oflico and 
get tho money. \\ ith regard to the other sums the same .course must he followed.” 

Since Ain-ed-Dowleh lias taken these measures for the protection of the interests 
of the British subjects against the insurgents, it is a matter of great regret that the 
facts should have Been misrepresented to you. It will no doubt Ik* clear to your 
Excellency’s enlightened mind to what extent it would be unpleasant to the Persian 
authorities, who always wish to protect the rights and increase the security of the 
British subjects, that the measure taken by them for the protection of the property of 
tin* subjects of a friendly Power should Ik* interpreted as a robljery, and that it would 
necessitate an apology for the accusation brought against a well respected Prince. 
1 have therefore no doubt that you will take such steps for the reparation that you may 
(h em suitable and thus remove the unpleasant impression left on His Majesty on 
this account. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) SAAD-ED-DOWLEH. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 390. 

Sir G. Barclay to Saad-ed-Dowlch . 

Your Excellency, Tehran, April 8, 1909, 

I HAVE received your note of the 6th April, in which you are good enough 
to inform me of Ain-ed-Dowleh\s [explanations regarding the money of Messrs. Stevens 
and Ziegler. 

with regard to these explanations, 1 would point out that if his action was taken 
iii the interests of the consignees, his proper course was to inform them. Ain-I'd-Dowloh 
did not do so, and in view of the details which have now reached me from His Majesty's 
t nnsuM ieneml, and especially having regard to Ain-ed-Dowloh’s previous record, I regret 
that I am unahle to credit that -Prince's explanations. 

While expressing my satisfaction that Ain-ed-Dowleh has now thought fit. to restore 
the money in question, and thanking your Excellency for the effective action you Imvu 
taken in the matter, 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


(17560] No. 397. 

Sir G. Burclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Man 10.) 

(No. 85.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 22, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith tho monthly summary of events in 
Persia lor the last four weeks. 

T hnve, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 
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Inclosure in No.' 307. 
No. 4 .—Monthly Summary. 


Tehran. 

THU political situation at Tehran (luring the past four weeks lias been unchanged. 

Sani-nu-IJowlcIi, First President of the late Majliss, took refuge at His Majesty's 
liBgat ion (in the -J7th March with some of his relatives, on the plea that his life was in 
danger They stated that they desired to leave, for Europe, and the Shah gave tla-m 
permission to do so. They have all now left the Legation, and some of them have 
actually left Tehran, hut Sani-ed-Uowleh still remains in his house. 

A few days later :i prominent preacher, called EtCETUul-ul-Zakertn, took refuge at 
tlic Legation, ‘having escaped, with a bullet wound in the arm, from Shall Alxlul Aziin 
on the "night of the 23ttd March, when several persons were murdered as reported at the 
time. lie is still at the Legation. _ . 

M. do Rosthorn, the Austro-Hungarian Minister, left for Europe on the 
3rd instant. . . . . . 

M. Buronowsky, the Russian Dragoman, returned from leave during tlio course of 
the month and bad a private audience of the Shall which lasted over two hours, at 
which His Majesty declared bis intention of re-establishing the Coiistitmtional regime. 
M. Baronowsky having just married, His Majesty gave him a valuable diamond ring as 
a wedding present. 

His Majesty's Minister and M. Saldino had audiences of the Shah on the 20th and 
22nd April as reported fully in separate despatches. . 

Mine, do Hurt wig will Dave Tehran on the 24th April, having remained m lehran 
fivo monthsuf&r the departure of her husband. 

(Signed) G. P. Cl LURCH ILL 

April 22, 1901). 


Tabrecz. 

Tim situation forms the subject of a separate despatch. 


ltcs/U. 

The town has remained quiet and order has been preserved. It is stated that a 
force of Nationalists under Sipabdar is about to start for Tehran. Trnflic on tin? 
Tulirun road has remained uninterrupted. 

Antra bud. 

It appears that tin* Jalerbai Tureomaus telegraphed to the Shah some time ngo 
that tli'*\ were <>u bis side, ami would disperse the Nationalists it be sent .them a 
Commander. The Nationalists sent one Ilaji Rahim Khan to collect the lurconinn 
Chiefs nud ask tliem to take the oath of'fidelity to the Nationalist cause. Tim 
Turcomans murdered him and plundered his M*opertv, Carrying oil 6,000 cattle. His 
body wax aibscqiieiitly rceoveml, and buried l*y tin Nationalists with great pomp. 

l Mi the 27tli March some twenty Nationalists under one PanolV, who was formerly 
correspondent of a Russian newspaper at Tehran, arrived at Bunder tie/, and seized the 
telegraph office and customs house. A Lu-iaii subject who bad committed murder 
was arresteil by them and banded over to the Uussian Agent for trial. On the 
2Mh March some .’•.ooo people with red lie- went out to bring the Nationalist into 
the town <•!' Astrahad, which they entered • ting “ Long live the < oiiMtitutiou " and 
“Down with Maliommed Ali." t h» the 1st April about twenty Nationalists arrest'd 
the K.ogiizar, who was suspected of having accompanied the Kussian Consul to the 
,later!•; i Turcoman-' camp, to induce (belli to Upset till* local Assembly. The KaigUZar 
was al’i- r.', aids iclc .scd through the intervention of the Russian Consul, l’be latest 
news is that t lie town is surrounded by Turcomans, who are acting on the Shah a 
Udialt, Fighting i*> proceeding, amt the Uussian Consul lias applied for troops to be 
sent in to AstmUid. 


173 



Meshed. 

The disturbances opened on the 7th April with the throwing of a bond) into the 
hoii-o of the now .Governor-Generals nephew, who was temporarily’ in command of the 
troops. 11io anti-Governinerit party, led by some twenty Russian subjects, then seized 
tin* telegraph office, but did not interfere with the European signallers. Guns were 
placed in position to protect the ark, and all soldiers were withdrawn from the city, 
where some of them bad been disarmed. On the 8th intense excitement prevailed, and 
it was decided to attack the ark, but no attack was made. The local Assembly was 
reconstituted, and telegrams announcing the fact were sent all over Persia. On the 9th 
tie* Deputy Governor was imprisoned by the local Assembly, but was released two days 
later on taking the oath of fidelity to that body. Fifteen Caucasians and a Russian 
man and woman arrived to reinforce the Nationalists. During the next week much 
money was collected, and this divided the Assembly into several parties and made 
united action imjiossible. Both Consulates received letters from the local Assembly, 
with a request that their subjects should Ihj warned not to join in the fray. It was also 
seriously intended to ask both Consulates to withdraw from the city’, in order to give 
th" Assembly a free hand, the fact lxiing that their proximity to the ark and arsenal, 
a d ilie certainty that they would resent fighting in their vicinity, made for.peace. 
His .Majesty's Consul-General states that bis Uussian colleague Ins looked on. and mado 
no serious effort to restrain Ids subjects, without whose active aid the movement would 
never have started. A feud having broken out between some Turks, who were Russian 
subjects, and the people of Meshed, the Persian authorities asked Prince Dabija to 
either restrain bis subjects, or if be could not do that, to state in writing chat he would 
not hold the Persian Government responsible if they were killed. Prince Dubija replied 
verbally only that lie would not claim compensation if they’ were killed. To bis own 
subjects be bus promised that as soon as one Uussian subject is killed be will bring in 
Uussian troops. The peaceful Russians wrote to him to the effect that they understood 
that he wanted smile of them to be killed in order to have a good excuse for bringing 
in loops, but that they bad no desire to lie bis sacrifice. It seems that the death of an 
Armenian, a Uussian subject, gave him the excuse lie desired, as early in April be 
informed two Persians that a sotnia of'Cossacks was on its way* to Meshed. 

The new Governor-General still remains at Nishnpur on bis wav to Meshed. 


'i'urbal-i-II it id an. 

b Early in March Adal-ud-Douleb was dismissed from the Governorship of Turbat. 
Dn the night of the 14th March Yuwar Asadulin at the bead of 200 well-armed Baluchis 
entered Turbat and took possession of the town, installing himself in the house of the 
Governor, lb* killed the Deputy-Governor, an old enemy of his. The town remained 
qniel and Solar Khan, who assumed the management of affairs from the Yuwar, 
published the following circular:—“ Wean* Constitutionalists and desire only tin* peace 
ur.d well-being of all. Foreigners and others arc informed that life and property will lie 
respected. All are warned that nobody should leave their bouses after sunset.” A 

censorship was established over the post and telegraph offices, but there was no 

interference with British or Russian correspondence. The people appeared quite 
satisfied with the turn events hud taken. 

2. Six Russian Cossacks arrived on the *Jth March and five on the 17tli March from 
Kerman ca route to Russia. On tin* 11th March six arrived from Meshed ea route to 

Hander Abbas and five others on the 19th March from Karos:, destination unknown. 


Seistan. 

1. Tilings remain quiet in Seistan and Kuin. The chief priests received telegrams 
early in March from Meshed telling them to suspend payment of'revenue, but everyone 
Reined to 1 m* awaiting the turn of*events 

2. M. Bra vine expects to leave Seistan in May or June. He states that a Russian 
'b'ctor will replace him as Consul pending the appointment of a permanent man. 

3. Mr. Iluson, the now manager of the local branch of the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
arrived on tlio 4th March. 
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Kerman. 

1. On the 7 tl* April i I is Majesty’s Consul telegraphed that the roads to Kerman, the 
Meshed road excepted, wore in the hands of robbers, the posts of five weeks were held 
up and the prices of provisions had risen greatly. The Meshed road being still open, 
Russian trade would profit by the fuel. On the RUh he telegraphed that hungry 
crowds were rushing the Inkers' shops, bread was scarce and there was no authority in 
the town. On tin- I'-th he reported that Maji Naih had been appointed Kalantar of 
the town and bad taken strong action with the result that the state of the town was 
better. The danger was that Russian trade would establish a strong bold on the local 
market owing to the "Uthcrn routes being closed. 

2. In the middle of April a party consisting of Colonel von dor Flaas, the Russian 
Military Attache in Seistun, another Russian, two Cossacks, and three Rrahuis 
arrived at Kerman from Rum. It appears that the party has l>een making a survey, 
and that the Colonel, who left Seistun without permission from the Russian Consul 
there, has l>een recalled. 

Yczd. 

1. The German traveller, Dr. Pugin, is still at Yczd. He gives out that In 1 is 
selling aniline dye and makes light of the difficulties over the Customs prohibition 
thereon. So fir lm 1, : tuples only. He states tint the report that; he was trading 
in arms was due to his rvant , who had bought a Mauser rifle at Shiraz, wishing to 
sell it at Yczd. 

2. Sumsam-es-Sultjiti'*!-., Rakhtiari, has telegraphed to Nnin that he has heard 

that the town is in a disorderly state and advising the people to lie quiet, otherwise lie 
will have, to send horsemen to restore order. The t -legram ended with an inquiry as 
to when ii would be convenient Ibr horsemen to come to collect the first instalment of 
next year’s revenu* , N*< ■ answer was given to this telegram. 

ft. Rv the end of March most of the I’nr si villagers had returned to their 
villages. 1 nit no attempt had been made t" restore to them tlieir property, on the 
contrary, ii was state 1 that small parties of M ihonnucdans were still blackmailing 
them secretly. 

J. The general stati- of the country round Ye/.d shows no improvement. The 
postal service i diM---i».-d and no :• id i> free IVoni robin'-in. The Xain road, which 
hud been eempur i m-!. if.- f'r vine time, has relapsed into insecurity. Kuropeaus 
in Yczd have ai last h.-eii provided with guards, but it is doubtful if the latter will 
remain long unle-s they get their pay more regularly than was the case with previous 
detachments. 

Kermanshnh. 

1. A serious dist urbane* t ook place on the 27th March. On the 25th, a Jew convert 
to Christianity, by tra!< stocking seller, heat his apprentice, a young Seyvid. The 
Im»v returned hour, •' hi- dinner and slept well, hut next morning, uftur tainting 
several times, he la-d. The hospital assistant attached to His Majesty's Consulate 
attended the l.oy, and 'Id the boy’s brother that, in his opinion, there was no connection 
h.-t ween the hoy's drat Ii and the heating ho had received. Two Persian doctors also 
attended the hoy. I’, bey's brother made im complaint, hut the stocking seller was 
arrested and c.-i ta a •'*'yyi Is. who an* well-known had characters, forbad the burial of 
the hoily, which i 1 .-y u quired to carry round in order to inflame the people against the 
Jews. A im -ago to IK Majesty’s Consul that the Jewish quarter would probably ho 
looted unfortunate's tailed to reach him. Tie next day one • •!' the Sevyids went to the 
C 'verie.r and, nnd.-r llue.it ot' creating a riot demanded tie- instant execution of the 
Jew-Christian. The S« x \ id- also com pellet 1 several of the chief priests to support their 
demand Tin* Govern- i. fearing a religious riot and Imping to end the matter, ordered 
tlio instant execution of the Jew without further ijiquiry. The unfortunate and 
innocent man having boon executed the looting of the Jewish quarter was at once begun. 
The Governor, though warned, took no steps to prevent the looting in which his .soldiers 
t'-ok part. On receiving messages from Captain Haworth and the Russian Consul, 
however, lie displayed some vigour, and prevented the Alliance Israelite School being 
harmed. I lie most important part of the quarter had, however, been stripped of 
everything, even doom and windows being removed. A Jewish Rritish subject had his 
house entirely stiipjK-d. hut Captain Haworth's escort were in time tu rescue him and 
his family, who were brought to the Consulate. There were no Jews killed outright. 


hut mmy died of their wounds. Too Governor’s weakness and want of force were the 
cause of the disturbance. His regiment and the artillery were alike conspicuous in the 
looting. The guard at our hospital, when remonstrated with for taking part, replied 
that it was by the Governor’s order. Captain Haworth telegraphed to His Majesty’s 
Minister asking that the Governor might he dismissed. Subsequent to the raid the 
c-l.i. i’priest spoke very strongly against it, and disclaimed all responsibility for it, and 
the Governor entrusted to them the task of recovering the looted property and 
i'.m ••ring it to the Jews. A good deal of property has been restored. Capt ain Haworth 
reports that lie has been much astonished by the practical sympathy shown by the 
M 1 omedans in sending food and covering to the Jews He adds that mnnv Jews owe 
then lives to Mahomedans who, in some cases, actually stood armed in front of their 
Jewish friends until they could take them to their own houses. It is openly admitted 
l! ; 1 ' the Jew-( -hristian was innocent and th.it his apprentice died a natural death. 
Tl"- Governor, Xahir-ul-Miilk, himself admits that the executed man was innocent, and 


sivs lie executed Inin to prevent a riot. 

On the 7th April it was rumoured that an utM&fc was to be made on the Jews, 
this time oil tlieir lives, and not on their property. A large number of the more 
iia lortuiit .lews in Kermanshnh are Rabis, and a picture of the Rub, found among the 
st kin goods, appears to have excited some of the hooligans in the bazaar. YU the 
Jp-vs who were Turkish subjects took refuge in the Turkish Consulate and the leading 
Persian Jews :n our Consulate. Captain Haworth and the Turkish Consul obtained 
tY*>m tin* Governor a written guarantee for the safety of the Jewish quarter, which was 
sir 'Ugly garrisoned, that night by soldiers and riflemen. While Captain Haworth was 
:e . :ging for the removal of the refugees to t he house of the local Representative of the 
1' rsi.ni Foreign Office, the Mnhommedan chief priest sent word that he would look after 
tiiein. A they were willing. Captain Haworth sent them to him, and he had them 
e- orted safely to tlieir homes. 

2. Karly in April the Mnhommedan chief jiriest was suspected of wishing to 
proclaim the adherence of Kermaiishah to the Nationalist cause, but up to date this lias 
not been done. 

•*. At Hamudiin the Nationalist movement collapsed on the arrival of a new 
Deputy Governor with troops, but the movement is likely to recommence. 

4. On the 1st April a man was blown from a gun for killing jin artilleryman. It 
is dated that the man’s brother was tile real assailant. In any case, after the gun was 
fired it was found that the man was uninjured, whereupon some followers of the Chief 
1’riest rushed in and released him. He had called upon Ilazrat-i-Ahhas, and the whole 
town was illuminated the same evening in honour of the miracle performed by the 
saint. The executioner was so struck with remorse that lie repented his sins, and 
renounced his profession, and lias joined the stuff of the ('hief Priest, while a near 
relative of the Jew who was recently executed, who is employed by Lotz, the German 
chemist, was also so overcome that he beetime a Malinmincilun. He has been very 
lie sous ever since the looting of tlu; Jews. The ungodly state that the i xeeutioncr 
was bribed by the Chief Priest to tie tlu* criminal s*. that he could get away from the 
muzzle of tin* gun, and the fact that he is burnt under one arm would appear somewhat 
to discount the miracle ; thus the repentance of the executioner and his renouncing 
lii> profession becomes intelligible. Roth he and the criminal are with the Chief 
Priest. 

a. Daood Khan, the Kalhur Cliief, has patched up a friendship with Slier Khun, 
lute (’hief of the Sinjabis, and has agreed to reinstate him. It appears that 11 ul>i luillah 
Khun, who is at present Governor of Kasr-i-Shirin, will have to vacate that position 
and the Chicfship of his tribe. Daood Khan, it will ho seen, practically appoints or 
dismisses the Governorof Kaer without reference to what the supremo Government may 
desire, ami also dictates who shall be Chief of the Sinjabis. 

«'*. With reference to the kind treatment of Jews by Mahoimnedans, it should bo 
mentioned that the Chief Priestsut KitIm-Iu, in response to a request made to them, 
telegraphed to the priests at Kennanshah urging them to respect the lives and property 
of the Jews. 

Shiraz . 

1. The constitutional agitation continued during the first half of March, and the 
Governor-General continued his policy of masterly inactivity. On the 17th March 
Nasr-ed*I)owleh, the Kawam's brother, called on His Majesty’s Consul and dismissed 
the situation freely. He said he had no wish to commit himself to either the 
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Royalist or the Nationalist causes, and that it was therefore necessary to sit on 
the fence as Ion" as possible in the hope of foreign intervention. Mr. Bill says 
that, in spite of all discouragement, all classes are firmly convinced, arid express that 
conviction eontinually, that there is no possible means of restoring order except by 
foreign help. On the 18th March the Knwum visited Mr. Bill and also discussed the 
situation frankly. Hi* laid stress on Ids belief that the only remedy left for Persia was 
British intervention. Mr. Bill thinks that this idea, which is clearly in the air, wiljt 
probably Imj effaced, at, least temporarily, by the Nutiomdist successes at Bushirc and 
Bunder Abbas and the progress of the Nationalist movement at Shiraz, hut if this in its 
turn fails to restore the desired order, a strong movement in favour of intervention a ay 
be expected. On the 24th a very important meeting was held which was attended by 
Nasr ed-1 Jowleli, Ata-ed-J )owl< h, ami the (lovernor-( Jeticrafs Yazir, and hv numerous 
representatives of all classes. The first proceeding was a speech by Alem-ul-Huda in 
praise of union and Constitution. Tim whole assembly acclaimed the Constitution. A 
long di > iission followed, in fclie Course of which it was decided t" inaugurate the constitu¬ 
tional Government of Fat's the following day, to send messengers to Sheikh Znkariveh 
and Seyvid Abdul Hussain to induce them to remain quiet, and also to Soulut-ed- 
Bowleh t«• enlist, his support. Telegrams announcing the reinstitution of the Consti¬ 
tution in Shims W'-re al>n t<. he sent to all jiarts of Persia. The first result of this 
meet in was the visit i< the Consulate on t.he fallowing morning of N1 • dti-nl- Islam, one 
of the more civilized members i.f the popular party. Having requested Mr. Bill to 
make ii .tes of what he said, he made the following statement: The movement had been 
going "ii fl>r some time, hut had lujen delayed by the necessity of obtaining unanimity 
by negotiation with the Ivawaiftis, &c. All parties were now agreed on the object of the 
movement. whieh was the attainment of the national rights as provided in the 
Constitution to which the Shah had sworn. The leaders wore all “democratic 
reform is" (these word* in Knglisli, and precise meaning to Moin-ul-Islam probably very 
doubtful); tail all <»t hers, including the (Jovernor-t Jenerul, had now come in. At the 
meelii : le-ld on tin- 2 1th it was agreed that fifty persons should be chosen, including .ill 
nieuihei*. of the former loeal Assembly, to meet in the building which was formerly 
made over to lie* use of the local Assembly, on the afternoon of the 2Rh. It was to Ik: 
opened by the Governor-General, in conjunction with Mirza Ibrahim. The object of id 1 
parties v. s to conciliate the good-will of foreign Powers, especially the two neigh¬ 
bouring Powers, and of these especially (Jre.it Britain, as a Parliamentary country. 
The last phrase was evidently very carefully comprised. After delivering himself of the 
above unexceptionable sentiments Moin-ul-Islam became much more confidential. Me 
explained that the reformers had only succeeded iti bringing round the Kawamis ami 
other pel ".ns of rank by arranging for Sheikh ZakariyeVs expedition in concert with 
the l.ari Seyvid ; and that while clerical co-operation was essential at the outset, they 
hoped .<."ii t<> he able (<• dispense with it " and govern in a civilized way.” He added 
that they propose l to form Committee.-- as follows: for revenue, public order, justice, 
and political. He was not victims to the fund ions of the last. 

I i.t' iinnately this programme has not made much progress. The fifty members 
duly met as proposed, hut not under the presidency of the Governor-!Jeneraf. On tho 
‘Jill, tin latter telegr.iplnd to the Grand Vizier ill apologetic terms, |o the effect that a 
meeting of all the principal persons of Shiraz had decided to establish a local Assembly, 
and he helpless, To ibis no direct reply seems to have been sent, hut oil the 2fitb 
a telegram arrived from the tlrand Vizier to the Governor-General, Kuwain-ul-MuIk, 
Nazir nl MulU. and others of the . ability, assuring them that all would h, well, and 
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(rf.) Nazr-ecl-Douleli to lx: entrusted with the Ispahan road, and to oe maintained 
u charge of the Khamsa tribes. 

(r.) Pending an arrangement with Soulat-ed-Douleh the Bushiro road to bo 
patrolled as lar as Kazerun by fifty men, having their head-quarters at Khaueh 
Ziman. 



The Committees, though much discussed, have not yet lieen elected. 

Asef-ed-Douleli visited the AssenSldy, and made a long speech to the effect that he 
had been with them in heart all along. At this same meeting appeared a deputation 
Irom an organization of malcontents, headed by the son of the Hessian chief merchant 
(a Hessian subject), who complained that as no regular elections had been held tho 
proceedings were void. A somewhat lively dialogue ensued between the Russian and 
Asel-ed-Douleh- When asked how these matters concerned a foreign subject, he 
claimed to ho a Persian, but when asked to put. this declaration in writing lie refused 
point blank. 

Altogether trie most important events were those which took place outside the 
f outicil chamber. It appears that in spite of apparent unanimity the Shimzis are as 
hopelessly divided as ever; and there seems to he areal danger that the ultimate 
ivsult of these divisions may he that Sheikh Zakariyeh, who has been invited by tho 
extreme (Vmstitutioiialists, may come to Shiraz unopposed merely because, though all 
hate and fear him, they cannot bring themselves to trust one another sufficiently to 
unit*- m resisting him by force. '1 lie accounts received of Ins proceedings exhibit him 
ns a mere savage. He destroyed the Jewish quarter at Dumb (this is confirmed by the 
reports of refugees who have arrived thence), lie is said to have burnt two Babis alive at 
Nmz and to have caused the Sheikh-ul-Islam of that place to In* led round the bazaars 
with a bit m his mouth for refusing to acknowledge the Seyvid (the Knrguzur is the 
soum* of this report, hut it is not confirmed). As a consequence the Jews are panic- 
stricken and all classes are alarmed; prices have also risen considerably, and sugar 
especially to the almost prohibitive price of 9 krans a maund. On the 29th the 
I ostmaster visited the Consulate and, after making the usual inquiry as to the prospects 
of intervention, asked whether, in the event of Sheikh Zakariyeh’s coming to Shiraz, 
Ills Majesty’s Consul Would accept the deposit of a box containing 3,000/. in stamps.' 
He was told that his request would lie referred to ITis Majesty’s Legation if the 
Sheikh’s arrival liecame at all imminent. There cun be very little question that if the 
Sheikh docs come, and the Soulat-ed-Douleh does not, the situation for all classes, 
including even foreigners, will become very serious. The last news is that Nasr-ed- 
Douleli is to Ik- sent out with a force, ostensibly to preserve order, and if necessary to 
enforce the instructions of the Assembly to the Sheikh to return home; lmt there is 
1,0 directing mind in Shiraz, and it is quite possible that to morrow's arrangements 
may ho quite different. To understand the situation it is necessary to remember that 
the Laris are exceedingly backward and, from all accounts, care no more for the 
Assembly than for the Autocracy; what they are out for is tho blood of the Kawami 
brothers; and though the latter have temporarily cut the ground from under their feet, 
no one -eriously believes that they will he content with what they must believe to bo 
a transparent subterfuge. . Tho best thing for Shiraz now would seem to he the arrival 
°f Nmlat-ed-l)ouleh to keen the peace, however roughly. Me seems, however, 
'b'teriiiinod t * * keep aloof, well knowing that neither side can afl'ord to quarrel with 
him. 

Writing oil the 3rd April Mr. Bill described the situation as very bud. The Shah's 
authority was dead, at any into temporarily, and there was no faith in the Assembly, 
His visitors all asked him what was to 1 m* the end, and several asked point blank how 
Dug the British (Jovernment was going to stand the present condition of its trade and 
(M.-iims. Shiraz lining in many ways a commercial adjunct of Bombay, Shirazi 
merchants are t boro uglily conversant with Knglish methods, and many have visited 
India. 1 hey naturally contrast their present financial position and prospects with 
tlios • they would enjoy under the British flag. Tho same is true of the landowners. 

-• I he condition <»f the roads D very had indeed. Posts are frequently robbed on 
•th the Ispahan and Bushin- roads. On the 28th March a postal waggon in which 
Mr. Linton, of the Church Missionary Society, was travelling was robbed ie ar Dehhid. 

I tis robbery is important, as the Governor had sent a strong telegram through His 
Majesty’s Consulate to Dehhid, directing that a strong guard should he supplied, and 
then* were present on the road no less than three parties sent out to inquire into 
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Mr. Gentleman's robliery, £to that the bankruptcy of the local authority may fairly be 
said to be demonstrated The whole road almost up to Ispahan itself seems to be at 
the mercy of bands of robber tribesmen who either attack passing caravans or plunder 
the villages near tlio road. In one case a caravan oi pilgrims was attacked, hut the 
pilgrims, being numerous and armed, were able to beat oil the attack with a loss to 
the attackers of two men killed. 


Persian Gulf. 

Ilu.shire. 

1. The general situation here forms the subject «f a separate despatch. 

2. Mr. Pearson, of the Carnegie Institution, Washington, arrived on the 11th 
March, and was given the necessary facilities by the Residency for carrying out Iris 
magnetic observations. 

Bunder Abbas. 

1. The new British Consulate buildings have now been completed. Major Co* 
inspected them during his visit in February. 

Linyah. 

1. Mr. Blown, of the German firm Itoliert Wonckhaus, left on the 28th 
February for 11 subay. and it is said that he has gone to Germany in compliance 
with telegraphic instructions from his principals. 

2. Mr. Pearson, of the Carnegie Institution, Washington, arrived on the 2nd 
March. At his reouest la- was allowed to use a garden belonging to the Residency 
Agent for taking observations, and has marked the place, with a pillar for future use. 

3. betters, Ac., received by Persian post at Lingub on the 5tb March from Lar did 
not bear the usual | ..stage .,lamps. It appears that Seyyid Hussain, bari, bad taken 
away from tin' postmaster at bar tbe Government postal seal and substituted one 
bearing tbe words •• Nationalist I’ost-ollice l.aristan," and directed him not to use the 
usual postage stamps, but to allix tbe new seal and recover tbe postage due in easb and 
pay it to him. lb- also asked (lie postmaster at Lingali not to charge anything to tbe 
addressees of letters Ihr stamps. This, however, tbe postmaster refused to do, and 

.. aisled double postage from the addressee*, but was eventually persuaded to accept 

the usual (single) rate of postage. 

Mobammerah. 

1. Allairs at Dizfnl and Sinister are reported to be worse, and the road between 
the two towns is interrupted by robhera. 

2. Sirdar A -sad. Rukhtiurl, who recently arrived from Europe, left Mobammerah 
for Ispahan on the 25th March. 

(Signed) C. 11. STOKKS, Major. 

Military Attache. 
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(No. S<>.) 
Sir, 

S1N< 

present 


No. 31)3. 

(!, Barclay to Air Edward (hey.—(Received May 10.) 


Tehran, April 22, 1909. 

writing mv despatch No. Ho of the 24th ultimo I have during the 

.. ..th forwarded to you the various telegraphic reports which have reached 

me from His Majesty's Consul-General at llushire in regal'd to the development ol the 
situation at tluit place consentient on the action of certain Nationalists and more 
especially that of Sovod Mortozn Ahreiui in taking over the conduct of the local 
Government, 

The attitude of Seycd Morteza has, indeed, been the determining feature of the 
movement. It is evident that without his initiative and the considerable force of 
ritlemeti of which he has been able to dispose it would not have been possible for the 
Nationalist party SO easily te overthrow the Shah's authority, hut, though the Seycd 
at the beginning professed his ulleginuco to the Nationalist cause with much vehemence, 
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j t has become increasingly clear that he has throughout been actuated rather by a desire 
j;.. personal gain than by any more disinterested motives. The force which he 
introduced into the town is composed of tribesmen of the immediate hinterland of 
whirii tiie Seved is also a native, and the troubles which have taken place under the 
Sw.-d's regime have been entirely due to their lawlessness. The looting of it [Rirtiqy 
0 t'the bazaar on tile 7th instant by these men and the serious danger of further 
execs** necessitated the landing of a force from His Majesty’s ship “ Fox,” which had 
recently been ordered to liuslure. Besides having u most salutary ell'ect upon the 
isi'Veds riflemen, the landing of the force has gone far to allay the growing nervousness 
0 f'the foreign Consuls and tints has forestalled an appeal by them to their Governments 
Ihr protection* 

Public order lias been fairly well maintained, but the continued presence of the 
riflemen, whom the Seved refuses to remove, keeps the population in a constant state 
of alarm. Tile Nationalists are now unanimous in repudiating the Seved. hut they are 
unable to expel him from the town, as they wish to do, without assistance. With 
regard to the ipiestion of the customs revenue, the Seyed, after agreeing to the 
arrangement by which, after subtraction of a certain sum for current Nationalist 
expenses, the balance should he held in trust by three “trustworthy" Persian 
merchants, succeeded in undermining the honesty of these three persons and 
appropriated all the money on deposit. In all he has had from the customs 
20,OtIO tomans. 

The present position is that, pending the conclusion of an entirely satisfactory 
arrangement with the responsible Nationalist lenders, the receipts are to lx* retained 
oi. 'lie customs premises in the possession ol’ the Belgian olHeials, and I have authorised 
Major < 'ox to use the presence of the bluejackets at the custom-house in order to prevent 
til'- Seved from making any further seizure. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 
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No. 399. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 

(No. 87.) 

Sir, 

MY Russian colleague and I, necomj 


Tehran, April 22, 1909. 

.. _ . . __ 1 by our dragomans, were received in 

audience by the. Shall this morning, when i read to His Majesty the statement of which 
1 have tile honour to inclose a copy herewith. 

His Majesty, who listened with attention to the translation which Mr. Churchill 
read out to him—even asking for a passage which he failed at iirst to grasp to he read 
over again—replied in the following terms:— 

“ It, is evident, that Great Britain and Russia, as friendly and neighbouring Powers, 
are keenly interested in the prosperity of Persia. I have therefore received the repl'e- 
s-i,t .lions which have now been made to me with much satisfaction, and I shall, after 
consultation, communicate my reply through my Minister for Foreign Affairs." 

1 asked when wo might oxpepfc to receive His Majesty’s reply, to which the Shah 
replied that it would lie given very soon. 

We then withdrew. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inelosuro in No. 399. 

Note read (in translation) to Shah of Persia. 

IT is now nearly four months since the Representatives of Ilis Britannic Majesty 
cad of His Imperial Majesty the Czar last advised your Majesty jointly to fulfil the 
pledges so repeatedly given to your people and to the two Representatives to re-establish 
Constitutional government in Persia. 
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Unfortunately for your Ma jesty and for your unhappy country—unfortunately, too 
for the interests of Great Britain and Russia your Majesty lias persisted in violating 
these pledges, and in following the advice of evil counsellors rather than the wix? 
counsels of the two n^ghbouring and friendly Powers, with the result that the situation 
has gone from had to worse,'and that it is now difficult to point to any part of tl 10 
country, except the capital, where the Central Government has any authority. Not 
only are !he principal towns in revolt against the present reactionary system, but the 
general condition of anarchy has spread so as to he well-nigh irreparable--a state 
of things not only disastrous for your Majesty and your subjects, hut also fraught with 
great injury to the nationals of the two neiglil>ouriiig Powers. 

Had your Majesty followed the friendly advice of the two neighbouring Powers 
four months ago the state* of Persia would have lieen very differ® from the deplorable 
condition of affairs existing to-day, which has become a i>yeword amongst the civilized 
nations of the world. Iiad your Majesty fulfilled your pledges four months ago a 
reconciliation between your Majesty and your Majesty’s people would have ensiled 
immediately, and then* is no reason to doubt that in a short space of time the united 
••llorts ,,| your Majesty and of a Constitutional Government would have brought about 
n notable improvement in the general condition of the country. Your Majesty's 
persistent failure to fulfil your pledges has produced a situation where the restoration 
ol Old. I will be a task of extreme difficulty. Nevertheless, the two Representatives 
feel that there is no reason to despair provided that your Majesty loses no time in 
abandoning the present, deplorable methods of government, which, since the destruction 
of the .Mfdjhss last sumnn r, your Majesty has been following under the advice of mon 
who havi proved themselves the enemies of their country. But if your Majesty delays 
further the fulfilment of your pledges, then, indeed, there will l>o no hope of your 
Majesty s succeeding in arresting the growing anarchy. 

It is in this conviction that the two friendly and neighbouring Powers, whose solo 
desire IS to see Persia emerge from the present deplorable crisis an independent, well- 
gfoerned, and jirosjHTous nation, after careful consideration of the situation in all its 
•carings, have instructed their Repivscntutivcs to seek a joint audience of your Majesty, 
and to make to vour Majesty the following recommendations. In making the 
coinmiimcation which follows, the two Representatives are instructed by their t\vo 
Government^ to declare categorically to your Majesty that, if your Majesty does not 
accept III aII Its_ details the programme now_ recommended by the two Powers, the two 
oueis will desist from giving advice, and will leave your Majesty to your own resources, 
and y-'iir Majesty w ill no longer ho able to count on any support from them or their 
agents. 

Pi'inl I. Mushir-es-Sultaiieh and Amir Bahadur Jang to he removed from their 
othc'cs. Amir Bahadur thing to ho removed not only from the Cabinet, but also from 
any office in the Palace. 

Point 2. After the introduction of the following reforms, the Slmh to re-establish a 
Uoiist il wtlonal regime. 

Point ... I he appoiniment of a Cabinet composed of persons worthy of confidence, 
and lh. addition, without delay, to the (yuncil of the Kmpire of enlightened persons 
belonging to dilleivnt parties. I he( 'oiiueil to elaborate and promulgate a new Electoral 
Paw. III he Shall chooses people lor the Cabinet or Council uof inspiring confidence, no 
money advances will he made to Persia. 

I I- 11'»* iimnrrli:,it- Pruclumutiun»»!* a General Amnesty to cover ill! tlioso who 
U|i ai'liiN against l lie* Shah and win. have Committeil | ml it had ollbnces, Inn to 

i*.\chidi ■ t la is., who liuw oiminiittod nlli'iua s against the c..on law. As ragnitla tlioso 

lati.T and dowin. havo onmmittod a.-ts of lingiimliign, gimmnteos to be given liv tlfe 
I orsian I .'tvoimnonl that tlmv shall havo all impart ini trial. 

.1. A dato n. Ihi iminndiatolv njod for tin.' olootiolls and for tin. convocation 
n! tin- tssondilv. I lioso dates to Ik; made known without delay to the whole country. 

I ..ini it. As soon as . ..nstmw euuni. i iled in |mnigmj>l>8 I t,. f, have lieen taken 

by III.' •''noli, the liussmn (Invermnent limy, if it thinks necessary, make an advance to 
the I • im in (.ov.-rnincnt lor the urgent expenses necessitated by the introduction "f 
r.'lorin . ..I I'lb,"(in/. I'lie lintisli (lovernineiit will, if it considers'it necessary, make a 
similar idta'a-e Jo the Persian < iovernment, as soon as the elected Assemble has adopted 

this mlv .nee II u is a.-wards found nee. ssitiy to facilitate a larger loan to lVisia 

,h ! s . . " ul .v he elli'cted under certain gnamii'te. s, which will form the object of A 

mi ase pient e.vehange ol views between the two Governments and the Persian 
(biveiiiin.nl, 
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Animated by the sincere desire to assist Persia in the crisis of extreme gravity 
through which she is now passing, the Cabinets of Loudon and St. Petersburg!! have 
agreed on this programme of friendly advice to he given to the Shah, and the two 
Governments believe that the execution of the programme in question, is the only means 
for Persia of escaping from her present almost inextricable situation. 


[17674] No. 400. 

Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Man 10.1 
(N T o. 8.) ' 

liatoum, April 25, 1909. 

I IIA\ E the honour to report that two compound battalions of the 1st Caucasian 
RiOe brigade, one galling gun company, and a battery ol' artillery entrained yesterday 
a; I il!i> in three echelons for Julia mi the Persian frontier, from whence the troops 
havo orders to proceed, by forced marches, to Tabroez. 

It,'lore leaving Tiflis the detachments referred to were inspected by General 
Sliatdov, 2nd in command of the Army of the Caucasus, and attended a Te Dean 
service during which the men were sprinkled with Holy water. 

After the Church service, General Shatilov, who paraded the force, wished the men 
God speed and congratulated them on their good fortune in being selected to lake part 
ill an expedition outside the limits of the Kmpire. The words spoken by the General 
evoked ilire., eheers from the troops for Ills Imperial Majesty, for the Russian army, 
mid for the General. This concluded the proceedings, the three detachments being then 
marched to the railway station. It is reported the expeditionary force is to he joiued 
liv two or three sotnias of Cossaeks at Russian Julia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. STEVENS. 


No. 101. 

Sir A. A iicolson to Sir Edward Grei/.—(Received M<IIJ ]().) 

[Extends Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 28", of April 80.] 

Si. Petersburg!!, Man 1, 1009. 

I CALLED on M. Tclmrykoir yes ton lay afternoon unci explained to him what had 
iRKsed between M. Isvolsky and myself in regard to giving a guarantee to the Shah for 
Iin personal safety. 1 le.il with M. TcharykotV a Memorandum of which I have the 
h 'lieur to inclose a copy. M. Teharykoll said that lie would telegraph to M. SabHlie 
in the sense of the Memorandum, and he considered that if the guarantee of the 
11 ‘"ire indicated were given to the Shah it would remove the las”objection of His 
Majesty to accepting the advice proffered to him by the two Governments. 1 said that 
1 trusted that this might he the case, though the desire of the Shah to appoint the 
N uh-es-Sultuneh as Grand Vizier was not of very good augury. M. Tclmrykoir replied 
dcit he thought that a great step hud been made by the Shah having relieved the 
ttrand Vizier and Amir Behadur Jaug of their offices. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


17589] 

(No. *277.) 
Sir. 


Iuclosuro in No. 101. 

Aide-memoire, 

I H12 question of giving a guarantee to the Slmh in the event of his acceding to 
tilt* programme of reforms proposed by the Governments of Russia and Groat Britain 
‘“ s formed the subject of conversations lietween his Kxcellency the Minister for 
I i igu Allairs and the Hritish Ambassador. 11 is Kxcellency the .\linister for Foreign 
Allans was of opinion that if a guarantee were to lx; given it should Ik* in writing and 
",'iied by the two Representatives at Tehran; hut 1m was desirous of ascertaining the 
v i"ws of the British Government on the subject. 

Hi- Majesty’s Kmbassy have the honour to state that, the British Government. 
[1049] 3 A 
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lmv.! no objection to giving a guarantee in writing as suggested, provided that the 
Representatives at Tehran see no disadvantage in such a course and provided that the 
assurances are strictly limited to those given verbally last December by the dragomans 
of the two Legations. 

Tho assurances were as follows :— 

•‘So long as His Majesty fulfills sincerely the role of Constitutional Sovereign, In- 
will have the” support and sympathy of the two Representatives of Russia and Great 
Britain, and tin- two Representatives will, in case of necessity and should he seek it, 
afford him protection for his person. I he two Representatives are, however, persuaded 
that the best guarantees against the danger foreseen by His Majesty would be the 

re-estahlisl.at of the Constitutional regime and his sincere co-operation for its good 

working.” 

St. Petersburg/!, April 17 (80), 1009. 


Sir A. Nicohbn In Sir Edward Grey.—[Received May 10.) 

[Extends Sir A. Nicolson's telegram No. 200 of April 00.] 

(No. 278.) 

gi ri SI. Rclmburyh, May 1, 1909. 

M. TOIIARYKt >I-’K informed me yesterday (lint (lie advance guard of the Russian 
forces hail arrived in the vicinity o! Tabivez, and had met with no dillieulties on the 
way. The iidvunee guard had rovered i30 versts (alamt S;> miles) in two days> which 
he thought was a very ereditablo perfonnnnee. Snltar Khali had shown a good 
disposition towards the I'oree, vvhieli had brought with them about i)00i. worth of 
Hour, wliieli would lie distributed gratis among the poorer population, or at very 
moderate prices among the betler-to-do. 

M. 'I'eharykolT added that, now that the hostilities had ceased between the two 
contending parties, the Russian Government had instructed their Charge d’AIIairefi at 
Tehran to arrange tlatl a Russian allied- should he dispatched to take command of tile 
I’ersiau Cossacks who wen- willi Ain-ed-ltpwleh. When the terms to In- concluded 
between the town and the Shah's forces had been arranged, it would be well that some 
trustworthy force should enter Tubreez to prevent any pillaging on'the part of tilt- 
troops, and the only men who could Is- relied upon for the purpose were the Cossacks. 
It was necessary that they should have one of tho Russian officers over them when 
employed in maintaining order. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. NICUI-SON. 


Sir A. Xicnlstm to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received May 10.) 

(No. 283.) 

Sir, St. Pctersburgh , May 3, 1909. 

SIR G. RAIMT.AY was good enough to repent to me his telegram No. 360 
regarding tin- dismissal of tie- Snad-ed-Dowleh, and the opinion of himself and of 
M. Saldino that it would he well if they were to inform the Shah that the two Bowers 
considered that he had rejected their advice. I thought that it would he of interest 
to von to know the views of the Russian Government on the subject, and I therefore 
addressed a private letter to M. Teharvkow giving the substance of Sir G. 1 111 relay’s 
telegram, and asking what was his opinion. I have the honour to transmit copy of the 
reply which he has sent to me. 


1 have, Ac. 

Signed) A. NICOLSON. 
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Inclosure in No. 403. 

M. Tcharykow to Sir A. Xicolson. 

Dear Sir Arthur, St. Pctersbtirgh, April 19 (May 2), 1909. 

1 HA VK received from Sablinc a telegram in the same sense as you from Barclay. 
We arc of opinion that a Cabinet without the Saad-cd-Dovvlch and Xusr-ul-Mulk will 
lie unable to undertake the reforms which our Governments advise. Having to-morrow 
an audience, I intend asking His Majesty the Emperor to allow me to telegraph to 
Saldino that unless the Slmh agrees to accept the two above-named personages, ho 
should he told that the two Bowers will consider that he has rejected their advice. 

1 have no objection to your informing Sir E. Grey of the contents of this letter. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) M. TCHARYKOW. 


Sir A Xicolson lo Sir Edward Grey. —(Received Mag 10.) 

(No. 2S7.) 

gir, St. Petersburgli, May 5, 1909. 

1 TOLD M. Tcharykow this afternoon that Mr. Wratislaw had telegraphed that 
reports from the Royalist camp near Tabree/. spoke of the occupation of Uramia and 
Suitjboitlak by the Turkish forces, hut, that tin- information which Sir G. I In relay had 
derived from the Turkish Charge d'Alfaires at Tehran seemed, according to the 
statements of tlie latter, to indicate that the Turks were merely sending some guards 
to protect their Consulates. 

M. Tcharykow said that he had just received information, from a confidential but 
trustworthy source at Erzeromn, to the died that 120 men from each of tho three 
battalions in that place had been ordered to proceed to protect “ the Consulate.'' No 
information had been given as to which Consulate reference was made. Inti he presumed 
that Uramia was meant. He was uneasy in regard to u possible Turkish occupation of 
Uremia, and he trusted that Mis Majesty’s Government would support the Russian 
Government incase tho latter might think it necessary lo make any representations at 
Constaritinopltl on the subject. 

lie also was of opinion that the two Governments should oiler tlioir mediation in 
tfispect to tho delimitation of the Tureo-lVrsmn frontier. 1 said that I presumed that 
he did not wish that tho suggestion should lie made at once, lie replied that it would 
he well that the Coinuiissioii should make one more endeavour to arrive at a settlement, 
and that if failure were to ensue, which was mure than probable, the two Rowers might 
then otter their services. 

I have, Ac. 

(Sioned) A. NICOLSON. 


1 17756] 


No. 405. 


Sir G. Harriot/, to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 


No. 378.) 

(Telegraphic.) B. 

SHAH and constitution. 


Tehran, May 10, 1909. 


The Shah has to-day issued a rescript ordering that, "in pursuance of the 
fundamental law (constitution) without any alteration," a number of learned 
constitutionalists, trusted by the Government and people, he added to the council and 
immediately draft an electoral law. The elections will be commenced^ immediately 
after the promulgation of this law, which will he made without delay. The National 
Assembly will be opened in the same place as formerly when two-thirds of the deputies 
are ready to take their seats. 

The Shall has adopted our suggestions, and the Cabinet, wo think, is as 
satisfactory as circumstances permit. Saud-ed-Dowleh will hold the position of Prime 
Minister until tho return of Nasr-ul-ilulk. 











A general amnesty for political offences, with licence for exiles to return, has been 
proclaimed in a separate? decree. 

Our consuls at the various centres of revolt are being instructed to point out to 
the Nationalists that it is now their duty to do everything in their power to secure a 
reconciliation between the Popular party and the Shah. 


[15056] No. 40G. 

Sir Edward Grey lo Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 001.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , May 10, 1900. 

ADVANCE t<» the Persian Government. 

Have you anv information lieynnd that contained in your telegram No. 221 of the 
•Jlst ultimo ? In order that the two Powers should appear to act together in the question 
of the? advance, if their advice; is accepted by the Shah, it is important that some 
arrangement should 1 m* arrived at on the subject. 


[ 17154 ! No. 407. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 28a.) 

(Telegraphic.;) P. Foreign Office , May 10, 1909. 

PR()TE(’TI()N of Bahreinis. 

IN reply to your telegram No. 240 of the 8th ultimo, the communication to the 
Persian Government can he worded as you think liest, blit ilis Majesty’s Government 
cannot, allow tie* Persian Government to exercise sovereignty over the inhabitants of 
Bahrein, and they will continue to act in accordance with this principle. 


[ 17349 ] No. 408. 

Sir Edward Gmj to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 28(h) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 10, 1909. 

A NGLO-KIJSSI AN representations to the Shah. 

Keterehco is to your telegram No. 872 of the 7th instant. 

If (he Nationalists are not now satisfied with the tardy surrender of the Shah we 
cannot he responsible in any way. 

In such a ease your attitude should U* one of strict neutrality, and any action 
which might be interpreted as intervention should he avoided. 

The instructions sent on the 25th December, 1907, to Mr. Marling may be takeu 
as holding good, in the event of the Slmh taking refuge at the Legation. 


[175271 No. 409. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , May 10, 1909. 

AC TION of German Consul at Bushitv. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 874 of the 8th instant. 

No further action will he taken by 11 is Majesty’s Government at Berlin for the 
present in view of lack of any definite proof of the German Consul's interference, and of 
iiis denial of the action attributed to him. 
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^ Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey .—{Received May 10.) 

('^'lesraphie.) P. St. Petersburg^ May 10, 1909. 

PERSIA. 

My telegram No. 242 of the 8th May. 

I am informed by M. Tcharykow that the Russian Government have decided that 
a certain number of Cossacks shall bo kept in readiness at Baku, so that they may, if 
necessary, be despatched to protect the Resht-Tehran road. M. Tcharykow adds, 
however, that he hopes that it will not be necessary to despatch this detachment now 
that negotiations with the Slmh have taken a satisfactory turn. 
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17760] 


No. 411*. 


Admiralty to Rnreit/n Office.—{Received May 11.) 

Confidential.) Admiralty, May 10, 1909. 

WITH reference to Admiralty letter off the .1.4th April and to s|^|iGnl eorre- 
|.iiiidene.e, I am commanded hy mr Lords Commissioners ol the Admiralty to iransmil 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for !'■-r.-i-n Affair-*, <1. cypher of 
i telegram from the coinmander-in-ehiof on the East Indies station respecting the 
relief'of the crew of His Majesty's ship " Fox.” at present landed at IWhire lor 
the protection of the lives and property of Europeans. 

My Lords consider that, for the reasons given hv the eommniflflsr-in-chief, the 

situation (loos not appear to require the pn sotw-i ol a naval fort. -h- re, and desire 

hi to express tin- hope that it may lie found possible lo make otlitir af'i-angorm-nls lor 
the provision of such guard.' a may now he nece-san at Hu hire, in order tlcit the. 
-lew of the, " Fox.” who have heen ashore lor a month, may return to lln-ir '.ip.is 
•non as possible. 

I am, «c. 

W. (I It A HAM CliKKXK 


Inclosure in No. •! 11 *. 

Co in in a a der- in-( 'll ief. Rust Indies, la Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) liamhay, May 7, 1909. 

KF.FF.lilMNC to my telegram No IS, though it was at first essential that 'nine 
if tin erew of the " Fox" should he landed, and though Kashin- must .till he 
pr<itected hy means of an effective guard on shore, vet that such guard should continue 
to In- composed of men from Hi- Majesty's navv is not proper; it militates against 
our powers of dealing with contingencies elsewhere in the (lull, as it means the 
withdrawal of an important portion ol our clleistivc force. 

I wish to point out that then- is tit dusk an additional native guard which ts now 
i needed there, and I am strongly of opinion that this guard should replace the pails 
landed from the " Fox." < thjeelion . are raised hy the Minister at I *-hran to replacing 
our bluejackets hv soldiers, hut as Tuhreez i, now in the occupation of the hnssiiuis it 
i-enis lo me that the previous situation is thus altered. 


[1049] 


:i 11* 
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[17781] 


No. 410. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 

Sir' ”^ Si. Petersburgli, May 7, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the “ Novoe Vremya ” had a leading article in 
In-dav’s edition on tlie attempts, as it styli's it, ol a certain section of the English press 
in frighten the politic with fears of Russia’s interested motives in sending her troops 
into Persia. “ Russia,” says the article, “ in thus sending her troops does not in the 
slightest degree interfere in the internal afl'airs of Persia. She takes sides with neither 
of "the contending; parties. The Russian troops are protecting only the lives and 
property of Russians and foreigners at Tabreez, and they will remain there until the 
restoration of order and until it is possible to carry on business Ireely. \\e desire only 
m suppress the anarchy which threatens that portion ol our territory whicltis contiguous 
with Persia and also our subjects in that country. The question of the final estabhsh- 
nicnt :<$E this or that form of government in Persia is not our business, and concerns 
oiflv the Persians themselves.” 

The article goes on to say that the section of the English press m quest ton is 
tn ing to make use of the Persian incident to damage the Anglo-Russian understanding. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


[17786] No. 4ll. 

Sir A. Herbert to *ir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 

:J4,) Clnistiani', May 4, 1909. 

THE Russian Charge d'AITaires, who is of Armenian descent,- speaking to me 
i,l h nit a week ago about aSlalPE in Persia dropped a hint that the Russian occupation ol 
Tabreey. might prove of longer duration than had been anticipated, god might even 
extend to the permanent occupation of the Province ol Azerbaijani. . . 

As I considered that this was merely the expression of a personal opinion, l ilxl 
not pay much attention to the remark, but, in the telegram sections receiv'd by >ag 
to-dav,a telegram from Tabreez, dated the’ 21th ultimo, repeated under Sir Ilarelas ^ 
No. :il7, savs: “ Fanatics among Nationalists believe proposed opening olI road is a 
pretext lor'a puriiiaiient Russian occupation,” and therefore the opinion ol a certain 
section of the population of Tabreez would seem to have lound an echo here. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR RLRIVERI. 


[17897] 


No. 412. 


Tehran, May II, 190!'. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 11.) 

(No. 37-.I.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

SllAll and nationalists. .. . . 

I presume that the instructions contained in your telegram No. 23G do not piecl 
such action as that indicated in my telegram No. 378, last paragraph. 

Now that we have given the assurances to the Shall, It appears to me that some 
such steps are incumbent on the two representatives. . . ... 

I consider il inv dutv to use what moral suasion 1 can m the interests ol reconcilia¬ 
tion until the nationalists have definitely made known their relusal "I the Shall s 
concessions. 

' ^ \Vh on '/'dispatched mv telegram No. :s“2 1 feared that my Russian colleague might 
feel warranted, in the event of the Shah's complete acceptance ol our 
Using to the nationalists the threat of active intervention bv Russia should they t 
content with what the Shah had granted. . tl.lu 

If he were furnished with instructions similar to those you have now sent me, this 
<laiu*vr would hr ilvo'uKmI. 









[ 17835 ] 


No. 113. 


sir G. Unrchiy to Sir Minirtl Urn/.—(Rcceiml Man 11.) 

(No, 380.) ' J ' 

(TOcfimoliic.) P. Tehran, May 11, 1009. 

SI I UA I ION at Hushire. 

Yesterday the Darya Beggi met with a cordial reception on his arrival. 
(Confidential.) 

I should prefer that in any case the bluejackets may not yet lx; withdrawn, as their 
departure might well Is: made to synchronise with that of Russian troops from the north 
of Persia, and their presence at Bushire is certain to have a quieting ellect on Itoth Shah 
and nationalists. 


[17865] No. 414 

Sir (i. [itinlny III Sir Edward Uren.—(Rcceired Mini 1 I.) 

(Xo. 381.) 

(lelegraphic ) p. Tehran, May 11, l!)(m 

I A BUM',/ situation. 

I have received the following tujSgigm, Xo. IIS of vesterdav, from His Majesty's 
consul-general at'I a hreez : — * J 

■ A Russian sentry on guard on the roof of a house near the Russian cousulate- 
oenei.d was severely wounded in the arm. .Shots were lired from a neighlsmriug house 
hut it is not known by whom, 

- The Russian general is much incensed by this outrage, hut I hope the more 
moderate attitude of Knssian consul-general will prevent hini from taking the striimeut 
measures of which he talks. 0 

" Tin; Shull's pi-oclamutiori has caused great delight among the nationalists here hut 
the question of guarantee' is not lost sight of.” 


I17910J No. 110. 

Sir Edward Urey lo Sir U. Iltirclaij. 

{Kit. 33S,) 

( I olographic.) P. Foieign Office, May 11, lilt)!). 

M'.W Persian Ministry. 

I'livale information has reached me of the refusal of Xasr-ul-Mulk to return for 
the present to Tehran from Paris.. lie buses his refusal on the ground of his son’s 
illness I, 111 the real reason is lus unfortunate lack of courage; he fears fur his personal 
>alt.*iy il hr ruturm <1, fur ho dues not hehovo in the Shah's sincerity. 


117970, No. 4Hi. 

I/IWMW. EUinycr and Co. to Foreign Office.—{Received May 13.) 

,sir ' ......... , 2S, Oxford Street, Manehster, May 11, |fi|)j). 

, I I tvlerence to the Ormuz. ( oncessioij of the Mouintiijjar, we regret lo inform 
yon that this gentleman now informs us, under date the 31th ultimo, that his mining 
operations "I the oxide on the island were stopped by carabineers who had been placed 
on the island, and that consequently he cannot lie ladd responsible for anv failure on 
Ins part lo carry pill the terms or his contract. Since we last wrote vim we have 
entered „i." negotiations for the sale of a large parcel, and if this result's in business 
we shall probably require to ship from I »nnnz in duly. We cannot at present state 
the quantity that we shall ship, as this will depend upon the position of the freight 
market ; hut we may mention that the last cargo we brought home by the steamer 
Anehendale was over (,,imi) tons, and it is highly desirable that the Mouintiijjar 
” 1 now lie allowed lo continue his milting operations unmolested, so that lie can 

mine a sill ICICI,t quantity of oxide to provide a full cargo for a steamer .should it he 
needed. We shall therefore he much obliged if you will now ask the British Minister 


.-Uliiunilhf to b'ornijn Uffir- (l\- rived Mn;/ 1 ‘J.) 

(('oulidcntinl.) 

Sir, Idwirultji. \fny II. I'.lOik 

WITH releo litV t» Adiniiallv 1i-11<*i‘ ut »:■ lOtli in.-imt, I am euinm.imled l*y n 
I .unis Commissioner * <1 lit- A«liuii;ilty ' irunsrml. fur tin- ml'oier.ilmu nl tin Scrota 
nl Statu fur l*'«in igu Affair- «*y[»lt*-r <il i l«*l* ‘Tam. dated today, Iruin tin- commander 

’n-ehicl. Kast indies 

l ;..h, be. 

r I. THOMAS. 


luelosure in N II 'i 1 

(’ •rin!>tind<-r-itiichirt\ l\<u h\di'"., to .{dnmnlhj 

Telegraphic.) Handout, May 11, lOOl) 

SKNIOI* naval ollierr in tin Hull telegraphed t- follow*: - 

" I hear from political resident at Ihishire that, as tin- local inuHalt lias threatened 
i v one who consents to pay custom*, there i.«, a probability of foreigners sulTering 
arm ; also I have since learned that there are mure dissensions amongst tin- chiefs in 
die neighbourhood, and that at sea their dhows are attacking each other.” 

In reply I have sent him orders to take steps tostop the local chiefs from disturbing 
li;e pence of the sea, and to consnil with the political resident as to the expediency of 
:i e chiefs being informed that hiicIi interference by any one will not be permitted by 
i. I have also told him fo furnish a report as regards the action of the mullah, and 
idso to stale whether he requires assistance. 

It is submitted that, if possible, approval be given i<> my reipiesl in telegram 
N-t. Ii7. observing that, in tin circumstances, the matter is urgent. 
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at Tehran lo take the necessary steps to have the carabineers removed from the island, 
so that the Mouintujjar may be allowed to continue the working of the mines 
undisturbed. We refer you to our separate letter upon this subject, and remain, Sir, 
faithfully yours, 

(Signed) ELLINOER and Co. 

I’.S.—We should be glad to hear from you on the subject with the least possible 


MeSSm Ullinger and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received Mag 12.) 

Sir, 2S. Oxford Street, Manchester, Mag li, 1009. 

WITH reference to our separate letter of date, we think it may interest you to 
have knowledge of some of the remarks which the Mouintujar makes in his letters to 
hand this mail regarding the present position in Tehran and Ormuz. 

Ile acknowledges our letter of the (Ith April, in which we advised him that His 
Majesty’s Government will protect the oxide, and that His Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran will take any s'eps that may be necessary. He regrets, however, that be is 
advised front Bunder Abbas that tile British Consul there has not taken sullicient 
measures, and, further, that although he asked the Legation three days earlier if they 
had received news from Bunder Abbas, be was only told that a telegram had been 
received from Blinder Abbas, and that the contents had been communicated to London, 
whence a reply was awaited. He states that he has not been informed of the contents 
of the telegram in question, but he thinks that the Consul has asked wlmt attitude he 
should take up, and how he should act. He supposes that the British Minister will 
have probably asked instructions from vou, because be understands that in pursuance 
of a Convention which exists between His Ma jesty's Covernmeut and that of Russia, 
I lis Majesty s Government does not desire to interfere ill Persia. Ho states that had 
lie not l)een assured at the commencement of the necessary protection, be would perhaps 
himself have taken other measures to safeguard his rights ; whilst relying upon our 
previous assurance-', be had instructed his people not to take anv action, and that the 
Consul would do whatever might be necessary. He writes that he would have tele¬ 
graphed us that the carabineers bad been placed on the island, and that they were 
preventing his men from working in the mines and mining the oxide, but lie thought 
we would have been informed of this fact by your good self, and that the Convention 
mentioned formed an insuperable obstacle to anv steps we might desire to take, lie 
himself seems to think that it is a good opportunity for llis Majesty’s Government to 
intervene for the protection of the oxide at Ormuz, and that this would have good 
results in future. He goes on to say that be will await the result of the steps taken by 
the Legation and the Consul at Bunder Abbas, and that if he is disappointed he will 
then take other steps, and will also know that these contracts serve no other purpose 
than lo tie his hands. 

lie is very disappointed that, in spite of the assurance given to him by the Minister 
at Tehran and by us at different times, if he made a contract with an Bnglish linn 
the oxide would lie effectually protected, these, hindrances have been allowed to 
ciiitinuo at Ormuz without anv steps having been taken by the Consul to put an end to 
them. 

With reference to the alxtve, we bug to point out that you did inform us that the 
mining operations were Rung interfered with, but we did not ask you at the time to 
take anv steps to stop this interference, reiving upon your assurances that this would be 
done when it became necessary. 

It appears to us that the time has now come when llis Majesty’s Government 
should take the necessary steps to see that the business can be carried oil unmolested, in 
view of the fact that the .Mouin has now notified us that he is restrained bv the presence 
"I the carabineers on the island from continuing bis mining operations, and cannot lor 
this reason curry out his contract, and that consequently We mav within the next few 
'"iiths lin'd ourselves face to face with the fact that Messrs. Andrew Weir & Co. wish 
t" ship from Ormuz a full cargo, which cannot lie supplied. 

We arc, &c. 

(Signed) KLLINGKR and Co. 
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[17913] No. 418. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grej.—(Received May 12.) 

(No. 382.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. Tehran, May 11, 1909. 

ATTITUDE o* Sipahdar. 

With reference to the? Iasi paragraph of iny telegram Xoi*3G9.of the Gth May, to 
my telegrams Nos. 372 of tin * 7th May ami 379 of the 10th May. Please sce also my 
private telegram of lo-tluy to Sir Charles llardinge. 

My Russian colleague writes me that he has brought to hear all his inlluenco on 
Sipahilar in vain, ami thinks it possible that he will now march on Tehran from his 
present quarters at Ka/.vin, as he professes dissatisfaction with the Shah’s concessions. 

I have no direct information as to the Sipahdar's attitude, but if my Russian 
colleague is right, a joint remonstrance from the* two legations would seem tonll'ord the 
best, chance 1 of bringing about a reconciliation. 


1179881 No. 4iu. 

Sit G. Hart lay to Sir Edu ard Grey.—(Received May 12.) 

(No.:.S*h) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 1.2, 1999. 

NASIM'L-Mn.K. 

for the moment we must await developments here. It is to be hoped that if the 
present crisis ends in reconciliation Xasr-ul-Mulk will pluck up courage and return 
of his own accord. If he does not do so, he might be induced to return by a 
guarantee for his personal safety from the two legations. 

Pending his return, Suud-cd-Do\vlch will act as Prime Minister. 

Reference is to your telegram Xo. 2MS. 


1180031 No. 420. 

Sti G. Barclay to Sir Edwad Grr .—(lieceind \iau 12.) 

(No. MSI.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 12,1909. 

NATIONALIST advance from Re-lit. 

First paragraph of my telegram No. 379 of the I Ith May. The matter is pressing. 


[18024 No. 421. 

Sir, (i. H i eta tn S r Edward Cift'y.- [Becivcd May 12.) 

(No. .‘IS’).) 

(Telegraphie.) P Tehran , May 12, 1909. 

NATO »X A LISTS and Shah*- eonees-ions. 

Mv Rn-siaii e*•lleague informs me that he ha- made a second communication t«» 
Sipahdar through a -eerctary of hi- legation now at Ka/.vin. pointing out that the Shah 
has granted all the demands of the Nationalists, and in-i-tiug on his checking the 
revolutionaries' advance, lie has added a warning to the effort that a good means of 
bringing him t>* reason lav in his extensive debts to the Russian bank. 

In Tehran dissatisfaction with tie Shah's concessions is growing. This is, jierhap.-, 
mtii'c die- i" a general Iceliug >.1 mistrust of the Shah than to certain point*. in the 
decrees which have provoked criticism. 

I have ii" new.- of elVert in tlm provinces of the Shah’s surrender, excepting from 
Tnbivcz and Kazvin. 
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[ 18021 ] No - 422 - 

Sir A. Nicolai)n to Sir Edward Grey.—(Hecciird May 12.) 

[Ilographic). P. . Sl - Peteraburgh, May 12. 1009. 

FINANCIAL iwsistrHBe for Persian Government, 

V.mr telegram No. G61, of the lOtli May, Russian Government, though willing to 
( ,„ l!tu lt with the British Legation, and to keep it informed as to the mode of ihsbtirse- 
of the Russian share of the ndvanee, do not wish that share to Is- placed to the 
j„ii,t account of the two Legations. I said that His Majesty's Government, ''hen the 
came for the British share of the advance to lie made, would have no objection to 
I ,, ir oliota heiTie put to it joint account. :iml l explained that our object was to impress 
the Persian Government that complete unison existed between the Russian and 
British Governments. I trusted, therefore, that the Prussian Government would hud 
i, possible to place their share to the joint acts,lint of the two Legations 1" tins 
\| TcharvkolV replied that the view of the Minister of Finance was that it was 
impossible' to place ton joint account money that had been advanced hv Russia ««« 

The alxive is the substance of what passed verbally to-day 1 .-tween me and .1. 
Tehurykoff, who then handed me a Memorandum, in which no mention is miule of a 
joint account. 

Tint following is the substance ot the Memorandum 

(I!) "The Russian Government have always considered ii necessary that the mode 
„r disbursement of advance to he made by two governments should lie controlled. 
Russian Government had therefore proposed in its Memorandum ..I 28tjl -March he 
institution of a special (Mmmission of Control. In view ot satisfactory turn which the 
«,,rk oI' reform is taking in Persia. Russian (lovi-nnuellt consider it of urgency that the 
s ,id ('oimuissiou slmt.hi he established. At the same time, whilst awaiting the conclusion 
,.f the discussions with British Government as regards Goimfossmn, and taking into 
,,-n-ideration the wishes expressed in the British Memorandum of gist April, Russian 
I loverument consider it j.pimrtunu tliilt half of lirst proposed ndvanee, m-., 50,090/.. 
should Ik* furnished bv England. . . . 

** In the event of British Government not feeling disposed to make tl.e advance 

siimiltaneouslv with advance of the other half by Russia, Russian Legal. will have ,o 

.. itself with the maimer in which Russian advance should lie employed, l-ussam 

1 I,mod d'Allaires will ..ivc iiistruetions to keep British Legation fully inloritled ot all 

measures' w hich he will lake in the matter. (End ot R.) 

It was in the British Memorandum of 21sl April that the proposal was put forward 
,h«t the Russian sl.are of tin- advance should lie paid to the joint account ol the two 

h"gaj)io"Sy ^ (w (<) 1>ou . tl „. (Aimmission of Control would he composed. M. 

TcharvkolV replied that it would consist of the Financial Adviser ami the Directors ,,i 

the Russian and English Banks. . ..i i ,.i 

1 expressed myself as very doubtful whether Ills Majesty* Government would ,.t 
the present momen't h- willing to ndvanee a sum of aU.UUO/ . and said that I tell preUv 
sure that their resolve to make no advance without the sanction ol the ... still 

\l Teharvkoll said that M. Snhlinc proposed to allot lim.nuO l-.mans to tin- pay¬ 
ment' oilhe arrears due to the Tehran troops, a further sum of KKi.nuo tomans to the 
1 ,,,V„„.„I of the troops with Aimed-1 lowleh, which would lm dislsinded alter payment, 
and a sum ofSO.'MtO tomans to the Ministry for Foreign Allans lliese sums 
M ■feharvkolf said, would make a total of 50,000/. II an additional sum ol eO.OOO/ 

..trihuted hv His Majesty's Government, il could l»- devoted to other purposes 

which were just as'urgeiit, and "part of it could I.- used to assist til carrying out the 

l ' 1 " 'irilevide.it that the Russian Government intend to limit their lirsl advance to 
an.. I , and have no intention of giving 100,000/., the sum mentioned nngmidly. 


[Ill 10] 








190 


[18022] No. 423. 

Sir A. Xicolson to Sir Eduard Orel).—(Received ban 124 
(No. 250.) ' 

(Te 'T\lmi4/' Sl ' PeteTsiur 9 h < U"V l2 ' 11>0LI. 

I was told to-day hy If. Ielmrykoff that tin* Russian Gvtieral at Tahreez lias 
demanded the surrender to liim within forty-eight hours of tin* persons who shot u 
Russian sonlry (liis ana had In I..- umputaud), and fired into tin- Hussion Consulate 
" the ••[niinm of tin- liassian autla.iitios. it was prolxibk' that tin- shots were fired, not 
0’ . •I’si^iii nationalists, lmt In Russian revolutionaries. It is tin* intention of tin* 

Russian t ■nneral to deprive all Russian revolutionaries of their arms, and to deport 
them across the frontier into Russia. 1 

The assailants, whose surrender was demanded would, M. Tcharvknft 1 said, he hrmnd.t 

to trial am exec.. I pointed out that ... had been killed, and asked if tlfese 

men would really he executed. To this M. Tcharvkotl replied that it was a verv 
serious matter to tire on a sentry, and that the men would he tried hv court-martial. 

I here is no Persian uuthnritv at fahreez at present with whom to deal, and instruc¬ 
tions have aeemdiuoly I.. sent P, M , Sahliue to IIfee the Persian Govern.lit to send 

.1 Governor there without delay. M. Teharykolf expressed a hope that instructions m 
support tins reipa-st might he sent to Sir G. liarelnv. 


117897] No. 121. 

( ^ ( ^ Air Edu ard Greg to Sir (j. liarclai/. 

' 1 ''''ml'GPTs !'■ I <l l II I i'onojn Office, May 12, lttU'J. 

U I 'Mil In reconcile Shalt ami his people. 

In reply to your loh-orum No. 371) of the I 1th instant, there is no douht that at the 
-laee .let,„„ indicated the last paragraph of your I,'Ingram No. 378 of 10th 
in-tniti is not precluded hy my instructions. 


[17835 ] No. 425 , 

ln 1 *»’•> Edward Grey to sir Cf. Ilaichty. 

11 "‘’hi :l l k!IA t - K‘i-rrs a. 0ffice ' Ma ' 12 > 1WX 

please refer to your telegram No. .‘ISO „f the I Ith instant. 

W e have informed the Admiralty that it is desirable that the hlucjackets should 

r ; Vi. I 1 w ‘? k •»>'•>■ asked them to give orders in this sense. 

. ■ " "* llla '. tllm ' ls sl| ll need of an extra guard, Indian troops at .l-isk 

(see yo.ir telegram N.i_LU!I ol the Pith ultimo) might lake the place of the hlucjackets 
■ m I we might then, if such a course appears advisahle, lake into eonsideration the 

a|lSians'rrem|l!:re|5 " lr,lWal ° f "* **** .. of 


[17835] No. 12(1. 

fConfiilenlin!.) 6/,w Admira,t V- 

,S|r ' , ,,, ... , , . ,. „ Foreign Office, Mag J2, 1900. 

< hi.i * • N ‘ (,, . vfar >' Nr (,,vv to acknowledge the roeeipi of vnur loiter 

of the loth 111^,1,1.expressing a hope that the crew of llis Majesty’s ship " Pox." which 

IKissi hl'e" " 111 l|s *" l l “' I|U permitted to return to I heir ship ns soon as 

I am lo express Sir K. i irev's hope that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
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will see their way to permitting the retention of the hlucjackets on land for a week 
longer, at the expiry of which period other arrangements will he made for the 
protection of European life and property, should such protection lie still required. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[18119] No. 427. 

I mini Office lo Foreign Office .— (Received Mag IS.) 

“sir. India Office, Mag 12, 11)01). 

I AM directed by the Secretary of Stati* for India in Council to acknowledge the 
rveript of your letter dated the 30th January Iasi, as to the financial arrangements 
involved in the proposed transfer of the Tehran-Meshed and tin* Kliaf-Xasrntabad 
a irgraph lines. 

In reply, I am to say that Viscount Morley appreciates the difficulty felt hy 
Secretary Sir E. Grey in approaching the Lords Commissioners of llis Majesty’s 
Treasury at the,present stage, when the result of the negotiations is not certain, ami 
when no definite estimate of the expenditure involved can be formed. At the same 
time. Lord Morley sees no reason why, in the ease of any increase of charge consequent 
• oi the transfer, the principle of ecpial division betwrrn the two Exchequers which has 
[•a vailed since the Welby Commission should he departed from, and he would he 
unwilling to sanction any expenditure from Indian revenues on the administration of 
tin* lines after the transfer, except on this condition. 

1 am, therefore, to express the hope that Sir E. Grey will see lit to submit the 
matter to the Lords Commissioners with a view to the recognition of the principle of 
livision laid down in my letter of the (ith January hist. It seems possible that if the 
matter is not submitted to the Treasury till after the negotiations for tin* transfer are 
'included, the Lords Commissioners may take exception on the ground that they were 
i»"t consulted at an earlier stage. 

With regard to the reference made in your letter to the decision of the Lords 
C'unmissioncrs in 1891, I am to point out that it is not proj>osed that any expenditure 
which the birds Commissioners refused to share then should now be shared by them, 
and, further, that the decision in question was due to a .difference of opinion prevailing 
at that time regarding the incidence of expenditure in Persia generally, a matter 
which is now governed by the Report of the Royal Commission. 

I am, fee. 

(Signed) A. CSODLEY. 


18121] No. 428. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Hereircd Mag 13.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
sea etary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, bv direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
Imrewitli, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams on the subject 
•»f financial assistance to the Persian Government. 

India Office, Mag 13, 1999. 


Inclosura 1 in No. 428. 

Government of India to I 'iscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. ’ # March 9, 11)09. 

WE are not aware of present position of question of advance to Persia, but wo 
’.list that an Opportunity of stating our views will U* afforded us if it is denied that 
part of a loan or advance should he charged to Indian revenues. 











192 

Inclosure 2 in No. 429. 

Viscount Morley to Government ot India. 

(Telegraphic.) I*. India Office, May 11, 1900. 

LOAN to Persian Government. Sue \<>ur telegram of the 9th March. 

You will see from my telegram dated the 3rd Mav that, subject to conditions 
imposed being fulfilled bv Shah and to safeguards on proper expenditure of funds. lli s 
Majesty's Government are pledged to contribute half of advance to be made jointly bv 
British and Russian Governments to enable the Shall to meet urgent claims which it is 
necessary for him to discharge in order that his position On establishment of&iew regime 
maybe secured. In accord: it ice with Agreement with Russian Government, described 
in my telegiiun of the 3rd October. 1900. which throughout sulwequent phases of 
negotiations with Russia lias l>eon treated as holding good in principle, total amount of 
joint advance is not to exceed 400,000/. Conditions which made the Agreement 
necessity apply al the present time with equal force, and I recognize that, in the 
eircuni'tuhees. finuneinl responsibility for half, viz., 100,000/., of British share of joint 

advance mist In- ..epted by India. (See letter dated the '29th July. P.H'7. to Foreign 

Olliee, which was forwarded with Secretary’s letter of the 9th August, 1907.) 

India is. however, free from any engagement so far as any further Iinaneiil 
assistance to Persia is eoneernrd : and it has been made clear to the Foreign Olliee that, 
apait fi••in objections to iinanei il and other entanglements in Persist, on grounds of 
general Imperial polie\ I am uualile t" admit that the nature of Indian interests in 
Persia is such as to jnsrily Indian funds being expended <>n schemes for the establish* 
ne nt in that country of icformcd government. It is cvsetifcinl that India should In- 
kept entirely free from responsibility from international complications, danger of which, 
no less than I'.naneial risk, is involved in these schemes. 


[18124! No. 429. 

Sir (!. linirhn, to Sir Edirard Grey,—(lieceired .\:ay 13.) 

(No. .'ksfi.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, \ , ny 13, 1909. 

TA Pdf K V’/ sit nation. 

1 have received the following telegram No. 119 of the 12th May From Ilis Majesty’s 
consul general at Tabieez : — 

“ Aiu-ed-Itowleli’s Ibrccs have practically dispersed, lie was to set out to-day 
with the Persian Cossacks for Tehran/ 1 


[18141 No. 430. 

Sir <i. Harrlui, in Sir Eduard Giei /.— lin rived Man 13, 

(» -".ss., 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , May 13, 1909. 

\\ 1TII hlf.WY AI. of bluejackets From Bushirc. 

With reference to your telegram No. X |o of the li'th May. 

The bluejackets might he removed from Busliire in a day or two without danger 
r milting to foreign subject*, as the situation then* is now satisfactory. You may, 
however, tliiuk it il'-'irahle to keep some force in this port in view of the presence of 
Russian troops in the north. 

Major t'ox see- no ohjeelimi i , replacing those men, whom the admiral is anxious 
to r< -embark, by Indian infantry from dask. 

Allhoitgli troop , may not he needed for their original purpose of giving protection 
to foreigners, may I authorise this arrangement Y 
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[17913] 


Sir Eduard Grey to Sir G. liar clay. 

Foreign Office, May 13, 1909. 


(No. 241.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE of Heslit Nationalists. 

The proposal in your telegram No. 3S2 of the 11th instant has the sanction of I lis 
Majesty's Government, and you may make a joint remonstrance with your Russian 
colleague to the Sipalular. You should at the same time point, out to him that the 
Nationalists ought certainly to he satislied with the Shah’s Decrees, and urge him to 
accept them, anti add that, in the event of the Shah trying to evade the fit 1 lilincut ol 
|,is pledges and not putting into execution Ids promises of reforms, the two Representa¬ 
tives will give Mis Majesty neither support nor sympathy. 

This filial sentence accords with tin* assurances which the two Representatives 
gave to the Shah, and you should obtain tho assent of your Russian colleague to it. 


118022] 


No. 432. 

Sir Eduard Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

Foreign Office, May 13, I9H9. 


(No. 242.) 
fell •graphic.) P. 

APPOINTMENT of Governor for Tabreez. 

With reference to the last paragraph of the telegram from St. Petersburg!! No. 2ot) 
id yesterday’s date, you may, if you see no objection, support your Russian colleague 
in pressing the Persian Government to send a Governor without delay, but the 
individual selected should Ik 4 acceptable to the Nationalist party. 


18021| 


Sir. Edirard Gmi to Sir .4. Nicolson. 

Foreign Office , May 13, 1909. 


(No. 071.) . 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE, to Persian Government. 

With reference I" your telegram No. 219 of yesterday, His Majesty’s Govern- 
luetit have not changed their opinion that they cannot give any portion of the British 
diare of the advance to he mad - jointly by the two Governments to the Persian 
Government until the loan has been sanctioned by the Assembly. 

lam not entirely convinced that the introduction of reforms and the renewal of 
the Constitution are as yet established lirmly enough to justify considerable payments 
being made to the Shah’s troop-, who may he employed at any moment by Ills 
Majesty against the Nationalists. But the responsibility for making such payments 
must rest entirely on tie- Russian < lovernmetit, and His Majesty's Government rely on 
the latter to adopt such pr* caution* as will effectively prevent the revival ol a 
reactionarv disposition in the Shah owing to any advance ol money made by them. 

The assurance that the Russian Glinrgd d’AIVuires at Tehran will keep Hi 
Majesty’s Minister at that capital fully informed of all measures in connection with the 
Russian advance has given me much satisfaction. 


18216] N<». 434. 

Mr. M. Ellinger to Foreign Office.—(Hcceiced May 1 I. 

Si,- 28, Oxford Street , Manchester , Stay 13, 1909. 

I TIIANK von for Mr. Mallei * letter of y.-torduy, and not.- that you have received 
i,4,-gran, from llis Majesty’* Mini-i. r at Tehran, suiting that the Nationalist* have 
■ igreed to retrain from till interference if all payment- lor tin* Grmuz oxide at.- held in 
tm-l by the British official* in Persia pending the grant ol a < otislilution, and that 
Hi* Majesty's Consul at Bunder Abba* has been authorized to accept tins arrange¬ 
ment. ... 

I presume tlitit this arrangement has only reference to the moneys winch are 
[1049] 3 0 
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payaUr. by the Monintujar in return for the Conccssiijn which lie hol.ls from tl„ 
M.in i ( »\pi Minfnj, and rlmt it dons not in any way refer to tin* pnrclulso-priee < ,■ 
the oxide payable l,y Messrs. Aminov Weir ami Co., nmler their e!,iilinet with il„ 
wT'Vu- '’" rs, ‘ ««' nmler the eontraet n, l K . |>a i,| |, v \[,J 

Anjrew We,r ami Co to my linn, ami no, to ,he .Monin. I -hall he if va w i 
knnlly let me have a lino making this point ele ,r a, yonr mrliest em.vmdence ' " 

'l ours faithfully, 

(Signori,! M. Efd.IXGER. 


118242 Xo. .135. 

(Xo 38!)) ' <ir (t ' l> " rcl "' J 10 nV Kl ‘ r " nl Qrai.—diuemd May 14.) 

(Teluswnhic.) 1’. , 

TIIK shoilrfelJ i ii ... letnm. May 14, 11)0!). 

-‘‘SS 5^fi=S=MS , ac 

.. 

think. Y-i ".'1.1"“' ir,, ,1"' ii - ! V"V ,V . | -^ ,|, «- r = , l :.l Un-hire ,0 ... if he 

, .•that the lust eharye on the ...I loan from 11 is M M.-rv’ 

"’Venn,lent utu-i he the repaymh.. the 1t,,1i„ r^,* ;s[ S ‘l«JCst.\ » 


18241J Xo. 43i;. 

(Xo. 3 : 111 ., S,V (i - ll " rc '"'- 1 10 '*> <]%■—( Urccii rrf May 11.) 

' ■rsiVniina 'liiiuni,., I!,0 »- 

.~ h *. 

reeimeiliati'in ” ... 1 1 ^„,,x,V,.v for a complete 


H8245I Xo . 137 . 

(Xo. 3it|,) ■ S,V l£,l " 1,ml May 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) I', 

•y.Tlo.X of l(n--.general in Tah,vc Z . ' S ‘"' J ' *• ,U & 

..!e'.'r V r " ,V,V '"' l" 1 "' Unj-aty's consul-general at 

ha,ion in's «*« in'tv.,-cl. t ireat pertnr- 

an.I an iinlenmilv «>! |«miiui ..... • " luu ' 1 ifiKtinI f«»r inmirilintc* disarmament 

telegram Xo ljs' .. ot ,he .. reporte.l in ,„y 

.rrt™. ' . 1 is 

^ 1 ">ki, as possible. Imi I,nss,an troops are hastening it hy force." 

Ueferenee ,- to my telegram X,.. 8X| p f the 11,1, May. 


18247] 


to.. 


Xo. 138. 

Sir Ci. liarclnii to Sir Edwatd Grey.—[lieceiled Mtiy 1-1.) 

.Telegraphic.) 1*. Tehran, May 1-1, 1000. 

SLIATC and Xationalists. ... 

Almost all the basils have nmv left the Turkish Embassy, and to-dav reconciliation 
.reins more prohnhle. 

The Shah appears docile, and, so far. the new Cabinet is dealing reasonably will, 
tie .itnation. The committee which has just been formed for the elaboration of the 
electoral law is, cm the whole, satisfactory. 

Friendly negotiations ns to the appointment of a governor for Tabreer. arc pro- 
, , ling between llm town-people and the Cabinet. ('oiiseciueitlly my Russian 
I,II,,;,.rne and I think it belter to take no steps in this matter for the moment. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs lirnls that Sipalnlar's altitude is now less iineoni- 
i,remising. Xo further representations to him are at pre-ein needed. 

A- regards the Russian advance. Ah .Saldino is confident that lie can ensure the 
money being used to pay off and disarm iinnece—ary troops and settle the arrears due 
a, the others, thus removing some of the elements oi disorder, and not for I lie 
encouragement of the reactionary party. 


[18248] *<>• 439. 

sir A. Sin,halt la Sir lithraril firry,—(liereireii May 1 I.) 


(Xo. 2ol. Confidential.! 
(Telegraphic.) I’ 

StIAII mid Emperor of Russia. 
Acting on the Emperors ordi 


SI. Tt tnvlmrijh. May II, 1000. 

M. Teharvkow read to me to-dav coulidcntinllv 


, lele’Onius which had passed personally hetweei, the Emperor and the Shall. 

This telegraphic correspondence begun with a telegram from the Shall, elated the 
Al l Mav.ln which Ills Majesty stated that lie intended to proclaim a Constitution and 
I.(,r other measures of retoriu, and that later on he would send to tin* Emperor, 

' trough M. Suhlinc, a private and personal message. For some days the Emperor 

a ,ited |'.,r this pi.lised message, and, as it did not arrive, dispatched on the II III May 

lelegrmu to the Shall, in'winch lie expressed pleasure at the Slialfs action In 
introducing ivtbrms, mid hoped that the prosperity and tramplillitv ol l ersia would In* 
secured thereby. tin the following day, the lfftli May, the promised private message 
was dispatched by the Shah. It amounted to a reipiest to the Emperor to take him 

:,i,, 1 his family under his pr.. On the following day tie- Emperor sent an answer 

to this message, in which he repeated his expressions of satisfaction at the wise step 

i ,k,.|i IIV tin- Shall in preparing to introduce the various reforms, and assured the Shah 

ii .,l |,e could relv on las warm sympathy and 1 h-i, evident feelings. The use of tlm 
■•id *'protection " was avoided by the Emperor. 

In reading this eonvs oiideuee to me M. Tehnrvkow said that the Emperor wished 
a,., t., know o\vrvlhiug that had passed h-tweeu tlio Shull and himself. I said I lint I 

• sure that His M.ijestv's Government would appreeiate the Emperor's net!.. I 

• "I'es-e.| thanks lor the gracious confidence which His Majesty had reposed In me. 


18249i 


Sir A. A "nlson la Sir lithraril (ircy.—(lieceiretl May 11.) 

Si. I’tlerrbunjli, May I l, lilt)!). 


(Xo. 27, a.) 

I telegraphic.) I'. 

Tl ltlvEY and l’crsin. 

1 saw M, Teharvkow to-dav, and Hi- Excellency informed nm that trustworthy 
"iforniatiuli of a confidential nature had reached liim to the cllcet that tin* only 
Turkish troops in l' rilluia were a Consalar guarded' thirty men, mul that the Turkish 
a critics had recalled two companies which had Ir en domiciled t" Persia from Van. 













St. Pcti'isbun/h, May I I, 19U9. 


[18250J No. H7. 

^ > Sir A. Nicol.son to Sir lid ward Grey,—(Received May 1J,) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. 

I* IN A .\( ’I A I, assistance f«»r Persia. 

Your lNo. »*,71 of the ia(-h Maw 

I saw M. Ieliurykow to-ilav, an«l told |iik Kxcellency that His Miijustvs Govern, 
meiit were not disposed to make to the Persian Govnnmrnt ativ pecuniary advance 
unless sueh mlvnmv were previously sanetimie.l bv the Assembly/ I also intimate,I 
M. leharykow that it would he well it' the Russian Government were to he careful, in 
making their advance to the Shall, not to sanction anv payments which the Shah might 
uhh/e lor the suppression of the Nationalist cause To this M. Tcharvkow replied tTiat 
Sir(.. P>irelay would b* kepi fully informed hv M Sahline. who would eertaiulv listen 
to any adv a-,- which might he given him hv i 1 is Majesty’s Minister. M. Tcharvkow 
thought that it would he desirahh* iii the interests of order and to prevent the troops in 

I•*lir«in .. runniny ,i.,t and pillaging, that some of the arrears due to them should 

h-- paid oil Ain ■ d-howleh s tr«M»|jS' would he paid oil’ on their disbandment. 

M. lehaiykow again repeated his assur.it. that, in view of il,e lirm determination of 

the Russian Government to act in complete unison with llis Majeslv’s (J 
M. Sahline would Iii* i*iiidi*d hv Sir (I. Raidav’s advice. 


ernment, 
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[18141] No. 444 * 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 244.) 

(Telegraphic.) U. Foreign Office, May 14, 1909. 

SITUATION at Uushire (see your telegram No. 38 of yesterday). 

Has any arrangement been reached with regard to disposal of Customs receipts? 
Withdrawal of hlm-jackets may be authorized. Unless foreigners require protection 
it will not be necessary to replace them. 


18360] No. 445. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolaon. 

No. 075.) 

• Telegraphic., P. Foreign O rice, May 14, 1009. 

RUSSIAN Government, so 1 am informed by Russian Ambassador, think it 

_(.nii:tl that now that ihe Shall has accepted tin* conditions as to tin* Constitution, an 

iidvanee should he made to enable Persian Government to carry on. 1 informed him 
that if an advance is considered necessary by Russia we cannot object to her making it, 
hut that until an Assemble sanctions it we cannot advance any part of our share of tin* 
loan of 100.000/. 

I pointed out to him that if the Shall, when In* has obtained the money, refused 
advice and upset the Constitution ii might appear that Kns-ian money had been 
employed to overthrow tin* (.’oust it lit ion, and feeling here might become so strong that 
Inrtlier co-operation would he rendered impossible. Russia would have to guard 
against this risk, and if such an event occurred she would have to take a lirm stand, 
and the Shall had better follow tin* ex-Sultan into retirement. 


[18282] No- 44 «. 

Sir A Sicolaon i<> Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 15.) 

(No. 298.) 

Sir, St. Beterstnngh, May 10, 1909. 

IN accordance with tin* instructions which were conveyed i<> nn* in your telegram 
No. thVt ,,f the 7th instant. I mentioned to M Teharykolf on the sth instant that it 
had been stated that the Russian Government were lonleinplating ihe dispatch <•! 
troops to guard the Resht Tehran mad. I was authorized to express the hope that the 
Russian Government would, in any ease, at first await the results of a threat to employ 
military measures, as I was given to understand that the toad was tor the present 
open, and the dispatch of a detachment might have the apnearanec "1 an intervention. 
M. Tchiirvkotf said that lie intended to propose at a Cabinet Goimcil that a force 
should he held in readiness at Baku, and that it should he made known at Resht, and 
along the mud that tiiis force Would lie landed in Persia if the road were interrupted. 
This morning 1 received a private letter from his Kxcelleucv informing me that it had 
■ ii decided that “a sulli' ient number of ('ossaeks should he held ready at Baku in 
• aso it should he necessary t" reinforce the Gossaek guard tit Resht, and to protect 
and keep open maun ni.htnii the mad connecting Tehran with the Caspian. In view, 
howevor, of the satisfactory turn which the negotiation-of our UepreH' , ntati\v.s with the 
Sha!, seem to hr taking, we hope that the disjsiteii of the above named Gossurkn "ill 
not be necessary.” f ( l • I 

1 luring oliv eonversatioti of the sth instant M, Teharvkotl said that la* would wish 
io inform me eonfidentiallv that the Shah had ordered that the sotnias of the Persian 
1 “'sacks who Were with Ain-edl lowlcli should return to Tehran. As lie had previously 
fold me a Russian t'aptain had been sent from I ehrau, when the hostilities between 
T.dnvez and the Ain . d I Gwleh hud ceased, to take charge of these Co-sacks in order to 
I luge in Taluvez. 

•d if this Captain would accompany the Goss 
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his orders. The Cossacks would seek to avoid any collision with the fedais, but if 
they found their progress to Tehran impeded they would naturally have to force their 
way through the obstacles. 1 said that 1 wished to tell him frankly that I had put 
the question to him, a.s comments would be made in England if a Russiiin officer were 
in command of a detachment of the Shah's troops which might conic into collision with 
Persian Nationalists. He repented that the oflicor was in the service <>| the Shah, and 
would not willingly come into eoullict with the tedais; lie would merely push his men 
through to Tehran as ordered. 

I s-iid that he had mentioned on a previous occasion that some Persian Cossacks 
had left Tehr.m to guard a bridge on the Kasvin road. Was a Russian oflicer to 
accompany these Cossacks < M. Tchurykoif replied in the negative, and added that 
orders had been previously given that no Russian r lliuer was to leave Tehran if 
hostilities were likely to ensue between the Shah’s forces and the Nationalists. 

It seems to mo that the position of the Russian olHcers is a little ambiguous. 
They are, I am told, no longer on the active list of the Russian army, and are 
supposed to Ih- entirely in the Persian service. At the same time on certain 
occasions I hoy receive and act upon orders from the Russian authorities. I think 
that 11 jo latter are desirous that the Russian olUcers should abstain from any inter¬ 
ference in the national differences anil conflicts, hut this abstention must on occasions he* 
difficult to observe. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. NI COLSON. 


[18405] No. 447. 

Sir G. Harclmj la Sir Edward Urey.—(Received Mai/ 15.) 

(No. 393.) 

( Telegraphic.) P. 7Wir«», A/f/y 15, 1909. 

RF.\ <>1.1 TH >N A RI F.S at Kazvin. 

With reference to the penultimate paragraph of my telegram No. §92 of the 
Mlh May. 

M.v Russian colleague and I were this morning informed hv the Minister for Foreign 
A Hairs that he is not satisfied with the attitude of the SipuLdar. M. .Sablinc thinks 
that alter fjjiy strongly-worded message delivered to this individual hv the Russian 
secretary at Kazvin the remonstrance proposed in your telegram No. 241 of the 
Imh May would (all llat. lie tells me that in this communication lie threatened 
Sipahdar. it lie did not tmeify the revolutionaries, with “ material and moral ruin.” lie 
promises to consult me before making any further communication to him. 

Sir A. Nieolson's telegram No. 212 of the 8th Maw 

I hole is no Russian ollicer with the Persian Cossacks returning from Tahreez. 
<'apt;iin I Vrilnuiosow was origindly designated for this command, hut it was thought 
better to retain him at Tehran in view of tlie situation at Kazvin. The Cossacks in 
• piestion will return by a roundabout route, in order to avoid a possible conflict with the 
revolutionaries at Kazvin. 


[184141 No. 448; 

S,r (1. Hardily la Sir Edward Greu,—(Reed red May 15.) 

(No. 391.) * ‘ 

(Wegri.i.l.ieO I'. 7V/ir«». Mm 15, -1909; 

IH SS| AN troops at Tahreez. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 122 of the 15th Mnv, from His 
Majesty s consul-general at Tahreez ; 

" Ihr Russian troops are treating Tahreez as a conquered city. Soldiers are 
patrolling the streets day and night, and to-day the barricades uhieh tin- Nationalists 
had already l*‘gun to demolish are lieing blown up. 

“2,00n tomans and a hill for l .000 tomans has been scraped together hv the 
Nationalists towards the indemnify demanded. 'I bis is aheadv a verv large sum to he 
mist'd in a ruined town, and they cm certainly do no more. The Nationalists uatnrallv 
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I,, lievc that there is some ulterior motive behind these harsh measures, and it is very 
important that the military authorities should change their attitude. 

•• i Following is confidential.) 

•• ‘flic Russian military authorities should lie instructed to take no steps without 
tl,<- consent of their consul-general, ns 1 gathered in a conversation which I had with him 
this morning that they frequently act in opposition to his advice. I spoke very 
strongly to iiim on this occasion, telling him that should no change take place I should 
|„ f irm! to cease the loyal suppoit I had hitherto given to him.” 

The Russian Charge d* Alibi res has promised to leconimcml confidentially to his 
tioYcrnment that instructions should V* given to General Snarsky to listen to Russian 
consul-general's recommendations. 

He tells me that tile authorities have accepted as sufficient compensation the 

3.(100 tomans. 


[18415] No. 449. 

sir G. Hardin/ to Sir Edward Grey. - (Received May 15.) 

(No. 395.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 15, 1909. 

MV immediately preceding telegram of to-day. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs lias complained to the two legations of the 
behaviour of Russian troops at ’fahreez. The following is a summary :— 

1. 2,000 tomans indemnity, demanded within forty-eight hours, for wounding of a 
Russian soldier bv a stray bullet without awaiting trial of the offender, who has been 
caught. 

2. Destruction of barricades, though inhabitants \ver$;nl ready taking steps themselves 
to remove them 

2. Confiscation of tavern men t buildings. 

4. Seizure of arms from all persons indiscriminately, and even from shops. 

5. Insults to women. 

G. Plans of city are being made. 

7. 3,000 Russian troops have just crossed the frontier and 250 have been added to 
those in the city. 

y. OfHcial letters of <$hipluint are constantly written, and a policy of pin-pricks 
is pursued, though the town is dim and there are no Persian troops in the 
neighbourhood. 

Cabinet has received urgent entreaties this morning from Tahreez, lva/.vin, Resht, 
and Ispahan to secure withdrawal of Russian troops. 

Saail-ed-Dowleh tells me that the combined presence of Russian troops will 
constitute an obstacle to reconciliation, as the people are possessed with the idea that 
these troops came in with the consent of the Shall. He thinks that the withdrawal of 
a large pait of the force, leaving GUO men for the town and 400 for the road, would 
convince the public of the temporary character of Russian action, and would thus quiet 
the present agitation and make for reconciliation. 

Thu Minister for Foreign Affairs thinks that it would lie premature now to ask for 
die complete withdrawal of Russian troops, hut oil the ultimate appointment of a 
governor to Tahreez his Ciovernmciit will nut forwaid this request. 

Jilal-ul-Mulk, a prominent local Nationalist, has, at the request of the Tahrcezis, 

' • • ii appointed vice-governor. 

I am asking His Majesty’s consul-general at Tahreez for his observations on Saud- 
• d-Dowleh*s views. 

As far as I can gather the Minister for Foreign Affairs lifts not mentioned tin? 
question of the withdrawal of the troops to my Russian colleague. 
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[18383] No. 450. 

Sir A. Xicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 15.) 

(No. 257.) 

(Telegraphic.) ^ P. St. Petersburg /!, May 15, 1909. 

TABRKKZ. My immediately preceding telegram. 

I am informed that tin* demand originally formulated by the Russian General was 
for disarmament and an indemnity of 10,000 tomans. The advice of the Russian Govern- 
merit, however, was that the demand for disarmament should extend to Russian subjects 
only, and that no indemnity should lie required if this demand were complied with. 

According to a telegram received front the Russian Consul-General, payment of the 
indemnity in lull will not 1 m- insisted on if a reasonable portion lie paid up within the 
time allowed ; he adds that the Nationalists began to lay down their arms of their own 
aeeord, and that they are urging the Russian revolutionaries to follow their example. 
The indemnity, lie says, is t«. be levied from those who have refused to surrender 
t heir arms. 

M. Tchurykow points out that, while it is true that the Russian General has not 
followed on all points the advice given him by his Government, it is necessary, for the 
safety <>f the troops, that a good deal of latitude should lie allowed to him. 

I he authority exercised locally Kv the General is. it seems to me, in excess 
>>l what we were fed to expect, and I submit that tla* early dispatch of a Governor 
by tla- Persian Government is most desirable. 


118418! No. -151. 

Sir A. Xirn/son to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received Mat/ 15. 

(No 25s. Confidential.) 

(l olegraphic.)^ P. S7. Petershuryti, May 15, 1909. 

I A I'd! El'.Z. My imiuediatelv preceding telegram. 

\|. lebarykow tells me that la* wishes to inform me in confidence that some friction 
e\i i-. between the Ministry for foreign A flairs and l he Viceroy of the ( 'aueasus and 
the Russian Gem-rul in command at Tabree/. The Viceroy of tla* ( aueasus and the 
Russian Genera! had not liked carrying out implicitly the instructions given by tlib 
Mii.isti-y for foreign Allairs. The attitude of |he Ministry for Foreign Affairs, however. 
h ;, d t lie entire support of the Ministry of' \\ ar, and I lie decision of t he difficult v was to 
h - referred to the Prime Minister. M. Tcharykow felt sun* that M. Stolvpin would 
adopt I he view that iiton* moderation must be shown by the Russian General at 
labroez, and that la-must carryout the instructions which would In-sent to him from 

I ett-rMiiiigh through tin* \ ici-roy of the < aueasus. A fine of g,(i(M» tomans had 

; 111* •. 1 • I \ I.a !'d«l by tic Nationalists, and this, in the opinion of the Russian Consul* 

General at I able. /, might to h.- considered sudicient. The Russian General, moreover, 
ought to keep within limit-, and not forget that he was in a friendly country, to which 

he hail I.. Selll Inf specific purposes. 

I replied that I had gathered that friction existed, and that what had struck im* 

'h'' G"t that General Snafsky had e\c«-ei|ed his original instructions. The inilietiou 

1,1 •' hi.. any measure of that kind ought, it seemed to me. to |,a\e been decided by 

the usual diplomatic procedure, and General Snarsky ought not to act as jf he were 
sub'i' et to no authority. I expressed a hope that M. Stolvpin would settle the mutter 
satisfactorily. 

M i chary kow -;iid that my letter of last evening bad decided him t • * disclose these 
internal dilliculties, vybicli he l» gg.-d me to treat as «• inlid'-ntial. I mil the receipt • *! 
my letter he had hesitated to lot n.e know of their existence. 


118242 | No. 152. 

Sir Edward Gmi to Sir G. liarclag. 

(No. 2111.) • • 

‘Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 15, 1909. 

MESSRS. WnNt’KIIAl S' loan to the Sheikh of Mohammenili. 

•''Toiled bv you in your t- legrain No. .".S9 of the I 1th instant has tic 
approval of Mis Majesty s Gowrutuent. The Sheikh and the eunce—ionnnircs will later 
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oil have to come to an agreement as to the terms of the Karuu Irrigation Concession 
(see my telegram No. 211 of the 28th ultimo), and it might meanwhile be advisable that 
the Sheikh should be given to understand, at the first suitable opportunity, that 
payment for the concession will not be considered as included in the 5,0001. or *G,000/. 
which it is proposed that we should advance. 


[18383] No. 453. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 250.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 15, 1909. 

GOVERNOR of Tabreez. 

If you should see no objection, and if the appointment of a Governor is much 
delayed, you might, together with your Russian colleague, privately suggest the 
Ala-ed-Dowleh. 


[18416] No. 454. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May JO.) 

(No. 390.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , May 10, 1909. 

PI SMIRE customs. 

With reference to your telegram No. 214 of the 14th May. 

A temporary arrangement has been come to by which the customs receipts are to 
he paid into the account of the director of customs at the Imperial Rank. The hank’s 
‘■"iisent must be obtained before tlu* withdrawal of any of this money. 

The customs authorities are certain to be constantly pressed from Tehran to divert 
•'"tnc part of the receipts, and until some kind of efficient control on the premises by 
thi- bank is established, they will always have the opportunity of doing so. Some such 
measure would be a necessary part of any really satisfactory arrangement. 

With my oflieial notification of the withdrawal of the bluejackets I propose to give 
Snad-ed-Dowleh a verbal warning that if the arrears and monthly instalments due to 
ill' bank are not treated as a first charge, tin* consequences for the Persian Government 
will be disagreeable. 

•Should this warning be insufficient we may be forced to obtain the necessary 
facilities for the bank to check the receipts from the customs. 


(18417] No. 455. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eda'urd Greg.—(Received Matt 10.) 

■ No 397.) 

fTrlcgraplih*.) P. Tehran , May 10, 1909. 

TABRKKZ situation. 

I learn from 11 is Majesty's consul-general that djlnl-ul-Mulk, in bis position as 
v in'-governor, has lately I »een doing excellent work. Great satisfaction is fell, at his 
"Iffial confirmation. 

Mr. Wratislnw add.-, in reply to inquiry mentioned in my telegram No. 395 of 
y. -t. nlay, that the Russian force is now quite mnieressarily large, and that the 
withdrawal of a large part of it would undoubtedly allay anxiety and have an excellent 
la te ral effect. 


[18419] Ko. 456. 

Sir A. Xicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 

1 No. 259.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petcrslmryh, May 10, 1909. 

TABKKKZ. 

In a letter t" M. Tcharykow 1 have given tie* substance of Sir G. Barclay's telegram 
N". 394 and have urged him to have instructions sent to General Suarsk v not to exceed 
tlw instructions originally given to him and to do his best, during bis terntxaiirv sojourn 
[1049] ' 3 1? 
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at Tabreez, t<> gain the sympathy of tin* Tabreozis. General Snarsky's action, I have 
pointed out, goes ljoyomf tin* avowed objects for winch |he Russian force was sent to 
Tabreez and is calculated to give the impression that the General is treating Tabreez as 
a conquered city. I have asked that General Snursky be instructed to take no further 
steps without first consulting the Russian Consul-General. 

I haw now been informed by M. Tclmrykow that (ieneral Snnrskv is being instructed 
to abstain from patrolling the streets of the town ; not to demand more than the 3.O00 
tomans of indemnity which he has already received ; not to exceed the instructions 
given to him, and not to take any steps without first consulting the Russian Consul- 
General. 


[18421] No. 457. 

Sir A. SlroUon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 

(No. 201.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1\ St, Pctersbarrjli, May 16, 1000. 

PERSIA. 

Yesterday I was informed by M. Tclmrykow that, accordin'' to a telegram from 
M Sahline, certain livtMiih..rs of tile Council summoned to d»*:il with the Electoral Law 
had made an announcement to the etfect that there was uo^ necessity for any umv 
eleeto al law but that all that was required was the convocation of the old Medjli.SS 
without the introduction «»f any changes in its composition. This announcement had 
surprised M Tclmrykow, who thought* that the fact of its having been made augured ill 
for a satisfactory solution of the question. lie hail understood that the composition of 
this Council had hoen largely influenced by private suggestions on the part of the two 
Representatives, and he was at a loss to account for the inclusion in it ol elements which 
apparently were opposed to a settlement on conciliatory lines. 

To this 1 replied that no information tending to confirm M. Sabliue’s telegram had 
so far readied me. 

[18430! No. 458. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 251.) 

(Telegraphic.) I\ Foreign Office , May 16, 11)09. 

I HAVE received a communication from the Russian Ambassador, officially 
informing me flint the Russian Consul was instructed on the I lith instant to he satisfied 
with the banishment and disarmament of the fedais at Tabreez, who are Russian 
subjects. 

This refers to your telogram No. 391 of the lath instant. 

The Russian t Government will also forgo the imposition of a fine for the attack 
made on the Russian sentry, if the conditions indicated above are carried out. 


[18553] No. 459. 

Sir .1. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 17.) 

(No. 301.) 

Sir, St. Petersburt/h, May 13, 1900. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 221 of the 21st ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of the reply which I have received from the Russian Government 
to my communication respecting the advance to he made to the Persian Government 

1 have, &c. 

fSigned) A. NICOLSON. 


Inelosurc in No. 159. 

Aide-memoire. 

POl'R completer les explications wrLuh s qui out t-u lieu entre le Ministry des 
Affaires Ktrangercs it son Excellence Sir Arthur Nicolson au sujet de 1 aide-memoire 


hritanniipie du 8(21) avril courant, le Miuistere Imperial des Affaires Etrnng&res ft 
fliHimeur de porter a la connaissance do l’Amhassade do la Grande-Bretagne ce qui 
suit. 

Le Goiivernement russe a toujours envisage com me necessaire de controller la 
iiianierc dont sera it depenseo l’avance quo les deux Gouvcrnenients se sent declares 
dis|i<*ses a fuire au Goiivernement pei-sftn. Dans ce hut Ic Gouvernement Imperial avait 
propose parson aide-memoire du 28 nmrs.annee coiirante, fetablissenient d’inie Commission 
spccillle de Coiilrdle. Yu la tournure satislaisaiitc <jue vient de prendre ficuvre des 
nf..nues eu Perse, il semblcrait au Gouvernoncht Imperial urgent de proceder 
l'in>titution de la ditc Commission. 

Toutefois, eu attendant quo les pourparlers avec le Gouvernement britannique 
...urernant la dice Gommissioii aieut pris tin, et pivimnt en consideration les desirs 
»-xprimes dans I’aide-meiuoiie britannique du 8 (21) avril, le Gouvernement Imperial 
juj'-rait opportun que la moitie de la premiere avance projetce, a savoir, 1,250.000 fr., 
V-.it tburnie par l'Aiiglelcrre 

Hans le can oil le Gouvernement hritanniqne ne se troiivmait pas a meme de faire ce 
v. rsement simulfaiiement avec le versement de l’mitre moitie par la Russie, il iiicom- 
ln '.iit a la Legation de Russie a Teheran de s'occuper de la muni ere dont favance du 
(;..uvernemont russe serait employee. Le (’barge d’Affaires de Russie recevrait, du 
ivste, l'ordre de tenir la Legation hritanniqne a Teheran pleuiement au couraut de toutes 
les dispositions qifil prendra dans cette matiere. 

Saint-Pctcrsbounj. le 29 avril (12 nuti), 1909. 


[18430] No. -ICO. 

Count BenvkcndortJ to Sir Edward Grey. •( Received May 17.) 

Dear Sir Edward, Russian Embassy, l.o. don, May 17, 1909. 

I AM instructed by M. TcharvkolT to make to you the inclosed eommuiiieation. 

He adds that Sir Arthur Nicolson fully concuried in the opinion of the necessity 
of .severe measures for the safety of our guards. 

May I point out that the telegram I received is dated the 12th May. 

Yours, silieerelv, 

(Signed) BliNCKENDOUW. 


Inelosurc in No. 460. 

Note communicated by Count Benckendorffi to Sir Edward Grey. 

N( >US apprenous que ties coups de fen de provenance ineonnue out blcsse un 
soldnt russe do garde apples des Gonsulnts rusaftuct anglais et le soir un coup do feu 
a etc tire sur le Cousulril Imperial. 

Pour empeeher l<- rcnouvellement de faits de cette nature le Gouvernement 
Itiq "•rial croit devoir prescriro a noire Gonsul de pivndre.de concert tivee le Goiii- 
taaiidant du detaehement russe, des incsiirc.sseveivs, compatibles avec les eirconstanees 
1< '‘ales, pour la dmmverte et In pimition des eoupahles. 

Le eas (*clieaiit, nous pensons qu’il n’y aurait pas a s'arreter devant des mesurcs 
lies que la demolition de la luaison ifnii sont partis les coups de feu, on ('imposition 
•1 ime amende considerable sur le groiipe de population qui se jueleraient uu recelemcnt 
' 1*• - eoiipaldes. 

Nous pensions exiger dans les qiiarante-huit heurcs la deeouverte et rexeculion 
cwtipaldes, into amende de P),(M JO tollmans, le dosarmement de> lidais, et la surveillance 
des rues par nos pntrouillcs. 

Si ces exigences nVtaient remplics, il faudrnit proceder a la destruction par 
I utillerie de maisons, caravanserais, et certains (juartiers, en eommenyant par la maison 

• 11 1 -out partis les coups de feu et ensilite le quarte r nomine Satur Kmir Khiz(V). 

t.'V*t dans ce sens que des instructions uvnient etc donuees a M. Miller. Notre 
n-ul mms in forme qm* la population et les lidais soijit cxaspercs contre I’attcutat et 

• iivaineus de la ciilpahilite d'Amicnieiis et Gforgiens siijets russes qui out inteivt a 
! • > >m iniiai i« >it des troubles. Par de nouvellc-, iust met ions nous chargeons M. Miller, 
1 . date d'uujoiird'lmi (29 avril 12 mai) ,. de se contentcr du desannemonl des lidais 
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s'ijots nisses ct tie lour expulsion dp la ville et de Perse. En ce cas, il deviendrait 
possible tie nc j»as imposer tramende. 

Nous soinines ppnvaincus •pm cette mesure aura ^approbation toute la popula¬ 
tion de Tabriz et memo des lidais persans, <£ui sont converts par l’amnistfe du Sbhali. 


[18556] No. 401. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received May 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , May 17, 1909. 

REPRESENTATIONS to Mujtel.ecjs »f Nejef. 

1 entirely concur in tin* proposal in Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 255 of the 
14th May. 


[18607] No. 402. 

Sir G. Barclay la Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received Man 17.) 

fXo. 

(Telegraphic.) p. Tehran, May 17, 1909. 

IM PEI! 1A I. commissioner of (hi Syndicate. 

I linvr a-jaiu ivo-ived ■•llicial information from the Minister for Foreign Affairs with 
ivf. reii«v t" my telegram No. 210 of the Isi April, and your telegram No. 101 of the 
10th April, that tin* payment of I.0U0/. should be made to him personally. 


[18608J No. 403. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey,—{Received May 17.) 

(No. ion.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 17, 1909. 

I A hi!EE/ situation. 

I have received the following t« legram No. 120 of yesterday from His Majesty's 
consul-general at laltfee/.. With reference to my telegram No. :;ji3 of (he lotliMav:— 

^‘Nationalists here have telegraphed t** Ispahan and Res! it advocating policy of 
concilia! ion wit h Shah. 

' Sainad Khali will piohahly go to help the governor of Sotijbotilak against the 
Kurds, the latter having asked fop protection. 

I learn from the deputy governor that lie lias asked the Persian (lovernmcnt t" 
"i'der hark the 300 t ’os-arks with Aiu-ed-l)ow|eh for tin; purpose of policing Tabrecz. 
< loVermiiellt have couipjieil.” 


1.18691] No. 404. 

Sir (i. Barclay to Sir Edward (hey. — {Received Man 17.) 

i No. mu 

< l elcgraphic.) P. Tehran , May 17, 1909. 

(;n\ KKNulJSillP ..fTabiee/. 

The Persian ( lovei min nt lias left to the inhabitants of’ Tahivez a choice pf four or 
fi' 1 names for this post. The deputy governor is popular in the town. Mv Russian 
colleague and I are therefore .still inclined to leave the iptestion alone. 

Ala-ed-l tow leli, 1 think, would not be aeceptahh* to the townspeople us governor. 
Ib-f' ioi. is to y.ntr telegram No, 250 of* the 1 (»t!i May. 


[18692' No. 4(15. 

Sir (i. Bin clay In Sir Edward (h ey. — i Received May 17.) 

(No. 102.) 

(IVlegraphie.) P. Tehran, May 17, 1909. 

SIPAIIDAK and revolutionaries. 

1 he Nationalist leader Inis replied to the commimicutioil made to him throtigh the 
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Russian secretary at Kazvin, as reported in my telegram No. 393 of the 15th May, 
that the revolutionaries who are [requested to lay down their arms are beyond his 
control. He does not for his jiart “wish to lie assassinated," hut suggests that, as 
they arc Russian subjects, the Russian charge d'utlhites might like to talk to them. 

M. Sabline believes that there are now at or near Kazvin some 400 Caucasians, 
lb* lias advised the Sipahdar to return to Resht and entirely dissociate himself from 
these revolutionaries. 


1 18693] No. 4G6. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received May 17.) 

(No. 403.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Man 17,1909. 

REVOLUTK)NARIES at Kazvin; 

The Central Committee at Kazvin has telegraphed to all the foreign legations 
protesting against the occupation of Tabrecz by Russian troops and the issuing of a 
so-called ultimatum demanding disarmament by the Russian secretary at Kazvin. 

The alleged ultimatum, i understand, was simply an exhortation to those under 
arms to take advantage of the amnesty by peacefully returning to their normal 
occupations. 


118416] No. 4G7. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 253.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, May 17, 1909. 

\ OUR telegram No. 390 of the 10th instant: Busliire customs. 

Proposal iu penultimate paragraph approved. 


1 18607] No. 468. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 254.) 

i holographic.) P. Foreign Office , May 17, 1909. 

I'A'i MEXT hv Oil Syndicate to Persian Commissioner. 

With reference to your telegram No. 399 of to-day. please report who is to act for 
the Imperial Commissioner. Tin* Oil Syndicate wish to he informed. 


[18248] No. 4G9. 

Sir Edward Greu to Sir A. Nicolxon. 

(No. 079.) 

'.Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , May 17, 1909. 

PERSONAL telegrams exchanged between the Shah and the Emperor of Russia. 
W’ith reference to your telegram No. 251, Confidential, of the 1 11It instant. 

You should inform Minister lor Foreign Affairs that His Majesty's Government 
snitch appreciate llis Imperial Majesty’s action in graciously giving instructions that 
we should he informed of what has passed. 


3 


G 


[1019] 
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[18419] No. 470. 

Sir Edu ard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 081.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Eortiyn Office, May 17, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops at Tahreez. 

'Phc prompt dispatch of your letter (see your telegram No, 250 of the 10th instant) 
has my entire approval. In view of the explanations which the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs gave you confidentially, I am not prepared at this moment to press for 
the withdrawal of any of the Itussian troops, although I consider that some ought to Im» 
withdrawn at once, as they have exceeded all limits of what is justifiable. 


[18556] No. 471. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 082.) 

(Telegraphic.) \l. i'oieiyn Office , May 17, 1909, 

101 R telegram Noi 255 and Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 398 of the 14th and 
li th instant: Proposed message to Mujtehids at Nedjef. 

Please inform Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that I agree. 


[18774] No. 172. 

Mr, M. Eliimjer, to Eorciyn Office, — (l\et e'tved May 18.) 

^• r * j 28, Oxford Street , Manchester, May 17, 1909. 

I AM in receipt of Mr. Mallet’s telegram of Saturday, the loth instant, informing 
me, with reference to my letter to you of the 13th instant, that you will telegraph to 
Tehran if I undertake n> pay cost of telegram and reply. 

I do not think that any agreement made to induce tin* Nationalists to cease their 
interference, with the mining operations at Ormuz, under the contract with Messrs. 
Andrew Weir and < and the Mnuihtujnr can affect the rights of my firm to receive 
tin- purchase-price ol the oxide shipped, and it appears to me that there is no necessity 
to cable lehran upon the subject, as you will shortly receive full details by mail, which 
you will doubt less communicate to me. 

II* however, you are of opinion that it is desirable in our interest to cable 'Pellran 
I shall be glad to hear further from you, and, in ease it is ultimately decided to cable, 
my firm would certainly agree to refund the cost of the telegram and reply, should you 
he of opinion that this is a charge which should properly be borne by my firm. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) M.’ELLINGEK. 


[18820] No. 473. 

Sir (!. liarrlay to Sir Edward Gretf, — (Received May 18.) 

(No. *104.) • 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran. May 18, 1909. 

M.l*.<' h )RA I, I.aw Committee. 

W ith relorcuee to Sir A. Nicolson's telegram No. 261 of the Kith May, 

1 In* suggestions as to the composition of the committee, which we made privately, 
have not been entirely adopted, luit, in my opinion, the selection is not unsatisfactory. 

I hey are at present working well, and 1 am refraining front any interference with 
them. 

I In* Russian Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs mentions a contention which was 
tin* work ol Sani-ed-h.twleh, a leather-brained person, the number of whose admirers 
made hi* inclusion in thi> body necessary. This contention lias now been overruled. 

A- reported in a previous telegram. Saui-ed-Dowloli, believing bis life to la* in 
danger, sought hast.at this legation. I received him, but on bis refusal to leave the 
country, and on seeing that lie intended to use us for political and private purposes, I 
turned hint out. 


18822] 


No. 474. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May IS.) 

(No. 405.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , May 18, 1909. 

SITUATION at Urumia. 

1 have received the following telegram from llis Majesty’s consul-general at 
Tahreez, No. 127 of tin* 17th May:— 

“ Four days ago the Russian post left for Urumia with an escort of Nationalists. 
A letter from the same place received to-day makes no mention of Turks, and states 
that tranquillity prevails.” 

The reference is to niv telegram No. 303 of the 5th May. 


F18832] No. 175. 

Sir A. Sica I son to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 18.) 

(No. 202.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Eetersburyh, May 1>, 15)09. 

TABRKFZ. 

To-day M. Teharvkow repeated to me again in conversation the orders which had 
been dispatched from here to General Snersky, in command of the Russian troops at 
Tahreez. I remarked to M. Toharykow that in a very short time the Russian 
Government would doubtless he able to recall their troops from Tahreez, or at any rate 
reduce their number very considerably. To this M. Teharykow replied that it was the 
earnest desire of the Russian Government to do so as soon as it was possible to adopt 
such a course. 


[18830] No. 470. 

Consul -G< anal Cor to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received May 18.) 

(No. 480.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bash ire, May 18, 1909. 

REQUIREMENTS of Oil Company. 

Your telegram of the 29th April to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, repeated to 
me bv the Legation. 

I have to state, in the first place, Mr. Reynolds, the local manager of the Company, 
forwarded to his principals at Glasgow a copy of a. letter, with iiiclosures, which lie sent 
to me oil the 30tli ultimo. Please ask the Company t<> show you a copy of it. 

Although Lieutenant Wilson, of the Oil Guard, has made a careful survey and 
examination of the ground which the Syndicate contemplate acquiring as the site ol 
their refinery, no representative of the latter lias apparently been sent to inspect. Both 
MacDotigal and Wilson, and also apparently Reynolds are of the opinion that 2,000/. 
would not lie an unreasonable sum to ask for as rental ol the ground required, seeing 
that there will Is* more than 100 miles of pipes in the Mohamnierali territory, whereas 
Ibr land required lor 3o miles of pipes in their territory the Syndicate are said to have 
engaged to pav Bakbtiaris 1,000/. per annum. Another consideration to be borne in mind 
is that,according to Lieutenant Wilson’s Report, the land reouired is desirable for purposes 
of agriculture, being eminently irrigable and oultumble, although none of it is at this 
moment under cultivation. 1 append, in abbreviated form, a declaration in writing 
which the Sheikh, on whom I impresse 1 forcibly the duty of behaving handsomely to the 
first extensive British enterprise on bis territory in return for the support and favours 
be |,as so often received from us. has given me. The following are. as la* understands 
them, the requirements of the Oil Company :— 

|. An area of uncultivated! laud through which a line of pipes can Is* passed to 
connect their plants. 

2. A similar area on Abadan Island on which to construct a continuous line of 
buildings with a total frontage extending 2,000 yards along the Shat-ol-Arah Link, and 
having an area of Ono I’.-rsian jareebs, and on which to creel a refinery. 

3. A stiip of land for a right-of-way Connecting the Rahiimshir River with these 
buildings when complete. 
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4. A provision by which, if necessary, more uncultivated land adjacent to the plot 
on Abadan Island can he obtained. Such land to he granted at the same moderate rate 
up to a year from the date of the acquisition of the original plot, and at the correct 
market rate of the time after three years from that date. 

5. A provision enabling the Oil Company to select another urea of the same 
description on the island in tin' event of tin.' area already held by them proving on 
further examination to he unsuitable. 

■ . The Sheikh is, as far as lies in his power, to procure favourable rates for the 
Company, should they desire later on to acquire land on the Kanin, at Ah wax, or at any 
other point for wharves or warehouses. 

As regards the requirements mentioned in I and 2, the Sheikh is prepared to lease 
to the Company land as specified for as long as they may require during the duration of 
their Concession. I le will allow them a good and sufficient title to the lands. This 
undertaking is given on the Sheikh’s own behall and also oil that of his tribesmen and 
descendants. 

As regards the requirements in 3, I, .', and <>, the Sheikh is ready to accede to the 
Compunv's inquests, and offers them the choice of the following alternative terms: 
Kit her an advance payment to he made every ten years of a yearly rent of 650/. ; or, 
instead of this, an advance payment to he made every year of a yearly rent of 1,000/. 

Four conditions are made to these terms, viz. :— 

1. That all the (Company's plant of machinery, workshops, and other erections 
upon the land leased to them shall lapse to the Sheikh when the Company's Concession 
expires. 

2. A guarantee must he given that the employes of the Company will not, without 
the cognizance of the Sheikh, engage tribesmen to work for them, or in any way 
interfere in t rihal affairs. 

3. The Sheikh to he the absolute and sole owner of treasure trove throughout the 
land leased to the Company, 

I. In the event of the prolongation of tin: Concession beyond the original time, the 
Sheikh or his descendants shall reserve the right of concluding terms satisfactory to 
themselves for the further lease id' the buildings, land, &c., to the Company. 

The above is the substance of the Sheikh s declaration. His oiler with regard to 
the rental, which I believe him to have made only out of deference to us. is, i think, 
very liberal when considered on its merits. 

I take it that the Company think that they are enabled by the wording of their 
Concession to consent to the first and fourth of the stipulations made by the Sheikh, 
and if this is, in fact, their opinion, we might perhaps wait for another fifty years until 
the question i- raised again before we intervened between the Persian Government and 
the Sheikh, and it is therefore perhaps not for us now to raise any objection. 1 under¬ 
stand that (he demand of the Sheikh for these two conditions is the result of a 
conversation which he had with Reynolds. 

Please inform Reynolds if you fjllink that tlie Sheikh's declaration, of which I have 
given the substance above, makes it appear that there are satisfactory prospects that 
the Sheikh ami the Company will arrive tit a detailed and formal agreement. Reynolds 
has already a copy of the I teelar.ition, and I have requested him to wait until 1 have 
received an answer from you before continuing the negotiation with the Sheikh, who is 
at this moment absent on a trip mi the Karun. I would suggest that before finally 
deciding on the acquisition of the site in question the l til Company should examine 
vei v closely the advantages and disadvantages of the ground required on Abadan. 
This, I understand from officers on the spot, has not yet been done. 


118331] No. 177. 

('o:i?Hi-(ichcnil Co.r hi S'V litltriirri Grey. — [liecen'eil May IS.) 

(No. 187.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. liuskire, Mini 18, 1009. 

TIIK Sheikh el' Mohammerah, with whom 1 discussed the question of a loan, said 
that uhat lie desired was a loan of ItUKJO/.. repayable in tell years. The sum of 
a,000/. or (i.ltlto/.. which I mentioned to him as the amount which His Majesty s 
Government contemplated, he declared to he inadequate. I believe the t til Company 
were prepared to consider a loan of 2 lakhs. 







[189321 No. 477V 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay.—(Received at Foreign Office May IS.) 


(No. m.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. Bus hire, May 18, 1909. 

MOllAMMEKAH. 

Tin? sheikh wus compelled n short time ago to find a sum of 7,000/. in order to pay 
for his dale garden. Messrs. Wonekhaus, at Bussomh, had often offered to lend him 
money, and on tins occasion Huji Kaitt lKjrrowed for him the 1,000/. which were required 
t" make up the total of7,000/. The sheikh has now promised to have no such dealings 
in t he future, and to pay off* his debt as soon as ho is in receipt of the loan which he is 
now soliciting. 

I pointed out to the sheikh in connection with this matter that, in the eyes of His 
Majesty's Go\ ••riniicut as well as of the general public, he was associated with all the 
dealings of Ilaji Kais, and I made it quite clear to him that it was to his own interest 
us well as to mirs that he should not forfeit our confidence by cultivating undesirable 
rclat ions with foreigners, lie replied that in a matter of this sortie* put himself a 
the hands of His Majesty’s (lovernment, whose advice he desired to follow implicitly. 
The man win. requires our careful supervision is, however, the sheikh's factotum, Ilaji 
Rais, with whom 1 discussed the matter privately in a long conversation. 

lie admitted that though he was primarily an Ordinary merchant his intimate 
relations with the sheikh necessarily resulted in the latter being identified with all his 
own actions, and. this being so, he professed his willingness to act as we considered that 
the best interests of His Majesty's Government and of the sheikh demanded. 

We then spoke of the wharf which had liuen recently built, and which he had 
leased for the sheikh to Messrs. Wonekhaus. He undertook t«* force the latter to give 
up their lease for lack of business in Molminmcnih by means of a systematic lx >y cottage 
(which would defy detect inn) on the part of himself and other merchants on whom he 
could impose his will, lie stipulated, firstly, that 1 should find a British tenant for tin- 
wharf in the • vent of his plan succeeding, who would Ik* willing to pay the same rent ••! 
200 /, year Is . and. ■>eeondly, that I should make good to his son the resignation of the 
agency of the German shipping line, which would Is* involved in the boycott age of 
Messrs Wonekhaus. 

Both tli • sheikh and business of Mohammerah are run by this man, anil I think 
lh.it, Ibra lime at .mv rate, it would be worth our while, if his project succeeds, t.o 
subsidise him as long as tlx position is maintained. The matter could be arranged 
I luoiigh tin- i: l ei mediai v of t he Oil Syndicate in an indirect and convenient manner 

If 11 .i 11 I {a is succeeds in ousting Messrs. Wonekhaus, could not tin- Oil Company 
hi Messrs. Shaw Wallace hi persuaded to lease the wharf at the same rental of *200/ 
per annum V A confidential undertaking t<< this effect on their part would assist 
us greatly In the meantime Ilaji Kais should get to work at once, before 
Messrs. \\ one.khaus's suspicions are aroused. It is highly important that we should 
retain the good-wili and eo-nperation of Ilaji Kais. 

Personally I have no doubt that the sheikh is jM-rfectlv straightforwarcl with us, 
hut our interests demand that there should It a strong and vigilant influence constantly 
at his cIIh'W This inlluencc is to be found in tin* person of His Majesty’s repre¬ 
sentative at Mob iinm- rali, who could both guide the sheikh and keep an eve on 
Ilaji Kais. 


[toto] a ir 
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If 11 is Majesty’s Government agree to adopt this course, I should he glad to be 
informed as soon as possible of the terms on which the money can be provided, the 
n anner in which it will be paid, and the rate of interest; also, seeing that the Sheikh 
has need of money at once, whether the money could Ik.* telegraphed out either to 
Lynch or to the military authorities. There ivould lx* no harm in modifying the 
condition with regard to the period of ten years if it is thought an inconvenient one. 

Please telegraph reply, as I promised the Sheikh that in recommending his request 
l would ask you to reply by telegraph. 


[18949] No. 478. 

Sir A. Xicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 19. 

(No. 260.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Pclersburyh, May 19, 1909. 

COSSACK Brigade at Tehran. 

1 am informed confidentially by M. Telmrvkow that Colonel Margani, who is well 
known to my informant, and was for a long time in Transeaspia, is to succeed Colonel 
l.iakliolV in the command of the Cossack Brigade. Colonel LiakholT is to he given a 
command in Russia. 


[18837] No. 479. 

Consul-General Cor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bush ire. May IS, 1909. 

A PAKISTAN irrigation question. 

The following is the substance of the written undertaking which the Sheikh of 
.Mohammerah has given:— 

1. Ifo presumes that past events would make it necessary to obtain the Persian 
Government's consent before undertaking any scheme which is dependent on the 
miistriietio.il of the dam at Ah wax. If the Persian Government grant a concession for 
'iieh a scheme, the Sheikh stipulates that it should he given in his name, and that the 
Mritish Government shall assist him in obtaining it and refuse their concurrence in 
the event of the concession being granted in any other name whatsoever. On his side 
lie undertakes, once the concession lias been obtained, to apply only to Great Britain 
for the money and assistance of an expert nature which may he necessary for the 
execution of the scheme, not allowing foreign Governments or nationals of a foreign 
country to participate in any way. 

2. lie considers himself entitled to undertake any minor schemes of a profitable 
nature (such as, for instance, modern schemes on the Karuii which cun be carried out 
without necessitating the construction of the dam at Ahwaz, and schemes of irrigation 
from other rivers in his territory, such as the Shaur, llimliau, Kerkha,and .Jarrahig) as 
being ordinary questions of tribal or domestic administration which do not necessitate 
reference to the Treasury of the Central Government. He promises, in the event of his 
undertaking any such scheme, to apply to Great Britain for any outside help of a 
Imancial or export nature which he may require, and to employ jx*rsoiis or syndicates 
iv. •omnionded to him h.v the British Government in preference to foreigners. Hois 
convinced that it i' both the wish and the intention of the British Government to safe¬ 
guard his interests, and it is with this conviction that he gives tin* above undertaking. 


[17553] No. 480. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

So. Oil A 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 19, 1909. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 78 of the* 16th ultimo reporting on the 
situation at Ispahan. 

I shall he glad if you will express to His Majesty's Consul-General at that place 
f Hi 191 3 11 
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my satisfaction at tho successful manner in which lie lias prevented interference with 
the lines of the Imlo-Kuro|>ean Telegraph 1 department. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GlIEV. 


[19031] No. 431. 

India Office to horeitjn Office.—(Heedful May 20.) 

Sir, India Office, May 19, 1909. 

I AM directed to enclose copy of a telegram from the Government of India, stating, 
with rcfurciie.- to tlu; recent decision to withdraw the double company of native infantry 
stationed at Robat since 1909, that they have informed His Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran that the possibility of having in certain contingencies to send the troops hack 
had been foreseen, and that the question would he reconsidered .before the commence¬ 
ment of tin* next aims trallie season. 

Viscount Morley, subject to any observations that Sir E. Grey may have to oll'er, 
proposes to approve the action of the Government of India. 

The (!.e»eminent of India also suggest in their telegram of the 4th May that the 
decision not to increase Irom thirty to forty-live the escort of the consul in Seistan, 
communicat' d !<• them in the Secretary of State’s telegrams of the (ith Janiiarv anil 
30111 Match last, should he reconsidered. On this point Lord Morley would he glad to 
he favoured with Sir E. (Ireys views as to whether recent developments in the political 
position in Persia render it advisable to increase the escort in spite of the obvious 
objections to .suedi a course. 

I am, Ac. 

A. GODLKY. 


Inclosure in No. 181. 

GorcrnmeiU of Indio to Viscount Mode;/. 

(Tclograpliic.) P. May 4, 1209, 

SEE vour telegram of the 30th March as to garrison for llobat. 

His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran has hceii informed, in reply to enquiry, that, 
according to present arrangements, withdrawal of double company of native infantry 
will take place when current arms trallie season conies to an end. On the 30th ultimo 
Minister telegraphed that he hoped to ops would only be removed until next arms trallie 
season commences. Indo-European Telegraph Department would otherwise he in 
difficult position. Kerin m li.-iug nearest place upon wbicti stall'at Debauch could fall 
back. In replv, I have said that possibility had been foreseen of troops having to he 
sent perio lie illy to U ih.it, and that the question would b* considered Indore next arms 
trallie -cason begins. His Majesty's (iovermuent may wish, in view of present state of 
all'airs in Persia, t» reconsider recommendation of Major Kenuion for increase of Seistan 
consular escort. 


[19022 ] No. 482. 

sir (i. Hurd ay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Heedful May 20.) 

(No. KM*,.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , May 20, 1909. 

I’d 'SI 11 PE. 

The bluejackets are bi ing re-embarked. The foreign representatives at Bushiro 
agree that the situation justifies this step, and the Dariga Beggi has assured His 
Majesty's consul-general that he can effectively prevent any recrudescence of disorders. 
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[19023] No- d83. 

Sir G. Ha relay to Sir Edward Grey .— Received May 20.) 

(No. 407.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 20, 1009. 

AT.A-ED-DOWLEH, whom, it will be remembered, ihe Russian Government bad 
mentioned to His Majesty's Government as a desirable governor for Tabreez, lias now 
boon offered the post of governor of Ears. 

Ears greutly needs a strong governor, and if Ala-ed-Dowleli accepts the post, the 
condition of the province should improve. 


119024] No. 484. 

Sir G. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Heedred May 20.) 

I No. JOS.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 20, 1909. 

PERSIAN Cabinet. 

The immediate return of Nasr-ul-Mulk is greatly to be desired. 

Could not the two < ioveiuinonts guarantee his personal safety in ease of necessity ? 
My Russian colleague is telegraphing to ids t lovernment in the same sense. 


[19024] No. 485. 

.'■ir Edir ud Grey to Sir A. Sico’s'jn. 

(No. 0S9.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. , Foreign Office, May W, l\m. t 

AS llie two Legations consider Xasr-ul-Mulk’s return important, His Majestys 
Government would be ready, subject to the concurrence of Russian Government, to 
give assurance suggested in Sir G. Barclays telegram No. 4tt«S *»l Unlay, that, if 
if necessary, Nasr-ul-Mulk should receive protection from the two Legations. 


[19164] No. 489. 

S f r G. Hard'ii / to Sir Edward Grey. — (Receive.i May 21.) 

(No. 409.) 

(Telegraphic ) P. Tf'inni, May 21, 1909. 

THE late Minister of Finance succeeded in obstructing the negotiations as to the 
Arabistaii telegraphs when they were approaching conclusion, and since then the 
disorganisation of the Government has delayed their resumption. 

Now, however, the Minister for Eoivigu Affairs expresses his willingness to sign a 
convention the terms ot which are well within the lines indicated in your telegiain 
No. 30 of the 27th January, with the reservation, necessitated by the spirit of 
articles 23 and 21 of tho now restored constitution, that notes must bo exchanged to 
the effect that the arrangement will not come into force until it has received the 
sanction of tho assembly. 

I am inclined to accept this reservation after consulting Mr. Barker and a person 
who is in close relations with the nationalist party. 


[19167] Ko- 487 '- 

mV (i tlurcltiy to Sir EtIliSm Grey.—(Iteceivcit .Udjf 21.) 

SSsie.) I>. . . Tehran, May 21, 1909. 

IML'EllIAli Comini^SHiMPi' of Oil Syndicate. . . . 

According to information received from the Minister for foreign Allans, 
Siitlik -es-Sultaiieh at present holds this ollice. , 

The payment of IJMidL is, as l previously. telegraphed, to bo made to fcaatl-ud- 
Dowleh. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 221 "f the 3rd May. 
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118949] No. 488. 

Sir liilword (irei, to Sir A. Xicolscm. 

(No. WO.) 

Krelcgraphic.) R. Foreign Office , Mag 21, 1009. 

YOUR telegram No. 200 of the 19th instant : l$Ulssian Commandant over Persian 
Cossacks. 

Please inquire whether Margani will leave the Russian army. 


[192311 No. 189. 

Sir F. Bertie la Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mag 22.) 

(No. 1 OS.) 

Sir, Paris, May 21,1909. 

I IIAYR tla* honour In transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter from the 
Zil-es-Sultan, inclosing a telegram from Persia in regard to the pillage of villages 
lielonging to him. 

II is Royal Highness asks what lie is to do and whether llis Majesty’s Government 
can protect him ellicaeiously. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed } FRANCIS BERT! F.. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1S9. 

Zil-es-Sultan to Sir F. Bertie. 

Excellence, f>, Rue 17 Hard de Joyruse, Paris, le 19 tnai , 1909. 

JR vous envoie la traduction d’une depeelm cpli m’est tuhessce d’Ispahan par un de 
lues tils et. par lues homines d'affaires. 

Ru presence de cette sitmition, quo dois-je faire et votre Gouvcrnenieilt peut-il 
me proti’-ger ellieacenient ? 

Jo sitis art uellement a Paris, mais je le quit tern i sainedi pour Geneve, d’ou je vous 
enverrai moil adresse. 

Yeuillez, &t\ 

(Signe) ZELLE SULTAN. 


IncloMiie 2 in No. lS9. 

Mahmoud Mirza to Zil-es-Sultan. 

(Telegraphique.) Ispahan, le 17 nwi, 1909. 

LRS Khadjehave Mookovey (trilm situee eiitre Uakhtyaris et Fara'idan dTsjialmn), 
a rinstigatioii d'Rniir MotUkham (chef des troupes du Seliah envoy yes vers Ispahan), out 
pilh : des villages appurtenant a votiv Altesse, Nolls avons telegraphic' a Teheran, 
mais n'avoiis reeii qifune reponso evasive Co sont les villages de norliornud et de 
Rerai'dait. Malgiv I'amnistii*. ils ne veiileiit pas quitter le pays, et coiitinuent les 
depredations. 


[19322] No. 490. 

Sir .1. Ni col SOU la Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mag 22.) 

(So. 207.') 

(Telegraphic.) I*. St. Peterslnmjh , May 22, 1909. 

XASIMI.-MCI.K. Your telegram No. osi) of the 21st May. 

M. TeharykolT agrees with the suggestion that assurances should he given to 
Xasr-ul-Mulk, and inslruetions have been telegraphed to the Russian Ambassador in 
Paris to give such assurances conjointly with his British colleague, and to urge 
Xasr-ul-Mulk not to delay his departure lor Tehran any longer. 
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[18837] No. 491. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 255.) 

(Telegraphic.) P Foreign Office , May 22, 1909. 

FOLLOWING arc my comments on undertaking given by Sheikh of Mohammcrah 
with regard to Arabistan irrigation (see Cox’ telegram No. 496 of the ISth instant): - 

It would in any ease have been necessary to have seemed the assout of Persian 
Government, and, especially in view of the fact that the Shah has agreed to establish a 
Constitution, care must be taken not to make trouble between the Persian Government 
and the Sheikh. 

I consider the Sheikh’s proposals, reported in paragraph 3, to be satisfactory. It 
would he advantageous to secure the Concession for the Sheikh, and an opportunity 
must be created Tor doing so; in this way we should both expose ourselves less to 
puli h criticism, and avoid dilliculties with the Medjliss as regards Concessions to 
foreigners. One question, however, presents itself, namely, whether it is advisable 
entirely to exclude foreign capital, as the necessity of compounding with the Dutch 
cum < ysionnaire is a contingency which cannot he entirely excluded. Please acquaint 
til- with your views on this question. 

I think that Sheikh’s offer in paragraph 4 may bo accepted, as otherwise these 
miner points might he given to foreigners. Moreover, the Sheikh evidently considers 
it unnecessary to consult the Persian Government upon them, and in ease of necessity 
will not Ik* difficult to come to an understanding with Persian Government on the 
subject if they raise objections later on. 

W hat are your views on the above and also on the question of German competitions 
>. i Cox’ No. 494 of the LSth instant) ? Please reply by telegram; 


[19326] No. 492. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eilward Grey.—(Received May 23.) 

(Telegraph icj P. Gulahch , May 23, 1909. 

\\ OXCKllAl’S’S wharf at Mohammcrah. 

The arrangement with Ilajji Rais, proposed in telegram No. 109 of the 18th May 
Ir-iui IIL Majesty’s consul-general, Bushirc, appears to me rash. If it were to become 
kt!"\vn, the Germans would have cause of reasonable complaint, and its execution 
would give Ilajji Rais an undesirable hold over us. 

A strong and vigilant consul should he able to direct tho sheikh and comlmt the 
fljorts ‘>f his underling towards strengthening the German position, and 1 should he 
'h'posed to rely oil the efforts of a consul of this character for the combating of 
1 "Titian inllueiice. 


19327 


No. 493. 


I No. 112.) 


Sir G. Bmclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received Mag 23.) 


1 Telegraphic.) P. 

PEOPO.SRD recall of Zil-es-Sultan. 


Tehran , May 23, 1909. 


I he Shah has expressed a desire to recall his uncle and appoint him governor of 
N'ihan. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, in communicating this to me, asked 
w G |h.'r his Imperial Highness’s return would be objectionable to the two Governments. 
Russian colleague and I have not replied. 

t hi a former <>coasioii, when lie was governor of Ispahan, the Russian Legat ion had . 
'hlSictihies with him. I hey would ho opposed to his reappointment to that post. 

I have talked over the matter with M. Sablinc, ami I should he disposed to replv 
Ul1 hs no objection to Zil-os-Sultan's return if his Imperial Highness is made 
'« r:ior of Far*. 


Ala-ed-Dowleh, who had been offered this post, has refused it, and tho appoiut- 
: "- 1 ' "1 Zil-es-Sultan would offer the best chance of quieting the province and of 
r ' -t -ring the security of tho roads. 

[1049] 3 i 
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11 in return would naturally annul the guarantees given him by M. do Martwig and 
Mr. Marling, but unless this fact were emphasised to him he would probably ignore it 
and obey the Shah’s summons to return. 


[193281 No. 494. 

.Sir (i. liar cl mi to Sir ltd war,I (hey.—(Received May 23.) 

(No. 113.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1*. Tehran , May 23, 1909. 

ON the 20th May His Majesty’s ship “ Fox” left llushire for Muscat. 


[193291 No. 495. 

Sir (i. Barclay to Sir Edu ard drey.—(licet iced May 23.) 

(Nr,. 111., 

(Telegraphic.) I 1 . Tehran, May 23, 1909. 

< I EXERAL situation. 

His Majesty’s vice-consul at Reslit report^ an improvement in the attitude of 
Caucasians there. Mv Russian colleague has received information to the same effect 
Iron, Ka/.vin. M. Sal,line is in communication with his tlovernment as to the advisa¬ 
bility of granting passports to these men which will enable them to return to their own 
country. 

I learn from Ilis Majesty’s consul-general at Ispahan that the Bakhtiari chiefs - 
although differences still exist between them are entirely satisfied with a letter 
addressed to them by the Shall. They intend to disband the greater part of their 
troops as soon as possible. 

1 he committee for the elaboration of the electoral law is already far advanced in 
its w >rk. 

Xrgotiati&ns concerning the Russian advance arc proceeding between that legation 
and tin* Persian t lovernment. Thu uses to which the money is intended to be put are 
the payment of tlie troops and diplomatic service. 

Gnly fit),000/. is, I understand, to be advanced at iirst. 


[19325) No. 496. 

Sir A. Sicohou to Sir Edward Grey .— Received day 23.) 

(No. 270.) * * 

(Telegraphic.) lb St. Prtersburyh, May 23, 1909. 

Ah telegram No. 255 [of the 11th instant] and your telegram No. 1382 [of the 
17th instant j. 

Following is translation of draft communication suggested by Russian (lovernment, 
of which I am sending French text by post to-day:— 

" I’crsia h»r several years past has been a prey to an internal struggle. Animated 
bv locliugs of true friendship towards that country, Russia and Great Britain have used 
all their influence in order to assist in calming the troubles by which she is torn. 
Their efforts have nm been in vain ; unite recently Shah, following advice of the two 
Governments, lias decided to re-establish constitutional regime and to grant to his 
people reforms with a view to restoring calm to the country. 

In order to facilitate success of Shah’s efforts to secure peace, tin* consular 
representatives of Great Britain and Russia are instructed to appeal to the patriotic 
sentiments of the spiritual chiefs of the Shiah community, which are well known among 
Mussulmans | V of the] Fast, and to influence which they exercise among their co¬ 
religionists. 

“These representatives therefore ask Mujtchids of Kerhela and Nejof to lend their 
energetic support to this humanitarian object. In exhorting all parties of Persians to 
abandon fratricidal struggle, and, in giving them wise advice, to exercise moderation, 
the venerable Mujtehids will contribute largely to the lmppjness of their beautiful 
country, which lias suffered so much from the troubles of recent years, and will at last 
restore to it the order and calm so ardently desired hv the Persian people.” 



Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 23.) 


(S o.72.) , v ^ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Paris, May 23, 1909. 

I LEARNT from the Russian Ambassador last night that the Russian Government 
and the British Government wishing that the Nasr-ul-Mulk should become a member 
of the Persian Cabinet, the Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs had telegraphed 
instructing linn to conceit with me for putting pressure on the Nasr-ul-Mulk to go 
at mice to Tehran, andif he hesitated to do so to give him an assurance of Russian 
an«l British protection. M. de Nelidow had seen Nasr-ul-Mulk, who told him that 
tin* Shall had not made him any definite offer. 

1 am to receive a visit to-morrow morning from tho Nasr-ul-Mulk. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey. —(Received May 21.) 

(No 91.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 5, 1909. 

I HAVF kept- you fully informed by telegraph ot* the events following upon the 
audience of the -2nd instant, at which the two Representatives tendered to the Shull 
tin* ndvicO;$aflfled u]h»i hv His Majesty’s Government and the Russian Government, 
hut for facility of reference it seems desirable that I should now record them as briefly 
as possible in narrative form. 

On the day following the audience the Minister for Foreign Affairs, by command of 
the Shall, visited the two Representatives at the Russian Legation and told them that 
His Majestv was still disipiieted as to the danger of disturbances if he followed the 


Ibr his safety and throne. We replied that we could not give Imn anv assurances 
Ia-yond those given in Uecemher Inst,and we pointed out that the liest security that the 
Shall could have lay in following the advice we hail tendered to him the day before. 
Ilis Excellency then told us that tin* Shall needed more than the 100,900/. promised 
him. We reminded his Excellency that our programme held out hope of more than the 
100,000/., and we added that when the Assembly was working and the Finaneial 
Administration had been reformed tin* two Representatives would do their best to 
G'ilitate a substantial loan t<» tin; Persian Government, the need for wmoh was well 
known to us. 

On the following morning a Council was held, at which the Shall, bis Ministers and 
"tliers were present, to discuss our programme. Suad-ed-Dowleh visited me in the 
afternoon to sav that lie bad vigorously urged the acceptance of our advice, and though 
In* had been strongly opposed by the reactionaries present, lie believed the Shall would, 
in tin* end, Is* guided by him. 

On the 25th Suad-ed-Dowleh sent for the two dragomans and expressed the desire 
t" discuss with them the details of the execution of the programme. His Excellency 
was told that before we could go into details the Shall must officially signify b s 
acceptance of our advice. 

Meanwhile, the news of the impending arrival of Russian troops in Azerlmijun bad 
I' .tehed Tehran, and Taki 35nde and the Local Assembly of Tnbreez proceeded to use it 
as leverage in negotiat.oiis with the Shall, which resulted on the 25th in the grant of a 
truce fin* an indefinite period, facilities for the introduction of food into the town,and on 
the 20th in an amnesty for all in Tahreez. The events which led up to the dispatch ui 
Russian troops across the frontier are narrated in a separate despatch. The matter is 
"lily mentioned here liecnusc of its influence as reinforcing our representations. It was 
j'reliably the fiist time that the Shah realized that Russian intervention need not nece- 
*• uily 1 m* in his favour; hut though the intervention saved Tnbreez, I cannot say that 
*ts effect "ii the Shah's attitude towards our representations lias Iw.-en yet as complete as 
• ne could have wished. 

Sittings of the Council of Ministers, with the addition of some of the Sliuh'f 
unofficial reactionary advisers, were held on the 25th, 20th, and 27th, at which Saud- 
•'l-Howleh did his utmost t<> conduit the counsels of 
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wInMi the artificial demonstration against the Nationalists, engineered at Bagh-i-Shah 
by the Court party, gave the Shun a pretext for suppressing it. As there was now 
good reason to Ixdievc that the Shall was again about to ptdilish this totally inadequate 
measure in the liope of escajiing fioiu tie* full execution of our programme. my Russian 
colleague and I informed Ilis Majesty through the Sand-ed-L)owleli that such a step 
would he inconsistent with our programme, and Would in no way improve the situation. 
We pressed for a definite answer to our rcpii-sOn tat ions. 

On the 21)tli the Legations learnt that the Shall had dismissed the Grand Vizier 
and Amir Bahadur Jang front their posts in the Cabinet and appointed his own uncle 
and father-in-law, Nuib-es-Sul tune h. Prime Minister with the portfolio of* war. Xai’b-es- 
Sultuiieh is a reactionary of the most stubborn type, and although he has not been 
recently a mcmlx*r of tbe Ga billet. be has had an in mien ce quite as lianeful ns that of 
Amir Bahadur Jang. After consultation with my Russian colleague we agreed to inform 
the Shall in writing, through Suud-cd-Dowlcb, that Naib-es-Sultanch’s presence in the 
Cabim-t was altogether iuueeiqliable. We again pressed for an answer to our represen- 
tat ions, a,ml warned til** Shall that if we had not received one bv the 2nd May we should 
ask fur another audit nee. 

I Curly next morning we learnt from Suad-edI )owleh that he had l»een summarily 
dismi.--*M 1 from tin* ('aliinei. Bdieving this step to lie due to tlie firm stahd lie had 
taken during tin* few days pivivding in favour of tin* Shah’s accepting our programme, 
and I’ediug that bis dismissal, coupled with Nailees-Sultniicli's appointment was 
calculated to east ridieuli* on tin 1 ivprcsculutions of the two Rowers, we decided to 
maki* a strong protest, and we dispatched tin* two dragomans to Bagh-i-Shah to state 
to tin* Shah that unless Xaib-es-Sultaneb was at once dismissed and Saud-ed-Dowleli 
reinstated wi* should telegraph to our Governments that the measures taken by the 
Shall showed clearly that Ilis Majesty bad rejected our advice. I inclosed a Memo¬ 
randum by Mr. Ghmvhill giving an account of this audience; you will see that it. was 
made quite clear to 11 is Majesty that the two Roweis had no intention to force their 

advice upon him. lie was .. to follow it or to reject it. but Sandeil-Uowleh was 

indispensable for any Reform Cabinet, and therefore his dismissal, if persisted in. showed 
that Ilis Majesty rejected one of the essential parts of our programme. What passed 
at tlii-- audience evidently made a deep impression, for early next morning N; ibes- 
Sullaneli sent for Mr. Clmrehill. and. while protesting that he was m>t u reactionary, 
u'-siireiI him that he would not accept the place in the Cabinet as the two Legations 
were s<i strongly opposed to him. 

It had. as y..u are aware. I.. tbe intention of the two Legations not to discuss 

any details of I lie programme until the Shall bad officially signified bis acceptance. Ilis 
Majesty s action, however, laid made it in our opinion necessary to show our baud and 

laid even led us to ex.d our instructions. Those instructions only authorized tts to 

suggest privately the composition of the Cabinet. We laid already gone further in 
hringine st r>*ng pressure to bear upon t he Shall to reinstate Saud-ed I )ow leh, and we 
|e|i that .is we had gone one step in the direction of discussing details it would he 
desirable that we should not only mention Saud-ed-Dowleh as indispensable to the 
desired lb-form t'.ihiiiet. but also Naser-ul-Mulk, and to state to the Shall point blank 
that unless be fbrtliwith appointed these two |<» the Cabinet the two Rowers would 
consider he had rejected their advice ; w«* lelt that such a communication would put the 
Shah’s sincerity to (be test and Would show at nlicc whether it Would serve any useful 
purpose ii. persevere in pressing tin* programme upon him. The proposed step, however, 
went so far beyond the line nf private suggestion laid down lor us that we felt we 
could not make the communication indicated without authorization, and we accordingly 
telegraphed on the 1st May, describing the situation which laid arisen and asking 
instructions. Late in the evening of that day I received a \isii from an Emissary 
I rout the Ralaee who . tire,I me that the Shall did in fact accept our programme 
l hough he wished Ibr explanations on certain points. lb* consulted me as to the form 
in which the Shah's oflicial acceptance should lie conveyed to us. I gave him n<> 
definite answer, but after consulting mv Russian colleague the following du\\ sent for 
tbf Emissary again and gave him a formula which we were prepared to regard as an 
official acceptance. | told him tbat though, if it were not sigm-l by Saud-ed-Howleh 
as Minister for foreign Affairs, the Shall would lie laying up great difficulties for 
himself when it came to executing the programme, yet, provided that the note was 
signed by an official of whose charge of the foreign Office we bad liccn olliciullv 
informed, we should regard it of a formal notification of the Shah's acceptance of our 
adv ice. 

•hi tie* Itli instant we received « notification that the Under-Secreturv of Stale 
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was for the time directing the affaire of the Ministry, and an hour or two afterwards a 
communication on the lines suggested reached this Legation. In it the Under-Secretary 
of State stated that the Shah accepted our advice, but desired explanations on certain 
pointsof detail which might l>o given by the Representatives to Delegates from the 
Palace at an informal meeting. We have taken act of this communication and asked 
that an hour may 1 h* fixed for the meeting. 

Meanwhile, notwithstanding the official announcement that the Shah accepts our 
advice Amir Bahadur Jang, though dismissed from the Ministry of War, still remains 
at Bugh-i-Slmh as commander of the Shah’s hodv-gnard, and Naih-es-Sultaneh, against 
whose appointment to the Oubinet we had protested, still appears to he officiating as 
president of the Council and Minister of War. We had intimated to the Shah that on 
|,is oiKeiallv’ signifying his acceptance of our advice we should lx* in a jxisition to give 
him in writing the assurances given him verbally by the dragomans last December, but 
ia view’ of these tangible proofs of Ilis Majesty's continued stubbornness, we have 
thought it well to postpone* the fulfilment of our promise. 

To-day, however, on his birthday the Shah has taken a step in the right direction 
by issuing a rescript promising a Constitution. The Decree, an English summary of 
which I inclose, descnlx*s the Constitutitnul principle as the best foundation for the 
security of the people and for the reorganization of the Government and the State, and 
tix'-s a date for elections to lx* held according to an Electoral Law shortly to he published. 
1'ast experience leaves one sceptical us to the Shah's sincerity of purpose, lmt tbe 
Revive is in itself so far satisfactory that it contains nothing incompatible with the 
execution of the programme of reforms reeommeuded by the two Powers. 

1 lmvc, &c 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY 


Inelosme 1 in No. IDS 
Meinoi'iiiHluin In/ Mr. Chur chill. 

M. BARANOWSKY and 1 saw the Shah at 7 i\m., and mv Russian colleague, 
who acted as spokesman, said :— 

•• \\ e apologise for troubling your Majesty at so late an hour, but we are deputed 
by the British Minister and the Russian Charge d*Affaires to tell your Majesty that 
unless you immediately dismiss Xaib-es-Sultaiieii and reinstate Suad-ed-Dow leh tfie two 
Representatives will lx* compelled, by to-morrow at noon, to telegraph to their Govern- 
inents that your Majesty has taken measures which show clearly that your Majesty has 
in intention of following the friendly advice of the two Rowers.” 

Ilis Majesty asked bv what right such a step would lx* taken, lie had accepted 

• I"* advice and bad acted upon it. How could lie he forced to have a Minister for 
l "i * igii A Hairs who w as personally disagreeable to him i 

To all these questions M. Larunowskv replied that our instructions were to give 
lb- Majesty the above message, and we wen* not authorized to say any more. 

Tin* Shull, however, was very persistent, and declared that the two Representatives 
1 ; d not telegraph that he refused the advice of the two Rowers in the face of his 
ofii'Mnl declaration to tin* contrary. 

I said that tin* proper ehnimel for such a communication to the two Legations was 
N . i 'd-Dowh*Ii, tbe Minister for foreign AI fairs. 

The Slinli said that he would tell the two Representatives, through II- -who, he 
|' -min'd, came in an official rapacity-— that be accepted the advice as laid down in the 
" n'-entations and he had earned out most of its provisions already, lb- Imd dismissed 
Mi'-liir-es-Su)tan<‘]i and Amir Bahadur, In* had given an amnesty, and In* was preparing 

• i Electoral Law; but In* found nothing in the representations which justified us in 
i i -mg Saud-ed-Dowleh upon him. NnVh-es.Suit and i would not In* in the Cabinet, hut 
l< was determined Hot to have Sa.nl-i*d-IJowleli. 

M. Bara now.sky said that, in that case, at noon the following day the two Uepre- 
- ntatives would telegraph accordingly to their two Governments. 

The Shah said we were using unite force and that he apparently was no longer 
is ; that we must choose lx*tweeu himself and Suud-eiI-Dowleh. 

I took the opportunity of saying that the two Governments had no desire to force 
lh> Majesty to do anything— that, in fact, such an attitude was very much the reverse 

• tin* attitude of the two Governments. His Majeslv had been given friendly advice 
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which, if! he followed it, would lead to financial assistance on our part. lie was, 
however, quite at liberty to reject the advice and to go his own way. 

To this His Majesty repjted that he would never reject the friendly advice of the 
two Powers. He had, in fact, accepted it, and would carry it out. All he asked was 
that they should give in on this small point, us he could not possibly get oil with Suad. 
ed-l)owleh f who was personally distasteful to him and in whom lie had no confidence. 

M. Barunowskv said that In* was mistaken as to Suad-ed-Dowleh, who was, in fact, 
tin.* only man available who could carry out the programme of’ reforms on constitutional 
lines. I added that the choice of a reactionary such as N.ub-es-Sultnneh and the 
dismissal of Saad-ed-Dowluli proved clearly that His Majesty had no intention of 
carrying out the advice given to him. lb* bad not as yet signified bis acceptance, nor 
bad be pro|H*rly carried out tin* provisions of, the programme. 

The Shah then asked us who were tin* persons the two Legations had confidence 
in. To which we replied that when the formal acceptance of His Majesty had reached 
tin; two Representatives they would then, and then only, enter into details. 

M. Barunowskv then reminded the Shah that his Legation had clearly told His 
Majestv that thev would not consent to the dismissal of Saad-ed-I)owleh, but he had 
taken t his step all the same. Now he would have to reverse it, or the two Legations 
would most certainly telegraph at noon the following day that lie had rejected their 
advice. 

The Shah, however, remained firm to the end, and we took our leave at 7*45 I\m. 

(Signed) G. L\ CHURCHILL, 

Oriental Secretary. 

Tehran , April 30, 11)01). 


Inclosuiv. 2 in No. 198. 

I m/a rial It (‘script , dated May a, 1909. 

i Translation.) 

AS it is necessary for the arrangements necessary to the State and the necessities 
of the people to put in order the Government Administrations, mid as so far those 
Administrations have not I icon properly organized, and the disorganization of the 
Aduiiiiistrations has brought about all kinds of difficulties and disturbances, and as day 
by day the bonds of security and order are being torn further apart ; therefore, in order 
to introduce order into the Government Administrations, ibe constitutional principle, 
which is the best foundation for the security of tie* people and for reorganizing the 
Government and State, has from this day, the 5th May, ID09, been commanded by us 
to he instituted, so that the Heputies of the people and the learned ones of the State 
should come to an agreement with the Government as to a settlement of existing 
difficulties, the drawing up of laws in accordance with the necessities of the dear 
Kntliorlund, the necessities of the time, and the limitations of the Islamic faith. 

| Here follows further verbiage.] 

Therefore, on the I9th.)ulv, 1909, the Heputies of the kingdom must he elected, 
in accordance with an Electoral Law which will Ik* shortly published, and will assemble 
at Tehran as soon as possible in • rder to assist in bringing about the progress and 
happiness of 1 lie State. 

(Signed) MOHAMMED A LI SHAH KAJAM. 


[193421 No. 199. 

• N 'f r A Suolson tn Sir Edward (ircij. — \ Received Maij 21.1 

(No. 307.) 

Sir. St. Petprsburijh, May 15, 1909. 

I T< >LU M. Teharykoif yesterday that His Majesty’s Government were ii"t 
disposed to make any advance tin- Persian Government until it was sanctioned bv a 
National \ssemhly. At the same time I thought that I should point out to him that 
ii would he wise, in present circumstances, to he exceedingly cautious in making any 
advance to the Persian Government. It was true that the Shah had made promises 
and had also followed thendvie* of the two Governments, Htill there was no absolute 
certainly that if la* were furnished with iuuds he might not utilize thorn for tbo 
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purpose of endeavouring to effect a return to the old regime. If the arrears due to 
tin* Tehran troops were paid the latter might perhaps be used for suppressing the 
Nationalists. , m , ... 

M. Teharykoif said that the payment of arrears to the Tehran troops would, he 
considered, prevent them from taking to pillage and running riot ; and that it was 
proposed to pay off the troops of the Ain-ed-DowMi and disband them. 'I his latter 
he was of opinion, was eminently desirable. In any case he could assure me that 
M. Sabliue would keep Sir G. Barclay fully informed of every step that was taken and 
wrt ,ild be only too happy to listen to any advice which Sir G. Barclay might give him. 
p was essential that the two Governments should act in complete unison. At the 
same time it was really necessary to furnish some funds to tide over the present period 
nil to give some confidence to the Shah. It was the "last chance «*l the latter, and 
if the course which lie had been induced by the two Governments to follow were to tail 
he were to be dethroned the situation would become exceedingly complex. The 
proposal of His Majesty’s Government to place the Russian share o! the advance to the 
j,tint account of the two Legations was not feasible, but short of this the Russian 
iinvemment were as anxious as ever to act in the closest co-operation with His 
Majesty’s Government. ... 

| told him that in'* Government had noted with satisfaction that M Sabliue would 
keep Sir G. Barclay fullv informed of all the steps which he might take as regards the 
disbursements of the advance. 

1 asked him if lie had anv news as to what the Sipahdar was doing and whether 
hcc^msidercd that he would advance on Tehran M. Tclmrvkotl replied that la* had no 
anxiety oil that score The men with the Sipahdar were only partially armed ; they 
hi,.I in front of them 100 Persian (Wack.s with, lie believed, some guns and the 
Ain-ed-l)owleh was hurrying up with 100 more Persian Cossacks with guns in their 
rear. An attack on Tehran was therefore impiolmhle. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLS ‘X. 


[19343] Xo. 500. 

Sir A. Stco 1 son to < ir Edwind Grc . — [Received May 21.) 

No. 308. Conli leutial.) 

fcfir- St, Petes sburrjh, May 15, 1909. 

M. TCIlARYKtHV told me yesterday that the Epiperor was desirous that 1 
should Ik* kept fullv informed of all that passed in regard to Persia, and that His 
Majestv bad therefore ordered him to read to me certain telegrams which bad passed 
I .•■tween His Majesty and the Shall. On the 2nd instant the Slmh telegraphed that 
In* was about to proclaim bis intention of convoking an Assembly, and that be was 
reorganizing bis Ministry and calling together certain personages to elaliorate an 
Kleetoral Law without delay. The Shall asserted bis intention of following the friendly 
ii.lvice which had been given to him by the Russian Government, and stated that lie 
would send a private and personal message through the Russian Charge d’Aflaires. 
Hie Emperor had waited a few days for this message, but, ns none came. His Majesty 
telegraphed on the I 1 th instant to express bis satisfaction with the measures which the 
Shah was taking to introduce a liberal regime, and wishing him every success in bis 
praisewortbv intentions. <>u the 12th instant the Sliah telegraphed announcing the 
measures wfiicli had already been taken, and asking that the Emperor would extend 
bis protection to him, bis family, and bis country. The Emperor replied on the 
following dev, reiterating bis satisfaction at the course which the Shall was following, 
and stating that His Majesty could rely on his benevolent friendship and full sympathy. 
The Emperor, M. Tclmrykow observed, had carefully avoided using the word protection 
hi his reply, but bad thought it desirable to give the Shall every encouragement. It 
was necessary to keep the Shall, if possible, on the throne, as, were lie to disappear, the 
"itnation would be greatly complicated. 

I asked M. Tclmrykow to convey to the Emperor mv respectful thanks for His 
Majestv’s gracious confidence, which I was sure would Ik* appreciated by my Govern* 
incut* 

M. Telmrvkow said that he would like t*i tell me that last March the Russian 
I ‘■•nsoUGeiieru’l at Bagdad Imd telegraphed suggesting that tie* Mujtoliids of Nejef 
might perhaps be ivutiosted t»» use their influence towards pacifying the population. 









These personages hail Ix-en approached through tin* Persian Emliassy at Constantinople, 
hut tliev had then stated that it was necessarv that the Shah should convoke an 
Assembly, proclaim an amnesty, &c. The matter hail then dropped ; lmt now that the 
Shah had Up lied the recpiiivments of’ the Mujtehids, perhajKi they might lx? induced to 
take steps towards impressing on tin- Persian population that they should meet the 
Shah’s measures in a conciliatory disposition, and do what they could to assist His 
Majesty in carrying out the reforms which he was desirous of initiating. It might, 
M. Tehurvkow continued, 1 m- possible for the Russian and British Amlmssadors at 
Constantinople to 1 m- authorized to issue instructions to tin- Russian and British 
Cdnsulx-tieneral at Bagdad to make a communication to the .Mujtehids somewhat in 
the alx»ve sense, and, if Ilis Majesty’s (Government approved of the idea, he would 1m- 
ready to submit, for their consideration, the draft of a communication which the 
Ambassadors might Ik- instructed to transmit to the Con.suIx-Genernl at Bagdad 
I told M. Tehurvkow that I would convey his suggestion to you. 

I have, Sc, 

(Signed; A. NI COLSON. 


L193441 No. 501. 

S<r .1. Xirolson to > ir Edward Grey. —(Received May 21.} 

(No any..) 

Sir, *S/. Petcisburtjh) May 15, 11)09. 

AT mv interview yesterday with M. TcharvkofV, he mentioned to me that the news 
which he had received from Tnlm-oz was satisfactory. The Endjumen was disarming 
the population and also compelling the Kussiun revolutionaries to hand over their 
arms. The Russian authorities wore convinced that tin- attack on the Russian 
sentrv was perpetrated by llussian revolutionaries, and not by the Persians, ami 
the latter wen- actively searching for the guilty parties. M. J’uhurykoffWid that 
it was desirable that the Persian Government should appoint a Governor without 
delay, as at present there was no authority with which todeal. I told him that Sir G. 
Bare av had Im-i-ii instructed t«» support M. Sahline in urging tin* appointment on the 
Persian Guveinuient, lull that, of course, it was necessary that the Governor should Ik- 
a man who would Im- acceptable to the Nationalists. M. Teliarykolfagreed, and asked 
what I thought of the Ala-ed I )nwleh, who was at present at Berlin. He was a 
liht-ral man, and though tin- two Governments hud limited themselves to privately 
suggesting the names of individuals for the Cabinet and tin- Council which was 
elaborating the Electoral Law. perhaps they might contrive to indicate unofiicially the 
name of tin- Ala-ed-lfowh-h as Governor of Tahreez. I said that I did not recollect 
the antecedents of that gentleman, hut that I would convey his suggestion to you. 
It was possible that the two Representatives might have a more suitable candidate 
in view. 

< »n my return home 1 found Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 1391, whicli repeated 
a telegram from Mr. Consul-General Wratislau. stating that the demand of the 
Russian (ieneral for an indemnity of 10.non tomans and instantaneous disarmament 
had caused much perturhation. 1 therefore wrote a private letter to M. Tcharvkolf. 

givihu him tie- snbuaiu.f Mi. Wratislaw’s telegram, and saving that this was the 

tii'st lime that I had heard of >a request for an indemnity, ami that I had understood 
from him on a previous occasion that the General would only demand the disarmament 
of ti .- Rusdan revolutionarit--, a- the Russian G>.\ eminent (ns he had then stated) had 
nothin.: to do with, tin Perdau Nationalists. I have the honour to transmit copy of 
tin- I'epiV which I rerrived as| Jiigllt lV« Oil M . Tehlirv kofjv 

I should have thought that the more correct course Would have been lot* the 
Rii' -'.iu t loM-riiineiit to have made any requests which tliev might consider desirable 
to the Persian Government through the usual diplomatic chutuiels, as it appears tome 
that the Rus h.n General C assuming mi authority which is hardly in accordance with 
the instructions with which we were told he was originally furnished. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) A. N1C0LS0N. 
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Inclosure in No. 501. 

M. Telia rykoff' to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Hear Sir Arthur, 1 (14), 1909. 

YOUR telegram from Tahreez refers to an anterior phase of the question. The 
(i.-acral in command of our detachment had required within forty-eight hours, an 
indemnity (in Russian “schtraf,” »>., •* amende ”) of 10,000 tomans and the disarma¬ 
ment of all the revolutionaries. 

We however, advised by telegraph that only the Russian subjects should l>e 
disarmed and expelled, and that, if this was done, no indemnity should he required. 

Now our Consul telegraphs that the General will not require the indemnity in full, 
if a reasonable part of it lie paid up within the prescribed limit <>l time ; that the 
revolutionaries have begun to disarm of their own accord seven days ago, and are 
m gin<r tile Russian subjects to do likewise, and that many are doing so and leaving 
Tahreez; and lastly, that the indemnity will he paid by those who have not yet given iq* 
j|,cir arms. Thus* our advice has not been followed out entirely, hut it is necessary 
to give the general in command a good deal of latitude for the protection of the safety 
of Ins troops. , 

All these details have been telegraphed in good time to Benckendoru, tor the 
information of your Government, and it is only now after receiving our Consuls answer 
that 1 am able to tell you of the outcome. 

Yours. &c. 

(Signed) TGHARYKOFF. 


[19346] No. 502. 

Sir A. Xicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 21.) 

No. 812. Confidential.) 

sj,- t SI. Petersburgii , May 10, 1909. 

M. TCIIARYKOFF asked me to call upon him yesterday afternoon. He said 
that he had received mv letter on the previous evening regarding the action of the 
Russian General at Tahreez in requesting the payment of a fine and immediate dis¬ 
armament. lie lmd sent me a replv, hut he wished to tell 1111*1 confidentially how 
m (iters stood. I had perhaps gathered from his letter (copy of which I had the honour 
t-» transmit in my despatch No. 809 of the 15th instant) that there was some friction 
h- tween tin* Ministrv for Foreign Allairs anil the Viceroy of the Caucasus and the 
Russian General. The fact was that the two latter authorities did not receive with 
much good will tin? instructions which were conveyed to them, and considered that 
• msiderahle latitude should In-accorded to them in their execution of the general orders 
which tliev had received. Moreover the relations Imtwei-n the ("-uer.-d and the Russian 
<'"hsul at Tabn-ez apparent I v were not harmonious. It was, M. Icharykoll said, very 
iii-,-,*.ssi,rv that the General should understand that he was in a friendly country for 
. -i tain (iinited objects, and should act with tact and caution, lie was to speak with 
tii.. prime Minister that evening and lie hoped that matters would In- put on a salis- 
tV n.rv looting. Ih- had not intended saying anything to me on these matters ol a 
i.-irelv domestic and intimate eliaracter, hut after my letter to him he had decided to 
Ih mi) know how matters really stood. 

I 10 UI M. Telmrvkoll' that I Imil gat listed relations were not working quite 

... 111 v : nml I had linen surprised to hear not only that an imle.. or line lmd 

I.'.‘ii exacted, lmt tlmt tile 1 -ersia.it also were Ix'ing disarmed. He lmd said nothing to 
me as to a line, and lie lmd stated tlml the disarmament was to Is: applied to the 

|:„«iim subjects ah.. as he had rightly ..Wed that the General had nothing 

t■. d,t with the Persian Nationalists. 1 earnestly trusted that orders would Is- sent to 

la ,•], the General strietlv within the limits ol'his'original instructions. 

M. TchaivknlV said that after the attack on the sentry the General doubtless 
• .iisideivd that he must take steps lor the protection of his troops, and must immWM OJi 
tlie papulation that similar attacks must not occur in the future. 1 remarked that I 
Valid have thought that the General of Ills own initiative should not nave imposed a 
heiivviinoon the iolmhitants indiscriminately, but that if any indemnity were considered 
i.-is,rv it should have hcen re.piested through the ordinary diplomatic channels ol the 
Persian Government. 


[tew] 


3 L 
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Later in the day I received Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 394, repeating the 
information which In- had received from Mr. W ratisluw as to the patrolling of the 
streets, demolition of barricades, and other arbitrary measures taken by the Itussian 
General. I wrote a letter to M. Tcharykolf calling his attention to the action of the 
General; and I beg, leave to inclose a copy of my communication as well as of the reply 
which 1 received from his Excellency early this morning. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSOX. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 502. 

Sir A. Nicohon to A/. Tchnrykoff. 

Bear M. Tchurykom St. Petersburg !/, May 2 (15), 1909. 

SI N( 'K seeing yon this afternoon a telegram from Tahreez has ljeen repeated to 
me, to which I should wish to draw your serious attention. It appears that the streets 
are putiolhsl day and night by Russian soldiers and that the latter are blowing up 
luirricades which the Nationalists were beginning to remove themselves. I am much 
afraid that the General may arouse hostile feelings in the minds of the inhabitants of 
Tahreez, which I know that you will agree with me it is most desirable should not 
exist. Moreover, 1 cannot conceal from you that if the action of the General Ijccomes 
known in England, it may produce the impression that measures are U*ing taken which 
go beyond t-Im object for which Russian troops were dispatched to Tahreez. This 
object, viz., the protection of foreigners and the opening of the road, was perfectly 
legitimate and one which received the concurrence of my Government. My Govern¬ 
ment, I am sure, would view with regret any action which would have the appearance 
that the troops were treating Tahreez ns a eoiujuered city. 

I he. town, ruined as it is, lias paid 2,000 tomans, and given a hill for 1,000 tomans 
towards the fme or indemnity for the unfortunate incident of the wounding of a 
Russian soldier. More the inhabitants can hardly be expected to do ; and 1 would 
wish to ask you to do what you can to induce the General t«» he lenient and moderate, 
and to impress on him that he should endeavour to gain the sympathy and good-will 
of the inhabitants during his temporary .sojourn in Tahreez. It is, 1 venture to snv, 
essential that the General should strictly observe the instructions which were originally 
given him, and I trust that you may lie able to cause directions to be sent to him to 
take no steps without previous consultation with your Consul. 

Yours, tfcc. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSOX. 


luclosure 2 in No. 502. 

A/. Tcharykotf to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(Private.) 

Dear Sir Arthur, St. Pctenbuujh t Maij 2 (15), 1909. 

I PERI;FATLY agree with all vou state in your letter of this evening, and in 
agreement with the President of the Council I have just written to the Minister of 
\\ ar asking him t«• give instructions to General Snnrskv to give up patrolling the 
streets ot iahreez, not t<• insist upon the payment of more than the 3,000 tomans which 
have been so tar collected, and to keep within the limits of his instructions, acting after 
previous consultation with our Consul. I hope that orders in this sense will reach 
Iahreez by t"-inon*ow evening ami that matters will continue to improve in tlmt citv, 
as we learn that they have begun to do. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) N. TCHAUYKOFF. 


19350] 


Xo. 503. 


•Sir A. Xicolsoii to Sir Edu'urd Grey.—(Received May 21.) 

(Xu. 310.) 

Sir. St. Petersburg!!, May IS, 1909. 

AS instructed in your telegram X’o. 079 of (lie 17th instant, 1 requested 
>!. Telmrykoflf to be good enough to convey to thd Emperor the best thanks of llis 
Majesty's Government for his gracious action in acquainting them, through me, with 
the messages which had passed between llis .Majesty ami the Shah. I said that this 

-t- I. the part of llis .Majesty had been very much appreciated by my Government. 

M. iVltarykolT, who was going down to Tsarskoe Selo this evening, said that he would 
have pleasure in communicating the above to the Emperor. 

He then repeated to me the orders which had been sent to the Russian General at 
Tahreez, and which 1 have already reported to you in my despatch Xo. 312 of the 
ltith instant. I said that I supposed that the moment would very shortly arrive when 
lie IJussian 'Government would find it possible to withdraw their troops, or, in any 
. . a considerable portion of them. He replied that the llussiau Government were 

mo.-t desirous to withdraw all their troops as soon as it was possible. He was glad to 
-ay that trade with Iahreez was rapidly reviving, and the roads were covered with 
ctruvaus and the people thoroughly contented. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) A. X'ICOl.SO.V 


[19353] Xo. 504. 

Sir A. Xicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mini 21.) 

(.Vo. 320.) 

Sir, St. Petersburg/!, May 19, 1909. 

M. TCHAUVKOpF informed me to-day that it had been decided to give Colonel 
l.iakle.lf a good post ill Kuskin, and that litis would be gazetted in a very few days. 
The Emperor bad selected Colonel .Margani as the successor of Colonel Liakholf. 

G'll.. Margani, who is at present in command of a regiment in Siberia, spent many 

years in the Transcaspian district, and M. Tcharykolf said that lie was well acquainted 
with him tit Mere in the early eighties- Colonel Margani, M. Tcharykolf informed me, 
had a great aptitude in making himself beloved by natives, and the Turcomans were 
Steady attached to him. lie was a simple modest man, and he thought would do very 
well in Tehran. 

1 have, (Sc. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSOX. 


19354] No. 505. 

Sir A. Sicolsoit to Sir Edward On u. — (Receired Mau 2t.) 

(Nn. 321.) . ' 

^ r ‘. St. Peters’,unjh, May 19, 1909. 

I'llE individual, l’ancff, who played a certain part itt the events at Uesht and 
Astraliad, was arrested recently at Moscow. He was passing himself olf ns a Persian 
siil.jiw-t, lialm Mahomet, and was in possession of a false passport. Ho was, so 
M I eliarykolt' told me, employed in collecting arms for dispatch to I’orsia, and at i'ir.st 
'j" -tromtoiisly denied his identity with Panel!. lie will be tried and probable 
'b-'taiuod for a considerable period. 

M. I'eliarykolT said that the Sipahdar was anxious to rid himself of the Caucasian 
r ' lutionarics who are with him, and is in negotiation with the Russian Consul at Reslit 
v. r. gard to them. The Russian Government hope also soon to be able to deport to 
‘ 1 ! ‘ the Russian subjects wlm have been displaying their activity at Tahreez. 

I have, Ate. 

(Signed) A. X' ICOLSOX. 










221 


[19580J No. 505. 

Sir (i. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey,—(Received May 2-1.) 

(So. •115.') 

(Telegraphic.) I’. Tehran, Mai/ 24, 1909. 

WOXCKII.UTS’S wharf at MolunjBnemh. 

I have sent the following telegram, No. 137, to Ilis Majesty's consul-general at 
Hiishire :— 


•' I should like to have your views on lirst paragraph of my telegram No. 137 
(repeated in my telegram No. Ill of the 23rd May), although information us yet 
received does not lead me to look favourably on the proposed arrangement with llajji 
Itais." 


Sir A. \irolson In Sir Edtrard. Grey,—(Received May 2-1.) 

(No. 271.) 

(Telegraphic.i I’. SI. Pclerslmrgli, May 24, 10011. 

i < l.MMANIdili of Cossael; Brigade til Tehran. Vour telegram No. 000 of the 
21 st instant. 

The new commander, t'olouel Mayani, will not he struck olT the active list of the 
..my. M. Teharykow explained to me that it was laid down in the Conven¬ 
tion which regulates the status of the Hessian ollieers employed in Persia that such 
■ .Hirer- should he on the active list of the Russian army. The removal of Colonel 
l.iukhoir and others from the active list had formed the subject of a complaint from the 
Shah. Colonel Mayani, M. Teharykow said, unlike his predecessor, was not on the 
general stall', and it was certain that he would abstain from all interference in politics. 

To this I replied by pointing out that it was conceivable that in certain 
coni ingcneics Colonel Mayani might he compelled (..carry out the Shull's orders, and 
that, a- a Russian ojlicer on the active list, his position might thereby he rendered an 
mvidii.il- one. t 'mild he not be seconded for us long as he remained in the service ul 
the Shah ? 

M. Teharykow explained that no such system existed in the Russian service, nor 
was it possible to put t 'olniiol Mayani on half-pav. 

The position ,4 the other Itussian ollieers would remain as it is at present. 

The fact that Col.I Mayani would ho in the service of tl Constitutional monarch 

and not ul an absolute Shah was pointed out by M. Teharykow, who thought that the 
position ol the Hu—iatt ollieers was greatly altered thereby. 


119584 No. 508. 

Sir .1. .\icolsnn la sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 21.) 

i No. 272.) 

Telogmpliie,i It. SI. I'clerslmrylt, May 21, 1309, 

IT'.liSIAN telegraphs. 

l our telegram No. Hill [of the 2Isl instant\ 

Itussian t iov.Tiimenl are in.1 yet ready with their reply to my last memorandum, 
but 1 am taking steps to hasten it, 


i 19585 No. 508. 

Sir .1. Sirotson la Sir Edward Grey.- Received May 21.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. SI. Pctershuryh, May 21, 1009. 

ItKCAl.I. of Zil-es Sultan to Persia. Sir it. Barclay's telegram No. 112 of the 
23rd instant. 

In conversation to-day with M. Teharykow, I mentioned that the Shah laid 
expressed a wish that tin- Zil should return m Ispahan as governor. .11. I'eharykow 
■aid that if the Zil returned, lie would, of course, do so at his own risk, but apart front 
this, any arrangements which the Shah might make with the Zil were a matter of 
iudilVerettcc to the Itussian Government. 
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[19586] 


No. 510. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 24.) 


(No. 274.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

SITUATION at Urumia and Tabreez. 


Si. Petersburgh, May 24, 1909. 


I was told to-day by M. Tcharykoif that a telegram from Urumia bail reached the 
Itussian Government, reporting that a state of cotnjtleto anarchy prevailed at that 
place. The Russian consular guard at Urumia at present consists of only six men, and 
die Itussian Government are accordingly sending from Tabreez a detachment of thirty 


infantry to reinforce it. 

1 once more remarked to M. Tcharykoif that everything now seemed to bo quiet at 
Tabreez, and that I presumed, therefore, that the Russian Government would shortly 
withdraw or greatly reduce the number of their troops at that place. To this 
.11. Tcharykoif replied that they were waiting until a governor arrived at Tabreez. 
(in my remarking that the vice-governor seemed to be carrying on his functions in a 
i..inpetent manner, M. Tcharykoif said that a governor-general of the province was 
what they required. 


Sir E. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 24.) 

[No 73.) 

(Telegraphic.) J>. _ Paris, May 24, 1909. 

I IIA VP, received your telegram No. 336 of to-day. 

Please see my despatch No. 201. G'onlidenlial, of to-day’s date, reporting my 
conversation with the Nasr-ul-Mulk. 

I saw the Russian Ambassador this afternoon, and I informed him of the substance 
of this despatch, with the exception of the parts reporting the observations made by 
the Nasr-ul-Mulk in regard to the landing of bluejackets at Bushire, the question of 
the linancial assistants to M. Itizot, and the proposed loan. 

M. de Nelidow said that the Nasr-ul-Mulk had used much the same language in 
talking to him as he had to me, but he had said that if ho returned to Tehran lie would 
require an assurance that lie would be accorded Russian and British protection, and he 
Imd spoken of his son's cure taking a month. 

Do you still desire me to concert with the Russian Ambassador with a view to 
making representations to the Nasr-ul-Mulk urging his immediate return to Persia? 


Consul-General Cor In Sir G. Barclay.—(Received May 24.) 

(No. 7,15 to Tehran.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Bushire, May 24, 1909. 

G T'.if.MAN competition at Mohammeruh. 

With reference t,, your telegram to the Foreign Ollice of the 23rd May, it was 
inevitable that my suggestions sent by telegram should lie eoudensed in form. 1 am, 
however, convinced that it would lie possible to obtain liaji Rais’ allegiance and to 
at min the other ends in question in a manner which would neither give a handle to the 
1 o minus nor give liaji Rais a hold over us, which would he most undesirable. Perhaps 
the matter might he postponed for consideration at a personal interview. 
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i.19325] No. 513. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 25!).) ' 1 

(I olecniphie.) U. Foreign Office, May 21, 1009. 

M t 1 ' I.' '^ 8 "Olcgranij 270 of the 23nl instant: Proposed message to 

On you think the wording unobjectionable ? Should some phraso he introduced 
safeguarding us, supposing the Shah’s promises are not fulfilled or reforms turn out 
to be illusory ? 


[193291 N„. 514. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 200.) J 

([olographic.) P. ^ Foreign Office, Mag 24,1909. 

Russian advance of 50,000/., mentioned in your telegram No. Ill of 
yesterday, secured : If so, please ascertain how, and report particulars to me. 


i 19327.1 No. 515. 

,^ T ^ Sir Edward Greg to Sir G. Barclay. 

( I oh.graphic.) I’- Foreign Office, Mag 24, 1909. 

liO r ■ U AV T t ", r "’ hec • v,mr ,el|, S ram Xo. M2 of the 23rd instant. 

If .M. bahhne is similarly authorized, you may reply as vou suggest. J think it 

..u* |v i8tro|e to ohtaiti an assurance tlmt lie will act on constitutional lines if his 

appoinoue.it h rat's and the Ports takes place, for it is, of course, understood that he 


[19322 ] No. 516. 

Sir Edward Greu to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 350.) 

Poni,jn office ' Ma,j 21, im 

io r l, |°" 1,1 C0 "v‘ rl y°", r RllKsii »> colleague and act in the manner indicated 

rT 1 ™ 1 , 1 I* „7. 2 ,l,e - 3nl i» my telegram No. 6S9 to 

Mi .4. Nicolsoti of the 20th instant. 


U8831I No. 517 . 

Foreign Office to Sir Hugh Barnes. 

l)car Sir Hugh 1 lames, /•oruya Office, Mag 24, 1909. 

, , j' pmaphrascs of two telegrams from Major Cox in regard to the 

iovermoen'l’ 1 ail' "f'"? 1 " i OI “I 1,1 Sheikh of Mohammerah liv llis Majestv's 

("ir tnl. j":!!! ' Vlm ' 11 "r 1 ’ 1 '* fernished hy the Auglo-Pcrsian Oil 
.,, 1,1 , f |. | ,■ " K | r / mt 10 them of n site for it relinery on Abadan Island, 

and as-upidljuidfor a pipe line to conueet the relinery with the oil wells.* 

delay as possible ' k '' mV ° y °“ r <l,,S( ' rva,ions <’ a 'he terms proposed with as little 
and only nuielffio, 0 ?! T"™ ,hnt ^'^h’s terms as to rental are handsome. 

Si wl dcfercBco *° “• * u . < ,a "- vwii1 ~^ ^ 

hv lii" Vi '“? "* tl, ". amom,t " f the loan to he granted to him 

one ah .^J«TclS' i"," u,< l"' r *‘ whether the Company is prepared 

i.ipust that It should amount to 10,000/., repayable in ten yeare. If 

• Xoil. 176 ami 477. 
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the Company is so prepared, it would be necessary for them to let us know as soon as 
possible the terms, &c., on which they would provide the funds, so that Major Cox may 
Ik* informed without delay. 

You will see, from Major Cox’ earlier telegram, that lie is anxious that Mr. Reynolds 
may be informed if the Sheikh’s proposals are considered satisfactory l»v the Company. 

W e should be glad if wo could see Mr. Reynolds’ letter of the 30th ultimo, as 
suggested hy Major Cox. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[187741 No. 51$. 

Foreign Office to Mr. M. Ellinycr. 

Sir, __ Foreign Office , May 24, 1009. 

IN reply to your letter of tin* 17th instant, I am directed hy Secretary Sir E. Grey 
to inform you that copies of the recent communications received from you in regard 
in the protection of British interests in tlie oxide mines on Hormuz Island will be sent 
hy mail ,0 Mis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, but that otherwise no action will he taken 
oil them for the present. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[18837J No. 519. 

Foteign Office to India Office. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 24? 1909. 

I AM directed hv Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to Imi laid before the 
^••eretary oi State for India, copies of telegraphic correspondence with His Majesty’s 
Minister at lelimn and the Resident in the Persian Gulf on the subject of negotiations 
which have been proceeding with the Sheikh of Moliummemh with a view to the grant 
•l a British Karim Irrigation Concession oil the lines suggested hy Sir W. B. 
Willcocks.* 

II will he seen that the Sheikh is desirous that that portion of the nrojnised irriga- 
ti"ii works depending on the construction of u dam at Aliwaz should be dealt with in the 
following manner:— 

His Majesty’s Govern men t, to help him in inducing the Persian Government in 
granting the Concession to himself in his own name only, when he engages to depend 
s«*lely on British assistance. As regards such minor irrigation works us would he indepen¬ 
dent of any Aliwaz (lam, the Sheikh is prepared to undertake such schemes of that nature 
liimselt without reference t«* the Persian Government, giving priority to British 
coiicussionnaires recommended by His .Majesty’s Government. 

llie following observations occur to Sir E. Grey in respect to these proposals:— 

llis Majesty s Government should, of course, have had to obtain the concurrence 
I the Persian Government in any case, and they must 1 m.* careful not to create 
difficulties between the Sheikh and the Persian Government, more especially since the 
•Shah has now undertaken to grant a Constitution. 

I ho Sheikh’s proposals, as stated in the third paragraph, seem to Sir E. Grey satis¬ 
factory. It will he for llis Majesty's Government to endeavour to create an oppor¬ 
tunity to acquire the Concession for the Sheikh. The only question which arises now 
' whether the entire exclusion of foreign capital is advisable, a? His Majesty’s 
{ 'overnnient cannot altogether exclude the possibility of being obliged to comjHuind with 
die Dutch concession 11 (dyes. On this point His Majesty’s Government must lie guided 
H, nie extent by His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, who is ludtig consulted by 
'••legrajih. By obtaining the Concession for the Sheikh any difficulty which might, 
uise with the Medjliss a bait Concessions to foreigners will Imj avoided, and British 
lo tions would he less open to criticism hy the Nethenand Government. 

As regards paragraph 4, Sir E. Grey is inclined to think that we may accept the 

* Xus 2G4, M7, ami !“► 
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Sheikh’s offer, as he himself does not think lie need consult the Persian Government 
on these auWtdiury points, otherwise there is a risk that he might give them to some 
foreigner. Moreover, if' the Persian Government objects to independent action by the 
Sheikh hereafter, His Majesty’s Government am take the necessary steps to settle any 
difficulty which may arise. 

Sir E. Grey will Ik? glad to lie favoured with any observations which you mav wish 
to offer in regard to this matter. 

Sir (r. Barclay’s views will In* communicated to your Department as soon as they 
are received. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[19599] No. 520. 

Sir !•'. l!rrtir to S,r Eduard Grey. —( Received May 25 ) 

1 No! 201. C iiifi(l(*ntinl.) 

Sir, Paris, May 24, 1909. 

AS I had iIn* honour of informing you by my telegram No. 72 of yesterday to he 
the intention of the Nasr-ul-Mtilk, lie paid me a visit this morning. He said that he 
had received a tel.gram from the Shall desiring him to come to Tehran. He had replied 
that, owing to tin* state of the health of his son, In* could not for the present oln*y His 
Majesty's commands. Later on lie would he quite ready t*» do personal homage to his 
Sovereign, lie hud brought his son to Paris for medical treatment; lie was suffering 
from an affection of the kidneys which might necessitate an operation, and in any case 
would require a treatment of six weeks, so that for the next two months lie (Nasr-ul- 
Millk) could not go to Persia, The Bussimi Ambassador had spoken to him about the 
wish of the Bussiun and British Legations at Tehran that In* should take otlice. but no 
desire had lnrn expressed or offer made on the subject hy the Shall. He would lie 
ready, however, to take ollice if then* were a prospect of the real adoption by 11 is 
.Majesty of the Anglo-Russian programme, which at present did not seem at all certain. 
Some ..f the new Ministers might do well, including Sanded Dowleh, the Minister 
f..r foreign AIfairs, hut Mis Majesty’s Minister, knowing, as lie must, that person's 
anleeedeiits, would naturally not place implicit trust in all his statements ami repre¬ 
sentations. 

The Nasr ul-Mulk did not act ually sav t hat lie would require an assurance of British 
and Pussian protection if lie und- rtook to return to Tehran, hut he reminded me that he 
had left Persia under British protection, and the country was now in a very unsettled 
condition, and that his private affairs in Persia would before long require his presence, 
lie referred to the landing of bluejackets at Bush ire, which he said Imd had an 
excellent elfcet. and lie expressed satisfaction at the refusal of the British Govern¬ 
ment to advance money to the Persian Government until after the assembly of 
a Persian Parliament lie further stated that M. Gout, the Sous-1 Jirecteur 
of the Eastern Department at the Ministry f'»r Foreign Allairs, whom lie had 
met at a luncheon, informed him that the French Legation at Tehran had telegraphed 
to suggest that the Ministry should consult the Nasr ul-Mulk on tlie subject of the 
selection of Flench officials t«. v rv • in tin* Persian service as assistants to M. Bi/.ot, the 
French Financial Adviser. This suggest ion had appeared t.. the Nnsr-ul-Mulk very 
strange, and lie had told M. Gout that he could not give any advice in the matter as ho 
had no author'llv to do so from the Shah or front the Persian < iovermncnl. 

1 have, Ac. 

.Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[19646] No. 621. 

India Office to foreign Office,—(Received \lau 25.) 

Till*. I Aider-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tin* Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and hv direction of Viscount Morlev, forwards 


229 


herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a despatch to the 
Government of India, dated 21st May, with inclosures, relative to works to be undertaken 
at Bassidu. 

India Office, May 24, 1909. 


In closure in Xo. 521. 

Viscount Mor ley to Government of India. 

My Lord, India Office , -May 21, 1909. 

WITH reference to the letter of your Excellency's Government in the Foreign 
Department, dated the 24th December, | i)08, I inclose a copy of correspondence with 
the Foreign Office* regarding your proposal to incur expenditure at Bassidu, estimated 
in all at 3«903 rupees on :— 

(a.) Repairing the landing-pier and some of the tombstones in the cemetery 
(MO rupees) ; 

(Ik) Demolishing the ruins round the British flagstaff, and constructing in their 
stead a rest-house for the use of His Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Bunder Abbas 
(3,012 rupees). 

2. It will be seen that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury accept 
a moiety of the proposed expenditure as a charge against British revenues, with the 
exception of such part of the sum of 891 rupees; above mentioned, as mav he expended 
mi repairing the tombstones in the cemetery. In the circumstances, 1 am willing that 
the cost of these repairs, as well as that of the monument at Bassidu, should he defrayed 
wholly from Indian revenues. 

Your proposals are sanctioned, subject to the modification stated above. The 
nu»iety of the cost to be recovered from British revenues should 1** charged in the 
annual statement of Consular expenditure in Persia. 

1 have. Ac. 

(Signed) MORLEY OF BLACKBURN. 


[196591 No. 522. 

Mr. l\ (.'. St rick to Foreign Office.- (Received May 25.) 

Baltic House , Leadenhall Street , London, 

Sir, May 21, 1909, 

IIAU'L Island in Persian Gulf. 

Referring to my letters of the Nth, 22nd, and 21th April, and to your letter 
of'the 2.*»rd of same month, 1 have to-day received a letter from my Ihishirc agents, 
Messrs, A. ami T. .1. Malcolm, dated the 2nd instant, in which they write as follows :— 

“ We. however, cannot move in the matter before your obtaining Sanction from 
tic Foreign Ollice, mid when you do this we shall arrange the needful with the 
Ih -ident here.” 

As I am daily expecting to hear that the expedition sent out l»v my agents to 
] r —pert the other islands in the Gulf (as mentioned in my letter of the 21th ultimo) has 
arrived hack at Bushin*, 1 should consider it a great favour if instructions were sent at 
ae • arly date to the British Resident at Bus]lire, to the effect that my agents may he 
Knuitted to send their men to explore the above island. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

1 am, &c. 

FRANK C. STRIOK. 


• To Foreign Office, March 3: Foreign Office, March 20 (will* inclosure); and No. 38C. 
[1G19] 3 N 











[19700J 


Xo. 5-23. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 23.) 

(No. 410.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1\ Gu’iihek, Mao 25, 100!). 

IRRIGATION in Arubistan. 

I concur generally in vour telegram No. 255 of the 22ml May. 1 lie sheikh's 
terms appear to me acceptable, since no concession which might be granted, irrespective 
of his wishes, by the. central Government, would lie workable in the Mohumtm-rah 
district, and foreign competition would consequently be excluded. 

A concession for the main scheme would, 1 agree, be less easily obtained in the 
name of a British company than in that of the sheikh. I cannot, however, hope that 
dillicultics with tlm assembly will be avoided by using the sheikh in this way. Public 
interest in this scheme has been so great and such large ideas of eventual profit have 
been entertained that, when the sheikh submits his application, it will undoubtedly 
meet with the closest scrutiny, and when his projected methods of exploitation have 
been investigated, considerable opposition may lie expected. But in shaping our policy 
in the Gulf the ultimate attitude of the Medjliss, in my opinion, will have to bo 
disregarded in many matters if we are to maintain and strengthen our present position 


uiun . 

(exclusion of foreign capital from the scheme would, of course, be desirable I 
presume that the termination uf the Dutch conccssionnairc’s option would put an end 
to any claim for participation which lie might make. Should we. however, find it 
ncec.^ary to come to terms with him, f think wo couid easily persuade the sheikh to 
admit under our auspices the necessary amount of Dutch money. 

As to the time of applying for the concession, AI.de Sturler’s option expires in 
January 11>11. It is, however, not improbable that the Medjliss will cancel it before. 
On the meeting ol the Medjliss the sheikh might protest against the grant of the 
option to M. do Sturler during the time in which the constitution was in abeyance, ami 
apply lbr llu* concession himself. 'This would possibly result in cancellation of option. 
If it diil not do so, the sheikh would, at least by bis application, obtain a first claim to 
consideration on its expiry. 

Willeoi ks, as you will remember, recommended the postponement of the scheme 
for several years, luit the application for the concession need not on this account !>e 
delayed. 

See my telegrams Nos. -Ill and 115 and my private telegram to Hardingo of the 
23rd May on the subject of < human competition. 


[197011 No. 524. 

Sir G. ! mclay to Sir E'ltraid Grey.—(Received Man 25.) 

(No. 117) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. Guluhek, May 25, 1909. 

b’l'SSlAN advance to Persian (tovernment. 

Like the loans of 19(H) and 1902, the whole 100,000/. is to he secured on Persian 
customs other than those of Pars or the (iulf. 

The money is payable in instalments, a proper account of each of which must bo 
rendered before the successive one can he paid 

A committee, including the Financial Adviser, is now engaged in drawing up a 
list of the more urgent requirements. Those, I understand, will absorb the whole sum . 
uf 1(10,000/. 

It is expressly stipulated by the contract, which is still under examination by the 
Persian thovrnment, that the Ibissian legation must signify its approval of each item 
of the expenditure. 

The advance is intended by the legation to he principally employed in paying off 
and disbanding troops, but some other urgent claims are being pressed on tho 
committee. 

(llefercncc is to your telegram No. 2(50 of the 21th May.) 
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[19711] No- 5-5- - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, May 25, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops in Azerbaijan. 

I learn from Ills Majesty’s consul-general at Tabreez that General Sjqarsky and 
M. Miller agree that a considerable reduction of the Russian troops in Tabrcez might 
now be made. 


[19326] 


Xo. 52G. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay 

(Xn. 203.) 

|Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 2a, 1909. 

GKRMAX competition at Moliaiumerali (see your telegram Xo. Ill of the 23rd 
instant)-. 

I am communicating with India Olliee willi regard t<> exchange of Consuls at 
Mnhaimiicrah and Kennanshah as well as oil the subject of appointment to former post 
of an Indian Political Olticcr of suitable qnalilications. 

As regards wharf question, I agree that no methods must be employed which 
would justify complaints against us, and that we must carefully avoid giving any 
instigation to a boycott of Wiineklmtis. 

Inform His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushin? that I am consulting the Gompauy 
with regard to the rental for land and for the pipe, mid also on the subject of an 
increased loan. 


119587] 


(Xo. 357.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
XASR-UUMIT.K. 


Sir Eda-ard Grey to Sir Bertie. 

Foreign office, May 2 i 


111 reply to your telegram Xo. 73 of yesterday’s date, you should now, il your 
Russian colleague is prepared to join with you, definitely offer to the Xnsr-ul-Mulk the 
nssuKtiice suggested by His Majesty’s .Minister at Tehran in his telegram Xo 408 of 


the 2t It It instant. 


119164] No. 52S. 

Eoieiijn Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 25, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence I am directed by Secretary Sir E. 
Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, a copy of u 
telegram from ilis Majesty's Minister at Tehran, reporting that negotiations are almost 
completed for the proposed transfer uf the Arubistan telegraph lines to the charge of 
the l]ido-Europeab Telegraph Department, and that the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs is prepared tosigu a suitable Convention, provided notes are exchanged agreeing 
that its provisions are not to become operative until they are approved by the 
National Assembly. 

Sir E. Groy proposes, if Viscount Motley concurs, to authorize Sir G. Barclay to 
sign such a Convention on I he conditions proposed, and to inform him that it is presumed 
that His Majesty's Ambassador at Si. Beteishurgh may be instructed to request tlio 
Russian Government to take action on the lines of the suggestion made by his Excellency 
in the third paragraph of his telegram Xo. 9ii of the 21th February last, a copy of which 
was communicated to your Department on the same day. 

I am, &e, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
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[19738] No. 529. 

Sir /I. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 2G.) 

(No. 32G.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, May 23, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 255 of the 14lh instant, 1 have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a proposed draft of a communication which the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs suggests should he conveyed to the Muj toll ids of Nejef 
through the British and Russian (Ymsuls-t leneral at Bagdad. M. Tcharykoff would 
propose that the communication, if approved hv His Majesty’s Government, might he 
telegraphed to the Russian and British Ambassadors at Constantinople for transmission 
to the respective Cotisuls-Gencral. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 529. 

Draft Anglo-Russian Identic Communication. 

Id.I‘I IS phisjeurs winces la Perse est en proie a mu* hit te intestine. Altitudes do 
sentiments sincerement amicaux envers ce pays, la llussic et la Grnndc-Bretagno oat 
use de lnute leur influence aliu do contribuer a calmer les troubles <|iii le decjiirent. 
I'Ciirs ellorts ne soul pas restes iufruclueux ; tout dernierement le Schah, en suivant les 
councils amicaux de> deux (iouveriiements, s’esi decide a retablir le regime constitu- 
tioiuicl et a accorder a sou peuple des leforines desti tides a ramcner le calmo dans 
le pays. 

Alin de faciliter le sueecs de Paction pacilicatrice enireprise par Mohammed Ali, 
l , s l«e|»resentanls ('oiisidsiitvs de la Russie et de la Grande-Bretagne sprit charges par 
Iriirs (iouvcrncments de faire uppel mix sentiments put riot iq ties qui atiiment les chefs 
spirituels du sehisnie et <|ui sont coiuius dans tout POrient musulman, ainsi qu’a 
1 inllucnee (lout iIs jouissent parmi leur Coreligionniiires. Kn conseqnonce, ces Repre- 
seiitanls demandeut au\ moudjtehids de Kerhelah cl de Xcdjef leur appui energique 
dans ( e hut hiimaiiitaire. Kn exhortant Ions les partis persan* a almndomier In lutte 
fratricide el eu lenr dmmant de sages eonscilsde moderation, les vendrables moudjtehids 
eontrihueronl puissuiumeiit au houheur de leur belle patrie, <pii a taut soulTert des 
troubles dps dornmres amices, et v ramemuont onlin Pordre et le caline si ardoinmeut 
desires par le peuple persan. 


119782 No. 530. 

India Office to Eoicign Office --( Re, deed May 2d.) 

, India Office, May 25, 1909. 

W I I II reference to the letter of 11 is Majesty’s consul in Seistan of the 22nd May, 
I‘.Mis. enclosed with tin* Government of India’s despatch of the 22nd October, Itms.’l 
am directed to enclose copy o! a telegram Irein the Viceroy, proposing, for the sanction 
■ His Majestys Government, that defence works should be constructed for the 
I"" 1 '' , t:«*n o| the consulate at Seistan at an approximate cost of 5.500 inpees (366/.) on 
the condition that a moiety <•! the expenditure is borne bv British revenues. 

\ iscotint Morley reel (guises the obligation t«. take all necessary measures for the 
pioteetion ot officers o| the Indian services employed in Persia. If Sir V.. Grcv is 
satisfied that the political situation render* expedient the provision of the defence works 
recommended by the Government -*l India, the Secretary of State in Council is prepared 
to s mci ion their e mst ruction, on the eoadition that a‘ moiety (approximately 183/.) of 
the total expenditure is accepted as .• charge mi British revenues, i'll accordance with the 
principle governing thcdividmi between the two exchequers of the cost of diplomatic 
and consular establishments in Persia. 

As regards the point raised in paragraph 3 of Major Kennion’s letter as to the 
objections that may he raised bv the Persian Government to the erection of defence 
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works, I am to say that Lord Morley would be glad to be favoured with Sir E. Grey’s 
views as to any action that may l>e required in the matter, in the event of the proposal 
oi the Government of India being sanctioned. 

I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 530. 

Governmenl of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.! P. .'/«»/ 3, 1909. 

LETTER of the 22nd May, 1908, from His Majesty’s consul, Seistan, transmitted 
with our despatch of the 22ml October, 1906. 

5,500 rupees is estimated cost of defence scheme for Seistan consulate, but, owing 
t.. certain structural alterations suggested by director-general of military works, this 
figure may be slightly exceeded. Your sanction is requested to expenditure amounting 
t<» 5.500 rupees approximately, of which British revenues should bear half, scheme being, 
in our opinion, necessary. 


[19825] No- 531. 

Sir G. Bai clay to Sir Edu ard Grey.—(Rccticed May 20.) 

(No. 419.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gutahek, May 2G, 1909. 

NASR-UL-M ULK. 

With reference to the penultimate paragraph of Sir F. Bertie’s telegram No. 72 of 
the 23rd May. 

The Persian Government has officially informed the two legations of the appoint¬ 
ment of Xusr-ul-MuIk as President of the Council with the portfolio of Finance. We 
will insist on the appointment being definitely offered to him if he shows any willing¬ 
ness to return. 


119851] No. 532. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 20.) 

(No. 420.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 20, 1909. 

PROPOSED communication to Eloniu of Mesopotamia. 

The only modifications I would suggest, in reply to your telegram No. 259 of the 
21th May, are as follows:— 

For “ reforms,” wc might substitute “a general amnesty for political offences” 
(this wording would record a tangible fact, whereas reforms are rather a matter of 
appreciation), and for “ will at last restore to it,” “to the restoration of. 

The whole object of the communication would he- defeated by any reservation 
I -nly safeguarding us. We should do well, in my opinion, to avoid anything likely 
t" he interpreted as an endorsement of tin- Nationalists’distrust of the Shah, and wo 
dmnld not reveal any misgivings we may have as to the prospects of constitutional 
government in this country. 


198511 No. 533 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. TOO.) 

I l eleirraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 20, 1909. 

PROPOSED message.* to Mujtehids of Nejef. Sec your telegram No, 270 of the 
23rd instant and Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 420 of to-day. 

Subject to suggested alterations in latter telegram, 1 consider texi ol proposed 
message satisfactorv. 

[1019] ’ 3 0 
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Identic instructions must be given to British and Russian Consuls-General at 
Bagdad in regard to the message, and, as soon as I hear that Russian Government 
agree, I will instruct His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople to concert with his 
Russian colleague for this purpose. 


[19326] No. 531. 

Foreign O/fice to India Office. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Mag 20, 1009. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
Secretary of State for India, copies of correspondence with His Majesty’s .Minister at 
Tehran and Clio Resident in the Persian Gulf respecting German activity at 
Mohammcrah. 0 

You. will perceive that lx>th these officers draw attention to the importance, if 
Herman influence is to be combated, of having at .Mohammcrah a strong and vigorous 
Consular (ffiieer who would be able to guide the Sheikh and restrain any efforts by 
his subordinates to improve the present Herman position. 

I« appears to Sir K. Grev that the best course of action in these Circumstances 
would be to post at Moliammerah a suitable ollieer of the Indian Political Depart¬ 
ment who could UeCp in closer touch with tile Resident than Mr. McDouall has been 
able to; and in such a ease it will be necessary to lind some post for Mr. McDouall in 
substitution for bis present one. 

In tlieM* circumstances the ease could best be mot perhaps by effecting an 
exchange between Mr. McDouall and Captain Haworth, llis Majesty’s Consul at 
Kormatislmh. Such a change is favoured by Sir G. Barclay, and it would bring 
Captain Haworth within touch of Persian Gulf ports, which form the proper sphere 
of Indian Political (Mliecrs. 

Should \ iscounl Morley concur in the proposed change, an understanding might 
also be arrived at by which the posts at Mohammcrah and at Kcrmaushnh should 
in future always be tilled from the Indian Political and Levant Services respectively, 
such an undiTMtandiiig t>< Ik* independent of the proposals now under consideration 
in your Department for the reorganization of the Consular Service in Persia which 
formed the subject of the letter from this Department of the 20th February last. 
Sir L. Grey will lie glad to learn Viscount Morley's views on this proposal in 
principle and, il they are favourable, steps could then be taken to examine! the 
financial ami other details which will no doubt arise out of the proposed change. 

Sir K. Grey will be grateful if a reply could be returned to this letter at Lord 
Morley’s early convenience. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[18119] No. 535. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

(Confidential.) 

Foreign Office , May 20, 1909. 

I AM directed by .-'••eretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to I** laid lxrforc the 
Lords ( oiiunissioiiers ot llis Majesty’s Treasury, copies of correspondence with the India 
Office in regard to the financial arrangements involved in the proposed transfer of the 
lehnin Meshed and Kliaf-Nasratabad telegraph lines.f The India Office propose that 
any increase ot charge consequent on the transfer over and nlxive a sum of 20,000 
rupees per annum, to lie borne, as liitherto, liv India alone, should be equally divided 
iH't ween the Impel ial and Indian exchequers in the same manner as all other expenditure 
in Persia of a political diameter. 

I am to explain that on the occasion of the signature of the Anglo-Russian Agree¬ 
ment ot I'M 17 as to Persia, the British and Russian Governments also concluded a 
separate arrangement providing in sulwtauee for the handing over, subject to the 

• N«*s. 435 anil 4jj; Major 0»\, No. -It*I. Telegraphic, Mnv ts; amt .W 41*2, uiid oltfC 
_T lii'li.i nnuv. .Jatuiut \ •:; a. ilic.i January .‘10; lu.li.i OllW. M.i\ I'J, i'.M'.i; Treaty Series. No. ”• I. 
U'U ; s,ir A. NicoImmi, N. . I II, August 31, 
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approval of the Persian Government, of the telegraph line from Telnan to Meshed from 
British to Russian Administration, in exchange for the transfer of the Khuf-Nasratabad 
telegraph line from Russian to British Administration. 

Copies of this arrangement as well as of the Anglo-Russian Agreement itself are 
inclosed for the Lords Commissioners’ information. 

A perusal of these two documents will show clearly that the proposed exchange of^ 
telegraph lines, though not mentioned m the principal Agreement for reasons of 
(liiilnmntic propriety, constitutes in reality a considerable item among the questions in 
rcgml to which a settlement was then effected with Russia; and efforts have been 
made by both parties ever since the conclusion of the arrangement to carry out this 
provision. For various reasons, among which may be cited the disturbed state of 
[Vrsia, the proposed transfer has not yet been carried out, lmt it is possible that now 
that the situation has improved the settlement of this matter may proceed with more 
<*x|M*dition. 

Sir E. Grey concurs in the view that it would be fair to divide the contemplated 
expenditure l>etwern the two exchequers, and he trusts that, in view of the importance 
of the matter, not only to India, but to the rest of the Empire, the whole of which 
should benefit bv the settlement of this troublesome question between this country 
and Russia, the Lords Commissioners will agree t<> the principle of division as suggested 
by the India Office pending the conclusion of such an agreement with Persia as will 
enable definite financial proposals to In* made. 

I am to invite their Lordship’s attention t<» the observations contained in the last 
juirugraph of the India Office letter of the 12th instant. 

With regard to the incidence of the possible charge t<> Imperial revenues it mav 
be observed that the cost of maintaining a telegraph line would not in any ease Jail 
nii tli'* Diploma tic and .Consular Vote, and that a decision will be necessary as to the 
manner of meeting the expenditure. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LOIJLS MALLET. 


[20089] No. 530. 

Sir (t, llnrclatf In Sii Edward Grtc. - (Received May 27.) 

(So. 121.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. GiWfiek , May 27, 1909. 

SITUATION on Turco-lYrsiau frontier. 

I have received to-day the following telegram, No. 132, from llis Majesty’s consul- 
general at Tabreoz - 

“ f learn from c insular agent at Maraga that a large force of Kurds, accompanied 
by some Turks, is attacking Soujh.ndak, which is expected to full immediately. 

“ The advance guard of this force is drawing near Miandoab.” 


19978] No. 537. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Giey.—(Received May 27.) 

(No. 275.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. * £>/. Fetersburgh, May 27, 1909. 

TELEGRAPH arrangements in Persia. 

At a meeting with experts which was held yesterday at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs the following points were specially mentioned by the Russians ;— 

1. That the present moment was favourable for effecting the contemplated 
exchange of lines, and should be taken advantage ol. 

2. Employment of Russians on Arnbistan lines. 

The wording suggested iu your despatch No. 0U for the agreement with the 
Persian Government seems to the Russians too vague, and might, in their opinion 
mablo Persia to assort that Russians could not he employed on the lines without her 
euiisent. They would prefer the formula, “ Save with the consent of the British 
Government, only Persian,” &c\, to the suggested wording, “ M ithout the concurrence 
• l tin- British Government, no others than, ’ Ac. 

The stipulation as to control of possible extensions is not objected to, provided 
lb.it the reservation with regard to extensions into the Russian sphere he made. 
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3. Russia is anxious that work should be begun at once on the extra line from 
Tehran to Shahnul. 

4. Tehran-Khanikin line. 

Information is desired as to tin* linancial position of this line, more especially 
with regard to some payment, which the Indo-European Telegraph Company made in 
connection with it. The Russian (Toverntnentarertpprehensive lest the Persians should 
eventually hold them responsible for the sum advanced by tin 1 Indo-European Telegraph 
Company, and for other obligations contracted in connection with the line. 

Refore taking any action, it would lie prudent t" await an olficial reply in the 
above sense. I am assured that such a reply will be sent to me very shortly. 


[19564J No. 03,s. 

Sir Eduard Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Nh>. 267.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. Eoreiijn Office , May 27, 1909. 

IMPERIAL Commissioner for Oil Syndieale (see your telegram No. 410 of the 
21st instant). 

t til Company have now communicated to us text of late Sadr Azam's telegram to 
Sadigli-es-Sultaneh. in which latter is informed that he is Imperial Commissioner. 
The Company have already paid the Imperial Commissioner up to the 1st instant, in 
accordance with stipulation in the Concession which requires that payment lie made to 
him. ’They wish in future to make their payments only to ollieial approved by Persian 
Government. and are anxious to know who will be entitled under the terms of the 
Concession to receive payments as Imperial C ummssioner. 


120068] No. 539. 

Sir .1. Sicolshii to Sir Ed raid Grey.—[Received May 2S.) 

(No. 329.) 

Sir, -St. Bcteislnryh, May 24, 1.909. 

<>\' the receipt ,,1 your telegram No. 091) of the 21st instant I wrote privately to 
M. Tcharykow and 'inquired whether Colonel Margani would take service under the 
Persian-Government on 11n* >ame conditions as had recently Ihjou appliedito Colonel 
l.iakli ill' and the other Russian olticers. i.c., that he would he removed irom the active 
list of the Russian army. M. Tcharykow asked me to call upon him to-dny, and 
informed mo that when t 'olouel I.iakholV and his ollicei s were removed from the Russian 
army the Shah made great complaint* on the subject. By the Convention which 
regulated tin* -i.iin- of the Russian ollii-er.* in Persia the latter were to lie on the active 
list, and the Shall had Ilicivfoiv >omeground for hi* complaints. Still the necessities 
ol the case ju*tilied the Russian < ioverniiient at the lime in not maintaining on the 
active li*l ollieer* who had perforce to take some part in political troubles. 

('olouel Margani was not an ollieer of the < leneral Stall’, a* has been hi* predecessor, 
Iml was a simple Cossack Colonel, and indeed ball an Oriental himself, lie was not 
sure that the Colonel was not a Mussulman, lie would most certainly not interfere in 
politic* in any way. and would coniine himself to his duties of U.‘.Ring and instructing 
the brigade under hi* charge. Moreover, the Shah was now a constitutional Sovereign, 
and being in bis service now was a very different thing from serving an absolute 
monarch. 

I asked whetlu r it would not l» possible to put (\ loin I Margani on half pay or t" 
“second" him while he was in Persian employ. M. Tcharykow said that such a 
system did not c\i*i in tin- Russian service. An ollieer either was on the active list or 
was retired. I said that, although the Colonel might abstain from all interference in 
polities, occasions might ari*e when it would he extremely difficult for hint to refrain 
from obeying order*, and be might lind himself placed in an invidious position- 
M. Tcharykow said that of course the Colonel would have to protect the person of the 
Shah, but the situation in Persia would probably greatly improve very shortly. 1 
asked what would he in future tin- position of the otln r Russian officers, and he 
replied that they would remain as they were and not be restored to the active list. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 
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[20079] No. 540. 

Anglo-l'ersian Oil Company to Foreign Office .—(Received. Mag 28.) 

Winchester House, Old liroad Street, London, 
Sir- . Mag 27, 1009. 

AS hi- was about to leave town yesterday inorninv, Sir Hugh Burm-s .seat on to me 
your demi-official letter tit tin* 2-ttli instant, and its iuclosures, requestin', me to deal 
with it in order to save time. 

2. As regards the amount of the proposed loan, the present suggestion to increase 
it I'rnm 5,000/. or 0,000/. to 10,000/. does not in itself upset me, but from the form in 
which it come? before me, it would look as though the proposed loan to the Sheikh from 
this company through the Foreign Office were not, as we understood that it was, only a 
portion of a loan from the British Government to the Sheikh. In this coimectnm 
1 would refer you to my letter to Sir Charles flardinge, dated the 28th of last month, 
which letter was drafted in your Office for my signature, and of which the followin', is 
an extract* 

" • . ■ • it the proposal is agreeable to the Foreign Ollice I am to suggest that this 

..puny would contribute the sum of 5,000/. and li.000/. through the Foreign Ollice 

towards the advance . . . 

Am I right in drawing the .above inference ■ I ask, because if I am it niters tin* 
complex ion pt a flail's to such an extent from what 1 put lie fore mv directors when I 
received from your OHice the letter which I was authorised to sign on the 28th April 
that I shall feci hound to consult them again. 

4. lb °n the other hand, whatever sum we advance is to he this compnnv’s 
Contribution through the British Government towards some larger sum to he advanced 
by (ioverniiient itself, then I am ready, il and when the terms of the lease are made 
satisfactory, to raise our contribution from 6 , 000 /. to 10 , 000 /. 

4. The terms on which we would contribute 6,000/. or 10,000/. are for a loan 
Ira ring interests at 6 per cent, per annum and repayable in ten years, i.c., either at the 
••ini of ten years in full or by instalments as may lie arranged, and a provision of the 
le.m might well he that, in the event of default of payment by the Sheikh of any 
instalment of capital or interest, the same shall fall to Ik* repaid, plus interest at 6 per 
cent, per annum, out of future instalments of rent as these become payable by the 
company to the Sheikh. 

I shall 1 m* prepared, as soon as satisfactory terms are agreed upon, to remit the 
money in question by telegram to Persia. 

6. With reference i" Major Cox's telegram No. 486 of the 18th Mav, I enclose a 
copy of the letter from Mr. Reynolds, dated tin* 30th April, to which he alluded, of the 
iuclosures thereto, and of Mr, Reynolds letter to us of the 24th April explaining tin* 
position. 

7. Major < V\ telegraphed mider a misunderstanding when lie said that no repre- 
s "iii*itive of the syndicate had inspected the land that we want. We sent Mr. Andrew 
Campbell from Burmali to Persia last November, and tin* enclosed copy of a letter, (luted 
t!.y J7th November, 1908, from him to my colleague on tin* Ward, Mr. James Hamilton, 
will show you that he went very fully into the subject. 

s. En fiassont I would ask you to note that all tin* laud that we require is at 
present uncultivated, or, as Mr. ('amphell puts it, “ desert,” and that in clause 3 of our 
concession from the Government of Persia is the following:— 

" The Government also grants to the concessionnaire the right of acquiring all and 
any other lands or buildings necessary for the said purpose with the consent of the 
proprietors on such conditions as may be arranged between him and them without their 
ol lowed to make demands of a nature to surcharge the prices ordinarily current for 
Ends situate in their respective localities.” 

9. Mr. Reynolds is not of opinion that 2,000/. per annum "would not he u u reason- 
’'b*. t )n the contrary, though he wrote on the 24th April that in the then 
cir<-itinstances he personally recommended us to settle for 1,600/. per annum (at that 
dim* knowing nothing of a proposed loan to the Sheikh, of course) he considered that 
vv, ‘ should have got better terms if lie ha 1 tackled the matter Some months previously, 
we had intended him to do. 

10 We know absolutely nothing of any arrangement or suggested arrangement for 
11049] * 3 P 
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pay in" Bakhtiaris or any ether people 1.000/. per annum or any other sum for pipes 
passing through their territory, anti we think that this must he a mistake on Major 
Cox’s part. 

11. So far as I can tell, the six numbered clauses describe our requirements fairly 
accurately, accurately enough for present purposes in regard to Nos. a, 4, 5, G, and as 
regards l and 2 if these are detailed in the words used in the draft agreement attached 
to Mr. Reynolds letter to Major Cox, dated the 30th April enclosed, they wig be 
acceptable to us. The lease will he from the Siieikh to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
not to the concessions syndicate. 

12. As regards the length of the lease, it must he coextensive with our concession 
from the Persian Government and any extension t hereof. This last appeal's to be the 
most serious point of divergence between the Sheikh and inv company. 

13. Of the two alternative methods of paying rent offered hv the Sheikh l am 
prepared to accept the decennial method of paying 0,500/. in advance. And I think 
that if this he given, tin* loan might stand at the original ligure of 6,000/. as otherwise 
the Sheikh will begetting paid down now, for r-*nt and loan combined, 16,500/. plus 
whatever amount the British Government may be advancing to him. 

14. With regard to ti e Hieikh’s four conditions, we cannot agree to No. 4 as I 
have already stated in paragraph 12 hereof. 

15. No. 3 I agree to, provided always that petroleum he not included as treasure 
trove, lor on petroleum, if found, we are Already paving to the Government of 
Persia. 

10. No. 2.—The. second stipulation, that we shall not interfere in tribal affairs, we 
agree t<», and subject to my being sure that I understand ihe first part I would agree 
to it also. I can'see no objection to our abstaining from engaging any of the Sheikh's 
tribesmen without his cognizance, hut it might obviously lead to great inconvenience if 
at any time during a man’s engagement the Sheikh had power to call upon us to dismiss 
him unless he for we) did something or other for the Sheikh. 

17. N«». 1. Clause 15 of our concession from the Imperial Government of Persia 
reads as follows : — 

“On the expiration of the terms of the present concession aU materials, buildings, 
and apparatus.s then used by the company for the exploitation of its industry shall 
become the property of the said Government and the company shall have no right to any 
indemnity in this connection.” 

We cannot consequently give the Sheikh a g(Mid title to machinery, plant, and 
buildings, ns against the Government of Persia. All we can undertake to do, is not 
to remove any machinery, plant or buildings at tin* end of our lease, thus leaving the 
Sheikh and the Persian Government to settle the question of ownership between 
them. 

18. As regards the last sentence in Major Cox’s telegram No. 48G Mr. Reynolds, 
who is in poss s-»ion of a copy of Mr. Andrew Campbells letter of the 27th Novomlior, 
liltm, together with a copy of the sketch attached thereto, should he ilia position to 
sclcei provisional sites subject to provision No. 5 detailed by Major Cox, and l think 
that we may presume from the detail given in his (halt sigreemeut that he Inis done sc. 

Mr. I ley nokls is coining ln>nu* on have shortly, and partly for tn is reason and 
partly in consequence of vour olliee letters Nos. 15503 and 15010 oi the 27th April and 
1st Mav, Mr. J. B. Lloyd, >ne of the partners of Shaw. Wallace, and Co. of Calcutta, 
Bmiiliav, &c,, lias gone to Persia (l believe him to he now in Mohainmerah) to take charge 
of all tlit* company's affairs, and with plenary power from the company to negotiate tins 
laud and nil other questions. 

20. If after reading this, you can spare me a few moments at any time convenient 
to you on Tuesday or Wednesday next. I will gladly call upon you and thereby save 
vou both time and trouble in regard to the matter of a reply to Major Cox. 

1 have, &C. 

[■]. \V. WALL ACL, Vice-Chairman. 
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luclosure t in No. 540. 

Mr. Reynolds to the Concessions Syndicate, Glasgow. 

Pear Sirs Russorah , April 24, 1009. 

u | HAVE the honour to own receipt of a wire from you, via Bagdad ami dated the 
Util April, 1909, which reached me on the 18th idem, which was it is believed, 
intended to read 

•• Ascertain immediately and telegraph what are the best terms on which vou can 
obtain land for refinery, also as to land and guard tor pipe-line, in the territories ot the 
ijheikh of Molinmuiernh. Arrange to carry out suggestions o( Cox. 

On my wiring you by Kao and Tehran on the 18th that which should read : “ Have 
received vour cable of 14th to-day. liepeat fourth fifth and ninth words of cable. I 
received nil the 20th your reply, via Aleppo, which bore tliesuine date and by it l was 
enabled to read yours of the 14 th, receipts of which I own above. 

2. At the risk of being prolix, in your opinion, 1 would slate that the bheikn of 
Mohainmerah has two confidential men attached to linn, Mulla Hamza, in respect ol 
matters in Turkey, and Hadji Uais, as he is called for Persian matters, and Ip a matter 
such as the acquisition of land by us on the ghat-el-Arab. he would probably consult 

On the afternoon of the 20th, in response for a request for all interview, I had a call 
IVom Mulla Humza and a chat on the subject and lie assured me he would write and do 
his best to forward our wishes. . . , , . i 

Thesnine dav I asked Mr. McDouall. His Britannic Majesty s consul at Moham- 
inerali, to arrange an interview with Hadji Rais and it was only yesterday, ... the 
„,„niino that 1 saw him. and the Sheikh himself, with Hadji Rais, ,n the evening. 

a 'This man, lladji Rais as lie is called, is the power behind the Sheikh, and he 
can make or mar our negotiations with the Sheikh, being at the present tune Ihe 
strongest man in Arahistan, in consequence of which he has to lie propitiated, and tlitn 
the negotiations with the Sheikh will be comparatively easy to put through. 

4. My meeting with Hadji Rats was friendly enough, and it was cleat he "ns g a 
that we were thinking of establishing a refinery at Abadan Island, on account ot the 
advantage that Mohatnmerah would reap thereby, for 1 should toll you that 1 l, v\e 
always tried to put them . IV all idea of this, and said that my pniieij.als appealed to 
favour Bunder L)ilum, by reason of its passing near, to Kai Kuous in the pipe-line 

" mt To obtain his good offices he quite imhlushiiigly asked for 1,000 shares on the 
understanding that they were of a value ol W. each, and added lie wished tobm enolliti 

..I shares and that he could sell many shares among the people about, 

it is on this understanding that he agreed ... no lushest will the Sbetkh ot 
MPliammemh on our behalf, and the matter is alluded to in my wire o tins date. 

5 la the afternoon 1 visited the Sheikh of Moliammerrth with Iiadji Rais, and I 

gathered that the choice of sites was to them of ... and 1 mimed the northern 

as most suitable, for the reasons previously given. . , , 

I was then asked to name a price that 1 thought fair to nay lor the Mild on lease 
for SO long as die concession lasted, and the right to lay the pipe-line through Ins 

To be brief 1 named about 1,200 1. per annum, and alter some discussion the Sheikh 
asked me to name 2.000/. per year as the figure ho wanted, and all cost of guarding to he 

"" tl! i : henTwas inexpedient to press for settlement of the many petty details which 
.... to make a good and workable agreement, for It was late the afternoon and 
T trusted to vour accepting a figure of say 1.500/. per annum, when details could he 
discussed unci agreement drawn, for which fiy the way I need your permission. 

I do not think that vou will do better than this HOW, though had it been done some 

few months ago it had been better, as thee the news ot the formation ol the ..any 

would not have raised their cupidity, and the public news telegrams afforded them Ins 

infer.turn hv the assistance of His Britannic Majesty s ..sol at .Mohainmerah You 

a were ol the causes of this unfortunate delay and are now aware that it was 
,„,ly~,n the 20th April that 1 had your authorisation to go ahead, acting on Major Coxs 

’ dV1 “; On my return here I wired, or honed to wire you my message dated the 
:ith April, of which 1 enclose translation and original tor your information. You will 
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see that the Sheikh absolutely refuses to sell tin* land to us, and it was questionable 
if it were expedient for us. being in the future neighbours, to attempt to work this sale 
under the authority of the concession, for the reason that the authority of His Imperial 
Majesty the Shah, nebulous at any time since the concession was granted, is now still 
more so, in fact they Buy he is dead as I write this. 

Under these circumstances 1 recommend you to accept the terms suggested, viz. 
1,500/. per annum for 1 square mile, about 040 jereeb, I named, the right to lay pipe 
lines any where in his country, and all cost- of guards to be paid by the company, the 
Sheikh nominating those s« employed and we fixing the rate of pay in the agreement, 
and the guards to lj«* paid monthly on or after the 13th on the month subsequent to 
that for which the pay is due. 

G. B. It. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 540. 

Mr. Ilct/n old! to Major Cor. 

(Confidential ) 

Dear •Sir, Ihtssoiah, April 30,1001). 

I IIAVK the honour tost ite that 1 took occasion to call on Captain Trevor when 
he was here recently, and a>k*-d him t*> tell you of the result, so far, of my seeing the 
Sheikh of Moiiummerah rr the land whieh is required by my principals for the refinery 
they propose to put lip on Abadan Island, some few miles >outh ol Mohammerah. 

Briellv put, we require 600 jereehs of laud, which now is uncultivated, with a 
frontage on the Shat el-Arab of some 2,000 yards, the area to extend from the Shat-el- 
Arab to the Salnuishir I liver, and the exact boundaries will he defined alter the survey 
in comse of making is finished. We fin tie r require the right today our pipe-line, as far 
as possible, 2 feet to .*{ fi*et under the ground, from the neighbourhood of the “ White 
nil Springs," via Weis and AhwaZ, along roiiglily the left hank of Kanin to Mohammerah 
and down Abadan Island to the site selected for refinery, between the. two villages of 
Unrein, on north, mid Barwards on south ol’ same. 

After some little discussion flu* price asked by the Sheikh per annum was 2,000/., 
the Company providing their own guards. 

A draft agreement drawn up by n.e, and as yet not shown to the Sheikh, is 
inelosed, whieh will h ■ found to embody all we require of him. 

2. On the 22nd 1 wired my principals what should read as follows: — 

“ I had an interview with Sheikh of Mohammerah to-dav, who, in consideration ol 
2,00u/. per annum oilers tohire us fifo acres on north site. Will permit pipe-line any¬ 
where in hi,s territories. Messrs, the O. S. U. must pay their own guards. What do 
you authorise me to oiler ! 

Would suggest that you make himuii offer of 1,G00/. Strongly recommend you to 
accept this. The Sheikh is not selling land. ’ 

I am tins day in receipt of a message whieh runs as follows:— 

We are of opinion that 500 . per annum is ample lor all land as per Campbell’s 
survey and your selection and strip for pipe-line. 

• \\ •• are arranging (that) Foreign office. London, telegraph (to) British Minister, 
lehran, authorising loan to Sheikh, conditloual (on? his agreement with foregoing. 

To this I have this day replied .is follows; 

In I'efeiviav to your cable of the 2i)th April no reference was made to loan. It 
is not understood." 

I now. ao.*logisiug for tin* trouble 1 am giving yon in this matter, and recog¬ 
nising that 11 is Britannic Majesty's Minister, Tehran, inn v possibly wire you on the 
mutter, send you the above information, tint you may Ik.* uu couruiit with what 1 have 
done and what has passed between the Sheikh and myself. 

I am leaving this lor Aliwuz and the Oil Field to-morrow, and should occasion 
require, and the line he not disconnected, you can wire me there ta “ Gcobrcv." 

Yours I’aithfullv, 

G. B. It. 

F.S.—I am sending a copy of this to my principals in Glasgow. Should it happen 
that, on behalf of the syndicate, the employment of an agent 1 m* required, I would Ik* 
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•dad if Messrs. Strick, of Bussorah, be asked to do what may l»e required, for the 
reason that Messrs. Grey Paul and Grey Mackenzie are agents to the Standard Oil 
Company of America. 

Hie following is an agreement entered into between the Sardar Arfa, Amir Ionian, 
Sheikh Klmzal Khan, Ibiu Hadji Jabbur Khan, Sheikh of Mohammerah, on the one part, 
uml hereinafter called “ The Sheikh,’’ and Messrs, the Concessions Syndicate (Limited) 
<.f Glasgow, N.B., on the other part, and hereinafter called “ The Syndicate/ m 
respect of land required by the latter in the territories of the former, for purposes of 
their business:— 

“ 2. It is hereby agreed that, in consideration of the payment to him by the syndicate 
of an annual rental of /. the Sheikh undertakes to hire to the syndicate an area 

of G50 joreelis of 4,669'square yards per jereeb on Abadan Island, and situated between 
the villages of Barein on the north and Bawarda on the south, being hounded on the 
west by the Shat*cl-Aral>, and on the east by the Bahmishir Rivers, and having a river 
frontage of yards on the former, and yards on the latter. 

“*3. The Sheikh further undertakes to allow the syndicate, free of all costs, to lay 
the pipe-lines wherever they may require in his lands, or in the lands for the time 
L ing under his jurisdiction or leased by him of others or purchased, and such uncul¬ 
tivated bind as may he needed by them for telegraph or telephone stations, pumping 
stations, or quarters for line inspectors or staff, of not more than lj jereehs at 
each spot. , .. 

“ 4. The Sheikh further grants the free use of an area of 10 jereehs at Ahwnz, 
and Ixirdering on the left bank of the River Karim, for purposes of storing material, 
erecting a store-house and such buildings as may lx* needed for .the business ol the 
syndicate. This area to he located opposite the island in the river and up stream 
from the garden adjacent to the landing-place used by steamers plying on the Upper 
Kanin. . . 

“ 5. The Sheikh further undertakes to nominate watchmen lor the efficient guarding 
of the property of the syndicate, and in each district through which the pipes may he 
laid, or the syndicate's property exposed to possible loss, he will furnish the represen- 
t ; ,tive of the*syndicate with the names of his representatives, who will he instructed 
hv him to supply reliable men for this work, on receipt 61 a request from the syndicate s 
representative on the spot. Any changes in the personnel of his representatives he will 
from time to time advise the syndicate’s representative. 

“ G. The guards employed being thus, as it were, guaranteed by the Sheikh, he under¬ 
takes to indemnify the syndicate, for loss incurred by theft ol property, when such is in 
charge of the said guards, and in the event of damage done wilfully to pipe-line, tanks or 
other propertv of the syndicate, he undertakes to do his best to trace the offenders, and 
in the event of identification, t>* inflict such punishment as may deter others, in the 
future, from doing the same and with the object, also, *'t making the property ol the 
syndicate respected in his lands. 

"7. The Sheikh further grants the right to the syndicate to make all bricks, 
tiles, &c., required by them, and to erect on the lauds so occupied by them, in 
accordance with the articles of this agreement, all buildings and machinery as may Is: 
la . ded by them for the proper execution of their business, which same buildings, Ac., 
will become the property of the Sheikh on the expiry of the concession referred to in 
the following article. , , . 

■‘8. This lease of land, and all the conditions pertaining thereto, will remain in 
f..i*<;e for such a period as muy be then remaining, at the date ol signing this .igieeinont, 
"i the concession grunted to Mr. W. K. DArcyby His Imperial Majesty the Shall 
of Persist and dated , or SUO]) shorter tune as the 

syndicate may wish, in consideration of the exigencies of their business, and, should the 
j' riud of the lease be so curtailed, t welve calendar months’notice of their intention 
will be given in writing to tie* Sheikh, prior to the termination of the 16086., Such 
iiHtiro will ho sent to the Sheikh, and, at the same time, a duplicate to His Britannic 
Majesty's consul at Mohanunerah, and its receipt by the latter will he held to he proof 
its receipt by the former. . . , . ox ... 

“ 9. This agreement, and all the articles therein, are accepted by the Sheikh 
binding on him and his heirs and successors, whom ever they uiu\ he. 

-10 The syndicate, on their part, agree to pay the above-named rental to the 
Sheikh in the following manner:— 

and to the credit of the Sheikh in tho hands of Messrs, the Imperial > 

3 Q 


nr. to 








242 


the receipt by the bank of the money being accepted as the full receipt of the Sheikh 
himself. 

“11. The syndicate bind themselves to employ ns guards and watchmen only 
those who may be recommended as reliable bv the Sheikh or his representatives in tire 
various districts, but only so long as his support of their authority over them, and las 
assistance: in the detection of thieves, and his punishment of them, when detected, he 
real and effectual. 

“ 12. The pavmont to the guards and watchmen engaged from the Sheikh’s men 
will he by the hands of the syndicate and on the following scale :— 

“ Fifty kruns per month of the Christian calendar and without food, and this will 
take place fifteen days subsequent to the end of the month during which it were 
earned. 


“ 111. In the event of a watchman, or any employe, leaving without giving due 
notice of one month, it is the rule ol the syndicate that fifteen days’ pay be forfeited, 
and, without exception, all native employes are engaged on these terms. 

“I I. The syndicate reserve to lliem.-olves the right to punish the watchmen 
by indicting lines to the extent of hull-month's pay as a maximum, and, in the event of 
their behaviour warranting a heavier punishment, they will lie handed over to the 
representative of the Sheikh in the nearest place, who. instructed by the Sheikh in the 
sense of paragraph 0 above, will do his best to uphold the authority of the syndicate 
among their watchmen and the respect of their properly among the people of the 
district, so avoiding unnecessary trouble to both parties of tins agreement. 

“ 15. This agreement is to he considered as in force from the date on which it is 
signed, I'n m which date the syndicate become liable for the above-named rental.” 

G. 11. 15. 


Inelosurc 3 in No. 510. 

Mr. C 'iini/ibell In Mr. Hamilton. 

Hear .Mr. Hamilton, Bu*sortth, Sormbtr 27, lOOfi. 

1 HAVE selected two excellent sites for refineries on Alndin Island, one about 
15 miles from I'ao telegraph station, at the entrance to the river, and the other about 
211 miles from Kao anil I I from Mohan,merah. 

'I here appears to he sufficient desert at either place to put down till the refining 
plant in the world. In my opinion, the land is very suitable for our purpose, and, as 
there is a deep channel about Imlf-n-mile broad at both points, steumeis will he mooted 
right alotieside. Steam, rs landing plant will he aide to do so within a few hundred 
yards ot the sites. Steamers must not; however, draw over 18 feet, on account of the 
bar outside Fan. Those arriving about that draught are lightened outside the bar, and 
loading is completed there on departure. 

From enquiries made here and on hoard the mail steamer, I find that 18 feet 
is tlie “ sa e ’ duiught, though when 1 came up in the “ Dwaika,” drawing 10 feet, she 
had to scrape through the bar (which is soft and harmless as far as the ship is 
concerned) with only I 1 loot of water. Then a “ shamtnal ’’ was blowing (a shammal is 
a strong north-westerly gale), and it appears that the wind has a great influence on tlie 
tidal rise ol tins river. A nor’-wester blows the water out and a southerly wind blows 
it in, so that, during the latter state of weather, ships have l»en known to gel out 
drawing 21 feet, For regular traffic 18 feet should not be exceeded. The tidal rise is 
only 8-10 feet. I lie water was quite sweet at the time I tried it, and the amount of 
salt it contained exceedingly small. 1 am told that it remains so at all seasons. 

I enclose a rough tracing oil’ the Admiralty chair you gave me in Glasgow 
showing sites selected. You will obtain a copy of tlie Basra Hiver anchorage chart 
to place tins over. I Hive left a copy of this tracing with Mr. Mackie, to whom you 
gave tin- a letter ol introduction, and who lias put me ujm omlertahlv,provided launches, 
&o., and accompanied me over the ground. He knows the spots, amt will point them 
out will'll asked to do so. 

I liese two sites art 1 , as far as 1 can see, perfect for our purpose, and seeing the size 
ol refinery in your mind, 1 suggest that you obtain tot less than 500 acres having a 
river frontage of 1,500 yards. If, however, the ground is cheap enough, 1 should advise 
you to take up as much as you can get for the money you wish to lav out. 









Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowlher. 


8fc ta r hL) r<m W"' M *» 2S| 1!,oa 

KAIiLN irrigation. . . 

PI,-use transmit I III* following i> Hi- Majesty - e01iHi1l-t5eniT.il at Bagdad : 

" 1 Vi-rv Cjoulidcnlial.) ,,.... , , 

" Hi.- Majesty’- (imvniuc nt are in commitment mu with the Sheikh ot Alonnm- 
mersli concerning the Karim irrigation ipiestiun 

• lnlorn. Sir \V. Willt.1. . iti.l impress .. him the im|s»rtiiiMs; -1 the mrttttesl 

v it is highly desirable dial an lurcign (ioverniiient <>r syndicate slmiild get 
a, Kiiiiw ..I it. Vim should a.hl that Ilia Majesty’s (invernuieiit earnestly hope that lie 
will siihmit his scheme In them before showing il to anyone else.' 
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I strongly advise you to secure site A-B (and failing it site C-D), which is 
situated, ns you will see from the jliart, just above OhnllabpPpiut, Your pipe-line 
could be easily led to it, it is right on the seaboard, About 20 miles inside the bar. As 
tar as I can see from charts, there is no point on the Persian coast outside the bur 
where vessels could load. I Inly 15 miles from Fan it will be an easy matter to keep in 
touch with you at homo bv running a launch daily to the Indo-European telegraph 
station. 1 am told that it is impossible to obtain sanction to lava private telegraph line 
through Turkish territory. Kao is in Asiatic Turkey. Mails arrive mid can he 
dispatched from there weekly. 

The land select® I is barren desert, that is, it is not cultivated, although it might 
In-so profitably, for the groan 1 is very fertile. 1 have carelndy avoided villages and 
,1,1c plantations, so that there is nothing in the way. _ It so happens that where the 
channel is deepest there are 110 villages or cultivation, biotii all accounts the date 
industry is increasing, and more area comes under cultivation each year. I lie fact must 
i,„ t l,e lost sight of, therefore, that the land selected might he taken up at any time. 
Naturally the dates are grown as hear the river as possible. It you consult the chart 
y„u will sec that, ns far as deep water is concerned, the sites selected me the only 
r ally good ones on the island. Both are on the Shat-el-Amb Hirer, which is the 
channel.for deep-sea steamers (10 feet draught) up to Bussoruh. The river on the other 
side of the island, the Burnisher, is too narrow and shallow for navigation or volume el 
Water. 1 have therefore disregarded it There is a flooding in spring time which, the 
natives say, covers the sites with about fi inches of water. I do not think that serious, 
lor the water can easily he bunded out, and all Inundations must lie raised ulrovo 
hjSliest water-level. I have asked Mr. Mackie to visit the sites when this flooding next 
occurs, and to report it there is more than a loot or two of water there. 

Except lor summer conditions— Muy-Oc:ober, when the temperature is seldom 
la-low 100° Fahrenheit night or day. and sometimes as high as I in’ Fahrenheit in the 
daytime—the working of a refinery should, 1 think, be satisfactory. There is apparently 
great variation in the temperature—depending on the prevailing wind south hot, 
north cool. Oil the morning of the 20th it. was 38° Fahrenheit at ti A.M., and at the 
same time to-day it. was 54 Fahrenheit . .... , 

Builditi*' materials are not plentiful, but there is lots of clay on the site tor buck 
making, au'dfiF a ran-jed for well ahead, would be ready for building operations. I doubt 
if we (amid ever make bricks ourselves as cheaply as natives. Some ot^ the br,c.,s here 
me fairly good, and work nut a little cheaper than ltaiigoon bricks. They would suit 
us unite well. 

Yours sincerely, 

ANDREW CAMPBELL. 


[ 20198 ] - N ’°- 5U - 

Office to Foreign Office.—< Item ml May 20.) 

Si,. ( India Office, Mag 2S, lOliD. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 2uth May I am directed to say that Viscount 
Morlev concurs i'll the proposal of Secretary Sir K. Drey to authorise Ills Majesty s 
Minister at Tehran to sign a convention as to the transfer of the Anihisian telegraph 
lines to the charge of the Indo-European telegraph department, on the condition that 
the provisions of the convention shall not become operative until approved by the 
National Assemble. Lord Morlev would at the same time suggest that, m accepting 
this condition, Sir G. Barclay should ask that the convention should lie kept secret 
until the time arrives for laying it hefore the Assembly for their approval. Copy of a 
note bv Mr. Kirk is enclosed. . . 

Lord Morlev further concurs in the proposal to intimate to Sir t.. Barclay that, on 
tli.- convention being signed, instructions may presumably be given to Ills Majesty s 

Ambassador at St. I’eter-lmrgh to request the llussiun Govern.nt to take action on 

hi- suggestion tlmt the two representatives at Tehran should bring before ilie Persian 
f Government at the first favourable opportunity the question of the exchange of 
control over the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratahad lines. 

1 am, Ac. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 
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Inclosure in Xo. 541. 

Xotc by the Director-in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph Depa: Intent, 
dated Mug 24, 1009. 

IT seems to me that it may be safely anticipated that the signing of the new 
cunvenI ion, even with the condition attached to its becoming operative, which Sir 
(i. Barclay has shown to be required, will ultimately secure for the British Government 
the renewal of the telegraph concessions and the control of the Arabistan lines. 

I would therefore suggest that, in accepting the proposed condition, the British 
Minister might perhaps ask that the new convention should be kept secret until the 
time arrives for laying it before the Assembly for approval. 

II. A. KIRK, 


120222 Xo. 542. 

Sir O'. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 29.) 

(Xo. 422.1 

l Iclcgraphic.) I’. Tehran, May 29,41909. 

GG\ ERMIRS1IIP of Tabreez. 

The appointment of governor-general of Tabreez has, I am informed by the 
‘Minister for foreign Allairs, been given to Ala-ed-Dowleh. 

This appointment was suggested by the Russian charge d'affaires, who tells me 
liowcivrr, iliiil in; (Ini not nring strong pressure to boar. 

Ilis Majesty’s consul-general at Tabreez thinks that Ala-ed-I)owleh should be 
Welcomed by the Nationalists, as he has suffered in their cause (see Brussels despatch 
No. < of the loth January, 1905). 1 

On this point, however, I am not convinced, as bis sincerity as a Nationalist is 
douhied ; yet, in view of Ins strength and energy, which eminentlv qualify him for the 
post, ! have not felt justified in discouraging the appointment. 

I lie nationalist candidate was Miikhter-cs-Sultanch, who was governor before the 
disturbances, but I do not tlunk the Russian Government would have welcomed his 
appointment, and much pressure would have been needed to secure it. 


120221J Xo. 54ft, 

Sir A. tCuolmu to Sir Edward Greg.— (Received Mag 29.) 

(Xo. 27tl.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. _ St. Petersburg/!, May 29,1909. 

\t -,V 'I'r'TT 1 N, |V U< ! " f ,Ih ' - U,h llls, ant. Suggested communication to 

.Mtljteluds ol Kerbela and Xejaf. 

I Vo posed •amendments are accepted by Russian Government, who have telegraphed 
to their Ambassador at t onslunlmople the text of the proposed communication 


120224 J No. 544. 

| ^ sir A. S'iroUn to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received Mag 29.) 

^ 1 ' ' ph'lisi'x^ * i’etemiturijii, May 29, 1909, 

1 saw M. leharykow to-day and his Excellency told .that the Russian general 

stall did inn consider toll,nel Marguni sufficiently seientilie to take Colonel l.iakboll's 
place and that lie would therefore not get the appointment, but that the general stall 
vou .d select one of their own members lor the post. (l„ previous occasions 

Mlirwmi twmIl^iicl^tt ll ‘ s,iuc,l >' ll,m tlu ' qVOiManu of Colonel 

• 1 i It'' !V t, ' ,,|l T7; 1 "" U, ., SI !. V l . ,1:l1 Itis Government were proposing to the Shah 

that die •‘"tick Brigade should be increased from 1,500 to 2,000 men. Part of this 
force, I understood, would lie stationed at Tabreez in order to form a body of police 
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In reply to an inquiry as to the state of affairs at Tabreez, M. Teliarykow said that 
all was going happily there. I remarked once more that, it that were so, the retention 
there of so large a Russian garrison was scarcely necessary. I said that I believed 
that both the Russian general and the Russian consul were agreed as to the possibility 
of now reducing the force. To this M. Teliarykow replied once more that the appoint¬ 
ment of a governor-general was still awaited. 

The views of M. Teliarykow as to the Zil-os-Sultnn's return to Persia seem to have 
undergone some slight modification, for at our interview to-day his Excellency remarked 
that the Zil's return might constitute a danger to the Shah, and that although the 
Russian Government did not altogether relish his presence in Persia, yet they would 
leave the Shall to settle that question for himself. In the event of the Zil returning, 
M. Teliarykow added, no protection would be afforded to him by the Russian Govern¬ 
ment. liis Excellency thought that the Shah's motive for desiring the Zil’s return was 
probably in order that he might squeeze money out of him. 


Sir Eduard Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 

(Xo. 327.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 29,199!). 

YOU may now co-operate with your Russian colleague in sending to the two 
eutsuls-general at Bagdad identic instructions concerning the communication to be 
made to the Mujiehids. (See St. 1’etersburgh telegram Xo. 27b of to-day's date.) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 3tt.) 

(Xo. 423.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 30, 1909. 

WITH reference to St. Petersburg® telegram Xo. 275 of the 27th May and my 
Xo. 109 of the 21st May. 

1. The present moment, I agree, is favourable, but the chances of the Assembly's 
ratifying our convention as regards the Arabistun line will, I am afraid, be reduced 
by the opposition which the exchange of the Tehran-Meshed and Klicef•Seistan lines 
will meet. 

2. 1)1 convention is now ready for signature. To attempt to alter the text now 
Would arouse suspicion and involve undesirable delay. 

The article is worded : " The Persian < lovernment; agrees not to employ, without 
the concurrence of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, any but Persians or 
tin' employes of the department." 

The Russian Government might possibly lie satisfied with our undertaking, should 
the ease arise, to support their demand for Russian signallers. 

3. A secret arrangement between the two Governments will, I presume, deal with 
the reservations as to the Russian sphere. 

I. I do not like to enquire of the company here ns to this payment, Of which I 
know nothing; 1ml it seems to me that we are now merely concerned with an 
arrangement by which Russia takes our place as regards the line. We have rights 
over the Tehran-Khanekin line, but, according to Kirk (see his niinuto of the 
Ith February), no liabilities connected with it. Should Russia at some future lime 
• I. -ire t" exercise the rights which it is intended she should take over from us, it w ill 
h. for her to come to a suitable arrangement with Persia respecting any liabilities 
which the Persian Government may have incurred in the administration of the line. 


[3022S] No. 547. 

Sir A. Xicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rnceiveil May 30.) 

(No. 279.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Peteroburgh, May 30, 1909. 

TEI.EGRAPH arrangements in Persia. a 

The official reply to my aide-me'utoirc has now reached me. In substance it is 
pr.il ticallv in agreement with my telegram Xo. 275 of the 27th May. Russian < lovcrn- 
[164'Jj 3 R 







ment would wish the secret agreement with regard to the possible employment some 
da* of Russian signallers on the Arabistan lines to be worded somewhat as follows:— 

(R.) “Reserving to themselves by means of a special agreement Persian Govern- 
nicnt's right of control over and repair on the Persian telegraph lines in Arabistan, 
ami having the intention to admit for work oil those lines and offices only Persian 
subjects and officials of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, British Government 
will not place obstacles in the way if in time it should appear necessary for tin- 
Russian Oovernmeut to dispatch their telegraph officials to the lines mentioned for the 
purpose of telegrams in the Russian language on principles analogous with those which 
have been established in regard to the Khaf-Seistan line.” (End of \l.) 

Attention is drawn in tin* memorandum to the necessity of effecting as soon as 
possible the exchange ol the Tehran .Meshed and KhnJ-Xasratalladsections; and the 
memorandum goes on to say that ii would be highly desirable that the necessary 
instructions should he sent to lli< Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. Tim requisite 
authority has already been sent to M. Subline. 


[ 20236 J No. 548. 

Sir /•’. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 30.) 

[By post.] 

(No. 75,) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair . Baris, May 20, 1900. 

PERSIA. 

Your telegrams No. 35G of the 21th instant, No. 357 of tin* 25th instant, my 
despatch No. 201 nf the 21th, and Tehran telegram No. 410 of 20th May. The Russian 
Ambassador and 1 have together seen the Nnsr-ul-Mulk to-day. 

As the British and Russian Governments are prepared to give him personal pro¬ 
tection lie will lie willing to return to Tehran if he receive the formal offer by the Shah 
of the position of President of the Council and Minister of Finance, hut he cannot leave 
Europe lbr I he next few weeks or two months, for there is to he a fresh consultation of 
doctors in a few i lays to deride whether his son j aged 11, is to go through a cure at 
Evian or undergo an operation for suppuration of the kidney. The cure would 
probably take six weeks. 

I he Nasi-iiBMulk says that he does not seek office, but he will accept it for the 
good of Persia if the Shah will carryout the Anglo-Russian programme as descrilicd in 
the newspapers, lie would very much like to have details of the programme. 


[19978! No. . r »49. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Xicolson. 

(No. 7015.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 30, PJ09. 

PERSIAN telegraph lines. 

WV are submitting points in your telegram No. 275 of the 27th instant to the 
India < Mliee for their views. 


[20231] No. 550. 

Sir G, I'mclai/ to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 51.) 

i No. 125.) 

(I elegraphic.) P. Qulahek, May 31, 1909. 

IN my telegram No. 122 I reported the appointment of A la-cd-1 towleli as governor 
ol Tabrec/.. The Nationalists of Tehran are very indignant, as they regard Ala-ed- 
Dowleli as a reactionary, and they think his appointment due to Russian pressure. 

llis Majesty's consul-general seems, however, to be Still in favour of the appoint¬ 
ment. lie points out how essential is a strong governor for Tahreez, and says that 
there is no reason tu suppose the appointment will he generally unpopular in the town, 
though there is a noisy section which wants a docile governor. 
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[20232] No. 551. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 31.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gutahek, May 31, 1009. 

' ACTION of Russian military authorities in TnbriH'Z. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 134 of the 30th May, from His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Tabreez:— 

■* More trouble lias resulted from an insignificant encounter which took place four 
,lay> ago between two local fedais in the llakmelmd quarter. One of these lied to 
Russian consulate-general, and the other was subsequently arrested by Russian troops, 
who blew up bis own house and his brother’s. They are all one more rascally than the 
other. While thus occupied, the Russian soldiers found a barricade, which had been 
up till then overlooked, and destroyed it. 

" Sat!nr Khan and Raglier Khan, as a result of this action, went last night to the 
Turkish consulate-general, and remain there in bust. 


“ (The following is confidential.) 

“ Whim I pointed out to my Russian colleague that, in mv opinion, the military 
authorities were acting in a tactless manner and incompatibly with die spirit of Ihe 
promises we had made to the inhabitants, and that I should la; obliged^ to report 
accordingly, lie replied that the matter did not meet with bis own approval." 


202331 


No. 552. 


- ir G. Bn relay Id Sir Edward Grru.—(Received Mm/ 31.) 

(No. 127.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. Tehran, May 31, 1000. 

,\< ’TI0.N of Russian military authorities at Tabreez. 

With reference to my telegram No. 420 of to-day. 

I learn from His Majesty’s consul-general at, Tabreez, that the Turkish consul- 
general is said to be encouraging the anti-Russian movement, and has hired houses 
adjacent to his consulate to lodge liastis, Whose numbers have increased during the day. 

It is rumoured that Taki Zudeli contemplates taking asylum at the Herman 
consular agency. 

Mr. Wratislaw adds that Russian consul-general is quite unable to exercise any 
control over the military authorities. Kither this or his protestations as to his attitude 


are insincere. 


[20234] No. 553. 

Sir G. I In relay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 31.) 

i No. -12S.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Guiahek, May ol, lt‘00. 

RUSSIAN action at Tahreez. 

I fear that the good effect produced by the loyal eo-operntion of my Russian 
e illeague in our efforts towards securing the ’restoration of constitutional government 
will be undone by the action of military authorities in Tabreez. It is necessary 
that a considerable portion of the Russian troops should at the earliest moment bo 
withdrawn and the general in command of them instructed most strictly, and at once, 
to Use his men for no purposes other than those for which they were avowedly 
dispatched, if wo are not to see a recrudescence of the old mistrust of Russia. 

This unwarrantable action of the Russians at Tabreez gives the Nationalists 
"xe.-llcut ground for agitation, and while it continues we cannot liopo to see the country 
settle down. 
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[20235] No. 554. 

‘Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Giey.—(Received May 31.) 

(No. 420.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, May 31,1009. 

XASR-UL-MULIv. 

A telegram lias been sent to Xasr-ul-Mulk by the Shall, offering him the office of 
President of the Council with the portfolio of Finance, an<l inviting him to return at 
once to Persia. 1 

Reference is to my telegram Xo. Ill) of the 25th May. 


! 20228) Xo. 555. 

Sir .4 Xi colson to Sir Edward (in y.—(Rrctivtd May 31.) 

(Xo. 2S1.) 

(Telegraphic.,) P. >'/. Petersbargh , May 31 f 1009. 

TA H|{ Y.V.Z.. I saw my Turkish colleague to-‘lav, and lie showed me a telegram which 
he had received from Uifaat Pasha, stating that a report had reached Constantinople 
to the effort that llaghir Khan and Sattar Khan had taken “bast” in the Turkish 
consulate at Tubreez. Uifaat Pasha expressed a hope that no dilliculties would he 
made by ( leneral Snerskv with regard to thc.M* refugees. 

1 told Turkhau Pasha that no news in confirmation of this report had yet reached 
me. | addl'd that, in view of the general amnesty which had been proclaimed for 
political offender*, I was at a loss to account for Sattar Khan, at any rate, having taken 
“ bast." I could not see how such matters concerned the Uussian general. 


[20238] Xo. 55f>. 

Sir (1. I.nirthrr to Sit Edward Grey ,— (Received May Ml.) 

(Xo. 192.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Conifantinoplc, May 31, 1909. 

MI'.ITKIIIhS. 

With reference to your telegram Xo. 327 of the 29th instant. I have the honour to 
report that I have agreed with my Uussian colleague on the terms of identic instructions 
which have to-day been scut to Bagdad. 


120234 Xo. 557. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Xieolsoit. 

Xo. 7os.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign 0//iVr, May Ml, 1909. 

TABU KM. 

lieport in Sirti. Barclay's telegram Xo. 42S of to-day that good elTeel of loyal 
co-operation of the two legations in tin* interests of' peace is being impaired by 
arbitrary action of Uussian military authorities, and that the chances of a general 
restoration of confidence by means of a constitution are diminishing for the same 
reason, is much to he deplored. 

Mention to M. Isvolsky how undesirable this state of affairs is, and press him to 
lose no time in sending definite instructions to the Uussian general at Tubrecz to 
confine himself to bis original task of guarding the consulates and protecting the live* 
and properly of foreign subjects. 

It would In* helpful towards restoring confidence if some start were made in 
recalling from Tabrcez scene portion of the large Uussian force, which might well he 
done now that a strong governor-general has been appointed. This step should hi¬ 
st ronglv recommended to M, Isvolsky. 
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[20237] No. 555*. 

Sir G. Lowthcr to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 31.) 

(No. 191.) 

'Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 31, 1909. 

K A RUN KH ERKER irrigation. 

Very Confidential.) 

Following is from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad :— 

“ Referring to your Confidential telegram of the 29th May, Sir William Willcocks 
says that he has a clear idea how [?] the Kherker and Karun irrigation ought to be 
done, as the necessary information is obtainable from the old canals and works. In 
order, however, to make a definite scheme lie would have to know whether the ancient 
Kherker dam was made of masonry or earth, and would have to have two engineers for 
two months to join the ancient Kherker dam to Morton’s levels on the right bank of 
the Karun. 

“Sir William is ready to: put his knowledge and skill at Ilis Majesty’s Government’s 
disposal, and he will not mention the project to any persons of foreign nationality.” 
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[20287] 


No. 558. 


Sir G. Lowiher to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received June 1.) 

~~ ‘ Constantinople, May 25, 1909. 

0 \t the 19th March I-received a note from the Persian Embassy here enclosing a 
,eke-ram received from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Tehran, announcing that 
Ottoman customs officials had established themselves at Soldouz, Soujboulak, and 
Harandonz, in Persian territory, and were levying customs duties by force from Persian 


I have caused repeated enquiries to be made hero with regard to this allegation, 
but 1 am positively assured by both the Porte and the customs officials here that no 
cummins posts have been established at the places mentioned in the Persian Ambassador s 
letter. 

I have, Ac. 

GEUAllD LOlTHER. 


120504] 


No. 559. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 1.) 


THE I'nder-Secretarv of State for India presents his compliments to the Lnder- 
Sccrctarv of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Motley forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter to the Admiralty, 
dated the 25th May, relative to the proposed increase of the salutes ot the Sheikas ol 
Mohainmerah, Koweit, and Bahrein. 

India Office, May 29, 1909. 


Iuclosure in No. 559. 

India Office to Admiralty. 

^ India Office, May 25, 1909. 

’ 1 \M directed bv the Secretary of State for India to enclose, to be laid before 

ihe Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copy of correspondence as to the proposed 
iiicre-tsc from live to twelve guns of the salutes of the Sheikhs ol Mohatn.nerah and 
Koweit and from live to eleven of that of the Sheikh ol Bahrein, the salutes to lit 
personal in all three cases to the present chiefs; also as to the grant ol a salute ol live 
outs to the eldest sons of the Sheikhs of Mohainmerah and Koweit and of throe guns 
m the eldest sort of the Sheikh of Bahrein, on the occasions when they visit one of Ills 
Vlaiestv's ships as their fathers' representatives. - 

' Subject to anv observations which the Lords Commissioners may have to offei, 
Viscount Morley would propose to approve the introduction o changes,g p 

l,... V f it to the discretion of the Political Resident in the 1 eisian < mil to Ou itl., n 
consultation with Ills Majesty’s Minister at Teinn, when it would be opportune to 
make the announcement to the sheikhs concerned. ^ am ^ 

’a rtrvnt.v.Y 


[20502] Xo ' 5G0 * 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June I.) 

Till' Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Hnder- 
<5 . !.vO , Ponuon Affairs, and, by direction ol Viscount Morley, 

ffirwarils herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
!„ |be Viceroy, dated the lltli May, relativo to accommodation lor troop at Robui. 

India Office, May 29, 1909. 








In a subsequent telegram Mr. Wratislaw reports as follows :— 

" The number of people at the Turkish consulate-general to-day is not groat, and 
die proposed demonstration does not seem likely to be successful." 


[20565] No. 5G4. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rcccimd June 1.) 

(No. 133.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 1, 1909. 

RUSSIAN action in Tabreez. 

1 learn, with reference to my telegram No. 120 of yesterday, from His Majesty's 
consul-general at l’abreez, that the linssinns have put forward a large claim for 
damages to their road against Sattar Khan. This is doubtless the reason that ho 
sought, refuge at the Turkish consulate-general. 

This and other action of the Russian military authorities at Tahreez have roused 
considerable indignation in Tehran- a sentiment to which the more active Nationalists 
are not the only ones to give utterance. 


[20426] No. aGa. 

Sir A. Sic.Ison to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 1.) 

(No. 282.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petenburgh, May 31, 1909. 

TABRS&Z. 

1 have called M. Isvolskv’s attention to the incident referred to in Sir O. Barclay’s 
telegrams Nos. 12(1 and 127 of the 31st May, and have expressed the opinion that the 
settlement of small differences arising between the inhabitants of Tabreez had bettor 
he left to the Persian vice-governor. At the ame time I suggested that the Russians 
might now diminish the number of their troops and withdraw them altogether on the 
arrival of the new Persian governor. 


[20561] No. 50fi. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 1.) 

(No. 283). 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Peterrhuryh, June 1, 1909. 

TABREEZ. Your telegram No. 70S of the 31 .st May. 

Last night I addressed a letter to M. Isvolsky on the subject of tho Russian 
general’s action at Tabreez, and this morning I went to seo his Excellency. 

M. Isvolsky had received a telegram from the Russian consul at Tahreez and read 
it I" me. The telegram stated that two or three Russian subjects were under arrest 
mid would lie deported for having used inllnmmatory language. It said that a search 
had been made in their houses, but made no mention of houses having been blown up, 
nor of any interference with Persian subjects. 

It was further reported by the Russian consul that communications had been 
passing of late between the Turkish consulate-general and Sattar Khan and others, and 
that Sattar Khan had now taken refuge at that consulate-general with about 200 other 
persons. It seemed that the Ottoman tlovernmeut were willing to secure their safe 
departure from the country if they desired to go. 

In the Russian consul's report there was apparently nothing to indicate that there 
wa> any connection between the arrest of the Russian subjects and the action of Sattar 
Khan and his companions in taking bast. 

M. Isvolsky remarked that the information which had reached His Majesty's 
('"Vermnent was evidently at variance with that which had reached him. I promised 
t, telegraph to you the substance of the Russian consul's telegram, and said that, 
perhaps we should succeed in clearing the matter up. I look the opportunity of 
suggesting once more that an immediate reduction of tho number of the Russian troops 
m I abrecz would remove all misunderstandings and be of great advantage. M. Isvolsky 
remarked that he had only just come hack to St. Petorsburgh ; that he must acquaint 
himself with tho situation'and talk it over with his advisers in the Ministry for Foreign 
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Affairs. I observed that matters of internal Persian concern lay outside General 
Snarsky’s province |nd that tin? latter should not overstep the objects for which lie 
had been sent. To this M. Isvolsky replied that, so far as his information went 
General Snarsky had not exceeded his functions and had only ordered the arrest of 
persons of Russian nationality. 


[20595] No. 507. 

Indio ()Jfirr fa Foreign Office.—(Received June 2.) 

Sir, /»,/;„ OJ/ice, Mug 28, 100!). 

Willi reference to your letter of tin- 26th instant, I am directed to say that 
Viscount .Morley agrees in the view expressed by Sir K. Grey that, in tlie existing 
circumstances at Mohammerah, an officer of the Indian service should he appointed to 
that place, and that the best means of giving effect to this proposal will be to appoint 
Captain Haworth to .Mohannnerah and .Mr. McDouall to Kernianshah. 

Lord Morley sees no objection in principle to the proposal--which would he in 
accordance with the scheme put .forward in vour letter of the 20th February—that 
Mohammerah should he permanently allotted to the Indian service and Kcrnuuisha'h to 
the Levant service. 

I am to enclose draft of a telegram which, subject to Sir F. Grey’s conClUTeuce, 
Lord Morley proposes to address to the Viceroy on the subject.* 

I am, &e. 

COLIN G. CAMPIH-LL. 


1.20606] No. 568. 

Sir O. liurclog to Sir Edwurd Gre (Received June 2.) 

(No. UK) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek, June 2, 190& 

XASIM'L-MI I.K. 

Another refusal ul the Shah’s offers, reported in my telegram Xo. 12!) of the 
• ".1st May, has been received from Xasr-ul-Mulk, who excuses himself on the ground of 
his soils illness. He might, however, possibly lie induced to change his mind by the 
assurance of protection from the two legations.. 

I lie existing situati u might he relieved by the announcement that he had done so, 
which would be particularly opportune at the present juncture. 


20630J 


Xo. 561). 


(X<>- 

(I ele 


Si. (i. Hurting t‘> Sir Edwurd Greg.—(Received June 2.) 


graphic.) p. 

I A Pit I . \'.Z, situation. 

I have received the billowing telegram, Xo. 
ibreez: — 


Guluhek, June 2, 1909. 
139, from JI is Majesty’s consul-general 


I have this evening received a letter from my Turkish colleague, in which ho 
mlorms me that I urkish protect ion has been accorded to the persons and property of 
Satlai Khan, llagher Khan, and other lending men of Tabree*/, whose names will he 
eomiuumcatr'd to me at a later date, lie further n<»tili»*< that any claims put forward 
by Prii mi subjects against these individuals siioiild lu* dealt with through his agency. 
M i> reply that I must continue, as herctolorc, to present to the Persian authorin'^ 
clam is by Pritish subjects against persons of that nationality? 

I he demonstration will ol course he encouraged by Turkish consul-general's 
action, which. I hear, was inspired from Constantinople.” 

xi^ m.' l, ‘| l '.p ,i d'K , 'd my approval of Mr. W ratisluw’s proposed reply. 

My 1 urkish colleague tells me that the arbitrary action of the Russian military 


* Not |iriiiU!<l. 
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authorities was responsible for the bast, and not his consul’s encouragement. He 
denies all knowledge of the Turkish consul-general having accorded the refugees at his 
consulate protection against foreign claims, lie is telegraphing to him not to persist 
iu this latter pretension. 


[20684] No. 570. 

Sir G. Barclag to Sir Edwurd Greg —(Received June 2.) 

(No. 436.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek, June 2, 1009. 

RUSSIAN action at Tabrecz. 

I have received the following telegram, Xo. MO of the 1st June, from Ilis Majesty’s 
consul-general at Tnbreez :— 

“There have been attempts, until now ineffective, on the part of the demonstrators 
to close the bazaars. 

“ Sattar and Bagher Khans, as far as I can learn, enjoy only the support of their 
personal retainers and those of their party who would profit by a continuance of 
disorder. They are endeavouring to gain the adherence of the general public by a 
policy of intimidation, but peace and quiet seem to be the only desires of the greater 
majority. I learn from several respectable people Here that their names have recently 
been used in telegrams from the nationalist leaders to Tehran without any authorisation 
on their part. 

“The agitation is undoubtedly being fostered by the Turkish consul-general, who 
is now occupied in the? manufacture of Turkish flags for distribution to the people. 

“The whole unfortunate complication, however, must be ascribed to the foolish 
action of the Russian military authorities.” 


[20685] No. 571. 

Sir G. Rorcltni to Sir Edwurd Greg.—(Received June 2.) 

(Xu. 137.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek , June 2, 1909. 

XASR-UL-MULK would do well to telegraph his intentions without ambiguity if 
In- really proposes to return as soon as his soil’s health allows. 

The explanation of his attitude given to the two Ambassadors, as reported in Sir 
F. Bertie’s telegram Xo, To, does not at all coincide with the information which 1 have 
received from the Minister for Foreign Affairs here. 

Reference is to my telegram Xo. 431 of the 1st June. 


[20079] No. 572. 

Sit Edward Greg to Sit G. Bar clog. 

(Xo. 273.) _ 

(Telegraphic*) P. Foreign Office, June 2, 1909. 

L< >AX to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Following to bo forwarded to His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushirc, in answer 
t" his telegrams of the ISth May last :— 

“ With regard to reference to payment to Raklitiaris of an annuity of 1,0Q0L, the 
Company know nothing iof the matter, and do not understand what is meant. 

“With regard to the first of the stipulations made by the Sheikh, the Company 
can only give an undertaking not to remove their buildings and machinery when the 
le.i-i' expires, as according to the terms of their concession their plant then passes to 
1 Persian Government, and cannot therefore become the property of the Sheikh. 
l’i a ided that Mich a guarantee is given, and that tho Sheikh asks a rental of not more 
than 050/. per annum does it seem likely to you that the Sheikh would accept a payment 
4'»\vn of 12,500/., 15,000/. of which would represent a (5 per cent, loan which could he 
f' l-iid either in full at the end of ten years, or in instalments while the remaining 
'•.•*!<would represent the payment in advaueo of the capitalized value of ten years 
rent ? 

[1640] 3 T 
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“The draft agreement (see letter of the 30tli April from Reynolds) explains 
what the Company would be prepared to accept in satisfaction of their requirements 
which the Sheikh has summed up under six headings. Ascertain if this draft agreement 
would he acceptable to the Sheikh.” 


[20236] No. 573. 

Sir Ediraul Grey to Sir A. Sicolson. 

(No. 711.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 2, 1900. 

NAS! I - U Iy-M tJLK is acquainted with the resumes given of programme in the 
press, and is anxious for more definite information. 

1 consider that there would be no harm in letting him see text of programme, as 
suggested in Sir K. Bertie's telegram No. 75 of the 29th May. 

Ask whether Russian Government see any objection to this. 


[20792] No. 574. 

Sir G. liar clay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 3.) 

(No. 438.) 

v LVlegiiipliicA R. Tehran, June 3, 190S. 

ST. PETERSBURG II telegram No. 283 [of the 1st June). 

My Russian colleague and 1 have instructed the two consuls to concert together to 
send us full report as to events which preceded the Turkish bast, and to make reports 
as nearly as possible agree. 

Whether or not Russian General has exceeded his orders, there can bo no doubt 
that Turkish consul-general has acted in a manner calculated to in(lcime agitation 
against the presence of Russian troops, and a note which the Turkish Charge d’AITaires 
has addressed to the Turkish Government,and to which my Russian colleague has had 
secret access, loads to the belief that the consul-general has acted under instructions. 
Sent to St. Petersburg!!, 


[20796] No. 575. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 3.) 

(No. 139.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 3, 1909. 

HAST at Turkish consulate-general at Tabreez. 

In my immediately preceding telegram 1 mentioned a note addressed by the 
Turkish elwrge cl’affaires to the Persian Government. My Russian colleague has now 
furnished mo with a copy of this. It is, it appears, presented in reply to a communica¬ 
tion from the Persian Government complaining of the Turkish consul-general’s 
interference in alTnirs which concern only the Shah’s Government. 

In tin? Turkish note it is stated that the oppressive action of the Russian general 
was thi* cause of the bast, and the consul-general, in his quality of representative of a 
ncighlMuiring and eo-religionary State, felt it his duly to give asylum to and protect 
the lives and property of the refugees. 

Sadroddin Bey further asserts that these men can only quit the consulate in safety 
when tin- Russian general has modified his present attitude, and trusts that the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs will agree that the dictates of a foreign official cannot be forced on 
men who are the leaders id' a whole nation and who have shed their blood in the cause 
of their country’s independence. 


'V 2T . j/T ■ ’ 
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[20795] No. 57G. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 3.) 

(No. 236.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, June 3, 1909. 

THE Turkish Ambassador has been advised by the Russian Government that 
the best course would be to allow Sat tar Khan and those who are with him to leave 
Persia after having obtained proper guarantees for their security. 


[19782] No. 57 7. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 274.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 3, 1909. 

DEFENCE works for Mis Majesty’s Consulate in Seistan. 

Are these, in your opinion, necessary, and is it advisable to continue them 1 
See telegram from Viceroy of India of tire [3rd May last. 


[20630] No. 578. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 276.) 

(Telegraphic.) It. Foreign Office, June 3,1909. 

YOUIt telegram No. 435 (of the 2nd June, Tabreez). 

Action approved. 


[20783] No. 579. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicotson. 

(No. 713.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , June 3, 1909. 

RUSSIAN action at Tabreez. 

The conduct of the Russian military authorities tends to make it impossible for 
Mis Majesty's Government to maintain u passive attitude in Persian affairs, and threatens 
to subvert completely the arrangements now being concluded at Tehran and to embroil 
everything again. It is clear from telegrams received from Mis Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran that the Russians are intervening actively in the internal affairs of the country 
against the Nationalists, and this if it continues will eventually result in our being 
compiled to interfere in their favour. I consider that the situation thus created is 
becoming critical. It will become necessary for me to admit, if questioned, in Parlia¬ 
ment, that Great Britain and Russia are no longer acting in concert in Persia. The 
Russian General at Tabreez lias exceeded bis instructions and gone beyond the declared 
intentions of his Government, and I cannot deny this unless some steps are taken by 
Russian Government to control his action. In default of such steps we shall witness a 
return of the old situation which was so deplorable—that of one Persian faction looking 
to Great Britain for support and the other to Russia, If we restrict our action to the 
protection of foreigners and maintain an impartial attitude it is essential that the Russian 
military authorities should do the Same, and the Russian Government must understand 
this. 

You should put these considerations before them, and represent to them that I can 
no longer attempt to explain or defend the situation in Parliament unless they make 
dear their intention to conform their attitude to ours, which they could do at once by 
loginning to withdraw their troops, whose numbers exceed considerably those required 
for the purpose for which they were intended. 

This step should therefore ho urged upon M. Isvolski. 
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Sir Edward Grey lo Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 717.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1\ Foreign Office, June 3,1009. 

ARABIKTAN telegraph line. (See Tehran telegram No. 423 of the 30th May, 
and your telegram No. 270 of the 30th May). 

Iti view of Sir G. Barclay’s telegram 1 think that it would be‘well for the agree¬ 
ment to be signed unaltered and without delay. Ascertain whether Russian 
Government are disposed to accept suggested declaration. 


Sir Edward Grei / la Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 71b.) 

(Telegraphic.) |\ Foreign Office, June 3,1909. 

RUSSIAN action at Tahreez, (See my telegram No. 717 of to-day. 

It would lx* mo>t deplorable if the headstrong conduct of the Russian military 
authorities fit Tabreez. were to upset the policy of the Russian Foreign Office and 
reverse its consequences. I am fully conscious that up to the luesent the good relations 
between the two countries have been strengthened by this policy, and that its effect on 
Persia is lihelv to be beneficial. 


Sir Edward Grrtf to Sir E. Bertie. 

(No. 309.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 3, 1909. 

XASU-UL-MULK\S return. (See telegram No. 437 of yesterday from Tehran, 
repeated to you). 

'l <iu should riel in concert with your Russian colleague in trying to induce 
Na-r-ul-Mulk to send an imumhiguims telegram to the Persian Goyijrnment, as required 
hv them. 


Sir Edward Cirri lo Sir F. Untie. 

(No. 210.) 

b* r , ^ Foreign Office, June 3, 1009. 

1 HAVE received your Excellency'll despatch No. 108 of the 31st ultimo relative 
to the reported pillage of villages belonging lo the Zil-es-,Sultan. 

lo the questions asked hv His Serene Highness in the letter which he has 
addressed lo you as lo what he should do in the circumstances and as to whether Ilis 
Majesty s Government cun afford him adequate protection, your Excellency should 
reply that Ilis Majesty's Government are unable to extend further the protection 
accorded lo himself and his family, hut that discretion will be given to His Majesty’s 
Minister at I eitraii to do what lie properly can uiiotliriully, in conjunction with the 
Russian < 'barge d Affaires, in the interests ,,f humanity, should the report which has 
reached His Serene Highness prove to lie well founded. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) E. GHEV. 


Foreign Office In Inilm Office. 

bir, Foreign Office, June 3, 1 HOG. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Kdtvard Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19ill ultimo relative lo |he withdrawal of the doublo company of native 
infantry stationed at Rohat since 100(1, and to t : proposal to increase the escort of 
Ilis Majesty's Consulate in Seistim. 
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I ain to inform you in reply that, as regards tile former point, Sir E. Grey concurs 
in Viscount Morley’s proposal, as set forth in the second paragraph of your letter, to 
approve the action of the Government of India, to withdraw the double company at the 
end of the present arms traffic season. 

As regards the latter point, I am to state that, in Sir E. Grey’s opinion, the 
present political situation in Persia affords no reason for reconsidering the decision 
already reached not to increase the escort of His Majesty’s Consulate in Seistau. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) T.OUIS MALLET. 


[20920] No. 585. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received June 4.) 

(No. 410.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guialicit, June 4, 1000. 

ACTION of Russian military authorities at Tabreez. 

Willi reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 283 of the 1st June, my Russian 
colleague tells me, very confidentially, that the Foreign Office at St. Petcrsl>urg]l lias 
administered a severe rebuke to M. Miller for neglecting to report more fully on recent 
events, and thus placing M. Isvolsky in a false position towards Mis Majesty's 
Ambassador. 

The reports which I'have received from Ilis Majesty’s consul-general at Tabreez 
have been confirmed by those of the Russian military authorities. 


[20921] No. 58(1. 

Sir G. Barclag to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received June 4.) 

(No. 111.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahck, June 4, 1909. 

’ITRCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

The Persian Government have addressed a note to the two legations complaining 
of encroachments in the frontier districts by the Turks. Much of the note is vague, hut 
the following allegations are more or less explicit 

Four villages in Persian territory - Sheikh Kazi, Jczdikan, Cliehrik, and Iiijiek— 
are threatened by Turkish troops. 1 cannot locate the last-named, hut tile lirst three 
are in the neighbourhood of Salmas. 

Threats of pillage and other inducements to become Turkish subjects are held 
before the inhabitants. 

Military measures have been taken in the Soujboulak district, and custom-houses 
established The Turkish consular agent has been inviting the population to 
acknowledge Turkish sovereignty, and rebellious tribes are being incited to attack the 
town. 

Turkish passports have been given to Persian subjects by the Turkish troops who 
have drawn near to Urnmia. 

The note Irom the Persian Government finally requests that representations may 
1)0 made by tile two Governments at Constantinople. 


20916] 


No. .’87. 


Sir F. Bertie lo Sir Edward Greg.—(Received June 4.) 

(No. 77.) 

(TelegrapliiSl) P. Parh, June 4, 1909. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 369 of the 3rd instant, and also a repetition 
,,f Sir G. 11arelay’s telegram No. 437 of the 2nd June ill regard to the Nasr-ul-Mulk. 
The Russian Ambassador informed me when I hail an interview with his 


Excellency in company with the Nasr-ul-Mulk to-day that he had as yet not received 
any instructions. The latter stated that lie had received a telegram from the Shah on 
the 29th ultimo which merely said that, " the functions of Minister of finance having 
liven attributed to you, you are lo come at mice to Tehran.” The Nasr-ul-Mulk sent a 
telegram on the following day expressing his devotion to the Shall, and asking that ho 
might he granted the del'llv necessary for the completion of his son’s treatment before 
[1(149] ‘ 3 II 
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Tiimself returning to Tehran. He said lie would write by post to the same effect. The 
Shah's curt telegram contains no offer of the Presidency of the Council, and he feels 
that it docs not imply that His Majesty has confidence in him or looks upon his 
employment as welcome. 

(Confidential.) 

The Xasr-ul-Mulk says that he suspects that Saad-cd-1 lowleh is anxious to he 
confirmed himself ip the office of President of the Council, and will consequently put it 
to the Shah that he is unwilling for other reasons than his son's state of health to 
return to Persia, and so prejudice him in His Majesty's eyes. He considers that so 
long as the Minister for f oreign Affairs is acting as President he should be held 
responsible for the government of the country. 

lie says that he will be ready to act in accordance with any advice you may give 
him ns soon as his son’s treatment has been completed. 


[20595] Xo. 58S. 

■So- Eduard Grru to tfir G. Barclay. 

(No. 281.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. boreiyn OJJirc , June 4, 1909. 

PEXHIXt 1 final exchange of consulates between the home and Indian Govern¬ 
ments, tlm latter are being instructed to arrange personal exchange immediately 
between McDouall and Haworth. You should take any steps which may he 
necessary. 

for reference please see my telegram Xo. 203 of the 25th May. 


[20795] Xo. 589. 

>ir Edward (ire r/ to Sir A. Xicolson. 

(No. 720.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Fartign Office, June 1, 1009. 

PLEASE see telegram No. *131) of tho 3rd June from Tehran. 

'1 In re would he no necessity to give any special safeguards to Sattar Khan and his 
followers (see your telegram No. 280 of the 3rd June) if they decide to leave Persian 
territory of their own accord and not under compulsion. 

Ihit the effect which would he produced in this country by their leaving Persia in 
order to avoid being Subject'll to oppressive treatment by the Russian general would 
he most unfortunate, as it would be considered that their departure was enforced in 
order to give satisfaction the Shah and the reactionary party among his supporters, 
and that some of the most important of the Nationalists were being deported at the 
instance of the Russian general. 


[20229] No. 090. 

Foreign Office to India Office* 

Sir, ^ l orciijn Office, June ^ 1909. 

WIIII reference to the letter from this department of the 20th ultimo and your 
reply t>I the 28tli ultimo, I am directed hv Secretary Sir E. Urey to transmit to you, to 
be laid before the Secretary of State for India, copies of correspondence, as marked in 
the margin, 0 on the subject of telegraphs in Persia. 

It will be seen that lour points have been raised by the Russian Government:— 

1. I he proposed exchange of the Tehran Meshed and Klmf-Xasrntabad lines. 

2. The reservation of Russian rights on the Arabistan lines. 

3. The construction of an extra line from Tehran to Shahrud. 

I. I lie financial position of tin- Tchmu-Khauikin line. 

In view of the Iresh stage now reached by tin* question, tin* course proposed in 
the previous letter from this department will no longer meet the case; uud Sir E. Urey 

• Nos. 537, 517, 5|i>, nml 580. 
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would propose as regards point 2, if Viscount Morley concurs, to await a reply from 
the Russian Government to the enquiry addressed to them whether they would be 
satisfied as regards the Arabistan lines with a declaration by Ilis Majesty’s Government 
on the lines indicated in the telegram No. 279 of the 30th ultimo from His Majesty’s 
Ambassador at St. Peters burgh. 

As to point J. Sir 1*3. Grey sees no reason for abandoning the courso indicated in 
the last paragraph of the letter of the 25th ultimo from this department, and he 
considers that a communication in that sense should be made to the Russian 
Government. 

I am to enquire, as regards point 3, what are the views of Lord Morley of Blackburn 
on the subject of the proposed duplication of the line to Shahrud; and I am to say 
that Sir E. Urey proposes to deal with point -1 by informing the Russian Government 
that there are no accounts on the Khanikin line, which is entirely worked by the 
Persian Telegraph Administration. 

I am t<> suggest that this department should he favoured with a reply at Lord 
Morley’s early convenience. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[20917] No. 591. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 5.) 

(No. *288.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Pctersbunjh, June 5, 1909. 

SITUATION at Tabreez, and co-operation in Persia. 

I saw M. Isvolsky to-day, and spoke to his Excellency in the sense of your 
telegrams Nos. 713 and 7.8 of the 3rd June. I had drawn up a private and 
confidential memorandum summarising their contents, and this 1 left with him. 

M. Isvolsky, on his side, read to me a summary of some telegrams which the 
Russian consul at Tabreez hud addressed to his Government, from which it appears that 
two separate incidents occuried, one relating to Russian subjects, and the other 
concerned with the arrest by the Russian authorities of some Nationalists and the 
destruction of houses referred to by Mr. Wratisluw. 

I understand that reports on the subject will he furnished by the two consuls, so 
I will only state that, according to the information telegraphed by the Russian consul, 
an encounter between two bands of Nationalists seems to have taken place. It would 
appear that a man called Yusuf was at the head of the aggressors, and that this man is 
said to terrorise the quarter of Tabreez in which the allray occurred. The jiaitv which 
was attacked fled, in the lirst place, to the vice-governor. He was not in a position to 
afford them protection, and so they took refuge at the Russian consulate. The Russian 
consul asserts that both the vice-governor and the population of the town approved of 
the action which the Russian general took, and that the vice-goveinor has hieti 
informed by the Russian authorities that as soon as he is ready to receive the arre.-ted 
men they will he handed over to him. 

M. Isvolsky expresses most earnestly the hope that an isolated incident of this 
kind will not !>• allowed to make any trouble in the relations between Great Britain and 
Russia as regards the co-operation of the two Governments in Persia ; lie promises that 
full enquiry will be made into the matter, and that General Snarsky will once more he 
given instructions. M. Isvolsky will try to arrange, at a sitting of the Special 
Committee which is to hi* held the dav after to-morrow, that a portion of the troops 
should be withdrawn from Tabreez. He himself is in favour of this measure. 

He gives me tins most positive assurances that tin: idea of General Snarsky actively 
opposing the Naiiona ists is quite out of the question, and says that the Russian 
Government are determined that no Midi action should he taken. He would view any 
weakening of our co-operation as deplorable, uud he appealed to me to make it clear to 
you that, oven in the event of General Snarsky s action being proved to have lieen too 
energetic, the fact of his having acted in such a manner ought not to ho allowed to sow 
discord between Russia and Great Britain. The leports which the two consuls have 
been instructed to furnish will doubtless lie awaited Ixdbre passing any final judgment. 
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[28918] No- 592. 

Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 5.) 

(No. 2S9. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 81. Peturtburgh, June 5, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 28? of the 4th June. 

M. Isvolsky tells me in confidence that a reproval has been administered to 
the Russian consul at Tubreez for not having re[s>rted fully on both the incidents 
referred to. 

The whole affair has much upset M. Isvolsky, who is most anxious that you should 
not allow your action to he influenced by it. His Excellency observed that at the 
present moment, just prior to the Emperor’s meeting with the Emperor William, any 
divergence in the views or action ofthe two Governments would be disastrous. 


[20919] No. 593. 

Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received June 5.) 

(No. 290.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg!/, June 5, 1909. 

A> GI.O-PEItSI AN Convention with regard to telegraph lines in Arabistan. 
Your telegram No. 717 ofthe 3rd June. 

No objection is offered by the Russian Government to the immediate signature of 
the convention as now drafted ; hut, in view of the wording given in Sir G. Barclay's 
telegram No. .123 of the 30th May, they suggest, as a solution, the addition to the 
proposed secret agreement ltotivpcn Russia and Great Britain of a clause to the effect 
that, in the event of Russia wishing tit some future time to have Russian signallers on 
the Atahisian lines, these signallers should figure as employes of the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department and benttaehed thereto. 

■flat Russian Government explain that they are moved solely by a desire to ensure 
that, in tin- event of Russian trade developing in those regions, there should he proper 
facilities for the transmission of messages in the Russian language. 

Thee trust that, once the Aiabistnn convention is signed, steps may he taken to 
effect the excitative of the Meshed-Seistan and Khaf-Nnsratabad lines with as little 
delay as jstssihle. 


[21054] No. 591. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 5.) 

(No. 291. 

(Telegraphic.) I’. St. Petersburg!/, June 5, 1909. 

N ASR-L!1.-.MUI,K. Your telegram No. 711 of the 2nd June. 

No objection is offered hv the Russian Government to the proposal that the text 
of the programme of reforms should he communicated confidentially to Nasr-ul-Mulk. 


[20916 ] No. 595, 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Hurcluy. 

(No. 284.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 5, 1909. 

N ASII-UI eM t"I ,K'S return. 

You should concert with your Russian colleague and take necessary steps to 
clear this matter up (see telegram No. 77 of yesterday from Sir I'. Bertie). Please also 
furnish me with your views on the subject. 


2(50* 


[210551 No. 594*. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward (ire .—(Received June 5.) 

(No. 292.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. S/. Rclrrshliryh, June 5, 1909. 

TAHREKZ: Sattar Khan. 

I Imre addressed to M. Isvolsky a private letter in the sense of tint nbservattons 
contained in your telegram No. 720 ol tin lilt dune. 1 gave it as toy personal opinion 

that the wisest course would he to leave the Dll.an authorities and the Persian 

Government to settle tin- mailer between themselves and to say that it in noway 
concerned the llnsdnn authorities I said that it seemed to me that, in view of the 
fuel that a general amnesty for political offence- had been granted, there was no 
: round for Saltar Khan atel hi- companion to fear tiny action oil the part of tlm 
Persian Government against them. 


3 U* 


— 


I1G19j 
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[20919] No. 596. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

gh-, Foreign Office, June 5, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of yesterday relative to the exchange of telegraph, 
lines in Persia, I am’directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copy of a telegram from His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg!!,* 
conveying the consent of the Russian Government to the immediate signature of the 
Auglo-Persian Convention respecting the Arabistan line without alteration, and also a 
suggestion that a clause should be added to the proposed secret Anglo-Russian 
Agreement providing that any Russian signallers employed on these lines should be 
considered as servants of the Indo-European Telegraph Department. 

I am to enquire whether Viscount Morley concurs in the proposal for the immediate 
signature of the Anglo-l’ersian Agreement, and whether he sees any objection to the 
addition to the secret Anglo-Russian Agreement of the clause desired by the Russian 
Government. 

Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive an expression of Lord Morley's views on 
these two points with as little delay as may be convenient. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[21072] No. 597. 

Consiil-Genernl Co.v to Sir G. Barclay. —( Received June G.) 

(No. 657.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bushire, June G, 1909. 

SITUATION at Bushire. 

There has been some lighting this morning between the retainers of the governor 
and a party of Tangistanis. The governor is dealing with the situation in an effective 
manner. His Majesty’s ships “ Sphinx ” and “Lapwing” are here. Tho Tangistanis 
succeeded in penetrating into Bushire Island this morning before dawn. There are 
believed to be some 200 of them. 


[21056] No. 598. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 6.) 

(No. 293.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. St. Pclersburtjli , June G, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 292 [of the 5th June]. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs read tome instructions to Russian Charge d’Affaires 
at Tehran its to Sattar Khan. Ho was in substance to let Turkish Charge d’Affaires 
know that case was one to be settled between Turkish anti Persian authorities; that 
as there was a general amnesty it was to be presumed that Sattar Khan had nothing 
to fear from the Persian Government; that the Russian Authorities had nothing 
against him, in fact they had been ready to protect him ; that, if he and his companions 
wished to leave Persian territory voluntarily, Russian authorities would give them 
facilities if they crossed tho Russian frontier. These instructions seem satisfactory, 
and they were communieated to tho Turkish Ambassador here. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 


[20918] No. 599. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 72G.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 0, 1909. 

RUSSIAN action at Tabrccz. _ . 

With reference to your telegrams Nos. 288 and 289 of the 5th June, His Majesty's 
Government would deeply deplore the occurrence of any incident likely to create the 
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smallest difference of opinion between themselves and the Russian Government, and 
you may assure the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that it is our earnest desire 
that mu- cordial co-operation in Persia, the results of which have been so successful 
may bn continued. Wo trust, therefore, that recent incidents which have taken place at, 
Tnbrccz may be satisfactorily wared up, and that the Russian military authorities may 
receive stringent instructions not to allow their actions to overstep the limits upon 
which the two Governments have already agreed. 


[21106] No. COO. 

, Sir G. T.urclay to Sir Edwartl Grey .—[Recited June 7.) 

(No. 00.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 30, 1009. 

I IIA VI-', the honour to transmit a table showing approximately I ho receipts of 
the principal custom-houses in Persia during the year 1908-9 as compared with the 
previous year. The figures in this table, for which I am indebted to M. Mornard, 
show a falling off in the year just ended of between 500,000 and (100,000 tomans. 

It will be observed that the custom-houses which count for their receipts mainly 
in liritish trade, namely, llushire, 1 binder Abbas, Kermanshah, and those of A reinstall, 
have suffered a loss of 371,t too tomans ns compared with a shrinkage of only 183,(KX) 
in the custom-houses handling mainly Russian trade, namely, those of Azerbaijan and 
the Caspian ports. 

An examination of the figures shows that whereas, in what may may he called the 
Russian commercial zone, there is a diminution of 8 *1 per cent, of the previous year’s 
total, the receipts in the liritish and Indian commercial zone show a decrease of 
23-3 per cent., and 1 have thought it worth while to bring these facts to your notice, 
as they go far to disprove the idea commonly prevailing that Russian trade has suffered 
more than liritish owing to the unsettled state of Persia. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 600. 

Taiii.e showing approximate total receipts of Customs for 190S-9 as compared 
with the previous year. 


A/i-rbinjiin .. 
Cuspinn Sen port*— 

fihilun 

Mnzmnli’run .. 
AMi.iknl .. 
Kliomfenn 

Southern ports—— 
llu»)iiri‘ 

Humlcr AliSm 
ArnbUinn 
KiTtunnslinli .. 
I'nrcpt# |Hint (Tehran) 



1908-9. 

1907-8. 



— 



To i wins. 


. .. 1)50,000 

533,*133 


162,000 

161,264 


590,000 

590,000 


.. 172,000 

141,255 


112,000 

144,440 


.. 300,000 

269,380 


.. 500.000 1 

162,000 J 

945,000 


100,000 

189,000 


.. 552,000 

554.030 


20,000 

17,795 

Totcil 

.. 3,020,000 

3,545,597 
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No. 001. 


^ ^ Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

Sir,. Tehran, May 11, 1009. 

CONTIXI IX<; mv naiTative of the events following the presentation of the two 
Powers’ advice to the Shah on the -*2ud ultimo (see my despatches Nos. 87 and 91 of 
thf 2-nd April and alh May respectividv), 1 have tlm honour to report that the rescript 
issued on tho Shah's birthday (Ath May) promising a limited constitution, though well 
received at Tahreex, fell ilat at Ispahan and other places, whence it elicited the doclara- 
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(21104] 


No. 599 a. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 88.) 

8i ri Tehran , April 24, 1909. 

WITH reference to my' telegram No. 316 of to-day’s date, I have tho honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah, 
reporting on Sir William Willcocks’s recent visit to Alnvaz, and his views as to the 
possibilities of utilising tho waters of the Karun, Kerkha, and Jerralii Rivers for 
irrigation purposes. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 599 a. 

Consul McDouall to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 13.) 

gj rt Mohammerah , March 27, 1909. 

I HAVE tho honour to report that, at the suggestion of Major Cox, I accompanied 
Sir William Willcocks to Ahwaz in the launch of this consulate, and supplied him 
with all tho information at my disposal regarding levels and other matters connected 
with irrigation from the rivers in this province. He obtained further information at 
Xasseri from Captain Lorimer, Lieutenant Wilson, and others, and visited the old (lain 
at Ahwaz, and the bod of one of its canals, which had been ruined by want of 
regulating the water. Sir William is of opinion that both the Kanin and Kerkha are 
unusually easy streams to irrigate from, and such irrigation would bo highly 
remunerative. . , 

By restoring the dam at Nalir Hashcin, on the Kerkha, which was turned hy that, 
river some eighty years ago, the whole country from Hawizeh to the Shat-el-Arab, 
between the Turkish borders and the Karun could he irrigated, that is, about 
750,000 acres. This would lie an unusually cheap project to carry out. 1 lie works to 
he permanent must be made on scientific lines; hut the creeks, many «'f which already 
cxi>t and only require clearing out, could bo dug by the tribesmen, who would receive 
certain water rights in return. Probably 250,000/. wouldl lui sufliciont for tho works, 
and, when once carried out, one European with a few Indians would be suilicient to 
supervise. If this were carried out, it would give good profits to a railway down tin* 
right hank of tho Karun, and when this was once built, the objection to mterlering 
with the navigation of the Karun would, from a commercial point of view, disappear. 

As to the Karun, as an irrigation expert, Sir \\. W illcocks does not take into 
consideration the question of navigation, which he considers should bo sacrificed. 

By a regulating weir at Aliwaz, l,0(M),o00 acres could he irrigated on the oast sale 
of the Karun, and, if necessary, the Jerralii Uiver could also he supplemented, giving 
another f>nil,U()0 acres; and should the Kerklm he found insullicicnt, a canal t<> Uic 
west of the Karun could supplement it. This project, though probably costing double 
that for tho Kerkha, would also bo an unusually cheap one. 

'fho objection to carrying out works on the Karun at present is that the silt irom 
the Karun is the great fertiliser of all tho gardens on the Shut-o.-Arak tins silt being 
carried up the Shabcl-Arah by the tide, as well as down it by the river current <» 
carry out irrigation works on the Karun would therefore do enormous damage t<< the 
date groves on the Shat-el-Arab, both Persian and Turkish. Alter eight years the 
Turks should have carried out irrigation works on the Euphrates and * >b rrI ** 
will release* the silt now deposited in marshes and make the dates on the i hat-el-Arab 
independent oftho Karun. . . 

Sir William considers the soil on tho banks of tin* Karun very good '.n the u,>per 
half, and t uhl he made so on the lower half by washing and reclaiming. kwo 
[1019] * X 
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opinion that rice and dates should be tbo principal crop, and then the winter cereals 
and beans. All Arabs in Mesopotamia tell him rice is the crop which they prefer. 

Nahr Hashini itself is claimed by the Nizam-es-Saltaneh, but the Arabs of the 
country affected by the Kerkha project are under the sheikh of Mohammerah, and 
include the licni Truf. The Kerkha now goes into a marsh, depositing all its 
ailt there. 

Sir William’s opinions appear to confirm the view which I have always held, that 
the Kerkha should be the first stream utilised. 

A copy of this despatch is sent to Bushire. 

I have, &c. 

w. McDouall. 


(121105] No. 599 D. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 7.) 

(No. 89.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 2S, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from Ilis Majesty’s 
consul at Ah was, respecting the alleged intontion of the oil syndicate to make over to 
the Bakhtiari khans, in pursuance of their agreement with them, 3 per cent, of the 
ordinnry shares of one only of the several companies which are to be formed for the 
exploitation of the oil-fields in Arabistan. That this is in very fact the intention of 
the syndicate appears to me evident from a perusal of the prospectus issued by the 
Auglo-Persian Oil Company, a copy of which is in my possession. 

Captain Lorimer justly remarks that “ the khans are not qualified effectively to 
watch over their own interests in technical matters of business, of which thoy have no 
understanding.” 

Should the promoters of tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company seek to toko advantage 
of this ignorance by an arrangement which, oven if in. accordance with the letter, 
cynically disregards the spirit of their written agreement with the khans, they will 
only have themselves to thank if tho latter, when they eventually discover the evasion 
practised upon them, do all they can to obstruct the conduct of mining operations. 

It will bo within tho recollection of Mr. D'Arcy at least, that during the period 
when experimental boring operations were being conducted, and at moments when the 
prospects of the ultimate success of the enterprise were anything but cheerful, this 
legation has more than once strenuously advocated resistance to demands, almost 
amounting to blackmail, made upon the syndicate by tho chiefs. Tho chLfs then had 
the whip-hand ; now it has passed to the syndicate, and 1 trust it is not too late to 
appeal to their sense of fairness to afford in this matter to the khans generous 
treatment, which is so obviously in the interests of all concerned. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 599 B. 

Consul Lorimer to Sir G. Barclay. 

<No. 11. Confidential.) 

Sir, Ahwaz,.March 12, 1909. 

I HAVE tho honour to forward herewith for your information a copy of a letter 
which I recently received from Lieutenant Wilson, commanding tho Indian oil guard, 
in which ho informs me of tho probable intention of tho syndicate, in exploiting the 
oil found in tho Bakhtiari country, to form two or more companies, and to make over 
to the Bakhtiari klmns tho 3 per cout. of ordinary shares, payable under tho agreement 
with them, only in respect to one company, which will be charged with tho operations 
actually conducted in Bakhtiari territory. 

2. I have since myself taken an opportunity of sounding Mr. Reynolds on the 
subject, 1 le confirmed his statements made to Lieutenant Wilson, but when I pointed 
out that, leaving out of the question a refinery, which might or might not be established 
on Persian soil, there still remained the pipe lino which seemed an integral part of any 
scheme for working the oil in tho Bakhtiari country, and a portion of which would 
actually lie inside Bakhtiari territory, ho replied that the company working in that 
territory would include so much of tho pipo lino as might lie within Bakhtiari limits. 
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3. The article in the agreement bearing on this question is decidedly vague. It 
merely states that:— 

“After the formation of one or more companies to work oil in tho Bakhtiari 
country, and after the oil is passed through the pipes, the first party (i.e., the syndicate) 
undertakes to givo to tho second party S per cent, of all the ordinary shares issued, 
■which shares must be fully paid up." 

Whether this may or may not warrant excluding the khans from participation 
in all companies making a profit from the oil before it is put on the open market, or at 
least before it is oxported Horn Persia, is perhaps open to question, but if the decision 
is in favour of tho syndicate, it would seem to me necessary to be prepared to take 
steps to securo a fair consideration of the rights of tho Bakhtiaris. The khans are 
not qualified to effectively watch over their own interests in technical matters of 
business of which they have no understanding. 

If the first company is merely going to sell the oil it produces to a second company, 
and if the ownership of tire two companies, as seems probable, is practically one and 
the same, it will bo very simple to secure that all tho profits should go to the credit 
of the second company. 

In this case the first company would only be nominally a business concern, and 
its shares, including the 3 per cent, of them given to the khans, would bear little or 
no interest, and have a very low market value. 

4. Up to the present, as far as I know, nothing has been definitely settled, but it 
would be well that the question should have received consideration before it does come 
up in a definite form. 

I have, &c. 

D. L. R. LORIMER, 

Captain, I.A. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 599 b. 

Lieutenant Wilson to Consul Lorimer. 

My dear Lorimer, Maidan Minuftun, February 10, 1909. 

I WENT to Haft Sliahiduu with Reynolds yesterday, he was hoping to find an 
oil show there of which he had heard, but wo could not find it. In the course of 
conversation he told me that ho considered it highly probable, if not certain, that when 
the new company or companies are floated to work tho Bakhtiari oil, ono company will 
bo floated to obtain oil in the Bakhtiari country, and another to construct the pipo 
lino, refineries, and to rofiue the oil, &c. The first named will simply sell oil to the 
second. He spoke of this arrangement as designed to prevont the Bakhtiaris having 
in reality 3 per cent, of the ordinary shares issued for the whole concern, as such a 
figure was absurdly large. Tho khaus would get 3 per cent, of tho ordinary shares of 
tho first-named company, but nothing in the second-named company. 

When I expressed some doubt as to tho legality of such an arrangement, in view 
of tho agreement with tho Bakhtiari, he said that he himself was fully convinced that 
they were within their legal and moral rights in making such an arrangement. 

MacCrorie tells me that the companies will probably be floated in May or 
thereabouts. 

In view of paragraph 11 (as numbered by you) of the agreement between D’Arcy 
and the khaus, I should say that, at first sight, tho khans would seem to be entitled 
to 3 per cent, of all the ordinary shares issued by all the various companies floated in 
connection with Bakhtiari oil, In tho samo way that tho Persian Government get 
10 per cent, of the net profits of all companies formed to work oil in Persia. 

Of course this view may be erroneous, but. I mention the matter to you in order 
that, should you desire to do so, you may hear Reynolds on tho subject yourself. 

Yours, Ac. 

A. T. WILSON. 
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tion that the Nationalists would be satisfied with nothing less than the old constitution. 
• i 7,'“’ 1(1 P? rfci ° u .l, ar - w M oh had ) U3t been teken b y a P ar ty of revolutionaries from 
Resht, the rescript failed of its effect, and from accounts which reached this Legation 
from people who had recently passed through, it seemed probable that as soon as 
reinforcements, which were constantly arriving, strengthened them sufficiently they 
would march on .Tehran. Outposts had indeed already been thrown out as far as 
Kevendeh, one stage out of the Tehran road. Rumour-in the capital exaggerated the 
strength of this force, and Bagh-i-Shah was seriously alarmed. It was doubtless due in 
great part to this, and to fears as to what the Baklitiaris were about to do from Ispahan, 
that my Russian colleague and I have found the Shah amenable to reason. People who 
ought to have known better talked wildly of hundreds of Caucasians who were already 
almost within striking distance of Tehran. These wore obviously cock-and-bull stories, 
but at the same time I knew the attitude of these men from Resht to be very uncom¬ 
promising, and it seemed to me quite possible that, even if the Shah adopted our advice 
in every particular, they would continue to threaten Tehran, and ns I had season to 
believe that my Russian colleague had already used menacing language to their leader, 
Sepahdar, I ventured to telegraph suggesting that the two Governments should consider 
what attitude their two representatives should observe should the Nationalists prove 
dissatisfied, even though the Shah should adopt our advice in its entirety. 

I may remark parenthetically that I fear from the answer I have just received 
that this telegram, in the form in which it reached your department, cannot have con¬ 
voyed my meaning with sufficient clearness. It was not intended to elicit instructions 
for myself so much as to suggest a possible danger of divergence of action between the 
two Legations, which I thought might be averted by an exchange of views between the 
two Governments. There were indications which made it seem at least doubtful 
whether even the complete adoption of our programme by the Shah would at this lato 
date satisfy the Nationalists, and I feared lest in that eventuality, unless the two 
Governments had come to an understanding as to the proper attitude for their repre¬ 
sentatives, my Russian colleague might use language to Sepahdar and other Nationalists 
in which I could not join him—a contingency not calculated to make for reconcilia¬ 
tion between the Shah and his people. 

I o resume my narrative, the meeting of the two representatives with delegates 
from the Shah, at which explanations on points of detail in our programme of reforms 
were to he given, took place at this legation on the 7tli instant. The composition of 
the Shah’s delegation: the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mushir-ed-lJowleh 
Motamin-ul-Mulk, Musteshar-ed-bowleh, Ala-ul-Mulk, and Heslmiet-ed-Dowleh, was 
such as to afford hope that the meeting would have useful results. We opened proceed¬ 
ings by reading to the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, Moshar-es-Sultaneh, a state¬ 
ment to the effect that unless Saad-ed-Dow'leh were immediately reinstated as Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, and Naser-ul-Mulk appointed Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, 
the two Powers would consider that the Shah had definitely rejected their advice. 

We then went through the programme point by point. I need not weary you with 
the explanations we gave in response to all the enquiries addressed to us. The two points 
which gave most trouble were the advice concerning the grant of a general amnesty and 
the promise as regards financial assistance. Ou the first point we found some difficulty 
in convincing the delegates that the exclusion of certain classes of persons from the 
amnesty, those w o had committed offences against the common law and acts of 
brigandage, was not specially directed against offenders on the Royalist side. In the 
end we succeeded in making them understand that the passage regarding these persons 
was only inserted in order not to hind the Shah to grant immunity to persons who had 
used the constitutional movement in order to commit crimes. As regards the question 
ol financial assistance, the delegates seemed suspicious as to the intentions of the two 
Governments on account of the phrase, twice repeated, “ if it .thinks necessary.” We 
were able to reassure them in part by telling them that we hud both advised our 
Governments of Persia’s urgent need of money. They complained that no money was 
at once forthcoming, adding that they could "not possibly hope for the 100,000/. from 
His Majestt s Government for many months, for, however expeditiously the programme 
was executed, the difficulties of travelling were so great in Persia that it must be long 
before the Assembly could meet. From the wording of the promise regarding the 
Russian advance, they feared that the Shah would he precluded from using it for 
payment ot arrears to the troops; my Russian colleague replied that he had pointed out 
to his Government the necessity for ihe payment of the troops, ami added that he lmd 
reason to believe that the money was intended for the purpose. The delegates com¬ 
plained also ol the mention ot guarantees in connection with the larger loan of which 
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to guarantees. We pointed' out that it^TS m “ dlgB 1 . ttnt at }»"? committed 
cases hut that the wording really cojtanitted them ra «“ atantee8 r to be given in such 
the Assembly to accent or refuse an^ loan that Z U " ml ' d '* °P«n to 

way to facilitating, wj,cn.it knew St ^L we re " m ' ght 8 “ th ° ir 

deleirtUllta rf^ 0 “ 8 "“‘f- m y colleague and I gave the 

respectively of the Cabinet end the commitrte'fbr theelZST? h" mombe '‘> 
In doing so we made it quite clear t W « 1 ,e e,ab ® iat,on of the electoral law 

Dowleh, the persons named were merelv V^"! 8 N aser-ul-Mulk and Saud-ed- 

was made bv the delegates to indin-r? „«t 8 'P rlva t e, J «s suitable. Every eflort 
Shah had evidently given each one of the SjaAsd^wWl's name. The 

■t was some time 'hire “etubj make tUeTT u ^ ^ «3 

SS& ntt:,-' “• ^rfflRSs ?s 

ssuttss: stzjr y«“ ■ fki “r s,s.t » 

Majesty had already carried out tuchl'part'Tdi'e'™" 1 U " C ‘ ,U1 ™ ca . 1 tern ' 8 that His 
admitted of immediate execution, and was takinn timin' 1 ™ " 6 ba< rec ommended as 
execution of the remainder. takmg tbo nece8Sar y steps for the prompt 

ed.DowTehf^ifor tbit “^he^mploytd 0 l T av °‘ d ™"°™ing Saad- 
his methods. Emissaries were sent to both fef K ^^ n * otorirtio ° f 

that 1 no longer insisted on Soad-ed Dou-h K " ho tw,l! my Russian colleague 

merely « penfal one taken upbyl » st’n^ Cha? ‘'"V 1 * 8 ^cstion ^ 

dragoman. The Shah further offered to ^ ^f 88 nt 1,16 '«**» of his 
consented to give way as to Saad-ed-Dowleh “it Cg & h convention if I 

vel > puerile attempt failed. In the “ r ^ P®™apS needless to say that this 

Acting Minister for' Forei“ At Lira ,htM Ll^li “? * filing the 

joint note fixing an hour by ivbich ce ta , ™'rt! b f a " d 1 "' ore “ Lout *> WU 
jmlmg which wo should report the S inh'L T(?-f • P^S'-amme bad to be executed 

Powers. Possibly this .Zp li ""loul.rfo l '°" °f ‘ lie of t“’ 

matters, for next morning, tlm fill, j st mt S‘d n ^ t0 th ° Sh,lIl > hastened 
palace, when the Shall reauested I,in, tT ' Saad-ed-Dowleh was sent for to tho 
Of action to deal with the situation I„ °tho t^rn” 8 * r” d hira cotu P lo to liberty 
appointment, when ho read to 'the draft rf?£ 1 r , °" h » Excellency by 
constitutional government which ho was about * de k crt *° for f lie re-establishment of 
;vh.cl, was re be accompanied l 1 y a,,othe, gnmth 1L , ? l t0 thu , Sbab - This decree! 

than our advice, ns it. restored the old S e iieral amnesty, went even further 

have throughout carefully refrained from remm2. tW> Il’ "*?/[?“ tho two representatives 
tion, confining themselves*in general teims toZS? pr f? ise form of eonstitu- 

egime. Ihe two decrees were sinned ! I,. g ° b be le atorafcion of a constitutional 
yesterday, and translations of both are encWdT 0vo .‘* lr, M b - v , tlle Shall and published 
&uad.e,|.Dow ehs note ttmismSTheSS 1 ' er ®«' tl >.together with a translation of 

STt?. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs „ , 

Minister of the Interior . Saad-ed-Dowleh. 

Minister of'War . ••• barman Farina. 

Minister of Justice . M lle faufi-ul-Manmlek. 

Minister of Education. . Muahn-ed-Dowloh. 

Minister of Public Works Ao" . Motanim-ul-Mulk. 

Munster of Telegraphs and Posts MukhW 7 

- a. 


I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. C01. 

Saa<'-ed-Dowle l i to Sir 0. Barclay. 

(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, Tehran , May 10, 1000. 

WHEREAS by the rescript of my august master, His Imperial Majesty the Shah, 
the constitution of Persia lias been re-established and the Parliament will be opened, m 
expressing the honour and pleasure with which this royal gift has been received by tho 
nation and the Government I have the honour to send your Excellency a copy of the 
resoript above mentioned, together with a copy of the rescript granting a general 
amnesty, and I thus invito your Excellency to take part in the national rejoicing. 

I trust your Excellency will inform your Government of this by telegraph as soon 
us possible. 

I avail, &c. 

SAAD-ED-DOWLEH. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 601. 

Imperial Rescript, dated May 9, 1909. 

(Translation.) 

FROM the day that, by the will of Providcnco, we became the heir appare - r of 
Persia, we always thought that the evils existing in this 6,000-year-old country, wl -ell 
is our beloved home, could not bo removed without the co-operation of tho natio,. with 
the Government, and we constantly in this thought until the Persian nation hcl ed us 
in this intention, and appealed to our late lamented father for a constitution. 

Our telegrams and letters addressed to our august father, which shill exist, lire 
proofs of our sympathy with the nation. 

After the grant of the constitution, when we came to Tehran, we took a great (leal 
of trouble in getting it signed by our father. 

When we came to the throne we exerted every effort for the maintenance of the 
constitution and the glory of the National Assembly, but the intrigues of the intrigue--s, 
as is known to everyone, made ouch a bad impression on our mind, and so disappear .1 
us, that we thought the unfortunate proceedings of the Assembly were not calculated a 
remove the various difficulties in which Persia found herself. We therefore resolved, 
according to the usage of all countrios, to dissolve the Assembly, but when on t a 19th 
of Sbnvvnl ( i.e ., three months later) we wanted to reopen Parliament, the circumstances 
were such that every wise man thought that it would lead to no other result hut 
bloodshed. For some time we wore engaged in removing these obstacles, and no y th..c 
the time is suitable and the difficulties have been removed, we are glad to ordain, by 
this rescript, the reopening of Parliament in accordance to that very same constitution 
without tho slightest change. We also ordain that a cortain number of enlightened 
Nationalists, who enjoy the confidence of tho Government ami nation, should lie added 
to tlio Council of S-.ate for the purpose of elaborating an electoral law ns soon 
possible, and that when ready, elections should begin, and that ns soon as two-thirds of 
the deputies are ready, the National Assembly should he opened in the Baharistac 
(i.e., tho same place as before). 

MOHAMMED ALI SHAH KAJAR. 

Palace of Bmj'i-i-Shah, May 9, 1909. 


Iticlosure 3 in No. G01. 

Imperial Rescript, issued May 9, 1909. 

(Translation.) 

NOW that we luivo decided that Parliament should he opened, vve ooularo *o •>" 
governors of provinces that all persons charged with political offenc , who may I* 
found in any part of Persia, are amnestied without exception, and no or>» tho r' ’ 
to interfere with them. We also ordain that all persons who have tier 1 :_Jud me free 
to return or to go to any place they please. We further command that ibis retcnV*- 
should be notified to Persians and foreigners alike. 

(In the Shah's handwriting): It is correct. 

Tehran, May 9, 1909. 
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[21110] No. G02. 

(No. 95) S,> G ' 10 Sir Ed " jarri 6r ‘S-~(Iifcn C td June 7.) 

, 1 '. r ^ V f tl,c honour to report that I learn from His Majesty’! consul 3 ; 'tAh' 

«Tu b0tW T him Bnd tl,e V^te-s manager, which o,i^'„'w 
m the huluro of Mr. Bradshaw, the acting manager, to keep in sufficientlv clr*,* 
with Upturn Lorimer regarding the synchcato’s affairs. J ° l °uch 

i , e«yadieute’s instalments due to the Bnkhtiari Khans are paid to th» t„„„i, 
blanch of the Imperial Bank of Persia, and the present misunderstanding has arisen 
from a sum having, by Captain Lonmer’s instructions, been deducted from tlfoNnvemf 
instilment to cover certain compensation claims if the syndStte Mr IWn^‘' 
complains of this action although lie admits that it was taken in the best interestsOu¬ 
tlie syndicate, and has instructed the bank that no consul has any c^troi over , 1 ? 
ti "do l° d 111 tle bu,lk )y tl,e , s >' n,llcat «’« manager; and that unless specially asked 
'■ P T nag fi' " S . tho “ SB 0,1 one occ, ision, the bank must not cam* out 
nay instructions from the consul in regard to them. 1 need not trouble you with th* 
correspondence which nas passed between Captain Lorimer and Mr Reynolds on t 

rigSdy as V think , su **i c . icn *' »Y that Captain Lorimer, while maintai.dng-oni “ 
JP Uy "^J Cunk—tlmt his action was justified on the occasion which gave rise to 
d sp,no with Mr. Reynolds, admits that the latter is right in p«nelpMfc^t,W 
diff 1 111 “Y upinmn, that a rigid adherence to this principle will lead to 

ddhcuties in the Imure, has written to the hank endorsing Mr. Reynolds" view 

nr AivZi ^ irl < i U,n ’ enCe v- of th , ls misuuder8 tancling things between Hia Majesty’s consul 
at Alnvuz and the syndicates manager had worked smootlilv and Oimtnit* T .* * 

serv^es in the interests of the syndicate are admitted by Mr. Reynolds, and have been 
ano'ear t U , g n f l lC , uninagcmcnt in London. From Captain Lorimer’s report it would 
appear that lie had hoped that such a question as that which has produced the nresent 
uusiiiidurstaiiduig would not he formalised. Circumstances haThoweve,■ Jad? 

tta future B Thifr h fs n Ml ,m tf r a rUlb f in °n ° r - t0 preVe,lt similar misunderstanding in 
proceed to Europe, leaving thoHJimnaoemeufln 'le^'experitniced^ In^ds!' 0 ^ 8 " ^ * 

JhXsTM r£,,«i‘Xit thKtlrwouid ass 

matters if instructions on the following lines were sent to their Arabistan manager 

„„„ before issuing orders to the Imperial Bank of Persia for the payment of 

aiy ( imrteily instalment the company's manager should confer with His Maiestv’s 
consular representative and slioulcf endeavour to meet the latter's wishes shoiwie 
raise any objection, or have any suggestion to offer on political grounds of which he is 
instalment.*""* JU( ' 6 °' “ tbe »“ »* *** it is prosed to ditli'^h the 

lnutim/interests, nmen * ' COm|,!l " y ‘ s “Ccordlngly the best safeguard for their 

I hnve, &c. 

O. BARCLAY. 


[211HJ No. 603. 

(No. 9G.) S ‘ r 10 Sir E ' hrnrl1 G «y—(*««W June 7.) 

Sir, 

Holmmmemh ^tingVm 

Customs administration. 8 ™ 01 tllu S,Ue,kl * ot Mohammerah against tho 
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I have drawn Mr. Mornard’s attention to tho matter, and recominonded the 
administration to adopt a more conciliatory attitude towards the Sheikh. Mr. Mornard 
promised to give the necessary instnictions to the local officials, but lie said that tho 
difficulties between the Sheikh and the Customs were in large measure due to the 
former’s smuggling propensities. 

I have asked Mr. McDouall to bring to my notich the next specific case which 
comes to his knowledge where the Sheikh has ground for complaint against tho 
Customs. 

I have, &c. 

_ G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 603. 

Consul McDouall to Consul-General Cox. 

(No. 8. Confidential.) 

S* r ' Mohammeralt, January 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to our conversation with the Sardar Aria, I have the honour to 
inform you that his grievance against the Customs is as follows— 

At the time that we persuaded him to accept the customs the whole country 
between this and Lingah was waiting to see wlmt the Sheikh would do, and many were 
prepared to rise against the customs if he had refused to accept them. He states that 
the firman under which the customs was established at Mohammerah declares that tho 
directorship (“riasat ) is vested in him; hut as he has not the necessary men tho 
Persian Government will appoint a director (M. Waffelaert) and assistant (M. Mirzayantz), 
and that the rest of the staff will he appointed by him (Sheikh Khaznl) in consultation 
with them. The first directors carried out these stipulations ; they recommended men 
to him and he sanctioned their engagement, hut they gradually referred less and less 
to him; tho last director appointed one or two men without consulting him, and tho 
present one has mado sweeping changes in the staff without any referenco to him 
at all. 

I have, &c. 

w. McDouall. 


[21112] No. 604. 

Sir G. Borchin to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 97.) 

Sir ’ Tirr-mT . Tehran, May 13, 1909. 

Willi reference to my despatch. No. 86 of the 22nd ultimo, 1 have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a portion of the weekly diary of His Majesty's consul-general 
at Bushira giving an account of the circumstances which led to tho landing of a force of 
bluejackets at that place from His Majesty’s ship 11 Fox.” 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


lnclosure iu No. (104. 


Atistricl <■!' Bn*'nre Diarij for week ending April IX, 1000. 

WITH reference to the concluding paragraph of last week’s diary, the apparently 
satisfactory arrangement arrived at on the 4th did not last many horn's. 

Mirza Ahmed Khan, nominally appointed Nationalist governor, was not allowed by 
oeyed Mortoza to’assume functions as such, and the Seyed, notwithstanding his resigna¬ 
tion of the (lay before an 1 repudiation of responsibility for the maintenance of order, 
repented of his action and was allowed by the committee to resume his dominant 
position among them on his own terms. 

Ihoy all met again on the 6th and.it was decided that the Seyed should receive a 
salary of 300 tomans per mensem, and the tofan^chis, who were first to he paraded and 
mustered (the Seyed c.aiming pay for li.OUO or more', paid according to thnir bond fide 
numbers at 0 kr.ms jwr day. 

1 he committee also agreed not to ask the Seyed for any account of the 18,000 
tomaus already assimilated by him ostensibly for payment of tofangchi'. 
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On the 7th instant, the Resident and His Majesty's vice-consul had a lone 
discussion with the mercantile portion of the committee, i.e., the three Persians into 
whose credit the customs receipts were now being paid; and they were pressed, now 
that they had received the Seyed back ns head of the committee, to tie him down 
to some satisfactory arrangement in regard to the disposal of the customs receipts with 
due regard to British interests. 

Their attitude, however, was non possumus and showed that they were in terror of 
the Seyed. They in fact asked for protection from the British Residency against him. 
The discussion was eventually broken off owing to the arrival of disturbing news from 
the bazaar, which sent the merchants off to look after the safety of their own offices. 

According to the arrangements imposed by the Seyed, his tofangcliis were being 
(laid daily at the custom-house from the day's receipts. 

1 he receipts on the 7th not being sufficient some of the Tangastani tofangcliis wepe 
told to wait for a day. This they were unwilling to do and first tried to raid the 
customs; being checked there, they rushed into the town and commenced looting the 
shops I his news caused a general panic among the townspeople, who closed their shops 
precipitately and busied themselves with the defence of their houses. 

Hrisk fireworks commenced and promiscuous rifle firing was carried on throughout 
the night. ° 

On the morning of the 8th it was found that, apart from the raid of the afternoon, 
several extensive robberies had been committed during the night, including a quantity oi’ 
British goods. 

I lie manager of the Imperial Bank reported that as he crossed the plain on his way 
home the previous evening two or more bullets from the direction of the Government 
house, where a number of tofangcliis were in possession, struck the ground close to his 
trap, and bullets were from time to time whistling overhead both in town and outside. 

Repeated communications were at once sent to the members of the committee, 
intimating losses suffered by British subjects the night before and protesting at the 
disorder which had been allowed to occur and warning them of the prejudice to their 
cause which must result by a continuance, of it. A few hours later, no satisfactory 
I'epl v having been elicited, they were called upon to state what arrangements were being 
made to keep order for the coming night, and warned that if the excessive number of 
tofangcliis were not withdrawn and securely provided for, tile Resident would have to 
advise his Government that they could no longer depend on the friendly attitude of the 
nationalist party in Bushire and must take their own measures for the protection of 
untisli subjects and foreigner. The only reply to this was repudiation of responsibility 
nMlie Seynl, by the merchants, and by Mrrza Ahmed Kliau, for the preservation of 

In the course oi the afternoon the Russian,‘German, and Turkish representatives 
called on the Resident to urge the necessity’ of soipe serious steps being taken to restore 
order. A little later, the manager of the Imperial Bank reported that the three 
merchants in whose names the customs money had been lodged for the last few days, 
Imd under threats from the Seyed, withdrawn* the whole balance (about 2,500 tomans) 
and handed it oyer to the Seyed. Having done so, they intimated that they had no 
further connection either with the customs money or the so-called “Nationalist” 
committee. 

In his last communication, in intimating that he was not responsible for order, the 
hevud Imd added that he was trying to get rid of the tofangcliis, that some Imd gone 
and others would follow. b 

It however appeared on the following morning, the 9th, that those who had left 
the town had only halted m the suburbs and were later on seen returning to the 
tiiw" 1'urthermore, the tofangcliis who had taken charge of the custom-house and the 
chalmrborj refused to quit, mid as it appeared that Seyed Morteza was only trying to 
temporise an ultimatum was sent to him, under the authority of His Majesty’s 
Minuter, onithe afternoon oi the 9th, to the effect that unless the tofangcliis were at 
once sent oil the island, and other proper measures taken to ensure the safety of British 
and foreign subjects, llis Majesty's ship «Fox ” would have to land men for the 
purpose. 

Ihe Seyed replied that all the tofangcliis, except a few who were required for 
gimidmg the place, Imd left, and repeated that, as lie had iuformed the Residency 
hetore, lie was not answerable for the maintenance of order. 

It appeared on the 10th that although many of the tofangcliis, including most of 
those who were m occupation of the custom-house and the chalmrborj, had left the 
town, they had not gone over to the mainland, hut were marauding the suburbs. As all 
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the European community live in country houses scattered over the island, the distribu¬ 
tion of these men over the island is just as great a menace as their concentration in 
town. 

The seriousness of the position was accentuated by the occurrence of a fracas about 
6 a.m, between some Angali tofangcliis and a soction of Tangastanis in Satigi village 
through which the Europeans pass on their way to business. One Tangastani was 
killed, one Angali man wounded, and the Tangastani section, about 120 strong, were 
collecting for retaliation when the Resident visited the locality. The result of his 
inquiry was that they dispersed for a time into small parties, but are still on the island 
waiting for ail opportunity to retaliate; and meanwhile the Khan of Angali is 
endeavouring to send move men in to support his dependents. 

At 5 p.M. on the 10th, no satisfactory reply having been received from any quarter, 
100 men from His Majesty's ship “ I'ox ’ and 4 Maxims were landed ; 50 were 
accommodated in the Residency on one side of the town and 50 in the customs premises 
at the other. 

Shortly before they landed a proclamation was issued informing the public that 
this measure had been forced on the British authorities by the continual disorder and 
absence of any responsible person able to secure the safety of British and foreign 
subjects. 

The landing of the men, in regard to which the Resident had the full concurrence 
and thanks of other foreign representatives, was welcomed by the populace and no 
opposition whatever was offered. On their arrival the Residency guard of sepoys was 
distributed to such foreign consulates and dwellings of Europeans the situation of 
which made it advisable for them to have extra protection. 

As soon as the last notice was published, on the 10th, an “ isteshad " was drawn up 
(it is said by Seyed Morteza's orders) to the effect that the tofangcliis had been brought 
hero only for the purpose of restoring the constitution, and not for any personal motives 
or disturbances; and that they were alisolutely necessary for helping the Nationalists. 
The paper was taken to the local mollahs to lie signed by them. Seyed Mohammed Ali 
(lateSadr's son-in-law) told the Shoikh-ul-Hokema (a Persian medical practitioner), who 
was the bearer of the paper, thut he did not see his way to sign it, and that it should 
first he signed by the other mollahs. No one lins signed the paper, and the Seyed 
lias told the bearer of it to obtain the mollahs’ signatures first and then to try to get 
the paper signed by the merchants. 


[21114] 


No. 605. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 99.) ' 

S**, . Tehran, May 14, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 88 of tho 24th April, and to my telegram 
No ; 823 ot tho 25th April, 1 have the honour to forward herewith copy of a despatch 
.which I have received from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, on' tiro subject of 
Sir W. WiUcoeks’ views regarding the Karun irrigation scheme. 

X have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 605. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 32/830. Confidential.) 

®' r ' Bushire, April 4, 1009. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward a copy of my letter No. 829, dated the 4th April, 
1009, with inclosuro, which \ have addressed to tho Government of India in forwarding 
them a copy of Mr. McDouall's despatch duted the 27th March, on the subject of the 
Karun scheme uud Sir William WiUcoeks’ views regarding it. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Ears, Sfc. 


[1649] 









270 


Inclosure 2 in No. 605. 

Consul-General Cox to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Bushirr, April 4, 1909. 

WITH reference to Sir George Barclay’s telegram of the 12th March, informing 
you that I was honing to meet Sir William Willcocks in the Shatt-el-Arab, I have,the 
honour to report that I was able to do so on the 22nd and 23rd ultimo. 

2. I had hoped, after hearing Sir William’s preliminary views, to have proceeded 
up the Karun with him, hut owing to the nationalist developments here, was unable 
to do so. 

Mr. McDouall, however, was good enough to HU the breach, and I now have the 
honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, a copy of an 
informal letter written to me by Sir William on his return, giving me his views, and a 
copy of the report submitted to His Majesty's Minister by Mr. McDouall as the result 
of his trip. 

The salient consideration to which I beg to invite attention without delay is that 
Sir William Willcocks, who is, 1 suppose, the first authority in the world on such a 
question, considers that the best interests of the Sheikh of Mohnmmerah lie in the 
postponement of the Ah was scheme for some years, and in making a start with a scheme 
from the Kerklm. 

Without further study, I cannot oiler any useful observations with regard to 
the latter project, and think it advisable not to delay laying the present papers before 
Government. 

A copy of this letter and the first iuclosure is being forwarded to His Majesty's 
Minister. 

I have, So. 

P. Z. COX, j Major, 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 605, 

Sir IV. Willcocks to Consul-General Cox. 

Mohammmih, March 26, 1909. 

THE Karim is eminently suited for irrigation by means of a regulating weir at 
Ahwaz, which could— 

1. On the left bank, irrigate directly some 1,000,000 acres, and send out a feed 
canal to supply nny deficiencies in the Jerrnhi, and so insure the irrigation of another 
500,000 acres. The land is very good on the upper half, and capable of being easily 
washed and reclaimed in the other half. As the floods, both in time nnd in quantity, 
are very suitable, rice and dates would be the principal crops, and after them the winter 
cereals and beans. Rico is the best paying crop everywhere here. 

2. On the right bank send out a feeder to supply all deficiencies of the Kerklm, if 
there are deficiencies. 

By restoring the turned dam on the Kerklm (an easy work indeed, as the Kerkha 
is ono-third the Karun) it would be possible to restore the ancient irrigation and fertility 
of the country round Hawisea and to the east of Khusk Hawisea, Khusk Bam, and 
Hadudiuh. Here we have 750,000 acres capable of irrigation. 

I consider both the above projects very easy and very remunerative, especially 
the Kerkha project, which might be undertaken immediately, and on which 250,000/. 
might be advanced 

Now I hate suggesting anything which would delay the development of a country 
so capable of development, and which is far behind the worst parts under Turkish rule 
(the desolation one sees is appalling, there is nothing like it under the Turk). 1 must, 
however, say that the 8,000,000 date trees on the Shatt-el-Arab depend almost entirely 
on their well-being on the Karun, and as a very fair proportion of these trees is the 
property of the Sheikhs of Mohammerah and Kuweit, it would be unwise and unfair to 
touch the Karun until the Turks have Imd time to make the Shatt-el-Arab plantations 
dependent on the Tigris and Euphrates. Now, it must be recognised that all the disor¬ 
ganisation of the lower reaches of the Tigris and Euphrates is caused by the Kurun 
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cutting across their entrance into the gulf and damming it up with its muddy waters. 
In a matter of eight years the Turks should have been able to make the irrigation of the 
Shatt-el-Arab plantations dependent on the Tigris and Euphrates, and then MacduflT 
might lay on. 

In my wildest dreams I never thought that the Karun and Kerkha were such fine 
streams and commanded such splendid lands. As far as the British enterprising public 
are concerned, the knowledge gained by our consuls in South-western Persia might just 
as well have been recorded in reports, put into leaden boxes, and then thrown into the 
deepest part of. the Persian Gulf. Why should not our Minister get options for the 
Ahwaz, Bandikir, Kerklm, Susa, Dizful, and Shushter weirs and canius, anu see what can 
be done with them ? The discovery of oil near Shushter will revolutionize the country 
and make all works easy. By the time the oil is ready we should be ready, or others 
will step in and repp the benefit of all our studies. 

The Sheikh oi Mohammerah might be asked to grant a strong escort and make a 
reconnaissance of the Kerkha dam. In Dervish days on the N ue I made a reconnais¬ 
sance of the Nile under Dervish rule at the second cataract with an escort of 
250 cavalry. 


[21115] 


No. 606. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 


(No. 100.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 20, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia during the last four weeks. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Iuclosure in No. 606. 
No. 5.— Monthly Summary. 


Tehran. 

FROM the 21th to the 27th April councils were held at Bagh-i-Shnh to discuss the 
Auglo-Russian joint representations of the 22nd April. Saad-ed-Dowleh, who on 
these occasions irmly advocated a complete acceptance of the programme, met with 
great opposition, and incurred the Shah's displeasure, which resulted on the 29th ir 
nis summary dismissal. The Shah at the same time dismissed the whole Cabinet 
including Mushir-es-Sultuneh and Amir Bahadur, and appointed his uncle, Naib-es- 
Sultaneh, Prime Minister and Minister of War. 

On the Spth April the British and Russian legations protested against this 
appointment, and their two dragomans had an audience of the Shall at which they 
insisted on the reinstatement of Saad-ed-Dowleh. J 

On the 1st May the Shnh sent his private secretary (Heshmet-ed-Dowleh) to 
inform His Majesty's Minister that ho accepted the Auglo-Russian programme in 
principle ; and the form in which the official acceptance was to lie drawn up having been 
agreed to, the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs wrote on the 4th May = 

“ Je suis autorisd pnr Sa Majestd Impdi iale le Scliah k (hire savoir aux honorables 
represoutents des deux Puissances amies qu'elle accepto les conseils amicaux qui lui out 
btd transmis au cours de I’audience du 22 avril . ... " 

The Shnh having given orders that a rescript announcing the reiutroduction of the 
constitutional regime should lie published the following day (the 5th May),his birthday, an 
attempt was mudu by the reactionary court party to organise the usual counter-demon¬ 
stration. The British and Russian legations therefore sent in a strong joint note 
declaring that the Shah would be held personally responsible if any disturbance of 
the peace occurred, and the plan was consequently abandoned. 

Un the 5th May the Corps Diplomatique was received in audience by tho Shah, 
who was looking very well, mid wore his priceless emeralds, which showed up very weli 
ou a white coat, flu also woro a remarkably fine diamond aigrette in Ins hat. A 
review of tho troops in camp was afterwards held, to witness which a few of the 
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diplomats remained. The Silakhori irregulars, who had been collected by Amir Bahadur, 
and have done so much damage of late, were conspicuous, but their commander did not 
appear. The news of the capture of Kazvin by the Caucasian revolutionaries from 
Resht, which occurred during the previous night, was received by the Shah a short 
time before the audience and review. The Shah’s rescript, reintn icing tho constitu¬ 
tional regime, was printed on that day, but though a few copies v>. > obtainable, it was 
not generally made public. 

On the Gth May the British and Russian legations took official act of the Shah’s 
acceptance of the Anglo-Russian programme. During the course of the day 100 
Persian Cossacks, under a Russian officer, were sent to Kerej, a place soine 30 miles on 
the road to Kazvin. The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs called on His Majesty's 
Minister, on behalf of the Shah, to say that Naib-es-Sultaneh was no longer Prime 
Minister. 

On the 7th May the Shah’s delegates, six in number, called at His Majesty's 
legation to discuss the details of the Auglo-Russian programme with the two repre¬ 
sentatives. Thu following day (the 8th May) the Shah sent emissaries to the two 
legations to make a last appeal against the reinstatement of Saad-ed-I)owleh, but on the 
9th May, finding that resistanco was no longer possible, and being thoroughly 
frightened by the presence of the Caucasians at Kazvin, tho following Cabinet was 
formed :— 


Minister for Foreign Affairs and Acting 

President of Council . 

Minister of Finance (to be President when 
he arrives from Europe) 

Minister of the Interior 
Minister of War 

Minister of Justice. 

Minister of Education . 

Minister of Telegraphs and Posts ... 
Minister of Public Works, Roads, Mines, Jcc. 


Saad-ed-Dowleh. 

Naser-ul-Mulk 
Farman Farms. 

M ustnufi-ul- M amelek. 
M ushir-ed-Dowleh. 
Motamin-ul-Mulk. 
Mukhber-ed-Dowleh. 
Mohandis-ul-Mumalek. 


On the 10th May a proclamation was printed and widely circulated in the Shah’s 
name announcing the introduction of parliamentary institutions. The old constitution 
was declared to be re-established and the electoral law was to be elaborated immediately 
by a committee, and the National Assembly to open as soon as two-thirds of tho deputies 
wore in Tehran. At the same time another proclamation was issued granting a general 
amnesty. The same day the British and Russian legations gave tho Shall written 
assurances, in the form of a joint note to the Foreign Minister, ol sympathy and support 
“so long as His Majesty rules as a constitutional Sovereign,” and promising him protec¬ 
tion for his person in case of need. 

On the nth and 12th May tho Council of State met to discuss the electoral 
law, and twenty members were ohosen to form a committee for tbe purpose of drawing 
it up. 

On the 13tli and 14th May tho refugees who had been at the Turkish embassy for, 
over four months liegan to leave, and by the 15th had practically all left. 

On the llth May a proclamation was issued by the new Cabinet declaring that 
persons insulting Nationalists or making demonstrations against the constitution would 
bo severely punished, and ou the 17th a further proclamation was issued entrusting 
the Cossack brigade with the work of polioing the town. On the same day the Slmh 
moved from Bagli-i-Shali to Sultanetabaal a country palace on tho way to his 
country seat. 

During tho above period tho Shah has exchanged several telegrams with His 
Majesty the Czar, in one of which the Shall asked for protection. Nnib-es-Sultanoh 
at the same time telegraphed to the Czar asking to be allowed to become a Russian 
subject. 

Order has been maintained throughout in Tehran. 

G. P. CHURCHILL, 

May 20, 1909. Oriental Secretary. 


Tabreez. 

The circumstances which led up to the entry of the Russian troops iuto Tabreez 
have been roported in a separate despatch. On tho Russian npproaoli the Royalist forces 
surrounding the city began to disperse, and early on the 30th April the Russian advance 
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guard, consisting of 180 men, entered without the occurrence of any untoward event, 
the remainder arriving later in the day. By the 3rd May there were 2G9 Russian 
troo|is in the town, and General Snarsky informed Mr. Wratislaw that he had nearly 
4,000 men under his ordors. The postal service was resumed on the 1st May, and by 
the 4th May it was reported that Rahim Khan bad left the neighbourhood of Tabreez, 
not without carrying off a good deal of loot. At the same time as the Russian troops 
began to arrive at Tabreez there arose the question of dispatching a force to Uruntia, 
where the Russian vice-consul was reported to bo apprehensive, although it did not 
appear that any incident had occurred warranting this step. The attitude of the 
Nationalists was, however, said to be offensive. Mr. Wratislaw, who had been without 
news from Urnmia for a month, deprecated the sending of troops except in the case of 
urgent necessity, as the Nationalist party was very strong along the Turkish frontior, 
and any untoward incident might lead to grave complications. Fortunately the 
proposal was negatived by the Russian Government. According to reports since 
received, all is now quiet ill those districts. The Shah's proclamations of the 10th May 
ordering measures for the restoration of constitutional aovermneut were well received 
by the Nationalists, who, though they at first professed themselves anxious to receive 
guarantees for the execution of His Majesty’s promises, ou being informed by His 
Majesty's consul-general and his Russian colleague that it was now incumbent on them 
to work for a reconciliation, became reassured, and promised to send delegates to quiet 
Western Azerbaijan, and subsequently telegraphed to Resht and Ispahan counselling a 
conciliatory altitude. The pacific occupation of Tabreez by the Russians has 
unfortunately been marred by an incident which lias greittly disturlied the Persian 
Government, and started a noisy agitation against the presence of tho Russians, the 
pacificatory efi'ect of whose intervention seems for the moment to lie quite forgotten. 
On the night of the 10th May some shots were fired at a Russian sentry in the 
neighbourhood of the Russian consulate-general, and he was badly wounded in the arm. 
General Snarsky appeal's to have at first taken a somewhat exaggerated view of the 
affair, demanding an indemnity of 10,000 tomans and increasing the number of troops 
in l lie town, and generally treating the inhabitants of the town in a high-handed manner. 
Tho Nationalists appear to have done their best to meet the demands of the Russian 
military authorities, and raised a sum of 3,000 tomans. Mr. Wratislaw urged strongly 
on his Russian colleague that a change of altitude was necessary, and gathered from him 
that tlie Russian military authorities often acted contrary to his advice. Modulate 
counsels appear to have prevailed at St. Pelersburgh, and on the 10th May 
Mr. Wratislaw reported that liis Russian colleague hoped that 3,000 tomans would be 
nccepted as an indemnity, and that ho could now consider tho affair as closed. The 
agitation in Tehran and elsewhere continues, however, and lias already found voice in 
several forms. It is believed that so far the Russian legation has not lieen approaolied 
in tho matter, but it seems to lie a very prevalent idea that the Russian intervention 
was due to our suggestiou, and that we must now get the troops ou t—“ drive the troops 
out," as one gentleman put it—without delay. Whenever occasion lias arisen it has 
been explained that it was not at our suggestion, hut with our full approval that the 
temporary occupation was effected. Ain-ed-Dowleh left Tabreez for Tehran on the 
12th May accompanied by tho Persian Cossacks, hut tho Cossacks have since been 
instructed to return to Tabreez at the request of the recently appointed vice-governor 
in order to assist in policing the city. Tho vice-governor in question is Ijlal-ul-Mulk, a 
prominent local Nationalist leader, whose appointment two or three days ago has given 
general satisfaction. 

E. R. 


Reshl. 

1. Mr. ltabino resumed his duties as His Majesty's vice-consul on return from 
leave on the 4th May. 

2. Tho town lias remained nuict during the month, though one unpopular priest is 
said to have been murdered by the Natiomuists. 

Kazvin. 

On the evening of the 4th May a party of Nationalists from Resht, estimated 
variously at from 45 to 200 mounted men, entered Kazvin. Tho explosion of a few 
bombs and the firing in tho air of their rides by the horsemen was sufficient to make 
tho greater part of the garrison surrender to them. Somo fighting, however, took place 
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at the governor’s palace, hut by the afternoon of the 5th May the town was in the 
hands of the Nationalists and order was re-estabiished. The governor appears to have 
fled before his palace was surrounded. The Shahseven horsemen, under Serdar Muzaffer, 
who formed part of the Shah’s troops, did not stop to fight, hut went off on the Zenjan 
road, where they began to rob travellers. On the way they abandoned their guns, winch 
the Nationalists then seized. Kazim Aglia, one of the generals with the Shah’s tr-oops, 
who was formerly in the Cossack brigade, and distinguished himself in the attack on the 
Assembly on the 23rd June last year, was shot by the Nationalists. Sepahdar arrived 
from Resht on the 11th May, by which time reinforcements had also come up from 
Resht. The total Nationalist force at Kazvin appears to be about 1,000 men. Though 
telegraphic communication with llesht was interrupted for some days, there has been no 
interference with traffic on the Reslrt-Tehran road, posts and caravans alike arriving 
safely and regularly. 

Astrabcid. 

The depredations of the Turcomans, who plundered ten villages in the first half of 
April, drove numbers of villagers into the town, and about 1,000 persons took refuge in 
the Russian consulate. The Russian consul told the refugees that he would put an end 
to the Turcomans’ activities in four hours if the people would promise not to mention the 
word “ constitution.” The Russian consul sent his munshi to the camp of the 
Turcomans, who replied that they would stop operations on receiving 2,000t. and a 
telegram from the Persian Government expressing its satisfaction with them. Some 
days later the Turcomans,^'ho number G,U00 men of various tribes, received a telegram 
in" this sense from the Prime Minister. The telegram was taken to them by the 
Russian consul, but they did not believe it to be authentic, and refused to move camp. 
On the 18th April, however, they moved camp, hut also plundered a village. On the 
18th April the Russian commissioner with 100 Cossacks arrived, and took up his 
quarters at the Russian consulate. On the 22nd, one otlicer and ten Cossacks arrived, 
and on the 23rd two officers and 240 Cossacks. The latter took up their quarter in the 
Government House. The arrival of Russian Cossacks caused some alarm amongst the 
poople, and, in reply to a telegram sent to the Prime Minister, the latter telegraphed 
that, in view of the friendship existing between the two Governments, the Russian 
Government had undertaken to restore order in the province. About 200 Nationalists 
took refuge in Ilia Russian consulate The Russian consul asked the local Assembly 
what they had done with the customs receipts. They denied knowing anything about 
them. The consul then produced a copy of a telegram sent by the Assembly inviting 
Panoff to Ajstrabad. Four Nationalists are said to have been arrested by the Russian 
gun-boat at Ashurada. 

Meshed. 

1. The event of the past month has been the arrival of the Russian troops. Four 
officers, seventy-five Cossacks, and a machine-gun detachment of thirty men with two 
Maxim guns, arrived on the 26th April, and were received by the Persian general with 
troops linod up. His Majesty's consul-general repoits tout the inhabitants were 
completely cowed by their arrival. Previous to the arrival of the troops the Russian 
consul-general received n deputation which protested against their coming, lie told 
them plainly he had sent for tronjis because there was no security in Meshed ; also that 
many of the leading inhabitants has expressed their approval of the troops coming. 
Major Sykes received many requests lor an interview from representatives of the 
Assembly, and many petitions that the troops should be sent buck, but he asked the 
Karguzar to explain that the matter was not one in which he could take any action. 
The Naycr-ed-Dowleh, who had been appointed governor-general, remained at Nishapur, 
being afraid to go on to Meshed. He has been dismissed, and, at the instance of the 
Russian legation, Rukn-cd-Dowleh has been reappointed, but has not yet left Tehran. 

2. A gang of revolutionari- who left Astrabad about the middle of April cut the 
telegraph nnu near Miundasht aml shot at the Persian telegraph clerk, They again cut 
the line near Sabzevnr, and after seizing three horses left the main road for tho side 
track to Kuclinn. The leader is a Bulgarian, mimed Panoff, and a Frenchman, named 
Bcminot, is also one of the party. 

3. Captain Scourratt, the Russian military nttaclnS, returned to Meshed on the 
23rd April. 

4. Major Redl, Indian army, arrived on the 15th May, and took over tho duties of 
military attache' in Meshed from Captain Smyth. 

5. On the 21st April six Russian Cossacks with a Persian clerk from the Russian 
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bank seized all the furniture of Salar Mukarrem and then and there auctioned it; 
1,160 tomans were realized, and the bank is now pressing for tho balance required to 
make up 1,500 tomans. Salar Mukarrem was commauder-in-chiet, and this action was 
absolutely illegal. Prince Dabija has said openly that it is only a question of months 
now before a Russian sits at Government House. 

6. Kuchun, Darra Gez, Bujnurd, and Sarakhs started local Assemblies early 
in April. 

Turbat-i- Hayderi. 

1. Salar Khan has continued to govern Turbat, and has collected 1,000 tomans of 
the revenue. He has also collected a certain number of arms from various individuals. 
On the 4th April Yaver Assadullah defeated Salar Monzziz, the former governor, at 
Sabukh ; the latter fled. 

2. Six Russian Cossacks left for Karez on the 11th April, and three arrived from 
Kerman on the 21st April on their way to Russia vitl Karez. 


Scistan. 

1. M. Bravine on the 31st March told Major Kennion that though Colonel 
Von der Finns had been refused permission last autumn to go to Kerman he had 
nevertheless started lor that place. M. Bravine had sent in a report on the subject, 
and thought his attache would get into trouble. According to M. Bravine the colonel 
had said he was going for a two months’ tour in the Palang Kuk, but it was known 
that he intended going on to Kerman. On the 1st April M. Bravine said he had 
received orders to recall the colonel, but he had little hope of stopping him. 

2. M. Bravine informed Major Kennion that his successor would l>e M. Tcher- 
kassotY from Urumia. He and Dr. Otto would arrive about the same time, t.e., in about 
two months. 

3. Captain Hunter, I.M.S., has received the official thnnks of the Russian Govern¬ 
ment for the services ho had rendered the Russian consulate during tho last year. They 
were communicated to him officially in writing by M. Bravine. 

4. It appears that the Meshed local Assembly had instructed the leading priests in 
Seistan to see that further payments of revenue are suspended. Mollah Mohdi and the 
deputy governor both replied expressing their readiness to uuspend further collections. . 
The Karguzar has also been instructed to work in future through the Karguzar at 
Meshed, who was described as acting on behalf of the “ nation." 


Kerman. 

Sahib Ekhliar has been dismissed from tho governorship, and Nizam-es-Sultanch 
appointed in his place. The latter lieing in Tehran appointed a committee of four to 
take charge for him, but of these only one, Bashir-i-Khakan, accepted the charge. He 
has since found it impossible to act as deputy governor ns long ns the ex-governor 
remains at Kerman and continues his intrigues. The Kalentai, who alone had kept 
the town together, resigned on the 20th April. 


Bam. 

Mirza Daood, the Russian agent, has engaged one Mollah Ibrahim Naimabadi 
as his assistant for Baluchistan. 

Ispahan. 

The situation is described in a separate despatch. 

Yezd. 

1. The state of the roads and surrounding country shows no improvement. 
Many bands of robbers are still active, one in particular in the Rnl’sinjan district, 
on the Kerman road, is said to have looted sixteen villages besides several caravans. 
This band nttacked a large camel caravan at Khushkuh, two members of the Indo- 
European telegraph department's stall’ being in the caravnuserai at tho time. They 
were, however, able to proceed in safety to ltafsinjan, as the robbers, having taken 
400 camels, moved oil’ with their booty. 

2. Dr. Pugin was still at Yezcl at the end of April. He had evinced much 
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interest in the mineral products of the neighborhood. He had been joined by a 
M. Wahlmann, agent of the Russian firm of Soheibler. 

6. On the 14th May a Parsee was publicly murdered by a Muhommedan, who then 
took refuge in a shrine. The Parsees, having appealed to His Majesty’s acting vice- 
consul, His Majesty’s Minister made representations to the Persian Government, and 
the Foreign Minister has promised to take action in the matter. 


Kermanahtth. 

At the end of April the Sinjabi and Guran tribes were reported to lie fighting. 
Tho nows of Russian troops crossing tho border, and of British sailors bemg landed at 
Bushire, made a great stir. Captain Haworth and his Russian colleague combined 
to explain the real motives for their coming. The news of the granting of the 
constitution was received on the 4th May, and orders were issued for tho illumination 
of tho bazaar for one night. The people, however, insisted on keeping up the 
illumination for three nights. 

Ha mad an. 

Telegraphing on the 15th May from Harnadan, Captain Haworth reported that 
the local Nationalists had been instructed by telegraph by Sepahdar to make the 
same demands from the Shah as he was making. In view of this, and ot the news that 
Sepahdar is dispatching some horsemen to Efamadan, many people were hanging out 
the nationalist Hag from their houses. 


Shiraz. 

I. Early in April the local Assembly took two steps of importance: Nasr-ed-Dowleh 
was sent towards Neiriz with 200 infantry and one gun to keep the peace and prevent 
the nomads destroying the crops east of Shiraz; he was also furnished with an order 
of the Assembly confirming him in the headship of the Khamseh tribes. I he second 
step was intended to meet the growing scarcity of food which was becoming serious. It 
was decided by n committee of sixteen that anyone holding stocks of wheat was to be 
compelled to sell to bikers at 1 kran for lbs. The Kavam, his principal agent, and 
the governor-general also supplied three bakers with wheat, lho party opposed to the 
Assembly, which appeared to be gaining strength, had its guns spiked bv an invitation 
from the Assembly to elect two members to sit in the Assembly. Meanwhile the position 
of the governor-general was becoming more and more uncomfortable. On the 
17th April His Majesty's consul had a long conversation with Nnssir-ul-Mulk. who is 
coining steadily to‘the'front us a moderate and sensible man with public experience, and 
attached neither to tho Kavamis nor to the popular interest. He began by frankly 
admitting that all Persians would prefer a strong Persian administration to any foreign 
interference, but went on to make a strong plea for English intervention—at least, 
to restore order. He was speaking with unusual frankness, and admitted that Ins mam 
preoccupation was pecuniary ; and that he, and every other land-owner in Ears, was on 
the verge of bankruptcy owing to the ravages of the tribes; that this situation was 
bound to react on trade, and, if it continued unchecked, to end in famine. He 
finally put a number of questions about the increase ol Russian consular guards, and 
enquired why no reinforcement was coming to ■Shiraz; 100 British troops marching 
no the Bushire road would, ho said, he enough of itself to make the tribesmen at least 
pause in their work of destruction. On being informed that Mr. Bill saw no necessity 
for tho increase of his present escort, he said in a halt joking way, “ But would you not if 
the consulate were to be attacked 1 " It may he worth noting that, although the Shiiazis 
of the better class seem to realise that there is no hope ot British intervention, it is 
quite impossible to prevent them talking about it. On tho following evening a luige 
meeting, attended by the members of tho local Assembly and many other prominent 
persons, was held in'Niissir-ul-Mulk’s garden. The proceedings were nominally private, 
but the governor-general's vizier, Benan-es-Sultnnoh, attended by special invitation, 
and it was generally understood tlmt important business wax to be transacted. The 
meeting first arrived at an agreement that, although the form of government now 
prevailing in Shim/, was in the fullest sense constitutional, still it was established 
contrary to the will of tho Shah, and tho members must ho prepared to declare them¬ 
selves hostile to the Shah. This having been generally admitted, Benan-es-Sultnnoh 
was asked as representing Assnf-ed-Dowleh whether the latter considered himself as the 
nominee of tho Shah, with whom tho Shiraz Assembly was at war, or of th'e Assembly 
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which was at war with the Shah. Benan-es-Sultnnoh asked for time to transmit this 
very awkward question to the governor. This was granted, and at a meeting held on 
the following day Assef-ed-Dowleh was explicitly asked to explain his position in 
writing; he must either accept his appointment at the hands of the Assombly and 
renounce the Shah or he must resign. In tho former case he must provide 10,000/., 
which he might recover from the revenue, and auother sum of tho same amount would 
be raised, as an advance on their revenue payments, by the land-owners, these sums to 
be devoted to raising and paying a force to restore order. The urgency of these 
demands is explained by the fact that Assef-ed-Dowleh had been showing unprece¬ 
dented vigour in the collection of revenue from all land-owners resident in Shim/, and 
they naturally wished to make sure of its destination. Tho governor-general’s reply 
was not without ingenuity: liu declared that ho had always been in favour of the 
constitution, of which Mohammed Ali Shah was an integral part; that as the constitution 
was now in force in Shiraz ho considered himself a constitutional governor, but if they 
insisted on his explicitly renouncing his allegiance to the Shah he must resign. This 
reply was written out and read by him to a number of leading persons. It had t he effect, 
evidently designed by its author, of splitting up the opposition, tho more oxtreme 
party insisting that it was tantamount to resignation, and the largo number who were 
averse to committing themselves hopelessly declaring that there must bo a governor- 
general, and it was better to have one with some status other than the mere appointment 
of tho Shiraz Assembly. The question of Assef-ed-Dowleh’s remaining as governor was 
solved on the 24th by an abrupt intimation from Sowlet-ed-Dowleh to the local 
Assembly that unless Assef-ed-Dowleh was maintained in his position and properly 
obeyed ho would come in himself to Shiraz and compel obedience to the governor- 
general. He also intimated his disapproval of tho arrangement come to with the 
Kavamis, and of the method of selection of the present Assembly, which he said was quite 
irregular. He promised his co-operation, however, to a government of Fare which 
should consist of a properly constituted local council with Assef-ed-Dowleh as governor, 
general. This message naturally upset the constitutional apple cort for the moment, 
and two prominent members of the Assembly left on tho same day forSowlot’s camp, ns 
did nlso a messenger from tho Kavam. The latter visited the consulate on tho 25th, 
and again enlarged on tho difficulty of his position. The object of his visit, lie said, was 
to ask for advice, and especially to call His Majesty’s consul to witness that if lie 
should be forced by the hitter personal hostility of the Lari Seyed to fight against him, 
it would not only ho against his will, hut quite independently of general political 
questions. He was telegraphing In the same sense to Somsam. In reply to his request 
for advice, Mr. Bill, after premising that tho consulate had no concern whatever with 
tho constitutional question, and that the first interest of everyone in Fars, whether 
Persian or foreign, was the security of the trade routes, suggested to tho Kavam that lie 
and Sowlot-od-Dowleli were in a position to render a great public service, which would 
also he of great benefit to himself as a land-owner, if they would unite in joint 
measures to keep these routes opened and properly policed. Kavnm-ul-Mulk replied 
that he had already sent a messenger to Sowlet with that object, hut that Assef-ed- 
Dowleh was determined to make mischief between them now that ho was assured of 
Soviet’s support. It was then suggested that a personal interview between tho two 
great men would tend to smooth over difficulties, and that the Imam Jurneh, being 
a friend of botli parties, would ho a suitable person to arrange it. It is very much to 
bo hoped that the Soviet and Kavam may come together, and there is no real obstacle, 
as both have made it plain enough that they have no real convictions on tho constitu¬ 
tional question, and will readily follow any Government than can maintain itself. 
Unfortunately, however, there are many persons whoso private interest it is to keep 
them apart, and genuine co-operation between them, in which lies the only hope of 
public order, is most unlikely. 

2. On the 9th April a Parsee visitor to the consulate produced a notice sealed by 
Soyyid Alxlul Husain to all Shirazis, whether Mahommedans or not, in which lie 
exhorted the inhabitants of Shiraz to take vengeance on tho Kavamis, and finally 
solemnly warns all persona who have helped tho Kavamis with arms or money, 
especially to Parsee merchants, that if anyone does this in future lie will ho considered, 
like tho Kavamis, ns an infidel with arms ill his hands, and his blood will bo lawful to 
all Mahommedans. Several telegrams have been received from Bushire by private 
persons expressing satisfaction nt the landing of bluejackets to preserve order, and it 
seems to ho the general expectation of tho Shirazis that they wore coming tlioro. 
Several persons having inquired from Mi-. Bill whether it was truo that British troops had 
been landed nt Bushire at tho special request of tho Shah to suppress the local Assembly, 
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Mr, Bill, with the approval of His Majesty’s Minister, suggested to the governor- 
general officially the desirability of issuing a public notice contradicting this niisleadiujr 
statement. Assof-ed-Dowloh objected that such a course would only give the rumour 
undesirable prominence. His Majesty’s consul thereupon wrote privately to one of 
the leaders of the popular party who had shown some anxiety in the matter and 
informed linn that the landing had no other object but the protection ofBritish subjects, 
to a request that the Utter might be read to the local Assembly Mr. Bill replied that 
tho letter was a private one, but ns it was desirable to give the false rumour the fullest 
contradiction, the person to whom it was addressed was at liberty to show it to anvone 
he pleased. •' 

3. 1 lie state ol tho road continues bad. There have been more robberies of posts 
ami caravans. Qn the Ispahan side a series of assaults on telegraph ghohuns has 
taken place, making it very difficult to induce them to go out and repair the damage 
dono almost daily by the Arabs, of whom tho Jabbara section appear to be no longer 
under control. Reports of plundering and destruction, especially bv Arabs, have come 
in from all parts. J 

Pehsian Gulf. 

Bushin. 

1. The general situation is reported on in a separate despatch, 
it ,^ 10 Resident left on the 21st March lor Mohmumerah and returned on 
the 25th. 

3. The new German consul, Herr IVassmuss, arrived on the 29th March. 

Bunder Abbas. 

On the 17th March the popular party, as the result of reiterated orders by letter 
horn tieyed Abdul Hussein l.uri, seized the customs and appointed the Karguzar 
deputy-governor, flic Belgian director of customs was given the opportunity of 
accepting service with the Nationalists, and handing over the receipts or of retiring 
from bis post, lie took the latter course and withdrew, being put on board tho 
I erscpolis by a boat from IBs Majesty’s ship " Fox.” After the customs and the 
government had been taken over by the Nationalists, tho customs stafl were sworn on 
the Koran to work with the Nanonalists. Between the 17th and 2.5th March somo 
78° riflemen came into tho twin They received 2 krans and 2 lbs. of bread daily. 
7 il *°"J Assembly of six persons, representing different classes, bad liven 

s acted. I be Nationalists prepared trenches along the shore and barricaded the 
streets m the town in anticipation of having to defend their position. The trenches 
tow " T 2 “>"l I mile westward. On the evening of 

norm 0 , ‘ I 1 | L '' S 'a"i “ Pcrsepohs ” arrived with the governor of the Gull 

L i ’ nl ' er '!! bom His Majesty's consul requesting sufficient notice 

to cmblo hnn to withdraw British subjects from the town to the consulate if be con- 
templateil taking any action was delivered at once by ail officer from Ill's Majesty's ship 
Natiminlilt. J 18 l C “ ptlUI J cal , lul1 h,, t " shortly afterwards. A message from the 
b r t I “r ( SU ", boft " 1 ’ t0 tl,e governor replied that he would land if 

I e i m b m 0th f W, . 9U ' »" d »t 8 A.«. on the 21st the '• Persenolis ” left for 

um nr ■ r ' h ^ >' 1 vin■ r landed. On the 20th March llis Majesty's consul, 

the Trnrt O " ' . Lm Jllm9t « r . made a demand for the customs revenue of 

deni, ml ' H. . th .° Ki “'S ua “' on His Majesty’s consul to discuss the 

rmmr S i'r,, V a,,|>t ' aiW a, ' X '® u8 not H»»rrel with the British Government. From 
toLm w^ anvinns tb fi, ’ u, ' C( ' s 11 npl'isire tliat the majority of the real population of the 
maintained in ,.,1 t U "^' * U J 1 | ‘Mujestys Government should be met and order 

maintained in order to secure tho good offices of His Majesty’s Government for the 

On*t°he 22.M'new l,t ' l L i ms 1 n '*‘ l ^ characters inllueuceiAheir councils adversely. 

*?. Nntio,„..ist.s had peacefully 
Ali Moll,ib c„i; „ - . , V,v'"cutthere. Un the -4th twenty-live rillemen under 

O the 28th March , M " m ’ tH hj-T tllulc on liehalf of the Nationalists. 

Abbas were inibn ,‘ t 1,1 His Majesty’s consul, the riflemen in Bunder 
!.|j ! th -L l ,L ‘ y " ore ““ longer required, and all except 350 soon 
S ,i if f “PS**? 111 clle ‘“'VI. hut are Rail I to have levied 
Si 14 On the 28th March a special m.ssengor from Ur brought 

British V vi ,lss ® lu * ardors to the Nationalists not to pay customs receipts to the 
British Government, adding that he was about to send Sheikh Zukarin with 2,“00 men 
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to Bunder Abbas. Ho also appoined Misbah-i-Divan to be permanent]}' deputy- 
governor and conferred some titles. The Karguzar called on His Majesty's consul with 
Seyed Assadullah, the Nationalist* leader, who was inclined to be impertinent. The 
Seyed did not like being taxed with the Nationalists breaking their word as regards 
the payment of half the customs receipts. On tho 31st March another special courier 
from .Seyed Abdul Hussein brought peremptory orders to Seyed Assadullab and the local 
merchants to seize the customs receipts already collected and to change tho customs 
staff. Seyed Assadullah, on the 1st April, assembled tho customs stall and ordered 
them to ballot among themselves for a director. This resulted in one Mirza Mustafa 
Khan being appointed director. On the 2nd April six more porsons were selected to sit on 
the local Assembly. On the 4th April forty riflemen went to Hormuz in two boats and 
declared the place to have been taken over by the Nationalists. Twenty of them 
returred the next day bringing with them Mirza Khalil and Mirza Abdul Kerim, who 
vr re m cliarg of Muin-et-Tujjar’s red oxide mines at Hormuz; the other twenty 
remained to prevent the mines being worked. The Karguzar, as a result of His 
Majesty’s consul’s representations, sent a messenger to arraugo matters at Hormuz. 
On the 4th April His Majesty’s ship “Lapwing” arrived from Muscat. On tho 5th 
April Mr. Wagner, director of customs, returned to Bunder Abbas and put up with 
His Majesty’s consul. On the 6th April Seyed Assadullah received a telegram from 
Seyed Morteza Ahreini, requesting him not to interfere with the working of the mines 
at Hormuz, as they were farmed by Muin-ut-Tujjar. 

Liny ah. 

On news of the overthrow of the royalist Government at Bushire reaching 
Lingah on the 25th March, tho people of Lingah, both Shiahs and Sunnis, decided to take 
similar joint action. They approached Sheikh Shubbar, tho leading priest, and under 
his leadership called upon the deputy governor to surrender. The latter, being 
helpless, surrended, hut was reappointed deputy governor on behalf of the Nationalists, 
i.he director of customs, an Armenian, was also called upon to surrender, hut, being 
afraid of his life, took refuge in the British agency, wnere he remained until tho 
5th April, when, on a written assurance of safety being given him by tho deputy 
governor on behalf of the Nationalists, ho was induced to leave the agency and resume 
his duties as the employe of the Nationalists. Both Shiahs and Sunnis were afraid of 
people coming irom the interior and robbing them, and accordingly put up defensive 
works outside the town and closed the roads to Lnr and Bunder Abbas. Tho permanent 
inhabitants of Lingah were very uneasy at the existing state of affairs under the 
so-called Nationalist domination ; while outwardly fearing to show disapproval of the 
action of the Laris, of whom they were in terror, they took precautions to prevent Lari 
riflemen and other had characters entering Lingah, but they still feared that Seyed 
Abdul Husseiu might send riflemen to the port. The occasional visit of a British man- 
of-war was therefore anxiously looked forward to, and created an intense relief among 
the people. ° 

Mohammerah. 

1. M. Ter Meulen handed over the Russian consular agency to his partner, 
M. Gratanm, Dutch consul, in the middle of March, and left Mohaimncruh on six 
months' leave. 

— On the 27th March the Serdar Arfa, accompanied by the Karguzar, visited tho 
custom-house and informed the inspector-general of customs that, in order to avoid 
trouble or attempts by Nationalists to seize any custom-houses in the province, all 
moneys must he retained in the custom-house. The iiiHpector-geuerul agreed to this, 
and also to keep the customs steamer “ Muzaffer” at Mohnminorah. 


Ahwaz . 

Lieutenant Rankin lins relieved Captain Lorimer as Flis Majesty's consul. 

0. B. STOKES, Major , 

Military Attache. 
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Supplement to Monthly Summary of May 18, 1909. 


Pars. 

The latest nows to hand is that Nasr-ed-Dowleh and All Knli Khan, actin'; in concert 
have taken Lar and have decapitated Seyyid Muhammad and Seyyid Jafthr. Seyyid 
Abdul Hussein Lari is said to have been captured. One hundred Laris took refu"eat His 
Majesty's consulate at Bunder Abbas, demanding intervention to save lair from Nasr-ed- 
Dowleh, hut left on the same day (the 13th May) on the consul's promising to telegraph 
their request to Tehran. On receipt of the news of Nasr-ed-Dowleh’s success reaching 
Shiraz, the leading Nationalist priest, Haji Ali Aghn, took refuge in His Majesty’s 
consulate. According to him, Seyyid Abdul Hussein had been killed, and'as this had 
happened after the issue of the amnesty, other leading Nationalists might meet with a 
similar fate. Later in the day (the 15th May) eight other leading Nationalists took 
refuge in the consulate, while a large crowd also assembled at the gate, and the bazaars 
were closed. The governor-general and the Kavnm, who declared that Seyyid Abdul 
Hussein had not been killed, having given a guarantee, the refugees, Ilaji Ali Aglia 
and his sou excepted, left the consulate the same evening and the crowd dispersed. 
On the 17th May the bazaars were still closed. Mr. Bill anticipates that the return 
of Nasr-ed-Dowleh will bo the signal for a riot at Shiraz. He has been instructed 
to impress on the Nationalists the necessity for all parties to work for a reconciliation 
between the Shah aqd his people and.to avoid disorder. 

C. B. S. 


[21116] 


No. 607. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 101.) 

Sir ' ,„ Tehran, May 20, 1909. 

• , , ,''f! ,ortc<1 >" "»y telograra No. 368 of the 5th instant, my Russian colleague and 
1 withheld the assurances wo were authorised to give the Shah in writing, notwith¬ 
standing that His Majesty had officially signified his acceptance of the advice tendered 
to him by the two Powers. We. did so hecauso we felt indications that His Majesty 
Imd not really made up his mind to take certain measures which we regarded as 
indispensable, if there was to Is: any hope of a restoration of constitutional government. 

W hen, however, on the 9th May the Shah appointed a Liberal Cabinet, and signed 
decrees ordering measures which wo had advised as preparatory to the re-establishment 
of a constitutional riSgimo, wo felt there was no jestification for further delay, and in 
reply to a private communication' from the Minister for Foreign Affairs wo addressed 
to his Excellency a joint note containing the assurances in question. 

A copy of the two documents is enclosed herewith. 

I have, &o. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inolosuro 1 in No. 607. 

Saad-ed-Dowleh to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Translation.) 

Y ° U, ^ii 11 r? 1 i • r . i . . Tehran , May 9, 1909. 

NOW that- Ills Imperial Majesty has issued a proclamation respecting the 
re-establishment of the constitution, 1 have the honour to remind your Excellency that 
on the 22ml December the dragomans of the British and Russian Legations gave 
verbal assurances of security to His Majesty the Shah on the part of the British and 
Russmu Government#. Since no record of thin 1ms been kept by His Majesty I request 
your Excellency to be good enough to send me a copy of' the same signed bV yourself 
and the Russian CliargiS d Aflaires. J J 

I avail, Sus. 

SAAD-ED-DOWLEH. 
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Inolosuro 2 in No. 607. 

Sir G. Barclay and M. Sabline to Saad-ed-Dowleh. 

M. le Ministre, . Tdhdran, le 9 mat, 1909. 

EN lAponse i vos lettres privdes d’aujourd’hui, le Ministre d’Angleterre et le 
Chargd d’Aflaires de Russie out fhonneur de faire savoir it votre Excellence que le 
texte des assurances donnoes 5 Sa Majestd Impdriale le Schah, le 22 ddeembre, de la 
part des deux reprdsentants etuit le suivant- 

“,Tunt que ba Majesty remplit sinebrement le role de Souverain constitutionnel il 
aura l'appui et la sympathie des deux reprdsentauts d'Angleterre et de Russie, et lea 
deux rcpriSsentants lui accorderont en cas de mlcessitd, et s’il la recherche, protection 
pour sa pemoline. Mais les deux reprdsontants sent porsuadds que les meilleurs garanties 
contro le danger que Sa Mnjostd prevoit seraient le riitablisseiuent du regime coustitu- 
tionnel et sa cooperation sinebre pour le bon fonctionnement de ce rdgiine. 

Les deux reprdsentants sont rouiutenant autorisds par lours Gouvernements it 
renouveler ces assurances. 

G. BARCLAY. 

SABLINE. 


[21117] 


No. 608. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 102.) 

Sir ’ , , Tehran, May 20,1909. 

SINCE my last despatch respecting affairs at Tabrcez, No. 80 of the 20th ultimo, 
the situation in that town has completely changed. Hostilities have ceased and Tabreoz, 
temporarily in the occupation of Russian troops, is now exerting the influence it 
possesses in other centres of revolt to bring about a reconciliation between the Shah 
and his people. 

It may Ik: convenient that I should report as briefly as possible the events leading 
up to the arrival of Russian troops, which, while it has effectually secured the safety 
of foreigners—its primary object—has also incidentally saved the Persians of Tabrcez 
from the horrors which would have followed its surrender to the Shah’s troops, and 
materially contlibuted to such measure of success as has so far attended* the 
representations of the two Powers urging His Majesty to restore constitutional 
government. 

It will be remembered that when 1 last wrote provisions in the besieged town 
weie almost exhausted and a reejuest from some of the legations for permission to 
introduce food for foreigners had been refused by the Persian Government, who 
suggested that in lieu of this foreign subjects should leave the town under safe- 
conduct. Phis was an illusory, not to say derisive, suggestion, as it was well known 
that the militant Nationalists of labreez, fully alive to the value to their cause of the 
foreigners as hostages, would never willingly permit them to leave. 

On the mb ultimo the ouestion of the safety of foreigners becatno urgent. The 
two legations learned from the consuls-general that a plan was in contemplation for 
attacking tho two consulatcs-goneral and the houses of their nationals in the hope of 
forcing Russian occupation in preference to surrendering to the Shah. There was also 
believed to be imminent danger of the famine-stricken population taking violent 
measures to obtain food from those foreigners butter supplied with provisions than 
themselves. My Russian colleague and I, though daily expecting instructions to tender 
the advice to the Shah which it was hoped would relieve the situation at all the 
centres of revolt, decided that we could not risk tho chance of delay, and we accordingly 
applied lor an audience for the following morning, tho 20th ultimo, in order to urge 
the necessity in tho interests of tho safety of our compatriots at Tabreoz for a truce 
and for permission to introduce provisions. Our representations to His Majesty were, 
as already reported in my despatch No. 81 of tho 20th April, successful, and tho Shah 
promised to send orders forthwith to his generals *al Tabreoz for a cessation of 
hostilities for six days, during which all facilities were to be given for tho introduction 
of enough food for that period for tho whole town. 

It should hero bo mentioned that on tho previous day His Majesty’s Ambassador 
[ l64£) ] 4 C 
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at St. Petcrsburgli had sounded the Minister for Foreign Affairs ns to whether his 
Government would send the small force of Cossacks to bring away consuls and other 
foreigners who wished to leave, and on the 20th Sir A. Nicolson reported to llis 
Majesty’s Government that the Russian Government hud decided to send a force to 
Tabreez with orders to protect the consulates and foreigners, to facilitate the entry of 
the necessary provisions, and to assist the departure of such foreigners as desired to 
leave. His Majesty’s Government expressed cordial approval of any steps which the 
Russian Government might take to save the lives of foreigners from starvation or 
attack, on the understanding tliat such steps would not be taken in favour of either 
side, hut solely for the protection of foreigners. 

The truce granted by the Shah seemed to render the dispatch of troops no longer 
urgent, and their departure was countermanded with the concurrence of His Majesty’s 
Government on the news reaching the two Governments of the result of our audience 
of the 20th ultimo. Owing, however, to circumstances which have never been clearly 
explained, the Shah's generals received no orders regarding the armistice and no 
sufficient facilities were given for the introduction of food. The two consuls-geneml on 
learning that an armistice had been granted had induced the Nationalists to cease 
hostilities; consequently the non-observance of the terms ot the truce by the Royalist 
generals rendered their position awkward in the extreme, and the situation seemed 
more threatening than before. Accordingly, on the 23rd ultimo, the Russian Govern¬ 
ment ordered troops to move on Tabreez; the force, ns estimated by the Russian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, was to he 2,<‘00 men, with instructions to abstain from any inter¬ 
ference in the struggle between the two parties and to undertake no administrative 
duties. It was to he withdrawn when the situation had settled down. Mr. Wratislaw 
and M. Miller, who apprehended danger to Europeans when it was discovered that 
Russian troops were coming, proposed themselves to inform the Nationalists of their 
advent, and were authorised to do so by the two legations, stating that the troops were 
not coming in tlieSImh’s interests, hut in those of Tabreez, in order to secure the opening 
of the .Inna road and to protect foreigners and natives from the Shah s brigands ; that 
the occupation was intended to last only until peace wos made between the Shah and his 
people ami that no one, whatever his nationality, would he molested for Ins snare in 
recent events, and that tlie Shah's troops would not he admitted, into the town. 
Although there was some fanatical agitation against the impending arrival of the troops, 
the intervention was used to good purpose by the local assembly and laki An.de, who 
opened negotiations with the Shah’s Government on the evening of the 24th. lhe 
Sliah was urged to come to terms with his loyal subjects and thus avert the disgrace of 
a foreign occupation of Persian territory. This leverage was successful, and on the 25th 
His Majesty granted an armistice for indefinite duration and every facility for the 
introduction of food. . 

With the experience of the illusory character of the truce nroviously granted by the 
Shah to guide them the twoconsuls-general, who lmd tocount with the utter unreliability of 
the Nationalists ns well ns the Royalists, considered that in the interest of the security of 
foreigners it would he unwise to stay the advance of the Russian troops on account of 
the Shah’s concession. My colleague and 1 believed this opinion to be sound and we 
expressed our concurrence. 1 admit to having been to some extent influenced in this 
decision by the effect that Russian intervention, other than in the Shah’s favour, would 
have on llis Majesty as regards his attitude towards the advice of the two Powers 
tendered to him on the 22nd ultimo. 

'fhe disp itch of the troops was not counterordered, and on the 26th Mr. Wratislaw 
and M. Miller wrote to the local assembly, giving them full assurances of the temporary 
character of the Russian action and explaining its motives. This produced a go»d 
effect in Tabreez, and Sattar Khan called on HU Majesty’s consul-general on the 2‘Jth 
April to express great gratitude to Great Britain and his hopes for the future. 

The troops arrived on the 30th April under General Snaraky to the number of 
nearly 4,000, of whom some 250 were, in the course of the next day or two, brought 
into the town without any untoward incident, for the protection of foreigners. The 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs had told Sir A. Nicolson that only small detach¬ 
ments would enter Tabreez to he used as guards for the consulates and other foreign 
institutions. His Majesty’s consul-general considered that the number of men in the 
town was somewhat excessive, hut did not think it worth while to raise any objection. 

As you will remember, I was desirous that the arrival of the Russian troops should 
be formally announced to the Peisian Government ina joint note from the two legations. 
In this my Russian colleague was in entire agreement with me. I also thought that, if 
it could he arranged, the note might contain a reference to the landing of the blue¬ 
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jackets at Bushire ; but when the Russian Government was approached as regards the 
joint note they thought it unnecessary. Indeed, I gather from conversation with 
M. Sabline that his Government, on learning the proposal, expressed their surprise that 
he had not himself notified the dispatch of troops some days before. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[21118] No. 609. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 103.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 20, 1900. 

AS reported in my despatch No. 7S of the IGtli April, it was arranged by the 
Bakhtiari Khans at Ispahan that their forces should march on Tehran on the 21st ultimo. 
Serdar Assar had not on that day arrived at Ispahan, and the inability of the Khans to 
agree among themselves, coupled with their unsuccessful attempt to raise funds, 
prevented any move from being made. 

Serdar Assar reached Ispahan on the 6th instant, and with the assistance of 
7,000 tomans plundered from a royalist caravan and 9,000 tomans, the proceeds of a 
forced loan from three leading merchants of the city, the Khans on the lltli instant 
led their troops, numbering in all about 3,000 men, to a camp 2 miles outside Ispahan, 
where they have since remained. Seinsnm-es-Sultanch explained that this step was 
taken in order to prevent disturbances within the city. 

The continued presence of the Shah’s army at Khaledabad, greatly exaggerated 
rumours as to its strength, one version giving the number of men as 8,000, having been 
current at Ispahan, has gone far to minimise the effect of the news of the Shah’s 
concessions, and though the local Assembly of Tabreez has telegraphed to that of 
Ispahan urging the reception of His Majesty’s promises in a conciliatory spirit, it is 
not yet known whether the Khans will bo willing to compromise. 

I learn from the Minister for Foreign Affairs that, as a matter of fact, the royalist 
forces are short of money and forage, and have been ordered to return to Kashau and 
the neighbouring villages to await further orders. 

In Ispahan cases of disorder, robbery, and drunkenness became moro frequent 
towards the end of the stay of the Bakhtiari soldiery in the town, while the state of 
the neighbouring country anil roads remains deplorably had. The presence of the 
Kuhgelu tribesmen on the Ispahan-Shiraz road and the genoral insecurity throughout 
the province have brought trade almost to a standstill. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[21120] So. 610. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edwird Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 105.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 20, 1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 86 of the 22nd ultimo, I have (iio honour to 
report that the general situation at Bushire has during the past months undergone 
little change, and under the auspices of the bluejackets from llis Majesty’s ship “ Fox ” 
order has been effectively maintained. 

Darya Beggi, the new governor, arrived on the 10th instant and was cordially 
received, llis arrival might well have given rise to renewed disorders, but for an incident 
which enabled us to frustrate the intention of the Shah’s Government to send him to 
Busliire with a force. It was intended that the “ Perscpolis ” should ho sent to fetch 
him and to collect a force to accompany him. Fortunately, in order to pay for the 
coal necessary for the voyage, the local director of customs diverted 12,000 krans from 
the customs receipts which it had been arranged with the consul-general should bo 
temporarily impounded. This afforded justification for preventing the ship from sailing, 
and Darya Beggi arrived as an ordinary passenger by mail steamer. 

His Majesty's consul-general has had occasion to complain of the action of the 
German consulate. The circumstances on which Major Cox based this complaint are 
briolly reported in my telegrams Nos. 353 and 362. I brought the matter privately 
to the notice of my German colleague who, after enquiry of his acting consul, somewhat 
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indignantly denied that the latter’s action or that of his staff had been other than 
correct. The German Government, on representations at Berlin, have warned the 
acting consul to see that noither he nor his staff laid themselves open to suspicion 
of political agitation. I have so far not replied to Count Quadt s communication, 
hoping that he may let the matter drop. I fear, however this is unhkely j many case 
I trust that a full report, which I am led to oxpect from Major Cox,will have reached 
1110 before the question is again raised. . . . , , 

The question of the retention of the customs receipts is, as explained to you in 
rny telegram No. 390 of the ltith instant, satisfactorily settled temporarily, and 1 shall 
when notifying the withdrawal of the bluejackets officially to the 1 ersiau Government, 
convey a verbal warning as authorised by you, that the consequences will be dis¬ 
agreeable to the Persian Government if the arrears due to the Imperial Bank of 1 ersia 
and tlio monthly instalment are not treated as a first charge. ' . , , 

It is to be expected that the bluejackets may be withdrawn within the next few 
days, the Darya Beggi having assumed complete responsibility for tne maintenance of 
order and the security of foreigners. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY 


[ 21121 ] No - on - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

!^ 0 - 106) Tehran, May 20, 1909. 

' AS far as can ho judged from Tehran, the prospects of reconciliation between the 
Shah and his people, and of His Majesty’s being given another chance of ruling as a 
constitutional Sovereign, arc hopeful. Mis Majesty is apparently giving the Cabinot a 
free hand to deal with the crisis; he will be well advised if he continues to do so. By 
Saml-ed-lJowleh’s advice ho left the capital on the 18th instant and has taken up lus 
summer quarters at Sultanabad- So far the Cabinet has shown considerable tact in 
handling the situation, and is lending a sympathetic ear to complaints on points on 
which further concessions are desired by the Nationalists. At first it was not easy to 
humiliate their further requirements owing to the difficulties of communication between 
the different centres of revolt and the lack of cohesion amongst the Nationalists of 
Tehran, hut a committee of the leaders has now been formed at the capital, which the 
Cabinetlms wisely recognized, and which it is hoped will, before long, have authority 
from the most important provincial centres to speak for the Persian Nationalists as a 
body It has already presented a list ol desiderata supplementary to what the Shah 
has granted on the advice of the two Powers, which has the imprimatur of Sepahdar 
and Tabreez. This list is as follows:— 

1. The expulsion of mischief-makers Amir Bahadur Jang ami Mufakher-ul-Mulk 

are the two liersonH specially aimed at. The former still remains with the Shall, though 
we have pressed for his removal Saad-ed-Dowleh has asked us to cease our pressure, 
for the present at least, and await developments. As his removal from the Palace was 
not a sine uad son of the programme of reforms, avid his influence seems broken lor the 
moment, wo have deferred to Saad-ed-1 lowleh’s request Mufakher-ul-Mulk was 
recently Vice-Governor of Tehran, in which capacity lie was believed to have been 
mainly responsible for the murder of some bnstis at Shohabdulazim some weeks ago. 
M v Russian colleague and I pressed for his dismissal, which has since boon etleeted, but 
lie is still at the Court in close touch with the Shall. . 

2. Disarming of the roughs at Tehran. A decree has been issued prohibiting the 

possession of arms without a permit and the promiscuous lotting off of rifles by the 
Slmlfs troops and others, which lias of late been such a disagreeable feature in Tehran. 
Tho decree confides the maintenance ot order to the Cossack Brigade, so that there is 
some hope of its being executed. It contains n clause forbidding “assemblies which 
create disturbances." This, l understand, was directed realty against reactionary 
demonstrations, but it 1ms aroused some mistrust utnong the Nationalists, who see in it 
an infringement of the right of public meeting. . . , 

it. A definite pronouncement from the Shah that the old constitution, which ho 
has restored, inchulestho 107 supplementary articles added in 1907. 1 ho decree ot the 

9th instant was oil this point not sufficiently clearly worded. The Shah has already 
stated that the decree must he interpreted as restoring the old constitution in- its 
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entirety, but the Nationalists ask for an explanatory decree on the point. One has 
been drafted by Saad-ed-Dowleh and submitted to the Shah. 

4, That no further troops be brought to the capital. It is to be hoped that the 
money now about to be advanced by Russia-will be employed to pay oft and disband 
many of the useless troops now under arms. ... .. ,, 

'5 That telegrams should no longer be censored. At first Nationalists of the 
capital wishing to communicate with their fellows in tho provinces could have no 
confidence that their telegrams would be correctly transmitted. They have obtained 
satisfaction on this point, and tho different nationalist centres can now communicate 

rrK<jl> G "That fticShah should do his best to end the Russian occupation in the north. 
There is no doubt a very strong feeling against the Russian occupation among the 
Nationalists, who cannot get rid of the conviction that tho presence ol Russian troops 
is welcome to the Shah. They choose to forget that Tabreez was in **», and was 
only saved from the horrors which must have followed surrender to the Shah s troops 
by the arrival of the Russian force. As I telegraphed on the loth instant, Saad-ed- 
Dowleh, while thinking that complete evacuation would be premature at present, is ot 
opinion that the withdrawal of a large part- of the force might take place at once and 
would quiet the popular agitation against the occupation. 1 have acquainted my 
Russian colleague with Saad ed-Dowleli’s remarks to me on this subject, and added 
that His Majesty’s consul-general was also of the opinion that there was no longer 
need for so large a force. M. Sabline told me that Saad-ed-Dowleh had not approached 
him on the matter. , _ . ., ,1 

It haa been so unequivocally announced by the Russian Government that the 
occupation is merely temporary, and for specific and entirely legitimate objects, that 
one might have thought the Nationalists, who have certainly been the gamers by this 
intervention, could afford to he patient; but the hope that the Natmna ists would 
accept the occupation in a reasonable spirit was destroyed by the harsh methods 
employed by General Snarsky in dealing with the recent incident of tho shooting of a 
gentry. The profound mistrust which is felt for the Shah, and which had been to some 
extent allayed by His Majesty’s concessions, burst forth with increased force, and 
the nationalist mind was convinced that the Shah was instigator ot the general s 

proceedings ^ mu j te heclH of Kerbela and Nejef should be informed that the 
constitution had been restored. This, I understand, has already been done by the Shah 

8. The liberation of Nationalists imprisoned at Tiffis. My Russian colleague, who 
knows nothing of this, has telegraphed totlie Viceroy of the Caucasus. 

9 Assurances to refugees, and their participation m tho preparation of the electoral 
law. This has now been abandoned. There was no need for the first m view ol the 
general amnesty proclaimed, and the committee working at the electoral law is making 

k *o. 'After the fulfilment ot tho above conditions, goneral illuminations in Tehran 
and the provinces. 

All the above points, with tho exception of that relating to the continued presence 
of Amir Bahadur Jang at the Court, lie outside of our advice, so that my Russian 
colleague and I have not supported this list of desiderata. The response it has received 
from the Cabinet is due to no pressure from us, and argues an earnest desire on the part 
of the Ministers to bring about a reconciliation. 

As I have already informed vou bv telegraph, my Russian colleague and 1, on the 
publication of tho Shah’s decree on the 10th instant, instructed our consuls at the 
centres of revolt to urge upon the Nationalists that, now that the Shall had made 
concessions which ought to satisfy them, it was their duty to work for pacification. 
Except lor this, 1 have confined my interference to giving similar advice to the 
Nationalists of Tehran, and to pressing upon Saad-ed-Dowleh the desirability ot 
recognizim* the newly-formed nationalist committee of tho capital as the best channel 
of negotiations, and especially for obtaining some definite idea ot what Nationalists us a 
body desire in addition to what the Shah has already given. 

Mv Russian colleague’s influence Iras been employed principally with the Sepahdar, 
to whom lie lias used the strongest language. Lnfortimutely, however, the Sepahdar 
seems to he entirely in the hands of the four hundred odd Caucasians who are with him. 
It is satisfactory, however, to know that the desiderata above enumerated have lieeu 
approved at Kazvin. It would seem to show that Sepahdar and the torcc with him are 
[1G49] 4 D 
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not so uncompromisingly resolved to depose the Shah as has been generally believed at 
Tehran Tliey are, however, very insistent, and when 1 saw Saad-ed-Dowleh yesterday 
afternoon he told me that Sepahdar had demanded an immediate answer to the 
desiderata. It may seem strange that the possibility of a march on lehran of the 
400 Caucasians and the Persians who are with them should loom so large in the 
situation, but they are known to be determined men, and they would no doubt, m any 
conflict with the Shah’s tatterdemalion troops in Tehran, he able to give a good account 
of themselves. The Cossacks—the only respectable force in the capital—are far from 
being at full strength at the present moment. Till the Kazvur force is satisfied or 
disposed of the situation will not clear. My Russian colleague tells me that his 
Government have suggested that they should he disarmed by the Russian secretary of 
legation now at Kazviu, The latter has five Cossacks at his disposal. 


I have, &c. 


(i RATIO! AY. 


[21130] N °- 012 - 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Krceived June 7.) 

St. Peterthurgh, May 25, 1909. 

k ’ I MENTIONED to M. Tcharykoff yesterday that the situation at Bushire having 
calmed down, the bluejackets who had been landed lor the protection of the foreign 
subjects had been re-cmbiirked. Iadded that matters seemed lo have greatly improved 
at Tubreez, and I presumed that the Russian Government would very shortly feel 
justified in withdrawing their troops, or in any case in greatly reducing their numbers. 
M. Tcharykoff said that they must await the appointment of a governor, though they 
were most anxious to recall' the troops, as their sojourn in Tabrccz cost money. I 
observed that the vice-governor appeared to he a competent mail, and to give satisfaction 
to all parties, llis Excellency said that the vice-governor was not a sufficiently 
important official, and that it would he necessary to wait for the arrival of a governor- 
general for the whole province with whom tho Russian authorities could deal. 

M. Tcharykoff said that lie would like to tell me that after six weeks’ silence 
the Russian Government had received a telegram from Urumin, which depicted the 
situation as one of complete anarchy. The anti-nationalist party had driven out tho 
nationalist governor, who had fled to a distance of some 12 to 15 miles, but laid 
announced his intention of shortly returning and wreaking vengeance on his rivals. 
The Russian consular guard consisted of Only six men, and the Government considered 
it, therefore, prudent to reinforce it by a detachment of forty men, who would be 
dispatched from Tabreez. It would bo necessary to transport them across the lake, 
mul as tho emits available were not fitted to carry homes the detachment would have 
to consist of foot soldiers. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[21132] 


No. 013. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 339.) 

gi r> St. Pelersburijh, Mail 28, 1909. 

1 ENQUIRED of M. Tcharykoffa day or two ago when I might expect to receive 
a reply to the aide-memoire which I had addressed to him on the 18th March, relative to 
various questions connected with telegraph lines in x’ersia. 

He said that M. Klemm had prepared a memorandum in reply, hut that there were 
one or two points which required elucidation, and lie would lie much obliged if 1 would 
send one of the embassy secretaries to talk over the matter with M. Ktciimi. llo 
could tell me that the Russian Government had no olijection whatever to the 
construction of a second line in Shahrud, and were moat anxious that the exchange of 
the control over the Teliinii-Meshetl and Kliaf-Nasnilahad line should take place os soon 
as possible. 

I commenced to speak to M. Tchurykofl'on certain other questions which had lieon 
touched upon in my aide-memoire, but he said that he would lie glad it I would not enter 
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into a discussion upon them, as ho would prefer if the matter were treated with 
M. Klemm, who was better acquainted than he was with the subject. 

I asked Mr. Kidston to see M. Klemm, and I have the honour to transmit a copy ot 
a memorandum which he drew up in regard to a conversation which he had with the latter 
and M. Hartwig. The results of the conversation seem to me to be satisfactory; and i 
trust that I shall very shortly receive an official reply embodying the views ol tire 
Russian Government. It would be better to await the memorandum before any action 
is taken, so that there should be no possibility of any misunderstanding. I trust that the 
exchange of the Meshed and Seistan lines will be accomplished, aslBiibnnt that it would 
be well to complete the arrangement without further delay. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


P S.— May 30. Since writing the above I have received the reply to my aide- 
memoire, of which I have the honour to transmit a translation. 


A. N. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. CIS. 

Memorandum on a Conversation between .Mr. Kidston, M. de Klemm, and if. Hartwig. 

I WENT by appointment this afternoon to see M. de Klemm (late consul-general 
at Meshed, and now head of a department in the Ministry tor Foreign Attains) on 
the subject of Persian telegraphs, and found M. Hartwig with Inm. It was the latter 
who did all the talking ,, - ~ .r _ ,i,„ 

• He began by saying that the moment was most favourable for effecting the 
exchange of the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasrutabad lines. Perhaps such n favourable 
opportunity might never occur again ; the present Persian Minister ot l elegranis wa 
an able nncl sensible man, who had always shown liimselt easy to deal \m i, am a »o 
circumstances were propitious. Of courso, if His Majesty’s Government wished to 
delay mutters a little longer in order to put through their Arabislau arrangements and 
the extension of their concession to 1945 the Russian Government would otter no 
objection, but lie urged the advisability of not letting so favourable an opportunity 

Bll|> Tie had always been of opinion that the question of tho exchange should lie treated 
at Tehran ns a purely administrative matter, and that the host attitude 01 ie 
Ministers to adopt was to represent to the Persians that their respective telegraph 
administrations had plagued them for so long over the question that they were anxious 
to get it settled for good and all. The purely administrative and utilitarian nature ot 
the measure could he based on the geographical position of the lines to be exchang'd, 
which made it easier for the Russians to forward material for the lehran-Mestied 
section and for the British to perform a similar service for that front Nasratuxui o 
Khaf. 

M. Hartwig then turned to more particular points. . . . 

Arabist an l.ines. —He said that the Russians would have no objection to the 
stipulation that the Indo-European Telegraph Department should co-operate m the 
construction and maintenance of any extension of the Arabiatan lines, on the uiiilcr- 
standing that the rights would lie waived in the case of an extension into their sphere. 
He showed some curiosity as to the true object ot this stipulation, nnd I though t in 
there was no harm in telling him confidentially that it aimed at preventing tho 
acquisition by a third Power of an extension from Mohammerah to Bussorali. 

With regard to the possible employment at some future date ol Russian signallers 
Oil the Arubistan lines, lie expressed some dissatisfaction with the proposed wording ot 
the agreement with the Persian Government. The phrase: " that without t ie 
concurrence of the British Government no others than British subjects and the 
members of the staff," &c„ was, in his opinion, too vague and left it open to the 1 ersiait 
Government, even in spite of any secret agreement between Grot t Britain and Kusma, 
to insist that Persian consent was necessary for the admission ol Russian signallers. 
After much discussion I suggested as an alternative formula: “ that, save with the 
consent of the British Government, only Persian subjects and the members ol the 
staff," &c. Both M. Hartwig and M. de Klemm expressed themselves as completely 
satisfied with this superficial alteration. . - 

Tehran-Sbabrud Line.—With regard to the construction of tho extra line from 
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Tehran to Shahrud, M. Hartivig said that, far from opposing the project, the Russian 
Government would be only too glad if it were taken in hand at once. In fact, he gave 
me to understand that the pressure which the Persian Telegraph Administration was 
bringing to bear on the Indo-European Telegraph Department was due to constant 
representations from the Russian Legation. He explained that tins was the main line 
of communication between the Persian and Russian systems, that the work was far too 
heavy for a single line, that the line was subject too frequent break-downs, and that 
consequently the Russian Legation at Tehran was constantly compelled to have recourse 
to the Indo-European Telegraph Company’s line, and that this meant an enormous 
increase in their telegraph bill. He quoted figures to show how heavy this charge had 
been during his period of office at Tehran. . . . „ 

Tchran-Kbanikin Line. —M. Hnrtwig characterised the action of Ins Government 
in taking over this line as a purely generous one. It was m a shocking condition and 
would cost them a large sum of money and bring no advantage. 1hey only consented 
to take it over in order to prevent any third Power from acquiring control overtit. 
But before the actual transfer was effected they wished to be assured ns to the 
financial position of the lino. He had read somewhere in Hertslet that the Indo- 
European Telegraph Company had paid over to the Persian Government a large sum ot 
money in connection with some arrangement regarding tins line. He Imd made 
enquiries of His Majesty's legation and of the head of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Company at Tehran as to the object and conditions attaching to this payment, but had 
never been able to get to the bottom of the transaction. What the Russian Govern¬ 
ment now feared was that if they took over the line the Persian Government might 
suddenly come down u[K>n them and present a bill for this amount. They therefore 
wanted to make sure, before taking any further steps in the matter, that they would 
take over the Hue free of debt, . ., 

I told M. de Klomm and M. Hnrtwig that the negotiations respecting the 
Ambistnn lilies were now proceeding smoothly, and gave them the substance ot 
Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 401). In these circumstances, 1 said, there would 
probably bo little delay in effecting the exchange of the lehran-Mcshcd and KJiat 
Nasratabad lines, which His Majesty’s Government were quite as anxious as the Russian 
Government to carry out at the earliest possible opportunity. 

1 begged them to furnish Sir A. Nicolson as soon ns possible with a memorandum 

in reply to those which ho had sent on the 21st February (6th March) and the ath 
(18tli) Miircli, and they promised that this would bo done at once. KIDSTON 

•S'/. Petersbuujk, May 2S, 1909. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 013. 

Aide-me'moire communicated to Sir A. Nicolson. 

( lm HAVING studied the aide-memoire of the British Embassy dated the 21st 
February (Gth March) and the 5th (18th) March, 1909, on the question of the 
telegraph lines in Persia, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs is of opinion that the 
method proposed by the British Government for guaranteeing to the Russian 
Government the right of appointing^ in the eveut of necessity, Russian telegraph 
officials to the Arabistan lines by means of the conclusion of a special secret ngree- 
1 , 1 ,.,a Oil this subject between liotli Governments appeal's m principle to be wholly 
acceptable. The Ministry deem it only necessary to draw the attention ot tho 
embassy to tho fact that, in the drawing up of the text of an agreement between 
the British and Persian Governments with reference to the Arabistan lines, it is 
necessary to seek such a formula as would not place the uppointafent ot Russian 
officials to the lines mentioned in dependence on the will of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment. The portion of the proposed text of tho agreement cited m the aide-memoire 
of the embassy dated the 21st February (0th March), 1900, rends thus:— 

“ Without the concurrence of the British Government no others than Persian 
subjects and the members of the staff of the Indo-European Telegraph Department 
should bo employed in the offices or on the lines ol this system. 

Such wording does not exclude tho right of the Persian Government to oppose the 
appointment of Russian officials to these lines, even should tho assent,of the British 
Government have been given, For the removal of such a difficulty it is desirable to 
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revise the above-quoted text in such a manner that the possibility of opposition by tho 
Persian Government to the admission of Russian telegraph officials to the Arabistan 
lines shall be absolutely excluded. After this a secret agreement approximately in tho 
following terms could be concluded on this subject between the Russian and British 
Governments:— 

“ Reserving for itself, by means of a special agreement with the Persian Govern¬ 
ment, the right of control and repair on the Persian telegraph lines in Arabistan, and 
having the intention to admit for work on those lines and offices only Persian subjects 
and officials of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, the British Government will 
not put obstacles ill tho way if in time it should appear necessary to the Russian 
Government to dispatch their own telegraph officials to the lines mentioned for the 
transmission of telegrams in the Russian language on principles^ analogous with those 
which have been established in relation to the Kliaf-Seistan line." 

Tho Imperial Government on their part place no obstacles against the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department reserving for itself the right to take part in the 
construction and maintenance also of other telegraph lines which may be constructed in 
Arabistan besides the Mohammerah-Aliwaz and Teliran-Busliire lines mentioned in the 
aide-memoire of the embassy dated the 14th (27th) January, 1909, and take note of the 
declaration of the British Government that this right of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department will not lie extended to portions of new lines which would enter within the 
limits of the Russian sphere of influence. 

As regards the placing of a second wire on tho Tehrnn-Shahntd line, respecting 
which mention is mado in the aide-memoire of the embassy dated the 5th (18tli) March, 

1909, the Imperial Government deems the immediate realisation of this measure, which 
the Russian Mission at Tehran has long urged on the Persian Government as a 
guarantee of a more regular telegraphic communication with Russia, to be extremely 
desirable. , 

With reference to the Tehran-Khanikin line, the Ministry for Foreign Allans 
permits itself to express unew the wish put forward in its aide-meamn dated the 1 Gth 
(29th) January, 19u9, namely, that now it should be clearly established that any 
financial accounts between the Indo-European Telegraph Department and the Persian 
Government which may arise with respect to the construction or maintenance of this 
lino should he adjusted directly between the aforesaid department mid the Government 
of the Shall, and shall not in any way affect the Imperial Government. The necessity 
of such a limitation arises from the circumstance that, on the one side, the financial 
position of the above-named line remains up to the present unexplained, and, on the 
other hand, there are several indications which give grounds to believe that certain 
financial accounts with respect to this line do in fact exist between the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department and the Persian Government. 

In conclusion, the Ministry lor Foreign Affaire considers it their duty to amiin 
draw the attention ol’ the emlmssy to tho extreme necessity of realising us speedily us 
possible locally an actual exchange between the two Governments of the lines Tehran- 
Meshed and Khaf-Seistan. In the opinion of the Russian Minister at Tehran, the 
present time seems to lie a very opportune moment for doing this. The Imperial Govern¬ 
ment already long ago furnished their cliargd d’affaires at Tehran with instructions on 
this subject, and it would bo highly desirable that the British Minister at tho Court ol 
tile Shah should be instructed to enter us soon as possible into an agreement on 
tho necessary lines with M. Sabliue. 

St. Petereburgb, May 1G (29), 1909. 


[21138] 


No. OIL 


(No. 345.) 
Sir, 


Sir A. Sicolsnn to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

S/. Petersburg!!, May 30, 1909. 


TO my surprise M. TeharykolT informed mo yesterday that Colonel Margani was 
not to lie appointed chief of tho Persian Cossack brigade at Tehran. I remarked that 
I laid understood from him that the appointment of tile colonel was a settled matter, 
lie had indeed told mo that telegraphic orders had boon sont to the colonel to proceed 
to Tehran M. TeharykolT said that the general stall was of opinion that Colonel 
Margani laid received no scientific military training, and was simply a regimental 
officer. The want of scientific attainments Imd been, so M. Tcharykolf observed, in his 
opinion, a recommendation rather than a disqualification. Tho general staff, however, 
[1649] 4 E 
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thought otherwise, and was about to propose a candidate of its own. I inquired who 
the officer would lie, and lie replied that ho did not know. He would, he added, like 
to inform me that the Russian Government were recommending the bliak to increase 
the brigade from 1,500 to 2,000 men, as the present number was not sulhcient, and it 
might be necessary to detach some of them to act as police at labreoz. 

I asked what was his latest news from labreez. He replied that it was very 
good, aud that “everybody was very happy.” I remarked that m such circumstances 
I presumed that there would no longer be any hesitation in withdrawing, or in any 
case greatly reducing, the Russian force at Tabreez. 1 added that l believed that both 
the Russian general and the Russian consul-general were of opinion that such a step 
could now be taken. M. TcharykofT said that they must await the arrival of a 

governor-goneial.^ ^ {he AlMd . Do wl e h has been appointed governor- 

general, I will take the earliest opportunity of recurring to the subject of the 
withdrawal of the Russian forces with M. Isvolsky, who is expected in St. 1 etersburgh 

tllisevening ' I have, &c. 

a srrnotsoN. 


[2U42] K °- 

Sir A. Sicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

jRo. 3o0.) Petersbunjli, June 1, 1909. 

1 RECEIVED last evening Sir G. Barclay's telegrams Nos. -120, 427, and 428 in 
regard tn the arrest of a f'edai and the destruction of liis house and that of his brother 


by the Russian troops, and reporting at the same time that Sattar Khan and Baghir 
Khan as well as others had consequently taken refuge in the Ottoman consulate-general 
at Tabreez. 1 at once addressed a private letter to M. Isvolsky relating the above 
incidents and expressing the opinion that in cases between Persian subjects it would be 
better for the general to refer them to the Persian vice-governor. I added that as it 
appeared that Tabreez was tranquil l trusted that it would be possible for the Russian 
Government now to diminish the number of their troop*, and to withdraw them entirely 


when the new governor-general assumed his duties. v , , 

1 saw M. Isvolsky this morning, and informed him that since writing to him I had 
received a telegram from you urging that the Russian general should keep within the 
scope of his instructions, and explaining the unfortunate impression which his acts 
would cause. , _ . 

M. Isvolsky told me that he had received a telegram front the Russian consul at 
Tabreez which gave an account of what had passed which was quite different from that 
which I had received. The Russian consul reported that two cr three Russian subjects 
— Armenians so far as l can recollect -had lieen arrested lor using inflammatory language, 
and would ho deported. Their houses had been searched, but no reference was made to 
any having been ldown up. The Russian consul added that for some little time past 
Sattar and Baghir Khans had been in communication with the Ottoman consul a te- 
genorftl, and that they had, with some 200 others, token refuge in the consulate-general. 
M. Isvolsky remarked that there was a considerable discrepancy between the informa¬ 
tion which had reached my Government and that which ho had received, and he 
regretted that such was the case. I said that there was undoubtedly a wide divergence 
in the news which we had respectively received, which I could not explain liis 
Excellency said tfiat of course neither the Russian consul nor the Russian general had 
any ground for interfering with local affairs, but that they were justified in dealing 
with tlieir own subjects. 1 did not deny this statement, and said that 1 would 
telegraph the substance of the telegram which he had read to me and await a reply. 
In the meantime I trusted that the Russian Government would consider the moment 
opportune for withdrawing a considerable portion of their troops, as from the informa¬ 
tion which l had received the situation at Tabreez was quiet. His Excellency said that 
ho had only just returned to St. Petersburgh, and had not had time to look through the 
papers or t > consult with M. Tchurykoff and M. Klemm. lie said that ho could not 
give me an answer at once. 

He then read to me a telegram which had been communicated to him by tho 
Turkish Ambassador announcing the fact that the above-named two Khuns lmd taken 
hast at the Ottoman consulate-general, and stating that they hoped the Russian 
Government would make no difficulty if it were considered desirable to convey them 


safely out of the country. I told his Excellency that Turkhan Pasha had also made 
me acquainted with the telegram from Ilifaat Pasha, but at the time I had had no 
information on the subject. . 

I will return to the matter with M. Isvolsky when I receive further information in 
respect to the telegram from the Russian consul and when his Excellency has had time 
to acquaint himself with the recent events at Tabreez. I propose to continue tn urge 
unremittingly the reduction of the Russian troops, as it is evident that such reduction will 
have a pacifying effect, and will remove in great measure the misgivings of the Nationalists. 

I have, &c. 

A. N1COLSON. 


[21285J *o. 616. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.°—(Received June 7.) 


(No. 2. Commercial. Confidential.) 

Bushirc, May 12, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you a report prepared by Mr. vice-consul Chick, 
in touch with me, on the progress of German shipping and trade in the Persian Gulf 
for the second year of the Hamburg-Amerika Linens operations, namely, the period 
September 1907 to October 1908. 

The first year was dealt with in the previous report forwarded with my despatch 
No. 7, Commercial, dated 27th November, 1907. 

The material collected for examination has been on the stocks since February last, 
and 1 regret that we have not been able to submit the complete report before ; but it 
will be realised that the compilation lias involved an immense deal of lalxnir and applica¬ 
tion, the leisure for which Mr. Chick has only been able to snatch at odd periods of 
respite from the constant interruptions of local routine cases, which ordinarily fill up his 
working day. Fur the last six weeks moreover the petty urgencies of the political 
situation here have absorl)ed the time of myself and stall almost entirely. 

Although the Hamburg-Amerika line have paid no dividends for the past year ; 
although it may he the case that their position is still weak, and those concerned in the 
enterprise undecided as to whether the game is worth the candle; although, too, the 
commercial credit of Messrs. Wonckhaus seems to lie depreciated in the view of our own 
merchants, and they are carrying on business on lines which our nationals cannot 
imitate! In spite of all these considerations, the statistics of this second year of the 
German cumpaign, seems to me to indicate tlmt they have no cause to be disappointed 
with their progress, rather that we are afforded material for urgent reflection and action. 

Thus, it will be seen from the information now furnished, that notwithstanding the 
fact that the period under report has been one of universal depression in shipping 
circles, the amount of outward cargo carried by the Hamburg-Amerika vessels lias been 
very nearly double what it was for the first twelve months, while their homeward freights 
remain almost at the same figure. 

Our own companies meanwhile have had a very Rid year. Messrs. Strick, I 
believe, complain that on tlieir Gulf service they can only just make ends meet, and 
Messrs. Bucfcnnll have been in difficulties, and m any cast* will lie running on very 
modest lines. Our merchants on shore, while disinclined to admit on principle that they 
are not holding their own, complain, as above stated, that the German firm is working 
on lines on which they cannot compete unassisted. 

1 can well understand the hesitation of His Majesty's Government to embark on a 
system of subsidies properly so-called, the applicat ion of which among other urgencies of 
Imperial commercial policy it may lie difficult to limit to the Persian Gulf. But I must 
admit tlmt if we intend to maintain our predominant interests and position in this 
region, the adoption of a definitely constructive policy l>oth in commerce and politics 
seems forced upon us, and how any policy is to lx? fully effective at present, which 
does not include some form of State aid to our trade 1 find it difficult to conceive. 

1 think it will l>e conceded that our nationals have so far been most patient and 
most persevering under great stress Indeed, we know that more than one of the chief 
Manchester firms interested have of late been placed in great practical difficulties owing 
to the large amount of capital represented by goods and outstandings absolutely tied up 
in Persia owing to the continuance of the chaotic order of things which has now endured 
for three years. 

Unless we come to their aid, enable them to cope on more equal terms with 
• Copy sent to Hoard of Trade for observations, June 14, 1909. 
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German enterprise, and take steps to provide security for their goods on the mam 
trade routes, we surely cannot expect them to persevere much longer in the unequal 
and unprofitable struggle in which they have for so long been involved. 

As Mr. George Lloyd has represented, it need not be a question of providing 
State subsidies for long or indefinite periods, but rather for limited periods on specific 

conditions for the accomplishment of a specific purpose. 

F venture to urge that the reality of the menace which the prospect of permanent 
competition, commercial and political, by Germany in the Gull signifies, and the vital 
importance to us of killing it in its infancy if it be possible, cannot tie gainsaid, and m 
forwarding the present report I beg to express the earnest hope that the suggestions 
already made by Mr. Lloyd in the directions of State aid, now reiterated here, will be 
taken into lively consideration. 

I bnve, &c. 

P Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gull, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Furs, Stc. 


Inclosure in No. 616. 

llenorl on German Shippiny and Trade in the Persian Gulf Region for the period from 
September 1907 to October ) 908. 

( 0 ' tHK following report (leuls with the cargoes imported to and exported Iroiti all 
ports of the Persian Gulf by the steamers of the Hamburg-Amerika line and the 
business thereby put into the bands of Messrs. Wonckbaus and Co. during the second 
year of steamer sailings, which roughly embraces the period September 1007 to the 
end of October 1908. In this neiioil twelve steamers of the German line and one 
steamer chartered by them visited the Gull ports. _ 

The report is for convenience divided into two parts, consisting of:— 

Pari 1.—General observations applying to German operations as a whole. 

Part ti.—Analysation of and remarks upon German trade to nml from cachof the Gulf 
ports seriatim, together with information regarding various samples of goods forwarded. 

Part 1. 


Imports to Gulf. 


Thu total number of packages carried by thirteen German steamers in the year 
under review, to all Gulf ports except Bussorah, was ns compared with the first year of 
sailings (twelve ships) 1MW . 190; „ 8 . 


Muscat 

Bunder Abba* 
Mngah 
liiihreia 
Bushiru 

Mohommcrah.. 
Ahwaz 


6,227 

0/538 

5,247 

17,685 

26,664 

19,514 

10.098 

27,994 

10,808 

26.013 

10,026 

21,311 


813 

69,070 

125,863 


Of this total of 125,863 packages the following cargo was, according to ships’ 
manifests, either tlt| own property of Wonckhnus ami Co. or consigned to them for their 
clients, viz:— 


Wonckhous and Co.'s Share of Imports. 
Imported to Bushlre— 

KoroMMm (Flume) .. .. 

Sugar (Hamburg) 


.. (Antwerp) 

Candle* „ 

Boer (Hamburg) 

Window gloss (Antwerp) 

„ (Hamburg) 
Oils (Hamburg) 

Colour* (Hamburg) 
Various 


15.000 canes. 

800 „ 

4U0 Ug*. 

.*100 eases. 
1,100 „ 

Ml „ 

400 „ 

50 „ 

07 packages. 
54 „ 

201 „ 


Total 


18,510 
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To Bahrein— 

Coffee (Hamburg) 
Sugar ., 


Keroseno (Piume) 

Vemvcelli (Marseilles)., 

Enrthenwaio.. 

Ironware 

Perfumery 

Cottons, woollens 

Sundries 


4,055 bags. 

2,100 „ 

1,260 cases. 
15,000 „ 

500 
230 „ 

200 „ 

62 ,, 

87 bales. 

234 packages. 


Total 


23,728 


To Lingah— 

Kerosene (Fitirno) .. .. 

Macaroni 

Coffoo (Hamburg) 

Sugar „ (a very largo portion 
in ail) .. 


Cottons 


of, say, 6,000 packages 


7,050 cases. 
3,085 „ 

660 bugs. 

6,655 „ 

199 bales. 


Total (some) 

To Mohammerah— 

Kerosene (Fiurno) .. 

To Bunder Abbas— 

Keroseno (Fiurne) 

Total 


17,619 


7,500 cuses. 
1,000 
68,396 


Exports from Gulf. 


Exports by Hamburg-Amerikn steamers in 1907-1908, as compared with I90G-1907, 
comprised :— 


Exports. 

1906-7. 

1907-8. 

Muscat .. 

Packages .. 

1,236 

813 

Liugali .. 


6,031 

9,172 


ii 

25.431 

38,728 



8,496 

1.272 

.Mohammprah .. .. 

Tons 

8,192 

3,788 

963 

8,829 

Total .. ( 

Packages .. 

49,386 

53,918 

Tons 

3,788 

3,329 

Abu Musa (red oxide) 

Tons 

.. 

1/500 


IVonckliaus anil Co.’s Slime of Exports .—Of tho 1907-1908 figures, 1,800 toiiB of 
red oxide, the 9,172 packages from Lingah, most of the 28,7(10 packages shells from 
Bahrein, 3,329 tons of grain from Mohammerah, and not lt>6s than 1,304 packages from 
Bushire represent business dono by Wonckbaus and Co. 

Interdependence of interest* of Hambutg-Amerika Line and iVonckhaus and Co .— In 
commenting on the past year’s operations it is difficult to separate tho interests of 
Messrs. Wonckbaus and Co. from those of tho steamer line. They are clearly inter¬ 
dependent. That is to say, a scrutiny of their joint operations for the period under 
review shows that, on the one hand, the Hamburg-Amerikn line would have had little 
import cargo, and practically no export cargo from Persian ports, hurl it not been for 
Messrs. Wonckbaus ami Co.’s shipments ; and, on the other hand, Messrs. Wonckbaus 
could not have maintained their new establishment except at a loss had it not been for 
the assistance derived from their agency to the Hntnburg-Ainerika line. 

Reasons fur this Presumption —It will he remembered that, previous to the advent 
of the German line, Wonckbaus and Co. confined their business to Lingah and Bahrein. 
Their subsequent establishment of branches in the other ports oilers u strong preaiunpt ion 
therefore that t he firm were given financial inducements by the steamer line to do so ; 
for the small amount of trade thou in their hands did not otherwise justify the drafting 
out of another half-dozen German assistants to tho firm. 

As to financial inducements in the shape of lower freight rates than those granted 
[1619] 4 P 
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to other traders, we hear on good authority that shipments of pearl shells by 
Wonckhaus and Co. from Bahrein are charged Is. per ton less than those of Gray, Paul, 
and Co. 

The monetary assistance given to the Ilamburg-Amerika line by the venture, 
whether by German capitalists or by the German Government directly, would seem to 
extend even to a subsidised interest in the lirin of Wonckhaus and Co. itself, though of 
this we have not yet been able to obtain a direct proof. A German member of the firm 
of Heinicke ruid Co., of Shiraz, stated only the other day in Bushire that Wonckhaus 
and Co. were subsidised. 

Conduct of these businesses in 1907-8.—The trade operations of the German firm at 
Lingah, Bahrein, and Bushire are reported, by those best able to judge, to lie of so 
reckless a nature that no British firm, relying on its own capital, could sustain the losses 
which Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. incur over the extravagant Commission offered on the 
purchase of shells, the credits given and the general nature of their terms at Lingah, 
and had bargains made, e.y. t in their import of kerosene. 

On the other hand, neither the efforts of the steamer line nor the trading company 
seem to have met with the early success which was expected in Germany. The last 
two years have been very lean for trade all over Persia—and to some extent 
Mesopotamia—and the year 1908 lias seen great scarcity of money and such a poor 
harvest that the export of grain from Bussorah practically ceased for several months, 
the German steam-ship “ Savoia ” having to go down in water ballast to Bombay to find 
export cargo there. On the Arab coast also the great slump in the price of pearls in 
the world’s market had a most deleterious effect on commerce. We learn, moreover, 
that Mr. Wonckhaus has quarrelled with his principal in Hamburg, Traun, Stureken, 
and Co. over the conduct of the business in the Persian Gulf, and he has for tho last 
two years lx;en alwent in Germany, where he is reported to be engaged in enlisting 
further financial support. 

Unprofitable Results up till Present.— One cannot but conjecture that at present 
opinion in Germany is undecided as to whether the game is worth the candle, in view 
of tho enormous expenses which would devolve upon the shipping line before it would 
pay its way, and the need of a substantial suosidy from die German Government 
meanwhile. 

But Depressing lnjluencc on British Lines .—On the other hand there is no doubt 
that the competition of the German line has considerably affected the British shipping 
companies. Hates have lieen cut to a fine margin. Cargo, e.g., sugar, which was 
formerly carried in British, is now carried in German bottoms, and the subsidy granted 
to the (rerinau Steamers is enabling them to monopolise direct trade from Europe to 
Bahrein and Lingah, which has lieen off tho usual run of the British lines on account of 
the heavy expenses involved by the deviation. 

As Illustrated by Freights .—The position in the Gulf has changed considerably for 
the worse since the report made in November 1907, for the intentions of German policy 
have become more apparent, and tho benefit of lower rates of freight seems only 
temporary, i.e., until trie competition in rates between the British and German com¬ 
panies finishes. For the last year export rates from the Gulf direct to Europe have 
been below what they should be. 

Per ton of 40 cubic foot. 
d. <1. f. <4 

1002 . . .. 20 0 14 0 

1001 .. .. .. .. .. .. 27 0 80 0 

1003 .. .. .. . 80 0 

19011-7 .. .. .. .. 30 0 25 o 20 0 

1007- 8 .. .. .. . .. 20 0 15 0 

1008- 0 .. .. .. .. .. 15 0 12 0 

And Coercive Tactics of Ilamburg-Amerika Line. —The first intimation of the 
pressure brought by Herr Ballin, of the llamhurg-Amerika line on the Anglo-Algerian 
and other British companies, was received by the shipping agents in Bushire early in 
July, and it was then understood that the Hritish ugoncies were not to l>ook freights to 
Hamburg, nor tho German agency to London. Freights for Suez Canal and other ports 
remained open to a “ friendly competition." This arrangement however has not been 
strictly adhered to by the German line, who have frequently hooked cargo from Bushire 
to London, nor as regards Canal jx>rts. But it soon became clear that the agreement 
concerned more especially outward freights from Hamburg and Antwerp to the Gulf 
ports, which were to he left to the German steamers. Since early in 1908 no British 
steamer appeal's to have brought cargo direct from Antwerp to Bushire. 
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lo tC"e cf- oT&fW into the hands of the German line and the 

bo no means of preventing preferential rates being gw?n Nm th Sea norts 

g z± sprays tiT i« ; q r .i 

Mesopotamia, will eventually be captured altogether by German musts a 
^Present need of His Majesty's Government's Support-Aft far as one can gauge the 

but wiUM-ollow the line ol least resistance, and come to terms with the powerful 

Gcr x£«v at Present Jnnoture.-lt is understood here that now negations will 
ahor.lv he opened by the Ilamburg-Amerika line, iu order, to f fl™ 

British lines still more favourable to German interns s, and the att tude of t)l lint 
companies in this respect is clearly a matter ot great moment to Butish trade. 

It is further understood that the agreement existing amongst B f ' 
companies which have hitherto formed the combine, is just expuing, aud taeij thing 
n3 o ’tlm Anglo-Algerian Steamship Company being left to bear the brunt of 
German competition. It is submitted that every ctfort ought to he made to support it 
against the policy of its powerful German rival. , ., , .. t i,„ 

° There is no doubt that it is of great importance that we should make use> ot 
present epoch, when the German company and firm are apparently in an artilic . ■ 

SZIul*position, to concentrate every possible resource m the endeavour to drive them 

0ff “supporl might be gicen —As far as we can judge here, this end might be 
assisted in three ways— 

(A.) By Subsidies. 

For nil Ports to be visited. —A financial incentive seems the only method of insuring 
that tile Anglo-Algerian Company (or other steamers running m agreement with 
company) should visit regularly and frequently all Gulf ports, Bahrein, liunder A na , 
and Lingah included, should call at Antwerp (and Hamburg), and should he eapablo of 
maintaining a rato war for a tuno. . . . j • 

The amount of financial assistance necessary for this can only be estimated in 
London, hut it might Ik. useful to note, in reckoning the extra consumption ot coal, 
that the mileage from Muscat, via Bunder Abbas, to Lingah, Bahrein, and Bushire, is 
about 778 miles, as against 582 miles from Muscat to Bushire direct; an extra lorn days 

would have to be reckoned for. . , . - 

Export of Shells. —Tho second item needing a financial stimulus is the export of 
pearland oyster shells from Bahrein and Ungnh in Butish ships. It was urged in 
llaior Cox's despatch No. 205 of the 19th January, 1908, that the British India Steam 
Navigation Company should be induced by the Government ot India to grunt a rate ot 
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freight for through transhipment to London and Hamburg, which would enable the 
British farm shipping to take a larger share of the trade than the half, to which thev 
are limited by the Is. preference rates accorded bv the German line to theirown audits 
in addition to lower freight rates. The market for shells has only been transferred of 
recent years from London to Hamburg, and a preferential treatment accorded bv a 
intidi shipping pumpanj to shells shipped to England might ixjssibly conduce to these 
being put on the foreign markets at cheaper rates than now. 

Import of Suijar. —A third matter of great concern, in which purely commercial 
5ures do not seem to alto,rott.es ...oot t!„. *i.ii..:_.. • 


, - v si gieau concern, in which purely commercial 

measures do not seem to altogether meet the situation, is the annually increasing imisirt 
ot German Austrian, and Belgian sugars, as against the Mauritius and Marseilles su'-ar 
wlnchuntilrecently formed the bulk of the trade. The following figures are the latest 


Imported to— 


Lingnli 
Moimnmeiah 
Muscat .. 


Cut#. 

DM,033 

37,255 


39,504 
24,951 
f 8,137 
< (average* about 
L 18,000 cwr.) 


r n .2 ut , ot 1,10 fl3 > 033 " vts : of loaf sugar imported to Bushire in 1907-8 only 
3J.038 cwts. were ol I'rench origin- a large falling.offfrom the 41,097 and 109,753 cwts, 
" .''j 11 '.* 0 ® ‘“I® 0 . 0 m "l. 1906-7, whilst 51,600 cwts. were reckoned to he sugar 

exported Irom u Belgian relmery, and the balance was Hungarian sugar. The imports 
to Blinder Ahlms, Bahrein mid Lineal, are altogether composed of Belgian and l hin- 
J 1,nl . lar, y- l ' le '"fport of crystal sugar to the Gulfia almost entirely 
ton tilled to Austrian K.A.U. crystals, winch are exported from a dcpOt in 
Hamburg, with the exception of a brand S.l*., which has been introduce?! from 
.cmi.iin h\ Wonckhuiis and Lo. It will bo remembered that the German consul at 
Bagdad, in liis report lor 1906, alluded lo the «brisk trade in Belgian sugar from 
Antwerp which had been opened with the Gulf ports.” There seem to lx, signs that the 
Gernmii steamer hue is endeavouring to obtain the hulk of the carrying trade for 
continental .sugar (except 1’renoh), and should the rumour that the Austrian Lloyd 

.. -t 

" ,i y 1,1 K «'nd loud shipments ol their article to various Gulf ports, in May 1908 
a Lump,-an named Guays did present himself at Bushire on Mmll'ol' Messrs. Tate and 
I'lunvd at the eons,ilule-geiieni whether a monopoly could he granted for the import 
el then sugar to Koweit. This was hardly ,1 femsihlu project, and ihe She kl of 
Koweit refused to entertain it. Even if g,anted it would not appear toVlikely to 
m.sist the introduction of British sugar into the Persian ports where we want to sw it 
‘Ils .1 lutes representative strangely enough confined his inquiries to Bunder \hhas 

^trlmS I d‘sr; tl '7“ t j ,, " , “ al -, a l'l—likely, furtiier'rJ.TsidTr 

uimiiuisomulorm ol btuto interference would not bo possible. 

a nn/ into Hands of German Line. —Meantime, there is a large amount of 
wldohM'*l l l .brought out h> the Gulf in German steamers by British firms, 

« t.i lot so bo brought it tho British lines could be induced to call regularly both 

V , r U ! , !!n l, . Ul In in bu rg and also at the smaller Gulf ports ; 5,041) baira at Moham- 
suVV’iM • ] a /« U i f" u CttHC ? at legs of Holt and 1,307 bags of loaf 

at R h, li 'L - f S I 00 u \ Uu,,drr Abbas, 3,797 bags and 1?460 cases 

„ 11,1 i if F” 1 c 0’ 8t .“l augur and 27,841 cases and bags of l„„f sugar ot 

Bussorali and Bagdad, representing a total of 69,200 packages, were brought by German 


2D7 


steamers in the year under report, and of this the greater part are consignments brought 
out by the several British firms, which would have come in British bottoms bad there 
been British steamers to bring them. 

Crystal Sugar from Mauritius .—As regards crystal sugar, an article of larger 
consumption amongst the Arab than the Persian inhabitants of the Gulf, Government 
has already been informed of the attempt made from Bushire to assist the import of 
Mauritius sugar all round the Gulf. The Mauritius Government has lieen approached 
twice, but so far only one firm in Mauritius has been moved to make a trial, the credit 
system of business in Persia being rather incomprehensible to Mauritius exporters. 

Altogether 150 bags have been consigned to Bushire. 100 to Dubai, 50 to Koweit, 
50 to Lingjih, and 50 to Bahrein. I am informed that orders for 700 more have now 
been secured at Bahrein and 150 at Koweit. Mauritius sugar is handicapped in the 
Gulf market, even given its prices are no higher than those of continental production ; 
popular taste demands a whiter, larger crystal like “ E.A.It.” The only way of assisting 
it to recapture a fair share of the trade seems to point to cheaper freights from 
Mauritius direct or vi5 Bombay. In March 1908 the freight by British India Steam 
Navigation Company steamer direct was 1 rs. 4 a. (=20c/.) per 75 kilog.—exorbitantly 
high. The desirability of encouraging the export of this sugar to the Gulf by tempting 
rates of freight is perhaps worthy of suggestion to the British India Steam Navigation 
Company ; a rate of 8 or 10 annas per 75 kilog should lie aimed at. 

Bombay is a central depot for the import of Mauritius sugar, and we have also tried 
to induce a British Indian firm in Bombay to try this sugar in Bushire, but without 
result as yet. 

A further measure likely to make it more convenient to merchants to import 
Mauritius sugar is a reduction of the telegraph rate to and from Mauritius to the Gulf. 
This at the present time is 3 r. 11 a. per word, a prohibitive price for merchants 
telegraphing small orders. As there were no telegrams sent from Bushire to Mauritius 
in 1900 and 1907, and only two in 1903, a reduction should not prove difficult or 
unreasonable. 

(B.) liy British Firms not Shipping in German Vessels. 


It has been shown that out of the total imports to all Gulf ports, except Bussorah, 
viz., 125,803 packages, some 08,390 were either the own property of •Wonekhaus and 
Co., or consigned to them for their clients. 

Messrs. Ziegler’s Shipments in German Ships .—At Bushire the British firm, Ziegler 
and Co., of Manchester, imported— 


Russian crystal sugar by Gcrmau boat 
Dutch cottons— 

From .Antwerp ,. 

From Marseilles 


Glassware— 

From Antwerp .. 
From Hamburg .. 
Matches 


•1,700 bugs. 

283 bales. 
24 bate#. 

28 cases. 
1C canes. 
65 cases. 


Total packages 


5,181 


And others. —Messrs. Gray, Dawes, and Co., of London, have purchased 30 crates 
and cases of glassware in Germany for a client in Bushire, and brought them out in 
German steamers, and they have imported to Bahrein by German steamers 


Crystal sugar (Hamburg) 
Matches (Austria, Sweden) 
Vermicelli (Marseilles).. 
Lumpwure (Hamburg) .. 
Sundries (Hamburg) 


2,196 bugs. 
250 cases. 
125 .. 

21 „ 
235 „ 


Total lockages 


I further observe 23 cases cotton-silk velvet, imported to Bushire by Haji A1 
Akbar and Sons (Limited), of Manchester, from Hamburg, anti 11 cases plush. Total— 
40 packages. 

At Bunder Abbas the consignees of the 14,308 bundles of iron and steel bars, «fec., 
are, bo His Majesty's consul states, exclusively Hindu firms from India, who imported 
them through firms in Karachi, e.g., Forbes, Forbes, and Co., and through Gray, Paul, 
and Co., at Bushire (Gray, Dawes, and Co., I^ondon). 

Thus a few British firms are responsible for giving 22,408 packages of freight to 
[1019] 4 G 
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these German steamers, nearly all of foreign manufacture and origin. In the conviction 
that the presence of the German line and company in the Gulf, it continued, is likely to 
damage the trade hitherto done by British firms, might it not be advisable to approach 
privately the. firms mentioned, and suggest their endeavouring to arrange their ship¬ 
ments by British vessels only, during a trial year or two? Were the'British cargo 
taken away next year, and arrangements made for the calling of British ships at the 
smaller ports, the Hamburg-Amerika line would find their import cargoes heavily 


(C.) By encouraging British Goods to compete with German Goods of the same class 
on the market. 

Il»o third means of discouragement of the joint German enterprise, is to try to 
obtain, through the Board of Trade, British articles of manufacture to oust continental 
goods now in demand in Persia, which afford cargo to the German vessels. To enable 
the Board of Trade to get the best possible idea of these, samples are being forwarded ■ 
out these are several lines calling for special attention. .Sugar has lieen mentioned. ’ 

As illustrated hg Kerosene.— As will he seen from the statistics, Messrs Wonckhnus 
and Co. have imported from Hume 35,550 cases to the Gulf ports last year, and G 1,570 
to Bussoroh. The trade-mark of this Hungarian oil is two stars. Each case contains 
two tins obftbout G5 11). weight each. The oil is believed to have been imported on a 
contract price for one* year. His Majesty's consul at Fiume writes that the rate of freight 
to the Gulf is is. to i*. *>(/. per cose, subject to special relates, and the approximate price 
per case is 3.*. Cxi. to 3*. Dr/. At present, local prices in the Gulf are about 14 krans 
equal, at present rate of exchange, about 5s. This would not leave much profit to the 
importers, so that it is most prouihle that they have a substantial rebate. 

The only other sources of importation of kerosene are the United States and Russia 
(via Odessa and Suez). The import of Russian oil has fallen off considerably of late 
r unj * At Bushire, 8,000 cases in 1901, 18,000 cases in 11)05, nil in IDO , 2,000 cases 
in 1007. I he brand (“ Anchor”) is, however, preferred by local Persians to any other for 
its quality. I he American oil (“ Monkey” brand) has gained a bid name in Bushire on 
account of the smoky light it atlbrds. It is imported every year or so direct from New 
York by chartered steamer. In 1006, 158,850 cases were imported—20,100 to Muscat 
30,250 to nahrein, 3:>,500 to Bush ire, 73,000 to Mohammerah and Bnssorah. Prices of 
this oil have bam forced down by German competition in 1D0D to !3 krans per case, but 
its inferiority to the German prevents it from keeping the latter out of the market, as 
it should, l ht- agents oi the American brand are Gray, Paul, and (.<>., and it was honed 
that they would have made letter use of their agency for the Standard Oil Trust to 
drive he Hungarian oil out of the market. Should the Ahwaz oil scheme prove 
profitable, there is little probability of foreign oil competing locally, but, meantime, Gray 
I mil, and t o. might use their agency as a handle with which to heat the German 
importers. Apparently the Burma Oil Company cannot compete, owing to some under¬ 
standing arrived at with the Standard Oil Trust. 


Import of Indiyo. 

1 lu* import to the three porta, Bushire, Bunder Abbas, Mohammerah, declined 
“l,' 1 ' '» 1'.101,-, t„ 162 cases, despite the activity in Shiraz of Get man agents 

. “ Iu .. t " manufactories importing. Ibis result may be iittribffted partly to the bad 
state id trade generally and partly to the conservatism of the native population but 
then! is no doubt tbit the Indian natural article is seriously threatened. In 1908 
reference was made lion; Bushire to the Government of India, with a view to ascertain 
if the sylithclio dye ..t the •• Budtscho Anilin Fabrik " ought m.t to he construed as 
coming within tin; prohibition „l the Persian Uuiffngninst imports containing aniline in 
imy hum. As aniline does not necessarily occur in iho synthesis of indigo, the Govam- 
proMhiti i la ' * ° U 01 , iat " l'“ >lest oouh! not Iw maintained on the ground of tho 

In consequence, it only remains to attempt to keep good quality dyes on tho 
market by introducing them to imuortore in Persia, and the Commercial Intelligence 
Department m India are luting asked to endeavour to stimulate merchants in Madras to 
put thcinselvos m touch with the Slum/, and Ispahan consulates. A member of the 
brill of Kasai mid hnrkis, in Isplian, who passed through Bushire in 1908, made a 
specific complaint of the luck ol good quality Indian dyes there, whereas he had made a 
successful trial with the German indigo. 
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Bushire customs returns show :— 


| March 190G-7. 

March 1907-8. 

1908-9 

(nine months). 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

India .. .. • • 1,444 

2,1 GO 

GOO 

Gcnnnny .. .. • •, 

264 

117 


Export of Tobacco ( Tombaku). 

Attention is drawn to the export of tobacco from Bushire, now practically, a 
monopoly in the bands of the “ Soci«5t»5 de Tombac ” of Constantinople. In the Persian 
fiscal year 1907-8 this amounted to 19,506 bags, or 336,018 batmans—nearly 
20,000 cwt. Ill addition to the Turkish monopoly the Egyptian monopoly export 
from Persia amounted in the same period to 2,240 bags = 2,108 cwts. 

Tho annual carriage of 1,100 tons freight is a matter of some interest to shipping 
companies. The agency of the “sociCtd” at Bushire 1ms been for some years past 
with the Russian steam-ship company’s agency, wdio retain the tobacco as far as possible 
for their vessels. At ono period in 1908 it seemed as if the steam-ship service and 
agency would both be withdrawn altogether, but apparently the Russian Government 
subsidy has been again voted. In any case, a considerable amount of the tobacco lias 
to be given by the Russian agents as freight to other lines, by reason of the pauoity of 
their own sail in os. The British combine lias thus benefited largely from the friendly 
terms on which it has stood with the Russian steamer agents. 

But tho German agent at Bushin, has already attempted in 1908 to obtain tho 
tobacco for his ships. Herr Heinicke hns this year been named agent at Shiraz for the 
“ SocietiS ” vice a British subject, and similarly at ,Mohammerah the agency has been lately 
transferred from Lynch Brothers to Ter Meulen, Gratama, and Co., a Dutch firm, who 
are shippers in German lxiats In June last the BtiRhire agents of the Aijglo-Algenan 
Rue wrote to the director of the “ SocidtiS de Tombac ” at Constantinople asking for 
preference shipment by bis stoamers. Tho reply was a non-committal one. 


Desiderata put forward in 190G-7 lieport. 

Of the various points brought forward mid recommendations made in 1907 only 
No. 2 baa been actively taken up as yet, viz., the lighterage from British steamers in 
British owned lighters. 

Lighterage Company at Bushire. 

Some progress has been made at Bushire towards the establishment of a lighterage 
company. The British India Company's agents received instructions ut the end of 1908 
to have six sailing lighters built, and in February 1909 orders to undertake the lighter¬ 
age of their own steamers at a rate of 2 r. 8 a. —3». id. per ton, tho other British 
shipping companies having apparently not yet joined them in tlm venture. The measure 
has created a little resentment amongst lightermen and merchants owing to tho high 
rate charged and suddenness of tuo step, but this will die down. The sooner the 
Anglo-Algerinn mid Bumliay-l’ersian companies decide to join tho movement, the easier 
will the position become, and it is again urged that a small steiun-tug lighter will make 
all tho difference, both for speed oil the many windless days of the year, and for proving 
to the natives the superiority of the new scheme. 

Other Brunches of German Activity. 

Apart from the subjects discussed above, there were several other features of 
German interest in these regions during the year under review. 


Commercial Mission of Herr Kurt Jung. 

This official was dispatched in the capacity of commercial delegate of the German 
Empire to make an exhaustive study of trade conditious in Southern and Eastern 









Persia with the object of putting German commerce in direct relations with various 
Persian centres. He visited Yowl, Kerman, Bunder Abbas, Bahrein, Bushire, and 
Shiraz in succession. 

At Bushire he inspected the bazaars, obtained statistics from the customs, and 
interviewed the principal merchants; to one of them he announced his intention of 
seeing that on his return to Germany more inducement was offered to direct trade 
between Persian and German merchants by better credits being offered in Germany. 

While in Shiraz he manifested to Mr. Grahnme particular interest in the 
consumption of sugar in the Shiraz district. In expressing his concurrence with the 
m-dmistic views of the commercial outlook held by the German merchant in Shiraz, 
le regretted “ that he should yet be called upon to write in an optimistic vein.” 

The Export of Red Oxide from Island o f Abu Musa, 

The German Government were successful in obtaining for Messrs. Wonckhaus 
and Co. the acquiescence of His Majesty's Government on behalf of the Sheikh of 
Shargah to their removing the oxide accumulated previous to suspension of the 
disputed lease by the Sheikh of Shargah, and the steam-ship “Louise” took away 
some 1,800 tons in 1908. * 

The knowledge that German inlluence was also at work at Tehran with a view 
to securing rights in connection with the more valuable deposits on the island of Hormuz 
goes to prove that, apart from any political and strategic designs, the German element 
is bent on securing a portion, or the whole, of the red oxide trade in order to 
provide a further stand-by for the business of both Wonckhaus and the Hamburg- 
Amerika line. 

The Question of the supply of the demand for red oxide seems likely to be 
complicated by the fact that many islands in the Gulf besides the two above mentioned 
contain deposits of the mineral, though of varying quality. 

German Agent at Bushire Norwegian I'ice-Consul. 

The appointment of the German agent of Wonckhaus and Co. at Bushire as 
Norwegian vice-consul lias no bond fide justification, for Norway has no iuqiorts or 
exports to and from Southern Persin. It is understood that there has been a similar 
German appointment at Tehran. At Bushire the measure would appear to be solely 
designed as a means of putting a German firm in a more advantageous position than 
English firms, while strengthening the hand of the German vice-consulate. 

II. G. C. 


PAUT II. 

Imports into Bushire (September 21, 1907, to October 2, 1908). 


Civrp>. 


Hamburg— 

Mutches .. .. 

Cottbn gttods 
Woollen g»K>di* 

Vtdvcl and plushes 
Loaf sugar .. 

Crystal suirnr 
Liquors; Wlusky, &c. 

Hour .. .. 

Cocoa 

Onigs 

(lluswaro .. 

Iron and brassware 
Laiupwarc .. .. 

Carried forward 
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Cargo. 


1906-7. 

1907-8. 

Invoice or 
Approximate 
Value. 

Brought forward .. 


3,651 

7,487 

£ 

16,718 

Hamburg ( continued )— 

Coses 

25 

21 

168 

Sewing machines 

Stationery .. 




869 






Packages .. 

60 

130 


Miscellaneous 

113 

106 


Personal 

i, 

118 



Earthenware and porcelain 

Cases 


75 



„ 




Indigo .. .. .. v 

„ 


27 

30 

Furniture 



Oils: Linseed,castor, turpentine 

i. 




Total .. 


4,148 

8,198 

19,147 

Antwerp— 

Cases 

358 

12 

763 



171 


650 

Loaf sugar .. 

liags 

1,600 

650 





Liquors: Whisky, wine 

Cases 

106 

800 

i,ioo 

*540 


■„ 

1,700 

520 

139 

Glassware .. 

„ 

239 

46 






‘bo 


Bales 


42 

Cloth, woollen bale 


13 


Total . 


5,688 

2,716 

6,484 

Marseilles— 


220 

99 


Packages .. 







3,818 

Kerosene .. .. 

Coses 

752 

15,000 



(540,(RIO kdog.) 


B l’SHI RE. 


Exports (13 ships). 


Cargo. 


Opium (for London) 

Gum, Trugacanth (Hamburg, London, and 
Antwerp) .. .. 

Gum, insoluble . 

Tobacco (Red Sea and Mediterranean ports) 
Carpets (Now York and Red Sea).. 
Poppyseed (Hamburg) .. 

Linseed (Hamburg) 

Cuiumin seed (Hamburg) 

Raisins (New York) 

Rosewater (Rod .Sea ports) 

Harley (Hamburg) 

Wheat (Hamburg) 

Wool, raw (London) 

Skins (Loudon).. 

Cotton, raw 

Shells (Hamburg) .. 

Dates.. 

Almond* .. •• • 

Miscellaneous .. 


Chests 

Cases 

Bags 

Hales 

Bags 


Cases 

Bags 

Bales 


Baskets 

Bag’s 

Packages 


Total packages 


[KM'J] 


1906-7. 

1907-8. 

Approximate 
Local Value. 

103 

199 

£ 

14,472 

557 

1,016 

5,642 

2,391 
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oil 

1,224 

92 

39 

1,418 

1,798 

164 

110 

400 

171 

96 

54 

41 

38 

1,649 

705 

1,923 

174 



168 

* * 64 


520 

208 

’ 46 

102 

2,782 

1 

5 

109 

80 




320 

*124 

626 



400 



6 

1 


8,496 

4,272 

28,110 


4 II 
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Imports. 

[N.B.—Exchange cannot be exactly stated, varying as it does from 53 to 58 krans ;' 
per 11. At present about 55 per 1/.] 

In considering the increased import cargo—26,013 packages as against 10,808 
packages in 1 DOG—7-—-it will be noticed that 15,000 cases of these contained Kerosene from 
Fiuine, an item which may or may not reappear in subsequent years, jus depends on the 
measures taken by other importers of oil. Similarly 5,100 bags of sugar from Hamburg 
are accounted for by an unwonted opportunity of placing Russian crystals on the 
Bushire market which is not likely to recur often. 

The various ports of origin for this cargo, as compared with 1906-7, were:— 



190G-7. 

1907-8. 

— 










*.\i,IVl VI 
















10,808 

33.971 

26,013 

29,399 


Hamburg Cargo. 


Matches .—The following totals are obtained for the various ports :— 


Bunder Alihan 
Moimnimernli 
B.ilin-iii.. 
Huahiro.. 


Total 


1906-7. 1907-8. 

.. Cases.. 2,270 17 

.. 10 160 

. 355 239 

. 1.720 885 

.. 4,355 1,251 


Hamburg is at present the port for transhipmeut of the Swedish matches in vogue 
in Southern Persia. 

Sample No. 1.—Vulcan Tnndstickor, “Globe” brand, a sulphur match made at 
Tidaholm in Sweden, and preferred by the peasantry to any safety matches on account 
of the easy ignition. Local price in Bushire : lOtiA krans per case of fifty gross of about 
seventy-five matches, each lj inches in length. Invoice price (February 1909) e.i.fi, 
Bushire is 50*. per case. Shippers in Hamburg arc manifested as Vogler and Trummer 
(London House, G, Lloyds 1 Avenue). 

‘Sample No. 2 . - “ Key ” brand, Austrian small safety matches .... Local price 
wholesale in Bushire: 125 krans per case of fifty gross. Latest invoice price available 
was 2/. 10*. 5 it. c.i.f. Bushire. 

We have lately received an enquiry from It. Bell and Co., the London manu¬ 
facturers, ns to the side of their brands (but safety matches and priced at some l.v. 7rf 
per gross, presumably f.o.b. London). Would the Board of Trade ascertain wlmt this 
firms price c.i.f. Bushire would bo for cases of fifty gross sulphur matches after the 
style of the Vulcan samulo, and failing them the prices of other British concerns. 

Cotton Goods. —Only twenty cases were landed in 1907-8. Of these eleven wore 
Manchester goods sent vift Hamburg. Seven boles were German manufactures by 
Komg and Kuhlbrunu; no samples arc securuble. 

iVoollcn Goods. Increase from five to thirty-seven boles. Sixteen bales of woollen 
yarn wore shipments by Times Dhnrwnr and Co. destined for Ispahan; these are 
German manufactures. Invoice value of ten of these boles was 223/. 1G». 0rf Ten 
Indus of y-arii similarly went through to Ispahan, the shippers’ name being Wilhelm 
Lteppe. Hie weight ot the hales is about 28A Bushire mans each - app. 185 lbs. 
English. Duty at Bushire 1 kran per (>.) lbs. 

Sample No. 3.—Berlin wool, “ Swan " brand, 3* 8</. per lb. c.i.f., Bushire, accordion 
to invoice price. 6 

Sample No. 4.—“Zephyr” yarn, pink, 3*. 3J</. per lb., c.i.f*. 

Sample No. 5.—"Zephyr” yarn, white, 3*. per lb., c.i.f*. 
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Various black and white qualities are also imported; prices, 3*. Id., 3*. Hd- 

3 "' 4 KtAr/s and "p/Kes. —-Seventy-six cases of velvets arid plushes were landed from 
Hamburg in 1907-8, as against fifty-eight cases in 1906-7. 

Of tlie seventy-six cases, twenty-seven were plushes and halt-silk plushes shipped 
by Fertsch and Laei.-z, of Hamburg, to Essai and Sarkis, an A rmenian firm in Ispahan. 
They have declined to give samples when requested by His Majesty s consul-general, hut 
a recent sample has lieen since obtained in Bushire *1 he manufacturers are 1. L do Ball 
et Cie. Naohfolger, of Lobberich (Kheinland). lbe colours supplied seem to be green 
and pink chiefly, also a little yellow and blue. The material, according to the invoice, 
is 03A per cent, cotton and 3G.) per cent silk ; or G7 per cent, cotton, 33 per cent, silk , 
or 594 per cent, cotton and 401 per cent. silk. The prices given below are freight free 
to quay in Hamburg. The cases are 91 X 79 X 04 centum Gross weight Iran, . 08 to 
70 kilom ; twelve, thirteen, or fourteen pieces to the case. Net weight about 30 4- to 
33*18 lcilog., plus packing, 39*7*2 to 43*12 kilog. * , , , . 

Sample No. 6.—Green plush; width, 18 inches; length of piece 29 yds it., 
price, 1-21 marks = 1*. 5(1. pot* yard. Material: cotton 034 P er cent *> 8,lk 30 i l )er 

C nt 'fhe invoice value ol* these twenty-seven cases was 14,285 marks = 714/. 5*. Oil. 
Another ten cases imported also boro tho same shipping mark. 

Twenty-three cases velvets and cotton-silk velvets were shipped by Haji All Akbar 
and Sons (Limited), of Manchester, from Hamburg, as also eleven cases plushes. 
Samples of these are at present unobtainable from Ispahan 0 

I,oof Sugar ,—Import by German steamer increased from 720 to 820 cases, of 
which 800 were imfprted by the German agency. The brand is U. 1.0., a speciality 
of Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co., the label herewith attachedt bearing the firm s name 
in Persian. Local price is G3i krans per case cosh, and anotuer quotation 6a krans per 
ba" of thirty-six cones at one month’s credit. 

° Sampt- No. 7.—A cone of U. T. 0. sugar (not sunt). 

■ Crystal Sugar.— Of the 5,100 bags imported in 1907-8,4,700 were Russian crystals, 

^ Sample No. 8.—Invoice price at the date of order was 13*. lid. per cwt. llieie is 
no regular demand for this brand, but price at the time proved 2*. 3d. per cwt. more 
favourable than the Austrian E. A. K. i i • n. r 

The remaining GOO lmgs were partly, if not all, ot the S. 1 . brand, a speciality ol 
■Wonckhaus and Co., and a German sugar. . „ ■ 

Beer .-Attention is called to the sale of German beer in Southern Persia, 
ohieflv for European consumption of course. 

J 19(16-7. 1907-8. 

.Cues .... 12 

. . 20 

. 20 

•• „ .. 00 108 

Total. 00 280 

A certain amount of Gorman beer is also imported front India. The demand in this 
climate is only for beers of the lightest nature, but we should like to see the experiment 
tricil of a li'dit English beer of the nature of Wrexham lager, or even lighter, il the 
Commercial Intelligence Department can state where such a lieer can he obtained 

Sample No. 9 — A specimen bottle of Wonckhaus light coloured l ilsener beer ot 
the Pilsener-Urquell brand. The retail price in Bushire c.i.f. is 23 rupees per case of 

” Simple No. 10.—A specimen bottle of Wonckhaus' dark-coloured Munich beer. 
Retail price Bushire c.i.f. 22 rupees per case of lour dozen (not sent). 

Drugs and Chemicals .—One hundred and seventy-one cases of drugs were imported 
in German steamers in 1907-8 as against 120 cases in 1906-7. Thirty-seven eases, with 
a total value of 22,400 krans, were exported from Hamburg by Koch and Renners and 
forwarded to the “ Pharinacie Militaire ” in Tehran. His Majesty s vice-consul at 
Tehran lias been asked whether this military pharmacy is under German management, 
and if not, it might lie possible to introduce a British firm exporting chemist s goods to 


Bunder Abbas 
Almaz .. 

I .insult 
Bushiro .. 


• See Addenda, p. 306, 


t Nut reproduced. 
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the management of the “ Pbarmacie.”* The other 140 cases were almost all consigned 
to chemists in Tehran, e.g., the German chemist Schwerin, the French Maulion. and the 
Armenian Canuck Dalguidjian. Firms exporting from Hamburg were Koch and 
Keimers, and Blcmbel Gebruder, medicaments particularly mentioned being chlorate of 

J K>tash and vaseline (twenty-five cases). An invoice of the vaseline shipped by 
r. D. Riedel, “ Aktiengesellschaft,” in Berlin for the German chemist in Tehran gives 
three cases “ white ” vaseline, 30 kilog. weight, size 120X36x30 centim. Each case 
holds fourteen tins of 5 kilog. each and costs, with discount, 60*20 marks=SA 0a. 2d. 
Another three cases contained each 130 tinsof half a kilog. each, costing, with discount, 
66*95 marks = 3/. 6*. 9j<A There is a flourishing trade for chemists in Tehran, and 
perhaps British exporters could he given good introductions- there. 

Paper. —One hundred and seventy hales of paper were imported to Bushire from 
Germany in 1907-8 as against 186 bales in 1906-7, nearly all destined for Tehran, the 
market for pajvers in Persia. Of the former twenty-nine cases printing paper were 
consigned to the “ Imprimerie Pharos” in Tehran by Fertsch and Laeisz, of Hamburg, 
and sixteen bales wrapping paper to the German chemist in Tehran by Koch and 
Rentiers. An invoice for wrapping paper supplied by J. D. Riedel, “ Aktiengesellschaft,” 
in Berlin, to Tehran, gives prices for two cases of 87 and 88 kilog. each containing 730 
sheets as 70*10 nmrks=3/. 10.?. 10(/. per 1,460 sheets. Kahn and Kahn also exported 
seventy-four l*ales of paper, presumably for printing purposes, and we notice the name 
of James Spicer and Sons exporting twenty lMiles. There seems no reason why all the 
considerable amount of paper required annually in Tehran should not be English, instead 
of (hrinun. Perhaps British paper manufacturers and Arms could be put in direct touch 
with buyers in Tehran instead of applying to Bushire. where there is no market; 14!) 
packages at least of the total went through without breaking bulk, so that samples are 
not available here.f 

Linseed and Turpentine. —Out of 97 drums of turpentine and linseed imported 
53 were brought from Hamburg to the order of a British subject in Bushire. As 
regards turpentine, the drums hold, some 5 gallons and some 10 gallons, and the value 
of the total 53 drums was 41/. 17s. They were for use on the Persian Customs 
launches. The present prices at which they were bought are 2*. Od. per gallon, and the 
second quality 2.?. 2d. per gallon, c.i.f., Bushire. The British subject in question will 
proliably require some 200 gallons during 1909, and would like to know English 
quotations. 

Glassware. —Ninety-eight cases imported as against twenty-eight in 1906-7. 
Sixteen cases of the former (with a total declared value of 6,565 krans) were procured 
by Messrs. Ziegler and Co. to the order of the Ahdieh Company in Shiraz from Messrs. 
Vairon and Co. and Taclmkert and Co. in Hamburg. Of these His Majesty's consul at 
Shiraz informs us that five cases were tall glass candle-stands with elongated glass 
shades, each case containing twenty to twenty-five stands or shades; two eases 
contained coloured glass tumblers with saucers to match, for which there is some sale in 
Shiraz. 

Sample AV). 11.—Tumbler with saucer. Retail price 10 krans. Two cases contained 
thick glass trays. 

sample No. 12.—-Thick glass tray. Retail price in Shiraz 18 krans each. 
(N.B. —Both these samples bear the mark of the Compagnie des Cristalleries do 
Baccarat.) Six other eases contained large flower-holders 2 feet and 1 foot high, sold 
in sets, hut almost all still unsold. There is in ordinary years a certain sale for flower- 
stands and vases in Shiraz and Ispahan, and another British firm has been trying 
Bohemian-made glass this year in Shiraz. Some English glass-making firms might he 
recommended to Messrs. Ziegler in this connection. 

Thirty-four crates and cases of glassware, chiefly tumblers, decanters (total value 
of 100/, 9.v. 3d.) were also brought by Messrs. Gray, Dawes, and Co. from Hamburg 
for a customer in Bushire. 1 much doubt if this order is likely to he repeated. 

Lampwnre.- Nine cases went through to Tehran, hulk unbroken, value of the same 
being 3,850 krans. 

China anti earthenware. —Import of seventy-five cases. Thirty-nine of these were 
manifested ns porcelain plates and twenty-four cases as crockery shipped by Alois 
Sehweiger and Co., of Hamburg, and hills of lading consigned to the Chartered Bank of 
India, Australia ami China at Bombay, and forwarded to Shiraz. They were, it is 
understood, a sen t of desert or fruit plate, with a portrait of the Shah in the centre. 
No samples available at Bushire. 


Addenda, p, 8u7. 
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Antwerp Cargo. 

Cotton noods.— 368 bales imported in 1907-8 as against 171 bales in 1906-7. Of 
these 323 bales were imports on consignment by Messrs. Ziegler and to. Irom 
G J van Heek and Zonen of Enschede in Holland, with a total value of 140,495 krans 
(2 554/.}, being drills and cambrics of Diitch manufacture, which have bad a constant 
market in Ispahan for some years past. There is no sale for them in Huslure and 

Slnraz^and^they Peacock” brand, 16 yards per piece, 44 inches wide, 

A'^H^'-'cimlbrics “ Lion and’iSjuii" brand, 16 yards per piece, 44 inches 
wide, costing 4i. Id. per piece c.i.f. Bushire. . 0 0 , 

$ ample No. 15.—Black drills, 26 inches wide, 40 yards per piece, at 9*. 2d. per 

^^Samp/c Nri6.—Grey drills, 28 inches wide, 40 yards per piece, at 9s. per piece 
c.i.f. Bushm>.^ p[ . c(;sj haa to ^ atMed , orf pt, r piece, packing, for freight and 

insurance. ^ of -p^e wou ld consider the possibility of either (1) putting 

some Manchester firm up to a trial of British drills and cambrics, vying in quality and as 
cheap in price as these Dutch goods, which ought not to have this constant market m 
Persia; or (2) ascertaining whether Messrs. Ziegler would change thou- source ol supply. 
(See also under Mohammerah). . . . , , 

Of the remaining bales from Antwerp, thirty-nine ha lee were shipped by the 
Holland Bombay Trading Company (Limited) to Slaraz, and have not yet Been traced 

0,1 ''cw/« e —Total imports to Gulf ports in 1906-7 was 1,898 cases (Bushire 800 cases), 
and to Bushire ill 1907-8, 1,100 cases. „ , . 

These are specially consigned by Traun, Strucken and Co., of Hamburg, the 
principals of Woiickhaus and Co., to the latter tor sale. They are stearine candles 
from the Apollo manufactory at Schiedam, in Holland, and are m two brands. 

Simple No. 17.—'“ Paragon,” thirty packets of six candles per case. Wholesale 

price in Bushire, 28 krans. . . , 

Sample No. 18.—“ Excelsior," thirty packets of six candles per case. Wholesale 

price, Bushire, 26& krans. , 

In January 1909 the retail price of the latter was 25 krans per case, customs duty 
lying with the local buyer (almost another 2 krans). These Dutch stearine candles are 
more heavily priced than the Burmah Oil Company’s wax candles, to the extent of 3 or 
4 krans per case, but there is always a good sale for stearine candles for use in the Gulf 
iu preference to wax candles on account of the susceptibility <>f the latter to the heat. 
Another point about this import of stearine candles is that they all seem to be made in 
Holland in Schiedam or Amsterdam, hut hear the marks ol different importing firms. 
Thus until lately Messrs. D. Sassoon and Co. were large importers ol a brand ate made 
at the Apollo factory in Schiedam. The Customs statistics lor the year March 906-7 
and March 1907-8 show 1,221 and 1,473 cwt-s. respectively, coming Irorn Europe, valued at 
0(548/ and 3 488/ If there are manufacturers of stearine candles in the United 
Kingdom, would the Board of Trade think it advisable to put them in communication 
with British firms trading in the Gulf, so as, if possible, to lessen the need ol British 
firms going to Holland for the article 

Window-gluts —Following are figures tor the last two years by German steamers 

' 1906-7. 1907-8. 

.. Cases .. 1,700 520 

, 60 
„ .. 100 

;; ” [. ioo 

Total .MM) 670 

As far as the import to Bushire was concerned, it was all business done by the 
German firm. Window-glass is brought cliielly iu two colours -blue and red-and also 

• See Addenda, p. 307. 
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Hushire .. 
l!ah rein.. 
Bunder Abbas 

Mohammerah 
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the plain white. The import is, it is believed, at present totally of Belgian manufacture. 
Customs statistics at Bushire show :— 

£ Owls. 

March .JOG-7 .1,206=930 

„ 1907-8 .. .. .. .. .. .. 703 582 

Generally imported in cases of sixty panes, 12 X 10 inches and thirty 24 X 12 
inches. 

Sample No. 10, ( n) and (61.—Blue and red glass. Case weighs about 70 lbs. 
Duty i knuis per Gj lbs., and coolie hire { kran per case. Current retail price 30 krans. 
Cost price, 7 rs. 8 a. 10* c.i.f. Bushire. 

Sample No. 20.—White glass. Retail price, 20 krans; cost price, os. 4 d. Weighs 
ubout Co ll». Sixty panes. 10 x 12 inches. 

Marseilles Cargo. 

Cotton Good*. Messrs. Ziegler and Co. have again imported from Switzerland, ibis 
yeur ten bales |M«r German steamer for Shiraz and fourteen biles for Ispahan. The 
manufacturers appear to Is* Trumpy, Sdweppi and Co., of Mitloedi. Those imported to 
Shiraz were all of one quality, and are reported still unsold.* 

Sample No. 21 (6). Known on the Shiraz market as " Yiizma." The quotation is 
21 krans for five dozen, cash. A square scurf, black with green-flowered border. Weight 
of the holes was 24 Shiraz mans 180 lbs., including packing. Length of the bale 
3 feet. 

Erports. 

Cull for no special mention, and ore unimportant. The 700 bigs of raisins were 
exported by Herr Heinicke, the German trader in Shiraz, direct to New York, where 
lip seems to have u small hut regular market. The rose-water and tobacco were for the 
lb'd Sea only. The opium and gum tnigacauth (largely) were exports for London 
shipj>cd by Persians, hut it may be noted that Messrs. Ziegler exported some 150 chests 
of opium during 1007-8 from Ispahan to a German merchant in Darmstadt. 


Addenda. 

Velvet and Plushes, p. 303. 

Sample No. G, (a). — Plush, 18 inches wide. Koch 40 yards. Invoiced in London 
at 1*. Id. per yard c.i.f. Ahwuz. Bought in Hamburg (probably) at 1*. 3d. |wr yard 
c.i.f. Ahwuz, less 5 percent. Sold in Ispulmu at U. 5jd. per yard c.i.f. Ahwuz, payment 
by 3 months' draft on London. 

Packing. ISncli piece of 40 yards in one card-hoard box, then packed in stout tin 
lined wooden coses of twelve pieces each. Cases to be iron hooped. 

Proportion of Shade*. Six nieces jn>r shade per caw*. 

Sample No 6, (6). -Plata velvet, 18 inches wide. Bach piece 40 yards. Invoiced 
in Loudon at 1*. 4d. |mr yard c.i.f. Ahwuz. Bought in Hamburg probably at 1*. 3d. per 
yard ai.f. lees 5 per cent. Sold in Ispahan at 1*. 3d. per yard c.i.f. Ahwuz, payment by 
3 mouths' draft ou Izmdon. 

Pocking. — As ab>ve. 

iruportion of Shade*. —Five pieces red, five pieces green, two pieces blue per ease. 

Note. All velvets wild in Is|uilmn ure of same qualities us them* two samples, 
varying only so much as 2d. or 3d. per yard as per quality. The colours, however, must 
b* the same as the cuttings, viz., red, green, blue, and purple. Other shades do not find 
so ready a sale. 

Slack and Coloured Drills, p. 305. 

Sample No. 15 {a). —Wholesale price, Ispahan, 3G krans cash per piece. 

Sample No. 15 (a).— C'o/our 3, retail price 38 kruns cosh per piece. 

Sample No. 15 (a}. Colour* 3 and 8 together. Retail price 36 k. 80 c. cash per 
piece. 

Sample No. 15 (u).— Colours l to 0 assorted. Retail price 30 k. 23 c. per piece 

cash. 

White Drill*.- —Wholesale price, Istiahun, 31 k. GO c. cash per piece. Retail price 
32 k. 40 c. per piece. 


See AiM.-nda, p. 307. 
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Printed Cotton Cashmere*. 

Sample No. 21.—(Many designs). Width 19 inches ; 30 yards per piece. Whole¬ 
sale price 1 kran cash |>er yard ; retail price 1 £ kran cash per yard. 

Printed Woollen Cashmeres. 

Sample No. 21 (a.)—(Many designs). Width 19 inches; 30 yards per piece. 
Wholesale price nearly 2 krans cash per yard ; retail price per yard 2 krtius cash. 


Drugs and Chemicals, p. 303. 

The reply has been received that the Pharmaoie is an institution of the Persian 
Government ; but has hitherto imported all their drugs from Germany (J. D. Riedel* 
12-13 Gericht Strasse, Berlin), as this German company is very accommodating in 
the matter of transport charges, Ac. The Persian in charge of the Pharmacie, Mirza 
Ablul Hussein Khan, affirmed that German drugs were considered the best in 
Tehran. 

Paper, p. 304. 

The Imnriinerie “ Pharos" in Tehran states that they obtain finer qualities of 
paper from Hamburg house, allowing six months’ credit and 12j per cent, discount. 
Following samples have been forwarded by Mr. Vice-Consul Smart:— 


Sped man No. 1. Parchment (taper 

„ „ 2. „ 

„ „ 8. 

,< ,.4. Pink 

„ „ 5. Hluo 

h ii 6. Post 4to. ., 

„ „ 7. „ H 

* „ 8 hi*. „ „ ,, 

„ „ 9. 8 vo note „ 

.. n D&ii. „ „ „ 

„ „ 10. Smooth cardboard 

n „ U. Bristol 

n .i 12. Visiting curd*.. 

.. ,1 13. Parchment euvelopett 

.. it 14. „ 

»• ii 15. „ ,, 

h m 10. Fancy tioxea of note paper and 

This specimen.. 


•nvdope* 


Mnrka. 

28 j**r 1,000 aheeU. 


!*l 


78 [XT 100 kilog. 


Muscat. 
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The most striking feature here is the enormous increase in the number of cases of 
arms and ammunition imported from 2,071 in 1906-7 to 5,241 (1,439 cases guns and 
3,802 cases ammunition) in 1907-8. Taking the Hamburg-American Company's freight 
for arms to he 120 marks per case of anus and ammunition, this alone will have benefited 
them to the extent of some 31,446/. Anv measures taken internationally as a result 
of the Arms, Conference towards prohibiting the import into Muscat would, therefore, 
seriously damage any profits which the German Shipping Company make on their run 
up the Gulf, and materially aid us in the object in view, viz., the discouragement of that 
company from competition with British ships in the Persian Gulf. 

Cotton Goods. Five hundred and fifty-one bales of American sheeting were imported 
from Aden—where they had come from New York—as against 597 bales in 1906-7. 
About 1,000 to 1,200 bales of this sheeting are said to he consigned annually from 
Aden to Muscat, almost always for sale on snippers’ account, the latter in 1907-8 being 
the Indian firm in Aden, Haji Alibhoy Jumma, Lulji and Co. 85 bales, and Menlmm 
Messa 436 hales. 

The freight per bale from Aden to Muscat is l r. 8 a. to 3 r. 8 a. by the British 
lines, and I r. 8 a. to 3 r. 4 a. by the German lines, hut weight depends on the number 
shipped. Private arrangements lire entered into with the shipping agents, and the 
British is generally higher than the German mte by 4 to 6 annas. 

The Political Resident at Aden has now been asked to use his good offices 
privately with the shippers in order to encourage them to give the British lines calling 
at Aden the benefit of their shipments to Muscat. 

Apart from the question of discouraging shipments from Aden to Muscat by the 
German line, there is the question of replacing these goods in Aden and Muscat, by 
Manchester goods, which does not come into the scope of this report. For the informa¬ 
tion of t he Board of Trade, it is noted that, these American sheetings have been on the 
market, in Muscat now fora number of years. There are about ten to fifteen different 
qualities imported, twenty-live pieces of 30 yards to the bale. 

Sample No. 22.—American sheeting, “Flying Horse” brand (also described by 
shippers as “ Lantern Brand"), 80 tier cent, of the total quantity of American sheeting 
imported into Muscat is of this quality. Width, 36.$ inches. Wholesale price per bale 
in Aden 140 rupees 01. 6s. 8(/. Wholesale price in Muscat 112 dollars (present rate 
of exchange is 131 rupees 100 dollars) - 140$ rupees - 01. 15s. 8//. Retail price in 
Muscat per piece of 30 yards 4 dollars H annas. Number of yards per dollar, 6 yards. 
Importers (from Aden) Aixlul Aziz Mit wani, Gopalji Walji. 

Sample No. 23.—American sheeting, “Cow Head” brand. Width, 36} inches. 
Wholesale price per bale in Aden 130 rupees 81. 13*. 4 d. Wholesale price in Muscat 
110 dollars (at 131 rupees- per 100 dollars) 144 rupees - Ol. 12*. (jd. Retail price 

S ier piece of 30 yards 4 dollars 6 annas. Number of yards per dollar, 6 yards, 
mporters (from Aden) Khoja Habib Murad. 

Sample No. 24. American sheeting, “Camel and Traveller" brand. Width, 
37 inches. Wholesale price in Muscat 104 dollars (ut 131 rupees) = 136} rupees = 
01. Is. 8(1. Retail price in Muscat 4 dollars 2 annas. Numlnir of yards per dollar, 
6$ yards. Importers (from Djibouti) Baijeot et Oie, French firm. 

Sample No. 25.— “ Spearman ” brand. Width, 37 inches. Wholesale price in 
Muscat dollars, 104 rupees (at 131 rupees) = 136} rupees = 01. l.v. 8 d. Retail price 
in Muscat dollars, 4 rupees 2 annas. Number of yards per dollar, 0$ yards. Importing 
firm Motig Kevorkoff (from Aden). 

Sample No. 26. —“ Lancer on Horso ” brand. Width 3G.J inches. Wholesale price 
in Muscat 101 dollars (at 131 rupees) = 136] rupees 01. Is. 8 d. Retail price in 
Muscat per piece of 30 yards 4 dollars 2 annas. 

N.B. -The Muscat dollar exchange fluctuates heavily. These goods are generally 
sold in Aden on a credit of three to twelve months, at an extra charge of 3 rs. 1 a. = 
4*. Of/, per Rile per throe months. 

Vermicelli.- There was an increase from 79 to 175 cases imported. The import 
from Marseilles to 1'ahivin and Muscat is quite considerable, and it would seem worth 
the while of the British shipping companies to induce the shippers to give up confining 
their consignments, or, at any rate, according a preference, to the German line. It 
was noted in last year’s report that, according to rumour, the Hamburg-American 
line laid concluded a special arrangement with the exporters of vermicelli from 
Marseilles. 

The ochre ("wares") brought to Muscat in these German ships is also transhipped 
from Aden to Muscat for sale on commission. In this case too, if the consignment 
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is made vift Bombay or the Anglo-Algerian line, the freights are higher than the 
Germans’ by 8 Or 4 annas per bag. 

Each bag contains about 225 to 350 lbs., and prices range from Is. to 2s. Ad. 
per lb., according as the stuff is mild or strong in colour. 

Included in the miscellaneous articles landed are fifty-four cases of presents to His 
Highness the Sultan of Muscat from East Africa, valued at 2,QQ0/. 

One hundred bags of crystallised -sugar were imported by the French firm of 
Baijeot et Cie. 

Bunder Abbas. 


Imports. 


Description. 


1906-7. 


Loaf sugar 
Crystal sugar 
Kerosene 
Iron bars 
Steel liars 
Iron plates 
Liquors, brand} 
Indigo 
Boer .. 

\Y indow glass 
Enamel warn 
Piece goods 
Miscellaneous 
Matches 
Oandlua 


.. f Cases and V 1,625 

.. j\ bags J | 750 

.. i Oases .. | 

.. Bundles .. j 

.. Cases .. 123 

... „ ... 10 


.. Bales 
.. Packages 
.. | Cases 


500 
1,497 
1,000 
3,1 IS 
2.144 
8,806 
93 
40 




Exports. 


Gum tragacanth 

Poppy seeds .. . • • • 

Lucerne seeds .. 

Pistachios .. 

Tobacco .. .. •. • • 1 

Carets .. .. • • • • 

As-af<ctida (London) 

Miscellaneous ,. . t 

Packages .. 

Bags 

Bundles .. 
Cases 

1,090 

15 

51 

3 

75 

*2 

699 

83 

48 

10 

*12 

61 

£ 

2.108 

100 

71 

7 

228 

427 



1,230 

813 

2,941 


Imports. 

Imports by the Hamburg-American lino rose from 5,2-17 to 17,685 packages. 
Of this, no less than 1 1,368 were bundles of iron ond steel bars anil iron plates. I am 
informed that these were mostly shipped from Antwerp, and not Hamburg, to British 
Indian (Hindu) firms, who ap[mrently obtained these goods by sending orders through 
British firms in Karachi, Forbes, Forbes and Go., Mucdonuld and Co., Volkart 
Brothers, and H. 1). Sassoon and Co., and also Messrs. Gray, Paul and Co.’s agency at 
Bushire.' The names of the chief Hindu consignees in Bunder Abbas arc:— 

Huknmtrai Mohandas. 

llasanand Ohetandas. 

Tharoomal Radhakshiu. 

Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co. at Bushire state that the stuff ordered through thorn 
by t|i 0 first-named’ Hindu was principally Swedish iron and basic steel, obtained from 
[1019] * K 


















lessrs. II. VV. McClellan and Co. (Limited), 108, Cai 
lvoiced prices of these (presumably £o.b. Antwerp) are:— 


, 108, Cannon Street, Loudon. The 


Basic Steel bars (lint) 

„ „ (tujuure) 

Swedish iron .. 
Shoot iron 


£ t. d. 

5 2 6 per ton. 
o 18 0 „ 


Some of the stuff is, however, apparently of Belgian manufacture, for in Bunder 
Abbas they quote purchase prices m Brussels for delivery c.i.f. Bunder Abbas as 
follows :— 

d. 

Steel hare (round) .. .. •• .. .. At 0 li per cwt. 

„ ,, (flat) *• • • • • .. •• ii 6 „ 

Iron hars .. .. .. .. .. „ 6 U „ 

Another quotation given to His Majesty’s consul in Bunder Abbas was :— 


Steel l>nri» 

Iron liars 

Iron platen (sheets) 


.. At 6 1 per cwt. c.i.f. Bunder Abbas. 
.. 6 6 ,, „ „ 

.. „ 8 10 „ „ 


The following samples are sent with yet other quotations:— 

Sample No. 27.—Steel bar 1J inches thick, usually 12 feet long. Purchase price 

c.i.f. 6*. Cul. per cwt. Local retail price 2 krans per man of 9 ll>s. 

Sample No. 28.— Steel bar -fn fiowh thick. Usually 3i feet long. Purchase price 

c.i.f. 7 s. per cwt. Local retail price krans per man of 9 lbs. 

Sample No. 29.—Iron bar l inch thick, usual length 3 feet. Purchase price c.i.f. 
Gs. 2d. per cwt. Retail price 2 krans per man. • 

Sample No. 30.—Iron bar £ inch thick, usual length 3 feet. Purchase price 
5s. 9 d. per cwt. c.i.f. Local retail price 2 krans per man. 

These metals are used for building in Bunder Abbas, and the import is likely to be 
well maintained in succeeding years, the annual demand amounting to About 4,000 cwts. 
valued at nearly 3,000/. I was informed in JuaUary 1909 that other consignments, that 
had been ordered out, were coming by German steamers. The markets supplied are 
Yezd, Kerman, Sirjan, Lar, Dumb, ami local. Tl^Soatd of Trade will be able to judge 
of the possibility of putting English steel and iron on the market in Bunder Abbas as 
cheap us the Belgian or Swedish article, in which case Messrs. Forbes, Forbes, 
Mncuonald, and Co., Messrs. Gray, Dawes, and Co., the other firms and Hindu traders 
mentioned, seem the best people to canvass. 

Almost all the 14,368 bundles mentioned were brought during the last five or six 
months of the period covered by this report, ue. t during the period the British combine 
lmd made an agreement with the Hamburg-American line to call at Antwerp and 
Hamburg. In the same space of time no steamers of the British combine landed any 
metals at Builder Abbas, and only 143 bundles of iron were imported from British India 
Steam Navigation ('ompany's boats. This fact only serves to accentuate the undesira¬ 
bility, from the British point of view, of the English lines concluding any rate or pool 
agreement with a foreign line by which the former are debarred from calling at such a 
port as Antwerp, for it gives foreign trade an opportunity for a foothold in Bunder 
Abbas. It Ims been observed that the tendency is for direct trade between the Gulf 
ports and Europe to increase annually, and for the trade with India to decrease or not 
advance. And so it is an anomaly to find Builder Abbas, which is specially designated 
as being the British sphere of influence, relying for its direct trade with Europe in an 
article like iron, on ships of a foreign nation now carrying on an active competition against 
British trade. 

So far, Messrs. Woncklmus and Co. have not established a regular agency in 
Bunder Alibis, but there have been reports of their intention to send one of their 
assistants there, and it is expected that they will do so as soon as telegraphic 
communication is started with other ports. 

Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co. have boon often urged to post one of their European 
stulf in Bunder Abbas for some months each year, and should Messrs. Woncklmus 
anil Co. open business, this would become a matter of necessity as far as our commercial 
interests in that port are concerned. In Lingah we are now experiencing much incon- 
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venience from the German firm having had its position uncnammgeu auu 14111101 
own way for the last six years. . . ... 

Enamel Ware .—No samples are available, all having gone forward jx> Yessd without 
breaking bulk. The importers in this latter place are the respectable Parsee firm ot 
Jamshidian, whose name might be noted by British exporters of this ware. 

Sugar and Kerosene—The import to Bunder Abbas is alluded to under the 
comments in Part I of this report. 

Exports. 

Only one steamer of the British combine called at this port for direct shipment to 
the United Kingdom during the thirteen mouths September 1907 7 Ootober 1908. this 
accounts for shipments to London of gum tragacanth, &c„ taking place in German 
steamers. At the anno time, it is a pity that British steamers cannot call more 
regularly. 

Bahrein. 

Imports. 


1907-8. 


Description. 


Loaf sugar 

Matches 

Candles 

Vermicelli 

Coffee 

Henna 

Cotton goods .. 

Woollen goods.. 

Gold thread 
Haberdashery .. 
Perfumery 
Glasswaro 

China ware and crockery .. 
Sewing machines 
Machinery 
Furniture 

Miscellaneous .. 

Enamelwaro .. 

Lampwaro 

Window glass 

Crystal sugar 

Soap .. .. .. 

Copper sheets .. 

Colours 
Kerosene 
Iron wire 

Cement .. .. 

Stationery anil puperwaro 
Condensed milk 
Metal ware 

Cotton quilts and wicks.. 
Total packages.. 


Cases 

Bales 


Kegs 

Packages 

Cases 


Bundles 

Cases 


Barrels 


10,098 


Exports. 


Approximate 
Local Value. 


1907-8. 


1906-7. 


Description. 


Puckages 


Shells, 
Dates. 


88,728 
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imports. 

British trade is seriously handicapped in these islands by the fact that no steamers 
of tin- British lines importing goods clirect from Europe call there, the reason given 
being that the deviation from the direct course from Muscat to Bashirs, and the time 
spent in the anchorage at Bahrein, is too expensive in proportion to the freight obtained 
to make it worth their while under actual conditions. Before the advent of the German 
company this attitude did not inflict any special damage on British imports to the 
islands, for the British India Steam Navigation Company had practically the whole of 
the carrying trade, but now the very considerable amount of cargo brought direct from 
Kuropo each year is borne by German ships only. It is superfluous to dilate on the evil 
influence this' has on the trade in goods of British origin, or on the undesirability of an 
Aral) island under British protection having to rely for its intercourse with Great Britain 
on the regular monthly German steamers. If it cannot pay the English steamers to 
call, it presumably must lie a dead loss for the Hamburg steamers to do so. The 
inference drawn is that the subsidy made to the German line alone permits it to 
undertake expenses attendant on calling regularly at Bahrein, Bunder Abbas, and 
Linguh. 

It is hardly to Is; wondered nt that the agents of the German line lose no oppor¬ 
tunity of hampering the operations of their rivals, when shipping or receiving consign¬ 
ments by the German steamers. 

According to u good f»ourco ol information, tiic freight on shells exported by 
Woncklinua and Co. and their clients, is allowed by the shipping line a rebate of Is. 
per ton less than the freight accorded to tlio British firm, Gray, Paul, and Co., and 
their clients. 

1. On ono occasion in 1908, when the German steamer brought to Bahrein a large 
amount of sugar and other goods for loth Gray, Paul, and Co. and Wonckhaus and Co., 
the hitter's cargo was landed and the British company’s over-carried to llushire, under 
the pretext of stress ol' weather. This enabled the German firm to get their cargo oil 
the market first, and involved the British company in considerable loss. When the 
claim was made to the German steamer agents in Bahrein they declined to consider it, 
maintaining that under the hill of lading Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co. would have to 
fight their ease in Hamburg. 

2 . A second claim made by Gray, Paul, and Co. with reference to bags of sugar 
certified tikhiivo boon torn when lake'll from a German vessel was met by the German 
agents with the same reply. 

3. Gray, I’mil, and Co. appear unable to compete in such nu important line ns 
piece goods, although, according to the steamer's manifests, ninety-four Imles of English 
cottons were imported direct by German steamers, due to the large rebate of os. per ton 
ofl'ered for English cotton good's sent to Hamburg for transhipment. Only two bales of 
these were for Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co. 

The upshot of the ease in Bahrein is that the British firm find it irksome to have 
their import business from Europe direct in the hands of u German dipping company 
whose agents and protiiges, Wonckhaus, are their own chief opponents. The writer 
recently saw a letter from Messrs. Gray, Dawes, and Co. in reply to an enquiry by the 
Bahrein agency whether they could arrange for shipments of sugar in other than 
German slops. They explained that they Imd no choice in the matter : the freight by 
British Steamer to India lining per ton, by Austrian Lloyd transhipment in India 
and British India Steam Navigation Company 32s., and by Hamburg American steamer 
only 26*. Gil. per ton. 

A regular call at Bahrein (Lingnh and Bunder Abbas) by the Anglo-Algerian and 
other companies directly serving the Gulf would solve most of these questions ; and in 
connection with the recent emlcavmir of the Board of Trade commissioner to arrange 
for the establishment of sample rooms, at considerable cost to the Government, by which 
English goods would I*- pushed on the Gulf markets, it should lie remembered that the 
scheme is likely to he nullified in Bahrein and Lingnh unless it can Is- arranged for such 
goods to come direct from Great Britain in British ships. 

The following interesting table shows how German trade and Wonckhaus and Co. 
benefit by their direct intercourse with Europe to the disadvantage of Gray,. Paul, 
and Co. :— ..... 
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Crystal sugar 
Loaf sugar .. 

Iron wire 
Earthenware 
Vermicelli .. 

Perfumery 

Cotton amt woollen goods 
Matches.. 

Coffee .. 

Kerosene 


Wonckhaus 
and Co. 

Gray, Paul, 
mid Co. 

Bags 

2,100 

2,190* 

Cases 

1,260 


i, 

200 



230 

1 


500 

126 


62 

5 

Bales 

87 

' 2* 

Cases 

25 

250 

Hags 

4,055 

.. • 

Cases 

14,625 



Imported by Gray, Paul, and Co. by British India Steamers. 

Coffee .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,016 bags. 

Crystal sugar .. .. .. .. .. .. 400 „ 

Ixxftf „ .. .. .. .. .. 100 cases. 

Cotton ami woollon goods .. .. .. .. .. 19 bales. 

One thousand to 1,500 packages is estimated to cover Bahrein’s import per month 
from Europe, and there would seem to be no reason why continental sugar, at any rate, 
should not be brought in British ships, provided there is no transhipment. 

Crystal Sugar .—As stated in the Bushiro report on the import of sugar to the Gulf 
the crystal, par preference in this and other ports, is E. A. It., an Austrian brand, 
shipped from a dep6t in Hamburg. Bahrein, like most Arab ports, is more partial to 
crystal than loaf sugar, and more than anywhere else it offers the best prospects for 
reviving the import of British sugar from Mauritius. The Bahrein agent of Messrs. 
Gray, Paul, and Co. has been able to lx>ok orders for some 1,000 Ixigs in the last few 
months, and writes that he hopes to be in a jH»sition to put through a fairly large 
business. But until they can turn out in Mauritius crystals of a larger size and whiter 
colour, more like the Austrian E. A. It., a large supply of this latter is certain to continue 
in demand in the various ports. 

The following samples are forwarded with Bahrein prices:— 

Sam file No. 31.—lion wire used to making fishing traps, sold at 12 rupees per cwt. 
— 16s ; sixteen coils, as ]>er sample, come packed in gunny bags. It is required every 
year, as the cage traps do not last long. 

Sample No. 32. Lmnp-wure. — (u.) Chimneys, as per sample, two tied together, and 
800 of these packed in a wooden case. Price, per case, 133 rupees = 8/. 17s. Ad. Retail 
price, 2 annas per chimney - 2d. Annual sale about thirty cases. 

(//.) Glass oil reservoirs, jis per sample, 500 packed in a case. Wholesale price, 
2 rs. 12 a. per dozen = 3s. 8c/. Retail price, 4 annas each = Ad. Annual sale about 
ten cases. 

(<?.) Hand lamps as per sample, 500 in a case, at 2 rs. 12 a. per dozen = 3s. 8 d. 
Retail 4 annas each = Ad. 

(d.) Table lamps as per sample, twenty-five dozen in a case, wholesale price 
25 rupees per dozen - )/. 13s. Ad. Retail price 2 r. 8 a. per lamp = 3s. Ad. Annual 
sale two cases. 

Sample No. 34. Gold Thread. — (a.) As per sample, fifty bundles in a case, 700 
rupees per case = 4G/. 13s. id., and 14 rs. 8 a. per bundle IDs. Ad. 

(b.) As per sample, fifty bundles in a case, 500 rupees per case - 33/. 6s. 8d„ and 
11 rupees per bundle, = 14s. 8 d. 

( c. and d.) As per samples, fifty bundles in a case, 500 rupees per case 33/. (>s. 8 d. 
and 10 rupees per bundle 13s. Ad. 

Sample No. 35. Perfumery.—(a.) Eau de Cologne, as per sample bottle, six 
bottles packed in a small wooden box, and fifty similar boxes in a big case, 4 rupees 
per dozen bottles os. Ad. Single Ixittle 6 annas — 6d. 

(b.) Eau de Cologne as per sample bottle, six bottles packed in a small wooden 
Ikj.x, and fifty similar boxes in a big case, at 5 rupees per dozen bottles — 6s. 8 d. 
Single bottle at 8 annas = 8 d. 

(c.) Eau de Cologne as per sample bottle, twenty-four small bottles in a big cuse, 
at l rupee per dozen oottles = Is. Ad. Single bottle at 2 annus = 2d. 

[1649] 4 L 


















Sample No. 3G. Scents. — (a.) As per sample, six bottles fixed on a cardboard 
come mixed with other qualities, packed m cases with grass, f> r. 4 a. per dozen bottles 
= 8s. 4d., and 10 annas per single bottle --- lOd. 

(A) As per sample, three bottles in a paper lx>x and similar boxes of mixed scents 
are packed in a wooden case, 4 rs. 10 a. per dozen bottles = G*. 2d. 8 annas per 
single bottle — 8 d. 

(c.) As per sample, three bottles in a paper !x>x lined with golden paper outside and 
inside, 7 rs. 4 a. per dozen tattles = Os. 8 d., and 12 annas per single bottle = Is. 

{d.) Each tattle in a small paper tax and three of these taxes are packed in square 
paper boxes and several of these packed in wooden cases, 24 rupees per dozen tattles 
= 1/. 12*. Single tattle 2 rs. 2 a. = 2>. lOd. 

(<?.) As per sample three tattles in a paper tax and each tattle in a separate tax, 
24 rupees per dozen = 1/. 12*. Single tattles 2 r. 2 a. = 2s. 10 d. 

(/.) As per sample three tattles in a paper tax and each tattle in a separate tax, 
18 rupees per dozen tattles = 1/. 4*. Single tattle l r. 10 a. = 2s. 2d. 

((/.) As per sample three bottles in a paper tax and each tattle in a separate tax, 
9 rupees per dozen tattles = 12*. Single bottle 14 annas = 1*. 2./. 

(//.) As per sample three tattles in a paper tax, 8 rs. 4 a. per dozen = 11*. Single 
tattle 12 annas = 1*. 

(/.) As per sample three tattles in a paper tax, G rupees per dozen bottles = 8*. 
Singh,* tattle 10 annas = 1 Od. 

Sample No. 37. Piece Goods, Manchester, (a.) Head shawls red, 100 dozen per 
bale, 12 rujieos jht dozen = IG.v., and 1 r. 4 a. each = Is. Hr/. 

Sample No. 38.—“ Lungi ” (Registered Trade-mark No. 27529) 1,000 per bale. 
Twenty lungis at 0 rs. 12 a. = 9*., and ru|H*es 0 : G : G : each = GAd. 

Sample No. 39.—“ Lmigi ’’ 1,000 per talc at 8 rupees per twenty = 10 rs. 8 a., 
and 8 annus each = 8r/. 

Sample No. 40. Earthenware. —(a.) Bowls packed in wooden cases with grass, as 
many as required by the consignee, 10 rupees per dozen = 13*. Ad., and 14 annas 
each = l.v. 2 it. 

(//.) Bowls packed in wooden cases with grass, as many as required by the consignee, 
9 rupees per dozen = 12*., and rupees 0 : 13 : G : each =' I*. lAr/. 

(<*.) Bowk packed in wooden eases with grass as many as required by the consignee, 
4 r, 8 a. per dozen = G*., and 8 annas each = Hr/. 

(d.) Bowls packed in wooden cases with gmss as many as required by the consignee, 

4 rupees nvr dozen = 5.v. Ad., and G annas each = G d. 

(e.) Bowls packed in wooden cases with gross as many as required by the consignee, 
3 rupees per dozen = 4*., and 5 annas each = 5 d. 

(/.) Bowls packed in wooden cases with grass as many as required by the consignee, 

5 r. 8 a. per dozen = 7s. Ad , and It) annas each = 10 d. 

Sample No. 11. Dishes ( Meat ).—Four sizes packed in grass in wooden cases, 
30 dozen per case— 

(a.) 1 r. 2 a. each = 1*. Gd. each. 
lb.) 14 annas each = 1 s. 2d. 

(c.) 12 annas each = I*. 

(d.) 10 annus each = 10r/. 

Samples (/») and (d) sent. 

Sample So. 12. Rice Dishes. —Three sizes, packed as many as required by the 
consignee- 

(a.) 9 rupees per dozen = 12*., and 12 annas each = 1*. 

(b.) G r. 8 a. jx*r dozen = 8*. 8r/. and 10 annas each = 10r/. 

(e.) 3 rupees per dozen = 4*., and 4 annas each — Ad. 

Sample No. 43. ( up.i and Saucers .—Packed in grass, in wooden cases, 50 dozen 

per case at 2 r. 8 a. tar dozen 3*. Ad. and 4 annas single = Ad. There is sale for 
about 2,000 dozen of this article annually. 

Sample No. 44. Cojfee Cups. —1,500 cups in a cast' at G r. 12 a. per 100 cups 
= 9*., and 1*6 anna single cup = 1 jrf. There is a sale for utaut forty to fifty cases 
annually. 

Sample No. 45. Enamel ware. —(«.) Tea-pots with handles, 8 dozen per wooden 
case, 10 r. 8 a. per dozen = 14*., and 1 rupee each = 1*. Ad. 
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(b.) Water-tumblers come in three sizes, 35 dozen in a wooden case, 3 rupees per 
dozen = 4*., single, 5 annas = bri. The sample is the larger size. 

(c.) Soup plates ifor rice) come in three sizes (blue-streaked thirty dozen per case. 
3 rupees per dozen = 4*. Single 5 Annas 5 d. 

The sample is the largest size. 

(d.) Plates (table) come in three sizes, thirty dozen per case. 2 r. 8 a. per dozen - 
3*. Ad., A annas euch = 4d. v 

(*.) Rice plates come in three sizes, twenty dozen in a wise. ; 4 r. 8 a. per dozen = 
6*., 8 annas each=8 c/. 

( f.) Bowls come in three sizes, 35 dozen per case ; 8 rupees per dozen — 10*. 8 d. and 
12 annas each = l'. 

(g.) Bowls, small, two kinds, thirty dozen pet* case, 2 r. 2 a. per dozen-2*. 10c/., 
and 3G annas each — 3Ad. 

(/j.) Oval trays, two white and one blue. Twenty dozen, all three kinds come in a 
rase. White larger 14 rupees per dozen = IS*. 8d., and 1 r. 8. a. each-2*. ; blue, 
10 rupees per dozen — 13*. Ad., and 1 rupee each — L*. Ad. : white, small, 8 rupees per 
dozen = l us. 8 d., and 12 annus each — is. 

( i •) AVater tasins, three kinds: all blue, twenty dozen in a case, 13 rupees per dozen 
= 17*. Ad., and 1 r. 4 a, each 1*. 8 d. 

White and blue, twenty dozen in a rase, 10 rupees per dozen 13*. Ad., and 1 rupee 
each = 1 .v. Ad. 

White and blue streaked, twenty dozen in a case, 8 rupees per dozeu = 10*. 8 d., 
and 12 annus each=l*. 

Sample No. 4G, Glassware. — (a.) Sugar pots, twenty-five dozen in a case, 4 rupees 
per dozen=5*. Ad., and G’o annas each=t>Ad. 

(//.) Water glasses in two sizes. Of the larger size twenty-five dozen packed in a 
case, 3 rupees per dozen=4*., and 5 annas each = 5d. Of the smaller size fifty dozen 
are packed in a case at 2 rupees per dozen=2*. 8 d., and 3 annas each=3d. 

Sample No. 47, Soap. —Five samples forwarded. 

(a.) Comes in paper taxes three pieces in each, twenty-five gross in a case at 
30 rupees a gross=2/., 2 r. 8 a. per dozen=3*. Ad., and 4 annas each piece=4d. 

(b.) 1 r. 8 a. per twelve pieces=2*. 

(c.) 2 rupees per twelve pieces=2*. 3d. 

(d.) 12 annas per twelve pieces = I*. 

(e.) 10 minus per tax =10d. 

Lixgah. 

Imports (13 ships). 


Loaf sugar .. 
Crystal sugar .. 
Macaroni 


Piece good* 
Brocade and tin 
Ohinaware 
Coffee 
Soap 

Haberdashery 
Iron .. 
Kerosene 
Paint* 

Boer .. 

Miscellaneous 

Perfumery 

Candle* 

Glassware 


1906-7. 


1907-8. 


Value. 


tags 




Cases 

Bales 

Cases 


Bags 
.. Cases 

.. Bundles .. 
.. Cases 
.. Casks 
.. Coses 
..I Packages .. 
.. Cases 


5,772 

5,298 

2,944 

142 

0 

131 

020 

*141 

10,800 


27 

15 

718 

20 


1,300 

6,655 

3,085 

212 

46 

19 
147 
660 
100 

34 

142 

7,050 

8 

20 
29 
18 


£ 

1,046 

9,388 

2,571 

5,754 

1,380 

880 

686 

2,156 

67 

907 

100 

2,115 

6 

16 

*720 


Total packages 


26,661 


19,534 
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Exports ( Wonckhaus). 


| 1906-7. 


Value. 


Oyster shells .. 

Baskets .. 

5,082 

8,123 

Pearl .. 

Gases 

541 

131 

Raisins 


46 

300 

Assafoetidn 

Driud grapes .. 

Bags 

51 

51 

Almonds 

Linseed 


35 


Poppyseed 



11 

Gum Tragncanth 



19 

Miscellaneous .. 

Packages .. 

148 

2 

Tobacco 

Bags 



G nm mastic 

Baskets 


200/ 

Total packages 


6,031 

9,172 


2,708 

591 

340 

30 

47 

‘*30 

70 


Aden cargo. 


3,822 


At Lingah the German position is stronger than in any of the other ports, and the 
situation of British trade there lues become more serious during the last year in the face 
of the continued predominant influence of Messrs. Wonckhaus and Go. For this the 
British combine is largely to blame, since, as in the case of Bahrein, their ships do not 
call at Lingah, and all direct intercourse with Europe is thus confined to the regular 
monthly arrivals of the Hamburg American steam era. 

It used to he thought that the needs of the smaller Gulf ports could lx.*st be 
supplied from India by the weekly steamers of the British India Steam Navigation 
Company and the Bombay Persian line, and that it was unjustifiable expense for the 
home-going English lines to share in the carrying trade. This idea has t>een exploded 
by the operations of the German subsidized line, for it is plain that a great part of the 
trade has lieen deviated from India to Europe by the fact that many necessaries, e.g ., 
sugar, &c., can be put on the market in Lingah as cheaply os, sometimes cheaper than, 
goods imported via India. The reason is not far to seek when it is considered how 
heavy the British India freight rates are from Bombay to Lingah. 

At Lingoh, as at Bahrein, the German agents of the Hamburg American line have 
not beemslow to use their monopoly of direct European trade to harass their English 
rivals, and it is at Lingah there appeal’s to be a good opportunity for the British firm to 
force Mauritius sugar, which is carried in English ships, on to the market, but unless 
some special arrangements for very low freight can lie made with the British India 
Steam Navigation Company, the difference in price c.i.f. between it and the Austrian 
“E.A.U.," which is the standard by reason of its white colour and the size of the 
crystals, is too small to enable it to capture more than a small portion of the trade. 

It. is disquieting to hear such frequent reports both from natives and Europeans of 
the manner in which the German firm now “ run ” Lingah, and the present situation 
may thus Ixi summed up:— 

Lingah ceased to be an important, port with the enforcement of the Persian 
customs tariff by the Belgian administration, the trade having largely transferred itself 
to Dubai, on the Arab coast: but inasmuch as the institution of the German service bus 
opened a direct trade between Europe and Lingah (which Dubai has not got) business 
in Lingah has slightly recovered. There are, however, no native firms there with any 
reserve capital, and up till lately only a native agency of Gray, Paul, and Co. 
Wonckhaus and Co., with a manager and two German assistants, are thus left without 
any real competitors. It is interesting to note the remarks made on the latter’s 
methods of business by the Residency agent (a very shrewd Arab and a trader 
himself):— 


(Translation.) 

“ Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co., whenever they import any merchandise, and 
Lingah merchants have already got similar goods in stock, lower the price and sell it. 
No native merchant who has thus imported goods will sell them at a loss as long as he 
is able to stand out; but after having waited for some time he is obliged to, and sells at 
a loss. He does not import that merchandise a second time, but buys those goods from 
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Wonckhaus and Co. But if a large firm were to take steps to import merchandise, 
Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. will be obliged to curtail their own business, since they 
know that such a large firm will not stop importing a particular line because it has once 
dropped money on a transaction.” 

He then gives an instance in point: In the first year of steamers* sailings 5,772 cases 
and bags of loaf-sugar were imported, as will be seen in last year's report; this year 
only 1,307. He induced David Sassoon and Co. (Limited) to send a large consignment 
of sugar; the Germans lowered the prices; Meksrs. Sassoon maintained theirs. The 
Germans sold at a loss, and finally closed their business in sugar for the time being. 
He concludes:— 

“ In my opinion, if a firm of good standing were to begin to bring merchandise to 
Lingah, and shut their eyes to profits for one year, without doubt Wonckhaus and Co. 
will have to close up their business altogether. Even though that firm were to Buffer 
losses in the first year, yet in the second year they would make up for it.” 

These recommendations of his cannot be too strongly urged on the principals of 
such a firm as Gray, Paul, and Co. (Gray, Dawes, and Co). After repeated representa¬ 
tions from Major Cox during the last year they deputed to Lingah in the autumn a 
Eurasian from among the number of their sulxjrdinate staff—a man of mediocre capacity 
not equal to competition with the German representative. It is doubtful if there is 
sufficient trade in Lingah for two European firms, and the British firnji might well 
consider the advisability of ousting the German firm out of the place by fighting 
the Germans on their own trade ground. At present this is hardly being attempted. 

When the Manchester partner of the firm of Haji Ali Akhar and Sons (Limited) 
(of London and Manchester) was making a tour early in 1908 in Southern Persia, in 
the course of which he had booked important orders during bis journey from Bunder 
Abbas vii\ Lar to Lingah, he expressed, while in Bushire, a desire to open an agency of 
his firm (which is a considerable exporter of Manchester cottons to Persia) in Lingah. 
At. the same time he urged the importance of expediting the appointment of a consular 
officer at Lingah, where he had gained the impression that British trade interests were 
at present inadequately represented. 

There is unfortunately a good deal of truth in this remark largely owing to the 
undesirable influence acquired in Lingah by Mr. Brown (the manager of Messrs. 
Wonckhaus and Co.) ami his anti-British tendencies. Mr. Brown, who is the son of 
Scotch parents bom in Germany, will be remembered as taking a prominent part in the 
Abu Musa affair, in which his efforts have materially assisted the German case. During 
the existence of a local Medjliss in Lingah Mr. Brown meddled openly in Persian politics 
and took part in the discussions with a view to displaying the German support of the 
constitutional movement, lie has given credits of such liberality, and in many cases so 
forgiven natives’ unpaid debts, that he has bound many Arab traders to support the 
German firm exclusively, while at the same time these unbusinesslike transactions have 
strengthened the conviction of British firms in the Gulf, that Wonckhaus and Co. must 
be covered by financial support in Germany in order to make these losses and yet 
contrive to do business on their present lines. 

While the writer was at Lingah in December 1908 Mr. Brown and his assistants 
had started on a short tour in the interior, which, they gave out, was with the object 
of looking for mineral deposits in Bostane. Ho has been assiduous in creating a 
connection with Oman, especially Dubai, where he 1ms an agent, and lie has not 
scrupled to employ smugglers. The method followed was to bring coffee and other 
goods to the warehouses of Wonckhaus and Co. in Lingah and declare them for 
transhipment, to ship them in a native craft in his employ nominally to Dubai, hut 
really to have them re-landed up a place G miles from Lingah, whither they would be 
brought back by night. 

It is hoped that if a vice-consul Iks appointed, and a firm like Messrs. Gray, Paul 
and Co. can he prevailed by Government to compete strenuously with the German 
company in all tlieir lines of business, the position of Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. 
would soon be shaken in Lingah. 

Imports for 1907-08. 

Nineteen thousand live hundred and fourteen packages imported, as against 2G.G64 
in 190G-7, and 9,172 packages exported, as against G,031 in 1‘J0G-7. 

The decreased import of loaf sugar has been explained aljove, but the Residency 
[1649] 4 M 
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agent reports that for the last few months Messrs. Sassoon have ceased to forward it, 
and Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. are beginning to sell again. Tt is hoped that this 
British firm will not retire from the business. 

The brand imported by the German firm is Belgian, bearing the mark “ U. T. 0.,” 
with the inscription of the name of Wonckhaus and Co., Lingah, Bahrein, and Bushire 
in Persian. The retail price of the case was 2.J krans (approximately lid.) per Lingah 
man of lbs. 

Crystal Sugar. —Six thousand six hundred and fifty-five bags, as against 5,293 
brought by the Hamburg-American lino in 1906-7. Of these a proportion Ixslon^ed to 
Gray, Paul, and Co. Those imported by the German firm are of two kinds, eacn bag 
weighing 2 cwt. 

Sample No. 48 (not sent).—Costs 23 r. 8 a. per bag. 

Sample No. 49 (not sent).—Costs 22 rupees to 22 r. 8 a. per bag. 

Three-quarters of this sugar were forwarded for sale in Jahrum and Laristan, the 
remaining quarter to Shibkuh ports on the Persian coast, and to the Oman ports on the 
Arab coast. 

Kerosene. The annual Lingah consumption of this oil is about 12,000 cases, half of 
which goes to the interior in Laristan and Jahrum, and the rest is used for Lingah and 
the small porta of the Persian and Arab coasts. In 1907-8 7,050 cases were imported 
bv the German firm from Finnic. Actually there are about 2,500- 3,000 cases of the 
German oil on hand in Lingah, none of other kinds. 

Piece Goods. —Two hundred and two hales imported by the German line. There 
is nothing to show what number, if any, of these were of British manufacture. In any 
case it is improbable that anything except British cottons would be imported, were the 
direct British steamers to call. It would certainly contribute to spoiling the Germans’ 
business. The following samples are forwarded, but l am informed that these goods are 
not now in demand, and the German firm change their samples frequently. Their 
principal business would appear to be in loincloth ("lungoute” in Persian) which are 
always in demand. 

Sum ale No. 50.—“ Lingoute,” loin cloth, red and black; price per twenty 15 rupees 
cash in Lingah. (Other types enclosed.) 

Sample No. 51.—“ Langoute,” loin cloth , white; price ner twenty G rupees = 8s. 
Sample No. 52.—(*/.) Piece goods liought from Wonckhaus and Co., all customs 
and lighterage, dues included, retail price, 8 annas = 8 d. per yard. Length, 40 yards; 
width, 30 inches. 

(h.) Retail price, 2 annas per yard. Length, GO inches; width, 40 inches. 

(c.) > „ ,. „ „ 50 „ „ . 40 „ 

(d.) „ 2 k „ „ „ 50 „ „ 35 „ 

(e.) „ 3 rupees cash per yard. Length, 25 inches; width, 30 inches. 

(/’.) „ annas per yard. Length, GO inches; width, 35 inches. 

(g.) „ 3“ „ „ „ GO „ „ 40 „ 

(h.) ,, 2i „ „ „ 50 „ „ 40 „ 

(i.) „ 4 „ „ „ 40 „ „ 45 „ 

(J.) „ 3 „ „ „ 50 „ „ 40 „ 

(it.) „ 2 rupees cash per yard. Length, 30 inches; width, 60 inches. 

Macaroni .—About 500 to 600 cases are annually imported into Lingah, also for 
transhipment to the ports of the Oman coast opposite. 

Earthenware. —One hundred and thirty-one cases were imported by these vessels in 
190G-7; 147 in 1907-8. Four samples sent. 

Sample No. 53.— Earthenware bowls , large and small, at 2 rupees = 2s. 8 d. per 
dozen cash in Lingah. 

Sample No. 54.— Saucer , large, at 3 rupees — 4s. per dozen cash. 

Sample No. 55.— Saucer , small, at 1 r. 8 a. - 2s. per dozen cash. 


Exports. 

Nine thousand one hundred and seventy-two packages in 1907-8, an increase 
upon 6,031 in 1906-7. All the cargo, except that to Aden, is Messrs. Wonckhaus 
and Co.’s own consignment, it is understood. The only matter culling for serious 
attention is the heavy extent to which the German export shells. 
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MoHAMifERAH AND AHWAZ. 


Imports. 







1907-8. 

Description. 



1900-7. 

Ahwaz only. 

Mohammerah 

only. 

Leaf sugar 



Cases 

v 1,750 

300 , 


Crystal sugar .. 




2,750 


5,0t9 

Matches 



Coses 

10 

30 

130 

Paints, colours, ami indigo 



„ 

Bundle® .. 

c 


20 

Ilennn 



l'J 



Cotton goods .. 



Bales 

118 

250 

258 

Woollen goods.. 



Cases 

■l 

10 


Velvets ami plushes 



8 



Gold thread 




5 



Drugs 




0 

2 


Window glass.. 



t! 

100 



Glasswnte 



Bundles 

17 


8 

Iron Glassware.. 



135 


629 

Iron hoops 




•10 


219 

Empty cartridges 



Cases 

84 



Wall pa|>cr 



„ 

08 


1 

China mot 



Bundles .. 

■M 



Wood for date boxes 



3,700 


9,600 

Machinery 



Cases 

■j 


Provisions 

Miscellaneous— 



- 

127 

56 

125 

Local 



Packages .. 

ICO 



Up country .. 



„ 

313 

30 

124 

Other 




G15 



Perfumery 



Cases 



2 

Furniture 





21 

28 

Leather 






1 

Wines 



Cases 


52 

11 

Tea. 






130 

Deer .. 




.. 


20 

Kerosene 





50 

7,600 

Total packages 




10,020 

813 

23,701 


Exports. 


1900—7. 

1907-8. 

Value. 

Barloy .. .. .. / 

Wheat .. .. .. / 

Gum 

Linseed .. .. .. ^ 

Sesame .. 

Tobacco .. .. .. 

Opium 

Various .. .. .. .. 

Total .. .. { 

Tons 

Bags 

Tons 

Bags 

Tons 

Bags 

Buudles .. 
Chests 
Puckagcs .. 

Tons 

Bags, &c. .. 

3,743 (bulk) 
480 

44(bulk) 
3,673 

2,770 

700 

421 

‘is 

116 

721(bulk) 

2,562 

122 

220 

43 

803 

217 

ioi 

£ 

6,160 

25,503 

*149 

124 

271 

2,695 

412 

3,787 

8,203 

3,329 

963 







Imports. 

Total 23,701 packages imported, and 813 consigned direct to Ahwaz, against 
10,026 packages altogether in 11106-7. This large increase is chiefly explained by:— 

1. An import of 7,550 cases of kerosene by Wonckhaus and Co., who sold it as a 
lot to three native merchants at 14 krans per case wholesale, and at 17 krans per single 
case of two tins each. 
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2. An increase in the bundles of wood for date boxes imported from 3,700 to 9,000. 
This wood was consigned to a Jew in Bussorah, who packs dates near Mohammerah, 
and as a rule is Swedish or from Fiumc. The agront for the Government of Mysore 
Forest Department has made several inquiries of the consulate to know if he can place 
Indian wood on the Gulf market, and the opportunity will now be taken to ascertain 
if he can produce any articles as cheap as the common white Swedish or Fiume 
pine wood, for which there is a very largo demand every year in Bussorah during the 
date season. 

3. An increase in the import of crystal and loaf sugar from 2,7 50 bags and 
1,750 cases to 5,049 bugs and 300 cases. 

Of this increased amount 2,000 bags were, I am informed, consigned to Ter Meulen 
Gratama and Co., the Dutch firm in Ahwaz; 2,150 lxigs was crystal sugar ordered by 
Molijunnierah native merchants from Hamburg. 

Cotton yoods .—Quite 296 bales of piece goods and covers of the total amount 
imported were imported by the Dutch firm Ter Meulen and Gratama in Ahwaz, and are 
manufactures of Van Heek and Zonen, of Enschede in Holland. (See reference to 
cotton goods under Bush ire heading.) Apparently their native agent in Ispahan used 
to sell them there, but they have lately, 1 am told, been debarred from competition with 
Ziegler’s for these Dutch goods. 

Tea. —This, curiously enough, is also an import by the Dutch firm from Holland, 
eighty-six chests being sent up to Ahwaz. 

Exports. 

Save for its first five ships at the close of 1907 the German firm has been unable 
onuccount of the I Kid harvest, to purchase grain (just us British firms), at Bussorah, 
Mohammerah, and the figures show a falling off of 3,000 tons of barley, with an increase 
of 2,000 tons of wheat. The other exports are insignificant. The last five steamers 
passed down river homeward bound witlioufc calling at Mohammerah. 

It is to be noted, however, that Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. have purchased on an 
eight yearn' lease a site on the Karim hank for a wharf. 

J H. G. 0. 


[21241] No. 037. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received June 7.) 

(No. M2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 0, 1000. 

ACTION of Russian military authorities at Tabreez. 

I have received the following telegram No. M l from Ilis Majesty’s consul-general 
at Tabreez:— 

“The main incidents preceding the bast are as follows:— 

“ The manager of the Russian Road Company, on the 20th May, urgently pressed 
my Russian colleague to send in to the vice-governor a claim against Sattar Khan and 
his followers for damage caused by them to the company’s property, amounting to 
22,000 roubles. M. Miller tells me that, in order to keep this gentleman quiet and put 
an end to his accusations of personal slackness pending the arrival of a governor- 
general, lie put in the claim. 

“ A quarrel took place on the 2Gtli May in the iUikmohad quarter between two 
rival lieutenants of Sattar Klmn, Naib Hussein, and Nail) Yusuf, both of whom are 
notorious scoundrels. Yusuf, with some partisans, fired on Hussein’s house, but no 
damage was done. Hussein lied to the vice-governor’s house and afterwards to the 
Russian consulate-general, where ho sought refuge. My Russian colleague requested 
the vice-governor to investigate the matter. The latter made an enquiry, but failed to 
take any definite steps. 

“ Consequently, a company of Russian troops went on the 20th May to the scene of 
the quarrel, where they arrested Yusuf, his brother, and five of their companions, who 
were carrying arms in defiance of the orders of the governor-general. Two of these 
men were subsequently released. After the arrest, the troops blew up the houses of 
Yusuf and his brother. 

“The alleged reason for this step was that, under the instructions given to the 
Russian general, it was their duty to prevent armed encounters in.the town. 
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“ A Russian subject, one Sheilik Ali Asgar, who is a mullah and a prominent 
member of the Anjuman, was arrested on the same day by order of my Russian 
colleague and deported for trial in Russia. M. Miller tells mo that this man has shown 
strong anti-Russian feeling, speaking slightingly of tho Czar and his Government, and 
has held up one of his own servants to ridicule. 

“A bad character,likewise a Russian subject and a Nationalist, had been arrested 
previous to this and sent to Russia, where he was wanted by the police for smuggling. 
Similar charges have motived the arrest at Julfa of other Russian Nationalists. 

“ I have submitted the draft of the above to my Russian colleague, and he has 
expressed agreement with my statement of the facts. I, on my part, agree with him 
that the general public looked without particular ehiotion on the above-recorded events, 
although the more hot-headed Nationalists were disturbed and offended by them.” 


[21242] No, 61S. 

.Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 443.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 6, 1909. 

ATTITUDE of Russian consul-general at Tabreez. 

I learn from Ilis Majesty’s consul-general at Tabreez, with reference to my 
telegram Xo. 4-10 of tho 4th June, that he fears that unpleasant consequences may 
result to his Russian colleague for his neglect in the matter of the full report, which 
was, he is sure, a mere accident. Mr. Wratislaw is afraid that the Russian Government 
believe M. Miller not to be on good terms with him. They are, on the contrary, he 
assures me, excellent friends, and as a colleague he is all that could be desired. 

I have communicated to my Russian colleague this testimony to tho good feeling 
between the two consuls-general. 


[21243] No. 019. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 444.) 

(Telegraphic.) ^ P. Tehran , June 0, 1909. 

1 LEARNT to-day from M. Sabline that lie has received a proposal from tho 
Persian Government that the Cossack brigade should be increased by 250 men. 

Upon my remarking that a bad impression would be caused by such an increase, 
and that the present was not an opportune moment for it, my Russian colleague replied 
that this was no new idea; in fact, for some time past it had been intended to 
bring the force up to a strength of 2,000 by an increase of 500 men. lie added, 
however, that possibly the increase of only 250 men now proposed could not be realised 
at ouee, owing to the present financial difficulties of the Persian Government. 
(Reference is to my telegram No. 430 of tho 1st instant.) 


[21265] No. 620. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward (trey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 445.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 7, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 2S1 and Sir F. Berjio’s No. 77. 

(R.) “ In response to representations from the two legations, auother telegram to 
Nasr-ul-.Mulk has boon drafted by the Shah. It is curt, but states distinctly that he 
has been appointed President of tho Council and Minister of Finance. I trust that if 
Naar-ul-Mulk cannot return at once ho will make it quite clear in his reply that ho 
accepts and will return as soon ns possible. It would bo well that we should know 
wording of his reply.” (End of R.) 

(The following is confidential.) 

Perhaps the causes of tho recent hitch had bettor not bo examined into. Saad-od- 
Dowleh wishes to bo appointed President of the Council himself, and ho is not above 
having recourse to tortuous methods. I should greatly regret his appointment to the 
[1(U D] 4 N 
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post, although he has, I admit, done useful work. He has been practically dictator 
long enough, and the Nationalists distrust him, and in order that confidence may be 
restored and the Minister for Foreign Affairs’ influence counteracted, the presence of 
Nasr-ul-Mulk is much to be desired. 


[ 21275 ] No. 621. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 446.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek, June 7, 1909. 

BUSHIRE customs. 

The temporary arrangement referred to in my telegram No. 396 of the 16th May 
lias given place to normal conditions, which now prevail at Bunder Abbas and 
Bushire. 

As regards our share of the receipts at the former port during the nationalist 
regime (see my telegrams Nos. 167 and 169), I propose to hand over the sum to which 
this amounts, i.c., 5,000 tomans, to the bank, as, owing to the decline of receipts at 
Bushire, their interest is in arrear. I shall inform the Persian Government of this 
step. 


[ 21295 ] No. 622. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 447.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 7, 1909. 

ST. PETERSBURG! I telegram No. 290. 

May I now sign convention subject to exchange of notes proposed (see my 
telegram No. 409) ? 

Preamble runs as follows:— 

“ The following agreement is made between the Governments of Persia and Great 
Britain.” 

I presume that this is sufficient ? 


1121054 ] * No. 623. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 287.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 7, 1909. 

PERSIAN programme. 

Russian Ambassador in Paris and Sir F. Bertio are being instructed to act together 
in showing the text of note enclosed in your despatch No. 87 of the 22nd April to the 
Nasr-ul-Mulk. The Russian Government raise no objection to programme being thus 
communicated to him confidentially. 

For reference please see Sir F. Bertie’s telegram No. 75 of the 29th May. 


[ 21450 ] No. 624. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Eicolson. 

(No. 728.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 7, 1909. 

RUSSIAN action at Tabrcez. Your telegram No. 288 of the 5th June. 

Count Beuckendorff has given me explanations similar to those given you by 
M. Isvolskv. 1 le said that the Russian authorities were not at all responsible for Bngher 
and Sattnr Khan having taken refuge at the Turkish consulate, which was, in fact, duo 
to the Turkish consul’s intrigues. 

1 asked the Ambassador to make it quite clear to his Government that I wanted to 
be able to defend the military action of Russia as boing in harmony with the policy of 
the Auglo-Russiau Convention and with their own assurances, and that my anxiety 
about the matter was due to this. I recognized that Russian influence had been 
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Sir 0. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—-[Received June 8.) 


(Tologrnphic.) I’. Tehran, June 7, 1909. 

KKRMANSIIAH ami Moliammerah comudateu. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 281 ot the 4th Juno. 

Ail application tor nick leave has been received from < 'aplain Haworth. Major Cox 
ha« suggested, and I concur in his Huggculiiiii, that in the event of there being any 
delay in the selection and appointment t if a new man for His Majesty's consulate at 
Moluunlneruli, Mr. Wilson, of the oil guard, might take charge in the interim. When. 
ilnelVuigall gents to Ki rmanahah from Moluimmerah I presume Jiis salarynud allowance 
will remain the same. 
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established in Northern Persia before the signature of the convention; I was not jealous 
ol that influence, nor did 1 wish to utilise the convention as a means to diminish it, but 
I was anxious that it should be used by the Russians themselves in such a manner as 
wordd be helpful in the development on natural lines of Persia’s internal government 
and consistent with Russiau independence. I concurred in deprecating any Turkish 
interference, but I pointed out that, if a withdrawal of Russian troops did not begin, 
the Turks might claim that a strategical question had been raised by the Russian 
occupation, ana that, to protect themselves from having their flank turned, they must 
adopt an active policy and take measures similar to those taken by the Russians. If I 
were questioned I would not be able to say that the maintenance at Tabreer. of a large 
Russian force was, under present circumstances, necessary ; the best answer to tho 
charges now being made would be the withdrawal of a large part of tho Russian troops, 
and such a step would have an excellent elfoct. 

Count Benckendorrt said that he hoped that a decision in this sense was now being 
taken by a council of Ministers, and that the Russiau Minister for Foreign Affairs quite 
held this view. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 79.) 

Sir, Foreign Office. June 7, 1901), 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 87 of the 22nd April last, reporting what 
passed at tho audience which you and your Russian colleague had with the Shah on 
the 29th April, to present the aide-memoire containing the general representations by 
tho two Powers to His Majesty. 

I approve the terms of this statement. 

I have, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[21357J No. 626. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received June 8.) 

(No. 449.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, June 7, 1909. 

DRAFT electoral law has been telegraphed to the nationalist provincial 
assemblies for approval. 


[21478] 


No. 627. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward 

GIo. 450.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

MESHED situation. 


Grey.—[Received June 8.) 

Gulahek, June 8, 1909. 


I have received the following telegram, No. 
at Meshed:— 


28, from His Majesty’s consul-general 


Four days ago, subsequent on tho attempt on tho life of the Karguzar, the leading 
shrine official was murdered in his own house. In tho neighbourhood of tho two 
consulates-goneral there was heavy firing this morning, and some shots struck these 
buildings, lo-day a murder has been committed in the assembly. 

r Although the situation is serious, there is no special reason for anxiety as to the 
safety of Europeans.'’ 
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[21461] 


No. G28. 


Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay .— (Received June 8.) 

(No. 561.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Brnhire, June 8, 1909. 

SITUATION at Bushire. 

The following continues my telegram No. 507 of the 0th June. 

Yesterday morning before dawn the Tangistanis were ejected, and in the evening 
Seyyid Murtnza was captured, after some casualties had occurred in the course of an 
energetic resistance. Much credit attaches to the governor for the effective manner in 
which he dealt with the situation. 




[21054] No. 629. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 251.) 

Sir, Foreign U/fice, June 8, 1909. 

1 INSTRUCTED llis Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg!! to ascertain 
whether the Russian Government would have any objection to the communication to 
Nasr-ul-Mulk of the text of the programme of reforms presented to the Shabby llis 
Majesty's and the Russian representatives at Tehran. 

Sir A. Nicolson has now reported that the Russian Government are willing that 
this should be done, and 1 have accordingly to request your Excellency to concert with 
your Russian colleague with a view to handing a copy of that documont to Nasr-ul, 
Mnl k. 

In making this communication to Nasr-ul-Mulk, your Excellency should express to 
him thi’ hope of llis Majesty’s Government that, if he cannot return to Persia at once, 
ho will state clearly in his reply to the Shah's invitation that he accepts the post 
offered to him, and that he will afford to His Majesty’s Government an opportunity of 
seeing the text of his answer, llis Majesty’s Government trust that he will return to 
Persia as soon as possible. 

I transmit to your Excellency herewith printed copies of Sir G. Barclay's despatch 
No. 87 of the 22nd April, 0 containing as an inclosure the text of the note in question. 
Your Excellency should hand a copy of this note to Nasr-ul-Mulk without, however, 
giving him a copy of the covering despatch. 

I am, Ac. 

> E. GREY. 


[21295] No. 630. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 8, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 5th instant,relative to the proposed settlement 
between llis Majesty’s and the Russian Governments of questions connected with 
telegraph lines in Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to 
you herewith copy of a further telegram from llis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran on tlio 
subject.t 

The views of Viscount Morley respecting the immediate signature of the Anglo- 
l’crsian Convention wore asked for in my letter above referred to, and, with regard to 
the remainder of the telegram, 1 am to stall! that Sir E. Grey proposes, if his Lordship 
concurs, to inform Sir G. Barclay that the preamble quoted appears to His Majesty's 
Government to be sufficient for the purpose for which it is intended. 

1 am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


* No. as#. 


t No 


CS2. 












of the organised attack contemplated by Major Reunion, though certainly remote, is 
nevertheless less so than at Seistan. 

No doubt it would be an excellent thing in itself if all the consulates in Persia 
could be rendered immune against any such danger; yet the very considerable 
expenditure entailed, and the stir which would inevitably be provoked by theso 
measures of defence, would not, in my opinion, be, justified by the risk to which our 
consulates are exposed. 

(Reference is to your telegram No. 274 ol the 3rd June.) 


[21573] No. 635. 

Sir G. Lorther to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received June 9.) 

(No. 195.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 331 of the 2nd June I have received the 
following from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad :— 

‘‘Sir William Willcocks expresses the hope that something may be accomplished 
at Kcrkha, and that the Ottoman Government will be induced to execute the project 
which ho has proposed. He does not intend to return to London this year.” 


[21574] No. 630. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 288.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 9, 1909. 

I THINK you are right in suggesting that we should not press for the recall of 
Zil-es-Sultan if your Russian colleague tloes not seem to favour the idea (see your 
telegram No. 453 of to-day’s date). 


[21613] No. G37. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 

(No. 360.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, June 5, 1909. 

WHEN 1 lmd the honour to receive your telegrams Nos. 713 and 718 of the 3rd 
instant, explaining your views in regard to the reported action of the Russian general 
at Tabrosz, I asked M. Isvnlsky to lie good enough to accord me an interview. His 
Excellency, having to be present in the Duma, was unable to see me until the evening, 
and 1 prepared a private and confidential memorandum to leave with him, of which I 
have the honour to transmit a copy. At the time of writing it there was some little 
doubt as to what had actually happened at Tnbreez, and 1 therefore alluded to the 
action of the Russian general, not so positively ns a fact as I should have done had I 
been then in possession of information which subsequently reached me. 

In the first place, I spoke to M. Isvolsky in the sense desired by you ; and I begged 
his Excellency to send renewed instructions to the Russian general to keep strictly 
within the limits of his original orders, and I again urged that in any case a portion of 
the troops should he withdrawn. M. Isvolsky said that since he hail last seen me he 
had received some further telegrams from the Russian consul, from which it would 
appear that a Nationalist named Youssouf was complete master of a certain quarter in 
Tnbreez, and that lie had had a grudgo against another Nationalist, which developed 
into a disturbance between the partisans of the two individuals, during which shots 
were exchanged, and a general hubbub had ensued. The other Nationalist had fled at 
first to the Persian vice-governor, who was powerless to afford any protection, and he 
bad then taken refuge with the Russian consul. The vice-governor was without troops 
or police, and the Russian general had consequently taken the matter into his own 
hands, and arrested sorno of the disturbers of the peace. He had also blown up two 
houses and a barricade, the removal of which he had requested during some days past. The 
Russian consul had informed the vice-governor that he would he pleased to transfer to 
him the men whom be had in custody, but that the vice-governor had requested that 
tlioy should lie retained at the Russian consulate, as he had no means of keeping them, 
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[21586] No. 635 a. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 9.) 

(No. 296.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ffifSti— to. U» TSJ&Zi 

", Sot, 


St. Petersburgh, June 9,1909. 


of that’department only. He suggested that Saad-ed-Dowleh, who was not UKeiy, no 
feared, to work harmoniously with others, would do better as Presu en o e 
than Nasr-ul-Mulk. Saad-ed-Dowleh is a relative of Isaac Khau 

I told Isaac Khan that there was nothing more to be said on the subject, as the 
nost of President of the Council had already been accepted by Nasr-ul-Mulk. who I 
[rusted would soon be on his way to Tehran. I observed that the two functionaries 
must make up their minds to work in harmony. n , . • 

Isaac Khan told me that on Friday next , Ala-ed-Dowlchi would be leaving Berlin 
for Tnbreez, and that he ought to reach tho latter place in ten days from the date 
his departure. 


[21595] No. 635 b. 

Consul-General Co: r to Sir G. Barclay.—(Received at Foreign Office June 9.) 

MERAH ^ ^ W ° 9 ' 

I did not reply at once to your telegram of the 3rd June, which repeated a telegram 
from the Foreigh Office, as I was hoping to see Reynolds on hi. way through. 
However, I did not hear of bis coming until too late, and therefore missed my chance ol 

” UD f’iretiy, with reference to the loan, I informed the sheikh, as I bad been instructed, 
of His Majesty’s Government’s willingness to lend him 5,000 or G.000, but he begged 

for 10,000, saying that, the smaller sum was not enough. 

After having undertaken to ask for 10,000 1 can hardly repeat the offer of tho smaller 
sum, nor would the sheikh lie any the more likely to accept it if at the same time the 
question of the payment of rent by the company were to be raised As, moreover, l 
have received a letter from him by the present mail in which he presses for an 
immediate settlement of tho matter, I recommend reconsideration of the grant ot 

As to the first condition imposed by tho sheikh, if bo or tbe tribal headsmen were 
to learn that the company had at this stage of the proceedings categorically declared 
that buildings would eventually become the property of the Central Government, they 
would be much upset. For the purposes of article 3 of the concession, would it not >e 
possible to regard tbe sheikh and tribesmen as “proprietors ? Or, if this is not 
feasible, I would suggest that, after verifying the facts as far ns possible, the sheikh 
should lie informed that his firman, which wo have never actually seen, lieurs a later 
date than the oil concession. He might at the same time lie advised not to raise the 
question for the present, but to be satisfied with an undertaking on the company s 
part, that the buddings will be left and that, when the time comes, the matter will lie 
settled with the Persian Government. With regard to the sheikh’s fourth stipulation, 
presume the same argument would apply. » 

I should, however, be glad to learn tbe views of Ilis Majesty s Government and ol 
the company, ns it is almost certain that the sheikh will enquire ns to the altitude ol 
the former. 

Reynolds's draft agreement, list of requirements; 

Second paragraph : At the point selected, where the company thought that the 
breadth of Abadan Island was 1 mile, it turns out in reality to be 2 miles. 

Fourth paragraph : It was not to lie expected that the sheikh included m the price, 
which was agreed upon for the plot of land and pipe line on Abadan Island, the grant 
[1619] 4 0 
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of land for building on the bank of the Karun River, either at Mohammerah or Ahwaz, 
and Reynolds’s telegram to his principals dated the 22nd April makes it clear that ho 
did not do so. 

I did not think that it was worth my while discussing the other details of the 
requirements in Reynolds's draft agreement until a settlement had been come to 
concerning the broad preliminaries. However, I do not think there is anything, with 
the exception of the above points, to which the sheikh is likely to object. Alter the 
settlement of the preliminary conditions, which are now under correspondence, I thought 
that the company's local agent could arrange these details with the sheikh. 


327 


having no police or other force at his disposal. The consul said that the vice-governor 
and the greater part of the inhabitants had expressed their satisfaction at the action ot 
the Russian general. The Russian consul did not apparently connect the proceedings 
of Sattar Khan and his companions in taking refuge in the Ottoman consulate with the 
above occurrences. He seemed to consider that the course followed by the above 
individuals was the result of some previous intercourse between them and the Ottoman 
consul. As to the other incident, the arrest of some other Russian subjects, I need not 
perhaps report, as in reality it is a matter solely within the province ot the Russian 

a ” After M. Isvolsky had made me acquainted with the substance of the information 
which had reached him, 1 gave him my memorandum to read, so that lie should refresh 
his memory of what I had stated verbally. His Excellency said that lie most sincerely 
trusted that His Majesty’sGovernment were not intending to magnify an isolated incident, 
and to base on it any change in the course which the two Governments had hitherto 
pursued in common. The close co-operation of the two Governments must on no 
account whatsoever he weakened in the slightest He perfectly understood that em¬ 
barrassing and troublesome questions might be asked in Parliament, and lie quite appre¬ 
ciated the views which you had expressed as to the position in which you might possibly 
be placed. Still, even admitting that the Russian general had gone further than he 
ought to have done, or than was necessary, this surely did not aflord sumcient reason 
for the two Governments to separate from each other. There could be no possible 
question of the Russian Government, taking an active part against the Nationalists, 
and he really did not see why His Majesty’s Government should contemplate the possi¬ 
bility of themselves taking a part against the Shah. His Majesty was now a constitutional 
Sovereign, and had really no part or lot in what had occurred at Tabreez. He could 
promise me that renewed instructions would again he sent to the Russian general to 
restrict himself closely to the duty of protecting Russian subjects mid institutions, as 
well as foreigners, anti not to interfere in local affairs. As to the withdrawal ot the 
troops, or a portion of them, he could assure me that the Russian Government bail no 
desire to retain them longer than was necessary. He himself was of opinion that a 
portion of them could now be withdrawn, and he would, at a meeting to-morrow ot the 
special committee which dealt with Persian affairs, advise that such a step should be 
taken. Ho could not promise that the committee would agree, and the military 
members or others might not consider the moment opportune, but he would give bis 
voice in favour of the step. . . , 

He could tell me confidentially that he bad reproved the Russian consul lor not 
having fully reported the incident with the Nationalists when it occurred, as it had 
placed him in an embarrassing position. He remarked that it was essential that no 
divergence of views or of notion should arise between the two Governments just prior 
to the meeting of the two Emperors in Finnish waters. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 637. 

Memorandum 6y Sir A. Nirolaon. 

(Private and Confidential.) , 

CONSIDERABLE uneasiness is being felt in London at the reported action of the 
Russian troops at Tabreez. Sir E. Grey fully recognises that the Russian Government 
have hitherto puisued a policy which was strenghthening the good relations between 
the two Governments, and was likely to have a beneficial effect in Persia. It would lie 
the greatest misfortune if this policy were to be endangered by the action of the Russian 
troops at Tabreez. There appears to be some ground for fearing that tho Russian 
military authorities at Tabreez arc taking an active part against the Nationalists. It is 
to lie hoped that this is not really tho case, as, if so, it would render the continuance of 
a passive attitude on the part of Ilis Majesty’s Government impossible, and the British 
authorities might eventually be drawn into intervening against the Shall. The deplor¬ 
able situation would then arise of each country supporting different sides. It is earnestly 
to be desired that the strictest instructions be again sent to the Russian general to 
keep most carefully within the limits of his original orders, which were to protect 
foreigners and abstain from ull intervention in internal affairs. The most effective 
measure for allaying all misunderstandings and misapprehensions would undoubtedly be 
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to withdraw a portion of the Russian troops, whose numbers in reality exceed what is 
required by the situation. . . , 

Sir E. Grey is most anxious to maintain the closest co-operation with the llussian 
Government in all Persian affairs; and lie knows well that this is equally the desire of 
the Imperial Government. He would deeply regret if, in reply to questions m larlia- 
ment, he was not able to deny that the Russian general had gone beyond the declared 
instructions and intentions the Russian Government, and be forced to admit that the 
two Governments were no longer acting in unison. 

The Russian and British representatives have called on their respective consuls at 
Tabreez for reports as to what actually occurred before Sat tar Khan and others took 
“ bast ,r at the Turkish consulate-general; and it is to be hoped that these reports will 
throw more light on the situation. 

St. Pdersburgh, May 22 (June 4), 1909. 


[21614] 


Sir A. NlCokon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 


(No. 361.) 

gj,. t St. Pelcrsburgh, June (», 1909. 

ON receipt of your telegram No. 720 of the 4th instant, relative to the attitude 
which the Russian authorities might assume towards Sattar Khan and his companions, 

I addressed a private letter to M. Isvolsky, stating that if these individuals left Persian 
territory of their own free-will there was no necessity to accord them any special 
guarantees ; while if they were deported either at the request of the Russian authorities 
or in consequence of the action which the latter were assumed to have taken against 
them, it would he considered that some important Nationalist leaders were lxjing 
expatriated to please the Shah and the reactionary party. I expressed the opinion that 
1 was sure that the creation of such an impression was far from his Excellency's desire. 

I added as my personal opinion that it seemed to me that the question of “ hast was 
one which the Turkish authorities should arrange with the Persian Government, and 
that the Russian authorities had nothing to say n the matter. Moreover, as a 
general amnesty had been proclaimed for political offences, I did not see what Sattar 
Khan and his friends had to fear from their authorities. 

M. Isvolsky asked me to call upon him this afternoon, and he read to me the 
instructions which he had sent to M. Sabline. They were to'the effect that the refuge 
Sattar Khan and his friends had taken at the Turkish consulate was apparently due to 
some encouragement on the part of the Ottoman consul-general, and had nothing to 
do with certain incidents which had recently occurred at Tabreez. M. Sabline was to 
inform the Turkish charge d’affaires that the question of “ hast " was one to be settled 
between him and the Persian Government, and that the Russian authorities did not 
wish to intervene in the matter. The Russian authorities had no reason to take any 
action against Sattar Khan and ids companions, hut, on the contrary, that they had 
been ready to afford them protection. It the above-mentioned individuals wished to 
leave Peisia voluntarily and crossed the Russian frontier, the competent authorities 
would be ready to afford them facilities. 

1 tnld his Excellency that these instructions, which he had communicated to 
the Turkish Ambassador here, seemed to me satisfactory and to place the matter on a 
proper footing. 

M. Isvolsky said that the departure of Sattar Khun from Persia had been raised 
by the Ottoman Government and not by him, and he had merely said that their 
departure might he of advantage to the cause of tranquillity. 

As the instructions to M. Sabline will, presumably, supersede the note which was 
shown t" me by Turklmu Pasha, and which replied to a communication from Ritual 
Pasha, 1 did not consider ii necessary to inform his Excellency that in that note the 
Russian Government hud stated that “ilimporte” that Sattar Khan should leave the 
country. The question has now, 1 submit, been put on proper lines, and it can bo left 
to the Ottoman and Persian authorities to settle it between themselves. 

These incidents at Tabreoz have certainly been most unfortunate, and l trust that 
now that a frank interchange of views has taken place they will not lead to any further 
consequences. It would indeed be deplorable if they were to affect in any way the 
understanding between the two Governments, which in my humble opinion it is so 
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essential to maintain, not only with reference 
which may possibly be of even more moment. 


to Persian affairs, but in other matters 

1 have, &o. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[21678] No * G39 - 

India Office to foreign Office.— {Received June 10.) 

• THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, ami by direction of V iscount Morley, 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter from t 
Government of India dated the 20th May, 1009, with enclosures, relative to irrigation m 
the Karun district of Ahwaz. 

India Office , June 9, 1909. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 039. 

Government of India to Viscount A lorley. 

Mv Lord Simla, May 20, 1009, 

‘ - WE have the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, the accom¬ 
panying copy of a letter dated the 4th April, 1909, with enclosures, from the 
Political Resident' in the Persian Gulf, on the subject of irrigation m the Karun district 

2 . Sir William Willcocks’s opinion as to the potential wealth of file Karim valley 
only confirms the importance of retaining our present position of paramount influence 
with the Sheikh of Mohnmmcrnh, and of preventing him from procuring from other 
than British sources the funds for its exploitation. 

I [is Majesty’s Government will doubtless take into consideration the view which 
Sir William Wdlcocks has expressed, as to the desirability of giving a scheme of 
irrigation from the Kerkha River preference over the Alnynz scheme, should the 
sheikh decide to grant a concession to a British company in consideration for the 
loan of 5,000/. or G,000i. which it is proposed to negotiate through the Anglo-Perstan 

OUComptmy - We have, Ac. 

MINTO. 

KITCHENER. 

IT. ADAMSON. 

,T. O. MILLER. 

W. L. HARVEY. 
G. E. WILSON. 

S. P. SIN 1IA. 


Iuclosure 2 in No. 639. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) , , IMtire April 4, 1900. 

WITH reference to Sir George Barclay’s telegram of the 12th March informing 
you that I was honing to meet Sir William Wdlcocks in thu Shntt-ol-Arub, I have the 
honour to report that 1 was able to do so on the 22nd and 23rd instant. 

2 . I hail hoped, after hearing Sir William’s preliminary views, to have proceeded 
up the Karun with him, hut owing to the nationalist developments here, was unub'e 

Mr. McDouall, however, was good enough to till the breaoh, mid 1 now have the 
honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, a copy of an informal 
letter written to me by Sir William on his return, giving me his views, and a copy 
of the report submitted to His Majesty’s Minister by Mr. McDouall as the result 
of his trip. . , . 

The salient consideration to winch 1 beg to invite attention without delay is that 
[1619] 4 l> 
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Sir William Willcocks, who is I suppose the first authority in the world oil such a 
question, considers that the best interests of the Sheikh of Mohammerahi lie « the 
postponement of the Ahwak scheme for some years, and in making a start with a scheme 

from the Kerkha. ... » , .» 

Without further study, I cannot offer any useful observations with regard to the 
latter project, and think it advisable not to delay laying the present papers before 

A copy of this letter and the first enclosure is Ix-iug forwarded to His Majesty s 
Minister. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 639. 

Sir H\ Willcocks lo Major Cox. 

Mohammerah, March 26, 1009. 

Tl l E Knrun is eminently suited for irrigation by means of a regulating weir at 
Ahvraz, which could— 

1 On the left hank, irrigate directly some 1,000,000 acres and send out a feed 
canal to supply any deficiencies' in the Jermhi and so ensure the irrigation of another 
500 000 acres. The land is very good on the upper halt and capable of being easily 
washed and reclaimed in the other half. As the floods both in time and in quantity are 
very suitable, rice and dates would lie the principal crops, and alter them the winter 
cereals and beans. Itice is the best paying crop everywhere here. 

2. On the right bank'send out a feeder to supply all deficiencies of the Kerkha, it 
there are deficiencies. ..... , . , , .• , < . 

By restoring the turned dam on the Kerkha (an easy work indeed us the Kerkha is 
one-third the Karun) it would lx- possible to restore the ancient irrigation and fertility 
of the country round Hawisea and to the east of Kliusk Ilnwisea, Khusk Bam, and 
Hadudieh. Hero we have 750,000 acres capable of irrigation. 

I consider both the above projects very easy and very remunerative, especially the 
Kerkha project, which might be undertaken immediately and on which 250,000/. might 
be advanced. , , , , . . .. 

Now l hate suggesting anything which would delay the development of a country 
bo capable of development and which is far behind the worst parts under Turkish rule. 
(The desolation one sees is appalling. There is nothing like it under the luik.) 1 must, 
however, snv that the 3,000,1)00 (kite trees on the Slintt-el-Amb depend almost entirely 
for their well-being on the Kanin; and as a very fair proportion »f these trees is 
the property of the sheikhs of Mohammerah and Kowoit it would be unwise and unfair 
to touch tills Karun until the Turks have had time to make the Sliatt-el-Arab planta¬ 
tions dependent on the Tigris and Euphrates. Now, it must be recognised that all the 
disorganisation of the lower reaches of the Tigris and Euphrates is caused by the Karun 
Cutting across their entrance into the gulf and damming il up with its muddy waters. 
In a matter of eight years the Turks should have been able to make the irrigation of 
the Shalt-el-Arab plantations dependent on the Tigris and Euphrates, and then Macduff 
might lay on. . , , . 

In my wildest dreams I never thought that the Karim and Kerkha were such fane 
streams and commanded such splendid hinds. As far as the British enterprising public 
are concerned the knowledge gained by our consuls in south-west Persia might just as 
well have been recorded in reports, put into leaden boxes, and then thrown into the 
deepest part of the Persian Gulf. Why should not our Minister get options for tho 
Ahum, Bnnd-i-Kir, Kerkha, Susa, Dizful, and Shushter weirs and canals and see what 
can I»1 (lime with them f The discovery of oil near Shushter will revolutionise the 
country mid make all works easy. By the time the oil is ready, we should he ready or 
others will step in and reap the benefit of all our studies. 

The Sheikh of Mohammerah might bo asked to grant a strong escort and make a 
reconnaissance of the Kerkha dam. In llerwisli days on the Nile i made a recon¬ 
naissance of tho Nile under Derwish rule at the second cataract with an escort of 230 
cavalry. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 639. 

Consul McDouall to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 13.) Mohammerah, March 27, 1909. 

b ‘ r ’ I HAVE the honour to report that at the suggestion’of Major Cox I accompanied 
that both the Karun and Kerkha are unusually easy streams 

toS- a,. to M. «».M I- —I 

could supplement it. This project, though probably costing double that tor the lVerkh , 

W ^bte"rr5ii^tw^ks on the Karun at present is that the silt from 
tho Karun is the great fertiliser of all tho gardens on the Slmtt-e -Arab, this silt being 
carried'up the Shutt-el-Arab by the tide a? well as down it by the river current. o 
*?• • .r-.flon works oil tiie Karun would therefore do enormous damage to the 
dTZ^ r ZstoUl-Arob Cth Persian and Turkish. After eight yearn the 
Turks should have carried out irrigation works on the Euphrates and l igns, whichwdl 
release the silt now deposited in marshes, and make the dates on the Shatt-el-Arah 

indep^t of tee K«|h. ^ ^ ^ ba „ k rf the Karun very good on the upper 
half mil could he made so on the lower half by washing and reclaiming. He is o 
opinion that rice and dates should he the principal crop, and then the winter cereals and 
lieu,is All Arabs in Mesopotamia tell him rice is the crop which they prefei. 

Nahr llashim itself is claimed by the Nisam-es-Sultaneh; but the Arabs ol the 
country affected by the Kerkha project are under tho Sheikh ol Mohammerah and 
include the Beni T’ruf. Tho Kerkha now goes into a marsh, depositing nil its silt 

thBr Sir William's opinions appear to confirm the view which I have always held that 
the Kerkha should he the first stream utilized. 

A copy of this despatch is sent to Bushire. &(j 

’■w.’ McDOTJAKL. 


[21736] 


No. 040. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 10.) 


India Office, June 9,1909. 

’ IN reply to your letters of tho 4th. 5th, and 8th instant, us to certain points that 
have to h 'decided in connection with the negotiations now pending with the IWn 
ancHtussiim Governments respecting telegraphlines in Persia, 1 am directed to enclose 
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copy of a note by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department of 
this Office on the subject, and to say that Viscount Morley concurs generally in the 
views expressed by Mr. Kirk. 

The points in question are as follows :— 

1. The immediate signature of the agreement with the Persian Government as to 
the Arabistan lines. 

2. 'fhe reservation of Russian rights on the Arabistan lines. 

3. The exchange of the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad lines. 

4. The construction of a second wire from Tehran to Shahrud. 

5. The financial position of the Tehran-Khanikin line. 

0. The terms of the preamble to the agreement with the Persian Government as to 
the Arabistan lines. 

As regards (1) and (2), Lord Morley concurs in the proposal that the agreement 
with the Persian Government as to the Arabistan telegraph lines should be signed at 
once; and, in the circumstances, be is prepared to accept the clause which it is suggested 
should be added to the proposed secret agreement with Russia, providing that any 
Russian signallers employed on these lines should be considered as servants of the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department. It would be desirable to secure the stipulation asked 
for by Mr. Kirk, that no expense should be entailed on the department by the arrange¬ 
ments, but Lord Morley would not press this condition if there is a difficulty about its 
acceptance by the Russian Government. 

As regards (3) and (4), it may lie observed that the question of the exchange of 
the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad lines is to some extent connected with that 
of the construction of a second wire from Tehran to Shahrud, which is desired by the 
Russian Government, and to which, in Lord Motley’s opinion, as was indicated in my 
letter of the 14til January last, no objection need bo taken. It would be of advantage 
if action on the proposed exchange could be deferred till the convention as to the 
Arabistan lines has been ratified by the Persian Assembly; and postponement would, 
as pointed out by Mr. Kirk, facilitate the immediate construction of the second wire 
from Tehran to Meshed, the cost of which the Persian Ministry of Telegraphs have 
made arrangements to defray. Should the question of the exchange be raised with the 
Persian Government, it might prove impracticable to proceed with the construction of 
the second wire till the Meshed-Tehran line had passed under Russian control, when 
the matter would no longer concern the British Government. 

As regards (5), Lord Morley concurs in the reply proposed by Sir E. Grey to the 
enquiry of the Russian Government concerning the financial position of the Tehran- 
Khanikin line. Mr. Kirk’s note furnishes the material for supplying any further 
information that may he asked for. 

As regards ((>), Lord Morley concurs in Sir E. Grey’s view that the preamble is 
sufficient, and may be approved. 

I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. G40. 

.Minute by the Director-in-GInef, Indo-European Telegraph Department, of June 7, 1909. 

THIS note will deal with both the Foreign Office letters of the 4th and 5th June. 

The four points raised by the Russian Government are— 

1. The proposed exchange of the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad lines. 
The Russian Government trust the exchange will be proceeded with as soon as possible 
after the signature of the Arabistan Convention. No objection can very well be raised 
to this from the British side, although Sir G. Barclay lias reported in bis telegram of 
the 30th May that the opposition which this exchange will encounter will affect 
unfavourably the chances of the Assembly ratifying the Arabistan Convention. This 
might bo pointed out to the Russian Government, and they might perhaps lie prepared 
to allow the question of the transfer to remain in abeyance until the Assembly bad 
approved the Arabistan Convention. As an inducement to allow the question to remain 
in suspense it might be pointed out to the Russian Government that the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department would at once set about putting up the second wire 
that the Russians desire between Tehran and Shahrud. Sir G. Barclay, in bis telegram 
of the 27th May, speaks of the Russians wanting extra lines, but, to be exact, what 









383* 


Sir 0. Lowlier to Sir F.dwartl Grey—(Received June 10.) 

(Tciogrejiliic.) 1’. Constantinople, June 10, 1909. 

TUIK'O-PliRSlAN fiviuticr. , , 

Itelorriii* to your telegram No. 337 of tho Sil. June, onorootic ropresentations 
Imvn | M ,u„ imulc by till! lVinimi Amlmssiulor at tho Porto on the subject of tho I urkisli 
action referred to in Sir 11. liaivlaVK telegram N'o. 411. ... 

The (irniiil Vizior assured him that Turkey had no intention of permanently 
occupying territory belonging to l’oraio, but the Turkish consulate at Oilman had been 
attacked bv Versiau Kurds, and a Turkish olltcor had been killed, and therefore the 
Turkish < iovomment must take steps to protect their people as long as no 1 eramn 
authority existed. 
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they require is a second wire erected on the existing single-wire line. By the time this 
second wire was iip the Assembly might have passed the Arabistan Convention, and the 
transfer of the line could then be pressed for without detriment to British interests, and 
also to Russian interests as far us the Khanikin line is concerned. 

2. The reservation of Russian rights on the Arabistan lines. The final proposal on 
this subject is that, if Russia should wish at any time to employ signallere on the 
Arabistan lines, such signallers should be attached to the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department, and considered employes of that department. The proposed arrangement 
is not altogether desirable, but it could be worked, and might therefore be agreed to 
subject to the condition that the Indo-European Telegraph Department was not put to 
any expense by it. The Russians do not apparently remember that their Russian 
telegrams will have to he transmitted over tho Indo-European Telegraph Department's 
lines to get to or from the Arabistan lines, and their efficient transmission will not then 
rest with Russian signallers. They could be informed of this when the time comes that 
they wish to employ Russian signallers on the Arabistan lines, and it might make them 
less disposed to avail themselves of the proposed arrangement. 

3. The construction of an extra line from Tehran to Shahrud. I have already dealt 
with this question. The Persian Minister of Telegraphs has asked the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department Director to get the second wire erected, and has arranged for 
payment of the cost of the work, so that it can be commenced at once when I have 
instructions to carry it out. 

4 . The financial position of the Tehran-Khanikin line. Sir G. Barclay’s telegram 
of the 27tli May shows that the Russian Government desire information especially as to 
a payment made by the Indo-European Telegraph Company in connection with this 
line. By an agreement dated the 14th June, 1906, the company obtained from the 
Persian Government a renewal of its telegraph concessions up to 1945, and the 
agreement shows that to obtain this the company made to the Persian Government an 
advance of 40,000/. On the same date the company received from the Persian 
Government a document to the effect that His Majesty the Shah had no objection to 
the company coming to an understanding with the British Government as to taking 
over the Khanikin Tine, and that, if the line was taken over, the conditions for its 
working were to be settled by a convention between the Persian Government and the 
company. The existence of this document may prove of value to the Russian 
Government, as, if they came to terms with the company for working the line, the 
British rights over the line could be passed over nominally to the company without, 
possibly, the opposition the direct transfer to the Russian Government may raise. It 
will be seen that the payment made by the company was for a renewal of their 
concessions, and not in connection with the Khanikin line. 


It appears to me that it is very important that the Anglo-Persian Agreement 
should be signed as soon as possible, as we shall then have an agreement ratified by the 
executive of the Persian Government. Whatever may happen later in the Assembly, 
the executive part of the Government could not afterwards accept any arrangement bv 
which the concessions shown in the agreement, could pass into other hands, and with 
regard to the Arabistan lines, this is an important matter. It would help our position 
also if the signing of the agreement could be kept secret until it has to be put before the 
Assembly. 

H. A. KIRK. 


[21712] No. Gil. 

Sir O Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 

(No. 455.) 

(Telegraphic.) U. Tehran, June 10, 1900. 

MY telegram No. 449 of tho 7th June. 

At the last moment a hitch occurred, and eloctomi law has not yet been forwarded 
to provincial assemblies. There are points in it which may encounter objections from 
the Cabinet. 

(Sent to St. Petersburg!!.) 


r1649] 


4 Q 
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[21736] 


No. 642. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

Foreign Office, June 10, 1009. 


(No. 289.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIAN telegraphs. 

See my telegram No. 739 to Sir A. Nicolson of to-day. «... 

The preamble proposed in your telegram No. 447 of the 7th June will he sufficient. 
No alteration is necessary in the Arahistan agreement, which you may sign at once. 


[21736] No. e43 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

[Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 10,1909. 

PERSIAN telegraphs. 

Please sec my telegram No. 289 to Sir G. Barclay of to-day. 

The declaration, as reported in your telegram No. 279 of the 30th May, and with 
the addition of the elnuso proposed in your telegram No. 290 of the oth June, has my 
approval. You are authorised to act in tiro sense of the first sentence of the third 
paragraph of your tolegram No. 96, dated the 24th February. With reference to the 
remaining points you will receive a reply later. 


[21361] N»- 644 - 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

g; r Foreign Office, June 10, 1909. 

’ I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to bo laid boforo the 
Secretary of State for India, "a copy of a telegram from Uis Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran,* on the subject of the proposed exchange of consulates between His Majesty s 
consuls at Mohaminerali and Kermaushah. 

1 am to enquire the views of Viscount Morley respecting the proposal that Lieutenant 
Wilson should take chargo of His Majesty’s consulate at Mokanunerah when 
Mr. McDouall proceeds to Kermanshah. 

As regards the last sentence of the telegram, I am to say that, it would seem 
advisable to await the observations of the Government of India on tile question of 
permanent exchange of the consulates between the Indian and Home Governments 
before consulting the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury in regard to tlio 
salary and allowance of Mr. McDouall at Kermanshah. 

I am, &c. 

W. LANGLEY. 


[21758J « 15 - 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 

^ Paris, June 9, 1909. 

’ ON receiving to-day your despatch No. 254 of yesterday, I arranged with the 
Russian Ambassador that the Nasr-ul-Mulk, who had asked to see me, and I should 
call on his Excellency together this afternoon. 

What the Nasr-ul-Mulk said on his visit to me he repeated almost in the sanio 
words at our interview with the Russian Ambassador, to whom I learnt' from his 
Excellency he had paid a visit in the morning and had held the same language. It 
was to the following otfect. There had been a consultation lietween the well-known 
French medical authorities, Doctors Dieulalby. Marion, and Cartaigne. They had given 
it as their opinion that the renal affection from which his son was suffering might be 
successfully treated medically, instead of surgically, by a course of writers at Evian 

• Sir G. Uarclay, Telegraphic, June 7, ID0D. 
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which would occupy about six weeks. He had received yesterday from the Shah a 
telegram in the following words: 

“ Le portefeuille du Ministhre des Finances avee la prudence du Couse,1 des 
Ministres ions out dtd confies. Vous etes tenu de hitter votro ddpart. 

The Nasr-ul-Mulk said that the terms of this telegram did not show 

rmmd'tlTa^tKwphTii-truotions which the Russia., Ambassador had 

SL .+-as 

that he hoped to gain the confidence oftheShah, and 

rarrv out the programme or work as Minister for the good o his country lie rel ed on 
H.e lJritish and Russian Governments to enable him to make an honourable retreat 
from office, and to continue to him when out of office the protection to him 
of which thoy had given to him the assurance if he returned to Poreia as lie was about 
tn Ho hv desiro of tlio Shtdv in order to tukc office. . n • , .1 

The Nasr-ul-Mulk then said that ho hoped to be free to start for 
1 r TnKr Ht* m-onosod after arranging with the trench authoiitics ioi the 
Election of^tbe Lffixlu which wefe i be placed at thesernerrof the Pera.an 
Government to go to London there to establish lus son and to confoi with you on 
financial matters,^and then to go to Petersburg!) for the same purpose ou lus way to 

Tell ‘Finally the Nasi- ul-Mulk referred to the disorders on the TurccPersian frontier, 
and to the importance of sending to the scene of the disturbances a capable Persian 
governor, on winch be trusted that the British and Russian legations would insist- 
6 As the Russian Ambassador bad not been turnisbed with the note enclosed 
SirGeorge Barclay’s despatob of the 22nd April I gave him ^ copy ol it. 

aVt FRANCI8 BERTIE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. G45. 

The Shah of Persia to Nasr-ul-Mulk. 

(Tdldgraphique.) [A’on dalee.] 

LE portefeuille du Miniature des Finances avec la pr&sidence du Gonseil des 
Minietres vous out dtd confids. Vous dtea tenu de hater votre ddpart. 


Inclosure 2 in No. G45. 

Nasr-ul-Mulk to the Sliah of Persia. 

(Tdldgraphique.) , , „ [Non datee.] 

REMERCIE liumblement votre Majestd Impdriale sa haute faveur; m incline 
devant sa volontd supreme. Aninid ddsir ardent la seryir, ose compter sur sa protection 
et puissant appui. Nouvelle consultation confirme ldsion rdnale mon fils, qu’on espdre 
combattre par cure Evian, dont rdussite permettra ddpart immddiat pour me charger 
des functions qui me sont attribudes. Supplie permission suivro truitement. 


[21783] 64G - 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received June 11.) 

Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Dear Mr. Mallet, June 9, 1909. 

SHEIKH OF MOHAMMERAH. 

With reference to my interview with you on the 7th instant, it appears to me that 
telegraphic delays are so great that the matters of the loan and details of the lease will 
not Is* settled before this week's mail gets out to Persia. 

I have therefore had prepared, and L now enclose three copies of a form of agree¬ 
ment lie'tween the company and the Sheikh of Mohammerah, such as I am prepared to 
recommend my co-directors to sign. For telegraphic reference 1 call it the “Manadale” 
agreement, and as its clauses are numbered, if any telegraphing about it becomes 
necessary, it will l>e facilitated. 

I suggest that you send one cony to Major Cox direct, and another to Tehran. 
The third copy herewith is for your file. 

Yours truly, 

E. W. WALLACE. 


Inclosure in No. G46. 

Aohkkmknt entered into between the Sardar Arfa, Amir Toman, Sheikh Khazal Khan, 
[bin Madji Jahbur Khan, Sheikh of Mohammerah, on the one part and hereinafter 
called “ the sheikh, 1 ’ and Messrs. Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) of London, 
E.C., on the other part and hereinafter called ” the company,” in respect of land 
required by the latter in the territories of the former, for purposes of their 
business. 

IT is hereby agreed that, in consideration of the payment to him by the coinjNiny, 
of a decennial rental of 6,.500/. the sheikh undertakes to hire to the company an area of 
about G50 jereebs of 4,GG9 square yards per jereeb on Abadan Island situated between 
the villages of Unrein on the north and Hawarda on the south, being Ixmnded on the 
west by the Shnt-el-Arab, and on the east by the Hahmishir River and having a frontage 
of about yards on the former and about yards on the latter, and a strip of land 
for a right of' way connecting the above with the Hahmishir River. 

2 . The sheikh further undertakes to allow the syndicate, free of all costs, to lay 
Ruch pipe-lines as may be necessary in his lands, or in the lands for the time being 
under his jurisdiction or leased or purchased by him from others, and also such 
uncultivated land as limy be heeded by them for telegraph or telephone stations, 
pumping stations, or quarters, for line inspectors or staff, of not more than jereebs 
at each snot. 

3. 'the sheikh further grants to the company the free use of an area or areas 
aggregating 10 jereebs at Alnvnz with river frontages on the Karun for purposes of 
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storing material, erecting store-houses and such other buildings as may be needed for 
the business of the company. If the company select a site or sites on the left bank of 
the Karuu they may select areas located opposite the island in the river and up-stream 
from the garden adjacent to the landing-place used by steamers plying on the Upper 
Karun. If’ the company select areas on the right bank of the river they may select one 
area above the rapids and one below the rapids. 

4. Should the company find the ground selected as above after further examination 
not suitable for their requirements they shall have the right to select other sites of the 
same area and description. Should the company require more uncultivated land 
adjacent to the lands hereby leased to them, sucii land is to be granted to them byr the 
sheikh at the same moderate rate if the company asks for such further land within 
three years from the date of this agreement or if they ask for such laud after three 
years from the date of this agreement they shall pay rental at the market rate 
obtainable in the district for similar land. 

5. The sheikh further undertakes to nominate watchmen for the efficient guarding 
of the property of the company, in each district through which the pipes may be laid, 
or the company’s property exposed to possible loss. He will furnish the representa¬ 
tive of the company with the names of his representatives, who on receipt of a request 
from the company’s representative on the spot will l>e instructed by him to supply 
reliable men for this work. Any changes in the personnel of his representatives, he will 
from time to time advise the company’s representative. 

6 . The guards employed being thus guaranteed by the sheikh, he undertakes to 
indemnify the company for loss incurred by theft of property, when such is in charge of 
the said guards, and in the event of damage done wdfully to pipe-lines, tanks or other 
property of the company, he undertakes to do his best to trace the offenders, and in the 
event of identification, to inflict such punishment as may deter others, in the future, 
from doing the same, and with the object, also, of making the property of the company 
respected in his lands. 

7. The sheikh further grants to the company to make all bricks, tiles, &c., 
required by them, and also to erect on the lands so occupied by them in accordance 
with the articles of thi$ agreement, all buildings and machinery as may lx) needed by 
them for the proper execution of their business, which same buildings, &c., will not be 
removed by tlie company on the expiry of the concession referred to in the following 
article:— 

8 . This lease of land and all the conditions pertaining thereto shall remain in force for 
the full period of the concession granted to Mr. W. K. D’Arcyby His Imperial Majesty 
the Shah of Persia, dated the 28 th May, 1901, and of any extension or renewal thereof. 
In consideration of the exigencies of their business should the company wish to curtail 
the period of their lease, then twelve calendar months’ notice of their intention must 
be given in writing to the sheikh, prior to the termination of the lease. Such notice 
will be sent to the sheikh, and at the same time a duplicate to His Britannic Majesty's 
consul at Mohammerah, and its receipt by the latter will bo held to be proof of its 
receipt by the former. 

9. If at any time should the company desire to acquire land on the Karun, at 
Ahwaz or any other point for wharf or warehouse, or anywhere in the country under 
the sheikh’s jurisdiction, he is as far as possible to assist the company in procuring 
favourable rates for acquiring the same. 

10 . The company on their part agree not to engage without the cognizance of the 
sheikh tribesmen for their work, or in any way to interfere in trilwd matters. 

11 . The company, as lessees of the land, agree that all treasure trove throughout 
the land leased to the conqxiny l>elongs to the sheikh alone. By “ treasure trove ” is 
meant gold and silver or precious metals in a natural state, or coins and objects of 
antiquity of the same metals. 

12. The company, on their part, agree to pay the above-named decennial rental 

to the sheikh in advance in the following manner:—To the credit of the sheikh in 
the hands of Messrs. The Imperial , the receipt by the bank of the money 

being accepted as the full receipt of the sheikh himself. The first payment shall lx* 
made by the company within three days of receiving notice of the signature of this 
agreement. 

13. The company bind themselves to employ as guards and watchmen only those 
who may be recommended as reliable by the sheikh or his representatives in the various 
disticts, and only so long as his support of their authority over them, and his assistance 
in the detection of thieves and his punishment of them, when detected, be real and 
effectual. 

[1G49] 4 R 
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14. The payment to the guards and watchmen engaged from the sheikh’s men wiU 
be by the hands of the company and on the following scale 

Fifty brans per month of the Christian calendar and without tood, anil this will 
take place fifteen days subsequent to the end of the month during which it was 


ean e i5 In the event of a watchman, or any employ# leaving without giving due 
notice of one month, it is the rule of the company that fifteen days pay lie forfeited, and 
without exception all native employes are engaged on these terms. 

16 The company reserve to themselves the right to punish the watchmen by 
inflicting fines to the extent of a half month’s pay as a maximum, and in the event of 
their behaviour warranting a heavier punishment, they will be handed over to the 
representative of the sheikh at the nearest place, who. instructed by the sheikh in the 
sense of paragraph 5 above, will do his best to uphold the authority of the company 
among their watchmen, and the respect of then- property among the people of the 
district, so avoiding unnecessary trouble to both parties of this agreement. 

17. Thin agreement anil all tho articles therein are accepted by the sheikh as 

binding on him and his heirs and successors, whoever they maybe. .... . 

18. This agreement is to ho considered as in force from the date on which it is 
signed, from which date the company become liable for the above-named rental. 

^ },, any question which may arise where there is difference between the 

sheikh, his representatives, and the company or their employes, which cannot 
be adjusted amicably, they shall lie referred to His Majesty’s consul, either at 
Mohammuruh or Ah wax as the case may he, who shall finally settle the matter in 


dispute. 


[21818] No - G ' 17 ' 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. . Galahek, June 11,1909. 

PAYMENT of Oil Commissioner. 

With reference to your telegram No. 2G7 of the 27th May. 

Sadigh-cs-Sulfaneh should receive the salary up to and including .June. Ilia 
return to Tehran has, however, recently been ordered. The legation will, on his 
arrival, lie apprised of the name of the official who will then have been appointed to 
take his place. 


[21862] N «>- G48 ‘ 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey. — (Received June 11.) 

[Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 11, 1009. 

SITUATION at Urumia. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 150 of the 0th June, from His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Tabrcez:— 

“ The authorities at Tabreez have received a deputation from Urumia, who have 
come to lay their grievances before the Persian Government. The situation, they say, 
is rendered intolerable by the constant menace of Kurkish raids and the. continual 
encroachments of the Turks. They are anxious that Muhtashem should again take up 
the governorship, supported by a sullicient number of troops. 1 think, however, that 
he will in all probability refuse. 

“ l have spokeu to these deputies, telling them that for the present they must 
show a littlo patience; but if no steps are taken to protect them, I hear that a Turkish 
governor may be called in by the whole population. A general bast at the Russian 
vice-consulate at Urumia is also being discussed. 

“The deputation have, my Russian colleague tells me, asked him to send to 
Urumia a force of 300 Russian troops, lie declined, saying that this was not feasible. 

“ The frontier question is becoming ucute. Is its resumption likely ? ” 

No doubt there is an increase, in Turkish activity on the frontier, in spite of the 
vagueness of the details mentioned in the note from the Persian Government reported 
in my telogram No. -141 of the 4th June. 
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You may now think that the time is ripe for renewed representations at Con 
stantinople, since the ill-advised action of the Russian military authorities in Tabrcez 
has given the Turkish consul-general at Tabreez a preponderating position which 
makes this activity particularly undesirable. 


[21871] No ' c w - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 11.) 

[Tele 458 'hie) P. Gulahek, June 11, 1909. 

IUavefwith reference to ray telegram No. 450 of the 8th June, received the 
following telegram (No. 30) from His Majesty’s consul-general at Meshed 

“ Please see my telegram of the 7th June. . . ._ . 

“ The Russian consul-general and I are convinced that the town is ill a state of 
complete anarchy .^hich j thpn raporte j was ratlier of the nature of an anti-Russian 

demonstration, "indeed, this character of the movement is now strongly pronounced, 
and the staff of the Russian consulate-general are afraid to leave that building. At anj 
moment an outrage on a European subject may occur. , 

“ The governor-general being most unlikely to come to Meshed at this juncture, 
and his vizier being limited for his Ufe, we do not see any chance of improvement in 

thc S ‘‘careful consideration of my Russian colleague’s recommendation that the 
force at present in Meshed should be increased in the interests of maintaining order, 1 
agreed that it seems advisable that some such action should be taken. 

My Russian colleague is recommending a further increase of tho Russian guards 

n0 " The newly-appointed governor-general, Ruku-ed-Dowleh, left Tehran on tho 
5th June, and the two consuls-general have done everything possible to induce the 
people to offor no opposition to him. 


[21877] No - G5 °- 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 

[Telegraphic.)' P. Gulahek, June 11, 1909. 

TURKISH encroachments on tho Persian frontier. . 

I have received tho following telegram, No. 149 of tho 8th June, from His Majesty s 
consul-general at Tabreez:— 

“ The Soujboulak district has lieen evacuated by Kurdish forces.” 

(Reference is to my telegram No. 421 o£ the 28tli May.) 


[21878] No - G51 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 

(Telegraphic. I P. Gulahek, June 11, 1909. 

OIL company and Sheikh o£ Mohammerah. 

With reference to Bushire telegram No. 202 of the 9th June, we cannot find any 
record here of the firman in question. 

It is thought to have been granted to the sheikh in the year subsequent to tile oil 
oncession, on tho occasion of lhijji Rais’s visit to Tehran in 1902. 

It will, 1 am afraid, he impossible to say how far this firman may be made to over¬ 
ride article' 15 of the concession until it has been produced. 
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It is, however, possible that the sheikh, if he is treated generously in the matter of 
tho loan, may Iks satisfied with an assurance from us that he will have the assistance of 
His Majesty’s Government in bringing the question of buildings, &c., on the land 
leased to a satisfactory conclusion, should the Persian Government claim them on the 
expiry of the concession. 


[21882] No. 652. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 

(No. -101.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, June 11, 1909. 

NASR-UL-MULK has telegraphed accepting office when the success ol Evian 
treatment for his son will permit of his return. 

(Sent to St. Petersburg!).) 


[21883] No. 653. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 

(No. -102.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 11, 1909. 

ANGLO-HUSSIAN programme of reforms. 

ft appears from several telegrams addressed to the two legations that there is a 
current idea that a certain curtailment of Persian independence is involved by the 
Anglo-ltussian representations to the Shah. 

1 think (sec your telegram No. 193) that it would now be well to publish our 
programme and so correct this prevalent misapprehension. Under the present 
circumstances tho Russian Government woidd possibly withdraw their objection, and. 
if so, a Persian newspaper which will shortly appear could be given the general 
substance of our representations, with the exception of the preamble. 


[21736] No. 654. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir .1. Nicolson. 

(No. 7-13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Ford an Office, June 11, 1909. 

PERSIAN Telegraphs. 

l'lcasc seo my telegram No. 739 of yesterday’s dote. 

You should suggest to the Russian Government that it would he better to await 
tho ratification by the Persian Government of tho convention respecting the Arahistan 
telegraph lines before taking in hand tho proposed exchange of telegraphs, though wo 
have no objection to the construction of a second wire from Tehran to Shahrud being 
undertaken at once. 

The Persian Ministry of Telegraphs have arranged to bear the cost of construction 
of the second wire from Tehran to Meshed, and the construction of this line would he 
facilitated if action on the proposed exchange were postponed. The Tehran-Meshed 
line may pass under Russian control before it is possible to proceed with the construc¬ 
tion of tho second wire, in which case tho British Government will no longer he 
concerned in tho matter. This may easily happen if tho question of the exchange is 
raised at once with tho Persian Government. 

The Persian Ministry of Telegraphs has entire control of the working of the 
Tehran-Klmnikin line, and in respect of this fine there are no accounts between tile 
Persian Government and the Indo-Kuropeau Telegraph Department. 


[21884] 


No. 663®. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 

^Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 11, 1909. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

Should any representations be made to the Porte on the subject of the encroach¬ 
ments on Persian territory reported in my telegram No. 457 of yesterday, the retention 
as Turkish Tajor Bashi at Uremia of a certain Peter Ellow would be a fitting subject 
for complaint. This person, as officially reported by Mr. Wratislaw, is a notorious 
swindler, and the police of British Columbia have out a warrant against him on tho 
charge of obtaining money by false pretences. At Uremia he has been constantly 
intriguing, and the salo of certificates of Turkish protection to all who could he induced 
to buy them has brought him in very considerable profits. 
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[21736] 


No. 655. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 744.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, june 11, 1909. 

PERSIAN Telegraphs. 

Arrangements for Russian signallers must, of course, not involve the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department in any expense. 

See my telegram No. 739 of yesterday. 


J21952] No. 656. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received June 12.) 

®' r ’ India Office, June 10, 1909. 

} re PD your letter of the 9th instant, I am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in the proposal of Sir E. Grey to approve the suggestion made in 
Sir G. Barclay s telegram No. 440 of the 7th instant, that the British share of the 
recel Pts at Bunder Abbas during the Nationalist regime, amounting to 
5,0011 tomans, should be handed over to the Imperial Bank of Persia, ami that the 
Persian Government should be informed accordingly. 

I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


Gulahek, June 12, 1909. 


[21997] No. 657. 

(No 401) ^ G BarClay 10 Svr Edw(,rd Grey.—{Received June 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

PROPOSED diminution of Russian troops at Tabreez 
at Tabreez r - elVed ^ f ° U ° wing tele ff ram > No - 153, from His Majesty’s consul-general 

“ I learn from the Russian consul-general that he had a conversation with 
General Suarsky yesterday relative to tho reduction of the Russian force. They were 
he added, m agreement as to the advisability of this step, and propose to commence by 
withdrawing the field batteries and howitzers. * 

As the camp at present occupied by the Russian troops is not suited for summer 
gr' S AIrtjesty the bhali has been pleased to put at their disposal his garden, 
Baghi Slutnal, whither they will shortly be transferred.” • 


[21998] 


No. 658. 


Gulahek, June 12, 1909. 


(No 405 ) ^ ^ Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

1 URCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

received the following telegram, No. 152 of the 11th June, from Hi 
Majesty s consul-general at Tabreez 

p'mitnlsoldiers and some nationalists have come into conllict at Dilman, tli 
capital of the Salmas district. Lotters received hero indicate that the affray was du 

Ldvo U nrom ( i° n t P “n of , tho , Tur . kia !* consl11 for Khoi, who was then at Dilman, t 
protection from the local authorities to a Kurdish Persian subject. Both side 
1 , 1 ! 1C 'i l l(! | casualties ; but finally, learning that Kurds were approaching th 
tonli, the nationalist governor fled, and his party submitted to the Turkish consul” 

Sadreddin Boy has, be tells me, no information ns to this incident. He ha 
recent'evonts l ° ^ * <>Ite t iut n C0ram ‘ 8s i°n be sent into this district to enquire int 
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[22044] Na f!59 - 

Sir .-I. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. st - Fetershurjh, June 12, 1909. 

AUABISTAN telegraph lines. 

Your telegram No. 743 of the 11th June. 

Before the receipt of the above telegram I had already addressed to the Kussiau 
Government, in accordance with the authority given to me in your telegram No. 73J ot 
the 10th June, a memorandum in which I stated that the opinion of Ills .Majesty s 
Government was that the first favourable opportunity might be taken by the two 
representatives at Tehran for bringing the question of the exchange of telegraph lines 
before the Persian Government. The Russian Government are most desirous that there 
should be as little delay as possible in effecting the exchange, and if 1 were to suggest 
to them now that the exchange should he deferred until the Arabisiau Convention Uaa 
been ratified by the Assembly, I think their view might be that obstacles were being 
constantly placed by us in the wav of the execution of the terms of an agreement 
concluded as far back as 1007. It would bo better, 1 think, to make no further 
communication on the subject here, and the question as to when the first favourable 
opportunity ” occurred could be decided by Sir G. Barclay. 


[ 22001 ] 


No. 0(50. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 1*2.) 


SI. Petersburyh, June 12, 11)09. 


(No. 301.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TABREEZ and Meshed. . 

1 saw M. hsvolsky to-day, and his Excellency told me that in all probability his 
Government would order the number of Russian guards in the town of Tabrecz to bo 
reduced, and also a reduction of the detachment lying outside. The special committee 
dealing with Persian affairs was to hold a meeting to-night, at which it would he 
decided how many troops should return to Russia. I said that a good effect would bo 
produced by the reduction of the Russian force, and expressed my satisfaction at what 


ho had told me. , 

M. Isvolskv then wont on to say that tho committee would also discuss to-night tho 
situation at Meshed. lie said that, in the opinion of M. de Klemm, all that was necessary 
was a modorato increase of the consular guard at Meshed. 

M. do Klemm, who is now attached to tho Ministry for Foreign Affairs, was 
formerly Russian consul-general at Meshed. 


[21595] ' No. 661. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 292.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, June 12, 1909. 

Loan to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Following is for transmission to llis Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire :— 

" Company’s agent is Lloyd, who is thought to be at Mohammerah. They will 
agree to pay in advance 0,500!., being amount of ten years’ rent. His Majesty’s 
Government consider terms of lease (draft of which will bo sent direct to you by next 
post) to lie reasonable. 

“Subject to those conditions as to repayment of capital and amount of interest 
which have already been mentioned, and if the company’s lease is granted on satis¬ 
factory terms, we are ready to advance to Sheikh an immediate loan of 10,000/. You 
may communicate this to the Sheikh." 

See your telegram of the 9th instant, 
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[21878] . No. 662. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 293.) 

(TdegrapMc.) P. Foreiyn Office, June 12, 1909. 

LEASE of land to tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company by the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 
Is more required than an undertaking that company will not remove machinery, 
buildings, &c., if the lease is extended or when it expires? I do not. understand to 
what firman Cox is referring. 

See your telegram No. 460 of the 11th June. 


[21758] No. 663. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 

(No. 294.) y J 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, June 12, 1909. 

FOLLOWING is text of telegram addressed to Nasr-ul-Mulk by the Shah :— 

Le portefeuille du Miniature des Finances avec la presidence du Conseil des 
Mimstres vous out ct^ confies. Vous etes tenu de hater votre depart.” 

Following is Nasr-ul-Mulk’s reply :— 

“ Remercie humblement votre Majeste Impdriale do la liauto favour; m’incline devant 
sa volonte supreme, anime dudeair de la servir, ose compter sur sa protection et puissant 
appui. Nouvelle consultation continue lesion renale mon fils, qu'on espore coinbattre 
par cure Evian, dont reussite permettra depart immediat pour me charger des fonctions 
qui me sont attributes. Supplie permission suivro traitemeut." 

Nasr-ul-Mulk says he will visit London and St. Petersburg!), and expects to leave 
Europe by the end of next month. 


[21952] No. 664. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 295.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, June 12, 1009. 

IIIK proposal ill your telegram No. 446 of the 7th June relating to the customs 
at Bushire meets with my approval. 


[21595] No. 665, 

Foreiyn Office to Consul-General Cox. 

(No. 1. Confidential.) 

® r * , , , Foreiyn Office, June 12, 1909. 

H preference to tile telegram No. 292 of this day’s date to Mis Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you copies 
of correspondence, ns marked in the margin,* on tho subject of the proposed loan to 
tho Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

You will find the exact terms on which the company are willing to grant ii 1mm 
of 10,0001 ill the draft leaso enclosed in Mr. Wallace's letter of tho 9th instant. 
Sir E. Grey will be glad if you will concert with Mr. .1. B. Lloyd, the company’s agent 
who is now at Molmmmerah, as to the steps that should lie taken to communicate the 
draft to tho Sheikli. 

His Majesty’s Government trust that the tonus contained in tho form of leaso, 
which appear reasonable, will lie accepted by tho Sheikh without alteration, hut should 
m the course of the negotiations a deadlock arise over any point, M r. Lloyd has i>owor 
to effect a settlement on the spot. 

I am to invite your special attention to tho fact that the company must insist on 
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their lease from the Sheikh being coextensive with their concession from the Persian 
Government or any extension thereof, and also that as regards the question of the 
lanse of the company's buildings, machinery, &c., at the expiration of tlioir concession 
from the Persiaifoovernment, or of any extension thoreof, the company are unable, m 
view of thoir engagement to the Persian Government, to agree to the proposed reversion 
to the Sheikh but they are quite willing, if it is thought advisable to dispense with a 
definite pronouncemeid, that such buildtngs, &c„ shall lapse to tho I crsian Governnie 
and it does not seem necessary to raise this question with the Sheikh, who should lie 
contented with a statement that the company undertake that the hii.Uhii^. machmc^ 
&c.„ will not be removed at the expiration of the concession, or of any extension 

the ™ f ' I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[22238] N '°- GGG ' 

Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received June 14) 

(No. 3. Commercial. Confidential.) a**®*; Slay . 23 , 190 U. 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 486 and 496, dated the 18th May, 1909, 1 
have the honour to forward copies of the vernacular originals on which they were based, 
witli translations, as under :— 

(i.l Translation of a written declaration recorded by Sheikh Khazal Khan, sheikh 
of Mohammefah, regarding the purchase of land, &c., by the Anglo-Pereiau Oil Company, 
dated the 24th Rabi II, 1327 (15th May, 1909) . 

ii.) Translation of an undertaking given by Sheikh Khazal, sheikh of Mohamnieiah, 
ill connection with the Karuu irrigation scheme, dated tlie 34th llabi II, 13~( (lath 

’ (iii.) Translation of an undertaking given by Sheikh Khazal, sheikh of Mohammerah, 
in connection with possible schemes of irrigation from rivers in Ins territory apart from 
Karim scheme based on construction ot Ahwaz ilam, dated the 24th Hum 11, 13-7 
(15th May, 1909). 

2. Copies are also being sent to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran and ttie Secretary 
to the Government of India in the boroign Department, 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Bnlnnnic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Ears, &c. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 666. 

Written Declaration recorded by S'.eikb Khazal [{ban, Sheikh of Mohammerah, on May 15, 
1900, regarding the Purchase of Land, Stc., by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

^ WHEREAS a friendly discussion has taken place between me (Sheikh Klmzul) 
and Major Cox and Mr. McDouall, regarding the desire of the Auglo-I ersian 
Company to lease certain lauds in the territorial limits ol myself and my tribe, tor 
the establishment of an oil refinery and structures connected therewith, and tor the 
laying ol u pipe line from the head of the oil wells, and for the works m con¬ 
nection therewith, and whereas it appears that their precise requirements are as 
follow#:— 

1. A strip of land lor bringing the said pipe lino from the head of the above 

oil nines to the refinery is needed. . „ 

2 . A plot of uncultivated land on the Island of Ahhadan, with a frontage ot 
*2,000 yawls on the Shatt-el-Arah between villages of Bra ini uud Bawoirda is 
required, the area of which shall not exceed 650 jareebs. 
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3. Bight of way between this plot of land and the Bahmanshir (i.e., Turra) 

River. . . 

4. Right to acquire further uncultivated land contiguous to the said plot, m 
case of necessity, at the same fair rate as that (ground) above mentioned from the 
present date up to a period of one year. If they want it after that lapse of time it 
will be leased at the fair current rate of the time. 

5. If the above plot of ground be eventually not approved for the above-men¬ 
tioned works the Oil Company have the right to acquire instead another site of the 
same size on another part of the Island of Abbadan upon the same terms. 

6. If the Oil Company require any other land on the banks of the Karun, &c., 
for wharfage and storage and for other purposes, of course to the best of my power 
I am ready to meet their requirements at the fair current rate of the time. 

Therefore, I, Sheikh Khazal Khan, on my own part and on behalf of my descendants 
and my tribes, agree that I will lease to the Oil Company the above land which they 
may need for the pipe line and refinery establishment and connected works, with good 
title, inasmuch as concerns my rights over it, for such time as the company, during the 
duration of their concession, may require. This lease is subject to one of the following 
terms, of which the company are at liberty to choose whichever they may prefer. 

That is to say :— 

1. For an annual rental of 650/., to be paid in advance every ten years. 

2. For an annual rental of 1,000/., to be paid to me annually in advance ; it being 
stipulated that— 

(a.) After the expiry of the period of their concession which will be defined [i.tf., in 
the subsequent agreement which would be drawn up between the company and the 
Sheikh.—P.Z.C.], all the buildings, workshops, &c., for themselves and for the oil refinery, 
&c., and all the buildings which they may construct in those limits, with the necessary 
gear for the refinery of oil which they may possess there, all become my property, and 
the company will not have the right to remove them or to demand their value. 

(b.) The comjiany’s officials have no right to interfere in the affairs of my tribes. 
For instance, if they require to engage (tribesmen as) servants, &c., it must l>e with my 
cognisance. 

3. If at any time in the process of excavating land for the buildings and workshops 
and laying the pipe line, any treasure should come to light in those lands, it is my 
property, and they have no right to take possession of it or make any demands on that 
account. 

4. In case, after the expiry of their concession, they should obtain a renewal of the 
concession from the Government, then they must lease these buildings, workshops, and 
this property, with the land, in a way satisfactory to me or to my descendants. 

Dated 24th Rabi II, 1327 (15th May, 1909). 

KUAZAL-B1N-JABER. 

(Seal of Khazal.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 6GG. 

Undertaking given by Sheikh Kazal, Sheikh of Mohammerah, in connection with Karun 
Irrigation Scheme. 

(Translation.) 

I, KHAZAL, am hereby pledged and Ixmnd, should I at any time obtain from the 
Persian Government the concession for constructing the Ahwaz dam, that in the case 
that the British Government afford me assistance and co-operation in obtaining the 
concession and in arranging for the supply of funds and engineers for construction of the 
Ahwaz dam and for the irrigation of the land for-cultivation, and in all respects that 
may bo necessary, in that case I have no right to give any share or participation in this 
affair to any subjects of foreign Powers, or to bring* engineers or experts for this work 
from any foreign Powers, save it lie from the British Government and from among 
British subjects. And from among outsiders and foreigners, except subjects of the 
British Government, I will not permit anyone to share or participate, on this condition 
—that the concession for constructing the Ahwaz dam should 1x3 in my own name and 
under my own control, and that the British Government do not allow any concession 
[1649] 4 T 
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for erecting the Ahwaz dam to lie given by the Persian Government in the name of 
syndicates from among their own (he., British) subjects, nor from among subjects of any 
foreign Powers or of the internal Government,* 

D,,«l Mk lUi U. mi (,«, M.,, IMS KHAZAL BIHJABEE. 

(Seal of Khazal.) 


Inclosure 3 in No. 060. 

Under ta king given by Sheikh Khazal, Sheikh of Mohammerah, in connection with possible 
Schemes for Irrigation from Rivers in his Territory, apart from Karan Scheme based 
on construction of Ahwaz Dam. 


(Translation.) . 

I, KHAZAL, am hereby pledged and bound as regards the rivers which are in my 
territories such as the Kerkha, Shaoor, Jerrahi, and Hindiyan, and (as regards) minor 
works of irrigation from Karun River except the Ahwaz dam scheme, should l at any 
time, with a view to irrigating the face of the land, wish to take action in the direction 
of damming them} seeing that it would be a measure of tribal and domestic adminis¬ 
trative expediency, there is no necessity for (obtaining) the permission of the Persian 
Government. 

In furthering those measures, should 1 think it necessary and expedient to obtain 
outside capital and assistance for the execution of such projects, 1 undertake to give the 
right of refusal, for the completion of the execution and for helping me in the carrying 
out of the projects, to such approved British syndicates as the British Government 
themselves may think fit to introduce to me, and I will ask no other Government or 
foreign subjects for money and assistance without first giving the opportunity of refusal 
to the British ; and 1 make this undertaking in the confidence that the aforesaid exalted 
Government have the intention and desire to see that my best interests are fully 
protected. 

Dated 24th Biibi II, 1327 (15th May, 1909). 

KIIAZAL-Bl N-J ABER. 

(Seal of Khazal.) 


[22263] No. 667. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 14.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 7th June, relative to the Mohammerah Consulate. 

India Office, June 12, 1009. 


Indlosuro in No. 667. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Indiu Office, June 7, 1909. 

IT is considered desirable by Foreign Office, in present circumstances, that present 
incumbent of Mohammerah Consulate should bo removed and that suitable officer of 
Political department should be appointed in his place ; such an officer, besides keeping 
in closer toffcli with Resident, would be better able than present incumbent to guide 
the Sheikh and to restrain efforts to improve German position on the part of Sheikh's 
subordinates. In order to provide for present incumbent, Foreign Office propose his 
transfer to Kcmianshah and tho appointment to Mohammerah of Captain Haworth. If 

• that the concession t*ba!l be in the name of uo Persian, British subject, or foreigner, but in the 
sheikh's tytnie only.—P. Z. 0. 


347 


you see no good reason to the contrary, instructions should be sent accordingly without 
delay. The matter is an urgent one. His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran was informed 
on the 4th instant by telegraph. 

Ii is also proposed by Foreign Office that Mohammerah shall he assigned to Indian 
service and Kermanshah to Levant service as a permanent arrangement. The exchange 
proposed would he in accordance with a scheme which is now under consideration, and 
as to which I shall shortly address you, for allotting all consulates in Persia, except 
Seistan and those on Gulf littoral, to the Levant service. This scheme commends itself 
to me both on political grounds and because it will reduce expenditure, owing to salary 
and establishment in the Levant service being on a lower scale. I propose to agree to 
present proposal respecting Mohammerah and Kermanshah in anticipation of decision 
on general scheme. Please let me know if you have any observations to make. 


[22287] No. 668. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received Jane 14.) 

Sir, India Office, June 12, 1909. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th May as to the 
proposals made by the Sheikh of Mohammerah for acquiring, witli our help, from the 
Persian Government a Karun irrigation concession, to be developed by him under 
British auspices and with British capital, to the exclusion of foreign participation. 

In reply, 1 am to say that Viscount Morley concurs generally in the views on the 
subject expressed by Sir E. Grey, but that, in his opinion, it will be desirable, in tho 
present undeveloped stage of the question, to avoid giving tho sheikh more than 
general pledges of approval and support. Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 416 of tho 
25th May shows that difficulties may arise in the way of giving effect to the sheikh’s 
proposals in their present form, and it may prove inconvenient hereafter to have given 
too definite pledges to the sheikh. 

Lord Morley understands that he is not asked to consent to the application of 
Indian revenues for the purposes of any advance of capital or guarantee of interest 
that may bo roquired to give effect to the scliemo. 

I am, &c. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


[22296] No. 669. 

Messrs. Ellingcr and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received June 14.) 

Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, June 12, 1909. 

WE beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 24th May. 

We have now heard further from the Mourn upon the subject of the oxide. The 
Mouiutujar writes us in reply to certain propositions that we have made to him for the 
exploration of the sulphur mines, that these propositions have hail his attention, but 
the present state of affairs has changed all his ideas. He attached a great importance 
to a contract concluded with Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., which he considered would 
secure his peace of mind, whilst ho states on the contrary he finds this has only 
embarrassed him and tied him baud and foot. He stated that some days previous to 
the 15th May he was advised by the legation that the British Minister had been 
informed by the consul at Bunder Abbas that the latter had arranged with the 
Nationalists not to interfere in tho oxide business, and that the value of any oxide 
which might be shipped would be deposited at the consulate until the conditions existing 
between the Government and the people hud ceased. He stated that for maitv reasons 
he could not accept this proposal, and that he had informed tho Minister at Tehran of 
this. He maintains that these propositions are quite contrary to what he expected after 
the written and verbal promises which he had received assuring him that if ho could 
conclude a contract ho would receive every protection. According to his view, even if 
the Nationalists carried away the whole of the stock of oxide at Ormuz, the reffoction 
upon his honour would not bo as groat as that caused by the sequestration of the money 
in the consulate. 

He further states that it is evident that he will himself have to do all that is 
necessary to protect his position, that this will cost considerable money, and that in 
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consequence of these extra expenses, ho is of opinion that he will be forced to cancel the 
contract with Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., so that he may shortly ship a considerable 
quantity of oxide which is in stock at Ormuz, as the continuation of this stock at Ormuz 
places him in a very dangerous ixwition. 

He acknowledges receipt of our letter, in which we assured him that His Majesty’s 
Government will fully protect the stock of oxide at Ormuz, so as to maintain him in a 
position to carry out Ins contract with Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. He, however, 
points out to us that we should obtain full assurances so that he does not cancel his 
contract. He asks for protection of the stock of oxide and for his people during the 
mining operations, and the loading of the steamers; that the price of the oxide shall he 
paid to us and no other party, according to the contract. Also protection against the 
intervention of any third party either of the Government or the people, in the mining 
operations, so that the monopoly which he assured to Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. 
under Hub contract can be maintained. He states that although the revolutionaries 
have evacuated Ormuz after having been defeated, he cannot feel completely reassured 
until he has obtained the assurances on the three above-mentioned points, and that the 
Government will not bo allowed to transfer his concession to another. 

We had hoped that you would by this time have received from His Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran details" of the arrangement which has heen made. Our Mr. M, 
Ellinger will be in town early next week, and we shall be glad if you will kindly let us 
know by return of post whether it will be convenient to see him at S o’clock on Tuesday 
the 15th, afternoon. 

Faithfully vours, 

ELLINGER and Co. 


[21999] No. 670. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 14 .) 

(No. 400.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Qulahck, June 13, 1909. 

SHEIKH of Mohammerah and oil company. 

In your telegram No. 293 you enquire which is the lirinan referred to in Major 
Cox’s telegram No. 671 of the 9th June. I regret my omission to explain. The sheikh 
so far has not produced the firman in question, but ho asserts that the rights of 
his tribesmen over land on Abadan Island and tho banks of the Karun aro confirmed 
by it. 

In the ante-penultimate paragraph of Bushin: telegram No. 571, Major Cox 
hinted at an inconvenient enquiry which might be made, and it was with a view to 
evading tills that I put forward the suggestion of an assurance in my telegram No. 4G0 
of 11 til June. 

The assurance which you indicate might at fust be tried, and should it fail to 
sutisfy the Shaikh my suggestion might then be adopted. 

With reference to the enquiry contained in tho third paragraph of Bushirc 
telegram No. 571, I think it improbable that tho firman, when ultimately produced, 
will admit of the construction suggested by Major Cox. 


[22327] No. 671. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 

(No. 407.) 

(Tolegniphie.) li. Tehran, June 14, 1909. 

FOLLOWING received from Bushiro, No. 212 

“ During tho past week Bushiro Chamber of Commerce have written and begged 
mo to move you to make fresh urgent representations regarding hopelessly insocure 
state of the roads and continued deadlock in trade. 

“ 12th June acting Russian consul-general, who left for Shiraz on (1th June with 
his Cossack escort, telegraphed to me that his party had been fired upon ; one of the 
Cossacks' horses was hit, and lie himself narrowly escaped, his horse being struck." 

(Sent to St. Petersburg!).) 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 14.) 

(No. 408.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Qulahek, June 14,1909. 

INSECURITY of the roads. 

With reference to tho incident reported in my telegram No. 467 of to-day’s date, I 
learn that the Russian consul-general at Bushire stated—when he informed Major Cox 
of the attack that had been made on him—that ho was convinced that the Russian and 
British Governments ought not to defer any longer from taking such action as would 
terminate once and for all such brigandage and misrule as is at present rife in 
those parts. 

I am not sanguine as to any improvement taking place unless the Sbah appoints 
the Zil-es-Sultan as governor, or, failing that, a corps of road guards, properly drilled 
and paid, is instituted. Nevertheless I shall not fail to make the representations 
which the Bushire Chamber of Commorce suggest. 

I have not again mooted the question of Ilis Imperial Highness’s return, but I am 
given to understand that ho has returned no answer to the Persian Government's 
invitation to come back. 

The question of road guards is not a matter that can be settled off-hand. 

I had never received the last paragraph of your telegram No. 151 until I read it 
in the Persian Confidential print of the 14tli April, section 3. Major Cox is to pass 
through here next month, and I propose to consult him before replying to tbe above. 
In any proposals, however, which I may eventually make, the heading “ road guards ” 
will certainly claim a not inconsiderable part of tho advance we are to make to the 
Persian Government. 


Sir A. Nicohon to Sir EduwrH Grey.—{Received June 14.) 


(No. 302.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. .S(. Petersburg!!, June 14, 1909. 

TABREEZ and Meshed. 

My telegram No. 301 of the 12th June. 

I am told by M. Isvolsky that at the meeting of the special committee last night 
it was decided that a certain number of troops should bo withdrawn at once from 
Tabreez, and that tho numbors of the force should bo gradually diminished until, on 
the arrival of tho governor-general, tho wliolo force should bo withdrawn. M. Isvolsky 
promised to furnish me to-morrow with a memorandum stating tho number of men 
which would be withdrawn now. 

The Russian Government will send a sotnia of Cossacks to Meshed, and a certain 
number of Cossacks will also bo sent to Ardebil, where the Shahsevends have been 
pillaging, &c., and whoro a largo number of people have in consequence taken refugo at 
the Russian consulate. 


[22189] No. 674. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay.—(Received at Foreign Office June 14.) 

(No. 597.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bushire, June 14, 1909. 

MOHAMMERAH. See my telegram No. 571 of tho 9tli June. 

The agreement made between the Bakhtiari Khans and Mr. D’Arcy stipulated that 
when the pipe line had been laid down an extra 1,0001 was to be paid, and also that 
after the concession had expired the buildings were to lapse to the Khans. No 
objection was made by the Persian Government to the latter provision when Mr. Grant 
Duff sent a translation of the agreement to the Foreign Office at Tehran. 


[ 1049 ] 
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[2 1883J No. 075. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A- Nicolson. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 14, 1009. 

1 PROPOSE to allow Sir G. Barclay to communicate to a Persian newspaper 
substance of terms of Anglo-Russian representations to Shah, as suggested by him in 
his telegram No. 4b2 of the 11th June, but before taking any action I should like to 
know whether the Russian Government have any objection. 


[22216] No. 676. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office. June 14, 1909. 

RUSSIAN action at Tabreez. 

Please convey to M. Isvolsky thanks of His Majesty’s Government for communica¬ 
tion reported in your telegram No. 302 of to-day, announcing intended withdrawal of 
a portion of Russian force. 


[22463] No. 677. 

Mr. F. C. Strick to Foreign Office.—(Received June 15.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Baltic House, Leadenhull Street, London, June 14, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that I have to-day received from my house at 
Bussorah, Turkish Arabia, a telegram dated the 11th instant, reading :— 

“Reported Hamburg-American Line-(Bussorah Agency) endeavouring secure 
management Mouinutojar's steamers Karun." 

I am, &c. 

FRANK C. STRICK. 

Possibly you will have already received the above information, but I thought there 
would be no harm in my passing it on to you. 


[22461] No. 678. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 15.) 

(No. 469.) 

(Telegraphic.) R v Tehran, June 15, 1909. 

TURKISH charge d'affaires writes to mo in further reference to His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Tabreez’ telegram No. 152, that tribes have attacked Turkish guard 
at Khoi, which has occasioned a small movoment of Turkish troops towards that place. 
Moreover, in view of inability of Persian Government to prevent incursions across 
frontier, Porte has been compelled to take certain protective measures without impairing 
rights of Persian Government. Object of Ottoman Government is stated to be 
restoration of order in these districts and to protect Turkish and other foreign 
subjects. 

(Sent to St. Petersburg!!.) 


[2246b] No. 679. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(lieceived June 15.) 

(No. 303.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgli, June 15, 1909. 

TABREEZ. My telegram No. 302 of yesterday. 

Information as to the number of troops to be withdrawn from Tabreez is awaited 
from the Viceroy of the Caucasus, and M. Isvolsky is therefore still unable to give mo 
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the figures. In reply to my enquiry as ot whether, in the event of a question being 
asked in the House of Commons, you could reply that the number of the troops at 
Tabreez was about, to be reduced by order of the Russian Government, M. Isvolsky 
said that you could certainly give such a reply, as a decision in that sonse bad been 
already taken. 


[22466] No. 6S0. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received June 15.) 

(No. 304.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, June 15, 1909. 

PERSIAN programme. 

Your telegram No. 751 of the 14th June and telegram No. 462 from Sir G. Barclay. 
There is no objection on the part of the Russian Government to the publication of 
the substance of the programme, but they would wish the preamble and point C, whioh 
deals with financial assistance to Persia, to be omitted. 


[22330] No. 681. 

Sir Edward Greu to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 297.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 15, 1909. 

INSECURITY of roads in Persia. 

I approve of your proposal to make representations desired by Chamber of 
Commerce (see your telegrams Nos. 467 and 468 of yesterday). 


[21582] No. 682. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 15, I960. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 25th ultimo on the subject of a proposal that defence works should be 
constructed for the protection of Ilis Majesty's consulate in Seistan, and to transmit to 
you, to be laid boforo the Secretary of State for India, copies of correspondence with 
Ilis Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the subject.* 

In view of the adverse opinion held by Sir G. Barclay, Sir E. Grey would suggest, 
if Lord Morloy sees no objection, that tho Government of India should bo told that the 
proposal had better be dropped. 

I am, Sc c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[22044] No. 683. 

Foreign Office to India Office, 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 15, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 9th instant, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, 
a copy of a telegram from Ilis Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petorsburght stating that 
the Russian Government might misunderstand tho motive of His Majesty’s Government 
should the suggestion be made to defer approaching I he Persian Government 
respecting the exchange of the Nasratahad, Khaf, and Moshed-Tohran telegraph linos 
until the Persian Assembly has ratified the proposed Arabistan telegraph agreement. 

In view of the considerations advanced by Sir A. Nicolson, Sir E. Grey proposes, 
if Viscount Morloy concurs, to say nothing more on the matter to the Russian Govern¬ 
ment and to leave it to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran to decide as to what would bo 
the first favourable opportunity of raising the question of the exchange with tho 


Nos. .'.77 and 631. 


t No. 659. 
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Persian Government. Sir G. Barclay is aware of the views of Bis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, and may be trusted to use every endeavour to prevent the Kussiau representative 
at Tehran from taking any premature action, should he show any disposition to do so. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[21884] No. 684 ' 

Foreign Office to Colonial Ojffiec. 

gj r Foreign Office , June 15, 1909. 

’ I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, a paraphrase of a telegram from His Majesty s 
Minister at Tehran* in which reference is made to a person called Peter Ellow, who 
is Turkish consular agent at Urumia, in Persia, and who is described as being 
wanted by the police of British Columbia for obtaining money by false pretences. 

Sir E. Grey will be glad if urgent enquiries could be made of the British 
Columbia authorities as to whether the statements in the telegram are well founded. 

1 am to request that Sir E. Grey may be favoured with an early reply. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[22189] No. 6Sf >- 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

gj r Foreign Office, June 15, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 27th ultimo respecting the arrangements now being negotiated with the Sheikh 
of Mohammerah in connection with yonr pipe line and refinery in South-West lersiu. 

A telegram has now been received from His Majesty’s consul-general at Busline 
pointing out that the agreement concluded by Mr. D'Arcy with the Bakhtiari Khans on 
the 15th November, 1905, contains a provision for the reversion to the Khans of such 
buildings as were Mr. D’Arcy’s property, after the expiration of the period of the 
concession granted by the Shah. The Persian Government appears to have taken no 
exception to this provision. . . 

As there is some similarity in the degree of dependence of the Sheikh uuu the 
Khans on the Persian Government, the existence of this provision in the case of the 
Klians seems somewhat to affect tho considerations advanced in your letter of the L/tli 
ultimo against allowing a similar reversion in the case of the Sheikh. 

Sir E. Grey will be glad to receive any observations which may occur to you on 
this point. 

» I have, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[22563] No. 08(1. 

Sir O. liarctny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Gulahek, June It), 1909. 

OIL syndicate ami proposed advance to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Pleaso refer to Major Cox's telegram No. 213. ... 

The attitude of the Persian Government towards the Haklitiari agreement is 
ascribed by Sir C. Spring-Rice not to any objections to its contents but to other 
reasons (see his despatch No. 17 of 1907). Mr. Grant Duff, however, in his 
despatches Nos. 27 and 213 of the previous year transmitted two notes showing 
incontestably that any stipulations made with ail individual would be combatted by 
the Persian Government if any injury would bo caused thereby to such rights as the 
agreement with the conccssionnaire conferred on them. The right to tho reversion, 


.No. 653V 
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upon the expiration of the concession, of all buildings, materials, &c., is certainly one 
of them. 

There is nothing in the concession, so far as I can see, whereby the right to 
buildings, &c., is limitod to those on Crown lands. 

While anxious to do what is possible for the sheikh, I do not see that tye can do 
more than give him the assurance which 1 had the honour to propose in my telegram 
No. 400. 


[22564] No. 687. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay.—(Received at Foreign Office June 16.) 

(No. 610.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bushire, June 16, 1909. 

MOHAMMERAH. Your telegram No. 163 of the 13th June repeating telegram 
from the Foreign Office. 

It is desirable that all chances of delay, after tho draft lease has been received, 
should be obviated. To this end any new points contained in the draft, as well as His 
Majesty’s Government’s views on the question of the reversion of the buildings, might 
be communicated to me by telegraph. 


[22466] No. 688. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 299.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 16, 1909. 

PUBLICATION of gist of joint representations to the Shah. Your telegram 
No. 462 of the 11th Jime. 

Subject to modification mentioned in Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 304, you may 
now concert with M. Sablino as to publishing text of representations. 


[22660] No. 689. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 17.) 

Sir. India Office, June 16. 1909. 

W1TII reference to my‘letter dated the lltli February, 1908, ns to the adjustment 
between the Imperial and Indian Exchequers of liabilities on account of the advance 
of 300,0001. made to the Persian .Government in 1903 and 1904,1 am directed to 
enquire if the Secretary of State for India can now be informed whetlior the procedure 
proposed in tho third paragraph of my letter has tho concurrence of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


[22705] No. 690. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 17.) 

(No. 471.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 17, 1909. 

THE following telegram No. 8S was addressed to me to-day by His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Ispahan :— 

“ To-day I received a farewell visit from Sirdar Assad, who had announced his 
intention of leaving with some of the other khans for Tehran. He would not inform 
me what force he was taking with him, but it appears from outside reports that this 
will consist of some 1,000 armed men, with one mountain gnn. He explicitly stated 
that he would not light unless he wore attacked by the Shah's troops. 

[1649] 4 X 






His plans do not as yet appear to be settled, but he will probably follow tho 

Naizar road to Kum. . . . ^ ,, 

Sirdar Assad's advance is ostensibly undertaken with a view to insisting on the 
constitution being properly put in force by a Cabinet composed of Ministers of 
liberal views. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received June 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. „ u , , Gnlahek, June 17,1009. 

I AM sending tho following reply to Mr. Grahame s telegram No. »s 
“ I am amazed to hear that Sirdar Assad proposes to advance on the capital in 
order to exact that the constitution be put into force, and I request you to inform him 

° f tll “ The report appears to me to be almost incredible, as so far no one has offered 
any obstruction to the carrying out of the measures recommended by the two 1 owers 
with a view to the restoration of parliamentary government. ■ 

“ At the present moment any demonstration such as is reported to be contemplated 
by him would bo most ill-timed, as it would delay the restoration of order, 
and would further complicate tho situation by causing the elections to the assembly 
and the convocation of that body to be deferred. . 

■' l am requesting M. Sabline to send similar instructions to your Russian 
colleague.” 


Sir G . Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 17.) 

[Telegraphic.) P. , . GuWielr, June 17,1909. 

Mil. WRATISLANV’S telegram No. 155 of the 15th instant is as follows:— 

" A general meeting was summoned on the 11th instant by tho refugees now in 
bast at the Turkish consulato-goneral. Three members of the Tabreez Medjlias were 
present, but the majority of the merchants kopt away, and tho meeting was sparsely 
attended. * , 

“ Speeches of a violent nature were delivered against the Russian and British 
Governments. In my opinion, my Turkish colleague is abusing his rights in allowing 
his consulate-general to bo used for such purposes. 

“ Said-el-Menalik, the governor of the nationalists, who fled from Salmas, is now 
iu the town ; his followers are under arms in the neighbourhood." 

1 have mentioned this matter to my Turkish colleague. He is making enquiries, 
and meanwhile, as a measure of precaution, has furnished his consul-general with 
instructions to avoid any action which might bo regarded as incorrect. 


(No. 174.) < 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 17.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhck, June 17, 1909. 

TO-DAY the convention regarding the Arabistan telegraph lines has been signed 
in accordance with tho instructions contained in your telegram No. 289 of the 
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[22296] No. 694. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 300.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 17, 1909. 

RED oxide. Your telegram No. 371 of the 7th May. 

We have heard through tho Moin-ut-Tujjar’s agent in England that the arrange¬ 
ments referred to for temporarily holding up oxide payments are not regarded ns 
satisfactory by the Moin. How does the matter now stand ? Has a normal state of 
affairs been brought about since the grant of the constitution ? 


[22463] No. 695. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 341.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , June 17, 1909. 

THE Bussorah agency of the Hamburg-Amerika line are said to be trying to 
acquire tho management of the Moin-ut-Tujjar’s Karan steamers. The report originates 
in a telegram received by Messrs. Strick from their Bussorah agency. What action do 
you recommend if the report is true ? 


[22563] No. 696. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 303.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, June 17, 1909. 

LOAN to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

I must leave details to your discretion. 

I should have thought that with a little management formula 1 suggested might 
have obviated discussion, but I have no objection, if you think it desirable, to your 
giving assurance mentioned in your telegram No. ICO of the 11th June at once, With 
regard to llushire telegram No. G10 of the 16th June, and telegram No. 470 of the 
16th June from you, the prospect of a sum much larger than he had asked for being 
lent to the sheikh should make negotiations much easier. On a satisfactory arrange¬ 
ment being concluded, you may give assurance as to the loan at once. But I can see 
no necessity to telegraph points of difference in lease unless there is some reason to 
hurry. 


[22849] No. 697. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicohon. 

(No. 761.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 17, 1909. 

PERSIAN telegraphs. 

His Majesty’s representative at Tohmn may be left to settle on a propitious 
moment for broaching to Persian Government the question of exchange, and ho may bo 
trusted to do all that can bo done to restrain M. Sablino from acting prematurely, should 
he appear so disposed. 

I agree with your tologram No. 299 of the 12th June, that the question of deferring 
actiou at Tehran need not be mentioned to Russian Government until aftor the 
ratification of the Arabistan agreement. 


[22296] No. 698. 

Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger and Co. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 17, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th instant, on the subject of the protection of the oxide deposits in 
Hormuz Island. 






His Majesty's Minister at Tehran has been informed by telegraph of the dissatis¬ 
faction expressed by the Moin-ut-Tujjar with the arrangements made for the temporary 
sequestration of any payments accruing under the terms of Ins contract \wth 
Messrs. Weir and Co.; and he has been asked whether normal conditions have been 
restored now that a constitution has again been granted by the bkah of iersia. 
Sir G. Barclay has also been asked how matters stand generally in regard to the 
Question of Hormuz oxide. 

A further communication will be addressed to you as soon as an answer is 
received, in order that an interview with you may be arranged it necessary. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


No. 699. 
[Nil.] 


[228491 No - 70 °- 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June IS.) 
gj r India Office, June 17, 1908. 

' IN reply to your letter of the 15th instant, I am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in the view of Sir E. Grey that, for the reasons given by His Majesty s 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg!!, it would be undesirable to say anything more to the 
Russian Government as to postponing the question of the exchange of tilti Nasratobad- 
Klmf and Meshed-Tehrau telegraph lines, and that it may be left to Ills Majesty s 
Minister at Tehran to decide what would be the first favourable opportunity of raising 
the subject with the Persian Government. 

1 I am, Ac. 

A. GODLEY. 


[22803] Na 701 - 

Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—(Received June 18.) 

3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
gi r June 17, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to refer to your letter of the 22nd April relative to the 
property at Sliellilieh leased from Sheikh Morteza. 

Wo toko note of the arrangements made to refer the dispute between the Mourn* 
ol-Tojar and Sheikh Morteza to the Shari Court at Nejef. 

The difficulty which now presents itself to us is how we are to secure that a 
decision will bo arrived at by that court within reasonable time. We are of opinion 
that the real object of the Mouin-el-Tejar is to prevent or delay the building of our 
shed. Protracted proceedings at Nejef will satisfy this object. 

Wo submit that the case is not simply that of a dispute between two 1 ersmn 
subjects, the settlement of which properly belongs to the Shari Courts. We suggest 
that the matter on which we are applying for the protection of our legation is the 
interference of the Mouin by force to provent us from carrying on our lawful 
business, namely, the erection of a cargo store for the steam-ship Shushan at 
Sliellilieh on ground duly leased by us for that purpose from Sheikh Morteza. 1 lie 
ground in question was not in the actual possession of the Mouui-el-1 ojnr, for we had 
occupied the ground and partly built the store before he intervened. On our title 
being questioned we exhibited title-deeds apparently complete, whereas the Mourn was 
unable to produce complete documentary titles. Wo suggest that under these circum¬ 
stances our legation has good ground to require of the Persian Government that the 
ease of disputed Persian ownership, on which the interference of our business hangs, 
shall be tried in a secular court without undue delay, and that a representative of His 
Majesty’s legation shall be entitled to uttend the proceedings. 

Wo have just received an advice from our Ahwnz agent stating, that Sheikh 
Morteza now objects to the expense and loss of time involved in au enquiry conducted 
at Kerbeln and proposes Dizful. We are not aware whether the Mouin would agree to 
this change of plan. 


Our agent at the same time informs us that tho Sheikh Morteza is so confident of 
his title to the land in question that he now offers to complete the buildings needed for 
our purposes. As our contention is that Sheikh Morteza is the legal owner of the 
land, we see no objection to this course, and have consented to make him a small 
advance on his personal security for building purposes. 

Wo presume that if we obtain possession of the premises in this way without 
further protest from tho Persian Government His Majesty's legation will not allow us 
to be ejected at any subsequent time unless and until successful proceedings Bhall have 
been taken against us in His Majesty’s consular courts. 

I have, &c. 

H. W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 


[22854] No. 702. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 18.) 

(No. 475.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 18, 1909. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 150, from His Majesty’s consul-goneral 
at Tabreez:— 

“ Mokhashem has been appointed govornor of frontier districts between Ixhoi and 
Urumia. He is inclined to accept the appointment. It is intended to put a large 
forco at his disposal, but it seems probable that lack of monoy will prevent this. 
Thoro would, moreover, bo danger of a collision with tho Turks were any considerable 
force to accompany him. Mokliashem's sentiments are notoriously anti-Turkish, and 
the Turks themselves are not ignorant of his views.” 

The dispatch of a large forco to the frontier regions might well cause mischief, 
and could serve no useful purpose. After consultation with M. Sabline I propose to 
take steps privately to discourage this. 


[22855] No. 70S. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 18.) 

(No. 476.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 18,1909. 

BAST1S at Turkish consulate-general at Tabreez. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 157 of the 17th Juno, from His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Tabreez:— 

“ The Nationalists in asylum at tho Turkish consulate-general have by telegraph 
petitioned tho Turkish Parliament to assist them in their efforts to ensure a withdrawal 
of Russian troops. They are at the same time endeavouring by a process of intimida¬ 
tion to secure the signatures of respectable persons for a similar document and also in 
the hopo of closing the bazaars. 

“My Russian colleague and I have written to the Turkish consul-general that 
these Nationalists are abusing the rights accorded to them by Turkish protection ; and 
I am using what influence I have to counteract these intrigues.” 

Sadreddiu Bey tells me that he is asking lus consul-general for au explanation of 
the refugees’ action. 


[22886] No. 704. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 19.) 

Sir, Downing Street, June 18, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonics to transmit to you, for 
the information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, copy of a telegram to the officer 
[1619] 8 4 Y 









administering the Government of Canada on the subject of Peter Ellow, Turkish 
consular agent at Urumiah, in Persia. 

I am, &c. _ 

FRANCIS J. S. HOPWOOD. 


Inclosure in No. 704. 

The Earl of Crewe to Governor-General Earl Grey. 

(Telegraphic.) Downing Street , June 16, 1909. 

PLEASE telegraph as soon as possible whether Peter Ellow, now Turkish 
consular agent, Urumiah, Persia, is wanted by police authorities in British Columbia 
for obtaining money dishonestly. 


[22887] No - 705 - 

India Office In Foreign Office.—(lleceived June 19.) 

THE Under-Secretarv of Slate for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 15th June, relative to the Kobat garrison and the Seistan consular 
escort. 

India Office , June 18, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 705. 

Fmount Morley to Government of Mia. 

(Tolegrnphic.) P. Ind ;“ Office, June 15, 1909. 

[ APPROVE action reported in your telegram, dated the 4th may, as to Robat 
garrison. 

In the opinion of His Majesty’s Government no ground is afforded by present 
political situation in Persia for reconsidering the decision not to increase t-ho consular 
escort in Seistan. 

[22889] ' No. 700. 

India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received June 19.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 11th June, relative to the Mohammerah Consulate. 

India Office, June 18, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 700. 

Kiircounf Morley to the Government ot India. 

(TelographicO P. India Office, June II, 1909. 

MOHAMMERAH. See my telegram dated the 7th June. 

As Haworth is taking sick leave, Foreign Office propose dial, when McDouall goes 
to Kermanshah, Wilson, of Oil Guard, should take charge at Mohammerah. Please 
say whether you have any objection to this, and what rate of pay should bo drawn by 
Wilson. 


359 


[22970] *«• 707. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign O/fice.—(lleceived June 19.) 

Il’mc/iester House, Old Broad Street, London, 

Sj r> June 18, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the loth instant, 
callin" my attention to clause G of au agreement made on the 15th November, 190;), 
between Mr. Preece on behalf of the then holders of the Persian concession on the one 
hand and the Bakhtiari chiefs on the other. 

This was tho first time that my attention was called to the clause in question, and 
it has taken me a couple of days to investigate the matter. 

I find from Mr. Preece that when he negotiated this agreement with tho chiefs mid 
discussed the question of their allowing Europeans and others under them to go to 
live and work in the Bakhtiari country, when tho chiefs claimed that on the departure 
of these people their buildings should revert to the Bakhtiaris he had in his mind that 
such buildings would be all or mainly catclia, and that consequently the clause would 
be unobjectionable—in any case, that it involved comparatively speaking only a small 
sum of money'. 

It is true that in all human probability it can only involvo a small sum of money, 
as it does not cover plant, pipes, machinery, or anything of a kindred nature, but all 
the same I think that putting it into the agreement was a mistake. _ 

However that may he, it is a mistake to suppose that the Persian Government has 
taken no exception to this agreement. I have to-day obtained a copy (attached 
hereto) of a letter dated tho lGth August, 1900, from the British legation in Tehran to 
Sir Edward Grey, which shows that the Persians took exception to it in the strongest 
possible manner. 

In any case, I am sure that yon will feel that my company cannot now safely 
commit a similar mistake, and, besides, tho Sheikh’s demand, ns set forth in Major 
Cox’s telegram No. 180 of tho 18th May, 1909, is of a far more wide-reaching nature, 
viz.:— 

“ That all the company’s plant of machinery, workshop, and other erections upon 
the lands leased to them shall lapse to tile Sheikh.” 

As Oil these lauds it is proposed to erect an oil refinery mid all necessary 
buildings, with plant, machinery, and pipe lines, the value involved will certainly not 
lie under a quarter of a million sterling, and may easily run to a million or more if the 
company has before it the successful career that we all anticipate. 

In conclusion I ask leave to say that my company has no objection as such to 
allowing a reversion to the Slioikh oil the expiry of tho concession or of any renewal 
or extension thereof, but that it is precluded by one of tho terms of the concession from 
specifically promising such reversion to the Sheikh as against the Persian Government, 
and 1 sincerely hope that Major Cox, when this is clearly put before him (as it will be 
by our Persian agents, Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co. on arrival of to-day's outward 
mail, if it bus not already lieen put), will succeed in persuading tho Sheikh to either 
waive his demand or else to he satisfied with the undertaking given in my letter of tho 
27tli ultimo, paragraph 17. 

I am, &c. 

E. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 707. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. 

(No. 213.) 

gi r> Gulaliek, August 1G, 190G. 

' WITH reference to my despatch No. 19G of the 19th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a translation ol a note from tho Mushir-ed-Dowleh regarding the 
agreement signed last autumn between the Bakhtiari Khans and the oil syndicate. 

You will see that the Persian Government dony that without their approval the 
concessiounaires have the right to make with any person an agreement the stipulations 
of which affect tho rights of that Government. 

I have, Ac. 

EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 707. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grunt Duffi. 


(Translation.) 26, 1906. 

I HAVE received your note of the 18th instant respecting the statements made by 
the Bakhtiari chiefs to Abbas Kuli Khan in connection with the agreement made by 
them with the oil syndicate. 

In reply to the reference made in your note to Article 3 of the concession, I have 
the honour to state that the article in question only refers to the lease or purchase of 
lands about which the concessionnaires can come to terms with tho owners, but the 
latter cannot, without the knowledge or approval of the Persian Government, make 
with any person an agreement the stipulations of which affect the rights of the 
Government. 

Tho Persian Government cannot accept the agreement which the oil syndicate 
propose to make with the chiefs, and when the draft was sent to tho Foreign Office a 
reply was sent in writing, saying that the Persian Government could not accept and 
certify tho agreement in question, and also, in my note respecting the complaints made 
by the Shoja-es-Sultan, I referred to the matter and await an answer for communication 
to him. 


[22925] No. 708. 

Memt. Eltinyer and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received June 19.) 

Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, June IS, 1909. 

WE are in receipt of yours of yesterday and note that His Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran has been informed by telegraph of the dissatisfaction expressed by the Moin-ut- 
Tujjar at the arrangement made for the sequestration of any payment under the terms 
of his contract with Messrs. Andrew Woir and Co. and ourselves. 

We presume that our letter of the 13th May last made it perfectly clear to you 
that any soquestration, temporary or otherwise,of the value payable by Messrs. Andiew 
Woir and Co. against shipments of oxide would be seriously prejudicial to our interests 
quite irrespective to those of the Moin, as it is provided under the contract between 
the Moin, Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., and ourselves that all such moneys should 
be payable to us. We regret very much that we are still without any clear explanation 
of the real arrangement that has been made. It has always appeared to us highly 
improbable that His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran could have agreed to any arrange¬ 
ment as to the sequestration of any money other than that which may bo payable under 
the terms of the concession to the Persian Government, and wo still hope that this 
may be tho case. Since wo wrote to you on tho 24th May considerable sales of the 
Ormuz oxide have been made, and the British companies running steamers home from 
the Persian Gulf have within the last few days been invited to make offers for the 
carrying of oxide from Ormuz homewards, and consequently at auy inomont it may 
become neecssury to know where we stand. 

We take it from your letter under reply that His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran will 
telegraph you iu reply to your enquiry how matters stuud generally and whether 
normal conditions have been restored now that a constitution has again been granted by 
the Shah of Persia, but if this is not so and you oidy expect to hear in reply to your 
enquiries by letter, we shall be glad to now have an opportunity of reconsidering the 
question as to whether it would not be advisable to get the information by telegraph 
as suggested by you in Mr. Mallet's telegram to us of the loth ultimo. 

Wo are, &c. 

ELLINGEK and Co. 
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[22938] No. 709. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 19. > 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 19,1909. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 423 of the 30th May respecting exchange of 
telegraphs. . 

I will do all I can on the lines indicated in your telegram No. 302. 

There has been a considerable change in the situation since the dispatch of 
my above-mentioned telegram; in fact, so strong has the animus against Russia 
become that fear of the Assembly would prevent any Minister from agreeiug to tho 
exchange in question. - . , .. 

Our convention respecting the Arabistan lines would almost certainly lonncler it 
the present scheme were pushed through, and the latter should therefore, if possible, 
be postponed. 


[22961] 


(No. 478.) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 19.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 19, 1909. 

V I VENTURE to submit, in reply to your telegram No. 299, that more harm than 
good would be occasioned if the Anglo-Russian programme were published with the 
omission of point 6. , 

It is now no secret that an advance from the Russian Govommeut forms part o£ 
the joint programme, and distrust will accordingly be increased if no allusion is made 

11 About a fortnight ago the “ Evening Standard," quoting the “ Vossischo Zeitung,” 
published a grotesque travesty of the joint programme, and the misapprehension that 
has arisen about the scope of that instrument is doubtless to be attributed to that 
publication. 


[22974 i No. 711. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 19.) 

fNo 479 1 

(Teiegraphio.) P. Gulahek, June 19, 1909. 

BAKHTIARI advance. . 

News has reached the Palace that 1,000 Bakhtiari, as reported in my telegram 
No. 471 of the 17tli June, have set out from Ispahan. The Court and Cabinet are 
greatly alarmed. . ,. 

It is believed that they aro marching on Kaskan, where there is a considerable 
force of Royalist troops. . TI , , 

The chief of the latter force, Amir Mufakham, is now in Tehran. He fears that 
his men will join forces with the other Bakhtiari unless pay is forthcoming. 


[22976] 


No. 712. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 19.) 


(No. 480.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

MESHED situation. 

I have received the following telegram 
consul-general at Meshed ;— 


Gulahek, June 19, 1909. 
No. 32 of the 18th June from Ilia Majesty’s 


“ On the 16th June Rukn-ed-Dowleh, the new governor-general, arrived, and on 
the 17th I called on him. ’Hie Nationalists still hold the city and the telegraph office, 
aud the governor is for the present powerless. 

11649] 1 z 









« A further detachment of Russian cosaackB destined for Meshed has now orosseJ 

It was at the suggestion of the two legations that Rukn-ed-Dowleh was appointed 
to this post. During his former tenure of this oOiee prev.ous to the outbreak of 
anarchy he governed satisfactorily. 


[22971] No. 713 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. - Gulahek, June 19, 1909. 

MOIN-UT-TUJJAIl'S steamers on the Karun. . , 

Moin has declared that the roport mentioned in your telegram No. PUI ot tile 
17th Juno is entirely without foundation, lie affirms that no foreigners, and least of 
all Gormans, will be granted the management of his steamers on the Karun. 


[22962] No. 7U - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received June 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . 7Wra», June 19, 1909. 

ACTION of German consulate at Busline. 

Please inform mo if any action on my telegram No. 374 of the 8th instant is taken 
at Berlin. I should not wish German Minister to think 1 had complaiued behind his 
hack. Ilave you yet received the summary promised by llis Majesty s consul-general 

at Bushire? . . , , 

My copy has probably been stolen in transit through the post. 


[22983] No. 7m 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay.—(Received Foreign Office, June 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bushire, June 19, 1909. 

MOHAMMERAII. Foreign Office telegram No. 303 to you. 

The matter is undoubtedly urgent, for, until the lease is signed, the sheikh can 
get none of the money of which he says in his letter that he is greatly in ne ®d* 

1 wrote informally to tho sheikh before sending my telegram No. blO of the 
16th June. 1 informed him of his prospects of receiving 10,500/. before very long 
and of the attending circumstances, and I expressed the hope that m view of these 
prospects he wovdd be able to wait for another three weeks. 1 promised to go to 
Moluimmornh immediately 1 received the draft lease, when I hope matters would he 
brought to a speedy and satisfactory finish. 

1 thought when I sent my above-mentioned telegram that 1 could get any 
explanations I required when the draft was on its way, and that thore would therefore 
1 m? no need for any delay of this sort after it had been received. 

There is no immediate need for action in the question of the reversion of the 
buildings. 1 hope that tho solution indicated by yourself or the Foreign Office may 
settle the matter, but before discussing it with the sheikh and Haji Rais I cannot feel 
very confident. Before this discussion takes placo I should like to be fully informed 
of tho views of His Majesty’s Government. The Bakhtiari agreement of tho 
11th December, 1905, may be familiar to tho sheikh and his factotum, in which case they 
nmv refer me to it and enquire why differential treatment should be applied to tho 
sheikh’s territory. On the other hand, they may never have heard of or seen tho terms 
of the agreement. 


[22982] 


b(53 

No. 716. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 20.) 
feeShic) P, Gulahek, June 20, 1909. 

i^^fto^traderatand Ellinger’s complaint, of which you inform me in yonV 

telegram No. 300 of the 1/th June. . , . 

°I mode a promise to the Nationalists, in order to put an end to the stoppage of 
mining operations which they had brought about, that all payments for oxide would 
temporarily be hold back. I did not, however, take any measures to ensure this, since 
to my knowledge no payments were at that time due. Now that matters have resumed 
their normal course I shall naturally not interfere. ... ,, 1 

Moin-ut-Tujjar lias now expressed his gratitude for our action in this matter, and 

declares that he has made no complaint. _ 

May I venture to suggest that you should ask Ellinger whether payments aro in 
default, in which case you might ask Weir for an explanation. 


[22984] Na a7 ' 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eaward Grey.-(Received June 20.) 

(No 483.) Gulahek, June 20, 1909. 

HlS^Majesty’s consul-general at Tabreez has telegraphed (No. 158) as follows : — 

«> From the roof of the house which figured in the recent incident a number of 
shots were fired last night in the direction of a house occupied by Russian soldiers in 
the neighbourhood of the Russian consulate-general. There were no casualties, though 
some of the windows were broken. The assailants escaped, and there is no indication 
of their identity. During the night Sattar Khan was absent from the lurkuh 
consulate-general, it is said, in his own house. Early this morning, however, he 
returned to his former place of refuge. 

“ The importance of arriving ut some arrangement as regards these bastis has been 
rendered more evident by this occurrence. A continuance of such incidents is to be 

expected so long as they are able to intrigue in safety. 

1 “It is desired by tho Russian military authorities to disarm any of the police whom 
there is reason to believe are fedais in disguise, and to destroy the house in question. 
“M. Miller is telegraphing to St. Petershurgli for instructions on this question. 

For the moment our chief concern is to ensure the departure of the two leading 
bastis from this place of refuge. Any efforts in this direction will not, however, be 
facilitated by disarming police, who are notoriously their adherents, or by further 

demolition of houses. ... xr ir.i_ 

As to the guarantees for these men mentioned in my telegram No. 451, no reply 
has yet been received from the Russian Government. 


[22985] N .°- 7ia 

Sir G. Lowlher to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 20,1909. 

TABREEZ refugees. . . . ._, ._ 

I ben to state that tho Minister for Foreign Affairs here has received from 
St. Petersburgh the same news as that contained in Sir G. Barclay & telegrams 
Nos. 473 and 476, and that ho has, in consequence, directed the Turkish cousul-gcnoral 
at Tabreoz to act with circumspection. 
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[23018] 


No. 719. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 21.) 

(No. 367 ) Petersburgh , June 9,1909. 

* THE Persian Minister, Isaak Khan, called on me to-day. He said that he had 
heard that the Nasr-ul-Mulk had shown some hesitation as to returning to Persia. I 
said that it was true that his Excellency had wavered a little at first, and had been 
preoccupied with the health of his son, hut that I understood that he was now prepared 
to proceed. Isaak Khan said that he knew the Nasr-ul-Mulk very well, and though ho 
was an excellent and upright man and a good financier, he doubted if he had sufficient 
strength of character to undertake the responsible post of Prime Minister, and perhaps 
it might be better if he were to be content with the portfolio of the Ministry of Finance. 
Moreover, the Saad-cd-Dowleh might not be inclined to work under the Nasr-ul-Mulk, 
and as the former was a strong man, perhaps he might be given the Presidency of the 
Council of Ministers. . . . 

I asked Isaak Khan if he were not a relative of the oaad-ed-Uowleh. lie said 
that he was his cousin, but that he never allowed family connections to affect his 
opinion. I observed that tho Nasr-ul-Mulk was appointed President of the Council, 
and that there could he no question of going back on the appointment, and that the 
Saad-cd-Dowleh would have to work cordially with his colleague for the good of his 
country. The object of Isaak Khans visit was pretty obvious and by whom it had 
been prompted. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON 


L23021] No. 720. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 21.) 

(No. 371.) 

S’, r| St. Petersburgh, June 12, 1909. 

I SPOKE to-day to M. Isvolsky in regard to the general situation in Persia, with 
especial reference to the reported Turkish encroachments in the western districts and 
the disorders at Meshed, and 1 read to him the substance of the telegmmB which 
Sir George Barclay hail been good enough to communicate to me. His Excellency said 
that ho was awaiting some further information from Urumia as to what was actually 
occurring on and near to the frontier, and 1 will revert to the subject when I next see 
M. Isvolsky. As to Meshed, his Excellency had received practically the same informa¬ 
tion as that which had reached Sir George Barclay, and he added that the situation in 
that town would form the subject of discussion at a meeting to be held to-night of the 
Special Committee which dealt with Persian uffuira. M. Klemin, who was formerly 
Russian consul-general at Meshed and now attached to the Ministry, was of opinion 
that it would not be necessary to despatch any considerable force to Meshed, as Hie 
inhabitants were far more manageable than those in the northern and western districts 
of Persia. 

1 asked M. Isvolsky whether he had received any recent news from 'labreez. lie 
said that nothing pf any fresh importance had reached him within the last day or two. 
He, stated to me that he had now gone carefully into all the proceedings of General 
Snarsky, and he was of opinion that the latter* had not gone beyond his functions. The 
quarter of the town where the disturbances had occurred was close to the Russian 
comp, and certain conditions which General Snarsky had laid down in consequence of 
the assault on a Russian sentry had not been fully earned out. Arms had not been 
delivered up and some l>arricades had not been destroyed, and therefore when a serious 
disturbance had broken out in close proximity to the Russian camp the General had 
thought it necessary to take certain measures. There had been absolutely no intention 
of intervening in any way with the internal affairs and disputes. He could, however, 
tell me that, in accordance with a suggestion from M. Sabline, he thought that the Russian 
Government would now reduce the number of Russian guards in Tabreez itself, and at 
the same time reduce the strength of the force outside of the town. He could not tell 
me the exact numbers and details of the reduction, as these matters would be decided 
at the committee meeting which was to be held to-night. 

I said that I was glad to hear that the Russian force was to l)e reduced, as the 
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step would produce a good effect. As M. Isvolsky had given me good news, and as I 
unaerstand he will communicate in writing a statement of the proceedings of the 
Russian general at Tabreez, I did not consider it necessary to enter into a discussion as 
to whether or not General Snarsky had exceeded his functions, though the explanation 
given to me did not appear very convincing. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[23025] 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—'Received June 21.) 

(No. 375.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh , June 14, 1909. 

ON the receipt of your telegram No. 739 of the 10th instant, I addressed a note 
to the Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, of which I have the honour to transmit a 
cony. The terms of my note were in accord with the sentence of my telegram No. 96 
relating to the exchange of the telegraph lines, on which you were good enough to 
authorize me to take action. After the despatch of my note I received your telegram 
No. 743, which intimated that it would be better to defer action on the exchange of the 
telegraph lines until the Arabistan convention had been ratified by the Persian 
Assembly. I would beg leave to submit that it would be undesirable to follow up my 
note of the 11th instant by another one which would appear to postpone to a somewhat 
nebulous date the initiation of negotiations for the exchange of the telegraph lines. 
Before the question of the Arabistan convention arose both Governments were desirous 
of taking advantage of the first favourable opportunity to approach the Persian Govern¬ 
ment for effecting the exchange. When the Arabistan convention was being dealt with 
the Russian Government, at the desire of His Majesty’s Government, agreed to await 
its conclusion and to give it precedence, and, in fact, practically to suspend all treatment 
of other telegraph questions. Now that presumably the Arabistan convention has lx*en 
signed, it might give rise to misunderstandings were we to propose that a further 
postponement should occur. It is, I submit, feasible to proceed without delay to the 
construction of the second wire from Tehran to Shahrud, as the matter appears to be 
practically settled with the Persian Government; and this work could doubtless lie 
commenced Ixjfore discussions were opened for the exchange of telegraph lines. It is 
proposed to leave to the two representatives at Tehran the choice of a favourable 
opportunity to commence discussions with the Persian Government as to the exchange, 
and it seems to me that it would lie better to leave the matter in that position. '1 he 
two questions to which the Russian Government apparently attach much importance 
are the exchange of the telegraph lines and the construction of the second wire to 
Shahrud. They have evinced good-will in meeting our wishes in other respects, and I 
should not like’ that they should consider that hesitation was being shown on our side 
to carry out an arrangement on which the two Governments came to an agreement 
nearly two years ago. 

1 would propose, therefore, to address a second note to the Russian Government 
simply stating that His Majesty’s Government have no objection to the immediate 
construction of a second wire from Tehran to Shahrud, and that there are no accounts 
between the Persian Government and the Indo-European Telegraph Company ns to the 
Tehrnn-Klmnikin line, which is worked entirely by the Persian Telegraph administra¬ 
tion. I should lx? grateful if your views were kindly transmitted to this embassy by 
telegraph. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosuro in No. 721. 

Aide-memoire. 

HIS Britannic Majesty’s Emljussy had the honour to receive the aide*rti6moire 
which the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs was good enough to address to it on 
the 16th (29th) May relative to telegraph lines in Persia. 

His Majesty’s ’Emlxassy is now in a position to inform the Imperial Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs that His Majesty's Government agree to the wording proposed in the 
[1649] ' 5 A 
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above-mentioned aide-memoire of the secret agreement to be nyule between the two 
Governments in respect to the employment, if necessary, of Russian signallers on the 
Arnbistnn lines ; and they also agree to a clause being added os desired by the Imperial 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, that such signallers should be attached to the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department, and considered as employ^ of that department. 

As to the exchange of the control over the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf Nasratabad 
telegraph lines, His Majesty's Embassy would propose that the representatives of the 
two” Governments at Tehran should be authorized to bring the question before the 
Persian Government at the first favourable opportunity. 

Mis Majesty’s Embassy will do itsell the honour of addressing a further aide- 
memoire to the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs in regard to the remaining points 
to which reference was made in the aide-memoire of the 16th (-9th) May. 

St. Pettrsburgh, A lay 29 (June 111, 1909. 


[23030] No - 722 - 

Sir A. Nicoleon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 21.) 

GSn. 33 J.) Peterrburgh, June 16, 11)09. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an aide-memoire which 1 have 
recoived from the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs, rospeoting the recent events in 
Tnbreez and the conduct of the Russian general in that town. 

I have, Ac. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 722. 

Aide-memoire communicated to Sir A. Nicoluon. 

(Prive et confidential.) , 

LES renseignements parvenus au Ministhre Imperial des Affaires Etrungferes au 
sujet des (lenders uveiieinfiits A lalllis no iaissent aucun doute quo le chef du ddtache- 
mlmt russe dans cettu ville n’a nuileineut transgress^ les instructions dont il avait 
dtd muni, et quo les niesures prises ]iar ini n’out eu aucunement le caract&re d une 
iinmixtion dans les affaires inWrieures do la Perse ni d’un appai accordii au bcliali au 
detriment du parti nationaliste. 

Le eh&timent infligd par le Gdnural Snarski au u.muniS Joussouf et it son fibre, 
dont les mnisons out etu dduKtlies, ninsi qu’it queiques autres partisans (le Sattar 
Ivhan, a eld proVoqud par line infraction grave aux dispositions prises auriis regres¬ 
sion commise centre une .le nos sontinelles eu vue de garantir i’ordre dans la ville et la 
securitiS de aos pastes militnires. Le vice-gouverneur s utant montre impuissant it 
oiVectuer la destruction des barricades elevees it proximite de notre camp et it empficiier 
uae lutfo arnaie dans les ntbines parages, le General Snarski seat vu oblige (le prendre 
lui-ineiiio des niesures pour assurer la seen rite de m>s troupes et des sujets russes et 
(Strangers. 

Pour ce qui est <lu fait que Sattar, Bnghir, et (|UelqUCS autres Natiouahstes oat 
pris “liest" au consuiat giSinSral Ottoman, lea renseignements reyus par le Mmistime 
ImtxSriul des Affaires lWngbrea dtablissont clairement que ce “ best ” a dtfi le 
riSsultat des intrigues ill! consul general de Turquio, et quon no saurait l'attrihuer 
mix niesures prises par nos autorites militaires. Les reprdeeutants consulaires do 
Russia et do la Grande-Breliigne A Taurie ont reuilu eornpte it lours Gouvernentents des 
intriguessusmeutionndes. Dailleure, il serait difficile d'expliquer autreiuent ce "best, 
vu que le Schah avait proclaims une omnistie gelierale it l’eudroit do toils le-s <1 (Slits poli- 
tiques, et que queiques jours nupiiravant Sattar Khun avait adiessu au consuiat general 
lie Russia la pribre do lut acooeder la protection du Gouvernement. russe ; cettq pribre 
avait ete aecueillie favoralilemont, et par consequent le chet nationalists n’nvnit rieu it 
entindre, ni de la part du Gouvornement persan, ai do cello des autorit(Ss ruases, et 
aurait pu continuer it sbjonrner eu toute sbeuritb ii Tauris. Tout en estimant que le 
deiiarl do Tauris do Sattar ot do Bnghir coutribuerait sans doute au rbtshliasemeut du 
caline, non soulement ii Tauris, mots aussi dans 1' Azerbaijan, et mfime dans la Porso 
tout entibre, le Gouvernement Imperial jt'tt cepeudant jamais e.xige lour expulsion. Le 


Gouvornement ottoman ayant proposiS de laisser ces individus quitter le temtqire 
persan en lour ussurnnt les moyens do le faire en parfaite sbeuntb, le Cabinet dc onint- 
Pbtersbourg s’est hornb it accepter cette proposition.^ Le Gouvernement russe n insisto 
nullement sur le depart de ces individus, mnis s’ils quittaient le territoire person de ieur 
propre orb le fibre passage par la voie du Caucase leur serait volontiers accordiS. 

L’btnt de chores it Tauris s’btnut cousidbrahlement ambliorb, il a btb dbcidb que le 
nomhre des troupes russes sera dbs it prbsent rtSduit, et que les postal militaires russes 
dans les diffbrents quarters'de la ville seront peu it peu retirbs. Quant it k reduction 
ultbrieure du uombre de ces troupes, vu l’nbsence d'une autoritb locale suthsante pour 
maintenir l’ordre, elle sera etiectube graduellement. Le rappel defimtif des forces russes 
aura lieu aprbs l'arrivbe it Tauris du nouveau gouverneur gbnbral, accompagnb d une 
force persano suffisante, et dbs quo l’on aura constatb que 1’ordre et la sbeuntb des sujets 
russes et btrangers ont bib suffisnmment rbtablis. 

Saint-PAersbourg , le 2 (15) juin, 1909. 


[23158] 


No. 723. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 21.) 

femuhic) P Gulaltek, June 21, 1909. 

^ TO-DAY I received a visit from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who emphasised 
the serious nature of the present situation, outlined in my telegram No. 472 of the 
17th instant and my telegram No. 479 of yesterday. Ills Exrellency stated that 
Sirdar Assad had been in correspondence with the nationalists at Kasvm and was now 
marching to Tehran at the head of a large force, nominally to compel the Government 
to put tile constitution into force, although the latter have begun to carry out the 
Amdo-Russian programme without any loss of time. Saad-ed-Dowleh added that the 
reason of his visit was that the Shah wished me to be informed that the patience of 
the Government was exhausted and it had been decided to dispatch Amir Mufnkham, the 
Bakhtiari chief, who was royalist, to summon his followers and oiler a resistance to the 

Sirdar’s advance. . „ . , T it .. , . , 

This would amount to the reopening of civil war, and I therefore deprecated it, 
while advocating the adoption of conciliatory measures. I also told him ot the 
telegraphic instructions which Mr. Grahame had received from the legation on tins 

^ His Excellency replied that, as regards my suggestion that conciliatory measures 
should l>e adopted by Amir Mufakham, such a course would be to no purpose, but that 
the Government would wait two days before taking action, if I could discover any way 
of stopping the advance of Sirdar Assad. My answer to this was that 1 could do 
nothing further unless I received instructions from you, to whom, I added, I had already 
reported the action 1 had taken. .. , , 

Mr. Grahame wus obliged to send by letter my message to the Sirdar, as the latter 
had already stir ted. 1 have not yet'heard what effect it had on his Excellency. 
Supposing it were to fail in its object, I venture to suggest that the British and Russian 
consuls-genend at Ispahan should bo instructed to overtake him and to inform him that 
the two Governments advise him most seriously to return to Ispahan and abandon 
the demonstration, which can only be regarded as most foolish. 

My private advice to Saad-ed-Dowleh was to get the new electoral law promulgated 
without a moment’s delay. When it was shown to the provinces it called forth, it i9 
true, criticism from the nationalists at Tnbreez, hut in spite of that it is a measure <>l a 
most democratic nature. I pointed out to Saad-ed-Dowleh that it was hopeless to 
expect to satisfy all sections of the community, that the electoral law had been drafted 
by an able committee, and that in the Anglo-Hussian programme thoro was no 
stipulation that it should be submitted to the provinces. His Excellency assured me 
that lie would have it promulgated on the 21st instant. 

A telegram in the sonso of the above is being dispatched to St. Petcrsburgh by 
M. Sabline. 


















Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 21.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahck, June 21, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops at Tabreez. 

I have received the following telegram No. 159 of the 20th June from His Majesty 8. 
consul-general at Tabreez:— 

“ Two companies of infantry and a howitzer battery left for Russia yesterday, and 
to-dny the bulk of troops have changed their quarters ;is foreshadowed in my telegram 
No. 153." 


[23263] No. 725. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received June 21.) 

(No. 4S0.) 

(Tolegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 21, 1909. 

ZII>-ESSULTAN. 

I learn from the Minister for Foreign Allaire that His Imperial Highness is about 
to return. 

A short time ago he was offered by the Persian Government the governorship of 
Fars and invited to return to this country to take up his charge. Receiving no reply, 
the Government enuuired telegraphically of the Persian Minister in Paris, who answered 
that His Imperial Highness was no longer there. 

The Shah has now received a telegram from Berlin in which the Zil-es-Sultan 
thanks His Majesty and signifies his acceptance of the post offered him. 


[23292] No. 72(1. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received June 21.) 

(No. 487.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 21, 1909. 

WITH reference to my communication to Sirdar Assad—see my telegrams Nos. 479 
and 484 of the 18th and 2oth respectively—I have now received a reply to the effect 
that “constitutional purposes" necessitate his going to the capital, and that the 
presence of the Ibrces which accompany him is for the purpose of securing the safety of 
ni« person. 

Mr. Grahame informs me that the Bakhtiaris are advancing by the Naizar road, 
which does not pass by Kashan. It would thus appear that they desire to avoid a 
conflict with the royalist troops in that town. 

If it be the intention of Sirdar Assad merely to demonstrate on behalf of the 
constitution and thereby save his face, we may regard this move on his part as simply 
u mischievous and ill-timed prank, from which he may be dissuaded ny the earnest 
advice which my Russian colleague and I have sent him. Should he, however, have 
some ulterior motive, it is improbable that he will be checked by our advice, and in 
that case we can do nothing more, but must let matters run their course ; but I am of 
opinion that our assurances to the Shah oblige our affording His Majesty such support 
as is involved in the suggested advice. 

1 learn from a despatch recently received from Mr. Grahame that the garbled 
version of our programme to which l had the honour to draw your attention in my 
telegram No. 478 of the 19th Juno has boon accepted as gospel by the Bakhtiari. It 
is certainly desirable that, before the Sirdar makes any further udvance, we should put 
him right on this point. 
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[22706] No- 727 - 

Sir Eduard Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Telegraphic) R Foreign Office, June 21, 1909. 

' YOUR telegram No. 472 [o£ the 17th June : Bakhtiaris and the constitution]. 
Action approved. 


[22962] No. 728. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Telegraphic.) P. ^reign Office, June 21, 1909. 

ACTION of German consulate at Bushire. Your telegram of the 19th .lune. 

I have not yet received the summary. If the necessity arises for taking any action 
at Berlin you will be informed. 


[22854] No. 729. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Tdegraphic.) R. Foreign Office. June 21, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 475 [of the ISth June : Turko-Persiau frontier]. 

Proposed action approved. 


[23158] No. 730. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

{Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 21, 1909 

BAKHTIARI advance on Tehran. 

I approve the language held by you as reported in your telegram No. 484 ol the 

“'"’ t You'should carry out your suggestion and send the British consul-general after 
Sirdar Assad without delay, aud request your Russian collenguo also to act similarly. 


[22961] No. 731. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Garnett. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 21, 1909- 

IN view of the circumstances reported by Sir G. Barclay in his telegram No. 47o 
of the 19th Juno, it would presumably be better to allow the question of the pubuca- 
tion of the Anglo-RuBsian representations to the Shah to drop, and you may inform the 
Russian Government that this is the opinion of His Majesty’s Government. 


[22945] No. 732. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicohon. 

§i r " " '' Foreign Office, June 21, 1909. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copy of a communication haudod to 
Sir C Hardinge bv the Turkish chargC- d’affaires on the 2ud iuetaut relative to the 
protection accorded to Sattar and Bagher Khans by the Turkish cousulato-general at 
Tabreez, and the view of the incident taken by the Sublime Porte. 

It does not seem to me at all desirable that the presence at Tabreez of these two 
individuals, both of whom are Persian Nationalists, should be dependent on the whim 
[1649] 5 B 
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of tho Russian commander, and their expulsion by his ordors would create a storm in 
this country. 

Your Excellency will perceive that the point at issue is covered by the general 
terms of my telegram No. 713 of the 3rd instant. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


Inclosure in No. 732. 

Note communicated to Sir C. Hardinge by Djevad Bey , June 2, 1909. 

LES chefs du parti liberal & Tabriz, Settar et Bakir Khan, s’dtant refugies au 
consulat general ottoman dans la ditc ville, lo Gouvernement Imperial a invite le 
titulaire de ce poste a leur accorder asile suivant Tusago consacrd on Perse, et il lui a 
recommandd que si le commandant des forces russes voyait un inconvenient serieux au 
stijour des dita refugies it Tabriz il leur fut permis en tout cas de quitter le territoire 
persan dans des conditions de security absolue. 

Arnbassaue Impcriale de Turquie , Londres , 
le 2 juin, 1909. 


[23422] No. 733. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 22.) 

(No. 488.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gululiek, June 22, 1909. 

MOHAMM ERAII consulate. 

i have addressed tho following telegram to-day to His Majesty’s consul at 
Mohammerah:— 

“On the arrival of Lieutenant Wilson, until now in command of the oil guard, at 
Mohammerah, you should hand over your consulate to him, and yourself take charge of 
tho consulate at Kormnnshah, proceeding to that placo with as little delay as possible.” 


[23483] No. 734. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 22.) 

(No. 318) 

(Tolcgraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, June 22, 1909. 

IAltULE/. I was informed by Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day that his 
information tallied with that reported in Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 483. On my 
inquiring if the Russian General had demolished the house, as ho had threatened to do, 
M. Isvolsky replied that lie had not heard whether he had done so or not, but in his 
Excellency a opinion such an action would almost be justified, as stops woidd have to 
be taken to prevent furthor incidents of this nature. 1 pointed out that such an action 
would not have a reassuring effect on the “ bastis,” whom it was desirablo to iuducc to 
leave the Turkish consulate-general. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs informed mu that tho Russian Government had no 
quarrel against these persons, and that they wero prepared to give them a safo-conduct. 
Iiis Excellency added that he had spoken to the Turkish Ambassador in this sense. 


[23485] No. 735. 

-'( r ‘ Garnett to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 22.) 

11 clegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, June 22,1909. 

t LKolAN programme. 

In reply to your telegram No. 784 pf yesterday’s date I have the honour to inform 
you that the Minister for Foreign Affairs agrees that it would be advisablo to delnv 
publication. J 

I have informed ilis Majesty's Minister at Tehran of the above. 
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[22287] No. 736. 

8ir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 309.) * 

(1 elegraplnc.) P. Foreign Office, June 22, 1909. 

A it A mbi AN irrigation. 

India Office consider that it will be beat only to give pledges of support and 
approval to sheikh in general terms, otherwise they agree to suggestion in vour 
telegram No. 416 of the 25th May. hb y0,,r 

Cox’s telegram No. 496 of the 18th May. 

We can now answer sheikh’s declaration, saying that His Majesty’s Government 
take note of the assurances given by him in regard to the Ahwaz dam concession as 
well as to the less important schemes under beading2 ; and, further, that nis Majesty’s 
Government will support and approve him in applying for a concession for tho 
construction of the dam when a favourable moment arises for making such an 
application. 


[22982] No. 737. 

Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger and Go. 

S ' r ’ wrmrr t , , Foreign Office, June 22, 1909. 

W III reference to the letter from this department of the 17th instant 1 am 
directed by Secretory Sir E. Grey to inform you that a telegram has been received 
from Uis Majesty s Minister at Tehran on tho subj’ect of Hormuz oxide. 

Sir G. Barclay states that he does not clearly understand the nature of your 
complaint. Although, in order to terminate the stoppage of work by tho Nationalists 
in Hormuz, he promised to causo all payments for oxide to be retained temporarily lie 
did not actually take any steps in the matter, as lie understood that there were no 
payments duo; nor docs he propose in the future to take any steps, as the local situa¬ 
tion is now normal. 

It appears that the Moin-ut-Tujjar declares that he made no complaint, and he 
has now expressed gratitude for the action taken by Ilis Majesty’s legation. 

l am to enquire whether, as far as you are aware, any payments are in default • 
and, if so, 1 am to suggest that Messrs. Weir and Co. should be asked to furnish 
explanations on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[23530J ’ No. 738. 

Report on Situation in Tehran, Ispahan, and Tabreez.—(Communicated by Count 
Benckendorff, June 23, 1909.) 

■ , '■ V* slt ’ mtlon & Kazvili s’est nggravde et inspire de stiricuses apprehen¬ 

sions. Sepehdnr seat dcartd do 1 administration, laquolle serait entre les mains des 
Armemeiis et des iddais. Cette administration ee rddiiit il dee brigandages et des 
exactions d impdts. lies orate,irs venus do Kerbela excitent les esprit* contra 
l'lntervention des Puissances. 1 uu 

Ell presence de nouyellcs analogues reques de diverses villes, le chared d’affaires 
de Russia commence il redouter quo lo mouvemeut oonstitutionnel ne so motto it ddgdndror 
en mouvemont danarchie pure. » 

.2. Ispahan. La population,, lasso de troubles, ddsire Zilli Sultan. Sa promote 
nomination dviteraiU Td idran 1 invasion des Bakhtiara; it Ispahan elle dviterait leur 
prdseuco et rendrait la paix it la rdgion. 

ii . ^'^t'rize. ~Los marcliands de l’endroit demaudent qu’on obtiouno pour eux 
1 ai tonsation du Sohali do se mettre tomporairement sous la protection de la Russio par 
suite d e 1 impuissanco du vice-gouverneur, et de les met tre it l’abri des exactions et lies 
peradoutions do la baude do Satar et do Hagir. Les membres intransigoants do 
'M-ovcH.ne.. de I’agitationlt I’occasion du prochain transfert du 
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Le mirant du consulat g<$ni$ral de Russie a rc 9 u la visite de soil collfcgue de Turquie, 
qui explfque'le best de Safer et de Bagir, par la craiute d une K erne de la part du 
Gouvernement persan au cas oil celui-oi <5tabW son pouvoir dans 1 

D’apriis lea reuseignemente des consuls de Russie et de Grande-Brctagne, une 
reunion a eu lieu au consulat gdndral de Turquie, au coura de laquellu des discoure ont 
prononcfe eontre leurs deux Gouvernemeuts. La nSumon a dt<S peu nombreuse, m« grd 
les efforts des partisans do Satar et de Bagir d assembler le plus de monde possible k 
Vaide de menaces et m6me de la force. Aucuue personne sdneuse neis y trojivait; trois 
membrcs de l’endioumen (Staient pr&ents. Un pared abusdu droit d lnviolabilitd paiait 
inadmissible. Lea fddais de Kazvin ont MldgraphuS au Jeune lure Ahmed Riza Be> 
d'etre le ddfenseur du peuple persan auprbs des Parlements du monde entier. La copie 
de ieur t<$l4frramme suit par post©. , _ 

Cent quarante Kilni's environ, expulsds de Salmas par les Turcs, se sont (Stablis dans 
trois villages voisins de Tavrize. Le sujet russe Heydar Khan, qui avail jute une bombe 
eontre le Scbah et qui avail «Std it la Ideation, fait aussi partie de cette bande. Heydar 
Khan (alias Amu-Ogly) a eu une conference avec Satar Khan. On est apparemment 
ddeidfi it oonccntier la bande dans le village de Lialia, le plus rapprochd de lavnze et 
oil le consul gdndral de Turquie compte passer ldtd avec Satar et Bagir et leurs 

compa^nons^e ^ ^ font ^g livrer pal . ] es habitants do Tavrize, preeminent 

ddvalises, des recus conime quoi l’argent et les biens emportds auraient i5td restitute 
Pendant deux semaines le gemnt du consulat gdndral de Russie a vmnement insisto 
auprbs du vice-gouverneur pour rnettre les habitants du quartier do Houknmbad a 1 abri 
des persecutions des gens de Satar. Les habitants de ce quartier out ddcidfi de prendre 
best dans notre camp. Taut quo Satar et Bagir n'aurout p;is> qmttd 1 Azerbaijan il no 
saurait 6tre question du retabhssement du calme dans la rdgion. 


[235721 No. 739. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. , Tehran, 23 ' 1000 - 

I HAVE been informed by the Minister for foreign Affairs that a strong telegram 
lias been recoived from Tabrocz stating that the Minister, who openly says the Russians 
have come by his invitation, cannot be recognised. Snad-ed-Dowleli, who is the 
Minister referred to, is most unfairly regarded by the Nationalists as responsible for the 
troops continuing to remain at Tahreez. He has no doubt warned the dissatisfied that 

unless'they remain quiet Russian intervention may possibly ensue. 

Instructions have been sent to the Persian representatives in St. Petersburgh and 
l/iudmt to inform the two Governments that the Cabinet will bo compelled to resign 
unless the Russian troops are withdrawn. A chango of Cabinet at this juncture would be 
most unfortunate. „ . . „ . ,., , . 

Until I told him the Minister for Foreign Affairs did not know that the with¬ 
drawal of troops had commenced. The Shah has, I think, his full share of the odium 
attaching to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

If tho Bakhtiari are merely demonstrating, withdrawal of the troops would, 1 
consider, bo in the Shah’s interests, while if they are in earnest withdrawal will not bo 
effected ono way or another by the situation. 


[23588] No- 740. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, Jane 23, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 489 of to-day. 

In informing M. Sabline of the above-mentioned telegram, I expressed the view 
that very possibly tho position of tho Shah might be improved ; and in auy case no 
harm would be done if a considerable portion of the Russian troops at l'abreez were to 
bo withdrawn immediately. 


[23589] 
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No. 741. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 23.) 

(No. 491.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June *23, 1909. 

1 LEARN from M. Sabline that his news from Kazvin is had. The scheme which 
he and the Government had been trying to bring to a successful issue has not succeeded ; 
it was that the Sipahdar should be induced to come alone to the capital and make his 
peace with His Majesty, thus disassociating himself from the revolutionaries. 

M. Sabline tells me that there are seventy Caucasians among the revolutionaries at. 
Kazvin, who now number 1,700 that reinforcements from Resht are being summoned 
to join them. 


[23292] No. 742. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 310.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 23, 1909. 

ANY I FUNG in the nature of intervention in the internal affairs of Persia must be 
avoided, but, short of this, the assurances which we have given oblige us to give the 
Shah moral support so long as he acts in accordance with the spirit of the constitution 
(see your telegram No. 487 of the 21st June). Every possible effort should be made 
to persuade Sirdar to abnndon his advance on Tehran, and you should endeavour to 
explain to him tho real nature of tho programme of reforms proposed by tho two 
Governments. I tun trying to ascertain what are the views of the Russian Government 
as to the desirability of publishing the whole programme, and am urging them to give 
me an early reply. 


[23292] 


No. 743. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolxon. * 

(No. 773.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign. Office , June 23, 1909. 

PROPOSED publication of programme of representations to Shah. 

Please ascertain Russian Government’s final views as to the entire programme 
being published. 1 am anxious to know, in view of Tehran telegram No. 487 of 21st 
June, last paragraph. 


[23657] 


No. 741. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 24.) 


Sir ’ T ... .. _ Downing Street, June 23, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you. for the 
consideration of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, with reference to your letter of the 
loth instant, copy of a telegram on the subject of Peter Ellow, alias J. A. Day at 
present Turkish consular agent at Urumia, in Persia. 

I am, &c. 

FRANCIS J. S. HOPWOOD. 


Inclosurc in No. 744. 

The Officer administering the Government of Canada to the Earl of Crewe. 


(lelegraphic.) [Received June 21, 1909.] 

. ; c ;telegram of t ! 10 16 th June. Warrant issued for Peter Ellow, alias J. A. Dav, 

March 1 J0(>, New Westminster and other places, on charges of obtaining money under 
false pretences. I rtucipal Sipprell, Columbia College, says ho can prove large number 
of charges. Fugitive is still wanted if he can be apprehondod and delivered to British 
Columbia authorities. 
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[23668] • N '°- W ‘ 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. -(Received June 24.) 

(N° ; 492 ) . Gulaliek, June 21,1909. 

(Totegrap iiOj) l. m No> q 5S o£ t h e 10th June. 

I have received the fotkiwing telegram No.34 of the 23rd June from Ills 1 ajes y s 
consul-general at Meshed: 

« Tho gituation here is controlled by the volunteers, whom the respectable members 

assembly here? If not, the only remaining course » for the governor-general to attack 
the volunteers, whence much bloodshed would inevitably resul . 

with a large force called in from Russia. , „ 

“To-day the second sotnia of Cossacks is duo to arrive. 

I am persuading nationalists here to telegraph as suggested by Major Sykes, 
which will! I trust, tend towards the restoration of order. I am at the same 

"'hirimng M. Sabhiu.. ^ monntim(s ; mme diate instructions may be sent from St. 
Pctereburgh to the Russian consul-general to adopt a more conciliatory attitude towards 
the populace for the avoidance of complications. 


[23727]* No - m 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 24.) 

(No. 41M.) Tehran, June 24, 1009. 

(Telegraphic.) En cbm. 

SHAll signed electoral law yesterday. 

(Sent to St. Peterebnrgh.) 


[23704] No - 717 ' 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 24.) 

I-) 0, . , ,, Tehran, June 24, li)09. 

(I olographic.) 1. t „ . 

PlJHLU-ATlON of Anglo-Itussian programme. 

With roforonco to St. l’etershurjzh telegram No. 3l0 of the—ml June, our 
programme has been inserted by the Minister for Foreign Affairs ,n yesterdays 
Fnaugural edition of a Persian newspaper, which is the first to appeal bore. 

The communique is in the form of a telegram m reply to one Bent by the labreez 
nationalists prolesling against the alleged arrangement (referred to in my telegram 
No. ITS of the 19th June) which was reported m the Gorman press. 


[23705] 


No. 718. 


Sir G. Ilan-lay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 24.) 

(No. 195 ) . Gulaliek, June 24, 1909. 

(lelegntphic ) I - that the continued presence of Russian 

tns,ps iifTiS!' the Cabinot here, but thinks that it might be attributed 

to Turkish pressure if his Government ordere.l any considerable reduction m 

""'"sauar and Uaghm woulilleave Tobroez if the guarantees which they claim were 
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accorded by the Russian Government, and in that case the question of Russian amour- 
propre could iu great measure he eliminated from tho questton of the immediate 
reduction of the force. . , , . 

I have pointed out in conversation with my Russian colleague that the Shah can 
at the present moment but ill afford all the odium of which lie is the object so long as 
Russian.troops remain at Tabreez. 


[23706] No ' m 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 24.) 

riVWmnldel P Gulahek, June 24, U)0J. 

I HAVE sent the following telogram to Major Sykes in reply to lus telegram 
No. 34 (seo my telegram No. 192):— 

It is some days now since the Russian charge d’affaires received any news from 
your Russian colleague. M. Sabline is of opinion, however, that possibly 
been some mistake as regards tho threat which the consul-general made to the governor- 
general, as reported in your telegram No. 31 7 esterday his legation learnt n 

indirect manner that a protest had been addressed to the Russian cousul-general 
against the presence of the Russian troops in Meshed, and that your colleague had 
replied to the assembly that it was necessary for him to bo protected, us now the whole 
populace carried anus; if, however, the latter wore no longer armed, lie would not 
require the protection of Russian troops. It is stated that thereupon the assembly 
called upon every man by a proclamation to take up arms against the Russian troops. 
Your colleague is now being called upon to furnish a fuller report on the matter. 

“1 am not without hope that tho nationalists at Meshed may shortly receive a 
telegram from Tehran counselling moderation. 


[23686] No. 75 °- 

Hr. Garnett to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received June 24.) 

(Tele'eraphic.) R. St. Petersburg!!, June 24,1909 

my telegram No. 320 of the 22nd June and your telegram No. of the 

In view of the last paragraph of Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. *187 of the 21st June, 

1 pressed Minister for Foreign Aifairs yesterday to give me tho hnal views of tho 
Russian Government. His Excellency sends memorandum this, morning to the ettect 
that the Russian Government have no objection to the publication of the programme 
by the representatives of the two Governments at Tehran, in order to let L eretau puhiic 
know exact tenour of the document in question. 

Imperial Government cannot, however, depart from their point of view regarding 
omission of point (i when the programme is published, as this might ho interpreted 
that the two Governments were not in accord as regards advance. 

Russian charge d’affaires at Tehran has been instructed to concert with His 
Majesty’s Minister on the matter. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 


[23714] K°* 751. 

Mr. Garnett to Sir Edward Grey.—(Eeceived June 24.) 

[Telegraphic.) P. St - Petersburgli, June 24, 1039. 

• MESHED. , v „ . , „ . 

At interview which 1 lmd with M. Klomm to-day at the Ministry for foreign 
Affairs I read to him tbe greater portion of Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 432 of to-day 8 
(late. Klemm assured me that tho necessary instructions should lie sent til once, ns 
desired, to the Russian charge d'affaires at Tehran, who would inform the Russian 
consul-general at Meshed. 
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[23715] 


No. 752. 


Mr. Garnett to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 24.) 

(No. 325.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 87. Petersburgh, June 24,191)9. 

PERSIAN affairs. 

In absence of both the Minister for Foreign Affairs and his assistant I read the 
substance of Sir G. Barclay’s telegrams Nos. 489 and 490 vf the 23rd instant to 


M. Klemm at the Ministry. 

Klein in was informed yesterday by the Persian Minister that Cabinet would be 
obliged to resign if troops were not withdrawn. Ilis Excellency left at the Ministry a 
copy of the telegraphic instructions he had received. Klemm replied that when the new 
governor-general reached his post the reduction of the troops would he continued, and 
not before, and that if the Persians had any complaints to make about the attitude of 
the Russian troops they must produce, proofs to substantiate their complaints. 
M. Klemm stated to mo that the question of the reduction of troops had been taken up 
by the Council of the Empire, and that it was no longer in M. Isvolsky’s hands to 
settle it. 

I then asked about the guarantees to the bastis in the Turkish consulate- 
general, and Klemm replied that he had already informed the Turkish Ambassador 
that the fullest guarantees would be given by the Russian authorities ; he was certain 
that Turklmn Pasha, who was a conscientious man, reported fully to the Turkish 
Government, but he observed that the fault was at Constantinople. If the refugees 
were to bo got out of the Turkish consulate pressure must be exercised at the Porte, 
and 1 understand that instructions are being sent to the Russian Ambassador in London 
to consult with you as to making joint demarches at Constantinople. 


[22983J 


No. 753. 


Sir Edward Grei / to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 312.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 24, 1909. 

PLEASE transmit the following to llis Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire:— 


Loose of land by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company from the Sheikh of Mohammerah 
(reference is to your telegram No. 020 of the 19th June). 

You should try to arrange for Mr. Lloyd, who acts as agent to the company in 
Persia, to lie at Mohammerah during your visit to that place. He is fully authorisep 
to settle the lease on the spot. 

If the Sheikh alludes to the question of reversion of buildings, &c., it might be 
explained to him that it was understood that the property now in question, which is 
the same as that indicated in article 15 of the 1901 agreement with the Persian 
Government, was not referred to in the terms of the 1905 Bakntiari agreement, but 
that the latter covered only buildings of a temporary nature that might remain at the 
expiration of the concession. If, however, the Sheikh does not touch on the question, 
1 agree with you that it will not be necessary for us to take any action at present 

The two main points of difference between the two drafts are as follows :— 


lu the first place, although there is no mention in the new draft of reversion to 
the Khans of machinery and buildings, u representative of the company, whom I have 
since seen, assures me that lie would not object to the agreement containing a simple 
statement to the effect that at the expiration of the concession machinery, buildings, «C., 
will be left in place, and accordingly a statement of this kind may be inserted. In this 
connection, without of course adding it to the agreement, you may, if necessary, give 
the assurance which Sir G. Barclay suggested ill his telegram No. 460 of the 11th June. 

In the second place, the term of the concession from the Persian Government, or 
of any renewal of that concession, shall determine the duration of the lease from the 
Sheikh. 
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[23572] No. 754. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 313.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 24, 1909. 

TABREEZ. 

I HAVE received from the Persian Minister the representations mentioned in 
your telegram No. 489 of the 23rd June. I answered that the Persian Government 
must settle the matter direct with Russia, but that meanwhile Russian troops were 
being withdrawn, and that when the Governor arrived they would all be removed. 

On the strength of information contained in your above-mentioned telegram, the 
Persian Minister is being told that Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs probably did 
not know that withdrawal of troops was proceeding when he ordered that these repre¬ 
sentations should be made, and further that the withdrawal of troops is actually 
going on. 


[23702] No. 755. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 314.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 24, 1909. 

GERMAN competition at Mohammerah (see your telegram No. 481 of the 
19th June). 

Please enquire at Moliammerah as to report received by Strick from Bussorah, 
dated the 24th June, to the effect that an agency has been started at Mohammerah by 
the Hamburg-Amerika line, who are also said to be working the Moin-ut-Tujjar’s 
Bteamers. 


[23572] No. 750. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Persian Minister. 

Sir. Foreign Office, June 24, 1909. 

WITH reference to your conversation with Mr. Mallet on the 23rd instant, 1 have 
the honour to inform you that a telegram has been received from llis Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehrau to tho effect that the withdrawal of the Russian troops at Tabreoz 
has commenced. 

I venture to assume that the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs was unaware of 
this step when ho sont instructions for a representation to be made on tho subject to 
His Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[23707] No. 757. 

8ir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 25.) 

(No. 497.) 

^Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 25, 1909. 

SAAD-ED-DOWLEH lias just sent a member of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
inform me that be resigned office yesterday, that His Majesty had insisted on his 
remaining as Acting President of the Council and Minister of Foreign Affairs, but that 
he has refused to reconsider his decision. 

His Excellency says that the refusal of the Cabinet to support him is the reason 
for this step. I am pretty certain, however, that the real cause is that ho realizes that 
the populace consider him responsible for tho Russians still remaining in Tabreez, and 
that his life may l>e endangered owing to the widespread hatred with which he is 
therefore regarded. 

Owing to his extreme unpopularity, bis Excellency is no longer useful. I shall not 
urge him to reconsider his decision, and I shall try to induce M. Sabline to act 
similarly, as I am of opinion that a detente may ensue from his Excellency's 
resignation. 


5 D 


[1649] 
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[23708] No - 76a 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 25.) 

) P. Gutahek, June 25, 1909. 

THE following is my reply to Mr. Wratislaw's telegram No. 160 repented to you in 
my No. 49‘J :— 

" A fortnight ago M. Sabline telegraphed to his Government stating on what terms 
Sattar and Bngher Khans would be ready to quit their present asylum, but the Russian 
Government has not yet replied. . 

'' All the Nationalists throughout the country who enjoy any serious consideration 
are, I am afraid, giving their support to the * noisy minority’ at labreez. 


[23703] 759. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Gnls* ek, June 25,1909. 

f HAVE received the following from Mr. Wratislaw, No. 1G0, of yesterdays 
date:— 

"With reference to my telegram No. 158. t . 

"An agitation is being made by a small but noisy party that the Russian forces 
should be withdrawn immediately. They have had correspondence with the Cabinet at 
Tehran who are alleged to hold their views on the subject. . 

"General anxiety is being caused by the intrigues of the bastis at the lurkish 
consulate-general. Is any means of solving this question in sight? 


[23710] No * m 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. G.dahek, June 25, L909. 

BAKHTIARI advance. VT . f r 

In Tehran both parties are panic-stricken. The Nationalists are ra fear oi some 
desperate stroke directed against them from the palace, and the reactionaries in terror 
of the arrival of the Kasvin revolutionaries and the Bakhtiari. , 

Sordar Assad is expected to reach Kum this afternoon, whore His Majesty s consul- 
goncral at Ispahan arrived early this morning. To-night the Russian consul-general 
should also arrive there. . , _. ., 

The Bakhtiaris at Kum are reported to he some 500 in number. They recently 
sent a telegram—which was intercepted at Tehran—to the Sipuhdar at Kasvm stating 
that 2,000 Bakhtiaris are marching with Seniar Assad, who will place himself under the 
orders of the Sipnhdar. This telegram has thrown the royalists into stdl greater panic, 
but 1 think that the strength of the force (2,000) is considerably exaggerated. 

Consulate-general at Ispahan informs me that another batch ot 1,000 Bakhtiaris 
will in all probability wait there until they learn what result the meeting between the 
Serdar and tho consuls-geuerals has had, although thoy are already being equipped and 
prepared. 


123712] 701. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. Oulahtk, 2 f- > 909 - 

Ills Majesty's consul-general at Meshed has telegraphed to me to-duy as 
follows:— 

(N “ Ou the 28rd June Persian soldiers plundered tho houses near their posts. Ou 
tho following day u» attack was made by volunteers and the garrison bombarded the 
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[23711] No. 700*. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 25.) 

(No. 501.) 

(Telegraphic.) V. Gulahek, June 25, 1909. 

I AM informing Major Cox that I learn fiom the agent of Messrs. lynch that a 
sum of 120,000 kraus lias been supplied by tho Sheikh of Mohammerah for the advance 
of the Bakhtiari ou the capita). 

The agent states that Sheikh Khazal wishes to obtain certain property ou Ham 
Hormuz which is held by the Bakhtiari, and that possibly the money is n loan on tho 
land in question. 


[1649] 
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city. On the same evening a Russian patrol proceeding to the bank was stopped and 
subsequently opened fire with a machine-gun. There has been no cessation of burning 
and pillage. Casualties, however, are not numerous. 

“ Foreigners are in little danger, but stray bullets may cause accidents.” 

The Russian consul-general has not as yet reported to M. Sabline 011 these 
incidents. 


[23949] No. 762. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grev.—(Received June 26.) 

(No. 503.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. / eliran, June 25, 1909. 

FOLLOWING is the gist of telegram from Samsam to Sirdar Assad :— 

“ British and Russian consuls-general have gone to Kum to arrange reconciliation. 
Beware of any undertaking without cognisance ‘ there ’ and of Sipahdar and Tabreoz.” 

The word “ there ” may possibly denote that the movement of Bakhtiari is part of . 
a scheme with wider ramifications than wo [?] suspect. 

Sir A. Nicolson informed. 


[23713] No. 763. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 25.) 

(No. 504.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhsk, June 25, 1909. 

PLEASE see my telegram No. 497 of to-day. 

The reason for his resignation put forward by Saad-ed-Dowleh is the refusal of the 
Cabinet to adopt certain measures comprising the two following recommendations which 
the two legations had urged upon him: firstly, that the invitation to the French 
Government to select a treasurer-general and financial inspector should be confirmed 
by an official note; and, secondly, that the Government should not await the 
consent of the provincial assemblies to the electoral law, but should immediately 
promulgate it. 

M. Sabline is, I find, more ready than I to believe in the sincerity of Saad-ed- 
Dowleh’s assertion. We are endeavouring to find out privately from other members 
exactly what occurred at the meeting of the Cabinet which preceded his resignation. 


[23880] No. 764. 

Messrs. Ellintjer and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received June 26.) 

Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, June 24, 1909. 

WE are in receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant, and note with pleasure that, 
the situation as regards Ormuz oxide being now normal, Sir G. Barclay does not propose 
to take any steps in the future to carry out the arrangement with the Nationalists to 
retain temporarily all payments for oxide, and that the Moin-ut-Tujjar has now expressed 
his gratitude for the action taken by His Majesty’s Legation. 

\Ve note also that Sir G. Barclay states that he does not clearly understand the 
nature of our complaint, and we shall be obliged if you will assure Sir G. Barclay of 
our sincoro appreciation of his constant efforts to safeguard our interests in this business, 
and explain to him that under the contract between the Moin-ut-Tujjar, Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co., and ourselves, all moneys payable by the buyers, Messrs. Andrew Weir 
and Co., in respect of oxide shipped from tho island of Ormuz, are payable by this firm 
to us in England and not to the Moin-ut-Tujjar, and the sequestration of such moneys at 
any time, if it could be enforced, would inflict a very grievous injury upon us, 
irrespective of our position as the Moiu-ut-Tujjar’s agents, as it would deprive us of our 
rights under tho contract to receive certain specified amounts of money at specified 
dates, on which we rely in other dealings between the Moin-ut-Tujjar and ourselves. 

We are, &c. 

EI.JJNGER and Co. 
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[23860] No - 76 °- 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received June 26.) 

g. India Office. June 25, 1909. 

lr ’ IN reply to your letter dated the 20th February, 1909, making certain proposals 
with a view to the reduction of expenditure ou consular establishments in Persia, 1 am 
directed to enclose herewith, to be laid before the Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, 
copy of a despatch which Viscount Morley has addressed to the Government of India 

°" 1 As regards the Residency and consulate-general at Bagdad, I am to point out.that 
though the cost of this post was taken into account in making the arrangement ot 1JUU, 
the amount of increases or decreases of expenditure is not included in tho annual 
statement on which the yearly adjustment between the British and Indian Exchequers 
is based. But presumably there is no immediate need to consider the modifications ot 
existing arrangements that may be necessary hereafter if the post is transferred to the 
Levant consular service. 

I am, Ac. 

A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 705. 

Viscount Morley to the Government of India. 

MyTiOrd, India Office , June 25, 1009. 

IN continuation of my Secret despatch dated the 8th January, 1909, as to the 
reduction of expenditure on British consular establishments in Persia, 1 transmit 
herewith copy of further correspondence relating to certain proposals on the subject 
made by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs* 

2. It will be seen that Sir E. Grey, being strongly impressed by the striking 
contrast in cost between the appointments in Persia filled from the Levant service 
and the Indian Political Department respectively, proposes to meet the difficulty caused 
bv tlie high scale of expenditure on the Indian establishments by transferring to the 
Levant service, as suitable candidates become available, all the inland appointments 
now tilled by Indian officers, with the exception of those in Seistan, the military 
attach($8hip at Meshed, and possibly the medical appointment at that place. It is 
also proposed to transfer to the Levant service tho appointment, of political resident 
and consul-general at Bagdad. In view of the change in the political situation 
consequent on the Anglo-Russian agreement, and on a consideration of the efficiency 
displayed during the recent critical period by officers of the Levant service at labreez 
and Ispahan, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is satisfied that the proposed 
transfer can bo carried out without detriment to Imperial or Indian interests. 

3. Apart from the force of the arguments based on economy to which Sir L. Grey 

has referred, I consider it expedient on principles of policy that, except in places such 
as Seistan and the Gulf littoral, where the local circumstances render the employment 
of Indian officers desirable, the conduct of consular affairs in Persia should rest with 
the Foreign Office and in tho hands of its officers of tho Levant service. If in any 
particular post, such as Bagdad, a practical need arises for tho services of an official 
acquainted with any Indian language, it can he mot by tho employment of an Indian 
officer in a subordinate position sucli as Mr. Gaskin now fills. 1 approve, therefore, of 
the proposal to transfer as the opportunity occurs to the IX) van tine service all the posts 
indicated, with the exception of those connected with Bushire and the Persian Gulf 
littoral, Meshed, ami Seistan. As regards Meshed, I recognise that an alteration of the 
present system involves consideration of our relations with Afghanistan, and before I 
finally agree to the transfer of the appointments there other than that of military 
attache, I shall await an expression of your Excellency’s views, which I desire to 
receive with tho least possible delay. . 

4. The Secretary iff State for Foreign Affairs further recommends as an immediate 
measure that the consulate at Turbat-i-Hnidari should be reduced to the status of a 
native agency, such as existed prior to 1903, on the ground that the conditions have 
altered so materially since the consulate was created that he would no longer feel 

• Foreign Office, February 201 to ditto, Juno 26, 1909. 
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justified in asking tie Lords Commissioners of His Majesty s Treasury to bear a moiety 
of the cost involved. This recommendation, it should be observed, has been made after 
a consideration of the views expressed in paragraph 4 of your Secret etter of the 
8th October, 1908. I request that you will reconsider the question in tho hght of the 
conclusions at which Sir E. Grey has arrived, and I shall he glad to receive your views 
on it with the least possible delay, as also on the proposal that the requirements of 
Bin and should he met by the appointment of a telegraph officer as vice-consul, and 

that, if it is considered indispensable to station a medical officer there, tlie occimant 

of the post should be dependent on Seistan, be provided with a united travelling 
allowance, and he in charge of any medica work connected with the latter place. 

5. In connection with my Secret despatch of tho 8th January, 1909, your 
Excellency in council will not fail to notice that the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs suggests that expenditure on Seistan should be reduced forthwith by one-half. 
I am aware that the Seistan post, owing to its isolated frontier position and the 
duties which devolve upon its officers in connection with Indian trado, sanitary 
measures, and the arms traffic, cannot ho compared with other posts whore the services 
rendered are less varied and more economically performed, ihe telegraph charges 
are also to bo taken into account But I am disposed to agree with Sir E. Grey that 
the expenditure can bo reduced, and I request that you will proceed at once to consider 
what material reductions can he immediately effected. 

I have, Ac. 

MOltLEY OF BLACKBURN. 


[23928] No - 76li - 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—{Received June 26.) 

6 Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 

gj r June 25, 1909. 

’ IN the course of discussing the Bakhtiari Agreement with Mr. J. R. Preece in 
connection with your Office letter of the 15th June, 1909, and of my letter to you of 
the 18th June, 1909, Mr. Preeco said that though ho had no reason to doubt the 
accuracy of the English translation—tho only one in our possession—and though he 
was sure that it substantially represented tho original Persian, yet he could not commit 
himself to vouching for its literal accuracy. 

Tho original concession was executed in Persian and m French, and it contains 
a proviso that in case of doubt the French is to take precedence. But the Bakhtiari 
agreement was executed in Persian only, and if by any mischance it does not absolutely 
convey the Persian meaning in any detail or details, it may lead to avoidable trouble. 

May I ask for your assistance in this connection ? . 

A copy, an authenticated copy 1 understand, of the Persian original is tiled in th 
chancery of His Majesty’s Ugation at Tehran. Do you happen to havo in your Office 
u translation sent home from there—a translation made independently of the one that 
wo have here ? 

If you havo, will you allow me to see it ? 

If you havo not, may I ask of you the favour that in one of your early letters 
you request His Majesty’s legation in Tehran to liave such a translation made (if it has 
not beon already made) and a copy sent home to you for us ? 

I shall of course ho glad to repay any expense that this may involve. 

I am, &e. 

C. W. WALLACE, 

Vice-Chairman. 


[23967] No - 767 - 

\f fsvolsku to Count Benckendortf,—{Communicated by Count Bcnckendorff, 

June 26, 1909.) 

' I N Vc d’une sttaque possible do Ttilidran par les Bukhtinris d’lspahan et lee 
tiduis de Kasswine, le Colonel Liakhoff a consult! le cliargl d’affaires de Russia sur 
l'attitude it observer par les officiera rimes dans la assistance quaurait oventuullomeut 
it presenter it cetto occasion la Brigade de Cosaques du Sobah. 

[1049] 0 h 












Sil’on prowl en consideration quo le Schah so conforms. consciencieusement aux 
consuls de la Russie et do la Grande-Bretagne et quo le Gouvemement repr*aentatif 
pout tore consider* comme rdtabli de fait en Perse, le moUTement en quost.on des 
fidais et des Bakhtiaris se pnfeeiite comme un actomjustifi* d host.lit* contra a 
constitution et centre les droits du Gouvernement du Schah. Cc mouvement semhle 
avoir, ainsi que lo suppose M. Sabline, un caracthre antidynastique. x , 

A peine est-il besoin d'insieter sur les calamity mil sentient r*serv*cs it la 
population de T*h*ran et sur les dangers qui menaceraieiit les l*gat.ons et les *trangeis 
iu cus de l’arriv* u dans cette ville des nomades et des anarchistes qui mnrcl.ent 

COntr iux < termes des instructions, les ..IHciers russos de la brigade pereaue avaient pour 
mission do prendre des inesures pour la sauvegarde du Schah et do sa famille • ce devoir 
lour incombe encore plus, actuclfement, en raison ties promestes de gaiantie tie s*ciint* 
personnelle r*comment renouvel*es an Schah par les l*gations russe ot, britannique et 
aussi par la circonstance que le Schah a accept* tons les conseils donmSs par les 
Puissances et s’y est conform*, co qui ltn donne des u.oits de compter sur leur 
protection. De plus, les officiers russes ne sont plus nu service actil do leur pays, et se 
trouvent ainsi sut»rilonn*s au Schah plus *troitenieiit qu aupwnvant. 

Aux considdrations sommairement expos*es ci-dessus s ajoute la cramto que si es 
ollicient russos vimaient it abandonner la direction des Cosaques persiins dans les 
engagements dventuels centre les fidais et les Bakhtiaris coin ne inanquen.it, pas do 
nroduire un effet domoralisateur sur ce corps militaire, le seul nigulitirement organ.s* en 
Perse; il pourn.it s'.msuivro un *tat do olioses de nature it rdclnmer une intervention 
directe do In Kussie. . „ . 

Dans can conditions il parnit au (louvemement Imperial quo les ofticiers russes ne 
doivont nas renoncer i\ la direction des operations do la brigade au cos d une attaquo, ot 
e’efit dans co sons quo des indications leur sont transnusea do Samt-Pdtorebourg. 

Ce qui prdcfcdo ost destind il dfcre portd it la connaissance du Cabinet de Londres. 


[23943] No. 70S - 

Sir G. if archly to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received June 20.) 

feSU P. , Guiahek, June 26, 1909. 

RESIGNATION of Saad-ed-Dowloh, reported m my telegram No. 497 of 

yesterday^ ^ from ^ Exoelleucy that ll0 has consented to remain, at least 
temporarily, in office. Tim .reason for this stop is the pressure which Ills Majesty has 
exercised on him. 


[23945] No. 709 - 

Sir G. liurcUly to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoiled June 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Ga/aArk, June 20, 1909. 

MAJOR SYKES has reported to me os follows, in his telegram No. 38 of the 
20th instant: — 

The troops hero are mutinous, and show marked hostility towards the governor- 
general, as lie is prepared to come to terms with the Assembly, and has endeavoured, 
moreover, to prevent looting, llis Excellency is in despair, and is accused by the 
Assembly—not without cause—of bad faith. I have copies of letters from the Russian 
consul-general, in which he demands that the strongest measures be taken, and holds 
the governor-general responsible. The latter is desirous of taking bast in this 
consulate-general, as lie considers his life in danger. At present 1 am inducing him 
not to do so, but if he persists in the matter I will try to arrange that joint protection 
ho afforded him in his bast. 

I am telegraphing to His Majesty's consul-general that his action meets with my 
approval. 


[24433] 


No. 770. 

Sir Eduard Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 2(i, 1809. 

TABREEZ : Action of Turkish consul-general. . . . 

Please give strong support to your Russian colleague in urging Tur-i . 

ment to instruct their consul-general to abandon without delay action w uc ? 

Turkish consulate a centre of agitation for refugees, who have no right to ba allowed 
shelter there; and also pointo.it to Minister forloroign Affairs that this attitude on 
the part of Turkish consul-general and his encouragement of the unnece^ary 
disturbances created by Sattar and Bagher and their men is proving a most serious 
matter for Russia and ourselves. , , 

You might mention that our reform programme has been agreed to ana tne 
electoral law published, which removes all cause for agitation among the Nationalists. 
Russian troops are already being withdrawn, and when the governor-general arrives 
they will all he removed, aud agitation such ua that fostered by lurkisli consulate can 
onlv hamper the progress thus made. , , 

' Guarantees have already been given, m response to Turkey s requests, bj the 
Russian Government that Bagher and Sattar shall leave the country m security should 
they wish to go. However, Russia does not demand that they should leave 1 ersia, and 
they have nothing to fear from Russia. Indeed, Sattar has recoived protection from 
the’ Russians, at his own request. 


[23657] No. 771 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowttier . 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Jane 26, 1909. 

PETER EI.l.OW. 

See telegram No. 463 of the 11th June from Tehran. . 

Peter Ellow is still wanted by the authorities of British Columbia. I lie warrant 
was issued, according to the Canadian Government, in March 190G at various places, 
including New Westminster, for Peter Ellow, alias J. A. Day. Ho was charged with 
fraudulently obtaining money, and a large number of these charges can be proved 
against him, in the opinion of Professor Sipprell, of Columbia Collego. 

The Porte should he informed of these facts, and you should, suggest that he 
should be withdrawn from his post nt Urumia, where he is the Turkish consular 
agent. 


[21613] No. 772. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

gj ° ^ Foreign Office, June 26, 1909. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 360 of the 5th instant on the 
subject of recent events at Tnbrcoz. 

1 approve the lauguago hold by you to M. Isvolsky, as well as the terms of the 
private and confidential memorandum which you handed to him on the '1th ultimo. 

I am, Ac, 

E. GREY. 


[23950] No. 773. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 27.) 

(No. 507.1 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guiahek, June 27, 1909, 

l HAVE received following telegram from Major Cox, dated the 24th June, on the 
subject of Kartm irrigation :— 

“ Please refer to the last iuclosure from Sir W. Willcocks in my letter of the 4th 
April last, No. 829. 
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“ I have received a complete report on the Kerkha project from Mr. Wilson, who 
has done tho preliminary computation, thanks to co-operation of the sheikh. Since he 
returned he has again seen tho sheikh, to whom the scheme offers great attractions, 
owing to its simplicity and clearness. In view of fact that the sheikh’s Arabs know 
Wilson well, the former has asked him to survey the work now, in order to draw up a 
scheme and work out tho estimates in the course of this summer. Sheikh added that 
when this hot weather was over, he would borrow some engineers from the Govern¬ 
ment, who should both estimate cost of the work and examine site for the new dam. 
The old one was built of stone and brick. 

“ 1 trust that full advantage will be taken of sheikh’s present mood, which is 
eminently favourable. 1 should like to gain time, and to this end would suggest my 
being authorized to send to Willcoeks, who is at Bagdad, copy of tho report at same 
time as I send it to Government. I would then ask him to advise me or Government 
direct about such work of a preliminary nature as might with advantage be undertaken 
forthwith and about winter arrangements. 

“ I am informed by Lieutenant Wilson that if Sir William would like to go with 
him to see Kut Nahr Hashim, ho has only to name his own convenience." 

In view of all the circumstances of the ease, I have ventured to approve the pro¬ 
posal in Major Cox’s telegram that lie should communicate with Sir \V. Willcoeks 
direct, asking his advice on the report, of which he will send him a copy. 


123951] No. 774. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 27.) 

(No. 508.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , June 27, 1909. 

MESHED situation. 

1 have received the following telegram, No. 39, dated to-day from His Majesty's 
consul-general at Meshed:— 

“ Yesterday the governor-general wrote to my llussian colleague and myself, 
notifying us of his resignation and begging us to take, jointly, immediate stops for his 
protection. I waited some time for a communication from the Russian consul-general 
and, receiving none, sent tho military attache to him to convey a proposal that a 
combined Anglo-Russinn force should escort the governor-general to a house and guard 
him there. Prince Dabijn was most unwilling to accept my proposal, desiring to keep 
the governor-general in the fortress under guard. 1, however, for obvious reasons, 
objected to this courso. 

“ The Russian consul-general eventually, however, agreed to my proposal, but not 
without attempting almost openly to induce kuku-ed-Dowleh not. to accede to it, 
wishing, as he tlid, to*plnce him under a Russian guard in the fortress until lie should 
receive instructions from the Russian legation. 

“All danger of a hostile demonstration was averted by the suddenness of our action. 
The governor-general has expressed great gratitude to me, and now begs that he may 
be immediately recalled to Tehran, fearing grave danger to himself should lie remain 
longer here. 

“ I am reporting fully by letter." 

(Reference is to my telegram No. 500 of tho 26th Juno.) 


[23952] No. 776. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—('Received June 27.) 

(No. 509.) 

(telegraphic.) , II. ^ Tehran. June 27,1909. 

CONSULS-GENERAL had a long interview with Sirdar Assad yesterday, urging 
that two legations regarded his march to Kum as ill-timed, and as complicating the 
situatton. If lie disregarded our advice, we should have to consider that it was 
deliberate intention to increase present difficulties, and we should hold him personally 
responsible for consequencos. Constitution had been restored, and preliminary work 
for the convocation of the.Assembly was proceeding on lines recommended by the two 
lowers. Consuls made it quite plain that our programme involved no curtailment of 
Persian independence. 
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Gist of Sirdar Assad’s reply was that legations were grossly deceived, and that aU 
that was being done was a sham. He said, however, but not in a very convincing 
manner, that he would not advance beyond Kum, but would remain at or near there 
until the Assembly met. He declared that Iris intentions were pacific and he had 
stopped reinforcements from Ispahan; ho could, [group omitted] with his 700 men and 
one mountain gun. Ho was about to formulate certain demands, which were not his 
but those of Tabreez, Resht, Meshed, and other places, and which ho hoped wo would 
obtain for him. Consuls report that he talked foolishly, but that, though liis intellect 
seemed clouded, he was evidently possessed by a fixed idea. 

Under our instructions consuls will repeat to him to-day that the constitution has 
in very fact been restored, and that tho work for Parliament is proceeding, and will 
point out again [? great] responsibility he incurs if he neglects our advice. They will 
promise to wait till Tuesday midday to learn his demands, after which they will return 
to Ispahan. ,,,,,,, , 

Whether or not advice is followed by Sirdar, wo should have been bound to tonder 
it by our assurances to the Shah. To persist further on tho same lines if the advice is 
disregarded would hardly seem consistent with our dignity, whilst to use stronger 
language would seem contrary to spirit of Anglo-Russian convention, and we shall 
therefore not interfere further without instructions. 

At the same time we feel it right to state our opinion that dissatisfaction still 
prevailing, notwithstanding progress made in preparatory work for parliamentary 
government and the evident understanding between centres of discontent, constitute a 
danger for the Shah, who may, if any further advauco on Tehran occurs, be frightened 
into seeking asylum at a legation. 

(Sent to St. Petersburg)!.) 


[24163] No. 776. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 2S.)‘ 

(No. 252.) 

gj ri Para, June 26,1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a memorandum, bv Mr. Carnegie, 
of a conversation which he had with the Persian Minister last night, after a dinner at 
the Servian Legation. 

I have, &c. 

FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 776. 

Memorandum by Mr. Carnegie. 

I HAD a conversation with the Persian Minister last night, after dinner at the 
Servian Legation. Sumad Khan began by asking mo whether the Russians were going 
to withdraw their troops from Tabreez. I said that I believed so, but did not Know 
whether any definite decision had been come to as to when, and in what manner, the 
withdrawal would be effected, i.e., whether all the troops would go at once, or 
gradually. 

Talking of the programme presenter! by England and Russia—which, as ho said, 
the Shah has accepted, but not yet acted on—Sarnad Klmn remarked that it was of no 
use having the Amir Bahadur Jang simply removed from his duties as Minister of War, 
for he would remain ill command of the main body of the troops, especially' of those told 
off to guard the Shah, and when relieved of his ministerial duties he would, in his 
military and semi-private capacity bo in u freer position to exert his baneful influence 
at Court. The other man mentioned in the programme, Mushir-es-Sultaneh, was a man 
of straw, and powerless for good or evil. 

He went on to say that the Zil-os-Sultau was returning to Persia, taking back with 
him the jewels of which we had heard so much. The Shah was anxious to get him 
back, as lie was very' rich, and was independent of the revenues of tho province he would 
be called on to govern. Usually' the governor of a province paid a certain percentage to 
the Court on want he could squeeze out of the inhabitants. The Zil would pay' up a 
handsome amount out of Iuh own purse, and would not be compelled to squeeze his 

[1649] 5 F 
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province in order to do so. He thought that the Nasr-ul-Mulk would return to Persia 
in due course. 

Somod Khan then said that he wondered whether M. Polevski would after all be 
appointed Russian Minister in Tehran. Hussion diplomacy badly wanted young blood 
and a new school of diplomatists. The old school always acted too much on their 
own responsibility. Although the British and Russian Governments might l?e in 
perfect accord, the representatives of the latter were much too apt to take a line of 
their own in order to advance what they considered the interests of their country, quite 
independently of the instructions they received. For instance, since M. de Hartwig had 
left Tehran the British and Russian legations had worked together in complete 
harmony. He quite understood the opposition of the reactionaries in Russia to the 
appointment of M. Poklevski. 

I understood the Minister to say that he thought that the Shah, while acting up 
to the letter of the engagements involved by his acceptance of the programme, would 
contrive to disregard it in spirit and would manage to keep all the real power in his own 
hands. 

Paris, June 26, 1909. 


[ 24082 ] No. 777. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 510.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , June 28, 1909. 

PERSIAN Cabinet. 

At the request of His Majesty the Minister for Foreign Affairs has enquired of mo, 
with a view to a possible reconstitution of the Cabinet, whether I have any news of a 
definite intention to return to Persia on the part of Nasr-ul-Mulk. I have told 
Saad-ed-Dowloh that our information is that he proposes to return at the end of July. 

A precise declaration of his intentions is at this moment much to be desired, since 
without this some attempt may bo made to dispose otherwise of the office destined 
for him. 


[ 24291 ] No. 778. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received June 28.) 

(No. 511.) % 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , June 28, 1909. 

THE acting consul-general at Ispahan, in Mr. Graliame’s absence, informs me 
that a reconciliation has been effected between the two Bakhtiari parties. Samsam-es- 
Sultanoh, who is at Ispahan, is to be joined on the 29th instant by Sirdar Mutashain. 
It is believed that the latter proposes to join Sirdar Assad very soon. 


[ 24292 ] No. 779. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 512.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek , June 28, 1909. 

MR. WRATISLAW telegraphs from Tabreoz (No. 161, Confidential, of to-day’s 
dato) as follows:— 

“Instructions have been received by the general in command of the Russian 
forces that their withdrawal is to bo suspended for the present.” 


[ 24264 ] 
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No. 780. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 218.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 28, 1909. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 



No. 701. 
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[22238] No. 785. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 28, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by Secretary, Sir 
E. Grey to transmit to you, for any observations which the Secretary of State for India 
may have to offer, translations of undertakings given by the Sheikh of Mohammerah in 
regard to the proposed British Karan Irrigation Concession.* 

I am, Ac 

’ (Signed) LOUIS MALLET 


[22238] No. 78U. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 28, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I arn directed by Secretary Sir 
E. Grey to transmit to you, for any observations which you may have to offor, a 
translationf of an undertaking given by the Sheikh of Mohammorah in regard to the 
purchase of land, Ac., by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company for the purpose of constructing 
a pipo line and oil refinery in his territory. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[24407] No. 787. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 29.) 

Sir, India Office, June 25, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 15th instant, I am directed by 
Viscount Morley to forward herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for 
Koroign Affairs, copy of a despatch which has been addressed to the Viceroy intimating 
that, in the opinion of His Majesty's Government, the proposal, that defence works 
should he constructed for the protection of His Majesty’s Consulate in Seistau, had 
better be dropped. 

- I am, Ac. 

A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 787. 

Viscount Morley to Governor-General the Earl of Minto. 

(No. 17. Secret.) 

My Ixtrd, India Office, June 25, 1909. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s telegram of the 3rd ultimo recommending 
the adoption of Major Reunion's scheme for the construction of defenco works for the 
protection of the consulate in Seistan, I have to acquaint you that, after full considera¬ 
tion of the matter in consultation with Ills Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, His Majesty’s 
Government are of opinion that the proposal had better bo dropped. 

A copy of correspondence which has passed with the Foreign Office on the 
subject is inclosed for the information of your Excellency's Government. 

I have, Ac. 

MORLEY. 


Iticlcsureti - and 3 in No. (166. 


f Indoaure 1 in No. 006. 
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[24451] No. 788. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 29.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary' of State, copy of a Secret despatch, 
dated the 25th June, 1909, to the Government of India, regarding the salutes of 
certain chiefs in the Persian Gulf. 

A copy has been sent to the Admiralty. 

India Office, June 28, 1909. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 788. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, India Office, June 25, 1909. 

WITH reference to tho letter of your Excellency’s Government in the foreign 
department (Secret), dated the 18th March, 1909, reoommending an alteration in 
the scale of salutes accorded to the Sheikhs of Mohanunerah, Koweit, and Bahrein, 
and the grant of a salute to tho eldest sons of those sheikhs on occasions when they 
visit one of Ilis Majesty’s ships as their fathers’ representatives, I forward herewith 
copy of correspondence with tho Foreign Oflico and Admiralty, from which you will 
observe that llis Majesty’s Government approve your proposals. 

2. I concur in the suggestions made in paragraph 7 of your letter under reply, 
that it should be left to the discretion of tho political resident in tho Persian Gulf to 
decide when it would bo opportune to make the announcement to the sheikhs concerned. 
In this connection it seems desirable that Major Cox should consult Sir G. Barclay as 
to how far the proposal to increase the salute of the Shoikli of Mohammerah is affocted 
by the shoikh’s position as a Persian subject. 

3. I request that I may be furnished with a report of your proceedings in due 
course. It will be seen that the Admiralty havo requested to be officially informed of 
the date when the arrangements come into force. 

I havo, Ac. 

MORLEY OF BLACKBURN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 788. 

India Office to Foreign Office, dated April 28, 1909. 
[Already printed.] 

Inelosuro 3 in No. 788. 

Foreign Office to India Office, dated .May 13, 1909. 
[Already printed.] 


Inelosuro it in No. 788. 
India Office to Admiralty. 


® ,r > , India Office, May 25, 1909. 

i directed by tho Secretary of State for India to enclose, to be laid before the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copy of correspondence* ub to tho proposed 
increase from fivo to twelve gnus of tho Balutes of the Shoikhs of Mohammerah and 
Koweit, and from five to eleven of that of the Sheikh of Bahrein, the salutes to be 
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Inclue urue Nos. '2 and 3. 
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personal in all three cases to tho present chiefs; also, as to the grant of a salute of 
five guns to the eldest sons of the Sheikhs of Mohammcrah and Koweit, and of three 
guns to the eldest son of tho Sheikh of Bahrein, on tho occasions ‘ when they visit one 
of His Majesty’s ships as their fathers’ representatives. 

Subject to any observations which the Lords Commissioners may have to offer. 
Viscount Morley would propose to approve the introduction of these changes, and to 
leave it to the discretion of the political resident in the Persian Gulf to decide, iu 
consultation with His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, when it would be opportune to 
make the announcement to the sheikhs concerned. 

I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 788. 

Admiralty to India Office. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty , June 10, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter of the 25th May, I am commanded by my lords Com¬ 
missioners of the Admiralty to request you will inform the Secretary of State for, India 
in Council that they concur iu tho proposal of the Indian Government to increase from 
five to twelve guns the salutes of tho Sheikhs of Molmmmerah and Koweit, and from 
fivo to eleven that of tho Sheikh of Bahrein, the salutes to bo personal in all three 
casos to the present chiefs ; and in the grant of a salute of five guns to tho eldest sous 
of the Sheikhs of Mohammcrah and Koweit, and three guns to the eldest son of the 
Sheikh of Bahrein, on occasions when they visit one of His Majesty’s ships as their 
fathers' representatives. The salutes will bo lired, ns are the existing salutes of these 
sheikhs, on the termination of an official visit. 

2. My Lords will bo glad to be informed officially of tho date when the above 
arrangements should como into force, in order that the necessary instructions may be 
given to tho commander-in-chief on the East Indies station, and that record may bo 
kept in offico. They have, however, directed the commander-in-chief to instruct tho 
commanding officers of His Majesty’s ships in the Persian Gulf to act on. tho above 
scale of salutes when requested to do so by the political resident in tho Persian Gulf. 

I am, &c. 

C. I. THOMAS. 


Sir G. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. 513.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 28, 1909. 

1 LEARJJT from tho Russian legation that 900 fedai from Kasviu are not -10 miles 
away from the capital. Panic has seized the Cabinet, which now expects us to advance 
money and save thorn from their quandary. 1 think M. Sabline realises that 
tho terms of our programme preclude him from giving money until after tho 
promulgation of the electoral law, and then only iu accordance with some financial 
programme to bo agreed upon. He and I now tlunk that mattors should be allowed to 
run their course; if tho Shall is inclined to take any measures wo shall certainly not 
throw cold water on them. 

Should His Majesty call on us for further help, our reply will be to tho effect that 
things would never have reached this crisis if he had paid attention to our advice at 
the end of Inst year, and that wo have left nothing undone either at Kum or Kasviu in 
our efforts to induce tho fedai not to advance on the capital. 

Mr. Gralmme has been told by the Sirdar that a formidable conspiracy exists 
amongst the Nationalists of Tehran for taking possession of the town upon the arrival 
of his Excellency and the Bakhtiari forces. 


Pleaso consider following as very confidential:— 

1 think that M. Sabline now would most certainly like to see Russian troops sent 
here, and 1 should not bo surprised if he has advised this stop being taken in order to 
secure that tho road to Resht shall remain open and foreigners in the capital be 
protected 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. 514.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulaliek, June 29, 1909. 

BAKHTIARI advance. 

The demands of Sirdar Assad not yet being forthcoming (see my telegram No. 509 
of the 27th instant). 

Mr. Grnhame and his Russian colleague start to-day on their return from Kum to 
Ispahan. Mr. Grahame was approached by an intermediary this morning, who said 
that ho would give them to him upon Mr. Grahamo undertaking to keep them hidden 
from the Russians. I approved Mr. Grnhnme’s proposal to refuse to hear them on such 
conditions. Sirdar Assad’s intermediary then enquired what was the explanation of 
the action taken by tho Russians at Meshed. His Majesty's consul-general replied that 
the advice which I and my Russian colleague had already given to the Sirdar was the 
only communication I had to make to liis Excellency. 

On the 28tli instant Mr. Grahame received a visit from tho Sirdar. The latter 
said that to hesitate now would be impossible. Much money had been Bpent. He 
could never expect forgiveness from the Shah. Fear of intervention by Russia alono 
prevented him from deposing the Shah, and that in any case he proposed to cripple 
Ilis Majesty. His Excellency observed in conclusion that it was known that the Shah, 
being desirous of intervention by Russia, had made plans for the murder of some 
foreigners. 

The reports from Mr. Grahame and his Russian colleague givo me the impression 
that the Sirdar will not be deterred from his scheme by anything short of fear of 
intervention on behalf of His Majesty. 

His Excellency is in communication with the Sipahdar, and has received a 
telegram reporting that the latter is advancing on the capital. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. 515.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulaliek, June 29, 1909. 

I LEARN from His Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah, iu reply to enquiry 
contained in your telegram No. 314, that there is no foundation for the report except 
that Wonckhaus’ agency is at the present time in charge of a German. 


[24483J No- ?92. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Gtey.—(Receive I June 29.) 

(No. 330.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 8t. Petersburg'!, June 29,1909. 

AFFAIRS in Persia. 

I am informed by the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that a telegram has 
been received from the Russian charge d'affaires at Tehran asking whether, in view of 
the threatened advance of the Bakhtiaris and Fedais, it would not bo advisable that tho 
Russian Government should consider the question ol making some preparations for tho 
eventual dispatch of Russian troops to the capital iu view of tho possibility of this 
stop becoming necessary. 

M. Sazouow remarked that, while the Imperial Government would regret the 
necessity for such action, and while they had no desire to intervene in tho internal 
struggle which was being waged iu Persia, vet their subjects and the foreign missions 
must be protected ; ho added that if the threatened advance on Tehran wore to tako 
place the l’orsian Cossack guard did not seem adequate to copo with the situation, nnd 
if the troops wore to arrive too lute it would be a great misfortune. He said that tho 
preparatory measures which the Russian Government had in contemplation consisted 
in getting vessels ready at. Baku to carry troopB across the Caspian to a Persian port. 
The subject is to be discussed in consultation to-day at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. 
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I observed that it would be a serious matter for Russian troops to bo dispatched 
to Tehran, and I pointed out that in Persia we had constantly seen comparatively 
insignificant results follow from apparently threatening situations. I suggested that 
tho advance of the Bakhtiaris might probably prove to be a case in point. 


[24295] No. 793. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 317.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, June 29,1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 513 [of the 28th June]: Advance on Tehran. 

Your action approved. 


[24494] No. 79-1. 

Sir Edward Grev to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 318.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 29, 1909. 

ADVANCE on Tehran. 

For reference, see your telegram No. 514 of the 29th Juno and St. Petersburgh 
telegram No. 330 of tho samo date which has been repeated to you. 

It would appear that the Bakhtiaris might be Btopped by a threat of Russian 
intervention. It would, however, be impossible for you to convey such a threat to their 
leader without implying that His Majesty's Government acquiesce in such a course. 
Would it be possible by indirect means to warn Sirdar Assad? 


[24292] No. 795. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. 790.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 29, 1909. 

ASCERTAIN truth of report in telegram No. 512 of the 29th Juno from Tehran 
that withdrawal of Russian troops from Tabreoz has boon suspended. Is it possible 
that Mr. Wratislaw has been misinformed ? 


[24629] * No. 796. 

Mr. D’Arcy to Foreign Office.—(Received June 30.) 

Dear Sir Charles, 42, Grosvenor Sguare, IV.. June 29, 1909. 

ON 12lh instant M. Mallet wrote M. Preece that tho present Imperial Commis¬ 
sioner for the Persian Petroleum Concession (Sadigh-cs-Saltanah) was about to be 
recalled, and that on his arrival in Tehran a successor would bo appointed and tho 
legation in Tehran informed. 

I have been speaking to Mr. C. W. Wallace about this and he and I very much 
wish that, if possible, Vincent Kitabgi Khan should be appointed the commissioner in 
the place of tho present one. You very kindly secured him for mo once before by 
cabling to tho legation in Tehran and, if it is not asking you too much, .1 should -be 
very deeply obliged if you would do tho samo again. It makes all tho difference in 
working the concession having a competent and intelligent commissioner, and the 
present man is a nonentity. I may mention that Kitabgi was received after the 
Attabed was assassinated. 

With many apologies for again troubling you. 

Yours very truly, 

W. K. D'ARCY. 


[24596] No. 797. 

Notes on Conversation with General Sami Pasha, of the Turkish Mission.—(Communicated 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Maunsell, June 30, 1909.) 

WHILE in the train on the way to Dovor with tho Turkish nnssion last Sunday, 
General Sami Pasha, mentioning the presence of tho Duma in England, referred to 
recent Russian movements in Northern Persia. 

He thought these constituted a very serious menace to Turkey, and the security of 
that frontier of the Empire. 

He thought that England should at once take steps to counteract tho movement by 
occupying parts of Southern Persia, especially tho ports of Bushire and Mohammerah. 

He laid special stress on Mohammerah, the place, as he said, being the gateway of' 
rich districts along the Karun, extending up to Shuster and Dizful. 

The Pasha spoke at some length on the fertility of these districts in South-West 
Persia, and said they would become of great value if developed. 

The Pasha carefully avoided the slightest reference to Bagdad and tire adjoining 
Turkish districts of Mesopotamia. 

It may be mentioned that the Pasha is a native of Bagdad, lias travelled to Nejd, 
and knows all that country intimately. 

F. R. MAUNSELL. 


[24876] No. 798. 

Memorandum communicated by Tewffk Pas ta, June 30, 1909. 

VOTRE Excellence sait que nous avions pined dopuis assez longtemps do petites 
garnisous a Roumid, Hoi, et Selmas, en Perse, pour protuger nos consulnts et nos 
nationaux, qui avaieut subi des attaques sauglautes, aiusi que pour ddfendro les 
etrangers residant dans ces parages. Nous appronons quo le Gouvernemont russo a 
envoyd un detachoment de troupes a Roumid. La prdsence simultande des deux 
troupes sous diffdrents commandements pout occasionner des diflicultds que les deux 
Gouverueincuts sont sans doute ddsireux d’evjter. Je prie votre Excellence de vouloir 
bien en causer avec le Ministre des Affaires Etrangores pour iui expliquor les inconvd- 
nienta do cetto situation et l’amener it faire rotirer do Roumid le contingent russe, en 
nous confiant la protection des dtrangers domicilids aux environs de la frontie;o turco- 
persnne. Nos propres sujets constituent la mnjeure partie des dits dtrnngers. Vous 
voudrez bien assurer son Excellence de notre sincere ddsir de voir la situation on Perso 
retourner a un dtat normal. Nous preterons, avec plaisir, tout notre concours au 
Gouvernemont russo pour arriver 5 ce but. Je vous prie de dire dgalement a son 
Excellence que nous envoyons un nouveau consul gdndral it TnuriB,en lui donnant pour 
instructions de s’employer de toutes ses forces au rdtablissemeut de l’ordre dans la 
villo. Nous donnons des ordres catdgoriqucs it notre consul it Tauris de cesser toute 
protection en favour des sujets russes, do no point permettre aux rdfugids porsanB ee 
trouvant au consulat d’en faire un foyer d’agitations, et de se borner enfin a proteger 
nos nationaux et les Persons qui y chercheraient asile. 

Ambass'ide Imperials de Turquie, l.ondres, 
le 30 juin, 1909. 


[24497] 


No. 799. 


Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Iteccivcd June 30.) 




(No. 85.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Paris, June 29, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 103 of tho 28th June. 

I telegraphed to Nnsr-ul-Mulk at Evian to ascertain date of his departure for 
Persia, and 1 have received the following telegram in reply :— 


“ Cure my son begun last week : departure, as agreed, depends naturally result 
thereof. If new has happened am unaware. With many- thanks.—(Signed) 
Aboulkassem." 


5 II 
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[24586] No. 800. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward. Grey.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 516.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 30,1909. 

.SIRDAR ASSAD has received at Kum a telegram from London, signed “Ismail.” 
It bids him, for fenr of the foreigners, to bring the matter to an end. 

The Zil-es-Sultan has a son named Ismail. Can it be he ? Perhaps Preece could 
say whether he is now in London. 

As regards His Imperial Highnoss himself, I have no information as to whether 
he has arrived in this country or no. 


[24605] 


No. 801. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Gicy.—(Received June 30 ) 

(No. 517.) 

((Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 30, 1909. 

CA1 TAIN ZAPOL8ICY is at Korredji with 350 Cossacks and some quick-firing 
guns, and he may find himself obliged to take part in hostilities if the nationalist 
force from Kasvin makes any further advance. 

I am calling the attention of my Russian colleague to the fact that if the captain 
were to fight, a very bad impression would be produced, although it is true that ho is 
no longer on the active list of the Russian army. 

M. Sablino will, I fear, reply that Captain Zapolsky is not under his orders. I 
have not yet received his reply, hut being desirous of gaining time I am telegraphing 
this without waiting for it, - * 


[24639] 


No. 802. 


Tehran, June 30, 1909. 


sir G - Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 518.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) It. 

MV telegram No. 513 of 28th June. 

Russian charge d’affaires tells me l.iakholl's instructions from Russian military 
authorities are that, as movement of Bakhtiaris and revolutionaries is an unwarrantable 
attack on shall s constitutional Government and is a danger to the dynasty, Liakhoff 
amt his officers, who are no longer in Russian service, are to use all efforts to defend 
bliuli against Bakhtiaris and revolutionaries, and can therefore command al movements 
against them. " 

(Sent tit St. Petersburg!!.) 


[24640] 


No. 803. 


Gulahek, June 30, 1909, 


. Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 519.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

BAKIITIARI advance. 

Mr. O'Beirne’s telegram No. 330. 

There is no safe channel for any indirect communication between His Maiestv’s 
legation and Sirdar Assad. Moreover, 1 have seen a telegram dispatched from Kum to 
I aris, which states that the Bnkhtiari forces havo started for the capital from the former 


[24641] 
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No. 804. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 332.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, June 30,1909. 

PERSIA. 

With reference to my telegram No. 330 of yesterday’s date, I now learn from the 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that, as a result of yesterday’s consultation, it has 
been decided that preparatory measures with a view to the eventual dispatch of 
Russian troops to Kasvin shall be takon. The objects of such an expedition would be 
to keep entire control of the road to Tehran, to disperse the revolutionaries at Kasvin, 
and thereby to avoid the necessity for proceeding to an occupation of Tehran, to which 
latter step he said that the Russian Government were most averse. 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs also showed mo a telegram, which had, 
however, been received after the consultation of yesterday, from the Russian cliargd 
d’affaires, in which the situation at Tehran is described as alarming. In this telegram 
M. Sabline dwells on the weakness of the Cossack brigade, and the probability of the 
Shah taking refuge at one of the two legations. M. Sabline finally urges that, under 
pretext of strengthening the consular guard, Cossacks should" be dispatched to 
Kasvin. 

In reply to my question as to what were the exact dangers to be apprehended in 
the event of the advance of the Bakhtiaris, tho Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs said 
that there was the danger of the Russian bank being plundered, in addition to that 
which foreign subjects and missions would incur, ami he also remarked that now that 
the Shah had followed our advice we were under a moral obligation to support His 
Majesty. 

I pointed out to his Excellency that the Shah had been promised protection for his 
person and family, and I reminded him that the two Powers had particularly avoided 
doing more than tliis. I said that were a Russian force to go to Kasvin the whole of 
Persia, except a few royalists, would be against Russia, and I asked what would become 
of the policy of non-intervention in that case. 

Iu reply to M. Sazonow’s question as to what steps wo would suggest should be 
taken, I said that His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran could be consulted on fliat point. 
I added that personally I thought that if it were really so tliut the Cossack brigade 
were not strong enough for tho protection of the Shah’s person and of the foreign 
missions, tho natural remedy for Russia to adopt was to reinforce her legntion guards 
to the extent necessary. 

The force which it is contemplated to send amounts to about 1,500 men, and 
51. Sazonow added that there would be no secrecy iu regard to the preparations. The 
expedition would lie dropped if the advance of the Bakhtiaris were abandoned, and in 
any case the Russian Government were prepared to give the clearest pledges regarding 
tho ultimate withdrawal of any force sent. 


[24642] No. 805. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 333.) 

(TdearapliioA P. St. Petersburgh, June 30, 1909. 

IN reply to your telegram No. 790 of yesterday’s dato, I have tho honour to report 
that tho Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs informs mo that the Russian Govern¬ 
ment have decided to suspend tho reduction of their military forces at Tabreez. 

His Excellency observed that tho situation in that town was at present too 
disturbed to allow of further reductions in the number of troops being made. I 
remarked that the information wo had received wont to show that, oxcopt for isolated 
incidents of little importance, things were quiet there. I added that anti-Russian 
manifestations would coutinue so long as the Russian troops remained, and I asked 
wlmt the Russian Government were now waiting for ? Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs answored that, in the first place, tho Russian Government were awaiting tho 
arrival of a new governor-general and the establishment of his authority. Tho 
Russian Government had said that they would withdraw their troops, and they 
intended to do so, but were they to withdraw them at? tho present moment the result 
would be a condition of anarchy which would, in all probability, obligo them to dispatch 
the troops back to Tabreoz again. Brigands like Sattar and Bngliir Khans might 
regain control of tho situation, and this the Russian Government could not allow. 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 320.) y 

(Tejwnraphie.) R. Foreign Office, June 30, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 510 of the 28th June. 

Nasr-ul-Mulk now at Evian, states that his son’s cure began last week, and date 
oi Ins departure depends on result. 


... ___ Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne. 

(No. 797.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 30, 1909. 

IIs conversation with the Russian Ambassador to-day I told his Excellency that I 
l» Hnr r f) t mt i t T e r n S interference which took place in the affairs of Persia the 

better, though I fully realised the difficulty of the present situation at Tehran. If a 
^an force were to occupy ehran ! had no doubt that order would be produced 
I 1 j? ct of ,hla "' 0llltl , be J hat a11 Persians would consider that the Shah 
r h ° 8UPP ° ° f , ? US T alone ; and a]1 rest of the country would disown 
tlio Shall s Government and break up. My opinion is that any great disaster can bo 
prevented by the 1 ersian Cossacks, who are strong enough to effect this. I told 
Count, Benckendorff that I fully recognised the specially difficult position in which the 

sueh'a 1 natuL il^'Vr t‘° r ^ aaUm . P lacud Kussia - The present situation was of 
inn ,C ? •, 1 d ‘w "'‘f 1 In -T Nervations to be considered as otherwise than 

TCuvt- n nr Tnl r SCelnet lV” 0 Ulat th ? T' ead of (lisor dor to the Russian frontier from 
Russia at T ibrcev ^ automatlcall - v Prevented by the position already held by 







